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Gentlemen of the Grand Jary~Your foreman !
on Raturday mfternnon anprized @ me thint you pro-
posed meating the Court this morning for the pur.
pose of snbmitting to its conslderaton the ques-
tiona whirh have been now propounded in your
name, and asking the instructions of the Courtin
the matter.

I thought it advisable for the ®*more clear un-
derstanding of the remarks I shall offer you, 10
present them in writing, and [ have nccordingly
thkia morning, made & hasty sketch of thes subsiance
of what [ propose sayingto you.

The intelligence announced hy the morning pa-
pers, of the abandonment of the first atiack at-
tempted on Cuba by the Expedition from the U. 8,
and the roturn of thosa engaged to this country,
would seem 10 Indieate that ail further expoctation
of prosecuiing the enterprize had been nbandoned.
Buy, if this be ro, it does not sbsolve thossa who
have been concerned in it, and whn have lent thom-
selves to promote the illegal expedition, or to pro-
vide or prepare the means for fts execution. Your
duty in respeet to their past conduet remains the
same 4 if the enterprise was still in sctive and de-
termined proseeution.

In snswor tothe enquiry addressed by the Grand
Jury to the Count, resppeting their powoers, I would
staic, that in my jodgment you have the autherit
to inatitute &n investigation into all alleged crimi-
nal viplatiens of the law, without baving specific
complaint laid before you, snd aiso without being
directed in the matier by particular instructions
from the court. .

The practics in this respeet varies in different
Kiates, ana witheut detrining you with any argn.
ment upon the subject,it wijl probably mect all you
desirﬁ%ﬁb frem the Court, to state that in this
District and Cirenit, it has always been theacoept-
ed rule, that the Grand Jury could, of its own pow-
er, ipatitute examinations and direet bills of in-
dictment in eriminal maters without any previons
action of a magistrate or the Distriet Attorney, ot a
formnl complaint by an informer. However, to
avoid all deliency on the part of the Grand Jury,
in relation 10 the partleular matter brought to the
atientlon of the Court, I shall advise your body to
take immediate cognizance of this subject, and in-
stitute the most searching enquiries to nzeeriain
whether there has been any violation of the laws
of thie United States, interdicting un}' hos'ile move-
ment or any enterprises agninst the Island of Cuba,
being a Colony or sportion of a territory at peace
with this country. 'Bhe act of Congrass of April
20th, 1818, prescribes the law of neutrality which
our citizens are bound to obterve and regard to
foreign nations. t

The provisions are sirict, but no more so than
comport with the high character for juStice and
good faith towards others, which itis the pollcy
and atm of thir governmant to.maintain. In leav.
Ing to every citizen, mx a3t imdividunl, the indisputa~
bie right to expatriute himselt ut his option, and
conneet himself with any other nation or psopls,

this government must still possess the unquestion-

Abhie meghwt to prohibit its citivens, individually or in-
nszocintions with others, entering into engagements
or mensures, within the Americnn territory or upon
Awmerican votaels, hostile to other natons, and
which mny compromise our peace with them,

It would ba most deplorable i no such control-.
ling power existed in this Government, and if men
might be allowed, under the influence of svly, or
even good motives, to ret on foot warlike enterpri.
#ca from our shore, against nations at peace with.
us.and thus for private ohjectx, sordid in thrmselves..
or under the Inlluence of fanaticlsam or wikl delu-
soun. bring upon thecountry at their own disere-
tion the calamities of war. The will of the nation,
ix expressed in thir respect, bythe statute of Aprif
U 1819, Tt sttempta to guard against the infraction

“of the prase and rights of fricndiy powers, by ont
own people, or by actadone within our tervitory by
inhs’bmng:‘ix,creiu all grocnedin 2 of n warlike pur-

w0 or tewdency against any foreign Guvergment

o people whh w{mixt\ the W Ta e a%tm-':t‘c'&%"
only provisions of tha statute which come within
the scepe of your imquiry, ta which tha eoun,
gud o which your atentton shall also be diree-
trd. are contained in the fth See., of the Marute
which makes ita high misdemennor for sny par-
ron within the territory o¢ jurisdietion of {he oited
Riatento bagin, or ret on foot, or provide. or prepare
menns for “T rilitary expedition or entorpriee 1o
be earried gnihers sgafust the territory or dfninions
of'nny ﬁ-aﬁ%&m,or i, of gf any tnlony
or Dirtriet or people, with whom me&'nnca Bine
ure at peace.
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Thix’ langoage i¢ Very comprahensive and pe- | . . . . P
| remplory. it defines,” as @ national nffente, the - ) Les
firat efforts o1 pronosalsio gesup & milisary enter+

rize within this country against a friendly power, | . | /7 : .

tdoes not wait for_the pre 0 be consymuted | . a""g’ v -

by any force I any 1Zny [ OF (e .
claration of , but strikes at the firntacts manifost- .
fng i1, however fintly. The offence iscommited by |.

