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PAPERS OF CONTESTANT.
No. 1.

Notice of contest.

STATE OF SoUuTH CAROLINA,
County of Edgefield :
To Hon. ROBERT SMALLS:

Sk : You will please take notice that the undersigned claims that at
the recent election, held the 7th day of November, 1876, he was legally
elected a member of the Forty-fifth Congress for the term of two years
commencing 4th day of March, A. D. 1877, from the fifth Congressiona
district of South Carolina, embracing the counties of Edgefield, Aiken,
Barnwell, Colleton, and Beaufort.

That the board of State canvassers have committed gross frauds in
canvassing the votes of said Congressional district, making up false
statements, by which the votes of said counties are falsely represented
to be aggregated as follows: In Colleton County, 4,232 votes for Smalls,
and 2,904 for Tillman; in Beaufort, 7,612 votes for Smalls, and 2,231
for Tillman ; in Barnwell, 2,792 votes for Smnalls, and 3,939 for Tillman ;
in Edgefield, 3,120 votes for Smalls, and 6,252 for Tillman; in Aiken,
2,194 votes for Smalls, and 3,190 for Tillman ; aggregating 19,954 votes
in the Congressional district fur Smalls, and 18,516 for Tillman.

That the certificate of election fraudulently given you, the contestee,
by the secretary of state was based upon the aforesaid fraudulent can-
vassing of the votes, and the undersigned will contest your claim to a
seat in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fifth district of South Carolina,
on the following grounds, to wit:

1. That the State board of canvassers of South Carolina, in making
the canvass of returns of election and statements upon which your cer-

tiicate of election and title to your seat was determined, acted contrary
tolaw, in this: That the said board did not compare the statements of
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the county canvassers with the statements of the managers of election
of the different election-precincts, and did otherwise act contrary to law,
so that they, the said members of the said board of State canvassers,
rendered themselves amenable to the process of the supreme court of
said State for contempt for not obeying its mandates in a case depend-
ing before it, by reason of which neglect and refusal to make a proper
ganzass this contestant failed to receive a return of the legal votes cast
or him.

2. That in the county of Beaufort the managers of election held the
poll required by law to be held at Gardner’s Corner at Sheldon planta-
tion, three miles distant from Gardner’s Corner, whereby this contest-
ant lost the votes of those who would have voted for him had the polls
been opened and held at the place required by law. And the managers
of election at said precinct were political partisans of the contestee, and
opeued and held the polls at this precinct at a different place than that
fixed by law, and advertised to the voters, with the view to defraud the
supporters of this contestant of his and their legal rights to vote and
be voted for, and all the votes cast at Sheldon were illegal, and should
not have been counted for any candidate.

3. That in Beaufort County, at the polling-precincts of Beaufort
Court-House and Woodlawn, at which precincts six-sevenths of the
votes cast were received by you, and where the voters repeated their
votes time and again, so that no fair and legal election was held at said
precincts, you, the contestee, received at least five hundred illegal votes
at said precincts by your partisans repeating votes.

4. That at Myrtle Bush precinet the managers of election did not open
the polls until 9 o’clock a. m., when the law required them to be open at
6 o’clock a. m., whereby voters went away and did not express their
choice by ballot; and two of the managers of said precinct, designing
to commit fraud, refused and failed to be sworn, and were not sworn, so
that they were not legal managers, and all the votes, amounting to
over two hundred and twenty-five, that were received and counted for
you at said precinct were illegal, and should not have been counted for
any person.

5. That at Gray’s Hill and Hilton Head precincts, in the county of
Beaufort, the utmost confusion, intimidation, and terror prevailed, so
that colored men who desired to vote for the contestant were insulted,
clubbed, and beaten and driven from the polls for daring to assert their
rights as freemen to vote for the candidate of their choice, and were
compelled by force either to vote for the contestee or not to vote at all,
and in this way I lost a large number of votes, amounting to several
hundred at least, and you, the coutestee, received them and had them
counted for you.

6. That at Paris Island precinct, in the county of Beaufort, the polls
were closed at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, when the law required them to
be kept open until 6 o’clock p. 1»., whereby numbers of voters were de-
barred the privilege of voting, and this was done in fraund of the voters
and of this contestant, and all the votes cast at said Paris Island pre-
cinct were illegal and should not have been counted for either candi-
date.

7. That at Gray’s Hill precinct, in Beaufort County, the supervisor
of elections on the ride of the Democratic party, appointed by the
district judge of the United States court, was beaten, ill-used, bis cre-
dentials taken from him, and he run off by the infuriated partisans of
the contestee, and voters desiring to vote for contestant were thas in-
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timidated by seeing the law set at defiance, its officers put to naught,
and they dared not to cast a free ballot.

8. That at Hilton Head precinct the person appointed to distribute
tickets to Democratic voters, upon which tickets this contestant was
being voted for, was captured by the partisans of the contestee, carried
away from the polls, and in their fury they tore palings from the ad-
joining fences and beat him severely, until he was rescued and taken to
his residence.

9. That in the whole county of Beaufort a widespread system of in-
timidation and terrorism prevailed among the partisans and personal
and political friends of the contestee against all of those who wished to
vote for this contestant, so that no fair or just election could have been
held in said county, and the result of the election, by repeating, fraud,
violence, intimidation, and terrorism, whereby over three thousand more
votes than was ever before polled in said county were counted for the
contestee, and the ticket upon which he ran, shows the whole election in
Beaufort to have been a gross and palpable fraud.

10. That the board of county canvassers of election in Beaufort
County did not aggregate the managers’ returns and publish the result
of the election uutil the following Monday after the election had been
beld the previous Tuesday, thus postponing for the period of seven days
to declare the election, for the fraudulent purpose of ascertaining how
many illegal votes were necessary to give the contestee the majority in
the fifth Congressional district of South Carolina, and to supply those
illegal votes.

11. That at Blue House precinct, in Colleton County, general intimi-
dation and terrorism was practiced by the friends and partisans of the
contestee, so that colored voters who desired to vote for contestant
were frightened, insulted, clubbed, beaten, and driven away from the
polls, or were forced Ly violence to vote for contestee, whereby the con-
testant received only 210 votes at said precinet, and the contestee re-
ceived 691 votes, when the contestant would have received a majority
of the votes at said precinct if there had been no intimidation and
terrorism.

12, That in Colleton County, at Rantoul’s Station precinct, where 256
votes were polled for Representative in Congress, of which this coutest-
ant received ouly 61 votes, and contestee received 190 votes, the votes
were not at any time counted by the managers of election at said pre-
cinct, as required by law, but were only counted by the board of county
canvassers of election, on which account the whole vote at said precinct
should have been thrown out as illegal and counted for no candidate.

13. That precinct No. 2, at Edgefield Court-House, which was ordered
by the board of commissioners of election for said county to be held at
the office of the county auditor, was not held there, but was removed
without notice more than bhalf a mile from said auditor’s office by the
managers of election at said precinct, and was held at a place called
Macedonia Church, contrary to.the orders and against the express wishes
of the commissioners of election for said county, and all the votes cast
at said precinct should have been rejected as illegal, and not counted
for any candidate.

14. That at precinct, No. 2, at Edgefield Court-House, in Edgefield
County ; at Rantoul’s Station precinct, in Colleton County ; at Paris Island
precinct, in Beaufort County, and at Sheldon, illegally used as a voting-
precinet, instead of Gardner’s Corner, in Beaufort County, you, the con-
testee, received more illegal votes than your majority over me, as de-
termined by even board of State canvassers of election.
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15. That United States troops were used to intimidate white voters,
mostly Democrats, and my political friends in every county of the Con-
gressional district, while no federal troops were employed, except at the
single precinct of Beaufort Court-House, to protect colored Democrats
against intimidation from their own race in the whole of Beaufort
County, where a large colored vote resided, and very many colored men
in Beaufort County, about two thousand in number, implored the officer
commanding the regular troops in South Carolina to protect them against
imtimidation by their own race, but implored in vain, and many promi-
nent white citizens, Democrats, likewise begged said officers to protect
colored Democrats in their right to vote as they pleased in Beaufort
County, but begged to no purpose.

16. That you, the contestee, received more votes from colored Demo-
crats by the intimidation of their own race, and by the tyrannical use
of United States troops, than your pretended majority of 1,438 votes,
as fraudulently counted by the board of State canvassers.

17. That you received more fraudulent votes by your partisans repeat-
ing and by ballot-box stuffing in the single county of Beaufort than your
said pretended majority.

18. That the illegal and unconstitutional use of the troops to control
the election in your behalf should make the House oust you as a Rep-
resentative of the fifth district in the Forty-fifth Congress, and give
the seat to your opponent and coutestant, or to vacate the election and
order a new election to be held.

G. D. TILLMAN.

DECEMBER 21, 1876.
No. 2.

Answer to notice of contest.

STATE OoF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County, Fifth Congressional District:

G. D. TILLMAN, CONTESTANT,
againgt
ROBERT SMALLS, CONTESTEE.

The contestee, answering the notice of the contestant so far as he is
advised that it is necessary to answer, says:

First, that he denies each and every allegation in said notice, except
as hereinafter admitted; and further, the ‘contestee alleges fraud, vio-
lence, and intimidation at the several polling-precincts in the counties
comprising the fifth Congressional district, more particularly described
in Exhibit A, bereunto annexed, and made a part of this answer.

First, as to the general charge upon which this notice of contest is
based, this contestee denies that the contestant was elected at all,
at the election held on the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for
members of the Forty-fifth Congress from the fifth Congressional district
of South Carolina, composed of the counties of Edgefield, Aiken, Barn-
well, Colleton, and Beaufort.

The contestee admits that the term for which the contestant claims to
have been legally elected was for two years, and commences on the
4th day of March, A. D. 1877.

This contestee denies that the State board of canvassers committed
any frauds in canvassing the votes in said Congressional district.

This contestee admits that the aggregate count in Colleton, one of the
counties of said Congressional district, was 4,232 votes for this con-
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testee, and 2,904 for the contestant; but denies that the said statement
is false in any particular.

This contestee admits that the vote as canvassed by the State board
of canvassers for Beaufort, one of the counties of the district aforesaid,
was 7,616 for this contestee, and 2,231 for the contestant ; but denies that
said statement is false in any particular.

This contestee admits that the vote in Barnwell, one of the counties
of the district aforesaid, and was 2,792 for the contestee, and 3,939 for the
contestant, as canvassed by the State boaad of canvassers; but denies
that the said canvass is false in any particular.

This contestee admits that in Edgefield, one of the counties of the
district aforesaid, the vote was 3,120 for this contestee, and 6,252 for
the contestant, as convassed by the State board of canvassers ; but this
contestee avers that the vote of the contestant is largely in excess of
the Democratic vote in that county, and was obtained by fraud, violence,
and intimidation of republican voters at polling-precincts at Edgefield
Court-House and divers other voting-precincts in said county.

This contestee admits that in Aiken, one of the counties in the Con-
gressional district aforesaid, the vote as declared by the State board of
canvassers was 1,194 for this contestee, and 3,190 for the contestant;
bat avers that the vote for the contestant in said county was greatly in
excess of the Democratic vote in said county, and was obtained by fraud,
violence, and intimidation at the polling-precincts of Graniteville, Foun-
iain. Academy, Miles’ Mill, and divers other polling-precincts in said
county.

This contestee admits that the vote, as canvassed by the State board
of canvassers, for the several counties comprising the fifth Congressional
district aforesaid, did aggregate 19,954 votes for this contestee and
18,516 for the contestant. Contestee also admits that the certificate
given him by the secretary of state was based on the statement of the
board of State canvassers, but denies that said canvass was fraudulent.
. Asto the specitic charges made in the notice, this contestee, answer-
1ng so far as he is advised it is necessary for him to answer, says: That
as to the first charge, the State board of canvassers did compare the
county canvasser’s returns with the precinct managers’ returns, yet this
contestee denies that they were required by law to so do. As to the
charge that they acted otherwise, contrary to law, this contestee says
that the charge is too vague and uncertain for him to answer.

_This contestee denies that the State board of canvassers did at any
time refuse to obey any mandate of the supreme court of the State of
Bouth Carolina in a cause pending before it, or were at any time in con-
tempt of said court, and avers that this contestee, and contestant,
did receive the full number of votes cast for him without regard to
whether the same were legal or illegal so far as the canvass of the State
board of canvassers was concerned.

As to the second charge, this contestee denies that the managers of
election held the poll required to be held by law at Gardner’s Corner at
Steldon Station, three miles distant therefrom, and avers that it was
held at Sheldon’s Mill, which islat Gardner’s Corner, the place required
by law for the holding of elections for Gardner’s Corner precinet, and is
the place where all elections have been held since reconstruction.

This contestee denies each and every other allegation in the second
section of the contestant’s notice of contest, and further denies each and
every allegation contained in section three of said notice.

As to section four, this contestee admits that the law requires the
polls to be opened at six o’clock; but avers that he has no means of
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A
knowing at what time the polls opened, but submits that if it be true
that the polls did not open until nine o’clock, it was a mere irregularity
and cannot vitiate a poll. This contestee denies each and every other
allegation contained in said section, (four;) and further, this contestee
denies each and every allegation in section five.

As to section 8ix, this contestee admits that the law requires the polls
to be kept open until six o’clock p. m.; but avers that he has no means
of knowing at what time they closed, and submits that if said statement
were true, and if the polls closed at four o’clock, it is a mere irregularity
and will not vitiate a poll.

As to sections seven, eight, nine, and ten inclusive, this contestee de-
nies each and every alle egation thereof.

As to section eleven, this contestee admits that the number of votes
received respectively at Blue House precinet, Colleton County, was 210
for contestant and 691 for contestee, and avers that the number of votes
received by contestant was the highest Democratic vote ever polled at
said precinct, and the smallest Republican vote; and further, this con-
testee denies each and every other allegation therein contained in said
section, (eleven.)

As to section twelve, this contestee denies each and every allegation
therein contained.

As to section thirteen, this contestee admits that at Edgefield Court-
House, one of the polling-precincts was moved from one point to another
in the same town; but avers, first, that, the law does not require the
poll to be held at any particular place, and, secondly, that the change
was rendered necessary by the fraud, violence, and intimidation by the
partisans of the contestant, and, further, that it was an irregularity that
will not vitiate a poll.

As to sections fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, in-
clusive, this contestee denies each and every allegation therein con-
tained.

This contestee further avers that the State board of canvassers erred
in counting the vote of Edgefield County for either party, as it was car-
ried by fraud, violence, intimidation, and repeating by partisans of the

contestant.
ROBERT SMALLS,
—Sﬂ' PN Per W. J. WHIPPER,
AR % Attorney.
~

',‘ ";}s%g ExHinir A.
The Lonm arges fraud, violence, intimidation, and repeating at

the following polling-precincts in Edgefield County by partisans of the
contestant: Edgefield Court-IHouse Nos. 1 and 2, Meeting Street, Trapp’s
Mill, Haltiwanger’s Store, Johnson’s Depot, Ridge Spring, Perry’s Cross-
Roads, Coleman’s Cross-Roads, Talbert’s Store, Cheatham’s Store, Shaw’s
Mill, Curryton, Landrum’s Store, Liberty I1ill, Red Hill, Mount Willery,
Richardsonville, which caused the throwing out of the vote in said
county for members of the senate and house of representatives, as well
as State and county officers.

Also, at the following polling-precinetsin Aiken County: Aiken Court-
House, Beach Island, Silverton, Hamburg, Jordan’s Mill, Boyde’s Store,
Miles’s Mill, Merrit’s Bridge, Graniteville, Fountain Academy, Windsor.

Contestee farther alleges that the Hamburg massacre and Ellenton
riots were gotten up by partisans of the contestant for the avowed pur-
pose of enabling them to carry the election in Aiken Coanty by violence
and intimidation.
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Contestee charges fraud, violence, repeating, and intimidation at the
following polling-precinets in Barnwell County: Allendale, Barnwell,
Blackville, Buford’s Bridge, Barker’s Mill, Erhard’s Mill, Graham’s, Mil-
let, Midway, Canian’s Fair Church, Robbins, Red Oak, Williston, Bell

Dock, and Bamburg. ROBERT SMALLS
Por W. J. WHIPPER,
Attorney.

In the matter of the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert
Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, -
Beaufort County :
To W. J. WHIPPER, Esq.,
Counsel for Robert Smalls, Beaufort, S. C. :

Sir: Since making with you the agreement dated 30th January,
by which we consented to fix the 4th day of March next as the day from
which the contestant in this case should be allowed forty days to take
original testimony, I have ascertained from Washington that the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections of the House of Representatives con-
sider the amendment to section one hundred and seven of the Revised
Statutes of the United States, approved March 2, 1875, to be manda-
tory in character, and that the parties to contested-election cases cannot
by consent extend the time for taking testimony beyond the time stated
in said amendment. This being so, our agreement becomes, of course,
null and void, and neither party can be bound by it, however much we
may desire it. I am compelled, therefore, to notify you that Mr. Till-
man considers the agreement to be at an end, and that he will at ths
time hereinafter stated proceed to take his original testimony in accord-
ance with law.

You are therefore hereby notified that the contestant, George D. Till-
man, will examine the following-named witnesses, all of whom reside
in Beaufort County, relative to and touching the matters and things
set forth in his notice to the contestee, Robert Smalls, that he would
contest his right to a seat in the Congress of the United States, to which
the contestee claims to have been elected at the election held on the
7th day of November, 1876, for the fifth Congressional district of the
State of South Carolina, before M. R. Cooper, esq., notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina, at the Mansion-House, in the town of
Port Royal, in Beaufort County, in the said State, on the 12th, 13th, and
14th days of February, 1877, between the hours of 8 o’clock a. m. and
6 o’clock p. m. of said days, or so much thereof as may be necessary
for the examination of said witnesses, to wit:

W. J. Drayton, John McFall, H. B. Van Ness, Abram P. Jenkins,
Jobhn F. Porteous, W. H. Nevin, Peter Jones, Andrew McFall, C. B.
Kirk, H. C. Pollitzer, Randall Heyward, Nathaniel Lightbourne, Juo.
J. Allen, Nelson Priley, Morris Scott, M. Borck, W. J. Verdier, John G.
Barnwell, B. B. Saws.

Very respectfully,
WM. ELLIOTT,
Attorney for Geo. D. Tillman.

I accept due and legal service of the within notice upon me, at Beau-
fort, 8. U., this 8th day of February, A. D. 1877.
' -W. J. WHIPPER,
Attorney for Contestee.
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STATE oF SoU'rH CAROLINA, Beaufort County:

Hon. ROBERT SMALLS:

You are hereby notified that I will examine the following-named wit
nesses, all of whom reside in Beaufort County, relative to and touching
the matters and things set forth in my notice to you that I would con-
test your right to a seat in the Congress of the United States, to which
you claim to have been elected at the November election of 1876, for the
fifth Congressional district of the State of South Carolina, before M. R.
Cooper, notary public in and for the State of South Carolina, at the
Mansion House, town of Port Royal, in said county and State, on the
14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th days of February, 1877, and thence to be
adjourned from day to day until said examination be completed, between
the hours of 8 a. m. and 6 p. m. of said days, or so much thereof as may
‘be necessary for the examination of said witnesses, to wit:

W. 8. Drayton, John McFall, H. B. Van Ness, Abram P. Jenkins, John
F. Porteous, Peter Jones, Andrew McFall, C. B. Kirk, H. C. Pollitzer,
Randall Heyward, Nath. Lightbourne, John J. Allen, Nelson Priley,
Morris Scott, M. Borck, W. J. Verdier, John G. Barnwell, B. B. Sams,
John Bird, H. G. Judd, London Bryan, 8. J. Bampfield, C. C. P. Beau-
fort County; H. M. Fuller, Pompey Jones, Jack Freeman, William

Price.
GEO. D. TILLMAN,
Per WM. ELLIOTT,
: Attorney.

I aceept service of the within notice on me, at Port Royal, S. C., this
12th day of February, 1877.
W. J. WHIPPER, Attorney.

In the wmatter of the contest of George D. Tillman against Robert
Smalls.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, Beaufort County :

To S. J. BAMPFIELD, Esq.,
Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for Beaufort County:

You are hereby summoned to appear before me at Beaufort, in said
county and State, on the 26th day of February, 1877, at 8 o’clock a. m.,
to be then and there examined nnder oath by me respecting the contest
by George D. Tillman of the right of Robert Smalls to a seat in the
Congress of the United States, and to bring with you the oaths of all
managers of election at the general election held on the 7th day of No-
vember last now on file in your office, and all books or other records of
your office containing proof of such filing.

You will not fail herein under the penalty of twenty dollars.

Given under my hand and official seal, at Port Royal, this 17th day of
February, A. D. 1877,

[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER, .

, Notary Public.

In the matter of the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert
Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United States.

It is agreed between the parties to this contest, that the examination
of the witnesses for the contestant, of whose examination notice has
already been given the contestee, be adjourned until the 21st instant,
at 9 o'clock a. m., at the town of Beaufort, at which time and place
the examination of said witnesses will be resumed without further no-
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tice to the contestee, except as to the building in which such examina-

tion shall be held.
Dated at Port Royal, S. C., 17th February, 1877.
GEO. D. TILLMAN,

By WM. ELLIOTT,
Attorney.
ROBT. SMALLS,
By ALFRED WILLIAMS,
Of Counsel.
Witness:
M. R. CoOPER.
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We do hereby certify that this statement of the whole number of votes
given at the general election, held on the 7th day of November, 1876
for member of Congress from the fifth Congressional district, is made up
from the certified copies of statements made by the several boards of

county canvassers, and that the same is correct.
H. E. HAYNE,

Secretary of State.
F. L. CARDOZA,
Treasurer South Carolina.
THOS. C. DUNN,
Comptroller-General.
H. W. PURVIS,
Adjutant and Inspector-General.

ExniIBIT B.

STATE OoF SOoUTH CAROLINA,
Office Secretary of State :

I, H. E. Hayne, secretary of state, do hereby certify that the fore-
going is a true and correct statement of the certificate and determina-
tion of the board of State canvassers as to the election of the member
of Congress from the fifth Congressional district ; and that the statement
of the vote cast in Barnwell County does not include the vote at Rob-
bins precinct, which was not counted by the county and State board of
canvassers, and forms no part of the aggregate stated herein.

Given under my hand and the seal of the State, at Columbia, this
26th day of February, 1877, and in the 101st year of American Inde-

pendence,
[SEAL.] ' H. E. HAYNE,

Secretary of State.
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I certify that the inclosed is the document presented in testimony by

the contestant, George D. Tillman, and marked ¢ Exhibit B.”
M. R. COOPER,

Notary Public.

Vote by precincts for Congressman, fifth district, 1876.
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Beaafort..... e teceecccccaccancsnccacacocats saansscscecs sananeconnns
Brick Church ... cice e i iii it ccceciteoaacacacececancancennan

D 5

Total e ittt it ii it e ce e iectre et et a e caaaaa s
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Vote by precincts for Congressman, fifth district, 1876.

11

4 | g

il

Barnwell County. Lz g

£ |4

8 | o
Allendale ..ccceoce cecene vacccccaccceacaccoacasaccsscrscacacsccnansas]| 448 675
Barnwell ................. teeccacescacsocacnsncnns ceccecsccacececann 209 293
Blackville ..... eeccccnsenscnnans ceecescncen tesccecsssaceacacasnan eee-.| 691 467
Buford’s Bridge «ccceccceecccaas Geseccscescccacasacases asecassoannanan 187 197
Barker's Mill...occevcuaeanaan cesccccceaca seecacetececssacccs sans e 142 183
Erbard’s Mill........c.... cececocsanas seccccecess Gecescoccnccace sacsas 48 177

* No poll opened.

Vote, by precincts, for Congressman, fifth district—1876.

2 | 5

s |8

Edgefield County. @ &

2 | R

= o
Curryton ..ocecececeecccceeaananann e temececmcecneacaneaanenanaeanan 2 106
Mounnt Willing .......... e eceeeccscecccaceasacncccs nne ancasconananas| OB 602
Cheatbam’s Store ......... e eeccescececccacecooces smansnnase oo cnmnen 88 173
Haltawaugers Btore. ... .oceeeeeceee cacoee comnascanecocaascnnncannannn 213 245
Edgefield Court-House No. 1 25 601
Edgefield Court-House No. 2 840 316
LADATONS SEOT® «ceeacce cnncaecacaencancas ceennoscacsacannsanamnnan 2 209
RiChArABOM .. et e ceee ocmoee ceceoaee cance cocosecnanccanns aaneanns 286 320
Liberty Hill........ .| %27 345
Red Hill ..... 9 326
Trapp's Mill ... . ... 01| 537
Meeting Street - ..... 210 249
PerTy’s Cross-ROBAS «cecnvrnceececaecaaeacacasancacscacnnaceceancens 114 156
Ridge Spring ..... ceeann e eees e e aacaeeeoannannnaannmmannan 342 | 682
JOMNBLODS o v e ceee ceee eeeecceeceseccaccccnnecancasancacsaannnsannan 54 444
TOIDELS BEOT@ <o ccee cacenaecnn cacmaeccnansanccsscanscerceanaecaneanen 55 323
Shaw’s..... e teeeee teacas cece raenoccecanesenesacanoneansaannesaneanas 363 332
COleMAD’S .. eeeeeeeecceceee ceer canecnncasnacaccacassances P, 136 231
Total ccceeeveceincececccacccasanns veccscoce teceescacs cocnasanen 3,120 | 6,252
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Fole, by precincts, for Congressman, fifth district—1876.

R
'g E
Aiken County. @ . g
BE
= c
Aiken Court-House...... e teeecectomcncssaacas canne cencecece teacescnns 693 X1
Miles’ Mill8 tocaueiomoe et iicce et caeecencaecccanncnnenn ceeeeae- 35| W
5 E 1] T 535 | Ao
Windsor cocevceeccvacenanne PP B 4 | K
SIlVertOn cuceee e eeencecccce acee tonmne conneecanncsvecnos conncnnnns 2321 1=
Merritt’s Bridge « ... cooeve it ciiiiiie it cien e e reee teeeecneanan 61 312
Fountain Academy .. .cccvevniniierreececttacececcnscanns e eeeeeeanean 86 143
Boyd’s SEOre «ccccr ceie it ceee o cecacaccacaracocacaenanaeanen annnan (
J ordau =305 0 R PR
Beech Island ... ioooitiireiiaaciiiocrneeacanecannn
Graniteville, (not on file)
Total cevuer ciniinncaonnncaaaas
Vote, by precincts, for Congressman, fifth district—1876.
R
3 E
Colleton County. © g
=2 | 2
c 3
fe ]
Walterboro’ .. . ceeiiiieeiaiceeeccan cocnomeccacncnceacacscacasnacans 85| 3
Summerville ... e eteieeceedceacececescaccascnsecesasane cnee s 4| 18
Sniders’............... 1| 1«
Smoke’s Cross-Road8 . cccoe tocaaeciieciciaicacevecenecacncacnnesnns .o167 | ¥
RADtOWIO8. e cictcee ceececccaccaccaecaccneaancnecnn teceecmencannas 190 61
RAVENES ..o ineeiaecactvens cocaracccaccaeanceccnsoscecnseonneanenanns 207 £3
Ridgeville «..c.oeiiiiniiioanniinaonnans teceetcscacsocanascmannsananns 163| 2
Preacher's Mill ............ tececsecasacenscnntenaetannanannan ceeman 100 | 161
Maple CaIN «oceeeiiniitveracecianaccacacnccancnann eeemene eeeere e 17| 16
Jacksonboro’....c..oeeeecaan. eeteceeecesecacennetacen .. 196 7
Iron’s Cross-Roads.......... cecemen teemeeenmecaeaean. reeene eeeeecenens 187 4
Horse Pen «c.ceeiacaiiamiiacananannnn ceeeeeenan etecessencaanaceces 50| 104
GOOrZO'S ceve ceaecmooanecen e eececececcacomane teammnanan temcaeacneenee 468 | &%
DeLemar’s Cross-Roads.... ... ceeeeane cemeeeecmaceeann ceveaan cemee---.| 88| &
Blue House ........... Veceeseacascecncncconn cececssecmsescacancos cnoa
Bell’s Cross-Roads
Adam’s Run
Ashepoo
Maple Cain .oceeeimcii it iiicetcaen,
Total

Vote for governor, Beaufort County, 1870-'72-"74-"76.

187%0.
R.K.Scott......... ceeeaanaan R 8 L4
.B.Oa 112 RPN . |
1872. )
T. J. Moses, jr...... . 980
Ruben TomlinS0mn «voeiceietiainnreeenennneancacsacasacasnnns 1,40
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1874.
D. H.Chamberlain.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiaeiiineraennacnans 4,778
Jobn T, Green.....coouet ciiiimeeeinioiene cemecncnaeacaans s 2,076
1876.
D.H.Chamberlain.... ..o iiiiiiiieni i iiiiiieiiaannnnn. 7, 604
Wade Hampton ...... ......... cerena.en e eeeaaneeneas 2,274
Exuisir C.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Office Secretary of State:

I, H. E. Hayne, secretary of state, do hereby certify that the forego-
ing is a troe and correct statement of the votes cast for Congressman
in the several precincts of the counties comprising the fifth Congress-
ional district, and also the vote cast for governor in Beauafort Couunty at
the general elections of 1870, 1872, 1874, and 1876, as appears by the
retarns on file in this office.

Given under my hand and seal of the State, at Columbia, this 21st
day of February, 1877, and in the one hundred and first year of Ameri-
can Independence.

[SEAL.) ‘ - H. E. HAYNE,

Secretary of State.

1 certify that the inclosed is the document presented in testimony by
the contestant, George D. Tilllman, and marked * Exhibit C.”
M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.
BEAUFORT COUNTY.

In the contest between Geo. D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat in
the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOoUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

W. H. NIVER, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant upon
due notice to the coutestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions
propounded by contestant:

Question. Please give your name, age, residence, and occupation.—
Answer, W, H. Niver; about thirty years old. I live on Paris Island,
Beaufort County, and State of South Carolina. I ama planter by occu-
pation.

Q. How long have you resided there 2—A. Abeut ten years.

Q. Where did you reside previously I—A. In Columbia County,
New York State.

Q. Where were you born 7—A. In Columbia County, New York.

Q. Did you come from Columbia County to Paris Island 7—A. Yes.

Q. At what precinct did you attend at the election on November
last 1—A. At Paris Island.

Q. State what occurred at the polls during the day, and whether there
were any interference with the electors at the polls.—A. I went to the
polls about seven o’clock. I was there some time before the poll opened.
The managers could not get into the church, so they opened the poll in
the school-house. I staid there all the foremoon, until about ten or
eleven o’clock. At that time I gave a ticket to a colored man to vote,
and it was taken away and torn up. After that I went back and sat
down. Another colored man came in, and I offered him a ticket. When
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I offered him the ticket, I was strack and pulled and hauled around,
and while the fuss was going on the man went out of doors and did not
vote at that time at all. I then sat down on a desk and was struck with
a stick on the back of my shoulder and head, through a window, which
gave me a headache all the afternoon. I had not voted up to this time.
After the fuss quieted down I voted and went home. I did not think it
was safe to vote before that. I went home because I felt badly. I staid
at home until about four o’clock, when I returned to the polls, and soon
after 1 got back they counted the votes.

