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SUBJECT: Aftermath of  Attacks on Armed. Force's i n  Oriente ~r/.yp&e 
P r .  

Following t h e  b e ~ ~ t i n g  of f  of a t t a c k s  on. aruiy p o s t s .  a t  4 

Sant iago de Cuba and Bayamo i n  Or ien te  Province on July 26, I 
t h e  armed fo rce s .were  r epo r t ed  f o r  s e v e r a l  days t o  be pursuing 
f u g i t i v e  p a r t i c i p a - n t s  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t s  who had t a  en r e fuge  i n  4 
t h e  s m i a A g  a ~ 8 - ~ - ~ - - c e u n t r y s i d e .  Severa !f encounters  -. 
were r e p o r t e d  from which t h e  aea ths  of  f u g i t i v e s  were s a i d  t a  fh) 

have r e s u l t e d ,  a l though  t.here has been no completely r e l i a b l e  
4 

r e p o r t  of t h e  t o t a l  rlumber o f  persons k i l l e d  i n  t h e s e  a f f r ays .  
0 

According t o  r e p o r t s  of Consul S tory  i n  Sant iago de Cuba \ 
and o f  t h e  & b a s s y f s  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e r  who was i n  San t iago  a) 
de Cuba on- business j u s t  a f - t e r  t h e  a t t a c k s ,  t h e  be l ie f .  was t 
widespread %nong  respons ib le  members of t h e  community t h a t  t h e  
Army, both  du r ing  t h e  a t t a c k s  and i n  subsequent mopping-up 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  was showing no q u a r t e r  t o  cap tured  i n su rgen t s  o r  

CTI 

suspec ted  i n su rgen t s .  Some co lo r  was l e n t  t o  t h i s  b e l i e f  by thet 
04 

r e p o r t e d  number of.wounded a t t a c k e r s  which was ve ry  s m a l l  i n  
comparison wi th  t h e  wounded i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  A copy of  t h e  
pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Off ice r"  r e p o r t  is enclosed. \ 

Poss ib ly  motivated by t h i s  beJ ief ,  t h e  Archbishop of . - 
Sant iago  de  Cuba and o the r  p r o m i ~ b n t  persons approached kl. 
Alfredo Dm RIO Chaviano, commander of t h e  regiment t h a t  had 
been a t t acked ,  r e p o r t e d l y  wi th  a view t o  o b t a r q g  assurance  

' t h a t  f u g i t i v e s  could sur render  wi thout  f e a r  of r e p r i s a l s .  Such 
assurance was e;iven by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  and t h e  Archbishsp 
undertook pe r sona l ly  t o  seek ou t  f u g i t i v e s  and persuade them'to 
s u ~ r e n d e r  i n  accordance w i th  t h e  terms of  r ea s su r ing  proclamat ions  
i s s u e d  by Col. Del Rio Chaviano. The p r e l a t e ' s  e f f o r t s  were 
s u c c e s s f u l  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  on'August l . , t he  a u t h o r f t i e S  taok 
i n t o  custody,  apparen t ly  p a r t l y  throggh f ~ , e e  sur render  to the 
Archbishop and p a r t l y  through unopposed capture ,  a group in- r", 
c lud ing  F i d e l  CASTRO who i s  accused of  being (and w h ~  claims si 
t o  b e )  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  a t t a c k  on 'the barracks32t  Sant iago 
de Cuba. 

0 
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There p r o b a b l y ' a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u g i t i v e s  st i l l  uncaptured I 1' 
and t h e  is  a c t i v e l y  continuing, mopping-up 
There have been no f u r t h e r  repor ts-of  ? igh t ing  35- 
t i o n  of Castyo and h i s  companions. It appears t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  O r i e n t e  P r o v i n c e - i s  completely under c o n t r o l  and t h a t  in- 
flamed pas s ions  have subsided considerably  from t h e  l e v e l  seem- 
i n g l y  provoked by t h e  a t t a c k s ,  

.. - 

. , 
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o p g r a t i ~ n s ,  
.nge the deten- 

F i d e l  Cast ro  part1.ccfpated i n  t h e  Cayo Conf i tes  expedi t ion  1 and has  been accused o f  "gangsterisrnfr as a Univers i ty  s t u d e n t  
and o f  s e v e r a l  murders. He is repor ted  t o  have been an Ortodoxo 
up t o  some months ago when he withdrew t o  become an  independent. 
He i s  being h e l d  without b a i l  i n  Sant iago ae Cuba on s e d i t i o n  
charges .  Reportedly through an evasion of  censorsh ip  c o n t r o l ,  
E l  C r i s o l  publ ished on August 3 a claimed in te rv iew wi th  Cast ro ,  

. g= r epd r t ed  t h a t  Cast ro  assumed f u l l  r e s q a n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
l e a d e r g h i p  of . the a t t a c k s  on Ju ly  26 and tha-ti he s a i d  that the-- -..-*- -- 
a t t a c k s  had ko connect ion wi th  t h e  Aut4Bntico-Ortodoxo Montreal 
p a c t ;  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  a t t a c k s  were independent 
Ortodoxo followers of  t h e  chib&s program; t h a t  t h e  arms used 
were acqui red  i n  Cuba; and t h a t  f i nances  had not  a m e  from ex- 
P r e s i d e n t  PRIO but  had been r a i s e d  by t h e  a t t a c k e r s  themselves, 
He was a l s o  quoted as saying t h a t  120  had taken p a r t  i n  t h e  
a t t a c k  i n  San t iago  de Cuba and -28  i n  t h e  u p r i s i n g  a t  Bayamo. 
Ia connect ion w i th  f inances ,  t h e  Min is t ry  of  Informat ian claimed 
on August 3 t h a t  employees o f  a company i n  Matanzas who were 
involved - in  t h e  up r i s ing ,  had forged checks on t h e i r  employ,ers 
f o r  " severa l  thousand pesosw t o  he lp  f inance  t h e  undertaking.  

There is  a v a i l a b l e  no informat ion regard ing  t h e  t o t a l  
, nuinber of a r r e s t s  i n  Cuba of persons who may hav a c t u a l l y  been e, imp l i ca t ed  i n  t h e  a t t a c k s  o r  who were merely susp c t e d  on some 

ground o f  conceivable  complici ty.  It is c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  have 
been many . a r r e s t s  throughout t he l coun t ry  but f requent l  y  t h e  
p r i s o n e r  has  been. qu ick ly  re leased .  De f in i t e  evidence o f  t h e  
cont inued de t en t ion .  of c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u ~ e q  w a s ,  t h e  d e n i a l  
n August 1 by a Habana cou r t  of habeas h i t s  I n  f a v o r  

k A r a c e 1 i . o  AZCUY, - Jose Manuel 
Osc,ar ALVARADO, Lazaro 
(Communist), Car los  HERNANDEZ, and A r a m i s  TABOADA. T h i s  was 
t h e  f i rs t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Lazaro PeEa w a s  under a r r e s t .  'It 
i s  n o t  known whether o t h e r  prominent Communists are b e i n g '  
he ld  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Minor CommZinist l e a d e r s  i n  v a r i ~ u s  
l o c a l i t i e s  a r e  r epo r t ed  t o  have.been ptcked up, a l t h ~ ~ t g h  not 
always r e t a i n e d  i n  custody. It i s  poss ib l e  thawwelf-known 
Communists such as Juan PslARIN&L,LO and B l a s  ROCA, as welE  as 
non-Communists such as Jose  PAHDO Llada, have gone i n t o  h id ing ,  
T h e  Ambassador w a s  t o l d  by ano ther  member of t h e  diplomat ic  

'L 
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G' r corps  t h a t  a number of p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  had taken refuge i n  i t h e  B r a z i l i a n  and Mexican &rnbassies, a l though t h i s  report has  
no t  been o f f i c i a l l y  confirmed, 

Reports  made t o  the  Saptiago de Cuba Urgency Court by . 
Col. Del Rio Chaviano have j u s t  been published,  The h i g h l i g h t s  
of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  a re :  t h e  a t t a c k s  were made by llelements 
d i r e c t e d n  by l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Prio ~ u t e n t b c o ,  Ochoa Ortodoxo 
and Comunis t  p a r t i e s ;  they  were c a r r i e d  out  wi th  mq&&rn weapons, 
almost a l l  coming from Montreal, Canada, by wCubans-.tand foreignersw ' 

numbering between 400 and 500; and t h a t  t h e r e  had been s e i z e d  
31 r i f les ,  shotguns and carb ines ,  a  machine gun, hand grenades,  
and a quan t i t y  of ammunition, inc lud ing  explosive  b u l l e t s .  