_ beginning 1he expedition. Such beginning wonld be
the first inciplent step taken, with a view to the .
enterprize, by either engaging men, munitions of b
war, or mrans of transporiation, or funds for i -
mamininance, and sren farther it is not necessary
thnt the means shall be sctually provided, or pro- - ’
cored. The siatule makes Ita crime to prepare ’ \ .
there means  This would clearly comprehend the
making ready, and the tender or offer of such
means 10 encourage or indace the expedition, and
may probably include aieo sny plan er arrange-
ment having in view i ald and furthersnce of the |

y enterprize.
dg‘-:/a o 4 !?nser'i.provluiml of the Inw, you will there.

fore inautre whether uny perron or parsons have
heen concerned within this district, in getiing uK [}
o~

hostile expedition againat the Inland of Cuba, w
W Wmngh their ageney or influence,
i - 2vE vonnbred, enlistod, or emplosed to -
earry it en; whether amunitions of war, money, ot *
transport voasels have been pravided here for that
objeat, or officers commissioned, ot veasels freight.
ed to (ransport wmunitions of war or men o the
field of sciivn, Pretences and colorings will be
employen 1o mask the mal-objret the parties {o Huch
criminal projects contemnplate. but if you discover
| the purpote really 10 be, \o xupply the means of
hoatile sggresuion ngainel Cuba, then all persons
econnected with ip, and for teat olijeet, and if these
faate or pronf fasten nn any fndiviion] a participa-
tion iw xuch acte, 1t 1« your duty te indier him for
the vielation of, the Suuute, mnd present him for
trinl before this conrt
It muat be manifest to you, gentiemen, tha! the
eritmmal derdgn, if undertaken, will e mannged
with smuch disgnice and caution.  Jv s not pruba-
ble that roldiere will be promating i, witheut being
;msw‘eru!;lc ruzme ;i‘ula:inxt aof the Umind States .
*luwe 8 the undermking, the same 88 if their pro- - - - iy 'zz EZ)
coedingd hnd heen n;mf!y neul avowedly lnmxzded Zﬁ ljf@wm =3
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PROCLAMATION,

BY JOUN ANTHONY QUITMAN,
Governor of the SNtate ot Mississippl,

Wherkas, The people of Mississippi have
repeated!y, in public meelings, in popular
couventions, and by Legislative resolves,
claimed and asserted their equality of right
with the other States ol this Union, in and
to the free use and enjoyment of the terri-
torv belonging in common to these United
States: and have frequently and pnb]icl(
deelared their fixed determination, at all
hazards, to maintain these rights, so essen-
tial to their freedom and equality.

And. whereas, By recentacts of Congress,
the people of Mississippi, in common with
the citizens of all the slaveholding states,
have been virtually excinded from their
just rights, in the greater portion, if not all
of the vast and rich territories acquire(i
from Mexico in the late war; and thus, by
unjust and insulting diseriminations, the
advantages and benefits of the Federal
Union. have been denied to them.

And, whereas, The abolition, by Congress.
of the slave trade in the Distriet of Colum-
bia, and other acts of the Federal govern-
ment, done and threatened, leave no reason-
able hope that the aggressions upon the
rights of the peaple of the slaveholding
states will cease, until, by direct or indirect
means, their domestic institutions are over-
thrown:

Now, THEREFORE, That the proper autho-
rities of the State may be enabled to take
into consideration the alarming state of our
publie afairs, and, il possible, avert the
evils which impeud over ns: that the State
may be placed in an attitude to assert her
sovereignty, and tliat the wneans may be
provided to meetany and every emergency
which may happen :

I, Joun AgQuiTmaN, Governor of the
State of Mississippi, exercising the powers
in me vested by the Constitution, do here-
by convene the Legislature of this State,
and do appoint Moxpay, THE EIGHTEENTH

Dav or Noveuser next, for the meeting of
both Houses ot the Legislature, at the Cepi-
tol, in Jackson, the seat of government of
thix Ntate.

In testimony wheregf, 1 have heve-
unto set my hand and caused
the great seal of the State to
be atfixed. at the city of Jack-

son. the 26th of September,
A. D., 1850, and of the sove-
reignty of Misssissippi, the
thirty-fourth.

By the Governor:
Jo. Berr, Nee'y. of State.
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