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Our Rclotions with Spatn—TWhat onr Gove
ermmeny Shonld Do.

We are told from Washington that ay s00n s
one¢ ar two of the questions now fressing ‘upon
the attention of the government ghall haye been
disposed of, our relstions with Spain and the
numerous olnims of our citizens upon that
Power will be taken up by Mr. Buchatan, and
pressed to an immediate settlement. .

There i3 no subjeot In the entire lst of our
foreign relations that more urgently requires
csamination azd acton by our government,
The whole of our Intercourse with the dominions
of Spain is now carried on under the tresty of
amity of 1795; and although seversl past od-
ministrations have endeavored to make s new

one with the Spanish government, it has hither-
to sedulously refaced to do s0. As the existing
treaty wes made at a time when all the Spanish
colonies were jealously closed to foreign com-
mence, no mention is made of them in It, and {ts
provisions woro not .extended {0 thosa colo-
nies.  Since that time Cubs,Parfe-Hico ‘and

third in the list of nations with whom :wé have
trade, while our Intercourse with Spain Herself
is still ineignificant. The question whethier the
provisious of the treaty of 1795 extead tq the
. Spanish colonles, has never been definitely set-
tled, or even directly discassed, but the Spanish
government acta wholly in the view that they
do not.
| Through this strange interpretation, oar vast
trade with Cuba and Porto Rico Is merely one
of toleration by Spain, and the widely extended
interests of oor citizens in those islands exist
merely by sufferance of the Spanish crown.
Our Consuls are sent there ouly by roysl per-
mission, and notin virtne of any right we pos-
eees, and thefr presence i limited by a royal
order to the four ports of Havana, Matanzas,
" Trinidad and 8t. Jogo; whils in the equally im-
portant ones of Cardenas, Clenfuegos, Sagua,
Nuevitas, Gibara, Manzanfllo and Baracoa 1
commercial agent, appointed by the uearest
consul for the purpoee of certifying to the in-
voices of the valuable cargoes we {mport from
them, is acknowledged by our government, bat
is mokrecognized In any maoner by the Sppnish
officiala in Cuba. The. footing of our ships
in the colonial porta ia not the same
o~ fu those of Hpain. A ditinet aystemof dif:
fereDliaT daties is exacted there upon goods f-
ported In American bottoms; aad as & pelalis-
lcr7 méasare. Spanish vesels from Cuaba. pay
Migbe: daties in our perts (han the same Yesuels
woald pay coming from Spain. The provisloas
i of the Lrealy defining how the oauses bf our
[ citizens eball tre tried in the Spaiaizh Courta,
' nre 0ot edmitted Ly the Spunish government ia
Cubn aud Porto Rico. the very places where we
| mouAt Jequire them.

It ix this Incongraous stale of afimirs that has '

" ted to the exirtence of Fuch a long catalogue of
" public aod private cloims egainst the Spenish
goversment oz 8 fled in the State Depaciment
o: Washington. Qur government has yet'to
obtaln an spology from Spain for the refasal
of the local aathoritica of St. Jago to récogulse
fr. Sewall, o duly appointed Consal, and for
tbeir arbitrary denial to bim of the archives of
the Uon=ulate, and their dellvery of them to o
p<reon pot authorized by our government, and,
in fact. agalfnst its direct orders; for the impri-
romment of Mr. Cross, the Consal at
Matanzas: for the sclzure. and spoliation
of Mr. Weat, our commercial sgent at
Ssgus; for fripg Into the msil -ship El-
Dorado and seversi. others; and. for umerons:
-other acta of dircct and studled Ingult i aa aa.n”
.natioa. To these.wo have to add a long list of,
‘private Claking for Itlegnl. spollation and [njory-
7of aur cltizena. * Among thesa arg,,that" SN,
Thrasher, who o-few yenrs slnos: Y
his life In Hayana, and-sentenced to:
‘labor £8d chsfng in Afripa, without

s e r—

led </ 2. -

of e treaty delluing “how the cawses of oir
citizeun thall be tried in the Spatnish gourts,
are pot sdmitted by the Spanish government in ,
Cutm und Porto Rico. the very places where we .
1okt require them

