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Q. If the, electlfm were held to-
‘(day, what do you think would be.
your chances of winning? ;
A. I think they would be very
favorable to me. The other’ parties
are pretty badly split apart and I/
think the masses of the"people are '
satisfied with my administration.

Q. What is the general economic
situation in Cuba today? Has it im
| proved in the last year? - J

A, As soon as we can correct the
ills created by Prio’s mismanage-
diment, I think Cuba will be™ bettet
_ls‘}- off than ever before in history. The
4 Pfio administration set Cuba back
“many years, He permiiffed the pro-
#duction of 17,300,000 (Spanish long)
"tons of sugar when he knew that
5,000,000 tons was all that we could
| possibly market and keep the price

up. Cuba had to pay $120,000,000 to
« keep this surplus off the market.

We had to pay $8,000,000 to destroy

one year’s tobacco surplus—another

Prio error, Until* we stdbjlized the N

market, every Cuban grower, farm-
“er and worker stood to suffer fin-
ancally. ¢ ‘

Q. Wlho masterminded the sale
of surplus sugar to Gréat. Britain,
1France and Japan? : vy

A. Officegs: of my government. ‘
This we returned: money to the |
Treasury that we had borrowed to |
buy the surplus and stabilize the
market. ..

Q. What are some of the major

projects you have mn mind for Cu-
‘| ba?
A. One of the main tlings is to "
gimprove our educational system that’
has been so badly neglected dur-
g the two previous administra-
tions. *

Q. What do .you consider Cuba’s
greatest need?

A. We need new industries to pro-
vide employment tor our fast-grow-
ing population. There are just not ~
enough jobs being created. We are
a progressive people and 8 falrly
prosperous nation, But we have to
buy from the United States every-
thing from television sets to wash-
ing machines to women’s dresses.
Thus most of our money goes out
of the country. We have g to
create more industries that will keep
our money at home. f

@. What industries have been L
Jaunched recently?

A. We have stepped up, our fiber = ; o
production. We hope soon to be Y
making our own radio and television
sets. We have a system similar to
FHA (Federal House 'Authority) in
the United States that will provide
thousands of Cubans with hou§jng
they can afford. This will create
many construction jobs. 7

Q. It is true then, that Cuban
business men are concerned: with
the money being spent abroad?:

A. Yes, but their greatest con-
cern is the million being invested
abroad by Prio and officers of the
last two administrations.

Batista said his administration
15 increasing public works all over
i the island and defended new taxes
levied “to help alleviate misery
among the poor people.”

He said there is no danger from
Communists in Cuba and that there
are fewer party members now than
when he took office in 1940. Batls-
*/ta said Prio charged he was court-
|ing ‘the ,Communists but added his
1 (Batista’s) administration ‘’closed
the Russian Zmbassy and threw its
staff out of Cuba.
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