An o f f i c i a l  of t h e  Minis t ry  o f  I n f o r w t i o n  w a s  ass igned 
t o  w r i t e  a s t o r y  on the  a t t a c k s  f o r  r e l e a s e  1 newspapers. 
He ga thered  i n f o  rnation on t h e  ground 'a t  
upon his r e t u r n  % s ppl ied  t$e Smbassy h i s  
findings &-id observat ions .  He said 
a t t a c k s  t h e  Minis t ry  of Information s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r  had gone 
t o  Sant iago de Cuba w i t S  a ti pa ' that  a t t a c k s  were t o  be made* 
He could a t t r i b u t e  t h e  s u r p r i s e  achieved by $he a t t a c k e r s  only 
t o  l a x i t y  o r  a "des i r e  t o  have t h i n g s  happen as they  didlt. This 
in format ion  is  i n  l i n e  wi th  a s ta tement  by Ambassador CONCH%SO 
'to Ambassador BEAULAC t h a t  t h e  Se rv i c io  9 Intelizencia M i l i t a r  
(SIM) had known beforehand t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k s  were beipg planned 
( s e e  despatch No. 191 of July 31, 1953): Despite t h e  s ta tements  
of Cuban o f f i c i a l s  t h e  h b a s s y  f i n d s  it h q d  t a  be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  
a t t a c k  d i d  not achieve complete su rp r i s e .  . + 

The Minis t ry  of Information o f f i c i a l  also s a i d  t h a t  t he  
weapons o f  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  could have been obta ineq i n  Cuba, t h a t  
some of them were recondft ioned,  t h a t  t h e  hand grenades were 
a l l  o l d  and some of them f a i l e d  Fo explode, t h a t  only  the  ex- 
p l o s i v e  b u l l e t s  would have had t-o be imported, and t h a t  he 
be l i eved  t h a t  all of the a t t a c k e r s  were Cubans, He a l s o  ex- 
p re s sed  t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  i n  Sarimgo de Cuba 
could no t  have numbered more than  100, 

I 
On August 3 Pres iden t  BATISTA awarded the Cross of  Honor, 

t h e  h ighes t  Cuban m i l i t a r y  decorat ion,  t o  t h e  regiment s t a t i o n e d  
a t  Sant iago  de Cuba f o r  i t s  defense of  i ts  barracks  t h e r e  on 
J u l y  26. I n  h i s  speech t o  t h e  regiment p ra i s ing  i t s  accon,  
condemning t h e  a t t a c k s ,  aqd p romis iw  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  ~ i d o w s  
and orphans o f  t h e  k i l l e d  s o l d i e r s ,  B a t i s t a  revea led  t h a t  repre- 
s e n t a t i v e s  o f  ex-President P r io  had approached him-to arrange 
cond i t i ons  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  r e t u r n  t o  Cuba a t  2 time before 
Texas, Mamaroneck and o the r  d i scover ies  proved t h e  "worthless- , ness  of PrioTs wordv. 

t 

I * 
t 
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From: 
Subject :  

Habana , August 

The Ambassador 
J C  an t  e r  
Abortive Revolt i n  Santiago 

P a g e . L o f  
Encl. N~.JL. 
Desp. N o . , 3 =  
F r o m ~ w  , 

3 ,  1953 

My personal experience of t h e  J u l y  26 abor t ive  revdt i n  
Sant iago de Cuba was as fol lows; ,  i 

I took t h e  Santiago-Habana bus f o r  Santiago a t  Cabaigub ,  
Las V i l l a s ,  at .12:15 p.m. on Sunday, July'26. There was no 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  any t roub le  was brewing u n t i l  t h e  bus had gone 
a f e w , m i l e a  beyond Vic to r i a  d8 l a s  Tunas, province of  Oriente ,  
when s o l d i e r s  stopped and boarded t h e  bus and sc. ned t h e  r passengers. This occurred around 5:00 p.m. Aro nd 5:45 p.m. 

- - - - - - - a - e 6 h e m ~ ~ - s + d e & ~ S n n -  t-hzee soldiers "s-kopped 
t h e  bus, ordered a l l  passengers t o  disembark, and searched 
the baggage. A t  Bayamo ,: Bdirt? and Co-ntramaestre the bus "was . 
again boarded by s o l d i e r s  and another search  o f  t he~baggage  was 
undertaken. A t  Palma Soriario, EXL Cobre, and at the' entrance t o  
Sant iago a l l  male passengers were ordered t o  disembark and they 
were searched fop t h e  possesskon o f  f i rearms.  A t  the bus station 
$n t l  Sant iago de -Cuba--the b a ~ i g e  was again - . s & . r ~ h e ~ - A t  all places__- 
where t h e  -bus w a s  hal ted,  I noted t h a t  a searcn  was being made of 
private automobiles also. Z .. 

d i n  Santiago about 9 : Z O  p.m. The city was quiet, 
i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  A t  t h e  Hotel Casa Granda, 
e was no s p e c i f i c  information a s . t o  exac t ly  
u t  it was only  there t h a t  I lkarned that an 

Moncada Barracks had taken place and that  
persons had qeen k i l l e d  . in  the affair. 

L 

27, the re  was no apparent isturbance i n  4 ded t o  t h e  Univers i ty  o f ' o r i en te '  withuus 
r 

, there were a number of s o l d i e r s  s ~ a t i o n e d  
ntersec t ions ,  as well  as po l i ce  dressed in* 
r ry ing  r i f l e s ,  A t  t he  Universzty, profess~rs  
ad received r e p o r t s  from persons livfng near 

e f f e c t  t h a t  th$ captured assaiLants had.been 
blood and t h a t  t h e  wounded a s s a i l a n t s  had &so 
The s t o r y  we& t h a t  c r i e s  o f  "Don't ki lk  metR 

r racks.  These were followed by camands to r q _ ~  
of shots. After  t h a t ,  complete ilen2e. k. f Z ARMGO, Director  o f i C u l t u r a l  R e  atkons of tihs 
a member of  the  Ortodoxo Party, infamed m& %ha$, 

i c k e d  up around noon on Gnday, detained at the :' i 
L; -- 

-m- - " 
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I Barracks,  and then  r e l eased  about tsn o'clock Monday morning. 
He s a i d  he saw b loods ta ins  everywhere. The Univ rsity pro- er f e s s o r s  a l s o  informed m e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been gunf r e  a t  var ious  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  sane morning. Except f o r  t h e  sight o f  
s o l d i e r s  and p o l i c e  who remained a t  var ious  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  
t h e  c i t y , t h e r e  was during t h a t  day o r  t h e  next no sign o f  the  . 
dis turbance .  The park ou t s ide  t h e  h o t e l  which i s  u s u a l l y  filled 
with people u n t i l  2 a.m. w a s  deser ted  by 9 p.m. It was r epor t ed  
t h a t  t h e  Army had ordered a t e n  o t c lock  curfew. 

On Wednesday I went t o  Guanthamo by t r a i n .  En r o u t e  to  
21 Manguito, where I was t o  take  t h e  t r a i n ,  bhe c a r  i n  wh ich '  
I w a s  r i d i n g  w a s  stopped near t h e  town of  :Altosongo and a tbLa  
Maya by members of t h e  Rural Guard, who searched t h e  baggage o f  
t h e  passengers,  En rou te  t o  t h e  Naval Base prom Ouantbamo t h e  

- c a r  was stopped by members of t h e  Naval Post  a t p a b a n e r a  and 
=-a&-n-&he ba-ggage was--searched. A similar sea&-was- raade -at . - 

t h e  same p laces  on t h e  t r i p  back t o  Santiago on Thursday, J u l y  29. 

On Friday,  Ju ly  30, while I was a t  t h e  Univers i ty ,  the 
Rector,  Dr. Fe l ipe  SALCXNES Morlote, t o l d  me t h a t  the day. before  
he had gane t o  see t h e  Commander of t h e  Moncada Barracks, Colonel 
Rio Chaviano, and requested t h a t  t h e  Army allow fugitive assailanks 

- -  . - -  t o  g-ive -t-hemselves up. I t  h as known,-Salcines sai;d,_ that f u g i t i v e s  - - 
caught,  i n s t e a d  of being-allowed t o  surrender ,  ,were being shot 
down, D r .  S a l c i n e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel Rio Chaviano had g iven  
him permission t o  contact  t h e  $ugi t ives  and t o  t u r n  them over  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  author  t i e s .  Dr.* Sa lc fnes  t o l d  me t h a t  
he had seen a dead f u g i t i v e  dres  -!T ed i n  army t r o u s e r s  who had re- 
ce ived  a b u l l e t  i n  t h e  abdomen but t h e  t r o q s e r s  showed no b u l l e t  

+ holes.  There were o the r  ca ses  of f u g i t i v e s  who had been k i l l e d +  
but no b loods t a ins  were v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  p l aces  whkre they  were 
found. The assumption was t h a t  they  had been k i l l e d  elsewhere 
and t h e i r  bodies moved. -l 