Q. What ticket did you vote 3—A. The Democratic ticket.

Q. What ticket did you offer to those colored men {—A. The Demo-
cratic ticket.

Q. Who was the candidate for Congress on the Democratic ticket 1—
A. George D. Tillman.

Q. Were the candidates for all the offices voted for on the same tick-
et1—A. Yes.

Q. To what party did these men belong who took away the tickets
and tore them up ¥—A. To the Republican party.

Q. Who did they support for Congress ¥—A. Robert Smalls.

Q. Please state the number of Republican and number of Democratic
votes polled at that precinct.—A. One hundred and forty-three Repub-
lican and twelve Democratic.

Q. How many white men lived on the island at that time ¥—A. Three
besides myself.

Q. State about what the population of the island is.—A. About four
hundred.

Q. How many colored votes were cast at that precinct f—A. All but
six were colored.

Q. By whom are the lands on that island chiefly owned :-—A. By col-
ored people.

Q. Under what titles?—A. Government tax-sales.

Q. What government—A. United States Government.

Q. Who struck you ?—A. John Bull they call him on the island, but
I think his name is John Bumis.

Q. To what party did he belong 9—A. He was a boy under age, about
nineteen or twenty years old, and did not vote at all.

(The counsel for the contestee having here made objection to the pres-
ence of contestant's witnesses other than the one nnder examination, it
was agreed between the respective counsel, William Elliott for contest-
ant and W. J. Whipper for contestee, that all witnesses be excluded,
except the one under examination. This agreement to apply to all testi-
mony in this case taken before any officer, whether in chief, in reply, or
in rebuttal.)

Q. Intheinterest of what party was this man John Bull at the pollT—
A. The Repnblican party.

Q. What did he strike yon with 7—A. A clab.

Q. How long and thick was it —A. About three feet long, and about
one or one and a half inches through.

Q. How many colored men had clubs there that day ?—A. I don’t
know ; most all of them had sticks.

Q. What were they doing with them ¥—A. They did not seem to be
doing anything with them except the one that struck me.

Q. Did you see them flourish them about ¥—A. I did not notice them.

Q. How many colored men were around you at the time that you were
struck ¥—A. About thirty or forty when 1 was first strack.
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Q. What else did they do with you besides strike you ¥—A. They
grabbed me up and crowded around me.

Q. Did you attempt to escape from them !—A. Yes; I got away from
them, and went back and sat down.

Q. What was the cause of this violence ¥—A. My going up and offer-
ing the ticket to a voter.

Q. What did the crowd say at the time of this violence?—A. They
said they would not let any of the colored people vote the Democratic
ticket, and that be should not vote that ticket.

Q. How much noise and violence wasthere —A. Quite a good deal.

Q. Did or did it not interrupt the voting, and for how long, if it was
interrupted —A. It did interrupt it for fifteen or twenty minutes, or
perhaps balf an hour.

: Q. In what building, if any, did this take place?—A. In the school-
ouse.

Q. Wasit in the room in which the voting took place I—A. Yes.

Q. How far from the ballot-box ¥—A. Five or six feet.

Q. Were there any women at the polls that day 1—A. Yes.

Q. How many, and what color I—A. About twelve colored women.

Q. Did they join in this noise and violence —A. Did not see any at
the time they were after me.

Q. Did they at any time 7—A. Yes. .

Q. State what they did.—A. I saw them take one man that was
going to vote the Democratic ticket, and put him out doors.

Q. What was their general behavior ¥—A. Very noisy.

Q. Were there any boys under age at the polls, and if so, how
many¥—A. Yes; about seven or eight.

Q. Were there any threats made against Democratic voters at the
pollsthat day; and if so, what were they —A. They said all those that
\&o_ted theﬂ_ Democratic ticket could not stay on the island, they should be

riven ofi.

Q. Were the threats that were made there that day sufficient, in you
opinion, to have intimidated men of ordinary courage? :

(Question objected to by counsel for contestee.)

A. I think they were.

Q. Do you know of any such threats having been made before the
day of election against Democratic voters?—A. I do not.

Q. Did these threats keep any men from voting the Democratic ticket
who otherwise would have voted it?

(Question objected to by counsel for contestee.)

A. I think they did.

Q. Would the result of the election have been different at that pre-
cinet, but for these threats 3—A. I think it would.

Q. To what party did you belong before this late election —A. I al-
ways voted the Republican ticket.

Q. Were the polls open on that day when you got there, and at what
2!1;0 ‘(‘lid you get there I—A. They were not; 1 got there about seven
clock.

?.thAt what time were they opened 1—A. Aboat half an hour after I
got there.

Q. At what time were the polls closed, and what time did the count
tommence I—A. About four o’clock.

Q. Please give the answer as to time more definitely.—A. I am cer-
tain it was not later than half past four. I think it was four.

Q. Were voters sworn before voting +—A. Think they were.
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Q. Do you know of any that were not sworn *—A. I don’t recollect
of any.

Q. At what time were you absent from the polls that dsy f—A. From
about half past one until “four o’clock or about.

Q. Did you hear any colored men oun that island say they were going
to vote the Democratic ticket, before the election ¥—A, Yes; I heard
quite a number say they were going to vote the Democratic tlcket

Q. How many I—A. Twelve or thirteen.

Q. Did you speak to all the voters on the island about their votes —
A. I did not speak to them all, but spoke to a good many of them.

Q. How many colored men dxd vote the Democratic ticket, as far as
you know I—A. Six.

Q. Did you prosecute this man John Bull,or any other man, on account
of the violence done towards you?—A. I did not.

Q. Why not #—A. Idid not think I could get any justice under the
present state of affairs.

Cross-examined by W. J. Whipper, counsel for contestee:

Q. How long have you lived on Pony Island —A. About ten years-

Q. How mauy elections have you attended on the island ?—A. All the
elections since I have been there.

Q. Was there any more violence at this election than at any former ¢
—A. There was.

Q. Had you any violence at any former election ¥—A. Not that I rec-
ollect of.

Q. Was there any violence at this election before you handed a Demo-
cratic ticket to a voter ¥—A. None, except that man they put out doors.

Q. How was this man put out doors, and by whom ?—A. Picked up
and pushed out by the women.

Q. How close were you to the scene at the time that it occurred ¥—A.
Twelve or fourteen feet.

Q. Do you know the names of any of these women 1 If s0, please tell
the officer.—A. I do not know as I can call any names. I took no
notice who they were.

Q. Do you know the man that they put out? If so, give his name.—
A. I do; John Bird.

Q. Was he put out in a violent, rude, and angry manner, or was it
done through jest —A. I could not say.

Q. Do you know whether or not John Bird voted that day t—A. I did
not see him vote, but I think he voted.

Q. Was John Bird a Democrat or a Republican?—A. He pretended to
be a Democrat.

Q. Was he a white or colored man %—A. Colored.

Q. Who was the man to whom you gave the ticket that they tore
up ¥—A. They call him Smart.

Q. Who was it that tore up the ticket ¥—A. Ned Bee grabbed and
tore up the ticket.

Q. Was that ticket taken from him by force, violence, and against his
will, or was it merely taken from his hand and torn up ¥—A. 1 should
Judge it was taken by violence ; he took the ticket from me willingly and
the other man grabbed it from "him.

Q. Have you any other evidence that it was taken by violence except
the fact that he took it from you willingly and the other man grabbed
it; if so, what is it ¥—A. I don’t know that there is any except I heard
them say that he should not vote that ticket.

Q. Do you know whether or not he voted at all that day ¥—A. Yes;
they gave him a ticket and pushed him right along to the box.
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NQ. Who was the second man that yon offered a ticket to?—A. Moses
elson.

Q. Who was it that struck you at that time?—A. I could not tell who
struck me first.*

Q. Were you struck more than once at that time?—A. Only once; but
I was kicked by John Bull.

Q. Had you or not had a difficulty with John Bull before that day out-
side of political affairs J—A. [ bad not.

Q. You sta‘ed in the direct examination that the man to whom you
gave this ticket did not vote at that time; do you know that he voted
at all1—A. I did not see him vote.

Q. Have you any other means of knowing that he voted I—A. I don’t
know that I have.

Q. Did not you vate yourself some time afterwards1—A. I did.

Q. You voted the Democratic ticket 1—A. Yes.

Q. You stated in your direct examination that you went back there
about four o’clock ; how long after you went back was it before they
commenced to count the votes?—A. Commenced countiug as soon as I
got there.

Q. Were you an officer of any kind on that dayi—A. No.

Q. Was there any one voted or offered to vote after they commenced
counting ¥—A. None that I know of.

Q. Was it after you went back this time that you were struck with a
clab?—A. I was struck with a club before [ voted, and I voted befure
[ went home at first.

Q. Do you know of any one on the island eutitled to vote who had not
voted that day; and, if 8o, who#—A. I héard them say that there was
ote man who had not voted; that he staid home with his wife because
she was sick.

Q. Dor’t you know that the polls were closed because there were no
more votes to be polled that day I—A. I do not.

Qf: How long were they counting the votest—A. Idon’t think over half
an hoar.

Q. How soon after the votes were counted did they leave the polling-
placet—A. They left right away.

Q. You stated that the whole number of Republican votes was one
handred and forty-three, and the Democratic twelve, did you not —A.
Yes; one hundred and forty-two or three Republican and twelve Demo-
crats,

Q. You stated that there were four white men on the island at that
time, did yon not 7—A. Yes.

Q. Will you state if you know whether or not all those men were en-
titled to vote and did not vote or not?—A. Two besides myself were
entitled to vote and did vote; the other one was not there.

AQiZ Did you state that six colored men voted the Democratic ticket t—

. Yes,

Q. How do you account then for twelve Democratic votes?—A. There
were three other white men that came there to vote.

Q. Who were they*—A. Cooper, Allen, and C. W. Niver.

Q. Where did they reside at that time?—A. Niver lived on Dow’s
Island, and Cooper and Allen at Port Royal.

Q. Were there any others that came there to vote, black or white *—
A. I think one colored man came from Beaufort.

_ Q. Did you state that the whole number of the population of the
island is four hundred?—A. To the best of my knowledge.

Q. Do you know what the voting population of that island is? If so,

H. Mis. 11——2
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what is it #—A. Ithink they generally poll about one hundred and sixty
votes.

Q. Do you swear that they have polled one hundred and sixty votes
since reconstruction $—A. 1 think so.

Q. What has been the Democratic vote on that lsland since recon-
struction at former elections ¥—A. I think there was one polled the time
Green was nominated.

Q. And there has never bfen but one Democratic vote at any election
in the ten years that you have been on the island before this election —
A. Only one that [ know of before this last election. -

Q. How old is this John Bull, or Burnis, that struck you with a stick ¢
—A. I should think he was about nineteen or twenty years old.

Q. Don’t the people on this island usually carry sticks when they go
to meeting, religious, political, or otherwise ¥—A. A great many of them
do.

Q. Did the sticks on this orcasion differ in namber or character from
those that they usually carried $—A. The one differed in character that
got over my head. I don’t know that the rest did or not.

Q. Was any except this one used differently from what they usually
use them?—A. Not that I saw.

Q. You state that there were thirty or forty men around you when
you were struck. Were they there when the fuss commenced or were
they drawn there by it—A. Sowe were there and some came in after
it was going on.

Q. What portion of them were there when the fuss commenced 1—A.
I should think about half.

Q. Was not a large portion of them your own business or personal
friends?—A. A great many of them were.

Q. You have stated that you believe the result would have been
different were it not for those threats. What leads you to that concla-
sion ¥— A, [ beard voters say that they intended to vote the ticket that
1 gave them.

Q. You stated that there were twelve told you that. Did not six out of
the twelve do as they told you1—A. It was twelve or thirteen besides
those 8ix that I had reference to.

Q. Cap you give the names of those twelve or thirteen —A. I don’t
know that I could give the names of them all now.

Q. Givethe names of those you can, if any.—A. Nero Bamwell, Ausel
Snipe, Cuffie Snipe. Cau’t think of any wore just now.

Q. How long did this disturbance last either time?—A. Ishould think
about half an hour,

- Q. There was no other disturbance or violence except what you have
described ¥—A. None that 1 saw.

Examined in reply by council for contestant:

Q. You stated that there were three white men went to the island that
day to vote. Please state in what capacity Messrs. Cooper and Allen
went there I—A. Mr. Allen held some office in connection with the elee-
tion-commissioner, I think,and Mr. Cooper came with him. 1 don’t know
what for.

Q. Which is the voting precinct of C. W. Niver ¥—A. Parris Island.
He has always voted there.

Q. Was the colored man from Beaufort a Republican or Democrat $—
A. He was a Republican from the way he worked.

Q. You spoke about former Democratic votes on that island. Has
there ever been an election there before this last, in which the Demo-
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cratic party put out a ticket?—A. I had refereuce to Green. I took
him to be a Democrat.

W. H. NIVER.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 12th day of February, A. D.
1877,
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
. Notary Public.

The examination is here adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock a. m. to-mor-
row, 13th instant.
M. R. COOPER.

In the contest between Geo. D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat in
the Congress of the United States.

MANsION HOUSE,
Port Royal, 8. C., February 13, 1877.
BTATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :

Morgis ScorT, colored, a witness of legal age, produced by contest-
ant, upon due notice to the contestee, deposes as tollows in reference to
questions propounded by contestant’s counsel:

Question. Please state your name, place of residence, occupation, and
age.—Answer. I am forty-two years old; my name, Morris Scott; I live
on Paris Island ; I am a planter.

Q. Where did you vote at the last election, in November §—A. At
Parris Island school house.

Q. What time did you get there 3—A. At 7 o'clock, and left before 6.

Q. What time were the polls opened I—A. At 7 o’clock.

Q. What time did the polls close and they commence to count the
votes I—A. They commenced to count about 5 o’clock.

Q. Was there any violence at the polls that day ¥ If so, state what it
was.—A. The first violence that day was the row with John Bird. Just
8 8oon a8 he got in the house them women asked him if he was a Dem-
ocrat. He said, ¢ Yes, I am.” Soon after they picked him right off his
feet and put Lim out of doors; before he was down, my wife caught
him by the collar and belped bim up on his feet. Then came John Ball
in there with a row, cussing and squeezing tbrough the gang to get to
the window after Niver. I said to Charles Grant, “Take that boy out of
here with his confusion.” Then he put him out of doors, and he came
round to the window, while Niver set there, and knocked hiwm in the head
with astick. Sam Gilliard then took bim off from the window. Now on
the voting line, this fellow Ansel, I don’t know be name—auny how he
belong to our county. He came there to vote. They wouldw’t let him
vote. I gave William Howard a ticket. They took it way from him
and wouldw’t let him.vote it. I gave old Neptune Robinson a ticket,
and they wouldn’t let him vote it. I gave Sam Midliton a ticket, und
they wonldn’t let him vote. I gave Jacob Green a ticket, and they
wouldn’t let bim vote.

Q. What kind of tickets were these you gave them to vote?—A.
Democratic tickets.

Q Who took the tickets away from them ?—A. You couldn’t tell;
the whole crowd was round them calling oat ** Democrat ticket!” ¢ Dem-
ocrat ticket!” and went on so that [ got up on a bench and asked
them,“ Boys, is not the man of age, why not let themn vote as they want to?”
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Q. Were threse men who took away the tickets Democrats or Repub-
licins ¥—A. Republicans. All Republican mens.

Q. Were they friends of General Smalls’1—A. O, yes.

Q. How long did this row and confusion last —A. This row and con-
fusion lasted, at the lowest calculation, for three hours.

Q. Were the tickets of voters examined there before they voted? If
80, state liow it was done?—A. The Republican stand right to the door,
and every man came in they asked ¢ Who gave you that ticket?”

Q. Who did they say that to —A. Every man. It they said they
got their ticket from John Bird, London Bryan, or Morris Scott, they
would say, ¢ You must not vote that ticket ” and would take it away and
give them a ticket and say ¢ Vote my ticket.”

Q. What kind of tickets did they give them —A. Republican tickets.

Q. Would they let a man come in with a Democratic ticket I—A. If
they knew what ticket he had he couldn’t come in. If they knew he
had a Democratic ticket they would never let him come in.

Q. What was the behavior of this crowd —A. The crowd was very
dissipated. I never saw such going ou siuce I been voting on Paris Isl-
and, since I first voted.

Q. Do you mean that they were angry and violent ¥—A. Yes, they
was going on all the time, jawing about Democratic tickets.

Q. How long did this continne —A. About three hoars, right hot.

Q. Could you get men to come up with Democratic tickets after
that—A. I couldn’t do it. I had a reason to say so, bscause I had a
list of fifty men on my list that say they would vote the Democratic
ticket, and that day I could not get but six.

Q. Why would not the others vote 1—A. Because they, the Republi-
cans, would not let them vote. The way the six happened to vote they
voted in the morning before the fuss commenced. Before the crowd
gathered. I was the first one vote, and then the rest voted.

Q. Give the name of sowme of these men, or as many as you can, that
said they would vote the Democratic ticket 7—A. Ansel Snipe, Nero
Barwell, Wrenty Gillison, Daize Look, Billie Fields, Cyrus Bryan,
Ned Taylor, is all I can remember right now.

Q. Did you hold Democratic club-meetings on Paris Island during the
campaign I—A. Yes.

Q. How many men attended those meetings, or about how many T—A.
Lots of Republicans as well as Democrats, and those that joined with
us signed.

Q. How many signed your rolli—A. About fifty ; London Bryan
had the roll.

Q. Would these men all have voted the Democratic ticket that day
but for this violence I—A. Yes, they would. They were all responsible
men to their word. I know them all.

Q. Were Democrats threatened by Republicans that day ¥—A. No.
No threats, only quarrelling and going ou and taking away tickets.
John Bull is the ouly one I heard make threats and he struck Niver.

Q. Were you threatened that day1—A. No. But I was threatened
before that day. They threatened that they would lick me.

Q. Did you hear others threatened before that day I—A. No. I did

not hear any. I suppose they threatened John Bird and London Bryan.
They stay on different parts of the island.
Q. Has anything been doue agaiust you because you werea Democrat ?
—A. Yes, they bring up tales against me, and turned me out of the
charch, on the 12th of November, and I get my seat again this last Sat-
urday.
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Q. Was that the day you were summoned to appear here1—A. Yes,
the same day.

Q. Do you know whether or not any women on the island have threat-
ened to leave their husbands if they voted the Democratic ticket I—A.
[ dow’t know ; I never heard any say so; I must tell the truth about it.

Cross-examined by A. H. Ezeikel, counsel for contestee.

You stated that the polls were opened at 7 o’clock ; what means had
you for knowing ¥—A., It is 6 o’clock before day, clean good, before sun-
rise, by the almanac.

Q. That was the only way you could tell that it was 7 o’clock 1—A.
Yes; at 7 o’clock the sun been rise high; I know by the account the
almanac give me.

Q. Did, or did you not, in your direct examination, say that you were
wld by a strauger that it was 7 o’clock by his watch I—A. It was
that evening. :

Q. What time did you leave the pollsi—A. By the watch of this
stranger, be said it was some four or five minutes after 5 o’clock.

Q. Were, or were you not, present during the counting of the votes I—
A. [ was out side on the grass laying down.

Q. At what time did they commence to count the votes ¥—A. I think
abont half past 4 or about 5 o’clock.

Q. What time did they finish —A. About half past 5, I think.

Q. How long after the votes were connted did you leave 3—A. I fol-
lowed the box right down.

Q. They started from there immediately after they had counted the
voles?'—A. Yes, and I followed them right down.

Q. Do you read and write 1—A. A little; it is vothing that I can brag

on.
Q. You spoke of violence down there that day; you spoke of John
Binf's row ; who started it I—A. The row started by the women. As soon
a3Johu Bird came in, the women said, ¢ You are a Democrat,” and pushed
bim oat of the door, and my wife caught him by the collar and helped
him ep on his feet.

Q. You stated in your direct examination that a strange man came
to the polls to vote and they would not let him ¥—A. I said a strange
man that lived in our county.

Q. How do you know he lives in our county 7—A. He used to live in
Beaufort, and came to Paris Isiand to work. :

Q. You stated that you gave William Heyward, Neptune Robinson,
Samuel Middleton, and Jacob Green Democratic tickets to vote, and that
they were taken away ; did you not7—A. Yes.

Q. What means did you have of knowing ¥—A. As they came to the
door they were asked, ** What ticket is dat?” ¢ Who gave you that
ticket!” ¢« Did Scott give you that ticket?” And it was taken away,
aud they were given another one.

Q. By whom was it taken away; can’t you give the name 9—A. No;
I'oould not. The whole crowd of Republicans were saying, ¢ Who
ticket is that¥” ¢ Did Scott give you that ticket?” ¢ That ain’t the
right ticket.” ¢ Don’t vote that ticket.”

Q. How long have you lived ou Paris Island 9—A. Every since I been

m. I was born there.

Q. Yoa spoke of the tickets being taken away by Republicans, and
that they were friends of General Smalls; were not they friends of Mr.
Tillman’s also 1—A. I suppose so0; I could not tell, I never saw Mr.
t1("ll|man in my life before. I saw Smalls; he used to come down to speak

us,
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Q. Did yon hear any of them express themselves otherwise than being
friendly to Mr. Tillman ¥—A. No.

Q. How many elections have you attended on the island t—A. I
really could not tell. I think there were four or five. I was attending
them every since they were held.

Q. You spokse of being turned out of the eburch on account of your
Democratic principles ; were you not turned out for violating some rule
of the church 1—A. T{mt’s what they bring in against me; said I vio-
late the rule of the church; some said I cussed.

Examined in reply by 'counsel for contestant :

Q. You were asked about these Republicans being friendly to Tillnan
did you hear his name called at all that day%—A. No, I did not. f
heard Hayes’ and Wheeler’s name called that day.

Q. What party does Mr. Tillman belong to ¥—A. Mr. Tillman belongs
to the Democrat party. ‘

Q. What party did these men that took away the tickets belong to —

A. The Republican party.
MORRIS SCOTT.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 13th day of February, A. D.
1877. :
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Swalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

FEBRUARY 13, 1877.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :
JOHN J. ALLEN, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant upon
due notice to coutestee, deposes as follows, in reference to questious
propounded by contestant’s counsel :

Question. Please state your name, age, place of residence, and occu-
pation.—Aupswer. John J. Allen; age, fifty ; reside at Port Royal, Beau-
{'ort County, South Carolina, and I am a manufacturer of oyster-shell

ime.

Q. Do you hold any official position at present ; and, if so, what 7—
A. I am at present intendant of this town of Port Roval

Q. Where were you at the election on the 7th of November last 1—
A, At the voting precinct on Paris Island.

Q. In what capacity I—A. As United States supervisor.

Q. At what hour did you reach the polling-place f—A. At a little be-
fore 6 in the morning.

Q. At what time were the polls opened $—A. At 7 o'clock.

Q. Why were they not opened sooner I—A. I don’t know that I could
state. There was some talk between the managers and the citizens as
to whether tbey should hold the election in (he school-house or in the
church.

Q. How many managers were there at that precinct, and to what party
did they belong ¥—A. There were three inanagers, one white, belonging
to the Democratic party, aud two colored Republicans.

Q. When were the polls closed I—A. At 4 o’clock in the evening.

Q. Did you observe the time as to the opening and closing, and are
you certain as to the hours?—A. I did, and I am certain as to the
hours.
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Q. Did you return to Port Royal that evening? And were or were
not the polls at Port Royal open when you returned ¥—A. I did return
to Port Royal, and the polls were open for some time after I returned.

Q. State whether or not the voters at Paris Island precinct were
sworn before voting.— A. They were not all sworn. They did not begin
to swear until the seventy-first vote was polled. .

Q. I understand,then,that the first seventy voters were not sworn f—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Please state the manner in.which the election was conducted—
whether quietly or otherwise.—A. I‘or a short while in the morning it
was quiet. About 10 or 11 o’clock they began to get considerable ex-
citement and confusion, aud continued so until along in the afternoon.
I noticed that at one time they bad a man or two dragging around
through the house, and the whole bouse and crowd was in confusion
clabs were brought out and threats were made.

Q. By whom and to what party did the persons belong that were
making the threats, and against whom were they made 7—A. The par-
ties that were making threats belonged to the Republican party, and
they were threatening those who voted the Democratic ticket or who
proposed to vote it.

. Q. Were the tickets held by voters examined by other persons? And
.in what way 9—A. They were. They were taken hold of by parties
and brought up, and their vote taken and examined.

Q. What was done with them if they were Democratic votes I—A. I
eonld not see them. They tore up some tickets and gave them others,
aud some they gave back to them.

Q. Was W. H. Niver struck at the polls; and, if so, with what 1—
A. He was struck at a number of times. I could not tell whether they
bit bim or not, there was such a crowd around bim, and some striking
at him, and some dragging him around.

Q. What was the cause of this violence towards Niver ¥—A. He was
bringing up a colored man to vote what I thought to be a Democratic
ticket. I could not see it.

Q. Was Niver working in the interest of the 1)emocratic party there
that day 1—A. He was.

Q. Was the voting suspended at any time; and, if so, for what cause,
and how long T—A. Yes ; it was suspended for about an hour, on account
of this rioting and confusion in the house. :

YQ. Did all this occur in the room in which the polls were held 1—A.

es.
Q. What was the general demeauor of this crowd, and did you appre-
hend serious violence?—A. It was very boisterous and threatening, and I
did apprehend serious violence. They were cursing and swearing and
waving their clubs, and crowding around the table, some with clubs
up inside and some beating on the house outside, and some were up on
the benches trying to quiet and quell them. This state of things lasted
from about 11 until 2 o’clock, at some times more violent than others.
A large number of these persons were women as well as men, and this
carsing and threats were made against those who had voted or intended
to vote the Democratic ticket.

Q. Was this violence sufficient, in your opinion, to have kept men of
ordinary courage from voting the Democratic ticket I—A. In my opin-
ion, it was. .

Q. Diad it, in your opinion, affect the result of the election I—A. In
my opinion, it did.

Q. State any fact witbin your knowledge bearing to this point.—
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A. A number of colored men told me they intended to vote the Demo-
cratic ticket, and I am satisfied that if the election had been conducted
peaceably and quietly that they would have done so.

Q. Is it or not your opinion that more colored wen would have voted
the Democratic ticket if the polls had been opened at the proper time ¥—
A. I think they would.

Q. Did you attempt to enforce order 9—A.. I called upon the managers
to prererve order, but they could not quiet the people.

Q. Were you able to properly discharge the duties of your office —
A. I was not.

Q. Please state whether or not the candidates of the respective par-
ties were all on the same ticket.—A. Yes.

Q. Who was the candidate for Congress on the Democratic fromn
this Congressional district 1—A. Mr. Tillman.

Q. Who on the Republican 1—A. Mr. Smalls.

Q. Were you at any time apprebensive of serious injury to yourself,
and, if so, from what cause?—A. I was at one time, trom the various
threats that I heard.

Q. Was it or not this that prevented you from discharging the duties
of your office, as stated 9—A. I did not, under the circumstances, think
that it would be safe for me to undertake it. I did not think 1 could do
any good.

Q. Do or do you not know that there were any persons who voted
there that were under age —A. There were somne that voted that looked
to me like they were under age. Objection was made to their voting
by some of the colored people, who said they were under age.

Q. Were they permitted to vote I—A. Yes.

Q. Do you know their names 9—A. No; I don’t remember them.

Cross-examined by W. J. Whipple, counsel for contestee :

Q. For what party were you supervisor on that day?—A. I don’t
koow that I was for any party. 1 received a summons from George 8.
Bryan to act as supervisor at that time.

Q. What were your politics at that time 1—A. Democratlc

Q. What aumber of persons were on the grounds when the polls
opened I—A. I suppose twenty-five or thirty.

q Q. Do you know of any one leaving before the polls opened 1—A. I
o not.

Q. Did you state that the polls opened at 7 o’clock ¥—A. I did.

Q. At what hour in the day did they close 1—A. At 4 o'clock in the
afternoon.

Q. How many persons were at the polls when the polls closed 9—A.
I would suppose there was two hundred and fifty, men and women,.
altogether.

Q. What portion of those present were legal voters¥—A. 1 don’t
know bardly how to approximate. I suppose seventy-five or oue hun-
dred men.

Q. Do you know of any party entitled to vote at that election who
was deprived from doing so by the polls opening at 7 and closing at 4 ;
and if so, who 1—A. I do not.

Q. Why, then, do you state that you think you would have received
more Democratic votes than were polled there that day 3—A. I think
that had the polls been opened earlier, before this excitement got up, a
good many would bave voted the Democratic ticket who did not.

Q. What time did the polls close at Port Royal —A. I was not pres-
ent when they closed.
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Q. What time of the day was it that they commenced awearing the
votes at Paris Island ¥—A. I think it was about 10, or half past.

Q. Why was it that the managers did not swear them before that
time?—A. Because they did not see fit to do so, or did notswear them.

Q. Did you, or any one else, bring it to their attention before these
70 votes were cast I—A. I did. I read the instructions sent out re.
peatedly to them. ' :

Q. What, if any, excuse did they give for not swearing them ?—A.
They did not give auy at all.

Q. Wus it not your duty to see that all the provisions of the law were
complied with —A. I don’t know what my duty was. 1 did not have
any force to carry out my instructions. All I could do was to read the
law to them as I have stated.

Q. What was it that finally induced the managers to commence
swearing the voters ¥—A. The seventy-first vote was a boy that there
was some trouble about, and the managers swore him; and they then
commenced to swear most of them that voted after that; some voted
after who were not sworn.

Q. Were these three boys that were said to be under age sworn before
thes were allowed to vote, to be of lawful age —A. Yes; they took
tbe oath; I believe it says they must be of lawful age.

Q. In what particalar were you prevented from discharging yoar
duties as a supervisor of election —A. In all particulars.

Q. Was there anything done to you either as an officer or as a citizen,
or demonstration made toward you?—A. Individually, nothing; as an
official, I gave them the instructions and my construction of the law,
and where they did not comply I don't know what their intentions or
reasons for not complying were.

Q. You speak now of the managers or of the parties creating the con-
fusion and excitement?—A. I speak of the parties making the confusion.

Q. Do you speak of the managers I—A. I read the instructions to the
managers.

Q. How do you distinguish Letween the colored Republicans and
colored Democrats I—A. When I see men that say they are Democrats,
I'go by what they say; and when they say they are Republicans, I go
by what they say, or take them to be what they say. .

