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OFFIOE IN WASHINC'rON,� 
ODEON BUILDING, CORNER OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AND t AND i STREET•�.. 

OFFICE I., BALTlJlOB.E, , 
CAHROLL HALl" CORNER OF BALTIMORE,AND CALVERT STREETS. 

OFFI()B IN WILMINGTON. ' 
GLAZIER'S BUILDING, CORNER OF MARKET AND' THIRD 8TREETS.., 

.oFFIOE IN PHILAnBLPHIA.', ';,' 
No. 100 CHESNUT STREET, ABOVE,,.H'IRD STREET, 

(SECOND FLOOR.) 

All communicatioM made over thla Line are confidentlnl, the operators being bound by oath not 
to divulge the contonts of any despatch. ' ."; , " : "" ... 

Should the patron. of the Line.at any time have .docuion to make complaintl, .the'yarer~t. ... 
fully referred to the General Supermtendent, who WIll make redreea (or any negleot on tbe part of 
persoM employed by the Company. ' . . \, 

DBNBY I. BOGllnS; General Sapel'iDteDc1ent. 

Itr 1 .enae reply by carrier promptly-writ\. your deapateh plain--ue no figurc.s-gfve IIddress 
ill' fuTCof person to whom lent-pre-pay-etnte if the IUlIwer i' to be paid by you, and where yeu are 
to be found. . . 
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Between New-York, PhUadelphla, Baltimore &. Washington, 
(AND ~TEB.)(EDIATE STATION8.) • 

CO'llnecting with, the ~oulltern) We.~tern) Ea8tern and Northern Li~8 of MfW8e'8 Telegraplt. 
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Bright White Ligbt at the Foremast IIead.� 
Wilen nutlet" Wtigh, a Green Light on the Starboa-rd Rille,� 

Re(l Light on the Port Side,� ~ 
...

," 
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Wi,en 'at .I1nchor.-A Common Bright Light. The Lantern so constructCtl 
as to show~o. good light'all round·the:U:0rizon. 

1. 'rhc .Mast Head Light to be visible at a distance ''of atleast-6"1 miles in.a 
clear dark night, and the Lantern to be so constructed as to shew a t.mi~o~~.and 
unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of 20 points of the Comp~viz: from 
right ahead to two points abaft the beam on each side of the Ship. 

2. The colored side ~ight8 to be visible at a distance of at least 2 miles in 
a clear dark night, and the Lanterns to' be so ~onstructed as to shew a ,uniform 
and unbroken light over an a.1"c.: of 'the horiz01("of 10 point8 of thc';{;Ol'ifpass',:viz : 
from right ahead to two points abaft ~he beam on their rcsJlcctive sides. 

3. The side Lights to be moreover fitted with inboard screens of at least 3 
feet long t(f'prevent them from being seen across the how, The screens to be 
placed in a {ore and aft line witll the inner ed~e on the sitl(~ lights.

DI·AGRAM. 

'rile following DilL.~'Tlt1Il!~ UTt: intent/etl to illusl,'ule the l()orl.-ing of tI,r1NJO'l'el'lfl1l: 

1ST SITUATION. 

. In this situation the Steamer A will only sec 
the Red light of the Vessel D, in whichsocver of 
the three positions the latter. may happen to be, 
because the green light will be hid from view. 
A will be assured that the larboard side of B i!l 

( 
/towards him, and that the latter is therefore cross�

ing the bows of A in some direction tf) Port. A I.� 

will therefore [if so ,close as to fear collision] port� 
his helm with confidence, and pass clear. On .I ,.� 
the other hand, the Vessel B, In either of the� I II I
three ~sitions, will see the red, green, aDd malt Ihead hghts of A, which will appear in a triangular 
form, by which the former will know that n 
Steamer is approaching dirutly towards him-B 
will act accordingly. 

IIt is BCllrcely ncccs~ary tv remark that the mast , ' 

head light will always be visible ill every Hilua
lion till abaft the neam. 
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2ND SITUATION. 

Here A will Bee B,~','8"'~m light 50nly,which 
will clearly indicate to the former that B is cross· 
ing to starboard. ! A~n' A's,: ,ht'tt lights being 
visible to B; will apprIze the latter thal a-Steamer 
is steering directly towards him. I 

_-oZ-,...,'-----_3D SITUATION. 
, , ~~,'B, .. \,.'~.' , ")

A and B will see each.other'lj red light only. iJ~ 
The screens preventing the ~ma 'lights being '. ., . (. /. 

seen. Both Vessels are eVidently passing to " 

Port. 
.. ,.. ,' 

'1 
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4TH SITUATION. 
• : '. " ~ j I . . i ~ " 

Here a green light only ~ll be visible to each; 
~1' ;'~{:",~.~.:: 'LJ~.

the screens preventing the red lights being seen. 
They are therefore passing to 8tarlJoard•. 

._._-----

5T~ SITUATION. 

This is a situation requiring caution-the red 
light in view to A, and green to B, will inform 
both that they are approaching each other in an 
oblique direction. A should put his helm to port, 
according to the fltanding rule mentioned in the 
next situation. 

6TH SITUATION. 

Here the two colored lights, visible' to each,_ 
will indicate their direct approach towards each 
other. In this situation it ought to be 11 Standing 
Rule that both should put their helms to Port. 
This rule ill already pretty generally adopted; but 
it would add to safety if It were made imperative: 
for it is evident, that without some rule of thi!i 
kincl, well understood and practised, it will be 
impossible to guard at all times against accident:s 
in the situation of the two Vessels here given. 
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'fhe 1nanner of fixing the Colored Lights should bc particularly nttcnded 
to. 'fhey will require to be fitted, eacll, with a screen ot" wood or canVRSA un 
the inboard side, in order to prevent both being scen at the same moment from 
Iloy direction but that of right-a-head. 

This is important, for without the 8creens any plan of bow-lights would be 
in-effective as- a means of indicating the direction of Steering. 

This will be readily understood by a refer~nce t~ the preceding illustratiolls, 
where it will appear evident, that in any situation in which two vessels may ap
proach each other in the dark, the colored lights will in.stantly indicate to both 
the ,!"elati"De course of each-that is; each will k,now whether the other is ap
plooaching directly or crossing the bows, either to starboa1'd or to port. 'fhis 
intimation' is all that itl required to enable vessels, to pass each other in the 
dnrkest night, with almost equal 'safety as in broad day, and for the want of 
which so many lamentable ac'cidents have occurred. 

. It might prove of infinite service, combined with the above plan of ligbing 
Steamers, if all sailing Vessels were provided with a Green and a Red Lant"orn, 
to be shewn by hand on the Starboard or Port Bow, according to the side on 
which theVesscl nlight be appr'oacbing. It 

If at anchor, all Vessels, without distinction, to exhibit a common Light 