I took t h e  t r a i n  from Santiago a t  2:15 psra, on Friday,  - 
J u l y  31, and a r r i v e d  i n  Habana a t  7 :30  a.m. Saturday, August 1. 
The train was not stopped a t  any p o i n t ,  nor searched by the 

-\I 

3- 
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~nclosure"0. HA'BANA . 
EL CRISQE despatch NO. 2@t 

dated August 11, 1953 AIJG 7 - 1953 
- .  - 

de 
I a1 Pres-idente 'B 
i El Presidente de la- Repiiblica 
pregnntas que le f u e r o n .  
representacihn y e r i o d i s t i c a dal exterior f 

' prensa, en la que el &-Iono~abJ-e Sr. ,.-- -- -- -- 
~ r e s i d e n t < - s  l a  Republics, Gene- 
ral Fulgencio Batista, respondiertdo CI 

E l  Ministerio de ~nfoi.maci6n nos , estims ha!aguefi& :a perspectlvs ! rern1ti6 allorhe la slguirnte notw o r r a  Cuba, y que se encusntrd muy 
j of~via l :  1 sa tisfecbo cle la polltica asumida 

"l\linislerin rle Ilrformncii ,~~'  por el fi-o?,ic;-rnc~ que preside en nt2- 

, a preguntas de correapotlsales de 
! las distintas agenci>s de notlc~as,  
, y de peri6dicos y revistas de va 
': rias capitales, formulo interesantes 

y t~ascendenta les  declaraciones. 
' Sobre muy variados tbpicos f u 6 ,  1 interrogado. el Jefe del Fstado, y t 

; entre las muchas preguntas que le / 
Cueron forn~uladas  destacan por su 

, Importancia en materia economica 
. la del corr~sponsal  d e  La Nac~on  
I de Santiago de Ch~le ,  acerca del 
( lu tu ro  econ6miro de Cuba en 10s' 

prcisimos dos afios 

t 

Agn5Lo (i, 1953, Ilirrrribll <k- tcria ecc1:6nllca, concretsmente. 
Iir.r.sl c l ~  lJrtl)licicl~cl y I ~ ~ P I I ~ R ~  con r ~ s p ( > c t o  a la ecclnomia azxca- 
It>sc.ritn, Notn No. 8. Ir:ntrr\fis. , --- ---- --.-- - .--. -- - -- I 
tn  clr Prelrsr Concrclicla porj (Continire en IP PSgina SIETEI ' 
el lIo~rornl,le Spiior Prercitlrn- ----- --- 
i t -  cle In Hepithlien General 
F l ~ I ~ ~ n c i c ,  Batisla y Zitldivnr, 
it 10s. Correspunsa~t?~ cle la 
f 'r~~&lC F:xtranjera Acrcdita 
do\ en Cuba. / E n  las hltimas horas de la tsr-  

! de de ayer, en cl Palacio Pres~den-  
I cial, tuvo lugar la ~n t r ev i s t a  de 
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&bi&.BiiSSY, Hkj3klu k 

TIIIS U1':PAlCTnIlSNT 01; 5-I"\'1'1IZ. WASIIINGTON.  

2 of t h e  f a c t  that it has 

, 

An American source (A-2) who r ecen t ly  made a short  r o m d  

Embassy has received no i n f  orrnation from o t h e r  

b e  t h e  l a s t ,  

For t h e  Charge dtAf2air8s, -5,i.: 

Acting Counselor o f  Embassy 
I 

1 
I 
I 
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Page 
*.:9eb Fa 

J ' Frorq 

? 
C \ 

. . 

-. . - - o f  [ ' . C O R F I  % --I Pag 1 
No. - . - . . . -. - !~XGURZTY . r r d  EX;. N~.~& 

- .- -. - - . +- . . .. . . - - . - - . . ((:Id \ .$ i / l  Desp. No. 
~rorn- 

10 August 1953 - 

Sub j : Possible Landing at o r  Near Mariel 

1, This o f f i c e  has obt:.lned i n f o r ~ s t j o n  t k t  t h e  Cuban 
Navy i s  a l e r t ed  fo r  am at tack 'in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Marie1 
from 1 5  to 20 Augxst 'with the  rnost probable da te  as 15 
August, Capt air1 Guillermo Drigg,s, Director  of the.. Cuban 
Naval Academy, has heen ;.j.velz t he  c o ~ s t  l i n e  frorh Kulata 
t o  -Banes (Cent r~ i l  ~abansl]  as !:is area .  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and has prepared a comnuni.ca.t ions  111EXi ' t cver ing  t h i s  &Tea, 

',* 

2, It is knov~n t k t  the hraval Air Stz.tion, &;i.riel, i 
a s p e c i a l  a l e r t ;  gms and search  lights hzvepeen  mounted 

e s y , - e - ~ f ~ a 3 l y  ag857st a - lmding  o$ troopnand ar 
\a 

3.  Guajaibon, whi ch is e a s t  of  b i z r i e l ,  i s  cor!siciered an 
excel lent  p l w e  f o r  l and ing .  A small p i e r  exis ts  the re  
and road  corirnunications t o  the c e n t r a l  highway a r e  not 
too bad. It i s  known W12t t h e r e  ?.re rnmy A u t e ~ t i c o s  
l i v i n g  i 1 1  thks general area, d 

- -  _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  _ 
4. Although it i s  known t h a t  t h e  Naval-iir ~ ~ & % i o i ,  1 W T e r  --- 

a has been e s p e c i a l l y  a l e r t ed ,  t h e  Cubzfi Navy sent  a generzl  
rnessqe to u n i t s  west of Havana i n d i c ~ t i r i g  t h ~ t  no specis1 
sl ert condit ions exi st, I 
5 ,  This  comrnunic~: t i o n  colr~e s from two ( 2 )  d i f fe ren t  source'k, 
' b t h  of whici! have been u s u s l l y  re l i ab le  ir. the past .  

.. - 
Respectf~il.l.y, 

\ 

W , I.li. ;i>iKOK 
Capta in ,  U.S.. 
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FRCM : Ii!!~iniijassg.r, dt-tawa 

X Z Y  1.: 1 ) ~ ~ :  13~\5c-r~zi:x~r oi: ?ST.\TIL t ~ . ~ s ~ x ~ s c ; , : r ~ ~ x .  

. I n l l r ~ b a ~ ~ y '  s ~'cle;l;r.a~lls l,o. -265 of' Ju 
2c:spal;ck i ;o.  1314 o; June 24., 

b.at t e rs . 
1 x 1  i;ilo c i l ~ : r ~ e  dl' a r ~ c e i l t  c o i i v e r s ~ t i o n ,  S e n ~ r ~ u p e ,  the Cuban 

- 

e.vidence of 

ci to :tile s i t  u a t i \ m  in Cuba, SelA,,6r i up$ 

ACTION COPY - DEP~RTMENT O F  STATE . 

on ofice must return this permanent record copy to D C ~ R  ales with an endorsement or action taken. 

Stolen from the Archive of Dr. Antonio R. de la Cova 
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cuba-books.htm



A -bb 
Enrl. Nn 

I e s s e n t i a l l y  a- deuiocra t ic  and lion-rflilit - r y  minded man, v&o had 
1>t?assurrlc,i poT;!~:r on ly  \.;i'ch ~ h z  ; r e a t  e s t  r e l u c t a n c e .  According t o  

I I upo,  -3atista 'ncd thrc:e t i n l o s  I-efused t o  head a m i l i t a r y  r e v o l t  

I o v u r t h r o v ~  1 r i o  w i t h  o r  l . ! i i ;h~ut  Sat,isi;a. B a t i s t a  had t h e n  a c c e p t e d  
i :adersilil, i n  ,jl-:it:r to l)e a b l e  t o  I ? ~ L ~ r c i s e  a i ~ i o d e r a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e .  

r 

L Lilt: : . r ~ l i ) z ~ ~ ; i ( ~ o i .  -;rec:t?.i w i C h  ; ~ l t , a s u r e  t h e  L i b e r a l  Government's I 
t i le coil i;i,iuanc c;: in of t ' ic e oi' 'L'rarie :Liid Co!.~i;drce 1V;inist er Howe who, 
in s l ' i t e  0:' n : : i ~ ~ ~ i a n  69 d i n - d i s n  b e e t  sugar  i n t d r e s t s ,  had shown . 

. . '.. 

r- --- - n, PSOP 
-9f 

I-.. . . \ I - - - - - . - . - . 
- 

~. . 
(Classi f ;cat~on) ' Desp. No. 