Q. Do you know what kind of tickets they were that were taken from
parties and torn up 1—A. I do not.

Q. When Niver was surrounded. do you know whether it was by his
friends or by his enemies, or both I—A. From the way they were hand-
ling bim, I would take it to have been by his enemies.

Q. You stated in your direct examination that you believe a number
of colored men would have voted the Democratic ticket but for the con-
fusion and excitement. Can you give me the names of any of them 1—
A. I think not.

Redirect examination by counsel for contestant :

AQi Are you not a stranger to the people on that island generally —
. lam.

Q. You say nothing was done to you individually ; did you nse any’
effort to procure votes for the Democratic party I—A. I did not.

Q. If you had, what, in your opinion, would bave been the result?—
A. 1 believe it would bave brought on a difficulty the same as Niver
was in.

Q. Though you did not see what tickets were torn up, have you any
doubt in your mind, from all that occurred, that they were Democratic
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tickets 3—A. I believe, from the circumstances, that they were Demo-

oratic tickets.
JOHN J. ALLEN.

Sworn and subscribed to before me, at Port Royal, this 13th day of
February, A. D. 1877,
|SEAL.} M. R. COOPER,
Notary Publie.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.
- FEBRUARY 13, 1877.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :

JOHN BIRD, (colored,) a witness of legal age, produced by contestant,
upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows, in reference to questions
propounded by contestant :

Question. Please state your name, age, residence, and occupation.—
Answer. John Bird; 43 years of age; reside on Paris Island; I am a
stevedore by occupation.

Q. At what precinct were you on the Tth of November Iast 1—A.
Paris Island preciuct.

Q. Were i\;ou at the polls all day ; if not, how long were you absent ¥—
A. I was absent from, but in slght of, the poll only about twenty min-
utes during the day.

Q. Was there any violence at the polls? If so, state what it was —
A. Yes; the first riot at the poll was, they seut in a lot of women after
me, and they took hold of me and orought me out before the door, and said,
«Kill him; he isa Democrat man.” And Mrs. Scott came up and said she
was “a I)emocrat woman,” and if they killed Bird they would have her to
kill. In that time Paul Green came up and pulled out a knife about a foot
long, and said, * Kill him; he is a Hampton man.” Jimmie Gooding
said, ““Any man kill him got me to kill; I am a Hampton man, too;”
and at that time everybody got into it. The row then continued about
two hours. In that time a Republican got up and made a speech to
them, and told them to keep quiet, or if not the poll would be thrown
out; said be was from Washington, Columbia, or somewhere or other;
than he came there to give them advice not to vote for Hampton ; that
if they voted for Hampton they would not go into slavery, but they
would have been better in slavery, for they would be treated like a dog.
But he would advise thewmn not to interfere with Mr. Bird; that be did no
harm, and bad a right to electioneer for Hampton or any other man he
saw fit. They still cried, ¢ Carry Bird away from here ; he come here to
carry South Carolina Democrat same as he carried Savannah.,” I then
walked away from the party and went over toward the church. Mr.Niver
called me at that time to come to dinner. 1 then went into the school-
house. While eating, he asked e it I had a ticket. I told him I had,
I guess, ten thousand. He then sent a man to me to get a ticket; he
wauted to vote a Democrat ticket. In handing him the ticket, and as
soon as he took the ticket, about three hundred men, women, and boys
surrounded bim and took the ticket away. The man cried out then
that be desired to vote a Democrat ticket; and the crowd crowded him,
took the ticket and tore it up, and made him vote a Republican ticket,
and told him, * If you don’t vote a Republican ticket, we will put fifty
lashes on your behind.” In that time Mr. Niver went up and said, ¢ Let
bim alone; he has a right to vote for Hampton or any oue else who he
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sees fit to vote for.” They crowded Niver about that time. I jumped in
between them and pushed Niver bebind me, and one of them kicked him
in the pit of his stomach. Niver cried, ¢ Men, save me; don’t let them
kill me” We threw Niver on the desk, and a party ran outside and
struck at him, and drove the stick into the wood. It would have killed
him if it had struck him. I said then, “If you want to fight, give us
fair show.” There came in then another man to vote, and the managers
of election swore him. The subcommittee-man got up to fight the man-
agers, and said they had no right to swear that man that came to vote.

Q. A committee-man of what party —A. Of the Republican party.
The manager then swore it was his daty to swear every man that came
tolvot:. They then got kind of quiet and the polls were closed about 4
o'elock.

Q. Where were you when you said the women took you out ¥—A, I
was in the school-house where the poll was held.

Q. Why did they take you out I—A. They said I was a Dewmocrat, and
that * Hampton’s tickets should not be distributed on the island; no
ove should vote it.”

Q. Is Paul Green a Republican or a Democrat 3—A. A Republican.

Q. Were other threats made by Republicans against Democrats —A.
Yes; Robert Smalls went there on Monday before the election and made
a speech, and said to the women that if their husbands voted the Demo-
cratic ticket to throw them out of the house. * When John went to
Massa Hampton and pledged his word to vote for him and returned back
home bis wife told bim ¢ She would not give him any of that thing if
you vote for Hampton.” John gone back to Massa Hawpton and said
‘Massa Hampton, I can’t vote for you, for woman is too sweet, and my
wife says if 1 vote for you she won’t give me any.”’ And, ladies, I think,
if vou all do that, we won’t have a Democratic ticket polled on Paris
Island.” (These are the words of Robert Smalls.) ¢ .John Bird, the
great leader of the Democratic party, will lead all of your husbands into
slavery. I have a hound at home. I wouldn’t bave him to come to feed
my honnd.”

Q. Were any other threats made at the polls by Republicans toward
Democrats -—A. Yes; all kind of threats. -

Q. What threats did they make in words?—A. They said they
would kill any ¢ damn Democratic son of a bitch that went on that
island to vote the Democrat ticket.” Q. Did these threats change the
result of the election at that poll *—A. Yes.

Q In what way *—A. We had a Democratic club with fifty names
enrolled, and they would have all voted the Hampton ticket but from
the threats that they would kill any one that voted the Democratic
ticket. They refused to vote it. They sent word to Spring Island and
told them to look out for me and my committee, and if we came there to
Zive us three thousand lashes on our arse, and throw us in the river.
This was ten days before the election. I had Mr. Cooper’s boat to travel
n and they went down to the landing and cut out all the seats, and
after the election they came down and cut my boat up. I have been
grinding at the government mill and they refuse to let my children grind
their corn, saying “ No damn Democrat should grind on it.” And told
By son ¢ to tell bis daddie he would meet him at the landing.” This
%28 8am Gilliard that said so. This was done yesterday.

Q. Did your children come back with the corn unground ¥—A. Yes.

Q. Did this intimidation and violence at and before the election keep
wlored Democrats from voting the Democratic tickets I—A. Yes.
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Q. How many, in your opinion —A. We had fifty in the club and only
about four voted the Democratic ticket.

Q. Do you know of any threats made on any other islands 1—A. No;
only on these two islands and by thexe same parties from Paris Island.

Q. How many voters are there on Spring Island —A. I think there
is one hundred and fitty voters on that island.

Q. Were you present at tbe Hampton meeting at Beaufort, on the 26th
-of October last T—A. I was, sir.

Q. Was that meeting broken up; and, if 80, by whom 1

(Question objected to by A. H. Ezeikel, counsel for contestee.)

A. Yes; the meeting was broken up by Langley saying, ¢ General
Hampton could speak, bat that Judge Cook could not speak.”

Q. Who is Langley, and to what party does he belong, and is he an
office-holder 3—A. He is a Republican. He is a colored man. Yes, he
is an office-holder.

Q. State whetber or not he is one of the leaders of the Republican
party in this county.—A. I believe he is a leader in that party.

Q. State whether others joined with him on this occasion and to what
party did they belong.

(Objected to by couunsel for contestee.)

A. Great deal joined with him on this occasion, and they were all Re-
publicans.

Q. About how many Republicaus were present at that meeting 1—A.
A large lot of tbem; I believe, the most that were there were.

Q. Was Judge Cook permitted to speak —A. No, sir; he was not.

Q. How was he prevented ¥—A. Langley got the crowd to make a
great deal of noise and hissing, and they would not bhear him.

Q. State anything else that the crowd did.—A. They bad a row
among themselves, and had one Democratic man carried to the guard-
house, because he give three cheers for Hampton. I gave three cheers
for Hampton and the marshal came to me and told me if I cheered again
he would carry me to the guard-house. I told him this was a free coun-
try and I would do as 1 saw fit.

* Q. State whethber or not he shook his club or fist in your face.—A. He
shook his club in my face.

Q. What was his name, and to what party did he belong1—A. He
was a Republican ; Cohen was his name.

Q. To what party did all the policemen belong that were there I—A.
To the Republican party.

Q. About how many policemen were present?—A. I think about
twelve.

Q. Was the intendant present, and to what party did he belong 1—A.
Yes, he was present. He is a Republican.

Q. Did they make any effort to stop the Republicans from breaking
up the meeting 3—A. No, they did not.

Q. Was the meeting finally broken up I—A. Yes the meeting was
broken up.

Q. Was Mr. Tillman present, and was he expected to speak —A. Yes,
he was present; and there was two or three speakers still to speak.

Q. Were thev allowed to speak ¥—A. No; the meeting was broken up.

Q. Did any “of these attempt to speak, and could they speak 1—A.
‘Judge Cook tried to speak and couldn’t. They wouldn’t hear him.

Q. Where do General Smalls and Lieutenant-Governor Gleaves re-
side 1—A. In the town of Beaufort, where this riot occurred.
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Q. Was Governor Gleaves present, and did he make any effort to stop
the row¥—A.. I did not see him.

Q. Have you ever seen a Republican meeting in this county broken
up by Democrats —A. No, I never have.

Q. What was the temper of the Republicans on this occasion ?—A.
They seemed to bave been very mad, by the way they acted.

Q. Did any Democratic speakers try to speak before Judge Cook and
were stopped ¥—A. No.

Q. Were they interrupted I—A. Yes.

Q. Was Mr. Yomans interrupted —A. Yes; he was.

Q. Was be or not forced to stop speaking 3—A. Yes; and he invited
Langley up on the stand to speak, and Langley told him he did not
want to get on the stand.

Q. What was the effect that the breaking up of this meeting had on
the Democrats ; did it encourage them or intimidate them ¥—A. It dis-
conraged them. 1t was done for that. :

Q. Would or not there been more Democratic votes but for this I—A.
Yes; there would; but that discouraged them.

Cross-examined by A. H. Ezeikel, counsel for contestee:

Q. On what day of the week did the 7th day of November last fall ¢
—A. Tuesday.

Q. What poll did you attend on that day 1—A. Paris Island poll.

Q. At what hour did you arrive at the poll T—A. At six o’clock.

Q. At what hour did you leave?!—A. At half past four; the polls
were closed at four. :

f% At what hour were they opened 3—A. At seven o’clock, or little .
after.

Q. What time did the counting of the votes commence I—A. About
two o’clock, by Mr. Linden’s watch ; that they could tell me how many
Democrats had voted and how many Republicans at that time.

Q. Were you present at the counting of the votes'—A. I were.

Ql; How much time did they occupy in counting?—A. Not over half
an hour.

Q. What were you doing when the women took hold of you? How
many were there, and what were their names —A. 1 just had g’en a
man a Democrat ticket. )

Q. Did be take it freely 1—A. Yes; he asked for it.

Q. Who was the man ¥—A. Nelson Moses.

Q. Where is he now 9—A. He is on Paris Island, now, I guess.

Q. You said in your direct examination yesterday that you were suar-
rounded by about three hundred men and about 10,000 Democratic
tickets taken from you.—A. Yes; womens and all; it looked like more
than that to my sight.

Q. Now, Mr. Brid, did or did you not, without any inducements or
threats, give up the tickets voluntarily and freely? I put you on your
guard.—A. No, sir; I did not; they were taken away from me.

Q. Did you expect to poll these ten thousand tickets ¥—A. No.

Q. For what purpose did you have them there?—A. To give to my
committees any time they would come to me for tickets.

. How long have you lived on the island 1—A. Six years, sir.

Q. How many votes were polled on that day 9—A. Twelve, to my
knowledge—Democrats.

Q. How mauy Republican votes?—A. I don’t know. 1 took no notice.

. How many votes in all 7—A. If I am not mistaken, it is a hundred
and fifty voters, or may be more or may be under.
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Q. Osn't you state more definite the number I—A. Yon see they goes
away to Savannab River and comes back and forth.

Q. How far is the Savannah River from Paris Island 1—A. I suppose
it is about sixty miles, somewhere along there, by water.

Q. Did or did you not say you had tifty members in your Democratic
club?—A. I did, sir.

Q. Give their names.—A. I couldn’t give their names by knowledge
lesten I had the list.

Q. Can’t you give any of them?—A. Yes; London Byran, Cyrus
Byran, two; Jimmie Gooding, Moris Scott, Paris Dawson, Grimes Daw-
son—six. Can’t think of them lesten I bad the list.

Q. Did you hear General Smalls’s speech on Monday, 6th November
last ¥—A. I did, sir.

Q. What did he mean when he said, ¢ Don’t give your husbands any of
that thing, ladies #”—A. I thought it was a very vulgar word to use
among ladies.

Q. Well, what do you think he meant by it I—A. He must to have
meant that the women wmust not let their husband have any connection
with them ; that if they vote the Democrat ticket they should kick them
out of the house.

Q. Are you and General Smalls friendly 9—A. Were until about a
month before the election.

Q. You state in your direct examination yesterday that pistols were
drawn; if so, by whom ?¥—A. Yes. There was a gentleman, Mr. Gil-
liard, bad a double-barrel pistol in his hand. If I had of struck either
oue of the women or men, no doubt he would have killed me.

. Q. Are you supposing he would have killed yon, or did he tell you he
would!—A. He told me he would doit; he would put more holes through
me than doctor could patch.

Q. What part of the island was this ¥—A. He told me that right be-
tween the two churches, on the day of the eleetion.

Q. Did he not tell you that with a view to keep you from striking
some woman I—A. No; there was no woman round us at that time at all.

Q. Where bad they goue {—A. They had not gathered round the place
yet; that was early in the morning.

Q. What do you mean by saying that he would have killed you if you
had struck any of the women —A. He had his revolver all the time in
his breast.

Q. Were you not threatening to strike some woman when he made
these threats ¥—A. No; 1 had no cause to make any threats at all.

Q. You spoke of threats being made befors the election at that place.
In what manner3—A. Why, they said they would ¢ lick any Democrat
son of a bitch that come on that island to vote the Democrat -ticket.”
As for me, they say they would put three buudred lashes on my rass.

Q. By whom were these threats made?—A. By Sam Gilliard and
several others; he is the only man 1 heard; but they sent me word to
my house.

Q. Did you make any threats1—A. No.

Q. Was Judge Cook a Republican or a Democrat?—A. He were a
Republican, sir. He told me tive or six times he was a Republican wan.

Q. Why was he uot heard to speak I—A. Because they said he was a
Reform Republican, and he was a bigger Democrat than any of them.

Q. Was not Judge Cook intoxicated on that day?—A. Not to my
knowing.

Q. Could he have been without your knowing it7—A. No; if a man
is under the influence I ought to know, or if he was tight.
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. Q. Did or did he not raise a disturbance among the crowd 1—A. No
8ir.

Q. You spoke of a dozen policemen, and that they were Republicans.
What means, if any, bad you for knowing ¥—A. They told me they were
Chamberlain men, and I know that Chamberlain is a Repablican man.

Q. Give the names of those that told you so.—A. I don’t know the
name of all of them. Simmons for one; this Miller there, to the hotel,
he is another one. Israel Coben is another, and they were all standing
up together. The reason I know they were Chamberlain men is by the
words that came out of their mouth.

Q. How came they to tell you that they were Chamberlain men 1—A.

were passing along, going down the street, and they were picking them

out for police, and while standing together they were saying who they
would support, that they were going to support Chamberlain.

Q. Did you not say a moment ago that they told you sot—A. They
have told me that about two months before the election who they were
going to support, and I told them who I was going to support.

Q. Who is the intendant of the town of Beaufort I—A. Williams has

n at that time.

Q. Is he a Republican or a Democrat1—A. Republican.

Q How do you know?—A. He told me so. ¢

Q. How many meetings of Republicans bave you ever attended —A.
0, I don’t know ; I bave attended several of them ; all their mass-meet-
Ing and caucus, such like that.

Q. How many Democratic meetings have you ever attended?—A. I
attended twenty.

Q. InBeaufort County 3—A. InBeaufort County club-meeting,though.

Q. Are you a member of any Democratic rifle-club’—A. No.

Q. What are yoar politics —A. Democrat.

da?! Who told you to say all that you swore to here yesterday and to-

(Langhed at by witness.)

A. I was summoned bere to tell all that I saw on the 7th of Novem-
ber last at the polls, and I have explained that that I see done by Re-
publicans, and no more.

Redirect examination :

Q. You stated that at Paris Island precinct the count commenced at
tvo. Do you mean that the voting ceased at that time and that the
box was opened ¥—A. The voting stopped at twelve. The box, I will
most attest or swear, was opened about two o’clock, or perhaps earlier.

Q. Did you bave a watch3—A. I had a watch in the morning, but it
stopped, but I got the time from Mr. Snider. After I left the polls I
met two of these naval officers and they asked me who was ahead and
had the polls closed. I told them yes. They asked me who was ahead.
I'told themn the Republicans were ahead here, and asked them what time
it was, They said a quarter to four, and about half an hour later I saw
the manager coming down the road with the box.

his
JOHN 4 BIRD.

mark.
Witness: .

Wu. S. DRAYTON.

Sworn and subsecribed to before me this 14th day of February, 1877.
[sEAL.) M. R. COOPER.
Notary Public.



32 TILLMAN V8. SMALLS.

In the contest between George D. Tiliman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Cougress of the United States.

STATE OF SoUTH CAROLINA, .
County of Beaufort:
FEBRUARY 14, 1877,
WM. S. DRAYTON, a witness of legal age produced by contestant,
upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to ques-
tions propounded by contestant:

Question. What is your age, residence, occupation, and name $¥—An-
swer. Nearly thirty-two years of age. My nawe is Williams 8. Dray-
ton. I resided, at the time of the election in November last, at Hilton
Head. At present I reside at Rose Hill plantation, near Bluffton, Beau-
fort County, South Carolina. I am a farmer by occupatioun.

Q. Did you plant on Hilton Head Island last year I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you remove from the island of Hilton Head —A.
About the 8th or 9th of November last.

Q. Why did you leave Hilton Head ¥—A. I got so disgusted on the
day of the election that I made up iy mind to quit there. I wouldn’t
live there any longer.

Q. Dol understuud'thut you have left there permanently I—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Is this on account of the political condition of things on the island ?

A. Yes.

Q. At what precinct were you on election-day —A. At Mitchellville,
Hilton Head Island.

Q. Did you oceupy any official position on that day —A. Yes, sir. I
occupied the position of State manager of election at that precinct.

Q. Had you been appointed to any other position for which youa did
not qualify ¥—A. Yes, sir; I was appointed United States supervisor
of elecrion.

Q. Who were the other managers, and to what party did they be-
longi—A. There were two others, G. P. Gardiner and the Rev. Mr. Pee-
ples, both colored, and belonging to the Republican party.

Q. Please state about how many white and how many colored votes
were cast that day; how mauy Republican and bow many Democratic.

(Question objected to by W. J. Whipper, counsel for contestee.)

A. There were four hundred and seventy-six votes, sixteen whites
and four hundred and sixty colored, to the best of my memory ; eleven
Demgcmtic votes cast, and four bundred and sixty-five Republican were
polled. )

Q. Please state the entire white and colored population of the island
as best you can.

(Question objected to by counsel for contestee.)

A. I think there are about twenty-five or twenty-six white people,
and about twenty-eight hundred or three thousand colored people.

Q. Were the lands on that island held at that time under United
States direct-tax titles, and by whom chiefly 7—A. Part of them were,
aud part of them were not. Part of them were held by their old owners,
R. C. Mclutire, the Sea Island Cotton Company, Valentine. These are
all the persons that I know who did own land at that.

Q. Were the lands on that island sold durlng the war under the
United States direct-tax sales I—A. I have heard 8o, and I know that
our property was, and bought in by the government.

Q. Please state the manner in which the election on the 7th of No-
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vember was conducted, what was’ the conduct of the respective parties
at the polls, and whether there was any violence and intimidation.—A.
I arrived at the voting-precinct at Mitchellville at about half past six
O'clock a. m., and then about twenty or thirty votes had been already
casted. The first thing that I did was to vote myself. I heard a few
remarks outside, laughing remarks, jeering that the Democrats need not
come there to vote, that they would be badly beaten, but paid no atten-
tion to it at the time until about half past nine. McFall came up and
told me that things were looking squally, and that he was afraid he
would have to apply to me for protection ; that the parties distributing
Republican tickets contested the right of him (McFall) distributing
Democratic tickets. I told them that they couldn’t prevent him from
doing it, and that if they attempted any force or violence I would read
the law governing riotous behavior at eleetions. In about fifteen min-
utes or half hour.afterward McFall came to me and applied for protec-
tion, saying that unless we did afford him protection he would be made
to leave the ground or run the risk of being beaten or lose his life. I
then appealed to Gardiner and the Rev. Mr. Peeples to speak to the peo-
ple, and tell them that Mr. McFall had as much right to distribute his
tickets as they, the Republicans, had. Gardiner told them that certainly
Mr. McFall had the right to distribute his tickets, and Mr. Peeples went
out the door to speak to the people himself, when they said to him he
had better mind his business, and go back and stay in that house or they
would make himn. I saw then that they were determined to take Mr.

McFall off by force anyhow, and concluded that the best thing that I
could do would be to read them the law affecting elections. 1 did so,
when they informed me that it was nothing but a damn Democratic
paper, and that I and the law could go to hell, and, what’s more, that I
was a damn son of a bitch. .

%. Where were you at the time ?—A. At the managers’ table at the
polls.
Q. What law did you read *—A. The United States law ; the instruc-
tions to supervisors.
- lBy whom were these remarks made?—A. By several out in the
rowd,

Q. By white or colored men, and to what party did they belong ?—

4. By colored men, belonging to the Republican party.

Q. What was the general aspect and behavior of the crowd at that
time ?.—'-A. Extremely boisterous, and I don’t care to be placed in such
4 position again, either.

Q. Please go on and state what occurred further?—A. After cursing
me a son-of-a-bitch they informed me that if I came out there they
would beat my head to a jelly. I informed them that [ was not a fight-
Ing man, and that I was manager of election; that their talking did
ot 8care me at all. About this timne two colored men took Mr. McFall
and forcibly carried bim off from the polls. The tumult about this time
had attracted the attention of the women, and they surrounded Mr.
McFall, armed with fence-pickets and barrel-staves, and, as well as I
could see, struck at him several times, and abused him in the most vio-
lent language.

Q. State their language.—A. They cursed him for an old rebel son of

a bitch and other epithets that I could not make out at that distance ;

threatened to kill him -if he did not leave, and the last I saw of Mr.

McFall he was being escorted in the direction of my place by a squad

of men and women. About fifteen minutes after Mr, McFall was car-

ried away from the polls Mr. Kleim and Henry Politzer came up, when
H. Mis. 11—3
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the polls were completely surrounded, (the entrance to the polls,) and
the Republican electors declared that no more damn Democrats should
vote at that poll. Politzer said he would be damned if he wouldn't,
and was pushing his way forward when Kleim and himself were sur-
rounded and prevented from so doing. Dr. F. E. Wilder in the mean
time rode up, and I called upon him to insist that the Democrats should
be allowed to vote.

Q. Were Kleine and Politzer white or colored, northern or southern {—
A. They were white men, of northern birth.

Q. What position in counection with the election did Dr. Wilder
bold 1—A. He was a commissioner of election for the county.

Q. Do you know whether or not he was chairman of the board ?—A.
I do not.

Q. To what party did he belong, and did he hold any other official
position ?—A. He belonged to the Republican party, and held at that
time the position of trial-justice.

Q. State what was then done about Kleine and Politzer.—A. After
calling upon Dr. Wilder to read the law upon election to those who in-
sisted in preventing any more Democrats from voting there that day,
and after Dr. Wilder complied with my request and told them that they
mast allow Democrats to vote there or the box would be thrown oaut,
they concluded to allow Mr. Kleine and Politzer to vote, but abused
them while doing so.

Q. Were any declarations made as to whether colored men should
vote at that place the Democratic ticket ¥—A. 1 heard several of them
say that they woald let the white Democrats vote, but any damn nigger
they caught voting the Democratic ticket they would beat him to death.

Q. Were any threats made at that time against the white people on
the island 7—A. Yes; I heard some of them say that there were too
many white people on that island anyway, and they would clear some
of them out.

Q. Do you know that any attempt was made against the lives of any
of the white people there soon afterward !—A. [ was told by Mr. Mec-
Intire that he had been shot at.

Q. To what party did he belong ?—A. To the Democratic.

Q. Northern or Southern man ?—A. Northern man.

Q. Was he well known on the island as a Democrat 1—A. Yes.

Q. Did he vote the Democratic ticket —A. Yes.

Q. Where is he now?—A. He is dead.

Q. How?—A. Killed by some unknown person while walking in his
store.

Q. When ?—A. A little after dark.

). How long since 7—A. About six or seven days ago.

€). Is there anything that occurred at the polls that day of any im-
portance? Were threats made against lives of Democrats generally 1—
A. Yes; threats were made against the life of Mr. McFall, and I have
already answered in reference to threats to kill any colored man who
voted the Democratic ticket.

Q. Were these threats general throughout the day!—A. No; they
were from about 9 until 2 o'clock ; then everything quieted down.

Q. Did any Democrats attempt to vote after 2 o'clock I—A. No.

Q. When was Mr. McFall driven away from the polls, and did he re-
turn*—A. He was driven off about 10 o'clock, and did not retarn.

Q. Did any one distribute Democratic tickets after he left t—A. No.

Q. Was it safe for a man to vote the Democratic ticket on that day f—
A. It was up to 9 o'clock.
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Q. How afterward !—A. It required some pluck to do it.

Q. After the row commenced was it or not possible for a colored man
to vote openly the Democratic ticket *—A. No; it was not.

Q. Would it have been safe for a colored man to have voted the Dem-
ocratic ticket before the row commenced ¥—A. Ne; not in my opinion.

Q. Did any colored men express their intention, before the election,
to vote the Democratic ticket I—A. Yes; several of them.

Q. You stated that several had expressed their intention to vote the
Democratic ticket; can you state how many of them !—A. About
twenty that I know of ; I might add that more would have done so had
they not been afraid.

Q. Do you know the greater portion of the people on the island ?—A.
No,sir; I know about one-third of the voting population.

Q. Did these men vote the Democratic ticket. If not, why not 2—A.
Ooly one that I know of ; the rest were afraid.

Q. Isit or not your opinion that the result of the election was changed
by these threats and violence at that precinct 7—A. Yes, sir; I believe
the Democratic party would have got a great many more votes but for
the threats and violence.

Q. About how many women were at the polls >—A. I suppose there
were some thirty or forty in the vicinity.

Q. Do you know whether the managers were sworn that day 1—A.
No; I was sworn, but don’t know about the others.

Q. Were the voters at that poll known to you to be qualified voters 1—
A. To the best of my knowledge they were. ' I think there was some
repeating done, but could not swear positively.

Cross-examined by A. H. Ezeikel, counsel for contestee :

Q. How long have you lived on Hilton Head !'—A. Nearly two years.
Q. How long have you ceased to live there I—A. About three months.
Q. Why did you leave 7—A. Because I was disgusted with it.

Q. What caused you to become disgusted I—A. After having lived
tearly two years upon the island in friendly relations with all the col-
ored people and then to be cursed and abused as I was on election-day
for only carrying out my duties as a manager of election, was enough
to disgust me.

Q. And that was why you left I—A. Yes.

Q. Are you a married man —A. No.

Q. Did or did you not make up your mind previous to the election to
hgalve the island on account of there not being any society i —A. No; L

id not.

Q. Did you say so after the election 7—A. Yes; I did say that there
¥as no society on the island to induce an intelligent and cultivated man
lo remain there, but that was not the cause that drove me away from it.

Q. What did the colored people mean by saying there was no use for
Democrats to vote here, and that they would be badly beaten ?—A. At
that time I think it was merely a speech of bravado.

Q. You spoke of being abused, and said that the abuse came from
Republicans; how do you know they were Republicans I—A. Because
I was abused by them and called a damn Democrat, and it is very nata-
ralto conclude that a man of your own party would not curse and abuse
you,

Q. Are you a Republican or a Democrat !—A. I am a Democrat, sir.

Q. Were you ever allied with the Republican party ¥—A. I did try
t¥o years ago to work iu the party in opposition to J. Douglas Robert-
801, but found the contact so obuoxious that I withdrew in disgust.
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Q. Were you ever a member of a'Republican convention i—A. No; I
was not; I was sent there as a delegate, but was not admitted.

Q. Were you sent by Republicans{—A. I was sent by Republicans
and Democrats; men who called themselves conservatives.

Q. Have you ever made a Republican speech I—A. Yes; I think I
have.

Q. Where, and on what occasion ?—A. I made 1t in the convention,
in Beaufort, two years ago.

(). Was that a Republican convention I—A. les.

Q. You stated that you would not like to be placed in the position as
manager of election again. Was it or was it not through duplicity that
you were afraid I—A. No. :

Q. Then state why.—A. On account of the boisterous and riotous pro-
ceedings of members of the Republican party.

Q. Give the names of some of the party that struck at Mr. McFall.—
A. I could not give the names. I saw a whole crowd of them. I could
not swear to their names. )

Q. Give the names of some that escorted Mr. McFall to your house.—
A. Sam Black, and I think a Mrs. Norris. I could not see well who
they were; could not swear to Mrs. Norris.

Q. What was Sam Black’s politics 7—A. From his conversation to
me I think he leans more to the Democrats than Republicans.

Q. How long have you known Mclutire ?—A. For two years or more.

Q. Did you ever know him to attend a Republican convention ?—A.

No.
WM. S. DEAYTON.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 15th day of February, 1877.
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

The court here adjourned to 9 o’clock a. m. Thursday, the 15th instant.

THURSDAY, February 15, 1877—9 a. m.

Court met pursuant to adjournment, at the Mansion House, Port
Royal, South Carolina.

Present, George D. Tillman, contestant, and William Elliott, his coan-
sel. W. 8. Drayton presented himself for completion of his cross-exam-
ination. Neither the contestee nor his counsel being present, the ex-
amination was postponed until 10.30 a. m., at which hour, neither
contestee nor his counsel appearing, the witness, W. S. Drayton, was
discharged, and the examination of the contestant’s other witnesses

resumed. .
M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the matter of the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert
Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SoUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:
FEBRUARY 15, 1877.
RaxpaLL HEYWARD, (colored,) a witness of legal age, produced by
coutestant upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference
to questions propounded by contestant’s counsel.
Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant.