It is this I_ncouguoya_stute_o{ affaira that hor
led to the cxistence of such l'loiz'é 'u—in_li{gue.t;(' i
public end private claims agalnst the Bpunish |
guvernment aa Is Oled o the State Department .
st Washington. OQur goveroment has yet to |
oblalo an  opology from Spaln for the refasal
of tho local aathorities of St. Jago to rocogniss
Mr, Sewall, & daly appointed” Consul, and for *
thelr arbitrary denial to him of the archives of
the Coorulate, and their delivery of them to &
person not aathorized by our goverument. and.
Io fact, agalinst its dircct orders; for the lmpri.

roomeat of Mr. Croes, the Coosal at
Matanzae ; for the eclzure and spoliation
of Mr. Weet, our commerclal sgent at

Segus; for firlog into the mail ship Ei
Dorado oad seversl others; and for sumerous
other ncts of direct and etndied Insaltto us aa o -
oxtlon. To thess we have to add a long list of
private clalms for illegal.Bpolistion and Injary
of our citizens. _mhiﬁ"eﬁn—mf@g of Mr. (
Thraeher, who a few years sinos:wis ‘Seied for
his lifo in Havans, and sentenced o, eight yoars |
lnbor and chiafas in Africa, withont s.abadow of
proof of suy kind ogainst him; the’ seizare
upoa the high seas and confiscation of e Ame
rican vessels, the Georgiana agd Stiskd “Load:
other zpolintions of Mr. Wet, at” Baguu:
the official robbery of Mr. Thompeon at the
eame place; the claims of many merchants for
duties illegnlly collected, the justice of which
claims hes been acknowledged by Spain. but
payment has been withheld; and o hondred
others that have been arged in vain by the suf ;
ferere and by our government. i
It is loog eince time thul this extended list of
injurice to our citizens and Insults to us as o a3
lion were redressed. Spanish diplomacy hae
beat our representatives off, under the mos:
frivolous pretexts, and refusod to accord

justice. We  bope. therefore, itha{ the .
unnouncement we have had from Woeh-
ington that the gorernment intends fr

take thias subject very seon in hand and have it
vettled, is true. Spaln bas kept Panic fuith
with ue long enough: und though It may be ol
leged that che bos done the eame thing with
other nations. ond they have forborme, that ir
no rearon why we shonld pot Lave immediste
justice ond guarantces for her fature behuvior.
Our immenze trade and the widely extended in-
teresta of our citizens with the Spanish coloniv:
should no lopger be a matter of mere toleraace
and inFult.  Tet Mr. Buchanan make up the oe-
count of Spain from the ledger of the State De
poriment. and present it for immediate rettle:

ment. =
There ia but ono kind of diplomasy for sueb

u court ue that of Spain. ond that is the ou-
ueed by Genersl Jackeon to France. *Pay o:

fight,” said tbe old bero; and the matter was
reitled nt once. snd we have been ower sioce the
Lest of friende  This is the diplomscy thsi
Spain ensily comprehends. ond th‘:o'nc which
sbe has [ately used in bringing Mc#ioo to a aet

ticment of the paitry claim of $60®,000. balf a:
which ie well known to be fictitious. If she
cquirocates, as she constantly has done, or re
fures to pny, Mr. Buchnusn brs only to ecnd
Geaeral Scott, with tea tsousand mcn and n
smoll feet, to Havana, and take podeession of
the islnnd of Cuba untfl these nmd ell Fubse-
quent clafma nre sottled.  With Goneral Scott
in Havans we oould atand the delaye of Spaanish
diplomnoy; bul in 5o other way cen we permit
them. The copture of Havena eome bright
morning would form an appropriate close to the
list of Scotl’s rervices Lo biscountry. We bope
Mr. Buchanan has delermined upon the pay o
fight diplomncy with Spain: {f ho bas done
eo we are sure nll will go swil  Let us base the
Spaulsh clabms settled nt onece.
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