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ANOTHER 'eliDA EXPEDITION. 

,( h'Ylc,: Ill' FI.OIUDA Hy.~Ti!'ly.I•• 1 
'7 ," 	 Tnl/nlt",",·,·,. \\'.'dll., •• lo), April 10, 1851. ~ 

\V" h"v,' I.hi~ IIJllrnin~ Iho following 

inlcr/'~Iilll.:' intellil('''II':c from a vc'ry re

Iia.hle IIiHI well informed sOllrcc. that 

anolhf:r Culm ('xpcdition i~ Iln foot! 

The Captain Gf''rH'ral or Culm ill proved 

to he hcttcrif\limn.:d olllhi:; suhjeet thnn 

Mr. Clay. It will h~ reclIlJf'clcII that.. 

at Ih('ir 1'J'l!cnt m~din~ in Havana. tho 

Spllni,h flllH't.ionnry a~s('rtcd that a 

RCCOlld i,i"';tJlin;,;' f'XP('rlilioll wn~'in pro

g'1'I'S" but .\1 r, CI;.y lilOlI;::ht it a mi~ 

lal,.('. 

\Vilh regal'll lu the ,ul(':!;cstion thrown 

out hy lilli' (·orrl!~pondcnt. thnt ' more is 

goill:; 01; in )·jorida than in Geor/;'in. 

ill rcfcrrncl' to thi" ('x1>""ition. we nee" 

not,~ay he i~ mi~tak('Il, There Itln'e been 

ph·nty of lalk aJl(I Ilc~otiution herr. but 

110 'u TlIOllf'1Jlt'ltf,"!'\() fnr as ,,'0 arc nd

vised. 

:\ lal'!!:" Spanish fl"pl. illl'lmlinl(' two 

01' tlll'('" war SIl';II"I<'I'~, ilOw ~uaft1s th~ 

Spanish coast, :L1ul til<' {fnitrd State's 

'steam l:ri;.;'afr ::;:tl'all:lC ;" tl'llising' in the 

Gult'. Lat(\ illtcli i!!,'!!"" t'1'0l1l }J;\\,anu 

sho\\'s t:l!lt 11It, :--'p".1I1 '''~ 1 atilhol'tliC'lu'c 

wil\I' a\\'akl'. :J,.lld l!,,· Illilil:>l':: fol'C'c 01, 

the i,lalld has 1""'11 1"';1 :' 1.1' tI""hll·d sin"" 

tilt: Lopl'z i.lll·a,i,,,1. 1111'("':1'1 ,,1 <liliielll

tics :lntlllnl1;':I'f' 11111'1. IllI'l,,'I;,I'(', alteml 

t. bi~'~eelll1d alt, ' ml,t,'JI' tll" i,j,,"d. and. 

\\'ilCfh('I' :--::H'cc",'td OI'IIUr,li '('an Sral'rf~ ... 

I:" [,.. a blootll, .. , ,.,,,,,',:;Iioll, 

"CllHA is lll!: ,'xcii ir:~ topic hel'c, In

Ili\' i(lllal~ (not sO\llirl'~ yrt) ha\'l~ heen 

pa'sjn~ h"I'" {t)!, tile ~l'ahoal'l\ fllr thl' 

Inst {:'Ul' da)s, ('rom our Cllt·rok .. c Coun

ties. 011 Wrdllcs'!ay I_u~t. /lily-fivo 

passell hy I.he I'"ilro:"r' to a rem!~z
vous ncar :-;avannah, Thurs<lI\Y. Fri

day alii! to·tiny. ahont ~o <':1.(:h day.

They oprnly :I\'OW theil' oh.ic"( , , 

.. It is Ulldt:rstoOlI tbat a large (~()m

,pany len. :l counLy in thi~ vicinity yes

,rrerdny, heuded h\' a (;~)!1ernl of tlie 

Militiw.', The mallC'f hns been man

aged quite sl'C'rl't!y. us 110 one sccm~d 

to hrljl'vc that slIch 1\ t"ill~ a1l I~ Cuba 

expedition WII:; actnally. 011 luot, until , 

tho men eommclll'l'd lenvill~. From 

what 'T sec and learn. T Hhould judga 

thnt n. Inr~e number will embark from 

Georgia. I .must presnme. however. 

that mntters pertaining: to this expedi
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Bet;".en New,Yolk, Philadelphia, Eallimol8 and Wuhing10D. 