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
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Randall Heyward ; aged about thirty years; live at Hilton Head; Iam
an engineer by occupation.

Q. At what precinct were you at the election on the 7th of November
last—A. I was at Mitchellville precinct, on Hilton Head Island.

Q. When did you get there and when did you leave ¥—A. I got there
about 10 o’clock and I left about 3 o’clock.

Q. What were the people doing when you got there?—A. When I
first got there, sir, I heard the riot amongst the colored folks, and I gets
up; 1listens, and see what the riot was aboat.

Q. About how many people were there !—A. About nearly on to two
lundred Lead of people, sir.

Q. Did you see Mr. Mckall there 3—A. No, sir. .

Q. State how much of a riot was going on ]—A. There was a right
good riot going on.

Q. By white or colored people —A. By colored people, sir.

Q. Did they have any arms or sticks?—A. They had sticks; walk-
ing-sticks, as usual, sir. ‘

Q. Did yoa hear any threats against Democrats ?—A. When I first
got there I heard the riot. I ’stinctly axed what it was about, and it
was to my ears that Mr. McFall had been there wid some fraud tickets,
and I said to dem what did be mean by dat; and when I said to him
what did he mean by it, he give mé de answer; and when he give me
de answer about dese fraud tickets, I made an answer, Well, ef there
is any here show me one, and he didn’t. Well, I was dere from 10 to
3o'clock ; seen no fraud tickets at all dat day.

Q. Who was this you asked—DMr. McFall?—A. No. I did not see
Mr. McFall at all that day. It was a Republican I axed, and it was
past in my hearings no Democrat should vote dat day, and before the
tlection came on they said so. I was running my engine, and they had
come around where I was at work and had made use of words there dat
le Democrack shouldo’t vote. I made an answer to ’em dat they were
'gnorant speaking that away; dat we had been voting and never has
received any good yet. .

Q. What did they threaten to do to men that voted the Democratic
icket ¥—A. They said dat dey would kill de lass one dat vote a Dem-
xrat ticket.

Q. Was this said before the election and at the polls ?—A. Yes, a
100d little while before de election, and at de polls, too, and I said at
le time that I think we all better vote for one of our own men.

Q. How long did this riot at the polls last 3—A. Lasted about two
1ars after I got there.

Q. Were there any women there? ITow many, and what were they
loing'—A. Yes, there was a lot of dem there had sticks, coming from
Ir. Drayton’s side up towards de polls. I axzed one of them where she
jeen. Said she went to run Mr. McFall, and I laughed at her.

Q. What were they doing ; were they making thisriot 7—A. They had
1a Mr. McFall and were coming back to the polls, and as they walked
1p Mr. Riley

Q. Was Riley a white man and a Democrat 2—A. Yes, sir; they asked
him was he going to vote. He said, ¢ Yes.” « What side is you going
ovote?” He says, “I don’t know yet.” They said, ¢ Lf you don’t vote
de Republican ticket you sha'n’t vote at all.” He says, * Yes, I will.”

ey says, ¢ When you do vote we'll see what ticket you vote.”

(A. H, Ezeikel, counsel for contestee, here appeared, 12 o’clock m.)
A. He said, « I don’t care a dam who knows where I vote. Il vote
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to-day; and I will vote the right ticket.” They said, ¢ You better vote
de right ticket ; if you don’t, we will give you de devil.”

Q. Did you see Mr. Politzer come up to vote !—A. Yes.

Q. Who was with him?—A. Mr. Lightborne, Mr. Kirk, Mr. Kleine.
Soon as he got to de window he was surrounded, and they said he
shouldno’t vote. In de mean time he walked off from de window. They
followed him, seeking him what ticket he was going to vote. Finally,
he said that he was going to vote the Demoecratic ticket. They said,
*No, you won’t; not to-day.” He said, ¢ Yes I will; I'll vote just asI
dam please.” ¢ N 0, you won't, sir ; not here, to-day. "’ In the mean time
Doctor Wilder udes up, says, * Boys, keep quiet.” Mr. Politzer goes
back to the window, with a whole passel of men around him, flung in
his vote, walked away from the window, jumped in his buggy, and left.
Mr. Drayton was inside of de house, just about when as I was goin to
make my time to vote. They got so hot out doors——

Q. Who do you mean Ly they 7—A. The people, de men folks out
doors. Says, ¢ Ef you don’t keep quiet out of doors”——

Q. Who said that?—A. Mr. Drayton—¢ That I will have you ar-
rested.” The use of word was made back to him, ¢ You come out dat
house, sir.” He give no answer—there was no answer given, and there
was no more said to him. When I went to vote I was axed to look at
my ticket.

Q. They wanted to look at your ticket ?——A. Yes, sir; the men out-
side. I says, ¢ No, sir; no one sees my ticket;” in de mean time another
man said Heyward was all right.

Q. How did you manage tovote ?—A. Me? Ihad to put in my vote,
sir, on a sort of a sly. I had a reason to do it.

Q. Statethe reason.—A. Thethreatens what’s been made on the ground
at the election-poll. At ounce I had an idier not to vote, but ater I went
there I thought I would like to vote, and did cass my vote, thro’ all of
de big threatens what’s de give. I dido’t mind any of it, ’cause I didn’t
think that there was any man on de ground better that I was.

Q. You said you voted on the sly; how did you do it 1—A. Well, sir,
I went up to the box to cass my vote—the reason that I say I voted on
a sly is because I heard what was passed before I did vote.

Q. What ticket did you vote ?—A. T voted the Democratic ticket.

Q. Did you let the people around you see the ticket ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Why not?—A. Well, sir, they give such threatens what they
would do with a man if he did vote it, is my reasons.

Q. Could a colored man have voted the Democratic ticket openly there
that day ?—A. 1 don’t think he could, sir.

Q. Do you know of any men that would have voted the Democratic
ticket that day but for the threats ?—A. Yes, sir; I know three.

Q. Can you give their names ?—A. Yes, sir, if it is necessary.

Q. Do you object to giving them 2—A\. Yes, sir; bat I suppose I can
give them.

Q. Why do you object to giving them ¥—A. Because 1 don’t feel dis-
posed of giving their names at all.

Q. Can’t you give the reason why you don’t want to give their names?
—A. Yes,sir; my reason is this: They don’t waut the people on Hilton
Head to know that dey was going to vote as I did.

Q. Why 1—A. Well, sir, there is a sort of a dread since I been sum-
mons for here.

Q. Does the dread there last as long as this from the election #—A.
Yes, sir.

Qz Has any Democrat been killed down there since the election ?
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(Objected to by counsel for contestee.)

A. None only Mr. McIntire.

Q. When was he killed 7—A. On Monday night, sir.

Q. Isit known who killed him ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know how he was killed7—A. I heard he was shot, sir.
He was killed in his store, sir, going from the store into his office.

Q. Night or day %—A. Night, sir; about quarter past seven.

@. Do you know whether or not he had ever been shot at before ?—
A. Yes, sir; be told me he had.

Q. Since the election —A. Yes, sir; since the election.

Q. You said that there were three men that would have voted the
Democratic ticket. Were there not more that would $—A. Yes, sir; I
think so, but these are all that I am certain of.

Cross-examined by A. H. Ezeikel, counsel for contestee :

Q. Who told you that McFall had bogus tickets on the ground *—A.
Well, I heard it; no certain person; a lot of them mentioned it.

Q. Cav’t you give the names of any of the parties?—A. No, I can’t;
there was so many of them that I can’t answer that.

Q. How long have you lived on the island ?—A. Four years.

Q. Do you know many persons on the island —A. Yes; 1 know a
good many by face.

Q. Do you know any by name!—A. Yes, a few.

Q. Was uny in the crowd who told you of these bogus tickets 2—
A. Yes, but there was so many speaking to me.

‘Qi Gil\ie the names of those whom you know.—A. Well, I don’t think,
8ir, I will,

Q. How do you know they saw McFall 2—A. I heard it.

Q. Who asked Riley if he was going to vote?—A. A passel of wowen.
fl% Who said they would see his ticket, if he voted !I—A. Some men
0lks,

ri(%tCan you give the names of any of them?—A., Well, not exactly
ght,

Q. Who said that Politzer should not vote ¥—A. Well, sir, there was
a whole crowd that said so. - .
the Can you give the names of any?—A. No, there were so many of
m,

Q. Can yon give the name of one or more who surrounded him?—
- No, I can’t, there were so many.

Q. Who asked him what ticket he was going to vote =—A. Well, the
Same crowd that was round him.

Q. Who said he should not vote as he damn pleased?—A. No one.

W. Who said that he should not vote at all?7—A. The whole crowd
%aid so. T couldn’t pronounce any certain one.

.2 Can you give the names of any that was in that crowd ?—A. Ican
gIve the name of some, but they may not be the right ones.
Jol Gl}*e their names.—A. There was Jack Dailey, Josiah Wright,
0in Riley, Isaac Jenkins. They were in there, and plenty more. I
tertainly gaw them. ,

cam X"here are they now I—A. They are at Hilton Head, or was when

away.
Q. Are you a Republican or a Democrat 7—A. I am a Democrat.
- Were you ever a Republican —A. Yes.
- How long have you been a Democrat !—A. This is the first year.

thi%kls Mr. Politzer a Republican or a Democrat *—A. A Democrat, I
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Q. Was not Mr. Politzer trying to create a row on that day?—A. No.

Q. Who asked you to let them look at your ticket?—A. Edward
Murray.

Q. Who said that Heyward was all right{—A. It was a man that
lives there in Mitchellville. He knows me, but I don’t know his name.

Q. Is he a Republican or a Democrat?—A. Republican.

Q. Who made the threats that caused you to hesitate whether you
would vote or not I—A. I can’t tell you who it was, becaunse there was
a lot of them. .

Q. Can’t you give the names of one or more of them}—A. No, I
can’t. They spoke it for everybody to hear.

Q. You spoke of being afraid to vote. Why did you think afterward
that there was no man on the ground better than yourself {—A. Well,
sir, I thought I was a free man.

Q. Were you sworn before depositing your vote!—A. Yes.

Q. Why do you think a colored man could not have voted the Demo-
cratic ticket publicly 7—A. Because the threats were made so heavy
beforehand.

Q. Youstated in your direct examination that three would have voted
were it not for threats; will you give their names *—A. Aco Fingerson,
Jack Mungen, and a man they call Shaky Bob.

Q. Where are these men now ?—A. Two of them is to Hilton Head;
the other went off last Friday.

Q. Give the name of the one that left on last Friday.—A. Bob,
Shaky Bob.

Q. Where did he go?—A. To Savannah; I heard him say so.

Q. These three men you spoke of, are they Repubhcans or Demo-
crats —A. Republicans now.

Q. Did they tell you that they did not want the people on Hilton
Head to know that they intended to vote the Democratic ticket 3—
A. Yes, they did.

Q. Why {—A. I dido’t ax their reason.

his
RANDALL 4+ HEYWARD.

mark.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 15th day of February, A. D.
1877.
[SEAL.| M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between Geo. D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat in
the United States Congress.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:
FEBRUARY 16, 1877.

CLARENCE B. KIRK,a witness of lawful age produced by contestant,
upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions
propounded by counsel for contestant.

Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant.

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
Clarence B. Kirk; forty-one years of age in May next; reside at Bluffton,
Beaufort bonnnty, South Carolina. Cotton- planter by profession.

Q. Where were you at the election on November last, on the seventh
day of November ?—A. On Hilton Head Island.

Q. Were you employed there at that time ?—A. I was, sir.
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Q. What precinet, if any, did you vote at on that Cay —A. At Mitch-
ellville.

Q. State when you arrived at the polls and what took place while you
were there.—A. I arrived there about two o’clock; on my way, just be-
fore I got to the polls, I met Capt. John McFall, who told me it was no
use for me to go to the box becaunse I being a Democrat 1 would not be
permitted to vote, and asked if we were armed. I stated no. I asked
Captain McFall what was the matter. He stated that the women had
run him off of the ground with sticks and clubs because he was a
" Democrat, and advised me not to go; that they would kill me if I did.
I'told him I would vote or die in the attempt to do so.

(A. H. Ezeikel, counsel for contestee, bere arrived.)

Witness coutinues :

I went on to the box. When I arrived there, I was immediately sur-
rounded by a number of women and men, black people, all having clubs
and sticks in their bands. I was not known at first by the people. I
was soon, however, recognized by some of them as their former owner. I
did not vote immediately, because both men and women on the ground
swore that no damn Democrat should vote at that box. In looking
toward the polls about thirty paces from where I was then standing I
&aw a crowd of men armed with clubs completely surrounding Mr.
Politzer and Mr. Kleine and a Northern man formerly of the United
States Navy, and from their threatening attitude—still swearing thatno
damn Democrat should vote there that day—caused me to approach the-
party a little nearer to hear what was the trouble; I learned that this
Northern man—whose name I forget—desired to vote, Mr. Kleine and
Mr. Politzer arguing with the negroes that he had a right to vote,
the negroes swearing with the most terrible threats that he should not
vote and that they would not let him vote, aud he did not vote. Shortly
after I saw Mr. Politzer go up to the box to vote. He was followed and
surrounded by a number of negroes armed with'sticks and clubs, and
when he attempted to put his vote in the box I saw a powerful negro,
with a stick, standing in bis rear, who cursed bim and told him that it
he put that ticket in the box he would kill him. Mr. Politzer told him
he would be damued if he wouldn’t vote it, and did vote it. After Mr.
Politzer voted he told Dr. Wilder who was trial-justice on the island,
that he should arrest that man not only for intimidating him but
for threatening his life. Dr. Wilder did not arrest him.

Q. Did he give any reasou for not arresting him 3—A. No; not at
that time, sir. I did not vote immediately, because the poll was com-
pletely in the possession of about a hundred negroes armed with clubs,
swearing that no damn Democrat should vote there. In the mean time,
while waiting for an opportunity to vote, I was accosted by several
begroes who advised me not to attempt to vote while the crowd was
there, or I would certainly be killed ; that they too desired to vote the
Democratic ticket, but was afraid to' do so. As soon as the crowd had
dispersed from the window where the box was held, I went up and voted.
As soon as 1 voted, Mr. Kleine, Mr. Politzer, and I got into our wagon
to leave the ground. I heard Mr. Politzer tell the man who threatened
his life that if there was any law in the land he would prosecute him.
This man replied, “ Yon bad better go, for don’t you know what is going
on at Bluffton ¥ The rumor then bad reached us that there was terrible
fighting going on at Bluffton. We drove over to Mr. Robert C. McIn-
tire’s store. After we got there Dr. Wilder came in; Mr. Politzer
asked him (objected to by counsel for contestee) why, as an executive
ofticer ou the ground, he did not arrest this man. Dr. Wilder replied
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that if he attempted to do so that it would have created a terrible riot
Or TOW.

Q. What time did youleave the polls ?—A. I think about one o’clock.
I would judge it to have been about that time.

Q. Did this condition of things last while you were there 2—A.. The
whole time, sir.

Q. Was it or not possible, in your opinion, for a colored man to vote
the Democratic ticket openly at the polls that day!—A. No, sir; it was
not possible.

(Objected to by contestee’s connsel.)

Q. What, in your opinion, would have been the result of the attempt ¥—
A, The death of the man who made the attempt.

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

Q. Was the result of the election changed by these threats and
violence I—A. Yes, sir; in my opinion it was.

(Objected to.)

Q. State the grounds of your opinion.—A. Well, sir, because I know
colored men who would have voted the Democratic ticket if they had
been permitted to do so.

Q. What was the feeling of Republicans toward Democrats on that
island prior to the election ?

(Objected to.) -

A. The feeling was very bitter, sir. °

Q. How indicated —A. It was indicated by plain, open threats, pre-
vions to the election, that they would kill any damn Democrat who
voted. 1 heard this time and time again before the election.

Q. Was these threats made publicly 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the coundition of Hilton Head Island as to civilization and
good order —A. Well, sir, I shouldn’t say it was in a very healthy
condition.

Q. Did you hear any threats against Mr. McIutire on the day of
election or previous to the election?

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. I can't say that I did, sir, on the day of the election. I had heard
negroes say previous that he was a damn Democrat.
Q. What has become of Mr. McIntire I—A. He has been murdered,
8ir.
Q. What is the general belief in the community as to the cause of his
murder ¢

(Objected to.)

A. Well, sir, I have heard parties say that Mr. Mclntire, in their
opinion, was killed for fear of his political influence at the next elec-
tion—which was considerable on that island. I can’t say that this is
the prevailing opinion.

Q. What were his politics '—A. He was a Democrat, prominently so.

Q. Mr. Kirk, on Hilton Head Island, and others of these sea islands
similarly sitnated if repeating at the ballot-boxes were practiced by
Republican voters, would it or not, in your opinion, have been possible
for the opposite party to prevent or detect it?—A. I don’t think it is
possible under the existing election law to prevent it.

Q. Please state the provisions in the law referred to.—A. In the first
place the commissioners of election are generally Republicans, and the
managers, generally, also. My observation has been that they rather
encourage illegal votes than otherwise.
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Q. Is there any registration required prior to elections in this State?—
A. No, sir.

Q. Are voters required to vote at the precinct near which they re-
side, or can they voteat any preciuct in the county ¥—A. They can vote
just where they please, sir. They are not required to vote at the pre-
cinct near which they live. '

Q. How far is Hilton Head from Bluaffton; Paris Island from Hilton
Head ; Port Royal from Paris Island ; Beaufort from Port Royal ; Ladies’
Island from Beaufort?—A. Hilton Head, from Bluffton, is about four
miles to the nearest point. Hilton Head to Paris Island is about two
miles. To the nearest point Paris Island to Port Royal is about two
miles and a half; and from Port Royal to Beaufort, about five miles;
and from Beaufort to Ladies’ Island is about one mile.

Q. What is the general means of communication between these
places 7— A. By boats ; row-boats 'and sail-boats.

Q. From your knowledge of the political fevling on Hilton Head Isl-
and, would it, in your opinion, be safe for a colored man ou that island
to proclaim bimself a Democrat at this day, or to state publicly that he
desired to vote that ticket at the late election ?

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. I do oot think, sir, that it would be safe for a colored man to pro-
claim himself a Democrat on that island.

Cross-examined by A. H. Ezéikel, counsel for contestee:

Q. Where do you reside Mr. Kirk ?—A. At Bluffton.

Q. How long have you resided there {—A. All my life. It has always
been my home. I bave lived temporarily from it for a year or so.

Q. .About what distance were the polls at Bluffton from your house 1—
A. I do not know, sir. I wasnot at Bluffton on election-day. I was at
Hiltom Head. I don’t know the house in which the poll was held.

Q. Where did you vote at the election held in 18741—A. I think I
voted at the Fording Island precinct. It has since been brokeu up.

Q. I»id you see Mr. McFall on election day; if so, where I—A. I did
meet him coming from the polls in November last.

Q. W here were you coming from ?—A. From Seabrook’s wharf, Hil-
ton Head Island, going to the polls.

Q. IDid you hear the men and women say yourself that no damn Dem-
ocrat shouald vote at that poll ?—A. Yes, sir; I did. .

Q. Can yoa give any of their names !—A. No, sir; I don’t know that
I ean. I knoow bat very few there.

Q. Can you give the names of any of the parties that surrounded Pol-
itzer —A. I dov’t think I can. I don’t think I remember any of them.

Q. About how many were they ?—A. I think apwards of 25 or 30 at
that time. There were a great many more on the ground, of course.

. VW here are these men now ?— A. On Hilton Head, I presume, sir.
I haven’t seen any of them since.

Q. Can you give the names of any of the men who prevented the man
in MecIntire’s employ frem voting 1—A. I do not think, sir, that I can
give the names of those who made the threats, for they were strangers

me.
w . Were you at the polls the entire day ¥—A. No, sir.
Q. W hat time did you get there, and what time did you leave I—A. 1
think, sir, it was about 10 o’clock when we got there, and about 1 when
we left. We bad no time-piece.

Q. How do you know that this man did not vote before you got
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there 7—A. Because be went with me. We went in the same cart to-

ether.

. Q. Were you together the whole time after your arrival {—A. No, sir.
But we were never more than ten paces apart, I don’t think. He was
never out of my sight.

Q. Then he could have voted without your knowing it ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Where was he when you voted 7—A. He was standing at the cart
that we came in, when I voted.

Q. Did you leave together I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Give the name of the man that stood in the rear of Politzer and
told him he should not vote that ticket.—A. I do not remember it. He
was a stranger to me. I heard Mr. Politzer call his name that day, but
I don’t remember it now.

Q. Did Politzer vote?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What ticket did he vote ?—A. He voted a Democratic ticket, sir.

Q. Where is Politzer now I—A. I believe he is on Hilton Head, sir.

Q. Then he was not killed, was he 2—A. No; not yet.

Q. Give the names of some of the persons that advised you not to
vote the Democratic ticket or you would be killed, and that they de-
sired to vote that ticket but were afraid to do it.—A. Well, sir, I don’t
remember their names. They knew me. I bad not seen them before
since the war, and did not know their names.

Q. Why do you say that it would have been death to any colored
man to have voted the Democratic ticket I—A. Well, because I have
heard colored men before the election swear that they wou]d kill any of
them who voted the Democratic ticket, and I heard many of them say
so on that day at the polls.

Q. Can you give the names of any who you heard say so !—A. No,
sir; they were all strangers by name to me.

(Mr. Alfred Williams here appeared and stated that he was counsel
for the contestee, and was authorized to accept service of any papers for
him.)

- Q. Did you hear any one say that no Democrat should vote there;
and, if so, what are their names #—A. I have already stated that they
were strangers to we, and I can’t give names; but I heard a great many
8ay 80.

Q What ticket did you vote?—A. I voted the Demou'atlc ticket,
sir.

Q. Give the names of the colored men that said they would vote the
Democratic ticket, but were afraid.—A. I think of one just now. His
name was Jack Manuel. There were several, but I did not know any
more names.

Q. Can you give the names of some of the negroes whom you heard
say McIntire was & damn Democrat?—A. No, sir; it was before the
-election, and I don’t remember.

Q. How do you know that McIntire was murdered ¥—A. I have heard
80 from men who saw him, and who was there after he was killed.

Q. Then you dou’t know of your own knowledge that he was killed §—
A, Yes, sir; I do know that he was killed.

Q. Who told you that he was killed on account of his political opin-
ions ?—A. No one told me so; I have not made that assertion.

Q. Did you not state, in vour direct examination, that yon were told
80 in conversation with others I—A. N o, 8ir; I don’t think I said so.

Q. Was he killed before or after the election !—A. He waskilled after
the election.

Q. How long after *—A. Two or three months.
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Q. Was Mr. Mclntire at the polls on election-day —Yes, sir; but he
was not there when I was there. I knew him to have been there.

Q. Do you know what ticket he voted ¥—A. He told me that he voted
the Democratic ticket, sir.

Q. Don’t you know that the canse of Mclntire’s death is a wmatter
which the corouner’s jury have been ‘unable to decide, and shrouded in
mystery *—A. No, sir; I did not know it, because I had not seen a report
of the jury, I have just heard you state so.

Q. Do you know why he was killed !—A. No, sir; I can’t say that I

do know.
C. B. KIRK.

. Sworn and subscribed to before me this 16th day of Febraary, A, D.
877,
[sEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George T. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

FEBRUARY 16, 1877.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:

Jonx McFALL, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant upon
due notice to coutestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions
propounded by counsel for contestant :

Question. Please state your name, age, occupation, and residence.—
Answer. John McFall; about 50 years old ; reside at Port Royal, and I
am a farmer.

,Q. At what precinct were you at the last election held on the 7th of
November last I—A. At Mitchellville, Hilton Head Island.

Q. Had you resided on Hilton Head ; and, if so, when and how long —
A. I 'went to Hilton Head in January, 1876, staid there until after the
election in November.

Q. In the interest of what party did you attend at that precinct 1—A.
Democratic party.

Q. State whether or not all the candidates of each party were voted
for on the same ticket.—A. Yes, all voted for on the same ticket.

. Who were the candidates for Congress from this district on the
Democratic and Republican tickets respectively >—A. George D.Tillman
Democratic candidate, and Robert Smalls Republican candidate.

Q. State what time you arrived at the polls, and what occurred while
jou were there.—A. I arrived there fifteen or twenty minutes after six
10 the morning, and there was about ten or fifteen people there, and I
think there had beeu some twenty or thirty votes given in. William Reed
asked me if I was going to vote the Democratic ticket? I told him I
Was, and some one of the crowd, I don’t know who—I know Reed and
one White—sgaid that I had better vote soon, that there wouldn’t be many
Democratic tickets polled there that day. About that time Wrenty

reaves walked up ; I remarked that I had promised Wrenty two years
go; that I would vote for him for the legislature at the next race. I
took out a Democratic ticket, and erased one of our candidates’ name,
aud put on Wrentie’s name, and voted for it. In the course of a half
hour I suppose there was fifty or sixty voters came on the ground.
Some people from Spanish Wells—I think Campbell was the name of
one of them.

I was talking to Read and others, and he told me to hush, they did not
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allow any Democrat talk on that island. I was telling a political anecdote
I bad heard. Read said that he had known me for four or five years, and
I had never meddled in politics, and he did not think I was a bad man,
and that he did not think I ought to be insulted. Some one asked me if
I bad any Democratic tickets ; I fold them yes, plenty ; and they asked
me for one. I gave one to two or three to each of them, and told them
I knew they would not vote them, but for them to take them home and
put them in their Bibles for future reference to see who their officers
would be.

A good deal of excitement was gotten up about that time and hard
words used by this Spanish Wells crowd. About that time Mr. McIn-
tire and Mr. Riley (O’Riley, I believe his name is) drove up, and the
crowd had collected to a goodly number. I suppose there was two hun-
dred there by that time, and they got up a muss with Wrenty Greaves.
They found out that he was scratching Robert Smalls’ name oft of the
Republican ticket, and Greaves had to give up his tickets; and they
- placed five guards around the polls to see that no more scratched tickets
went in, and they had tickets in their hands to distribaute, Republican
tickets. They guarded against scratched or Dewmocratic tickets, and
allowed none but Republican tickets to pass.

The colored people had to vote the straight Republican ticket. I gave
Mr. O'Riley some of my tickets to distribute, and foand that every ticket
we gave out was destroyed by this circle of police, and none but Repab-
lican tickets allowed to pass. About that time I was surrounded by
about half of the crowd and ordered to leave, that my presence was
obnoxious. They commenced shoving me and knocked my hat off. I
made my way to the polls and claimed protection from the managers,
and Mr. Drayton, whom I thought was United States supervisor. He
called the attention of the crowd and read the law on the subject. The
crowd sung out that he was a damn liar, that there was no such law as
that, that it was a fixed-up job by the Democrats in Beaunfort, and that
if he thought that he could arrest anybody just to come out and try it;
that they would cut him up and stamp him in the sand.

I got hold of a colored man by the name of Riley, and asked him to
walk off out of the crowd with me and keep the crowd back. I ex-
plained my position, told them my instructions from our Democratic
club, and he got up and told them that 1 bad a perfect right to dis-
tribute my tickets, and not to bother me any more. Things got a little
quiet then, and I walked off down to Gardner’s store, about sixty yards
off, I reckon, and got a drink of water, when a crowd of women, backed
by men, surrounded me with sticks, garden-palings, and staves, and one
thing and another, and commenced beating the ground all round my
feet. Some one of them hallooed at them to knock my specks off, then
I couldn’t see, and then they would give me the devil. I asked them
what in the world they meant; they said they intended to run me off
from there. I told them I did not reckon they would do it, and I backed
up against & cart that was standing near by, and they commenced job-
bing me with sticks and palings, and one got through the lapel of my
coat and another got through the back of my coat.

1 got hold of one of the women; Harriet, I think her name was. I
thought I had better be in among them instead of on the outer edge.
I then saw an opening for Gardner’s store, and thought I would go in
there, but the negro men got on the steps and gunarded the door, and
told me not to come in there. I then got on a pair of steps to a shed
alongside of the store; they were about four steps bigh. As I was
going up the steps I passed Sam Black, a colored man, and I asked him
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if he was going to let those people murder me, and he said be would
try and keep them from murdering me, and got on the bottom step in
front of me, and a colored woman of the name of Nobles got on the
other side of mme. They kept the licks off of me until we had a compro-
mise, which was that I was to leave the ground and not to come back
until six o’clock ; that if I did, I was to die in ten minutes.

I then left an(i went over to Mr. Drayton’s, three-fourths of a mile off.
When I had been there about a half hour, I suppose, when I heard a
yell. Suinmer Christopher, a colored man, went out to the road and saw
a procession coming with a flag, and hallooed to his wife to lock me up
in the lnmber-house ; that he expected they were after me.

(Objected to by A. H. Ezeikel, connsel for contestee, on the ground
that l(:om'ersations with third persons away from the polls are imma-
terial.)

I was locked up in the lumber-house for about an hour and a half.
Samuel Black and Christopher forbade the mob from coming on Dray-
ton’s property, and kept them from coming off of the road on to Dray-
ton’s property.

Q. Could you hear what was going on I—A. Yes, every word.

Q. What was the mob saying ?—A. That they would not allow any
d?ml(ll Democrats to come on that island. That it was a Republican
island.

Q. Why were you locked up in the house ¥—A. For safety ; they did
not know where I was; they thought I was at Drayton’s big house.
They left in about an hour, or-an hour and a half, and went back to
Mitchellville. I was then let out and went over to Drayton’s house
until about half past four or five o’clock. Doctor Wilder came over and
wanted me to go over to Mitchellville with him to the polls; I declined
on account of the armistice not being out until six o'clock. 1 was afraid
to go back.

Q. Who is this Doctor Wilder:; to what party does he belong, and
what position did he bold in reference to the election¥—A. He is a far-
mer; politician; more of a politician than farmer; belongs to the
Republican party, and was commissioner of election.

Q. Did you return to the polls !—A. No, sir. About dusk Mr. Mec-
Intire drove over in his buggy, and I went round Mitchellville and over
to Hilton Head.

Q. At what time were you driven from the polls; and was there any
one left there to distribute Demooratic tickets 7—A. I was driven off
about ten o’clock, and Mr. O'Riley was the only one left who had Dem-
ocratic tickets.

Q. State what threats, if any, were made against Democrats at the -
polls.—A. A great many threats, especially against Meclutire, Drayton,
and myself. They said they had to clean the island of all the whites,
especially the damn Democrats, if they had to kill them and chuck them
into Broad River. Some of them remarked that Dr. Wilder was a
good man and a good Republican, and some of them doubted it, and said
he was too thick with MclIntire.