- ../--\ From ', 

l u p o  i j ~ ' ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  .i;3 b e l i e v e  t;hat t h e  Genera l  was 

, i o ,  tmr! izaci l'inal-L;r y i e l d 2 d  t o  iirmly p r e s s u r e  o n l y  because  
5 (11 .i;;le .iimy had Lold hilil - i l l , r i t '  t hey  were de te rmined  t o  

. - 
L ;:,3 darla!.i.ial~ e l e c t i o n s  0," ..ur.;;ust 101 sirlc e -it e n s u r e d  

:.ition af' t;ile iil;liiort:-ilice t o  GuSa of  1i:ainCaining a reason-  
.e oL' unr3i'i-ized c a n e  s!I;;;ar exports t o  Gznada, 

I 1  I 
-.. o r  t h e  iii,:ijassador: 

<---. _2_-- - 

i 
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MCRET SECURm IEJFORMATION 

'- ~ ~ P A R T ~ U I E N T  OF STATE 

August 27, 1953 . 
<- 

TO: S/S - Mr. S c o t t  

m . cwJ F W :  

SUBJECT: Cuban Armed Forces and the P o l i t i c a l  Situation 

. . ----- -. 
r 

- - ----- 

I th ink General Smith will be interested i n  reading the 

attached memorandum from Mr. Topping of mJr off ice  on the Cuban 
/ 
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SECRET SECURITY 

MID - - M r .  Betw&@ 

FROM : M I D  - M r .  Topping 

SUBJECT: Cuban Armed Forces and the  P o l i t i c a l  S i t u a t i o n  

B a t i ~ t a  came t o  power with t h e  support of the armed 
forces .  H i s  regime i s  unpopular wfth the people,  and depende 
on continued loyalty of the m i l l  t a ry ,  Any revolu t ionary  
at tempt  could probably not succeed without the  suppart  of at 
l e a s t  a por t ion  of the  armed forcea ,  

- Discuseion P -- - 

Unt i l  recent ly  a v a i l a b l e  evidence indica ted  th& t h e  armed 
f o r c e s  continued loyal ;  t h a t  the re  was some diasatief-action 
and diaseneion,  due t o  personal r i v a l r i e s  and 3ealouales and 
uneven prom~tiona;  t ha t  i n  time o f  c r i s i e  differenoee would 
be submerged and a united f r o n t  presented. Reports are  now 

It s t a t e e  t h a t  the  heads of National Pol ice  and 0 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Service are b i t t e r  r i v a l s  I n  a 

To date Batieqa has t 
ersonal  i n t e r e e t s  ahd 

r e t a i n  power of c e r t a i n  m i l l  
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A i r  Pouch 
-- - - -- -- 

( Scc t i r l t y  Class~ficatron) 

F O R L I G N  S E R V I C E  I l E S P A l ' C H  

FROM : ~ U N E L ~ ~ A S S Y ,  HARANA 

T I  I I D ' I 1 N '  CPI: S'r,\TI'. \ V i \ S I I I N G T O N .  

Iaor I ) c . l , ~ .  OK4L;Y 
I l a c  0 1 1 1 ~  

R E C ' D -  - - - -  1' OTHER 
- . -- 0 

, rrm Aue-2 
SUBJECT: 

On August 24. 
. Spac ia l  Judge of in 

t r a t i o n  of D r .  Car l  
accused of a complex of a c t s  involv ing  malfeasance , f alsi- 
f ication o f  off i c l i a l :  document s and malversat ion i n  the  

t h e  gight accused off ic ia las ,  only\Benito Batet 

amount s u f f i c i e n t  50 cover t h e  bond i f  no t  

t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  

For t h e  Charge d l A f f a i r e s  aei, 

/- L m  - -  - -  --4_ 

Earl T. Grain - 
Acting Counselor of kbgssy 

-ACTION COPY - DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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S T A N D A R D  F O R M  NO. 64 
( .  CONFIDENTIAL 

o$c~? ~emordndz lh  UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN 

TO : MID - M-EI 
KF-,--- - DATE: AUWS t 28, 1953 

- - 
: M I D  - M r .  Wellman :$@ " 

# .  

SUBJECT: Further  L e t t e r  from El i seo  Riera-Gomez t o  Congressman Lantaff  . 
regarding condi t ions i n  Cuba (TAB A)  

' I 
This l e t t z r  and the  e f f e c t  of the  r e l e a s e  by Congress- 

m a n  Lcultaff of the Department's r e g l y  t o  h i s  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e  
t o  me t h a t  i t  i s  des i r ab le  f o r  t h e  ~ep$tment  t o  avoid i f  
poss ib le  f u r t h e r  argument with t h e  op@60i ti on t o  B a t i s  ta 
with respec t  t o  the  anti-communist p o s i t i o n  of the B a t i s t a  --. - 

r' Gov,ernment o r  condi t ions i n  Cuba.. 

It was probably necessary t o  g ive  Senator Hickenlooper-i 
an ex tens ive  answer t o  the a l l e g a t i o n s  he had received 4 i- 

ch 

from Carlos Hevia t h a t  tile Ba.t ista Government Is pro- • ... - *  

cormunist (TAB B ) .  It would have been preferable ,  however, 0 i: 
i f  we could h v e  avoided wr i t ing  so f u l l y  t o  CongressmaA 0" 
Lantaff  (TAB c ) ,  who,has so many Cubans i n  his d i s t r i o t ,  -\ 
,mny of whom a r e  vigorously opposed t,o Batieta . ,  We must - xlb !zj 

a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  a Congressman. may make a v a i l a b l e  t o  his - g ,; 

c o n s t i t u e n t s  any l e t t e r ,  o r  s tatement we send t o  t h e  Congress- fQ 
nan. I do not  r e c g l l ,  however, tb-t we k n e w  t h a t  Congress- Qg 5 
man Lantaf f  intended t o  make pub l i c  (as opposed t o  making 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n t e r e e t e d  cons t i tuen t s )  our. l e t t e r  t o  h k a  

crt" 
Q,& * 

5: 

o r  t h a t  we agreed t o  that ac t ion .  

Lantaf f should r e f e r  ~ier'a-G 
tlnent f o r  comment, I th ink  we 

eply t o  the unless  t h e  
qu i re s  i t  o r  t'ne Congressman i n s i s t s  upon it 
o make (2 subs tant ive  r e p l y ,  I suggest t h a t  we  do 

pon the Con.sreasrns,n a t  his- convenience 
i t ~ n a t i o n .  I f  t h i s  ig not  f e a s i b l z  and 

l y  i s  necessary,  I suggest t h a t  we emphasize 
that our c  omments a r e  f o r  t h e  Congressman' s 

request  t h a t  he not make them public 
h i s  cons t i tuents .  

t h ink  t h e  Congressman w i l l  agree t h a t  i t  i s  not  
l e  f o r  the United S t a t e s  Government t o  eqqage in any 
t w i t h  t h e  opposit ion t o  B a t i s t a  r e  yg.rding the merits F t i s t a  adminis t ra t ion.  he opposit ipn has 

ons t rued  our statement of evidence that the -Bat%, &%a 
t i s  now anti-communist a s  an ind ica t ion  of: unlt&$ 
vernment support  for E a t i s t a .  

CONFIDENT2 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

September 1, 1953 
To: The Under Secretary 

Through: S/S 
1 1  

ARA - M r .  Woodward From: 

I Subject:  Appointment w i t h  Ambassador Concheso of Cuba . $  

* > + 1 

I .Amb,assador Concheso has  j u s t  returned'from an extended v l s i t  -4 ;! 
I 

. G 

t o  Cuba. He w i l l  probably mention the s i tua t ion  i n  Cuba and t h e  lir( . &  5 1 I 

r e c e n t l y  .concluded i i ~ t e r n n t i o m l  +sugar c o ~ f e r e n c e ,  The United -! + 

S t a t e s  and CuSa were among 35 nat ions a t tending  t h e  In te rna t iona l*  ,- 
* : 

Sugar Conference i n   ond don from J u l y  1 3  to  ~ u ~ u a t  21. An InternaC! ; 
t i o n a l  Sugar Agreement w a s  signed tending to s t ~ h i l i z e  the w o r l d  C? ' 

- .-a 
sugar'rnarket. Cuba had financed ~ l u r p l u s  s u g a r k n d  r e s t r i c t e d  \ . - ,  

' i '~ -r+cn2~~+~m&-l ; s  apprec ia t ive  of our mat-erial help i n  g e t t i n g  $3 7 
t h e  agreement. t -  

I General Fulgencio B a t i s t a  se i zed  power by a garrisi tn r e v o l t  - *  

1 on March 10, 1952. H i s  regime i s  unpopular, and depends on con- 4 , Z  

t3 t i nued  l o y a l t y  of the armea forces.  Dm osed President  Carlos Pkfa, '; .":I 
\ and o ther  e x i l e s ,  p l o t  revolut ionary a c t i v i t y  i n  co l l abora t ion  with r 

elements i n s i d e  Cuba, and endeavor t o  obtain- arms * f o r  t h a t  purpose. 
B a t i  a t a  i s  no t  considered pro-commuqist , but t h e r e  are i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h & t  h i s  fo l lowers  a r e  co l labora t ing  with c o m u n i s t s  i n  the  l a b o r  
f i e l d ,  

There was an unsuccessful revolut ionary attempt a t  Sant iago 
den Cuba on J u l y  26, 1953, caueing around 100 deaths.  Many opposi 
ti olf l eade r s  have been ixprisoned, cons t i t u t i o n p l  guarantees SUB-- 
pended, censorship irnpoaed, t h e  c ommuni st  newspaper, HOY, closed,(' 
and a Law of Pub l i c  Order decr  ed giv ing  t h e  Government broad t. 
potlrers t o  suppress  opposit ion 31 d criticism. \ 

63 
Apprehension is now lassening,  and the Government feels thad0, 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  of in su r rec t ion  has subsided, Ambassador Conch 
to@- our charge i n  Habana i n  g r e a t  confidence t h a t  h e  will-. d-iscu 
with Pr fo  i n  v iami  a plan devsloped by Ba t i s t a  f o r  a ret* to 
c o n s t i t u t i o n $ l  government. He f e e l s  i t  would. b e  acceptaa-e 8 the 
opposi t ion,  b u t  might not  be  l i k e d  by the  armed23rces.. 