("!OD I!'Tln~J:DI.lTJ: ST....TIO!' •• ) . . ' , . 
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National Archives, MisceUaneous Letters of the Department of State, Microcopy No. 179, Roll 125, 
March I--May 31, 1851. 

New York April 26, 1851 
His Excellency 

Millard Fillmore 
My Dear Sir 

I enclose an extract from a letter from a very highly intelligent 
gentleman, who has been passing some time at the South. It may not communicate any information 
ofwhich the Goverrunent is not already in possession -- and although the writer says it is positive only 
so far as it deduces his conviction that a plot tending utter violation of the Nation's Neutrality & 
Honor is on foot. I have deemed it proper to lay it before you even though it may not give any facts 
of which you are not already apprised. 

The writer is well known to me -- a gentleman in honor, intelligence & patriotism -- observant 
& shrewd -- he has been a casual sojourner at the South when the information which he gives has 
been as it were forced upon him -- he does not desire his name to be communicated, but I know that 
he is moved by no other consideration than the good of his Country in giving this information. 

His suggestion of the employment of an agent at the place designated appears worthy of 
consideration. 

I will in haste to save the mail. 
With [ ... ] regard 
Your obdt svt. 
Hamilton Fish 
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At Savannah it is asserted, with the utmost confidence that an invading expedition will sail for 
Cuba in the course of the Spring--perhaps in the first half of May. There can be no doubt that a 
project of that sort not only is entertained but in [tom]stive course of organization and there is reason 
to believe that their organization is very extensive, branching into Georgia, Alabama, [ ... ] and West 
Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi. ~ IDD(';S: 

The prime mover at least in Savannah, is a person known a Genl. Gonzales who was one of 
the notorious Lopez' staff. He is of good dress, class, and accomplished, circulates in good society 
in and near Savannah, and is probably favored by some of the large planters. His instrument with the 
rank and file, is a man known as Harry Titus a celebrated fighting man. These men and these 
filibusters frequent the Pulaski House, Savannah, and any person of ordinary observation cannot fail 
to see that there is a mysterious relation existing between them and many of the frequenters of that 
hotel. Gonzales is said to have much money at his command, and to have enrolled as many men as 
he wants for his purpose. Three large steamboats it is said are at his disposal. What is inconsistent 
however with the suscription of so much money [tom] Gonzales is the allegation that Bonds of the 
Provisional Cuban Government have been offered for sale in Savannah. 

The leading personages in the contemplated expedition are [tom] with great confidence by 
those who profess to be acquainted with the subject. They are said to be (besides Gonzales) Gen. 
Quitman, and Gen. Henderson and that [ ... ] sub-agency is said to be exercised by a Mr. Delperoe or 
Deperoe1 chief of the Municipal Police ofN. Orleans who was employed in secret service by Gen. 
Scott in Mexico, and to whom are attributed [ ... ] and address. Apalachicola is spoken of as the 
probable point of embarkation -- Then going out of this so much in advance may be a [ ... ] and [ ... ] 
to the [ ... ] that some other point will be selected perhaps one of the Sea Islands which are much 
secluded from the [ ... ] of [ ... ] & may be the rendezvous. 

1 Possibly Captain Alphonse Duperu. 
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NA, Miscellaneous Letters of the Department of State, Microcopy No. 179, Roll 125. 
Custom House 