Q. Who was Mr. Mclntire, and what was his politics 2—A. Democrat
this year. He had been a Conservative man before. He voted the
straight Democratic ticket, with the exception that he scratched Simpson
and voted for Gleaves for lieutenant-governor.

Q. Was the prominent in politics #—A. No, he was very quiet, and
popular with the colored people up to the election. He was always called
a Democrat.
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Q. Was ill feeling stirred up against him in connection with the elec-
tion ?

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. Yes, there was strong feeling against him, so much so, that I ad-
vised him to leave the island that night; that I had never saw such an
infuriated crowd before. I had seen rows, but I bad never seen such
as this in any country. -

Q. What has become of him ?

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. He bhas since been killed.

Q. Please state when.—A. I believe he was killed about the night of
the fifth of this month.

Q. Do you know whether he was previously shot at ¥

(Objected to by counsel for contestee.)

. A. Yes; he was shot at in December, and slightly wounded in the
shoulder.

Q. Was it safe for a Democrat to vote at that precinct that day ¥

(Objected to.)

A. No; it was not safe. A colored Democrat could not have voted
there un(ier any circumstances. To show you that I believe the mob
was in earnest, 1 left all my goods and chattels there, and haven’t been
back after them since, and won’t go without a crowd with me.

Q. Do you know of any colored mea who where prevented from voting
the Democratic ticket by these threats —A. Yes; I know of several.

Q. Is or is it not your opinion that the result of the election was
changed by these threats at that precinct —A. Yes, it was.

Examination adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

MANsION HOUSE,
Port Royal, 8. C., February 16, A. D. 1877,

In pursuance of the order of adjournment, the taking of these deposi-
tions was resumed.

Present, Wm. Elliott, counsel for contestant. No one appearing for
the countestee, the matter is postponed until 10 o’clock.

The examination is resumed at 10 o'clock.

Present, Wm. Elliott, counsel for contestant. No one appearing to
cross-examine the witness John McFall, for the contestee, he is dis-
charged, and the examination of the contestant’s other witnesses re-
sumed.

After the completion of the examination of C. B. Kirk, by consent of
the contestant’s counsel, John McFall was recalled for cross-examination
by Alfred Williams, counsel for contestee.

Question. State upon what grounds you base your opinion that the
result of the election was changed by these threats.—Answer. On the
ground that the crowd around the polls swore that no damn Democrat
should vote, and threatened to kill any that voted, and that the poiice
around the poll examined all the tickets and stopped Wrenty Greaves
from scratching Smalls’ name ; so much so, that I advised this crowd—
Kirk, Kliem, and Politzer—not to go up to the polls or they would be
killed. C. B. Kirk, Henry Politzer, F. Kliem.

Q. Were all these white persons—A. Yes; and Lightborne, captain
of the boat, was with them, too.

Q. Do you know that they voted subsequently?—A. Yes, sir; Dr.
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Wilder told me in the afternoon that they had voted; that they came very
near getting into a serions difficulty at the polls.

Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that they were prevented
from voting while you were present?—A. I was not there when they
were.

Q. Do you kuow of any persons who were prevented from voting the
Democratic ticket I—A. I know of a good many persons who started to
vote the Democratic ticket, and the pickets took them and tore them
up, and made the:n vote the Republican ticket.

Q. Please give the names of those persous.—A. I could not give
their vawes. I know that they were persons that lived on Drayton's
place. I don’t know the names of all the people on the island.

Q. Do you know the names of these parties 2—A. I do not:

Q. Do you know whether or not these persons had voted tliat day 3—
A. They had not voted before that.

Q. How do you know they bhad not voted I—A. Because 1 saw them
vote afterward.

i % Do you know what ticket they voted 3—A. Yes; the Republican

lcket,

Q. Did you read that ticket at the poll 7—A. I read the ticket te
pickets had. ’

AQ-\Y'l‘hen you did not read the tickets they deposited in the box I—

. No.

Q. If you did not read the tickets they put in the box, you could not
tell whether they were Republican or Democratic tickets, could you 1—
A. You could jundge pretty well by the number of Democratic tickets
that came out of the box.

Q. Do you know how many Democratic tickets came ount of thebox 7—
A. Only from the managers’ returns. :

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge how many votes were cast
for Mr. Tilliman, member of Congress —A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any avowed supporter of Mr. Tillman for Congress
thiat was prevented from voting on that day $—A. I think [ am the only
man on the island that knew Tillman. There was no special avowed
supporter of Mr. Tillman on the island. The straight Democratic
ticket, which bad Tillman’s name on, would have been voted by a great
many if it had not been for threats, and if Wrenty Greaves had not
been stopped from scratching, a great many would have seratched Smalls
off of their tickets. He had scratched about fifteen tickets before they
found out he was scratching them, when they made him stop it.

Q. Name any one, Mr. McFall, that would not have voted the straight

publican ticket.—A. Wrenty Greaves's faction, which is about half
the people on the island.

Q. Name oue or more members of that faction who would Lave voted
the scratched ticket.—A. Not being acquainted with the voters, I cau’t
88y,

Q. Then it is merely a matter of opinion of yours as to the number
of votes, and not from yoar own knowledge, was it1—A. Noj; it was
knowledge that I gained from Wrenty Greaves.

Q. Was Wrenty Greaves a candidate for public position on the Re-
publican ticket headed by Robert Smalls for Congress 1-—A. He was on
the lower end of the ticket.

Q. Do you know whether or not Wrenty . Greaves was elected to
any public position at the last election t—A. Yes; he was elected county
commissioner, I believe.

Q. Do you know the number of voters on Hilton Head 1—A. Four

H. Mis. 11- —4
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buondred and sixty or seventy, sixty or seventy-four. That includes
Dawfuskee and one or two small islands.

Q. Do you know how many Republican voters there are there 3—A.
I do not, on Hilton Head proper.

Q. Do you kvow how many Democratic voters there were at that
election 1—A. There were ten votes cast—Democratic votes.

Q. Do you know how wmany Democrats there were on Hilton Head
on the day of election ¥—A. Ten voted the Democratic ticket.

Q. Do you kpnow, Mr. McFall, of any Democrat on the island who
was prevented or hindered trom voting on that day $—A. There was
none up to the time I left.

Q. Were you not a bitter partisan of Mr. Tillman at the last election?
—A. No, sir.

Q. Were you not a partisan in favor of the Democratic ticket I—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Have you not testified prior to this date that you were a strong
partisan !—A. Stroug aund bitter are different things.

Q. Were you a strong partisan ¥—A. I was a tolerable strong party
man.

Q. You bhad never been astrong partisan prior to the late election,
had you ¥—A. I have never taken much interest in elections antil this,
since the war.

Q. State whether or not you were distributing a counterfeit or imi-
tation Republican ticket on the day of the election.—A. I did not dis-
tribute or peddle out any counterfeit or imitation Republican tickets
on the day of election.

Q. State whether or not you distributed a Democratic ticket, printed
in imitation of the Republican ticket, on the day of election.—A. I dis-
tributed a few red Democratic tickets that looked something like the
Republican ticket, butalways told the parties to whom [ gave them
that they were the pure and unadulterated Democratic ticket, Hampton
ticket.

Q. Do you know whether any of these tickets were voted or not $—
A. There was one in the box, but I did not give it out. I was told
when I was given these tickets, not to fool any one with them.

Q. Did you act on those instructionsf— A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were these tickets headed Democratic tickets, or Republican
tickets I—A. They were headed Union Republican tickets, sir.

Q. Did you see any Republican tickets on that day 9—A. Yes, sir.
hQ. How were the Republican tickets headed 3—A. The same way, I
think.

Q. Was the ink with which they were printed the same color I—A.
Yes, sir; very nearly the same color.

Q. Could you distinguish the difference in the two tickets without
reading them 7—A. No, sir. They were printed in imitation of the Re-
publican ticket, to protect the timid colored people that wanted to vote
the Democratic ticket, from the mob.

Q. How do you know that fact 7—A. Because it was publicly pro-
claimed that no colored man should vote a Democratic ticket on these
islands, especially on Hilton Head and on Parry Island.

Q. Do you know who had thete tickets printed 7—A. I suj pose the
State executive committee,

Q. Do you know of any member of the Democratic party that di-
rected that tickets shonld be printed in imitation of the Republican
ticket, to protect colored men who voted the Democratic ticket I—A.
No.
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Q. Do you know where these tickets were printed ¥—A. No.

Q. Then why do you say these tickets were printed to protect colored
n;en, as stated I—A. That was the instructions that I got from our
club. -

Q. What club was that i—A. The Port Royal Democratic Club.

Q. Were not these tickets used at Port Royal as well as at Hilton
Head ¥—A. No, sir; I was not there.

Q. Do you know where these tickets came from ¥—I do not.

Q. State whether or not, Mr. McIall, these imitation Republican
tickets bore such a resemblance to the regular Republican ticket that a
person who could not read or write could be deceived in them.—A.
They might be deceived.

Q. Did these imitation Republican tickets contain the name of any of
the Republican candidates —A. I think not.

Q. Were there any other Democratic tickets distributed at Hilton
Head other than these 7—A. Yes.

Q. Was there not great indignation expressed by Republicans on the
day of election when they found that you were distributing a counter-
feit Republican ticket7—A. I did not distribute a counterfeit Republican
ticket.

Q. Was there not great mdxguatlon expressed on the day of election
when they discovered that you were distributing a Democratic ticket
printed in imitation of the Republican ticket i—A. Well, right there is
where the scene opeued. I gave this red ticket to four men on the Pope
place; I can’t give their names ; one’s name was Brown. They got up
to the pickets that were gnarding the polls, and they were demanded to
show their tickets. This fellow Brown refused; but the next one to
him showed his ticket and said it was a Democratic ticket. Then the
mob became infuriated, forced the tickets away and tore them up;
and they put tickets in thelr hands and marched them to the polls
After they had voted they demanded where they had got those tickets.
They said they got them from me; and then they surrounded me, and
commenced to shove me, and knocked my hat off, and treated me in a
very brutish manner, threatening to kill me. I then saw Riley, a tall
fellow—(Counsel for contestee objects to the answer given to this ques-
tion for the reason that the notary objected to the witness repeating
whbat he had already stated in his direct testimony; and upon the wit-
ness proceeding with the answer, new matter being discovered, the
notary insists upon recording the answer. Witness continues)—stand-
ing in the crowd, and asked him to walk off to a pile of lumber and
keep the crowd back ; that I wished to explain my position to him. I
explained my posmon, and he sung out for the men on the Pope place;
Brown was one of them ; he called him up and asked bim if he got that
ticket from me for a Repubhcau ticket. He said no; that I gave it to
him for a Democratic ticket, and read the names on it to bimn, and that
he started to the polls with said ticket, and it was taken away from him.
Riley then told the crowd that I was not to bLlame, that I was not try-
ing to deceive the colored people, and it was a free country, and I had
a right to distribute any ticket 1 pleased.

Q. Then there was indignation expressed 1—A. Oh! before; yes.

Q. This happened some distance from the polls, did it not I—A. Abvoat
ninety feet. Just across the street.

Q. Did you suffer on this occasion any bodily hurt or injury ?—A
Nothiug serious. Had it not been for Sam Black and Mrs. Noble (two
colored people) I think I would have been killed.
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Q. After all this occurred, Mr. McFall, you cheered for Hampton and
Tilden, didn’t you 1—A. No, sir.

Q. When was it you cheered for Hampton and Tilden ¥—A. In our
armistice in which I was to leave the grounds in ten minutes I claimed
the right to cheer for Hamptoun and Tilden, at the Drayton place, after
8ix o’clock.

Q. Did you ever make any complaint before any trial justice against
the parties who committed this violence $—A. No, sir. T bave not from
the reason that [ consider that we haven’t any law in this country to give
a man justice if he is white.

Q. Don’t you know of colored men having been hung for killing white
men ¥—A. Yes; one or two I have heard of, and I have heard ot about
twenty more having been turned loose for killing them.

Q. When were these twenty turned loose that you speak of ¢—A.
Very lately iu this county; at the last term of court.

Q. Don’t you know at the last term of court that Mr. Tilinghast, a
member of the Democratic party, was prosecuting attorney, aud had a
nol. pros. entered against these persons?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any white person having been convicted of having
killed a negro in this county I—A. I do not.

Q. Have you ever been denied justice at the bands of any of the
officers of the law in this county ¥—A. No, sir; I have never asked jus-
tice.

Q. Did you not on the day of election offer woney to parties to vote
the Democratic ticket 7—A. [ did not.

Q. State whether or not you were a resident of Hilton Head at that
time.—A. I was, up to the day of election. 1 left the next day, and have
not moved my property from there np to this time.

Q. Your family were residing at Port Royal at the time of the elec-
tion I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then your residence was only temporarily at Hilton Head 9—A.
No, sir; I went there to live, and the treatment of the negroes on the
day of clection satistied that I could not live there, and I gave up
my land to the man I bought it from and left.

Q. Have you suffered any violence at the hands of the people of Hil-
ton Head since the day of election¥—A. No, sir; 1 haven’s seen but
very few of them since; my potatoes and pindars have.

Q. Did you suffer from any violence at the hands of the colored peo-
ple of Hilton Head prior to the election I—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you take any trouble to conceal your political prefercnces
prior to the election —A. No, sir.

Q. Had you pablicly avowed that you were u Democrat I—A. Yes.

Redirect :

Q. Mr. McFall, were all the Republican tickets at the polls printed
the same way? If not state the difference.—A. There were two kinds
that I saw, and I heard there was a third. One was red and one was
black without any heading—just like the Democratic ticket.

Q. Please state why the imitation tickets were given to voters.—A.
They were given to the timid voters to protect them from the mob of
the rabid Republicans.

Q. Were taey used for any other purpose ¥—A. No, 8ir.

Q. You said that there were ten Democrats at the polis that day; do
you mean that there were no others that wished to vote the Democratic
ticket 2—A. Yes; there were lots of them that would have voted it but
for the intimidation and violence.

JOHN McFALL.
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Sworn and subscribed to before me this 16th day of February, A. D.
1577,
|SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George D. Tillinan and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

FEBRUARY 17, 1877.
STATE oF SouTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :
MansioN HOUSE,
Port Royal, S. C., February 17, 1877.
The taking of depositions was resumed pursuant to adjournment.
Preseut, William Elliott, counsel for contestant. Neither contesteo
por his counsel being present, the examination is adjourued until 9.30
a. m.
At 9.30 a. m. the examination is resumed.
Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant.

H. M. FULLER, 8r., sworn, a wituess of legal age, produced by contest-
aut upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to
questions propounded by contestant:

Question. Please state yonr name, age, place of residence, and occu-
pation.—Answer. H. M. [‘uller; age, 42; reside at Sheldon Station,
Beaufort County, South Carolina. Iam a farmer.

Q. At what precinet were you on the 7th of November last, and in
what capacity, at the election in November 3—A. Chairman of the man-
agers of election at Gardiner’s Corner precinet, in this county. '

Q. At what time were the polls opened, and when were they closed *—
A. At about 7 o’clock, I should say when they opened, and, to the best
of my knowledge, they were closed about half past 5.

Q. Why were the polls not opened at 6 o’clock I—A. Because all of
the managers were not there.

Q. Who were the managers?—A. Myrelf and Benjamin Deveaux and
Harry Reed, both colored.

Q. Who was the last manager to arrivet—A. Ben Deveaux.

Q. How many persons were at the polls when they were opened 1—A.
A considerable crowd. I should say there was fifty.

Q. Do you know whether or not the Democratic voters commenced
to vote as soon as the polls were opened ¥—A. I have every reason to
believe so. They were there in & body when I arrived on the gronnd,
there was quite a rush for the polls, and as soon as they were opened
tried to vote as soon as possible. There was such a rush, and the polls
were 80 entirely surrounded, that I had the box taken from one side of
the road, and removed to 4 house on the opposite side. All who were
present made the rush.

Q. Do you know why the Democrats wanted to vote early1—A. I was
requested previously to be there early, as they wished to vote early in
order to avoid a collision with the Republican voters.

Q. Was any complaint made by any leaders of the Democrats about
the polls not being opened at the proper time ¥—A. I will state that I
was met on the way by a colored Democrat, urging me to ride quickly.
‘When I arrived there complaint was made that the polls not being
opened in the proper tlme considerable votes were lost to the Demo-
cratic party.

Q State whether you had beard any threats in that vicinity made
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against Democrats. What were they, and what was the general condi-
tion of the country before the election ¥—A. I had heard several times
vile threats publicly made by colored men to kill all the damned Demo-
crats. The country had been, previous to that, in the most excited and
riotous condition.

(Mr. Alfred Williams bere appeared as contestee’s counsel.)

The witness continues : For some time previous to the election, bodies
of men went through the country calling themselves strikers, and taking
up other colored men and womeun.

(Counsel for contestee objects to witness stating anything except from
his own knowledge.)

Witness further states: I do know these facts, but I was not present
at any particular occasion. I know by testimony taken in court. On
one occasion I certainly saw one of the men who was beaten, or said to
have been beaten, and the parties who had been arrested charged with
the beating. I saw Congressman Swmalls speak to the men, and the
prosecution was dropped, and the parties returned home without further
prosecution. On another occasion I saw a number of persons arrested
for beating other colored persons. They were discharged by a jury of
colored men. I was not present, but I do know of a trialjustice and
deputy sheriff being struck by a mob of colored persouns.

Q. State whether or vot there were strikes in that section prior to the
election, and whether the parties were punished, and what was the gen-
eral effect upon the community as to lawlessness.

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. There were strikes which extended over a cousiderable body of
country and for a considerable length of time, and vo one was or has
since been punished to my knowledge. I know of three instances in
which bodies of men were arrested, and in one instance acquitted and
in the other two discharged. I obtained my information iu general
abont these strikes from telegrams that I saw from the governor. I was
advised by my agent to come over; that the laborers were threatened by
the strikers. I was present at a trial justice’s court on two occasions
where parties were brought up for trial, and on the third occasion I saw
the (llneu when they were brought up, but they were discharged and not
tried.

Q. Were they discharged in all of these cases ¥—A. Yes; when I say
they were discharged I mean they were not punished.

Q. To what party did the officers belong by whom they were dis-
charged ¥—A. They all claimed to be Republicans, or were reported
to be.

Q. At what place were they discharged, and by what officers I—A.
By Trial Justice Carlton, at Beautort.

Q. Is he a Republican {—A. He has always been believed to be a
Republican, and has always acted with the Republican party.

Q. Do you or not know whether the strikers were generally sustained
by the Republican party in the town of Beaufort —A. They were cer-
tainly countenanced.

Q. Please state more particularly what was said and done by Con-
gressman Smalls on the occasion referred to.

"(Objected to by counsel for contestee upon the grouud that it had no
connection with the election held in November last.)

A. I did not hear what he said, but saw him speaking to the party
beaten while surrounded by the parties arrested for the beating, and
soon all left and returned to their homes.

Q. On what occarion was this and where7—A. In the town of Beaun-
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fort, in front of the trial-justice’s office, ou the occasion of their being
brought there for examination.

Q. Were they at once discharged ¥—A. They all left.

Q. How large a crowd were present on this occasion ¥—A. I should
say between twenty and thirty men were present in all.

Q. Were they or not apparently sympathizing with the accused 1—A.
It struck me so.

Q. Did you distingunish any remarks made by the crowd —A. [ did
not. I do not recollect at present.

Q. What was yourimpression at the time of the behavior of Congress-
man Smalls, and the object he wished to accomplish ? -

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. It is so long that I do not remember how I got the impression or
information, but I do know that he induced a party beating Billy Beau-
bien to drop the suit.

Q. At what time in the day was this ¥—A. Between 9 and 11 o’clock—
about 9 o’clock in the morning.

Q. Were you present at the time of the trial before Trial Justice Carl-
ton of the rioters from Mr. Richardson’s plantation I—A. I was.

Q. Was there anything said by a prominent Republican on that oc-
casion that attracted your attention —A. There was. I do not remem-
ber the exact remark, but testified to it at the time to the court, show-
ing that he was a prejudiced juryman, and he was discharged.

Q. Was hedischarged or did he conclude to withdraw !'—A. My im-
pression is that he was discharged.

Q. Who was this person —A. Ira Robertson.

Q. Was he elected to any office at the last election ; if 8o, what —A.
He was elected to the house of representatives of South Carolina on the
Republican ticket.

Q. Can you not give his remark or the general purport of it 3—A. I
think, to the best of my recollection, it was that the Democrats wanted
t%‘ put these men in jail to get rid of their votes—something to that
effect.

Q. What was the general effect upon the country around Sheldon of
what you have above testified to 1—A. I think the general feeling was—
lcertainly it was on my part—that we were without the protection of
aw.

Q. Where were the threats against Democrats of which you have
spoken made —A. Made in front of the store at Sheldon Station.

Q. On how many different occasions?—A. I can speak absolutely of
three, but am under the impression that there was at least halt a dozen.

Q. What was the general feeling of colored Republicans against
Democrats —A. It has been and is now very bitterly hostile.

Q. Was this also before the election ¥—A. Yes. .

Q. What state of mind has this produced in colored Den:ocrats?

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. Iknow it produced upon them the necessity of Leing cautious {o

avoid all opportunity or occasion of being injured or mobbed by parties
entertaining this hostile feeling—Republican parties.

Cross-examined by Alfred Williams, counsel for contestee:

Q. Mr. Fuller, how many years have you resided in the vicinity of
Gardiver's Corner '—A. It is y native place; I regard it as such.

Q. What is your politics, Mr. Fuller —A. Democratic.

Q. Were you appointed manager of election because of your polities —
A. Yes, sir; I presume so.
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_ Q. Did you act in the capacity of manager of election at Gardiner’s
Corner on that day 9—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know of any Democrats who voted at that precinct on the
day of election I—A. In counting the votes I found sixty bad voted. I
think that is the number.

Q. Do you know of any Democrat who was prevented from voting at
that precinct the late election {—A. I cannot speak of my ownknowledge.

Q. Do you know whether or not all persous who came to the polls
voted ?—A. It would be impossible for me to say; being manager, attend-
ing to my own duties, I could not say positively that all who came
voted.

Q. Do you know any person, Democrat or Republican, who was pre-
vented from voting ¥—A. I will answer that I know of two persons that
were interfered with.

Q. State whether not these two persons to whom you refer voted.—
A. They did.

Q. Were the ballots of all persons who applied to vote at Gardiner’s
Corner received I—A. Yes, sir; there was not a single ballot objected.

Q. Do you know of any persons who were debarred thé right to vote
because the polls were not opened before 7 o’clock T—A. I can’t say of
my own knowledge.

Q. These strikers to which you refer in your direct testimony were la-
borers in the rice fields, were they not —A. They were laborers in the
rice and cotton fields.

Q. Had this strike anything to do with the political matters then be-
ing discussed}—A. As a matter of opinion, I should say undoubtedly.

Q. As a matter of fact, don’t you know that these strikes were caused
by the laborers in the rice and cotton fields because of their being com-
pelled to work for checks and not for money ¥—A. No; positively, no.
My own belief is that it had a political origin, because the originator
stated ‘that he had a paper from some leading persons in Beaufort re-
quiring them to strike. I know this upon information by a man by the
name of Charles Green; this was in the latter part of June. Because
the check system has been in use ou several of the plantations ever since
the war, and on several of the plantations on which the strike occurred
cash bad been invaribly paid.

Q. How long was it prior to the election that these strikes occurred 1—
A. They commenced about the middle of September and continued on
until about the latter part of October.

Q. Wasit not notoriously known that these strikers demanded higher
wages, and that they refused to work for checks?—A. It would be dif-
ficult to say what was their ground of complaint. I admit that the
checks was one, -but on the Richardson place, at which the striking was
carried to the greatest excess, cash was being paid at the rate they de-
manded.

Q. Were you present at any of these strikes I—A. I was not; butin
this latter case was informed by Mr. Richardson and by one of the col-
ored parties injured.

Q. Then, if you were not present at these strikes, you had no meaus
of knowing what the complaints of the strikers were, except from hear-
say I—A. I know from admission from the strikers themselves, and I
was present at the trial-justice court when they were examined.

Q. What were the admissions made; by whom were they made, and
where were they made 1—A. Admissions were made by parties publiely,
at Sheldon Station, in conversation among themselves which I over-
heard, that on several places cash had been paid; one party by the
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pame of Johu Geddes told me cash was being paid at a place upon
which he had been working and was forced to leave.

Q. Don’t you know that Mr. J. B. Bissell paid his hands in checks
payable in 1880 1—A. I don’t know of my own knowledge.

Q. Do you know of any parties who paid their labor in checks —A.
Yes, several ; it is done with a view to prevent storekeepers from tak-
ing them in and presenting them in large amounts.

Q. Then these checks, as a general thing, could only be used at the
plautation stores, on which the people were employed1—A. Generally it
was 8o.

Q What was the usual amount paid per day for labor in these
checks +—A. Checks are not usually given for day’s work, but paid at
50 much per acre.

Q. How much do they receive per acre I—A. Various amounts, from
a dollar to a dollar and a half; sometimes as high as two, according to
what is being done. .

Q. State whether or not this strike was in existence the weck of elec-
tion or on the day of election 2—A. I cannot say it was in existence
dering the week or on the day of election, but no stop had been put to
it up to that time.

Q. (;Vhen did it stop?—A. As far as I know, when the harvesting
ceased.

Q. When was that time }—A. I do not know when every one ceased
harvesting. :

Q State whether or not you know of any person who would have
voted the Democratic ticket that was prevented from so doing on ac-
count of these strikes —A. I do not know of any one.

Q. State whether or not the result of the election was changed at
Gardiner’s Corner by reason of not opeuing the polls until 7 o’clock in
the morning 3—A. 1 have reason to believe so.

Q. If you have reason to believe so, state in what way the result was
changed.—A. On the night previous to that,a considerable crowd—
nombers of mmen—met at the Democratic club, and asked me to be there
early so that they could vote before the crowd assembled. When I ar-
rived there 1 was intformed by several Democrats that in consequence of
the lateness of the opening of the polls they had lost 20 or 30 votes.

Q. Do you know of any persons, members of that club, who came to
vote and did not vote 7—A. [ did not know the names of the colored
members of the club.

Q. Were,you a member of that club 3—A. No, sir.

Q. Then how do you know whether there were any colored members
of that club #—A., Only by what I bave told you; by what they said.

Q. Name the person or persons who told yoa that there were several
persons that did not vote who cawe to vote.—A. Pompey Jones met me
on the way and told me to hurry on, that I was losing votes. Several
gathered around me upon my arrival. Awmong them was Mr. Henry
Fuller and Mr. Bissell, saying that in consequence of my delay a
number of votes had been lost.

Q. Did they give the nawes of any of the party I—A. No, sir.

Q. Who is Pompey Jones I—A. A colored man,

Q. Where does he reside, nnd what is his politics I—A. He resides
at Gardiner’s Corner, and he is a Democrat.

Q. What time did you arrive at the polls that morning 1—A. I was
told it was half past 6. .

Q. Then in founding your opinion that the result was changed by
the polls not opening until 7 o'clock, is based upon hearsay and not upon
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facts that came under your actnal observation I—A. Yes; it was hear-
say, 8o far as the remarks were which I repeated.

Q. Was there any fact that came under your observation that caused
you to form this opinion ¥—A. None, «ir.

Q. Do you know of any arrests being made among the strikers 3—
A. Yes.

Q. Were they arrested by the sheriff of Beaufort County or his
deputy '—A. I douv’t know of my own knowledge.

Q. Then most of the information that you possessed in relation to
those strikes is based upon rumor and hearsay, and not from actual
knowledge of the facts ¥—A. I was not an eye-witness to all the strikes,
but my information is from the best of authority. As I stated before,
I gained my information in the trial-justices’ court—Trial Justice R. K.
Carlton’s court at Beaufort. I do not know the parties to the case.
* The State against the rioters, I believe.

Q. You took quite an interest in that case, did you not I—A. Yes; it
was a matt r that involved the interest of everybody almost.

Q. Do you know the names of any of the parties, or the name of the
prosecuting witness ¥—A. There were two cases, one in which Mr. Rich-
ardson was, and-in the other, I think, Renton was.

Q. Were these strikers to whom you referred discharged or acquitted
upon examination and trial 7—A. In the first case I know that they
were acquitted by the jury, and in the second case I heard so.

Q. You stated in your direct examination that you heard threats made
by the strikers against Democrats.—A. I did not say by the strikers.

Q. Where and by whom were these threats made? Please give the
names of the persons who made these threats.—A. They were gener-
ally made by persons who assembled in front of the store. I know two
of _the persons, Jack Jenkins and Gabriel Robertson.

Q. You say in your direct examination that you saw telegrams from
the governor; were they not in reply to telegrams sent to him?—A. |
could not say, but suppose they were.

Q. Did you suffer any violence or injury during the last election be-
cause of your political opinion —A. None whatever, sir.

Q. State whether or not you voted on the day of election, and how
you voted.—A. I did vote an houest, fair Democratic ticket.

H. M. FULLER, Sr.

Sworn and subseribed to before me this 17th day of February, A. D,
1877.
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

MaNsioN HoOUSE,
Port Royal, 8. C., February 17, 1877,
STATE (F SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:
A. C. McFALL, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant upon
due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded Ly contestant:

Question. Please state your name, age, residence, and occupation.—
Aunswer. A. C. McFall; reside at Port Royal, Beaufort County, South
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Carolina; I am twenty-six years old; I am clerk of council and tréas-
urer of the town of Port Royal at present.

Q. State at what precinct you were at the election on the 7th of No-
vember last, and in what capacity.—A. I was manager of election at
Myrtle Bush precinct in this county.

Q. What time were the polls open there that day, and when were
thctiy ?osed f—A. They were opened about half past 9, and closed at 6
v'elock.

Cross-examined by Alfred Williams, counsel for the contestee:

Q. What time did you arrive at the polls that day —A. About half
past 9.
beQ' How many votes were polled at that precinct —A. I doun’t remem-

T, 8ir.

Q. State whetber or not the result of the election at that precinct
was changed by reason of the polls not opening until half past 9 oclock.—
A, In my opinion it was, but I don’t know whether it was or not.

Q. Do yon know of any persons who came to vote at that precinct
wbo did not vote in consequence of the polls not being opened until 9
oclock I—A. I know of persons who told me that they would have voted
the Democratic ticket had I been there at 7 o’clock.

YQ. Did these persous to whom you refer vote at all that day 1—A.
es, 8ir,

Q. Can you remember any of their names ¥—A. Fraser—Daddie Fra-
selrl, is all the name I know bim by ; I dou’t remember the name of the
other.

% What is your politics, Mr. McFall 2—A. Democratic; I voted that
ticket,

Q. Do you know of anybody that was prevented from voting at Myr-
Ue Bush precinct on the day of election 3—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was it ¥—A. I dou’t know the name, sir.