If Ambassador Conche so br ings up the subj ec  t o f  ' a r r s e m e n t  e ' mendati on: 

ion,  i t  i s  recommended that  he be %dl&, ~L th  8uitabIq 
cognizing t h a t  i t  i s  an internag' Cuban question, in - %- 
ed S t a t e s  does not  d e s i r e  t o  

would be  p leased  t o  s e e  t h e  

i o n a l  guarantees.  Should'a s u i t a b l e  bpportunity 
n Cuba, the removal of cenaorship a@ t h e  

s o  i n d i c a t e  our concern over  the  increas ing  influeme . 
i n  t h e  Cuban labor movement. 

CON FI DENTIAL 
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. . 

.- 

RESTRICTED I 
(Cldssi/;ca~rorr ) 

en t h e  a t t a c k e r s  .and t h e  a t t acked ,  Mr.  Casero 
at Castro accounted f o r  every  cent  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  
d t h a t  t h i s  money, $16,480, came from t h e  grcup 

it by loans and from t h e i r  meager savings ' 

used, which were a l l  purchased i n  Habana from 
i s t e d  o f :  36 Remington Automatic 22 c a l i b r e  

i b r e  r i f l e s ,  60 p i s t o l s ,  one Winchester and 
r t e d  t h a t  all of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

evidence f a i l e d  t o  show'any Communist o r  
icaJ, g roup r s  pa$ t i c ipa t i on .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Govern- ' ' , 

ow t h a t  Communists as we l l  as P r i o t s  f o l l ower s  I _.. 
n l;he a t t a c k  but n e i t h e r '  o f  ' the  se a la ims  have > 

en i n  t h e  t r i a l  and p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of  t;he evi -  I 
i 

ed t ha t  t h e  r e b e l s  were i n  &e main members 
r t y  and t h a t  t h e r e  were abafew from t h e  Autentico 
~orl;ed,,..tha&-.from h i s  conversa t ions  w i t h  Mr. 

h a t  t h e  p lan  was t o  t ake  t he  cuar te l ' s  ax..-----------.--.-- , .to s e t  up a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government i n  
on Pres ident  B a t i s t a  t o  r e t u r n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
ernaent w i t  h  guaranteed f ree  e l e c t i o n s .  They 
being counter-a t tacked from t h e  a i r  s i n c e  t h e  
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"El Rkgimen de Batista *. es de 
9 9 dice el Dr. Carlos Prio en Estilo SoviBtico . ql  New Yolk Times 
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El miemo FULGI.:?k; :<.I 
t 'rJS'rA Y ZALDIVAft, Itti  c i i ~ ~ d  
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@ REND1CION.--GINCO HORAS DE LUCHA DESI -.. 

DE LQS MUCHAWOS R-S POR LAeLIBE3jACION DE SU PUEBLO. t 

I - 1 t' 

Stolen from the Archive of Dr. Antonio R. de la Cova 
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cuba-books.htm



ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 

File Designation 
> I ---.-̂ I" -.%.-.. .."-."._..--" .".-".. -____- 

$!( r # > ) (  . 
- --- - - 

;3 

/'- 5- -1 
Date . 1;' L, * . 1 r'$, A - , 

4 
! I- 

From \fkP - J,/- 

Stolen from the Archive of Dr. Antonio R. de la Cova 
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cuba-books.htm



Page., _.i .of - .  . .. . . . . 

. De:!p., No .--....- + 
1 Frotn-. .. ... .. ,, . . . . . - - . a 

I, Fplgencio Batj.sta y Zaldfvar,  Pres ident  of t h e  Republic 
of Cuba, proclaim: That t h e  Council of Minis te rs  has approved 
and I have sanct ioned tkie following: 

WHEREAS, A t  t h e  Ninth I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference of American 
S t a t e s  held  a t  Bogota i n ,  1948, the. Republics t h e r e i n  repre- . . 
sented agre.ed t o  t h e  adoption withih. their r e spec t ive  t e r r i -  
t o r i e s  and 'in accordance with the. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p recep t s  of 

.. each S t a t e ,  of t h e  measures necessary t o  impede t h e  i n t e r -  
meddling p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  of in te rna t ior ia l  communism which, 

,. assi,&ed and i n c i t e d  by fore ign  governments, o ~ g a n i z a t i o n s  
o r  i r i ~ T v ~ ~ u a l s ,  tends t o  subvert  t h e  p o l i t i c o - s o c i a l  o r d e r  
and to break t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  people of America; 
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Page, -. i - - of 

besp. No._ -. 
From -- - - - - 

. . 

I P a g e 3 . . o f  
Encl. NO.& 
Desp. NO.* 
~ r o r n m  . 

.. , 

1 
e x e r c i s e  of n a t i o n a l  sovereignty and, i n  consequence the reo f  
and i n  accordance wi th  the  second paragraph of A r t i c l e  37 of 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  S t a t u t e  of  t h e  Republic, t h e r e  are declared  
p roh ib i t ed  organizat ions ,  whether o r  not cons t i tu t ed  as 
jur idical  persons and whatever may be t h e  na ture  of t h e i r  con- 
s t i t u t i o n  i n  case  they a r e  such, t h a t  aid o r  f a c i l i t a t e  o r  have 
aided o r  f a c i l i t a t e d  i n  Cuba the sa id  intermeddling p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communism. 

A r t i c l e  11. The Minis ter  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  exe rc i s ing  t h e  
powers confer red  on him by t h e  Fourth T a q s i t o r y  Dispos i t ion  
of T i t l e  Four of t he  Cons t i tu t iona l  S t a t u t e  of t h e  Republic 
and o t h e r  laws i n  fo rce ,  s h a l l  d i c t a t e  t h e  measures t h a t  may 
be necessary t o  g i ~ e  e f f e c t  t o  t h e  provis&ons o f  t h e  preceding 
Ar t i c l e ,  and i n  any' case s h a l l  deoree the  suspension of a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  organizat ions  t o  which t h i s  Law-Decree r e f e r s  
o r  s h a l l  provide f o r  t h e i r  i n t e rven t ion  through a de lega te  
of th&--Ministry. r- 

-- - -- - __--......-- __ 
~ r t i c . l e  111. Such laws and measures as are opposed t o  . 

t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  this Law-Decree a r e  annulled and it shall 
become e f f e c t i v e  from t h e  da te  of i t s  publica-$Lon i n  t h e  
Official Gazette of t h e  Republic. 

. TmREFORE, I order  t h a t  t h e  present  Law-Decree be complied 
wi th  and executed i n  its entijrety. -- - 

GXVEN a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Palace, i n  Habana, on t h e  30th 
- of October 1953, 

.F 
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Enclosure  No. 3. 
HhBANA d e s p a t c h  

THE t-1AVANA P09T 

I Batista Set L:) 
1ToHalt Red' , . I 

uba May Propose 
nti-Red Measures 
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ACClON LIBERTADQRA 
I 

% 

f~onol?'able John i,!'oors Cabot, 
IJnder-Secretary oC S t a t e ,  
9spartmcnt of  S t a t e ,  
VJa.shl.n~t on, D ,C . 