Collectors Office 
Savannah May 3d 1851 

Sir 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 27 of April, also your 

despatch dated 2d May, and herewith state the substance of information received during the trip of 
the Steamer chartered. On Sunday night [27 April] the Steamer Welaka left this port with the United 
States Marshal and one deputy, the Surveyor of this port and one Inspector, together with the officers 
clerk and crew of the boat with an understanding with the charter party that in case the services of 
the clerk was wanted it would be had. The instructions was to proceed to St. Mary's and should 
information there be received which was thought worthy to be trusted to proceed to Jacksonville in 
Florida and on the return to call at some other points. I have been informed by Thomas Burke 
Surveyor of this port, and who was placed in command of this expedition that after the arrival at St. 
Mary's he learned from tumors that there was from 500 to 1500 persons collected at Jacksonville, 
hence they proceeded on to Jacksonville. On arriving there however but few persons other than the 
citizens of the place could be seen, and from the best information that could be got, there had been 
no such gathering together of persons as had been spoken of when in St. Mary's. Under this 
appearance of things, the expedition returns again stops at St. Mary's and there was informed that an 
express man had passed through the County to Jacksonville. From St. Mary's the Steamer went up 
the Satilla River near to Jefferson and passed burnt Fort (Burnt F0I1 is spoken of as a place of 
rendezvous). The information there received was that some sixty or seventy persons was encamped 
about the country in the vicinity ofBurnt Fort without arms except a few of those passing, some with 
rifles and others with pistols and Buoy Knives. From thence the Steamer went into Darien, and there 
heard that a number of persons had crossed the Altamahaw river some distance above Darien and that 
nine persons had arrived in Darien and had taken passage for this city stating that they was dissatisfied 
with the expedition and was going to return. Thence the Steamer returned to this City arriving 8 
OClock Thursday morning. The morning that the Steamer arrived here [1 May] I received 
information that General Gonzalez and some other persons, Genl Lopez supposed to be one, was on 
Wilmington Island and that these persons would probably endeavor to take the Florida boat which 
left that morning at 10 OClock. This information was received about half passed nine OClock. The 
necessary arrangements could not be perfected by 10 OClock, and I had the boat detained until the 
Marshal was ready and placed on board. During this time there was an apparent uneasiness 
discovered when the parties was supposed to be in possession of the movements of the Cuba 
expedition and I immediately went to Thunderbolt, there intersected the Steamer that had left. When 
proceeding on the way and arriving opposite the residence ofE. B. Barstow on Wilmington Island 
the Steamer Bell was rung and a number of persons appeared at the landing, where a boat appeared 
to be in readiness and waiting to convey passengers to the Steamer. Under these circumstances my 
attention was drawn towards the shore and in a few minutes I discovered the steamer's small boat 
rowing toward the shore. Immediately on its arrival the Mate of the Steamer jumped out and went 
to this group of persons, was seen to hold communication with them, and they immediately dispersed. 
Observing this feature in the Scene I called on the Marshal and one other person, lowered down the 
Steamer's other small boat, and with one oar sculled ashore and went to the dwelling of Mr Barstow, 
asked for the gentlemen who accompanied him at the landing, and in return was asked if we had any 
authority to enter his private residence, to which the Marshal answered he had none. 



From observations made after this it was apparent that there had been a lunch prepared for 
persons who had partaken of it, as the table was still furnished with the remainder of the collation. 
I will further remark that after I had detained the Steamer at the wharf in the city I saw Mr. Barstow 
in the city, and when I arrived at his house he was there. Under these circumstances I believe that 
Generals Lopez and Gonzalez are in the vicinity as so stated to you yesterday by telegraph--and in 
company with the Marshall spent yesterday in search for their persons-- and from the circumstances 
here detailed I have been prevented from giving you an account of the discovery made on the trip of 
the Welaka, which I hope will be satisfactory. 

I have been called upon this morning to furnish one hundred dollars by the District Attorney 
and he has sent officers to arrest some of these persons who appear to be in command of these parties 
who are going Southwardly across this State. The person I sent through the country to look after this 
matter returned this morning and states that the persons who left the Central Rail Road have 
continued their march, dividing their number however into many squads, and one portion went on 
towards burnt Fort and another towards Florida. 

I have the honor to remain 
Very respectfully your obt. servt. 

Hiram Roberts 
Collector 

W. L. Hodge Esq 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury 
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ll,{ CONFORMITY to an Act of the Coagress of. the Uuited ' States of .Americn, 
entitled" An Act ' for Enrolling and Licensing Snips or Ve~scls to be cmploy~'u in the 
Coasting Trade and Fjsllerie~, nnd fouegulaiing the same," . 

I ." . 

(}e~U!@V/Jmv 7ft "¥ d;kNI (/6 -",-, 

I . 
V1u /£~~ a/~u-~'AJ"~ 

." 