Q. Was he colored or white I—A. Colored.

Q. How was he prevented from voting —A. Because be was not, in
the opinion of the managers, eligible to vote.

Q. Do you know of any person being prevented from voting at Myrtle
Bush precinct that was legally qualified to vote —A. No, sir.

A, C. MoFALL.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 17th day of February, 1877.
[sEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

By consent of counsel on both sides the examination is adjourned to
meet at Beaufort on Wednesday, the 21st instaut, at 9 o’clock a. m.
M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

Law BUILDING, BEAUFORT, 8. C,,
February 21, 1877.
STATE OF SoUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :
Parsaant to adjournment the examination is resumed at 9 o’clock a. m.
Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant, and W. J. Whipper,
tounsel for contestee.
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PoMPEY JONES, colored, a witness of legal age, produced by contest-
ant upon and due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to
questions propounded by counsel for contestant:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
Pompey Jones; about thirty-one years old ; reside at Sheldon planta-
tion, in this county; I am foreman of the plantation.

Q. Where were you at the election on the 7th of November last —A..
I was at Gardiner’s Corner precinct, in this county.

Q. Did you vote there that day 3—A. I voted there that evening.

Q. What ticket did you vote, and why did you not vote sooner I—A..
I voted the Democratic ticket ; I did not vote sooner, because the party
I went down with was a very large one, and the polls were not open;
and when it did open the crowd was so large I couldun’t vote at the time.

Q. Were you, or not, afraid to vote soouer I—A. If I was not afraid
to vote I would have voted soouner; but I was afraid ; it was such a large
crowd, that it would make some counfusion.

Q. Who were you afraid would trouble yon ¥—A. That striking party
were out there then.

Q. Were they Democrats or Republicans?—A.. They were Repablicans.

Q. Explain whom you mean by striking party.—A. It was a whole
crowd of people that got up a strike out there just before harvest, and
would go round on the plantation and catch every foreman, and if they
did not agree with them they would cowhide you; the only way you
had to do was to go along with them.

Q. Did they whip anybody, and how many ¥—A. Yes; they whipped
one man right by me, and several others I didn’t know; there was a man
lived right by me named Billy Bobine ; they thrashed him severely, and
he had to come to the doctor once or twice.

Q. How long did these strikes last I—A. Until little after harvest.

Q. Wasany attempt made to arrest the strikers t—A. Yes; Mr. Sams,
who was acting in the place of Mr. Wilson, the sheriff, weut out there
and he take two mens with him from Beaufort, Moody Williaws and
Moses Fraser and myself, and several others—I don’t know the names
of them now ; we started to arrest them, and we got into a fight and
they run us away.

Q. Was any trial-justice there ?—A. Yes; Mr. Fuller was there; he
was one of the posse.

Q. Was any of the posse beaten; and if so, who?—A. Mr. Fuller
and myself and a young man named Gabriel Green were thrashed.

Q. Was the deputy sheriff struck ¥—A. I don’t kunow whether he was
or not; he had to run.

Q. Have these men ever been punished !—A. No, sir.

Q. What was the effect on the couuntry around there at that time 1—
A. It was pretty much stirred up; a man could not travel about as he
had a mind to. .

Q. Why not —A. Because, the striking party, if they met you, would
cowhide you if you didn’t go with them.

Q. Could you have them punished by law, and why not?—A. You
couldn’t at that time. The captain of them said he had a strip that was
the law from the governor, that if you didn’t go along with them, that
they would put one hundred and eighty lashes on your backside. I
asked them who is the captain. They call about fifty men wid these
plat cowhide, and they tell you those were de captain.

Q. Were any threats made before the election by Republicans against
Democrats 1—A. A great deal of them ; the strikers said they know that
every damn one of us that did not go with them were going to vote the
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Democratic ticket, and that every one of us would be killed on the day
of the election.

Q. How many times were these threats made —A. They would start
on Monday and go round until Thursday, aud start again next Monday,
and everywhere they had been ronnd you need not start to work, le-
cause they would run you out of the field, and if they catch you they
would cowbide you.

Q. Were any threats made against Democrats after the strikes and
before the election, and what were they ¥—A. Yes;as I told you Lefore,
they said they would sleep to the polls on Monday night and would be
there Tuesday morning, and before we should vote the Democratic ticket
we should not vote none at all.

Q. Were any threats made on the day of election ?7—A. Not many.
‘What were made were made early in the morning. They threatened to
whip me, and said they would take away my horse and buggy it they
did not whip me, and they did take it.

Q. Where were you going in your buggy ¥—A. I had been ap the
road and brought Mr. Yates to vote the Democratic ticket, and was going
back up the road, and I suppose they thought I was going to bring
somebndy else, and they took it away from me.

Q. Were these Democrats or Republicaus that took away yourbaggy 1—
A. Republicans.

Q. How long before you got your horse and buggy back —A. The
next day. Sam Bolite turned the horse loose the next day, but I did
not get him till the day fullowing, and I asked them why they worry me
80 much about mny election. They tell me that while they vote for Smalls
I vote for Whipper, and while they vote for Delarger 1 voted for Bowen,
and I never see such worrying in my life. I asked them if I could not
vote as I chose.

Q. Were any threats made away from the polls?—A. Yes.

Q. Do you know why they were not made at the polls?—A. They said
they were advised not to fight or make any fuss at the polls, for if they
fight they would counterfeit the poll.

Q. What was the state of mind of the colored Democrats in that
couuty before and at the time of the election, in consequence of these
threats and violence I —A. Well, we had to keep very close, and coald
not go about as we desired, and had to meet at night.

Q. Were there any persons kept from voting the Dewmocratic ticket —
A. Well, not right at the polls, bat the threats they had made in the
morning frightened them, and about eighteen of them that belong to
the Democratic club went off and would not vote all, because they said
it they voted them fellows would thrash them in the evening it they
voted. They asked if I iutended to vote. I told them yes, I would
stay and try to do so in the evening.

Q. Were the Republicans at the polls armed that day —A. No, sir;
I did not see any of them armed. They had these same striking clubs
with nails drove into them and lead to the head ; had them slung on the
wrist with strings.

Cross examined by W. J. Whipper, counsel for contestee :

(2. On the mornirg of the election yoa say there was a large crowd
went with yon. Who were they 1—A. I can’t tell the nawmes of them all.

Q. Well, tell me the names ot those you can.—A. Mr. George Bissell,
Heury Fuller, Henry Aulbegotir, Edward Heyward, William Middleton,
Francis Alston, John Richwmd. These is about all the names I can re-
member jnat now.
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Q. How many more were there besides thesec names yon have called 1—
A. IL.suppose about twenty.

Q. What portion of your crowd were white men?—A. About six.

Q. These names that yon have mentioned are about all that you know
in this crowd ¥—A. Yes. Mr. John Lucas—I know him. I did not
think to call his name.

Q. How many of these names are white men?—A. Only three that I
remember of.

Q. What was the politics of your crowd?—A. To vote the Democratie
ticket.

IQ All of them?—A. All that went in my crowd—that belong to my
olub.

Q. How did you kuow how they intended to votel—A. They were
members of my club.

Q. All of them?—A. All of them—every one of them. Not all of the
twenty.

Q. What portion of this other twenty were members of your club {—
A. Iruppose about seven. Some that were members did not go, because
they were afraid to go along with the rest of us.

Q. How do you know that the balance of this twenty intended to vote
the Democratic ticket!—A. I know that they were going to vote it,
because they belong to other clubs, and they came_there to go with me
8o that they could get to the polls early.

IQ To what club or clubs did the rest of them beloug {—A. Hobony

club.

YQ. Then, T understaud that these clubs all met at your house —A.
es.

Q. Met there the night before$—A. Yes, sir; met there after the
meeting on Monday night, and went to the election next morning.

Q. Did this crowd of yours have any stxcks 1—A. O, no, sir; they
never did have any sticks.

Q. Ain’t it a very common thing for people in the country to carry
sticks when they go to church or political meetings I—A. Walking-sticks
and tighting-clubs are two different things. It is a common thing for
men to carry walking-sticks.

Q. Do you mean to say that your crowd did not have them —A. Yes,
Bir.

Q. What time in the morning did you get to the polls?—A. I got
there about six o’clock. It might have been a little earlier.

Q. What time was it that this large crowd that you speak of came
up i—A. They came up about quarter past six. When they came up
the polls were just opened, though.

Q. About how many of them were they 3—A. I suppose there was
about two hundred in the crowd, and they kept coming right straight
along.

Q. Did they all have sticks ¥—A. Not all of them. The greater part
of them did.

Q. Were their sticks all these fighting-sticks that you speak of —A.
All of them were, pretty much.

Q. What, if anything, did they do with these sticks ¥—A. They did
not do anything at all right to the polls.

Q. Did they do anything around or about the polls I—A. Not that I
know of.

Q. Do you know of them committing any violence with them that
day 1—A. No; they cussed a good deal; but I did not see them put
hand on anybody that day.
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Q. What were their politics ; do you know 1—A. Republicans.

Q. How do you know that ¥—A. Because they said so.

Q. All of them —A. No; but there was a talk all around that all of
those had them club were the badge of Chamberlain.

Q. Did any of them threaten any violence to you or any of your party
if you voted the Democratic ticket, and if so, who did it 3—A. There was
acrowd that I met down to the railroad just betfore the election-day that
#id that they were coming to Beaufort, and that they would get fixed
for all of us on election day ; that they would meet us; but that did not
scare e any.

Q. How long before election was that 9—A. About a week.

Q. Who were these men ¥—A. Oune mman named Sanko Williams, and
Philip Brown ; 1 knowed them.

Q. Those were all that you know ?—A. Yes; greater part of them was
off of Combakee, lower down.

Q. Then I understand that there was no threats made against your
party on the day of election ¥—A. Not during the day, but eaily in the
morning.

Q. Who made them?—A. A party of fellows we met up by the
Sbkeldon bridge.

Q. Can you name any of them *—A. No; I know them if I see their
face, bat can’t name them now.

Q. State what they said that you construed into threats.—A. They
said they would meet us down there and see what we all intended to do.

Q. Did that scare you !—A. That did not scare me; it takes a heap
to scare me.

Q. Well, now, was there any tlhreats made at the polls by this two
houdred or any of the Republicans on the day of election —A. They
“Lere carsing around there, just abusing us ail, but I did not call that
threats,

Q. Did your party do any cursing —A. No; they were afraid to do
:ny much ; they had to keep like the rats do when the cat’s around the

ouse.

Q. You say you did not vote at that time. Did any of your party
vote!—A. All of the whites did; very few of the colored ones did ; only
a few that were not remarkable did ; those that were like me couldu’t.

Q. You say that you are not easy to scare. How was it that you
were afraid to vote when there was neither violence or threats used to
Jouor any of your party 3—A. I thought tbat if I voted right at the
time thmat they would commence to quarrel, and would create confusion.

Q. How long have you lived in that voting-precinet I—A. I bave been
there e ver since the war; some time in ’66; I am not certain.

.Q You know the people around there generally, do youl—A. Yes,
8ir.

Q. This whipping that you spoke of in connection with the strike, how
long was it betore the election I—A. I did not stop long before the—I
could mot say the regular time; little after harvest.

Q. You say the strike wus over before the election, but you don's
know how long 1—A. I don’t know how long.

Q. At what time and upon whose place did this strike commence 1—
A. I dov’t know upon whose place it commenced qn, becanse it com-
wenced in Colleton aud then cowe over in this county.

Q. Do yon not know this strike was occasioned by low wages and
paying the people in checks f—A. [ believe it coustitute from that; bat
Itdid not carry out in the way it onght.

Q. Then it bad nothing to do with politics, and was over before the
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election, was it not —A. The strike was over, but the nature of the
strike wasn’t over.
POMPEY JONES.

Sworn and subscnbed to before me this 21st day of February, 1877.
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.
M. R. COOPER.

In the contest between George D. Tilliman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

Pursuant to an adjournment, the examination is resnmed at the law
building, Beaufort, 8. C., at 9 o’clock a. m., February 22d. )

Pxe%ent William Flhott counsel for Loutestant, and W. J. Whipper,
counsel for contestee.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :

A. P. JENKINS, (colored,) a witness of legal age, produced by contestant
after due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions
propounded by contestant’s couusel:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
Abraham P. Jenkins; 27 years old ; live in the town of Beaufort; my
occupation is waiter.

Q. Where did you reside daring the last political campaign I—A. At
Beaufort, sir.

Q. To what party did you belong?—A. To the Democratic party.

Q. State what position you held in the party, and were you a candi-
date for any office?—A. I was a member of the executive committee of
the Beaufort Democratic club and delegate to two county conventions
and a candidate for the general assembly on the Democratic ticket.

Q. What was the feeling of Republicans toward yourself and other
colored Democrats, as exhibited by their words and actions —A. Their
feelings were hateful to me and all others of that party, and showed
it every day by words and actions. They would meet me on the street
in the day and at night and call me a damn Democrat; that I had sold
out my rights. I have been cursed every day since I joined the club
until now,

Q. Were any threats mnade before the election against Democrats,
and by whom and what?—A. Yes; by men belonging to the Republican
party. They said that if they could not get me before the election they
would get me, if it was six months to come.

Q. What did they mean by that expression, “would get you?"—A.
It meaus they would lay way to mob me.

Q. Did you make public speeches during the campaign?—A. I made
one at Gardiner’s Corner.

Q. Did the Republicans interfere with this meeting $—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any reason why you did not make more speeches 1—A .
Yes, sir; because it was not safe for colored men to inake pablic speeches
in behalf of the Democrats, for fear that they would be mobbed.

Q. Do you kuow whether any Democrats were kept from voting on the
day of the election by these threats; and, if so, bow many —A. Yes,
8ir; there was three on Ladies’ [sland ; there was thirty or forty colored
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members of the Beaufort Democratic clab; but I was not here on the day
of the election.

Q. At what polls were you on the day of election 3—A. At the Wood-
lawn polls, sir, on Ladies’ Island.

Q. Was there any Democratic club on Ladies’ Island ; and, if so, how
lt;any members 1—A. Yes, sir; there was one there with fifty-five mem-

s,

Q. How many colored men voted the Democratic ticket at that poll 1—
A. Not over six; I think it was six.

Q. Was the tickets of voters examined at that precinct betore they
were cast; and, if so, by whom?—A. Yes, sir; they were examined by
some of the Republican men.

Q. State how they were examined.—A. They stood at the gate, and
they had to show their ticket before they go to the polls. Them that had
the Democrat ticket they would snatch them out their hand and give
them the Republican ticket.

Q. Where were the polls held I—A.. In a little corn heuse, inclosed by
a fence.

Q. How many means of entrance were there 7—A. Only one, sir; that
was through the gate.

Q. Was there any person who specially made threats against you be-
fore the election; if 80, who was it I—A. Yes, sir; Amos Barnes.

Q. State what the threats were and when they occurred.—A. The
threats were on the 26th of October. He called me a damn black Demo-
cratic son of a bitch; I can’t see how a damn black man like me can go
Democrat. “If you don’t change your politics,” he says, ¢ 1 will get you
if it is six months to come. If I don’t get you before the election I will
get you after.”

Q. Was there any public meeting at Beaufort on that day, and if so,
what was it I—A. Yes, sir. General Hampton spoke here that day and
other gentlemen, and I took a very active part that day in the meeting,
enlisting to get all the colored folks I could to go up to hear him.

Q. Did he ever carry out his threat, and if so, how —A. Yes, sir; he
laid way me on the street and beat me half to death. He mention the
same words that he said to me on the 26th of October. He came up to
me and throw his hand in my collar, and called me a damn black son of
a bitch, and that he long wanted to get hold of e, and he asked me,
while be was beating me, if I would change my politics. I told him no,
I would not.

Q. Was this night or day, and what time I—A. At night, sir; between
half past ten and eleven o’clock.

Q. From where and to where were you going ¥—A. I was from church,
going home.

Q. Was any one with you at the time you were attacked ¥—A. No,
8ir; no one.

Q. Was any one with him 1—A. Yes, sir; I saw one man.

Q. How severely were you beaten I—A. I was beaten very severely,
sir, indeed.

Q. Did you require and receive medical attention, and when 1—A.
Yes, sir; that same night. My mother and wife brought me down to
Dr. Stewart and got him to prescribe for me.

Q. Were you in any other way ill-treated before the election 3—A. Yes,
sir. I bhad my house brick-batted, aud I had threatening letters in my
piazza directed to me, sir; cursing me for a damn black Democrat son of
a biteh.

Q. Have you got the letter 1—A. Yes, sir.

H. Mis, 11—5
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(Letter produced and objected to by counsel for the contestee on the
grouud that'an anonymous communication caunot be introduced as evi-
dence.)

The following is a copy of the letter produced :

*“BEAUFORT, S. C., October 10, 1876.

¢“Abramn P. Jenkins: You dam Democrat sunverbitch, how dare yon
to go Democrat ; if you don’t change your political opinion by Saturday
night we will kill you; but you must walk very strate; if not we will
kill you, ifit is not until 6 months. We want Smawls to be our Congress-
man, and you vote for Tilman. We are going to vote for Hayse and
Wheeler and the. I dare you going around and telling the people
to vote for Tilman aud Hendrix. If we can’t get you before the election,
we will get you after it, if it is six months to come.”

The letter is hereunto anuexed as an exbhibit and marked ¢ M. R. C.,
Exhibit 1.7
Cross-examined by W. J. Whipper, counsel for contestee :

Q. How many colored members did you say were in the Beaufort
Democratic club ¥—A. Between thirty and forty.

Q. You were one of those members I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How do you tell that there was between thirty and forty?!—A. I
tell by counting. .

Q. If you tell by counting, why is it that you cannot tell the exact
number #—A. About two weeks before the election we counted up the
colored members and there was thirty-five, and after that some more
joined. '

! Q. How do you know that there was fifty-five members of the Ladies’
Island club?—A. That was the roll brought over to us by the president
of the club.

Q. You were at Ladies’ Island on election-day ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your business there 1—A. My business was there to try
to get as many votes as I conld for the Democratic party.

Q. You were distributing Democratic tickets also 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you molested in any way that day *—A. I was molested by
having agood deal of abuse by some of the men.

Q. Was there any violence or threats used against you that day or
against any of your party; if so, what were they, and by whem —A.
‘There was no striking, but there was a good deal of cursing and abusing.
If we give a man a Democrat ticket they would snatch it out of their
hands, and after they agreed to vote my ticket and was on their way
going to the box.

Q. Well, that was all that was done in the way of threats and vio-
lence, was it I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you at any time go in the gate of this inclosure where the
- voting was going on ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You could goin and out as you pleased, couldn’t you?—A. Yes,
sir; I could go in and out, but was afraid also—was pretty timid.

Q. Don’t you know a man could go in there without showing his
ticket, it he wanted to1—A. Well, they make them show it.

Q. What means did they use to make a man show his ticket I—A.
They speak to themn; says ** Less see your ticket;” hold a man and says,
+¢ Less see your ticket.”

Q. Did they make any threats or use any violence to make a man
show his ticket before going in the gate; if so, who done it, and to whom
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was it done?—A. The men of the Republican party. They done it to
:)hree %r four men thero that I don’t know the names; I just know them
y sight.

Q. In what did this violence consist —A. Consist of talking, carsing.

Q. What were the threats inade ¥ —A. They said you can’t vote for no
Democrat. We ain’t going to allow no colored men to vote for a Demo-
crat.

Q. Wero the six men that voted the Demoeratic ticket over there that
day disturbed in any way ¥—A. They was, sir; they cursed them as
same as they do the rest, but they went through and voted.

Q. You stated that there were three meun on Ladies’ Island that would
have voted the Democratic ticket. Who were they, and how were they
prevented I—A. One of them by name of Lauten. I dow’t kuow his
other name. He said if he could not vote for who he pleased he would
not vote at all. I don’t know the names of the other two.

Q. Was there anything more doue to them than was dove to the
rest 1—A. No, sir; they was pulling them and take their ticket out of
their hand.

Q. You say that yon were threatened here by Amos Barnes before
election. How long before election was it —A. On the 26th of October.
Q. Was that your first difficulty with Amos Barnes I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did not that grow out of a personal difficulty, and had no refer-
ence to politics in the first instance ¥—A. It did not, sir. I and him
was very triendly up to that day.

Q. Do you mean to swear that it was not about personal relations
that this thing started *—A. It was not, sir.

Q. Then you mean to say it started purely out of politics —A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Who commenced this attack, Barnes or yourself {—A. Barnes, sir.

Q. Did not you call Barnes a son of a bitch, at his shop, on one occa-
sion,and at Crofut’s store, before he whipped you ou the Green {—A. Idid
not, until after he cursed me. Then I turned it back to him.

Q. Did not you have him arrested and taken Lefore the United States
court for intimidation #—A. I did, sir.

Q. You went before the grand jury there, did not you —A. Yes, sir.

Q. And your case was thrown out, was not it +—A. The grand jury
broughtin no bill at that court, but 1t is not done yet; we will have it
over again at the nexy term of court.

Q. Who was that man thh Barnes when he whipped you ¥—A. I do
not know who he was.

Q. How long was it after electlon that you were whipped $—A. Be-
tween three weeks and s month after. 1t was on the 3d of December.

Redirect:

Q. Why was it that you did not prosecute Barnes before the State
court !—A. Because it was intimidation against the United States elec-
tion; and becaunse I could not get justice in the State courts.

Q. Why couldn’t you get justice in the State courts #—A. Because
they were all Republican officers and a Democrat could not get justice.

A, P. JENKINS,

Sworn to before me this 22d day of February, A. D. 1877,
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

M. R. COOPLR.

Adjourned to 3 o'clock p. m
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ExHIBIT 1, M. R. C.

BEATFORT, S. O., Oct. the 10, 1876.

Abram P. Jenkins, you dam Democrat sunverbitch, how dare sucha
dam black negro like youn to go Democrat; if you don’t change your
political opinion by Saturday night we will kill you; but you must walk
very strate, if not we will kill you, if it is not until 6 months. We want
Smawls to be our Congressmon and you vote for Tilmon ; we are going
to vote for Hayse and Wheller; and the idear you going around and
telling the people to vote for Tilmon and Hendrix ; it we can’t get yon
before the election we will get you after, if it is six mouths to come.

ABRAM P. JENKINS.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :
BEAUFORT, S. C., February 22, 1877.
H. G. JuDD, a witness of legal age produced by contestant, upon due

notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by contestant’s counsel:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—An-
swer. H. G. Judd, Beaufort, South Carolina; attorney at law; fifty-four
years old. :

Q. How long have you resided at Beaufort 2—A. Since the 17th of
March, 1862.

Q. Where did you reside previously #—A. The last five years previous
in the State of Vermont; pievious to that in New York and other Nortb-
ern States.

Q. What official position have you lately occupied in this State; from
what time to what time, if any ¥—A. I have been clerk of the court of
common pleas and general sessions in this county from the 1st of Sep-
tember, 1868, to the evening of the 6th of February, instant.

Q. Please state whether any, and what, oaths of the commissioners
and managers of election for the general election held on the 7th day of
November last were filed in your said office ?—A. The oaths of the three
commissioners, Dr. Wilder, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. J. W. Brown, were
duly filed on the 26th or 27th of October last ; other than those, no oaths
of the officers of the last election were filed. I was under the impression
that others had been filed, but, after investigation, find that no others
were filed.

Q. Do you state that the oath of office of none of the managers of the
saud election prescribed by the constitution were filed in your office as
county clerk —A. In referring to the impression of my mind, spoken of
in answer to the previous question, I found that none were filed except-
ing the three commissioners’ oaths.

Q. Is your office also known as the office of the county clerk 3—A. It
is, and has hitherto bad a sign with those words on the door.

Q. Do you keep a book for entering and the filing of papers in your
office, and were any of the oaths of said managers of election entereil
therein as filed —A. I do keep a book. It is called the file-book, and
the oaths of managers of election were not filed therein.

Q. At what precinct were you at on the day of the general election in
November last #—A. From half past ten in the morning nuntil half past
twelve, I was about fifty yards from the brick church on Saint Helena
Island—Brick Church precinct.
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Q. Do you know whether or not the voters at that precinet were sworn
before they voted 3—A. I do not.

Q. Did you see them sworn ¥—A. I did not; nor hear them.

Q. Were you in a position to see that they were sworn?—A. I could
see the voters, but saw no manager. I could not hear, nor could not see.

Q. Is there any circumstance connected with the voting from which
you could judge whether they were sworn or not ?

(Question objected to by counsel for contestee, on the grouud that it
is simply asking an opinion and not for his own knowledge.)

A. There is this: that voters, with ballots in their hands, followed
each other so rapidly in depositing their votes that I could not see how
an oath could be administered, unless it were doue collectively.

Q. Was there any violence at that precinct on that day; if so, by
whom, toward whom 7—A. I saw but one act of personal violence. I
could not name the parties who committed the act, a8 there were at leass
twenty engaged. The party who was assaulted was known to me as
Freeman. His clothing was very vearly all torn off his back; his coat
entirely torn off.

Q. What was the cause of this violence 3—A. The ounly words I heard
used were, “ Damn the Democrat,” and *“We won’t have any of those
damued votes used here.”

Q. To what party did Freeman belong?—A. From my own knowledge,
1 am unable to say.

Q. To what party did he belong by geuneral reputation %

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. T havesince known him to be classed as a Democrat. It was patent
to me there at the time that he was a Democrat, and was abused on that
account.

Q. Were his assailants white or colored Democrats or Republicans?—
A, They were all colored, and I believe them to be all Republicans.

Q. What tinally became of Ireeman?—A. The last I saw of him he
was cared for by several of the colored men who appeared to be very
quiet, who went down toward the white church with him, picking up
the pieces of clothing as he went along,

Q. Were there any threats or curses made against Democrats at that
precinct —A. I heard no threats beyond the expression already made
use of, ¢“That no damn Democrats should vote here,” which were con-
stantly repeated in various ways.

Q. Do you remember the result of the vote at that precinct; how
many whites, how many colored, and how many Republicans and how
many Democrats{—A. I think there were about twenty white votes and
about seven hundred colored. I could not say how many Democrats or
bow many Republicans. .

Q. Please state the number of white and colored voters respectively
on the following islands: Saint Helena; Ladies’; Port Royal, outside of
the towns of Beaufort and Port Royal; Paris Island, and Hilton Head.
I'mean the usual voting population ?

(Question objected to, as it will include polling-precincets not specifi-
cally mentioned in notice of contest, as required by law.)

A. On Baint Helena about one thousand colored and twenty-four
%hites. Ladies’ Island, embracing several small islands, three hundred
and twenty-five colored and from five to seven whites. Port Royal Is-
land, outgide of Beaufort town and Port Royal, six hundred and thirty
colered and about ten whites. Paris Island, two hundred and fifty col-
ored and five whites. Hilton Head, four hundred and thirty colored
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and twelve whites. I wish to be understood that these numbers are ap-
proximate to the truth, as many are in the habit of voting at precincts
other than their own.

Q. Please state the distances between the following precinets: Coffin’s
Point to Brick Church, Brick Church to Woodlawn, Woodlawn to Beau-
fort, Beaufort to Port Royal, Beaufort to Myrtle Bush, Myrtle Bush to
Gray’s Hill, Myrtle Bush to Port Royal, Port Royal to Paris Island 1—
A. From Coffiv’s Point to Brick Church, five miles; Brick Church to
Woodlawn, eight miles; Woodlawn to Beaufort, three miles; Beaufort
to Port Royal, five miles; Beaufort to Myrtle Bush, six miles; Myrtle
Bush to Gray’s Hill, seven miles; Myrtle Bush to Port Royal, about two
miles; Port Royal to Paris Island, two and a half miles.

Q. Under the election laws of this State are voters required to vote
at their nearest precinct, or can they vote at any one precinct in the
county $—A. They can vote at auy one precinct in the county.

Q. If repeating were practiced on these sea islands, would it be possi-
ble to prevent it under the existing laws and circumstaunces or to detect
it #—A. I think it would be utierly impossible to prevent or to detect it.

Q. Please state the iucrease in the vote of this county at the last gen-
eral election over that of any previous election.—A. In round numbers
it was thirty-two bundred over the highest vote ever cast before in the
county.

Cioss-examined by counsel for contestee:

Q. You state that the vote is thirty-two hundred more than was ever
cast before; do you speak from statistics or from recollection I—A.
Partly from each.

Q. Has there been a Democratic ticket run in this county since recon-
struction, or any ticket tbat would naturally call out the Democratic
vote I—A. In 1872, what was known as the bolter’s ticket was run, and
I think it called out a good number of Democratic votes, although the
ticket was not technically called a Democratic ticket.

Q. Were the bolters, by their platforms and their candidates or cam-
paign speeches, less radical in 1572 than the party known as the regu-
lars ?—A. I think that they were. Led by such men as Mr. Towmlinson,
I think they were.

Q. Have you any me: ns of knowing what number of Democrats sup-
ported the bolter’s ticket in 1872 1—A. I have none.

Q. Is tbat the only election in your judgwent that would have been
likely to call out the Democratic vote since reconstruction I—A. I think
there was a good deal of feeling in 1870, which would naturally bring
out agood many Democratic votes,and that those votes would be brought
out more on the color question.

Q. Were not the gubernatorial candidatesand Congressional candidates
in this State in the years 1870,1872, and 1874, in other words, every elec-
tion since recoustruction, except 1876, open and avowed Republicaus at
the time of their candidacy, and are they not the same to-day, so many
of them as are living #—A. They did and do profess to be Republicaus.

Q. What, if anything, is the increased Republicau vote in this county
over any past election I—A. 1 can’t answer that question.

Q. What if anything has been the Democratic vote in this county be-
fore 1876 I—A. 'I'here being no straight-out Democratic ticket, I cannot
answer.

Q. Was not the campaign in 1876 of such a character as to bring out
all the available strength of both parties ¥—A. I think it was, unques-
tionably.

Q. What oatls are usually filed in the office of clerk of court in elec-
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tion 7—A.. In 1870 and in 1872, I think very nearly all the oaths of com-
missioners and managers were filed, and in 1874 about two-thirds of
the managers, and all the commissioners, and in this latter case they
were filed by the commissioners as they came in.

Q. Who, if any one, is required by law to file the oaths of the man-
agers —A. I think it is the managers themselves.

Q. Is there such an office known to the law as clerk of the county §—
A. I thiok it is not & statutory term, although used in the statutes, I
think in this very case the term is used.

Q. You have stated that it was your impression that these oaths were
filed, but when you searched for them they could not be found; was it
possible for them to be abstracted from your oftice #—A. Yes, it was
possible, but in my mind not probable, for they were in an obscure place.

Q. Did it ever occur to you whether or not the voters at Brick Church
precinct, Saint Helena, were or were not sworn before yon were called
on to testify in this case I—A. I can safely say it did. It occurred to
me immediately.