1)aar Slrr 

-.. .-" 

. . . . . . . . . .  . - --- -- -. .. --.- 

s t and ing  , o f  t he i r  s p e c i f  1 c c r e a  

weqer vre i ~ u s t  n o t  t ake  
sssed by Ivir. 2isenho)lrre 
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ACCION LIBERTADORA 

It, 13 n o t  our  : l e a i r e ,  ?\';I?. kloor,s Cabot, that the p r i n c i p l e  
of  non-intcravcnt; l  on., won by. our  r o p u ' ~ ~ 1 I c a  i n  f . l~ontevideo as a 
protoct:i.on ayai .nst  t h o  nol.l.er cliplomacg, (which has f o r t u n a t e l y  
c l l s n p l ~ c p . r o : l ) ,  will work,  ~t t b l s  t i m e ,  a g a i n s t  our economic 
-prVocvrosz and. t~.e!:!ocrntic r'aitl:!. ',*:.hat' 3.8 znoro, we maintain that  if: 
the ic'!c?als: t h a t  ,r_:overn t h c  Yrurnan' sp i r r t  t bzve v a l u e ,  th.e aid gi 
t .o  r l5c I ;n to r s  ~cmst;-i.I;~:l:f,(~a ,a. v i o l a t i o n .  of t h e  p r i n c f p l e  of non- 
:in ti:rvcnt.ion, :;IS it 1-iolps lia,ep i r ~  power, ,:):~vernmen.ts t h a t  do 
repllc:sent t:,e true d e s i r a s ,  sev t ia ler~, ts  and nec 
c o u n t r i e s ,  It s u p n o s o s ,  :!.ri c o n c l u s ~ o n ,  n.n tnte 
.the ~ l o \ ; . l o ~ ~ o t l c  3 . 6 ~ ~ 1 ~  t h a t  ?lave been and w i l l  
1 .  L C  : u s t ; l y  call .ci j .  ti)!? Con.i;inen.t, of' 'Dern 
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CONFIDEYTIAL - SECURIm INFORMATION 
STANDAHD FOHM NO. 04 

Ofice Memorund~tm UNITED STATES GOVE 

TO (Attention: M r ,  Well 

I""kbP:f SY - KT. Fl inn  

" ; s~~~!JIIc'T': Reports on Prepara t ions  f o r  Revolutionary A c t i v i t y  Against Cuban I; 

Government z f  : -. 
;? 1 

* 
- .-J$ 

Reference i s  made t o  your memorandum of ~ecember 1, 1953 i n  5 1 
t h e  above-enti t l e d  matter,  , c a l 

'fie suggest ions contained i n  your memorandum r e v i v e  t o  t h e  
c l i s semina t i~n  of infomatSon furnished by the  FBI were discussed  
w l t h  Wr.' B a r t l e t t ,  FBI l i a i s o n  o f f i ce r .  .. - 

M r .  R a r t l e t t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  opinion information obta ined  
w i t h i n  Cuba and i n  t h e  possession of the Legal Attache o f  the 
hbbassg was being turned over  by t h e  Legal Attache t o  t h e  - 
Ambassador. 

M r .  B a r t l e t t  a l s o  advised t h a t  t h e  Bureau had no ob jec t ion  
t o  the  Department f s forwarding t o  t h e  Ameri can Emha-S-sy, Xabana, 
information contained i n  the  Bur[3aut s reports .  

s 

SY has been handling on a p r i o r l t y  bas i s  a l l  FBI r e p o r t s  
concerning a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  R a t i s t a  Government. There is 
no ob j ec t ion  t o  your forwarding the  information conta ned i n  t h e  
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  American Embassy a t  Habana. I n  your t r  l i  n s m i t t a l s  
t o  t h e  Enbassy please i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the i n f o m a t i o n  has been 
furnished f o r  t h e  conf iden t i a l  usejof  t h e  Department only. 
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Enclosure  No. 3. fa 
HABANA deswatch "THE I - I A V A N A  P O R  

No. 645 daied Nov. 
* 16p 195h0v 1 C, ,953 

Batista Set i 
ToHalt Red 

subs May Propose 
'Anti-Red Measures 
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-.  . 

1 

Havana, December 4, 1953. , 

H.ono-iiable John i,!oors Cabot, 
IJnder-Secretnr;y of S t a t e ,  
.!>apartment of  S t a t e ,  
i:J a shl.nzt on, D . C . 

1)aar S lr r 

.-." ,...* " .,.-*.,., a 

cup.tss w1thi.n the cont tnent  and its respons ib i - l i  
n e t  :r!z'lno~-Lnry count ; r ies .  

. .... . ..- - -- -. . - 

andfng.;o.f t he i r  specii ' ic c rea  

nderscorin~;,  f r o a  our own po in t  
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Inf'orrnation .t'rom t h o s e  s o u r c e s  i s  necessarily biased. 
I t  docs n o t  cottlo fro111 people who a r e  c l o s e  t o  the economic and 
p o l ?  t L c 0 1  l l t ' e  oC those n+t-i-ons, e t ~ d o a v o r i n p  t o  improve them . 
I"or the common ~ ~ o o d ,  'but Crorri a bold ~ l l i n o r f t y  who are i n  power 
f o r  tl?ol-r oxclus:ive ;):sin. It  r e L ~ r s a e n t s ,  a t  bes t ,  the i n t e r e s t s ,  
necessarily transitory, uncertain and i l l e j ; i t i t n a t e ,  of a very 
q ~ ~ e s t i o n a b l s  a l l - lance  between p o l l - t i c a l  adventurers - sometimes 
of a ~ n i l i t a r y  o r l zen  - and businessrflen who hope t o  progress by 
t a v o r s  (wanted by t h e  peop le  i n  power, rather than by keeping 
t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  tha nat o n a l  econo:nT. 

Once this  sxcepti.on i s  rnade clear, we w i l l  j-o Into 
t h e  oconorntc sphere  on whlcli i-r. Zisanhowerls r e p o r t  is based. 
(:rl t h e  q ~ ~ e s ? ; i o n  ot' the f n c r o a s ~  i n  qroduct ion of t h e  Latin- 
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Report of revolutionary preparations in Central ' 
A m r i c a  against  Cuban Government 

To: TO: GUATEMALA, IIABANA, SAN J O S ~  
I 

randum was obtained by h i m  from an American buainesswan 
Latin America who i n  turn  had r ece ived  i t  from another 

i s  a Cuban, a f o r n ~ e r  communist who had abandoned comunis  

information t o  the Cuban Government. 

The Department would apprec ia t e  any comments the 

ment i n  Guatemala and Costa Iiica. 

Ehclosure , 

Memorandum 
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ACCION LIBERTADORA -1 

i n t e r s s t  of t h e i r  count ry  i n  p r o m o t f s ~  t h o  economic dcevelopment 
o r  our  n n t  Ions. Unf'ortunately, t h f  s unders tand ing  has n o t  
brought  about enoulqh tan:r ib le  p r a c b i c a l  r e s u l t s .  I n  our  oplnlon,  
t h L s  i s  duo t o  the f a c t  t ha t  t h e s e x i d e a s  are no t  f u l l y  accepted 
and, above a l l ,  p u t  :l.nto p rac t i , c e  by tlio magor p a r t  of t h e  
o F f i c l a l s  of your country .  It i s  n o t  unusual  t h e r e f o r e ,  that 
these  p u b l i c  s t n t e ~ ~ i e n t s  a r e  conr i r lered,  f o r  the most p a r t ,  
?r o p ~  ~ n n t l a  . 

, . 

T h e  in1:ernat-lonal o r f~ :an lza t ions  - where t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  e x e r c i s e s  such a d e c i s i v e  in?luencp.-  have n o t  made 
a v ~ i l n b l o  l;.o Lat;ln-America t h e i r  f i nanc ia1  faci l$ . t iea ,  
t e c h t ~ . t c a l  a s s i s t e n c e  and colnaercial  expanslon 00 the same s c a l e  
a3 t h a t  : - r n n t e d  o the r  c o u n t r i e s ,  especlnlly i n  Burope. Your 
1e::islators have no t  e s t ab l i shed  l a ,  .a1 p r o c e d ~ ~ e s  that would 
f a c l l i  t a t e  anti stlmuLske, throu:yh t a x  
exportatf lon of prfv-abe Eor-th k~nzer-3.ca.a- 
investr:lqnt; on t he  o thor  hand, and eo,u 
v ou have inaintainecl laws t h a t  o b s t r u c t  
an i n c r o a s e  i n  our expor tn t i ons  t o  the 

n-hxer ica .  'This p r a c t i c e ,  
~ c t  !.ens of the Sort11 Alnsr 
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-; hcpe of Dr. : i ~ a i ' i  0s 
and[ n8w Foreign Minist0 
There warlike aepeota o 

Cayo Confites,  - ,, , 4% 3 
9 

t , Aureliano ' S 

s ton '  there i s  a 
 SOU^ h of tlj,i.g . .  

d Pvlontagua. In' 
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r 'is he%$ with thg idea o 
saverdl shipments of a r  
concentrat 

t h e r e ,  then passed a c r o s s  the border.  

i 
-&'-; . - r ,  

-' F 

The p lan  of i nvas ion  i s  as f o lows : Vihen the zero  hour coq@;~,*.~ 
planes f -~orn Cqs ta  Kica and Ouaternala will a r r i v e  a t  Habana pr*p&&& 1 
t o  d ~ o p  bombs over the most important  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s  ii Cuba, +#'" 
stated b e f o r e  the crews of these planes  a r e  h g l i s h  1 ! m 6 x c e ~ & ~ i e s ~ f ~ i 2 ~ e  

. 