_ having taken ~nd suhscribed the oath required' hy the said Act, a'nd having sw;;r~ 'that. 
,Ile)gether WIth . . .. ' I ', ' 

~-ru;{> /~,0 -.~d0C/~ ~~~ /£:~t'~.';/.L ~. ·, . /?&: - . - . ./ .;Y, 
. _ . ' ~ h .r- ' . • . v .c6 //t:7£

/' 

/7-?n Mv ~? £ -//&r-;- g1{e//1f! 2. ;/& 
e/.! ~"'~vYd£<--, ~~ q/cl-"/o.A_~~. ,A;'/'~~;/ 

#::4Z/I ~(;. A-L~&-LJU ~e-L,,,,.. ~;;~ · ~/2r;'i~ 
f//;;:/t/"a ;{r:, /r::~l r;;ai ~/£,~;:z '1'/ 

~/t:-<' p-~ ;;;a -? ' U C,t'''<' 7~C- '' . U--l.<-

ship or \'es~el culled t.he .Cjit"4ell S' vI. I.ue United States, anu sole owner 
/---7(""-C tr-t/ l/;~Ul..- ,vbereof~_()rY;#I/7V7L Ct.;~ of is at prcse Master, nnd, p,s/ .tft.tc/-tJ!/1£'-/u/(/ / L / ~ ., L n Vtl':::";f..)l ' C:,1 J.l~ .... ,... ..... ;..:1 ,..1, r\1- "'\..~ 



v~~:scl 
~7~~ 

• 
, ~/7

', 
, 

\ 

, 

."....""1""5" .ur. ~~.e ,unite~.'State..S? and SOICownC~$r~ .8~.~P, or ' 
r~k-fC/7v7L CvL~-\ ' o~ , ;Z///LA!' 

C- . " , ' /ffZ (~~tJfY~uLl'/7U ., ( ','. : 'is, at pres~ 
he.hath swp~~;Pa CITlZEN.o(~n.E l!~-rTEp STA:ES, and thnt tll'e sa~~ 
bUllt..nt X V7 ~ ~ d71,r~.4.TiiZV C/- 41kV7 "c.-;." 

~~~v SC{/L;~d~<~k"cL- 1fi 
~ eN- 7* ~ a;tvJ :F v(tad~ ,,~ .~ .-. ':f:i~'~~·~(;or. /'M,Ct.- q;[;T/lqZf i-v Id4-U h '7,JE~I 

.~ . , 
: - , J'~;~:; de~dt:-~/iZ:; -: Aud . 

'i 
, having certified that said !Ship or vess~l has ~)t2 c;ieck 

. u:nd that her length IS 07U:.,I:-U'7f rt\< r-t rl..(,.(/-v feet .,~" h ; ~- '-:-', inches;• 

>Y ':> '>"~;: :\, "':" ;',?',- "be,r br~adt~ is· "~~7~ Iv~~' , ,',' fe'e~ ?~ ,~'~ '.. ,/~\ .:~n~h~s; , 

'~" ?'~~~~:;:ti:,}:/ )' . " " ,, ; · ' :!~~:~:~~~~££: (::<:=;:t~~::tr~~E~:r. 
, , ~ : ,_, ',"-: " ", , ' , . and~,~L- head; a.n1llh~ said ¥q-#~.&1f,/df -7 L-: : :. , 

">2,,,:::;:;:: ',' , havi~g agre~d to th.~ d.escription ~nu admeasUl:ementaboye. spe:j~j, 'nnd s~fficicn~ 
. :,~~,: .::- secunty havmg been gIVen, accordmg to t\ac 'l!U1d Act, ~hc ~ald !!2Ja~' , 

.' . ~ <: " has been duly enrolled at th;Po~t of &CVJ.-,';' c&-~ 

.•. , ••' : Given tinder my "and ~~ f!cal of OfJice, Iii liIe Port 0/J&4-r" ~,~ 
" " ' , ' ~ ' ",' " .', '. _/~# , " Distnet of l!eljast, 11t1.8 ~-lH--? u~y1./E day' of.


" : 7~£--f.....fl- 7~ '--_ lJl the year of our Lora one thousand (:191tt 


- . ':" :, .' : / ' .,/ h~marcd and fifty t-9;-:A : . :/' J'// 
, . /(P/f..;(t:V7" /l?,b~ ffJc>.-LI'j:' Z",-,,;,C£,--; <//-7: /h " _ft,,,) 

: 
./~ /b'l' /ftu ~): 'l,~,z.-, ',7 _~~ k;;) l/<-:--,~ 

' . -' 

' . .- ~ -' e"'/'/ ;!-,!/Z//''/ /-Jt !ft t! c ,d ~.z< /kJ e#"'
~;t:;/Ie-;/:ll>7<U .LJ'7/;:;p~a( e/tj,~ 

if:~iN~1:{Di~;.::,: ·. ,.,~' , ',' ',~< ,: " 
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