Q. Did it occur to you at the time ?—A. This occurred to me: that it
was W(:]n(}erful if any one could read the oaths so fast. Yes; I can safely
say it did.

Q. Has it not been the custom, and at Saint Helena particularly, to
swear the voters in squads, without regard to number 7—A. I can’t say
as to Saint Helena particularly, but I have seen them sworn in squads
at Beaufort precinct.

Q. You state that you were about fifty yards from where the voting
was going on; were you in company or conversation with anybody ; if
so, who 7—A. No particular conversation with any one.

Q. How long were you sitting in that positiont—A. About two hours.

Q. You state that you saw one act of violence at that time; do you
know what gave rise to that act of violence1—A. I do not, except by
inference from the words used.

Q. You state that it was upon a man by the name of Freeman, his
first name you do not know; at what place does he reside’in Saint He-
lena?—A. I do not know his residence, but think it to be Land’s End.

Q. Please describe the man, his business at that time, since, and for
soine reasonable time before.—A. He is a stout, strong man, broad face,
uncommonly full face. I don’t know his business, and he was distribaot-
ing Democratic votes that day. I don’t know what business he was or
is in at present.

Q. Are you well acquainted with the people from the island 1—A.
Yes, generally; most of the younger men that are growing up now; I
don’t know their names.

Q. Do you know any of those that were engaged in this melee 1—A.
I do pot. It began in among so many that I could not distinguish any
of them.

Q. Do you know whether it grew out of any political differences or
pot—this disturbance ¥—A. I only know from what I heard: “Damn
the Democrats—we won’t have any of them votes here.” I only know
what could be inferred from their language.

Q. Do you know whether this attack was made upon him by a Re-
publican or Democrat {—A. No, I do not.

H. G. JUDD.
Sworn to before me this 22d day of February, 1877.
[sEAL.| M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

The examination is adjourned to 9 o’clock a. m. to-morrow.
M. R. COOPER.
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In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OoF SoUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:
BEAUFORT, February 23, 1877.

The examination is resume(l pursuant to adjournment.
Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant, and Alfred Williams,
counsel for contestee.

JACK FREENMAN, colored, a witness of legal age, produced by contest-
ant, upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to
questions propounded by contestant’s counsel :

Question. State your age, residence, occupation, and name.—Answer.
Jack Freeman is my name; age, about forty-seven; reside on Saint
Helena Island; my occupatlon is boating and farming.

Q. What party did you support at the last general election I—A.
Governor Hampton. The Democratic party.

Q. Were you ever cursed or abused during the campaign ; and, if 80,
by whom? I mean because of your being a Democrat.—A. Yes, sir;
the first was about the 6th of October. 1 was in the town of Beaufort.
I bad alittle talk with this fellow Morgan, a Republican, in the streets.
We had a little arguing about politics. I told him I would support
Hampton for governor; then this constable came along and said I mast
shut up, that they did not allow any Democrat to come here to speak
in Beaunfort. He was a policeman in the town. I told him I would not
shut up; that I was not disturbing the peace of the town; that I think
a Demeocrat had as much right as a Republican. Then he grabbed me
hold and said I must come on to the guard-house. I refused to go, and
the crowd gathered round me and dragged me to the guard-house. That
was about six o’clock in the afternoon, and they kept ine there until next
morning, and made e pay three dollars, or else 1 had to work on the
streets for three days.

Q. To what party did this policeman, Joe Robmson, belong t—A. To
the Republican party.

Q. To what party did all of this crowd belong ?—A. Republican party.

Q. Was anything done with Morgan !—A. No, sir. The npext time
they troubled me was on the 6th of November, the night before the
election. They had a meeting in town, and Congressman Smalls was
speaking. I asked him where was Governor Chamberlain when the riot
was in Hamburg. His reply was, * Put a corn-cob in that Democrat’s
mouth.” As soon as he said that I was crowded and knocked down and
struck with a stick. Here is the mark in my head now, aund I was
washed in blood. They then took me to the guard-house. I was there
about two or three hours, and some gentlemen, Mr. Kressel, Mr. Elliott,
and some others, came there and took me out and brought we to Mr.
Harrison’s store, und gave me something to put on the wound, and then
I went down to get my boat to start for howe, and they Lad stolen all
my sail and oars and had n.y boat sunk full of water. I then got in with
Mr. Van Ness and two other men, and went cross the ferry and went
cross to Saint Helena.

Q. How big a crowd attacked you on this occasion #—A. Sowme eight
or ten, as well as I could see ; they had me covered.

Q. How many times were you struck ¥—A. I was struck twice on the
head with a stick ; here is the mark now. Some three or four struck me
with their fists,
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Q. Were these men Republicans or Democrats 1—A. Well, they claim
to be Republicans, far as I know. .

Q. Were any of those that struck you arrested ¥—A. No, sir ; I never
seen any ; I was put in a room by myself. I never seen any arrested.

Q. Were any threats made against you during the campaign because
you were a Democrat 9—A. No more than what I have stated already.

Q. Were threats made against Democrats generally I—A. At that
time they stated to me that they would not let Democrats speak.

Q. Was anything said what would be doune with Democrats for voting
the Democratic ticket i—A. No, sir; they vnever said anything to me.

Q. Was anything said to other Democrats $—A. I don’t know, sir; I
never heard them say.

Q. Was anything said about putting Democrats through, or such lan-
guage 3—A. They didu’t use that to me, uo more than what I stated.

Cross-examined by counsel for contestee:

Q. Did you vote on the day of the election #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did you vote I—A. I voted for Governor Hampton.

Q. State where it was ¥—A. On Saint Helena.

Q. This attack that you speak of was made upon you at a Republi-
can meeting, was it not ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You had interrupted the meeting by asking questions, had you
noti—A. Well, I did not think it was interrupting; I only asked that
question.

Q. It was at this meeting that you were told that they would not
allow Democrats to speak, was it not #—A. No;that was the time when
the policeman arrested me.

Q. Were you tried the next morning after your arrest by the town
authorities I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long was that prior to the election ¥—A. I think it was the
G6th or 7th of October. It was in that month. .

Q. You say at the meeting you were attacked by eight or ten persons
who claimed to be Republicans. Please give their names 1—A. I could
ot tell; the crowd was so big. I only heard Smalls speak. I know it
wasthe marshal and policeman that carried me to the guard-house. .

Q. Then these persons who made the attack upon you were officers of
the peace, were they 1—A. No.

Q. How do you know whether they were Democrats or Republicans ?
Had you any conversation with them before the attack 3I—A. No, sir;
I bad no conversation with them. I only judge it to be. As soon as
Smalls said, ¢ Put a corn-cob in that Democrat’s wmouth,” they crowded
me. That is how I know.

Q. Had you not bad some difficulty with some person in the crowd
lf:efore these parties attacked you!—A. No, sir; only what I stated at

rat.
~ Q. Bave you not seen just such quarrels among Republicans at meet-
ings I—A. No, sir; I never seen just such one as this on me—ten or
twenty men get up on one.

Q. How do you wish to be understood ¥ Was there eight or ten, or
ten or twenty $—A. As far as I could see, I judge it to be abont ten;
may be more.

Q. This was at a Republican meeting where there was several hun-
dred present, was it not 3—A. Was at a Republican meeting, sir.

Q. Large attendance 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. 130 you know who it was that struck you 3—A. No, sir; I could
not tell.
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Q. In this crowd of eight or ten there were several Democrats that
came to your assistance, were there not I—A. No, sir. After the fuss
they did. Mr. Kressel and others took me out of the guard-house.

Q. If you djd not know any of the crowd that attacked you, how do
you know that there were no Democrats among them !—A. I only judge
by the word of Swmalls that they were Republicans.

Q. Were there other Democrats at that meeting ¥—A. 1 never seen
any. After I was taken out of the guard-house, I saw Mr. Kressel
and several others. .

Q. Then you only supposed these persons who attacked you to be
Republicans because they attacked you at a Republican meeting I—A.
I judge it to be by the word of Smalls. As soon as he said, ¢ Put a
corn-cob in that Democrat’s mouth,” I was struck.

Q. Name some persons whom you saw at that meeting.—A. On the
stand I seen Smalls, Bamfield, Sammy Green, Lawrence, and there was
seven or eight hundred men there. I could not tell.

Q. You say you saw Mr. Kressel and Mr. Van Ness there I—A. After-
wards I did.

Q. Now, name some others that were there.—A. I couldv’t. There
was so many. I saw hundreds. It was in the night. I couldn’t see.

Q. Who was it arrested you on that night. Give his name.—A. Joe
Coben, marshal, was one.

Q. Do you know how many voters there are on Saint Helena Isl-
and ¥—A, No, sir; I never have taken any particular accouut of them.

Q. Do you know whether it is a large Republican precinct or not I—
A. I believe it is a large Republican precinct.

Q. What ticket did you vote at that precinct the day of election —
A. I voted for Governor Hampton—the Democratic ticket.

JACK FREEMAN.

Sworn and subscribed: to before me this 23d day of February, A. D.
18717.
[SEALL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.
eAdjourned to 3 o’clock p. m. -
M. R. COOPER.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:

Examination is here resumed, pursnant to adjournment, 3 o’clock p. m.,
23d February, 1877:

S. J. BAMPFIELD, a witness of legal age, produced by coutestant, upon
due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by counsel for contestant:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
8. J. Bampfield; age, tweuty-seven; reside in the town of Beanfort. I
:(a}m clerk of the court of common pleas and general sessions of Beaufort

ounty.

Q. How long have you held that office ?—A. I succeeded Mr. Judd
the 13th of this month.

Q. Is your office also known as county clerk ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there on file in your office the oaths of the commissioners and
managers of election for the general election held on the 7th day of
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November last, or any of them ¥—A. The oaths of the three commis-
sioners are on record, bat none of the managers.

Q. Do you testify after examination of your file-book and other official
records ¥—A. My attention was especially called to the oaths of the
commissioners by Mr. Judd, who said the others were not there. I bave
made no personal examination.

(The witness was here called upon to produce his file-book and other
official papers relatiug to the filing of the oaths of commissioners and
managers of eiection, and the same are produced.)

Q. Please state whether you have examined your file-book and other
official records, and whether you find any other oaths than those abeve
stated bave been filed in your office.—A. I have examined, and the only
papers I tind in connection with the late election are these three oaths
of the commissioners of election. There is no evideoce of auny others
baving been filed.

Cross examined by Alfred Williams, couusel for contestee:

Q. State whether or not you know if these managers’ oaths were ever
filed in your oftice.—A. I understood Mr. Judd that they were brought
there for filing, and were taken away again.

(Objected to.)

Q. Did Mr.Judd make that statement to you in turning over the office
to you by way of accounting for these oaths?

(Objected to.)

A. After receiving the subpeena to bring the official records lhere, I
spoke to Mr. Judd about it, and iu explavation I anderstood him to say
that they were brought there, and the clerk of the board, Mr. Laws, said
that be wanted them for some purpose and took them into his office.

Q. Did you su(,ceed Mr. Judd to the office of clerk of the courti—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Please consult your file-book and state whether or not it has been
the custom to file such oaths in that book.

(Objected to.)

A. I find nothing in the file-book relating to the elections.

Q. Is it unusual to allow papers on file in the clerk’s office to be taken
out LY responsible persons with the promise to return them *—A. I have
only held the office from the 13th of this wonth, and could not an-
swer from my personal knowledge.

Q. : hy was it that you did not enter upon the discharge of your
duties as clerk of the court until the 13th of the present month ¥—
A. Because Mr. Judd formerly refused to turn over the office, claiming
that the election for couuty ofticers held on the 7th of November was
onauathorized, and never turned it over to me until the suprewme court
declared that the election was valid.

Q. State whether or not Mr. Judd was a candidate for clerk of the
court at the last election ¥—A. He wasy, sir.

Q. Was he defeated —A. He was, sir.

Q. Upon what ticket was he a candidate $—A. Upon the Democratic
ticket.

Redirect :
Q. Were you elected to your present position at the last election, and
on what ticket1—A. I was; on the Republican ticket.
Q. Do you reside with bougressman Smalls, the contestee in this
case 1—A. I do, sir.
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Q. Did Mr. Judd state to you that all the oaths of the managers had
been filed ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Did he state that a partounly had been filed I—A. My recollection
is that he used the word * papers.” He did not say ‘““oaths” especially.
He stated that in reply to a question of mine as to where I could find
the records of the election.

Q. Did he say that any oaths of the managers had been filed in his
office —A. No, sir. I did not ask especially for the oaths.

Q. Do you not know that he was referring to the statement of the
result of the election, which Mr. Laws had filed in his office 7—A. No,
sir; I do not.

S. J. BAMPFIELD.

Sworn to before me this 23d day of February, A. D. 1877.
[SEAL.] : M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

The examination is adjourned to 9 o’clock a. m. to-morrow.
M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :

LAw BUILDING, BEAUFORT, S. C,,
February 24, 1877.
Examination is resumed, pursuant to adjournment.
Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant, and Alfred Williams,
counsel for contestee.

JoHN F. PoRTEOUS, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant,
upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to ques-
tions propounded by counsel for contestant:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—An-
swer. John F. Porteous ; age, fifty-one; reside on Saint Helena Island
in this county ; school-teacher by occupatioun.

Q. At what precinct were you at the general election held ou the 7th
of November last, and in what capacity —A. At Gray’s Hill precinct,
and was United States supervisor of election.

Q. What time did you arrive, and when did you leave —A. We ar-
rived about half past 6 o’clock in the morning, and left about 11 o’clock
that night.

Q. When were the polls opened and when closed —A. Opened at
half past 6 in the morning and closed at 6 in the evening.

Q. Please state whether any violence occurred at the polls, and by
whom, toward whom ¥—A. The voting proceeded very quietly for an
hour or two when the negroes became very violent, declaring that it
was a Republican poll, and that they would allow no Democrat to have
anything to do with it. I heard themn say that neither I nor Mr. Van
Ness (the other Democratic white person that was there) should return
to Beaufort with our lives, and that any negro who was fool enough to
vote the Democratic ticket should have his brains knecked out. The
only white man who came there to vote, that I saw, said to me, that he
was afraid to go up to vote on account of the crowd there, fearing his
life. -

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)
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After the voting was done they crowded into the house while the
votes were being connted, and were so violent in their manner, swearing
that they would show that it was a Republican place, and no Democrat
should Le allowed there, that I was obliged to call on Mr. Samuel
Greene, Robert Hamilton, and other head men of the Republican party,
to keep them quiet for us to get through with our labors.

Q. Did the white man that you speak of vote at that precinct ¥—A.
No, sir; he did not.

Q. How large a crowd was present at the poll at the time this dis-
tarbauce was going on ¥—A. Ishould say between three and four hun-
dred ; I could not say accurately.

Q. Was apny violence done towards you? If so, describe it.—A. I
went out of the door and was speaking to one or two of them about
bistory, answering their questions, when I was violently accosted by one
or two of them, and asked why I had come out there to cheat them, and
I was set upon then by some fifty or sixty of them, and hustled and
otherwise roughly treated, until by the aid of some of the older negroes
present, I got back into the house where the ballot-box was being kept.

Q. Did you inform them of your positioe as United States supervi-
sor —A. Directly, as I was violently accosted in this manper that I
speak of, I took out my instructions and attempted to read them to them,
when it was snatched from my band by a negro and taken away, and I
saw no more of them.

Q. After you got back into the house did you again venture out 1—A.
No, not again.

Q. From the demeanor of the crowd, what, in your opinion, would
have been done with you if you had come out ?

(Objected to.)

A. They said if I went out they would kill me. It is nota matter of
opinion.

Q. Were any curses made against Mr. Van Ness and yourself? If so,
state what they were.—A. We were called damn rebel Democrats, and
threatened that our lives would be taken; that we shouldn’t leave that
place alive.

Q. What position did Mr. Van Ness occupy ¥—A. Manager of the
election—one of the managers of the election.

Q. Did you leave there before the crowd dispersed —A. No. When
we left there the crowd had dispersed.

Q. Were you, or not, prevented by this violence from properly dis-
charging the duties of your office I—A. I was for some time.

Q. Were threats made generally against Democrats! If so, what
were they I—A. As I bave stated in the beginning, threats were made
that no Democrat should vote at that poll.

Q. Were these threats made openly, and how often, and by how
many I—A. Opeuly, repeatedly, and by a good many.

Q. By what party —A. By the Republican party.

Q. Was it safe for a man to vote the Democratic ticket openly 1—A.
No, it was not; decidedly not.

Q. Was it possible for a colored man to vote the Democratre ticket
openly !—A. Yes, it was possible, but not safe.

Q. Were the crowd ar:ed in any way ¥—A. They were armed with
sticks an! clabd. I saw no fire-arms.

Q. Prior to the election, did you hear any threats against Democrats ¢
If so, state what they were, and how frequently made.—A. On the Sat-
urday previously to the election I was told by a young man out here at
the Swamp plantation that his company meant to go to the polis on the
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day of the election to prove that it was a Republican poll and not a
Democrat. I asked them what poll they were going to. They said,
¢« Gray’s Hill.”

(Objected to.)
Cross-examined by Alfred Williams, counsel for contestee :

Q. You say the voting proceeded quietly for an hour or two, when the
negroes became violent; what was the cause of that violence 1—A.
They declared that they were being cheated by the Democrats.

Q. Did they not at that time discover un imitation of the Republican
ticket with the names upon it of the Democratic candidates?—A.
Whether they had just discovered it or not I don’t know, but they said
the Democrats had tried to cheat them with false tickets.

Q. Was this ticket such a close imitation of the regalar Repnblican
ticket that any person who could not read would be deceived into
voting it 7—A. Yes, it was.

Q. Then this dissatisfaction arose through fear that some of the per-
sons had voted this ticket throngh mistake, did it not ¥—A. I have no
means of saying yes or no. They said that they were being cheated,
but they did not say that any had been cheated.

Q. Do you know of anybody who was prevented or obstructed in cast-
ing their vote at that precinct on the day of election f—A. 1 know of
this white man certainly, and I know of several negroes who told me
they were going to vote there, but I don’t know whether they voted or
not.

Q. Who was this white man #—A. A Mr. Hammond, a section-master
on the Port Royal Railroad.

Q. Do you know where he resided prior to his employment on the
Port Royal Railroad *—A. No; I do not.

Q. Do you know whether or nof he was legally qualified to vote in
the State of South Carolina ¥—A. [ know he was a South Carolinian.
He had been in the confederate war. He was a soldier.

Q. Do you not know that he was a citizen of the State of Georgia
and disqualified to vote in this State t—A. No; I do not know that, and
I don’t believe that.

Q. Do you wish to be understood as swearing positively that he was
not a citizen of the State of Georgia I—A. No; I douot swear anything
of the kind. I state my belief, but not my knowledge.

Q. State whether or not you know that Mr. Hammond has a family
and where they reside.—A. Yes; he bas a family, and I know where
they reside.

Q. Where?—A. He resides near five miles from (rras s Hill, on the
railroad. He has a house there and a wife and some children.

Q. How was he prevented from voting? Did anybody assault him or
offer any violence to him?—A. I saw no attempt to assaunlt him, but
they were 8o violent at the window where they were voting that he was
afraid to go up—violent in their threats that no Democrat should go
there.

Q. Were any Democratic votes cast at Gray’s Hill on the day of the
election 7—A. Yes; there were nine.

Q. Do you kuow how many Democratic voters there are at that pre-
cinct I—A. No; I do not.

Q. Do you know of any other besides Mr. Hammond who was pre-
vented from voting on the day of the election I—A. Of my own knowl-
edge I do not,

Q. Whea this violence was offered you, were you strack Dy any one 1—
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A. I did not feel any blow ; but when I came out my hand was bleeding
as if it had been struck or scratcbed.

Q. Then, at the time you were hustled, you were having an argument
with persons in the crowd, were you not #—A. No; I had not. It was
Jjust before this rough treatment that my instructions had been torn out
of my hands.

Q. What were these questions of history? What did they relate
to?!—A. The questions were whether or not it was not Capt. John Spmith
that first brought slavery to this country. My answer was that what
history tells us Capt. John Smith was long before slavery; that he was
one of the first settlers of Virginia.

Q. It was at the time of this historical discussion on slavery that you
were violently accosted, was it not3—A. Noj it was after that.

Q. Was it any part of your duty as superviser of election to discuss
historical questions at the polls 1I—A. Noj; it was not, nor did I discuss
them. They ignorantly asked me the question, which I had the knowl-
edge to answer.

Q. Did you offer to distribute any tickets on the dav of the election —
A. [ did not. I took some tickets trom Mr. Van Ness as a politeness,
and put them on the window, and said here are tickets that you can
vote if you like; not that youn must vote, but simply that here are tickets
that you can vote.

Q. Were these tickets printed in imitation of the Republican tickets
and likely to deceive 1—A. I did not observe these tickets at all; I did
not know whether they were Republican or Democratic tickets; I asked
no questions about them, but I simply put them on the window.

Q. Was Mr. Van Ness a Republican or Democrat in politics I—A. So
far as I know he voted with the Democratic party in this election; that
is, he worked with them, and I suppose he voted with them.

Q. Did you vote ou the day of election, and where ?—Yes; I voted at
Gray’s Hill.

Q. What ticket 7—The Democratic ticket.

Q. You say that you called on Samuel Green and other head men of
the Republican party to quiet the crowd. Did they act willingly 1—A.
I called npon thew as the United States official at that polls, and they
acted willingly.

Q. Are you well known at Gray’s Hill precinct I —A. I am.

Q. Please give the names of some of the fifty or sixty whom you say
hustled and otherwise ill-treated yon{—A. I am not able to do so.

Q. Do you wish to be understood as stating positively that Mr. Ham-
mond did not vote on the day of election, or that you did not see him
vote?*—A. I wish to be understood as saying poxmvelv that he did not
vote at the Gray’s Hill poll, as it was unsafe, in his opinion, to do so.
It was clearly uusafe, from what he saw, to do so.

Q. Did any one attempt to strike Mr. Hammond, or offer him any
injury 9—A. He was-not assaulted or struck by any one, but he way
afraid to go up to vote.

Q. Who was it that said if you went out they would kill you 3—A. It
was said by the crowd outside, by no one person particularly, but by

the crowd.
JNO. F. PORTEOUS.

18Sworn and subscribed to before me this 24th day of February, A. D.
7.
[sEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.
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Redirect: :
. Q. Did you offer any of these imitation tickets to voters?—A. No;
. I did not.

Q. Was there any person at the polls distributing Democratic tickets
of any kind 7—A. No; there was not to my knowledge.

Q. Were there or not more than one kind of Republican tickets at the
polis?—A. I can’t say that there was, I think there was, but I am not
sure. There was one printed in red ink, and I think there was one in
darker ink.

Q. Do you know whether or not the violence at the polls kept any one
from voting the Democratic ticket besides Hammond I—A. No; I do
not know. What I believe is another thing, but I do not knov.

Q. What is your belief on the subject ?

(Objected to.)

A. I believe that there were. ,

JNO. F. PORTEOUS.

Sworn to before me and sabscribed this 24th day of February, A. D.
1877.
[SEAL.] ) M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Swmalls for a seat
in the United States Congress.

STATE OF SouTH CAROLINA,
County- of Beaufort:
LAw BUILDING, BEAUFORT, 8. C.,
February 24, 1877,

The examination is resumed, pursuant to adjournment.

WiLLIAM PRICE, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant, upon
due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by counsel for coutestant:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
My name is William Price; 1 am about twenty-four years old ; I reside
at this time out here at the Atlantic Saw Mills; I have been working at
the mills.

Q. At what precinet did you vote at the election in November last—
A. At Gardiner’s Corner precinct. ,

Q. What ticket did you vote ¥—A. The Democratic ticket.

Q. Did the crowd see what ticket you voted —A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what happened immediately after you voted.—A. Directly
after I voted there was some fifteen or twenty of them that said they
were going to take me up and whip me for voting the Democratic
ticket. I told them if they wanted to whip me, to go abead ; that they
were more than me, one ; that I could not do anytbing with the party
of them. They followed me from Gardiner’s Corner to Sheldon Station,
and I believe with the intention of whipping me.

Q. Who were those men—white or colored ! Democrats or Repub-
licans 7—A. They were colored Republicans.

Q. Did they bhave weapons of any kind !—A. Some of them had
switches.

Q. Did you leave Gardiner’s Corner immediately, and how did you
leave *—A. I left immediately, on horseback.

Q. Did they follow you to Sheldon Station —A. Yes, sir.
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Q. How far is Sheldon Station from Gardiner’s Corner i—A. The best
I can tell, it is about a mile and a half.

Q. Where were you and what were you doing when they got to the
station f—A. I was in the stable, feeding and attending to my horse.

Q. State what occurred there —A. They came up and asked where [
was, and they told them I was in the stable. They came to the stable
and said they were goiug to take me out and whip me also for voting
the Democratic ticket. I told them if they wanted to whip me to just
fire away, and that I was not afraid of them or any of the crowd.

Q. Do yon know any of these men ?—A. Yes, sir; I know two of
them ; oue named Billy Heyward, and Jacob Cuthbert.

Q. What kept them.from carrying out their threats ¥—A. I don’t
koow, sir, what kept them from it.

his
WIILLIAM x PRICE.

mark.
ls?rorn and subscribed to Lefore me this 24th day of February, A. D.
|SEAL] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.

The examination is here adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m.
. M. R. COOPER.

The examination is not resumed in consequence of non-appearance of
witnesses, and is hereby adjourned, to meet here on Monday, 26th in-

stant, at 9 o’clock a. m.
M. R. COOPER.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

STATE oF SOUTH CAROLINA:
County of Beaufort :
LAw BuiLDING, BEAUFORT, 8. C.,
February 26, 1877,
The examination is resumed pursuant to adjournment.
Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant,and Alfred Williams,
counsel for contestee.

H.B. VAN NESs, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant, upon
due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by contestant’s counsel :

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer,
H. B. Van Ness ; age, thir y-seven; reside in Beaufort, Beaufort County,
South Carolina ; carpenter by occupation.

Q. How long bave you resided in Beaufort County, and where did
You reside previously?—A.. I have resided in Beaufort County about
twelve years. I was born in Hudson, Columbia County, New York
State; I have always resided in that State before coming here.

. Q. Did you serve in the late war, and in what command ¥—A. I served
under Kilpatrick, in the United States Army.

Q. At what precinct were you at the election on the 7th of November
last, and in what capacity?—A. I was at Gray’s Hill precinct, and was
one of the managers of the election.

Q. Were the voters at that precinct sworn before voting, and in what

H. Mis 11—6
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way ?'—A. Yes, they were sworn; sometimes three and four at the same
time. .

Q. Was there any violence at the polls that day; if so, by whom, to-
ward whom ?—A. Yes, sir; they used Mr. Porteous pretty roughly, and
an old colored man 'll%o, named Hamilton, the Republican precinct
chairman. This was done by the colored people—the Republicans.

Q. What position did Mr. Porteoas hold 1—A. He was United States
supervisor of election at that preciuct.

Q. Please state just what was done to him®—A. They had him out
there pulling him—dragging him backward and forward with their clubs
raised over him; and 1 heard them call out, * Knock his damn brains
out;” that he was *“an old rebel and a Democrat.”

Q. Did you see Mr. Porteous attempt to read any papers to them —A.
No, sir; I did not see it.

,Q. What became of him finally #—A. They opened the back door and
got him inside of the house.

Q. Why was he taken inside of the building ¥—A. To rescue him from
this crowd.

Q. How many were in this crowd 1—A. Some two or three hundred,
or more; I don’t know exactly; there was a pretty big crowd.

Q. Did Porteous go out againi—A. No; I advised him to stay inside,
and he did not go out again until the election was over and we left for
Beaufort.

Q. What was the degree of violence and riotous conduct at the polls,
and what steps did you take in reference to it I—A. They threatened
myself and Porteous that we shouldn’t leave that building alive; *“that
if we came out there they would mash oar damn brains out and bury
us in the sand.” I then called Dick Bright and told bim he had better
take the horse and come out to Beaufort and tell them to send out troops
there to protect us; that it was not safe there. And Bright came back
and told me that he had sent in word to Beaufort for troops. If I had
thought it safe to have gone outside of the building, I would have left
and come back to Beaufort myself.

Q. Were curses made against you and Mr. Porteous i—A. Yes; they
cursed us for ¢ God damn Democrats;” that we “should never leave the
building alive.”

Q. Were any threats made against Democrats generally at the polls
that day? If so, describe them.—A. Yes; they said that no one shouid
vote the Democratic ticket there that day; that if they did, they
¢ would mash their God damn brains out and bury them right at the
polls.”

Q. These threats made to the colored men particularly?—A. Yes;
they were. There was no white men there. The only two white men 1
heard them say were there went away without voting.

. Q. Was it safe for a colored man to vote at the polls that day the
Democratic ticket ?

(Objected to.)

A. No, sir; it was not.

Q. Was the result of the election at that poll changed by this vio-
lence I—A. I could not tell, sir. If I was a colored man and wauted to
vote the Democratic ticket I would not have voted it there that day.

Q. What time did you leave the precinet that nighti—A. It mast
bhave been twelve or one o’clock. We got in here about two o’clock.

Q. What were you doing until that hour 7—A. We were counting the
votes and making out the returns.’
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Q. Did you make out and forward the proper returns1—A. I did, to
the best of my knowledge, sir.

Q. Was any application made to you subsequently to sign other
papers? If so, state what and by whom it was made.—A. Yes; some
time after Dr. Wilder brought a blank filled out for me to sign of
the election at Gray’s Hill, and stated that there had been a mistake in
the filling out of the blanks there, and that he wished me to take an
affidavit to the same, and I refused to do either. A few days after that
McGill brought the same blank to me to sign, and I told him I had no
right to sign any other returns, and I did not sign them.

Q. Who is Dr. Wilder ¥—A. He is county treasurer here, I believe.

Q. To what party did he belong, and what position did he hold in
conneetion with the election—A. I believe he belongs to the Repub-
lican party. He acts with them. I don’t know what position he held
in connection with the election.

Q. Did be read you the papers he wanted you to sign ¥—A. No, sir;
he started to read them, and I couldn’t understand them, and I told him
to let me look over them. He gave them to me; I looked over them,
and I told him 1 could not sign them ; that it was a return from Gray’s
Hill, and that I had already made the return from there.

Q. Did he show a willingness to let you have the papers for examina-
tion 1—A. Yes, sir; he did not object to my looking at the papers.

Q. Who were the other two managers at that precinct, and to what
party did they belong ¥—A. They were both Republicans. McGill did
not get there in time, and they swore in another man by the name of
Lawrence in his place. I don’t remember the nawme of the other one.