' #  who., f o r  money have agreed  t o  take part i n  t h i s  adven&u$e, r@g@L&&#zs:: 8 
. , ,  

- $p 
of t h e i r  p o l i t i c s .  C ~ i n c i d e n t a l l y  t h e  men from thk carhw fn: ~e~b&@:- ' .  {: 
America w i l l  be landed i n  va r ious  p a r t s  of the  Island. .At, the-&&id 

r 

',, 

. I  , 

* ., * 
.t 

CONRID~TIAL 
' $$ .:t 

, '- \ . --1 (Security CEassi$ca3iuv) . . 
r, I 'i . < 

2' 

"% 

. - a .  

-1 
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. . 

[ IJNCLASSIFIED ~ - . . ~ - .. . -.-. .- --- ] 
(J'c.cu r i / y  i,.larsiJ;~.'~/io,~) 

DESP. NO.  

. , . .. ., "... %.,..,, .' . 

Tile governnient~owned Diar io  Centro Amkrica 
- - f D m  emb,.ep-3 8 -p ep *.~t.ed--,--t hat . .L.i nc o ~ . n w ~ R e ~ .  , ._ . .--- -1- 

' Lt, . Ccl-, V i n c e n t  e LEON y Ledn and D r  ,* Salvador 
VIIIASECE, y Pornd, Cubans who had sought asylum in 
the Guatemalan Embassy in Havana, -arrived by air in 

FOJi THE APIBASSADOR 
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. . 
- ATH POUCH .- * - . ---- .- - -. . . 

I 'RIDI<I IY 

BI'ORII:L(!N S 1 : R V I  

'"OM A ~ ~ ~ B S ~ Y *  San Jose 

SUBJECT: 

. . . -  ........,. 
/;.,,2 /, 0 C)  - ,$' 

-32Ol of December 1s 

December . - 29,  1953 . 

- - -- - --- 
H t r ~ o l i . t l o ; i t ~ r ~  l i c t l v l  t i e s  ir. C o s t a . l 2 i c n b ~ g a ; n u  

\ - --- .- 
! 

ji 
, . , '  

andurn cn.closed w i t h  t h e  above-reference 
cllrbUlar d'irgrnni 1 m s  been  r ead  ai th  i n t e r e s t .  That p a r t  I 

b wh ich , r e fc r s  to a c a ~ q  a t  L a  vlre6n, nor thwest  of  Puer to .  g I 
c+ 

L i b ,  M a t e ;  l?ica, wit.h 2,000 men in t r a i n i n g  and f o u r  4 
1 , sncas t e r  bombers al; a nearby airfield, seems m~l~-lXECS3ed.-----4( g 
Tn a country t h e  s i z e  of' C o s t a  n i c a  such a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a o u l a  El4 , 

n o t  go unno t j -ce2. 4 
8; 

' %a 

T h e r e  is o ? lace  hmown a s  La vire;6n, some 80 m i l e s  as 0 
l l :e crow f l i e s  nos . t l~wes t  of Pue r t c  Llrn6n. I t  i s  s i t ua t ed  on 
tl-.e Sa l~s .p Iqu i  r i v e r  and can be  reached by a bad r o a d  from \ 
San J O S L .  The country  eroun2 La  V i rgbn  is w e l l - A o t t e d  with - .  - - 
c a t t . l e  ranches and it is certain t h a t  iuch a concentration 
could not be kept from t he  p u b l i c  f o r  long.  Also ,  it m u l d  I ' . 

.be n e x t  t o  irmpossible t o  p l a c e  t h e  inen on t h e  Caribbean I'll 
c o a s t  1-lnless t h ~ y  were flown 3-17, \ a 

01 
The iAl:~bassy is the g o s s i b i l i t . i e s ,  holvevar,w 

of S U C ~  e. concent ra t ion .  
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I 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

"... -" a=.--L - Office of i 1 
'P7\R ' ' - 7  s, \ 
R I . . . ~ *  . -' 

I ! 

1 

4 

Dear M r .  Secre tary  : 

I a m  sending you by hand a l e t t e r  which 
w i l l  s e rve  two purposes. M r .  T e r r e l l  w i l l  expla in  
i n  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l  t h e  ma t t e r  you and I discussed. 
Your thought i n  t h e m a t t e r  seems doubly important 'I 
now that I have ..x.eturned to-er-her~kad aauch -.---- 
information as we 
i n  my mind t h a t  we 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of whi 
f a r - r e a c h i n g ' e f f e c t .  
one man q u a l i f i e d  a 
t h e r e  i s  considerab 
be e lec ted .  I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  Bat i s ta .  Suggestions- 
such as you made w i l l  go a long way toward answering ( ~ 1  
t h i s  question.  

There i s  another  mat te r  which I want t o  br ing  
up. We have been overrun with o f f  i c i a l b i s i t s ,  
m i l i t a r y  and otherwise,  and my f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  t he '  
Cubans a r e  going a l i t y e  sour  on t h e  procedure. 
Normally, t h e  m i l i t a r y  men who come a r e  t h e  finest 
kind of 'Ambassador; but t o o  many of them, wi th  the 
consequent cos t  t o  t h e  Cuban Government, i s  not 
very  popular.  Informal v i s i t s  a r e  of g r e a t  help,, 
but t h e  o f f i c i a l  
Would it be poss i  
t r i p s  d iscussed  w i  

It w i l l  be  n i c e  t o  see  Frank Nash and h i s  group:.' 
of o f f i c e r s ,  but t h e i r  v i s 5 t  w i l l  come wi th in  a sBor2;: 
t ime of s i x t e e n  j 
Navy show, and so 

The Honorable - .  
Walter Bedell Smith 

Under Secretary o f  S t a t e  
Washington, D.C. 

1: 
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P l e a s e  be assured this i s  in no way' a c r i t i c i s m .  
It i s  simply t h a t  it would be h e l p f u l  t o  us  t o  have 
adyance consu l t l a t ion ,  in adjusting o u r  schedule and 
i n  t r y ing  to work out what , i s  b e s t  f o r  Cuba and our- 
se lve4 .  % 

i 

With warm pe r sona l  r e g a r d s ,  

Arthur C a r  n e r  J 
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FROM AMEMBASSY, H A B ~ A  - 862 7 4. 19% --' ~ 1 ~ 5 , ~  NO. 

- TO 
'JAN A 

T 1 1 1 <  I ~ ~ I D A l t r l ' h l I C N ' ~  

R E F  Dept's. In s t .  

- - - - . - - - - -- - ____F+_ 

d* 
< 1 

-3 &-3 i : < ?  1 

SUBJECT: ' Report of ~ e v o l u t i o n a i y  ~ r e ~ d r a t i b n s  P e r i c a  ,@* Against Cuban Government. c f 

I-- 
There i s  no information i n  the  pos of e i t h e r  the Fhbassy ($ 

or i ts  se rv i ce  Attaches that would tend t; 
contained i n  the  r e p o r t  t ransmit ted  by c t ion.  
From time t o  time i n  t h e  pas t  nunors and r e  o&?ts of invasion ateempts 
based on Guatemala have c i rcu la ted  l o c a l l y  P %%e-Emb-a-ssy despatches " 

Nos. 38, J u l y  7, 1953, and 98, Ju ly  14, 1953). I n  t he  Fsnbassyps 
opinion it would be extremely d i f f i c u l t  f o r  4,000 anti-Batis ta .men 
t o  be t r a i n i n g  i n  Guatemala and 2,000 i n  Costa Rica without such 
a c t i v i t y  becoming genera l ly  known. The mere feeding of such numbers 
of men concentrated i n  or  near small communities i n  countr ies  t h e  
size o f  Guatemala and Costa Rica would seem c e r t a i n  t o  r e s u l t  i n  
widespread knowledge of t h e i r  presence . The Embassy- heref fore-mbts-- 
t h e  t r u t h  o f  these  statements. It would eva lna teXother  s tatements  
appearing i n  the  r epo r t  no higher than "possibly t ruen.  

onnection with the  c landes t ine  in t roduct ion of arms i n t o  
erence i s  made t o  t he  EmbassyTs despatches\\~os. 788 of 

1953, and 825 of January 6, 1954, as well  as previous 
on se izures  by the  a u t h o j i t i e s  of a ldged  contraband arms. 

bel ieves  it q u i t e  l i k e l y  that here and the re  i n  the 
e a r e  concentrat ions of arms, such as described i n  t h e  
r considerat ion,  t h a t  have been co l lec ted  f o r  revolution- 

For the  Ambassador: 

- 

, Guatemala City. 
, San Jose  (Costa Rica). 

. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
-- 

AC'ISON @@YI-- + DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
I - 

rnbst return tys permanent Tqord copy t o  ~c/k-f l les with an endorsement of action taken. , 
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GOVERNMENT COALITION: ' Corn 
(Authentic) Party, Democratic Party, Libe 
with over a million and a half members. It 
for the Predidency. 
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.. , , . ~ 

, ., :a+:* 
. , .-<is . ..., 

' , '7' 

. . 

SSOCIATES, INC. I ~ U C C ~ S ~ ~ S  1 0  n 0 . a ~  r r o a  hmciares. P o ~ t i d d  :. ' 
6 G STREET N. W. WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

blic Relations Management Corporatiqn;StP; EistYfhtb#$heet, New ~ o , k  17, N.Y. 

28 A p r i l  1954 9 L, 
, , , 2 17 . ; I  1 

, . 

".....~ . *.. --" 
rman 1s 9 

- - 4  , -.. 
P\LL,I:I { i i J  .$$,ant t o  The Pres ident ,  

ston, 2'5,' D..C. 

. . I 
s avvay f rom 
r k i e : ~ a  . 

BUT sho res  
-. 

of' 

,:be-falf of my c l i e n t ,  i'orr1,er P r e s i u e r ~ t  of  Cuba, Dr. C a r l o s  1 
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1 ~ f r g  .*igs'P, &I ?, + ji .'$ie:p{ ir- -e.uba, t h e  quest  ion of deny  i r  g i)asspcrt f ac i l i t i e s  to- mem- 
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t ., * , 

b - & 

NFCOCI. 'nCI Dk - .Lb- 
/-I' 

• ~ ~ ~ I ' L J C I I _ I C  h UL ~ ~ l n 4  R E F l t l : 9 l t  \ I  ~ d t e n t a o ,  :,ST'; '79s T0! Tri ' ICOS y -- Srustrado a$ ST. Bo- socIArJ;: ;. MINISTERIO DE GOBERNP.CION iw.110 he tancourt. 

ASUNTO: ~ A r r a f o s  del i n f o m e  eobre la8 in-  
v e s t i  aciones practicadae por l a  

f; r o f i c  a Secreta Bacional, en rela- 
c ion  con e l  fruetrado ase s ina to  
del e?-Pre s idente de Venezuela, se- 
7 o r  A{ortrfilo "etancourt; hecho ocu- k 

-.l.ic:o t,n 12 ciud~. .d ? c -  1,a. T-zbana e l  
- ~ r : ; : ~ [ j a  1- ?e a h r i l  :e 19519- 

I 

3 : 1 ? 1 rlc ? l - i l  i:cl ~ 7 3  h.1 c ~ I ~ c ? ,  '3-q 
-w nj.U-.- . y...=.,.---. .a,% 

I : -+-nh---?:: 1:- s -TC i - - -  : ? ~ ~ ~ ~ . i - z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ e ,  c l  ~ e 7 o r  : io~~; lo .  
' ctr:-.cw.I.- t I--it : - :I :,-J * 2~ IS c r, -:.lf;cl, a:- -:r. , : > ' e - J 4 q  r7;e t r :?. t)  a . ~  

i-ll;-~c t r r l c  una r~l.r,tc?ncir t5:ri .c~ c o n  vn:) 2 ~ r i - ? ~ t i i l z  eiahorada ad- - v 

- 3  C .  

- * < ,  , L 1 - ?  : vcri;-11: c i.13ncr _)I-;,(' ~L(:;L,;c T. - - o r  c-rtc c u ~ r p o  y ~ r a  e sc la -  -. , 
.. , cc t .  fil :cc!lo, -?cr..c cc nt f .nci ;n  r s p e c i a l  ::nz conf i6 .cncis  rec ib ida  
- s r  ~ r t 2  Jef :  turz. 

e j e c u t s r  .:irf c t o  

ic-norc: zi 2~1n 
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c lpno DE 

ASUNTOS POLITIC 
soc1ms 

-- - 
POLICIA SECREIA NACIONAL "I. " 

-. - Hoja Bo, 2 - 
dieron el asalto. 

no VETEliO 9s COXRA trddo, a ese egeoto, por 10s componen 

' La Habana, noviembre de 1951. 

\ 
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A I R  POUCH - -- 
PRIORITY 

F R O ~ I  : &NEiNBI'iSSY, Habana 

'L'III.2 1)ECPAP'rTRlP'N'I' 0 1 '  S ' I 'ATI< .  IIINGTON. 

e r s h i p  in the-Nati-onal Revo lu t im 
1 GARCIA Bbcena who had been 
in connection with the 1973 

s amnestied and released in June 

en, a point that was 

tions of the National policebwas 
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*::=, 
I 

imiento Nacional- Revoludo~ario , ., 

f ; .  , 
., (BE. N, R.) heae ptiblicns las siguientes manifestaciones: 

* 4% , 

, . . 1 . N . sc mantiene en plena actividad luchando por la li- 
, < 

, 
bertad de Cuba y por el trinnfo dcfinitivo de la Revoluei6n Nacional, 

. 1 
, .  cQj.0 lfder en la presente etapa kist6rica es W A E %  GARCIA BARCENA 

f C .  , r 

>-El M. N. R. rcpndin to,do intcnto de emplenr corno mhtodo de 
I L, : 
I - luchn cnnlqnicr forma . de t erlsorismo. 

3 -  Pci. N. Rn. 60 admite  contribacioncs forzadas o n u  
I )  

) ,  . , .  ui aporte cconbmico qne no prorengn clcl sacrificio de sns militantes 
' . b  . s  

, o de la donnci6n de sus simpatizantes. 

cnsigos a Iarj F~~erzas  Armadas 
d de sus tnietnbros con 10s quc 
sponsabil i~n~las con todos 10s 

10 (16 3lnrzo dp.1952. 

2> T 

A ' 1 -\- 

clue lc seilnlaro s t ~  fundador, y n tal vir- 
iL IOS l ~ t~118~10~ t s~  ~ O I I C I S ~ O S  ( 1 ~  tonas pro- 
sns b4ases, se 3il ; lpl~ ~ 0 1 0  r2 SII disciplina 
orientncj6n r.crglllc ionrr~iq. 

. . .  . odo intento de conourrir n ks falsos oorni- 
b,e de 6sta no po.&rA logmrsc 
las vanguardias revoluciona- 
s R ~ e r z ~ s  Armadas it el .pais. 

, *  " ,, , ,. * 
7-El M. N. R. no considera el derrurnbe la actual tirania como lln 

fin en sf misma, sino como nn medio dc lograr que se &bra ante nnestra 
colectividad nn ancho camino dc prngcso y fclicidad p<~blica, y quc 
se liquiden Darn siemprc 10s conflictos naciojlales que hnn gcncrarto las 
i l i v r ~ ~ ~ n a  fractaeiones cubanns. El 91. X. R. ha hccho s u p  y se rnanten- 
dr6 fie1 nl lnismo desde el Podcr cl lcma de combnte de Antonio 31aceo: 
"Mientras quede tua injusticia que reparar, la revolnci6n redentore no 
hvabrb terminado ". 

I 8-El M. N. R. dado que sus fiiial&des no son epoistrs ni seetarias. 
sino patribticas y de naturaleza nncional, declara que nl is~unir el Poder 

ifspidark: en in6tiles venganzns ni en esteriles ~ e r s e ~ u c i o n e ~ * l a s  ener- 
111plear~e en ra ttrtrea de canvertir 

st6rico prop6sita de hacer de Ouba 

. 
- ,  . , L a %  

* L 

" 9 . ' a  

' , f ' - ,  " , 7 I - <-i'$'+. , 8.': - 
k, , . .., 
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C - 
t ' x ~ n f  
Desp. -No. - I O F F I C I A ~  USE ~ 1 4 ~ ~ 1  
From - - - -  L..---- --- 

I (Clarsificat ~ o n )  
*' 

I HOEllTLO BETANCOUlZT 
Dos Hermanos, 257. 
Ape 4. Santurce .  

Sr .  Thomas bTann, 
a/c Embajada de  EE. UU.,  
Guatemala. I 

Page -1 - 
End. No. I 
Desp. NO.= 
From 

San Juan,  P a R o  11, act. 1954 

H a  side p a r a  mi una n o t i c i a  g r a t a ,  t r a s m i t i d a  por 
i~ io ra lqs  ~ a r r i 6 n ,  l a  d e  s abe r lo  a Ud. en America Latina. Es 

, de obvia u t i l i d a d  que personas realmente conocedoras de 
nues'tros' problemas y de s u s  hombres pdb l i cos ,  Sean destaca- .  

__I.--__ .* . dos pqr su erno a pues tos  d ip lomat icos  mas a c a  d e l  Rfo 
Brande. n L --Erbajador ,- s e k r  h o u r ,  en 
la Conferencia de un buen recuerdo suyo. 

s i n o  un saludo c 
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