Q. Did Lawrence act as manager; aud, if so, how long 1—A.. He did;
from the time the polls opened until they closed.

Q. Who swore him in —A. Mr. Porteous.

Q. Then McGill did not act at all?—A. No, sir; he merely kept ac-
count of the vote there.

Q. Who selected Lawrence —A. The chairman of that precinct and
two or three other colored meun, all Republicans.

AQ§ Did Mr. Porteous hold any other office than that of supervisor $—

. NO, 8IT, .

Q. How long did this violence and riotous conduct at the polls con-
tinne I—A, Two or three hours.

Cross-examined by Alfred Williams, counsel for contestee:

Q. You say that you were threatened and told that you should not
leave the place alive; who made these threats *—A. Some of the colored
people outside. ,

Q. Give their names.—A [ don’t know them.

Q. Were you in the building all this time¥—A, Yes, sir.

Q. How do you know that the people outside were making threats
against youand Mr. Porteous 7—A. They cawme right to the window where
we were sitting and made them.

Q. Did they make them against you specially I—A. Yes; they did.

Q. Did you suffer any iujury or violence at their hands ¥—A. No, sir;
1 did not, becauase I didu’t give them a chance.

Q. What was it that provoked these people against you —A.. I can’t
tell you that, sir; 1 don’t know.

Q. Did you distribute any tickets at the Gray’s Hill precinct during
the election $—A. I did not distribute any ; I took tickets there but did
not distribute any. )

Q. What kind of tickets were they I—A. Democratic tickets.
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Q. Did you hand any of those tickets to Mr. Porteous, the supervisor,
for distribution I—A. I don’t rememnber whether I handed them to Mr.
Porteous or not; what I bad I either handed to Mr. Porteous to put on
the table where the ballot-box was, or I put them there myself, I don’t
know which ; that was before they commenced voting.

Q. Were not these tickets printed in imitation of Republican tickets
and likely to deceive persons who could not read —A. I don’t know
that; I don’t know whether the Democrat’s tickets were printed in im-
itation of the Republican printed in imitation of the Democrats;
they were very much alike, except the names.

Q. Were not they both printed in the same colored ink $—A. Yes; I
think they were ; in fact I never paid any attention to that at all.

Q. Were not these Demovratic tickets headed with the words ¢ Union
Republican ticket,” the same as the Republican ticket —A. I could not
say ; I took no notice of that antil the tickets were all gone,

Q. Wasnot thisviolent language caused by the discovery of these imita-
tion tickets 1— A. I could not tell you that. The fuss was oatside. The
first I knew of it was they were pulling and hauling Mr. Porteous about.
I was inside.

Q. Did you not hear them charge Mr. Porteous with trying to cheat
them ?—A. Noj; I did not hear them charge him, but they asked me if L
brought any Democratic tickets out there. I told them I did, and they
said 1 had no business to bring Democratic tickets out there for them
to vote.

b Q. Were these red tickets!—A. I had red tickets and black tickets
oth.

Q. In speaking of these tickets they referred to the red tickets
especially ; did they not —A. No; I did not understand them that it was
the Democratic ticket ; I heard that in Beaufort afterwards, though.

Q. Was there any violence used before the discovery of these Demo-
cratic tickets I—A. I don’t know ; I don’t know when they discovered
them. It was about half past eight when they commenced the row, I
should think.

Q. How long did this lond and angry talking last ¥—A. I should
think two or three hours.’ .

Q. Do you know of anybody being hart or injured during that time ¢

A. Well they hanled and jerked Mr. Porteous round; I douw’t know
whether they hurt him or not; and there was an old negro there that
they handled pretty roaghly.

Q. Do you know who he was?—A. He was the precinct chairman
there ; Hamilton, I believe, was his name.

Q. What did they charge him with I—A. I don’t know.

Q. Did you hear them say ¥—A. No; it was outside.

Q. Were there any Democratic votes polled at Gray’s Hill that day ¥—
A. Yes, sir; there were nine.

Q. Do you know how many white votes there were polled ¥—A Two.

Q. Then there must have heen seven colored men who voted the
Democratic ticket at Gray’s Hill#—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were any of those colored Democrats hurt or injured to your
knowledge 2—A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Do you know of auy person who was prevented from voting
through fear of violence at Gray’s Hill precinct on the day of the elec-
tion I—A. No, I don’t know of any one myself, only by hearsay.

Q. Did you see Mr. F. D. J. Lawrence at the polls that day 1—A.
Yes; I saw him there about tive winutes.

Q. Did you hear any of the people charge Mr. Porteous with trying
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Sqdcheat them with these red tickets —A. I did not hear them if they
id.

Q. When were you informed by Dr. Wilder that a mistake had been
made in filling out the vote at the Gray’s Hill precinct; did you make
any effort to investigate or correct the mistake I—A. i‘T I did not.
He told me that there was one blank that was not filled out correctly.
I told him if one was correct that they must all be, for T had copied one
from the other. I also told him that I did not think I had any right to
sign any blank then ; that it was after election.

Q. Was it notyourduty tomake a correct return of the votes polled
—A. I dou’t know if it was my duty to make correction after they ha
been signed by the other managers and sent in or not, and this coming
by a private authority, so I did not know what Dr. Wilder bad to do
with it. I had no right to sign it for him or any other man.

Q. Don’t you think it was your duty to correct a mistake after being
informed that a mistake had been made ?—A. I think it was my duty
to correct a mistake provided the original blank had been brought to
me and the mistake pointed out, and the other managers preseut to cor-
rect it, but not right to sign a document that was drawn up by any pri-
vate individual.

Q. Don’t you know that Dr. Wilder was oue of the commissioners of
election of Beaufort County, and appointed to canvass the votes —A.
No; I do neot.

Q. Did not Mr. McGill, one of the managers of election, inform you
that mistakes had been made $—A. No; be did vot inform me; he
said he was asked to bring that paper to me to sign; that Dr. Wilder
said there was a mistake ; and he said that he did not see anything
wrong ip the returns that we had made out.

Q. Did he say he had examined the returns 3—A. He had looked
them over before they were signed.

I (?d Did you make any inquiry into the alleged mistake ¥—A. No, sir;
1d not.

Q. State your polities, and which ticket you voted on the day of the
election, and where you voted ¥—A., I am a Democrat. 1 voted that
ticket at Gray’s Hill precinet.

Redirect :

Q. How many kinds of Republican tickets were at the polls that day —
A. There were two; a black and a red ticket.

Q. How many kinds of Democratic tickets I—A. There were two; a
a black and a red one.

H. B. VAN NESS.
18?wom and subscribed to before me this 26th day of February, A. D.
[sEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Publw.
The examination is here adjourned to half past two o’clock p. ‘.
M. R. COOPER.

In the contest between George D. T.llman and Robert Smlis for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

BraTE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :

BEAUFORT, 8. C., February 26, 1877,
The examination is resumed pursuant to adjournment.
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Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant, and counsel for con-
testee, Alfred Williams,

M. BOROK, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant upon due
notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by counsel for contestant:

Question. State your name, age, rcs:deuce, and occupation.—Answer.
My name is M. Borck. Aged sixty-three. I reside near Gray’s Hill,
Beaufort County, State of South Carolina, and I am by occupation a
storekeeper.

Q. Where did you vote at the election on the Tth of November last 1—
A. I voted in the town of Beaufort.

Q. Why did you not vote at Gray’s Hill -—A. On the 7th of Novem-
ber I got up very early and took a colored man with me and went to
Gray’s Hill to vote. I sent that colored man down to get me a Demo-
crat ticket, and while he was gone I heard them colored meun—there
was about two or three hundred of them there, thick as bees out there—
saying that if any damn Democrat come there to vote that they would
kill him. They had sticks aund clubs, and I got scared and came in to
Beaufort to vote, and brought this colored man with me, and we both
voted here in Beaufort.

Q. How far is Beaufort from Gray’s Hill 1—A. It is seven miles.

Q. Was Gibbes, this colored man, afraid to vote at Gray’s Hill t—A.
Of course; and he told me the best thing we could do was to come and
vote in Beaufort.

Q. What time did you get to Gray’s Hill precinct +—A.. I went there
soon ; about quarter of seven.

Q. Why did you go so soon?—A. I wanted to get there before the
crowd got there that is why I went so soon.

Cross-examined by Alfred Williams, counsel for contestee:

Q. Do you live in the vicinity of Gray’s Hill I—A. Yes; not quite two
miles from there.

Q. How long have you been keeping store in that neighborbood ¢—A.
About eight years.

Q. Are there many white resideuts in that vicinity $—A. No, sir;
only myself.

Q. Have you ever suffered any bodily hurt or injury because of your
political opinion ¥—A. Ouly iu my trade; they say they wouldu’t buy
anything from a ¢ damn Democrat.”

Q. Did you transact any business in Beaufort on the day of the elec-
tion1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then you came into Beaufort as much for business as to vote 1—
A. Yes. If I had got a chance to vote out there 1 would have voted
out there, and would not have bothered with this voting here.

Q. If you had got a chance to vote out there you would still have
come to Beaufort to transact your other business $—A. Yes, I would.

Q. Did anybody prevent or hinder you from voting at Gray’s Hill 1—
A. No. I was about fifty yards off, and I heard the threats, and I got
scared and cawe on to Beaufort.

Q. Do you know of anybody being prevented from voting at Gray’s
Hill precinet on that day 7—A. No; only that threatening is all I
beard ; I couldn’t say.

Q. You are about the only Democratic voter at that precinct, are
youil—A. Yes; and that colored man, William Gibbes, that I speak of.

Q. Who was it that made these threats —A. That is more than I can
tell you. I heard that talking is all 1 can tell.
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Q. Do you still reside and do business at that precinet I—A. Yes, sir;
the election commissioners appointed me manager of that precinct out
there, and as quick as I heard it I came right in here and resigned, be-
cause I know what kind of people there is out there, and I would not
bave anything to do with it.

Q. You being a storekeeper and dependent on these people for trade
is the reason you did not want to have anything to do with it, it is not1—
A. Yes; a white man has got ne chance out there, and my friends don’t
waot me to stay out there, especially since they heard of McIntire's
death.

Q. If a white man has got no chance out there, how is it that you can
stay there I—A. I got to stand a great deal. I got to bite a sour apple
sometimes.

Q. Do yon come into Beaufort quite often{—A. Yes; sometimes
every day, and sometimes every other day.

Q. The road is quite lonesome from your place to Beaufort {—A. Yes;
sowetimes I find quite a crowd, though. When they working on the
road they catch hold of my wheels, and I got so I have to carry my
weapon in my pocket.

Q. You never suffered any violence on the road, have you ¥—A. No,

sir,
Redirect :
Q. Would not some of the colored people vote the Democratic ticket
if they were not afraid 3—A. Yes; Dick Bright said he is a Democrat,
and said he will vote the Democratic ticket. I dow’t know whether he

voted it or not.
M. BORCK.

18?wom and subscribed to before me this 26th day of February, A. D.
7.
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Publio.

In the contest between George D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat
in the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, :
County of Beaufort :
BEAUFORT, 8. C., February 26, 1877.
JoEN G. BARNWELL, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant

upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to ques-
tions propounded by counsel for contestant:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
Jobn G. Barnwell ; age, forty-five; reside in the town of Beaufort, in
this county ; occupation, attorney at law.

Q. At what precinet were you at the election on the 7th of November
last, and in what capacity I—A. I was at Beaufort precinct, and I was
United States supervisor of election.

Q. How did the vote at that precinct compare in numbers with the
vote of previous years 1—A. It was very considerably larger.

Q. In consequence of this increased number, did you make inquiry
a8 to the residence of the voters; and what was the result 1—A. 1 did
make inquiry, but not in consequence of the increase in number, but in
cunsequence of the number of strange faces that appeared at the polls
soon after I got there, when persons appeared that I never had seen be-
fore—I suppose a hundred at least—where they resided, nearly all stated
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that they were from Ladies’ Island. Upwards of a hundred, I suppose,
said they came from Ladies’ Island. There were more strangers whom
I did not ask.

Q. Is there a polling-precinct on Ladies’ Island ¥— A. There is.

Q. By how large a stream is Ladies’ Island separated from Beaufort—
A. I suppose the stream is about three-fourths of a wmile wide.

Q. If repeating were attempted by Republican voters on the sea-
islands of this county, would it be possible for the opposite party either
to prevent or detect it ; and, if not, why not ¥—A. 1don’t see, under our
law, bow they could prevent or detect it. We have no registration, and
there are within ten miles of this place about six precincts, besides the
Beaufort precinct, at any one of which any voter in this county could
vote.

Q. What is the character of the population of these sea-islands as
to color ¥—A. I suppose, outside of the towns of Beaufort and Port
Royal, ninety-nine out of a hundred are negroes.

Q. State whether or not the original owners of these islands have
been dispossessed of their lands under the United States direct-tax act,
an;l whether or not said islands are now generally held ander such tax-
titles.

(Objected to.)

A. They were, almost without exception ; and I don’t think, outside
of the towns, there are half dozen persons who own by any other title
than the tax-titles.

Q. What class of persons generally own these lands ¥—A. Negroes.

Q. What is the asual means of communication between these islands,
and is there any regular course of travel by colored people t—A. The
usual mode of travel is by small boats and canoes, and there are a great
many different landinge from which they start on different islands.-

Q. State whether the tickets of voters were examined at the last elec-
tion at Beaufort precinct before they were cast.—A. Many of them were.

Q. State by whom and how was it stopped #—A. Isaw it done by two
or three persons. The only name I can remember was Joe Cohen. I
think I saw West Morgan also. And I spoke to Cohen and told him if
be did any such thing again I would report him.

- Q. What position did Coben occupy ¥—A. Town marshal.

Q. Where was he standing when this was done 1—A. e was seated
on the sill of the window through which the votes were passed and de-
posited in the box. .

Q. How long did he remain there I—A. Nearly all day.

Q. Did you observe that other officials occupied somewhat similar po-
sitions I—A. Well, all day one of the marshals stood at the window.

Q. To what party did these officials belong 1—A. They were all Re-
publicans.

Q. Was there anything else that especially attracted your attention
at the polls I—A. I do not remember auy other thing.

Q. Were there any United States troops in the town of Beaufort on
tbat day —A. There was, sir.

Q. What effect did this bave on the election at this precinct 1—A. I
think it made everything go off good-humoredly; quietly, I mean.

Q. Were there troops at any other precinct in the couuty I—A. Not
that I know of. I think not.

Q. Why were troops sent here?—A. Because many of the whites
were apprehensive of a riot, as the language of the negroes previously
was very threatening.

Q. Threatening towards whom ¥—A. Towards the Democrats.
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Q. Do you know whether or not more than one call was made for these
troops before they were sent 1—A. Yes, there were; several parties were
sent to Columbia to try to obtain them.

Q. In response to the call of what class of persons were they finally
sent 3I—A. In response to the call of several Northern merchants.

Q. Were calls made for troops for other precinets in the county ¥—A.
Yes, there was ; and the invariable answer in reply was that-none could
be spared.

Q. What was the state of feeling before the election of Republicans
towards Democrats in this community, as evidenced by their acts and
words ¥—A. The feeling was very bitter and threatening.

Q. Did you hear any threats made against Democrats; how often and
in what places ¥—A. I heard them very frequently on the streets in
Beanfort, and several times at Sheldon Depot ; they were general threats
that they would “kill every damn Democrat, and that they onght to
have their throats cut,” and various other expressions of that kind that
I don’t remember.

Q. For how long before the election was this kept up ¥—A. I did not
notice any for a longer period than about a month before the election.

. Q. Do you know whether or not the ladies of Democratic families were
insulted on the strects of Beaufort, in consequence of their political
sympathies ?

(Objected to.)

A. I did hear of some instances at the time.

Q. Was this feeling by Republicans towards Democrats exhibited at
any public meeting ¥ If so, state the circumstances and the occasion.—
A. At the time of the Hampton meeting here several of the speakers
were not allowed to speak, in consequence of the interruptions and
hooting and jeerings, made by a crowd of Republicans, who collected
around in front of the would-be speakers.

Q. Was the meeting finally broken up by them 1—A. It was.

Q. Were any Republican officials prominent in this? If so, please
state who they were.—A. I observed two: L. S, Langley, county auditor,
and Mundy Williams, a United States deputy marshal.

Q. Did this latter make himself particularly conspicuous, and how I—
A. He did, by iuterrupting the speakers and by urging otbers to in-
terrapt them and make a noise, and by resisting the efforts of the town
police to keep them quiet and to keep the crowd from pressing in on the
speakers.

Q. Was he at the poll op election-day as United States deputy mar-
shal ¥—A. I did not see him on that day.

Q. What is the general conduct of Republicans of Beaufort at the po-
litical meetings of their opponents?—A. They are generally very turbu-
lent. 1 remember two occasions; one was the Reform movement in
1870, when they prevented several speakers from making their speeches
by cheering and making considerable noise.

Q. Who was the Reform candidate for Governor that year, and was
he one of these speakers?—A. Judge Carpenter was, and he was one
of the speakers.

Q. Was he permitted to finish his speech ¥—A. He was not.

Q. State any other instance.—I remember on another occasion when
United States Senator Sawyer attempted to speak and was not allowed
to utter a word. This was in 1872, when he was in opposition to the
regular Republican ticket.

. Q. How long have you resided here ¥—A.. I have lived here all of my
life except during the war.
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Q. Are you a sou of Hon. R. W. Barnwell, former United States Con-
gressman and United States Senator I—A. [ am.

Examination is here adjourned to 9 o’clock a. m. to-morrow, 27th

instant.
M. R. COOPER.

Examination is resumed, pursuant to adjournment, at 9 o'clock a. m.,
February 27, 1877,

Present, William Elliott, counsel for contestant, and Alfred Williams,
counsel for contestee.

The examination of J. G. Barnwell is continued.

Q. What was the total vote at the Beaufort precinct at the election
in November last ¥—A. From what I can remember, it was six handred
and seventy-eight.

Q. What was it in any previgus election 1—A In 1874 it was about
two hundred less.

Q. Was the vote at Woodlawn precinct, on Ladles’ Island, at the elec-
tion in November last, an increase over the usual \ote, if so, how
much?—A. Yes; there were about one-third more votes polled there
than ever were polled before.

Cross-examined by Alfred Williams, counsel for contestee :

Q. What were your duties as supervisor of election —A. To watch
the vote for member of Congress and keep tally of the vote cast.

Q. You say you compared the vote of Beaufort with that of previous
years. Can you state the number of votes polled at Beaufort precinct
in 1868 1—A. I cannot.

Q. Can you give the number of votes polled in 1870 ¥—A. I cannot
state the exact vote of any previous years, but I will state that I ex-
amined the return of the vote of this precinct for previous years, and
found in po instance that it had reached five hundred. I except the
year 1868. I was not here, and don’t know anything about the return
then.

Q. Don’t you know that the limits of the Beaufort precinct were ex-
tended so as to include territory adjacent to and outside of the limits of
the town of Beaufort ?—A. 1 never knew that precincts had any limits.

Q. Any persons resident of any portion of the county, who had re-
sided one year in the State and sixty days in the county previous to the
election, were euntitled to vote at any precinct in the county, were they
not{—A. They were.

Q. Does the State law require each voter before depositing his bal-
lot to swear that he is duly qualified to vote and that he has not voted
at any other precinct I—A. 1t does.

Q. Did these persons who appeared strangers to you take that oath
on the day of election before depositing their votes —A. They did.

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge of any persou who voted at
the Beaufort precinct voting at any other precinct in the county$—A. I
know of persons of the same name voting at more than one precinct,
but whether they were identical I can’t tell.

Q. It is uncommon to find colored persons bearing the same name 1—
A. It is not.

Q. Please give the distance from the northern to the southern bound-
ary of Ladies’ Island.—A. I should suppose it was about six miles.

Q. How far is the Woodlawn precinct from the southern boundary-
line of the island ¥—A. I sappose it is about four miles.
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Q. How far is Beaufort from the southern boundary of Ladies’
Island 9—A. I should say it was about the same distance.

Q. Is Woodlawn to the north or to the south of Beaufort1—A. I
shoald say it was about due east.

Q. How far is it from the western boundary of Ladies’ Island to the
town of Beaufort¥—A. About three-quarters of a mile, I suppose.

Q. Then Beaufort would be the nearest precinct for a portion of the
people living on Ladies’ Island, would it not ¥—A. It would.

Q. You say that you saw Joe Coben and West Morgan examine the
votes. Did they do it at their own option, or at the request of voters
who could not read ¥—A. They did it at their own option.

Q. Did Cohen or Morgan prevent or hinder any one from voting as
they saw fit I—A. They did not.

Q. Were not the marshals placed around the polls to preserve order
and to prevent crowding the poll 9—A. He said that they were.

Q. Was there general quiet and order on the day of election, as much
80 as usual on such occasions I—A. There was.

Q. Was it the wish of both Democrats and Republicans to have
troops present on the day of election I—A. Well, it was the wish of
most of the whites of both parties.

Q. Were the services of the troops needed to preserve the peace on
the day of the election ¥—A. They were not.

Q. Do you know of any Republicans who inflicted upon Democrats
any violence at Democratic mneetings, or because of their political opin-
ion prior to the ‘election ¥—A. I do not.

Q. What is the general character of the colored people for peace and
order I—A, I should say they are generally peaceful unless excited.
They are generally quarrelsome then.

Q. Are they what may be called mglicious people —A. They are not.

Q. You say you heard threats on the streets of Beaufort and Shel-
dou. Can you give the names of the persons who made these threats t—
A. I cannot.

Q. Do you know of any political meetings held in the town of Beau-
fort at which Repuablicans aud Democrats spoke in joint discussion $—A.
I'know of one during the last campaign.

d'?' Did the speakers have fair attention from the listeners1—A. They

id.

Q. At this meeting at the club-house, who were the speakers ?—A.
General Hampton, Judge Cooke, Youmans, and Gibbes.

Q. Did General Hampton have a fair hearing I—A. He did.

Q. Did not the interruptions of the other speakers come through the
asking and answering of questions 1—A. Partly from that and partly
from there being so much noise made that they could not be heard.

Q. Did you ever compare the colored vote at the last election with
the State census taken in 1875 *—A. I did not.

d(? Did you compare the white vote with the census of 1875 1—A. I

id vot.

Q. Was not the number of Democratic white votes at Beaufort cast
on the day of election larger than that of any previous election since
18681—A. I believe it was.

Q. Please state your politics and what ticket you voted on the day of
the election.—A. I am a Dewmocrat, and voted that ticket.

- Have you ever suffered any hurt or injury because of your politi-
cal opinion 1—A. No, sir; I have not.

Q. What is the population of Ladies’ Island 1—A. I do not know.
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Q. Do you know how the vote of Ladies’ Island in the last election
compared with the vote of 1868 1—A. I do not.
Q. Was not the last campaign rather a bitter and earnest one 1—A.

It was.
JOHN G. BARNWELL.

Ss;vom and subscribed to before me this 27th day of February, A. D.
187
[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary I'ublic.

In the contest between Geo. D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat in
the Congress of the United States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaujort :
LAw BUILDING, BEAUFORT, S. C.,
February 27, 1877.

W. J. VERDIER, a witness of legal age produced by contestant upon
due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by counsel for contestant:

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.

William J. Verdier ; aged about thirty-five; reside in the town of Beau-
fort, this county and State; attorney at law by occupation.

Q, At what precinct were you at the election on the 7th of No-
vember last 7—A. At Beaufort.

Q. Hovw did the vote at that precinct compare in numbers with the
vote of any previous year!—A. It exceeded, as far as I know, consid-
erably, the vote of any previous year.

Q. State the vote at Beaufort precinct in 1874.—A. From memo-
randa kept of the votes, I find that the vote at Beaufort in 1874, was four
bundred and thirty-five.

Q. What was the vote in 1874 at the following precincts: Ladies Isl-
and, Myrtle Bush, Gray’s Hill ?—A. Ladies Island two hundred and
twenty three; My rtle Bush, one hundred and sixty-four ; Gray’s Hill, two-
hundred and forty. 1 state these not from memor),but from memo-
randa.

Q. IsLadies Island the same as that now known as Wood Lawn $—A..
I think it is. I know it is.

Q. Was your attention in any way called on election day to voters
coming to Beaufort from Ladies Island, and if so, how I—A. It was re-
peatedly reported to me on that day that voters were coming across at
White Hall ferry, aud across to Wilson’s Mill. I was also told that
they had boats running regularly between Wilson’s Mill and Ladies Isl-
and bringing over voters, and vehicles took them from Wilson’s Mill
into the town of Beaufort.

Q. What is the character of the population of these islands?— A.
With very few exceptions, colored—almost entirely colored.

Q. Please describe the general situation of the sea islands of this
county ; how they are separated from each other, and what is the uasual
means of communication.—A. They are divided generally by streams
of water, some of them very small. Between Saiut Helena and Ladies
Island there is a bridge, but the usmal mode of communication is by
small boats, batteaus, and dug-outs. Itis very easy to get from one to
the other. There are numerous landings, aud you can land almost any-
where.

Q. If repeating were attempted by the colored voters of these islands,
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would the above circamstances be favorable to its accomplishment ?—
A. Highly so.

Q. Would it be possible either to prevent or to detect it 7—A. Ex-
tremely so. I don’t think it would be possible to prevent it, under the
existing laws. I think it would be equally difficult to detect it.

Q. State whether, as a geuneral rule, the colored people of these
islands are individually known to the white people.—A. I dow’t think
they are. They go by different names.

Q. Please state what was the feeling by Republicans toward Demo-
crats in this vicinity during the last campaign.—A. It was very bitter,
especially as to colored Democrats.

Q. How indicated 3—A. By curses, threats, insults on the streets.

Q. How frequent and how long a time before the election1—A. Almost
every day for three weeks or a month before the election.

Q. Can you state some of the threats, or their character i—A. Only
from what has been told me, not from my own personal knowledge. I
bave myself heard on the streets, as Democrats ough{ to be killed,
¢ Lass one of dem ought to be kill out.” I was never personally cursed
or abased until the morning of the election, when I was cursed by some
negro women standing at the corner of McBride’s store, on Bay street.
I was simply walking along until 1 got near enough to know that they
meant me, and they kept on carsing me until I got out of hearing of
them.

Q. What canrses were used —A. I don’t remember all of them, sach
as * Cussed rascal” and “cussed debbil, you walk now like you want
nigga;” ¢ Democrat rascal,” and so on.

Q. What was the general effect of these threats and curses upon col-
ored voters inclined to vote the Dewmocratic ticket T—A. It prevented
them from doing so.

Q. Was the result of the election in this vicinity affected thereby ¢

(Objected to.)

A. I think it was, decidedly.

Q. What degree of courage did it require for a colored man to vote
openly the Democratic ticket on these islands?—A. More than is usually
possessed by ordinary human beings. Had I been a negro I should
pever have voted the Democratic ticket. 1 should have been afraid to
do it.

Q. Was this intimidation carried into all the relations of life?—A.
From all I can learn, it was.

Q. Were the ladies of Democratic families insulted on the streets in
Beaufort in consequence of their supposed political sympathies ¥

(Objected to.)

A. I can only speak from hearsay that they were. On one ocecasion
I heard abausive Janguage directed to Democratic ladies as a body: This
was on the day that General Hampton spoke at Beaufort, and it pro-
ceeded from negro women. There were a number of Dewocratic ladies
occupying the hotel steps and piazza during the meeting, and it was
against them that this abuse was uttered.

Q. What was the language used 3—A. I do not remember all of the
expressions. ¢ White devils,” “ white bitches,” were among the expres-
sions.

Q. Was this langnage publicly used ¥—A. Yes; it was that, in con-
nection with the abuse of the Reverend Mr. Jones, while he was offer-
ing prayer at the meeting, induced me to call the attention of one of the
constables to it and ask him to put a stop to it.
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Q. What was the language used towards Mr. Jones 1—A. He was
called a “Democrat rascal ;” that God would not listen to any such un-
just people as Democrats; thathe had better pray to the devil; that
God had nothing to do wnt,h the Democrats; that he had not even waked
up God yet.

Q. How did this Hampton meeting, of which you speak, terminate?
—A. It was turbulent, and very nearly approached a row.

Q. Caused by what?—A. The opposition by Republicans to hear cer-
tain speakers; not to allow certain men to speak. Judge Cook, for an
instance.

Q. Who were prominent in this opposition 1—A. I cannot name all of
them. I saw among them Mandy Williams, who was said to be United
States deputy marshal. L. S. Langley was also among them ; he is
county auditor. I was told that the intendant of the town,a prominent
Mr. Williams, was quite actwe in a quiet way in promotmg opposition
to the speakers

Q. Do you kpow whether Mundy Williams acted on the day of elec-
tion as United States deputy marshal 7—A. I do; he did so act.

Q. Was the meeting finally broken up by the Republicans i—A. I be-
lieve it was.

Q. Did General Hampton make any statement to that effect ?

(Objected to.)

A. Yes, he did. He also told them that he would cherish no ill feel-
ing toward them; that when he got to be governor he would come down
and see them agam

Q. What was the feeling as to apprebension of violence among the
white people ef Beaufort prior to the election 3—A. They were very ap-
prehensive.

Q. Apprebensive of whom ?—A. The colored Republicans.

Q. To what extent was this apprehension felt?—A. To the extent of
applying to General Ruger for troops, and also to their requesting the
commander of the Navy here to do what he could to avert violence.

Q. Was more than one apphcatlon made to General Rager I—A. Yes;
I know of two.

Q. By what class of persons was the last and successful effort m:mle I —
A. By Northern resideuts here in Beaufort, m)st, if not all, of them
Republicans.

Q. What effect did the presence of troops at this precinct have t—A..
In my opiuion, it alone prevented violeuce.

Q. From whom toward whom ?—A. From colored Republicans toward
colored Democrats.

Q. Were troops sent to any other part of this county I—A. I believe
not.

Q. Do you know of any previous occasion at which the Republicans
in the town of Beaufort broke _up the meeting of their oppouents I—A..
I think there were other occasions.

Q. In 1870, was Judge Carpenter, the Reformn candidate for governor,
permitted to speak in Beaufort I—A. He was uot.

Q. What treatment did United States Senator Sawyer receive in 1872
when he attempted to speak here 7—A. He was not permitted to speak ;
the platform was pulled from under him, and he was thrown out of a
wagon.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock p. m. o
M. R. COOPER.

The examination is resumed pursuant to adjournment.
M. R. COOPER.
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Q. Were you at the polls on election in any official capacity I—A.
None whatever.

Q. You say that yon compared the vote of the last election with the
vote of previous years; what was the vote of Beaufort precinct in 18687 —
A. I did not say any such thing; I do not know the exact vote of 1868.
I have twice acted as manager of election at Beaufort in municipal elec-
tions, and I know pretty well the average vote.

Q. At the municipal elections only residents of the town of Beaufort
wercla allowed to vote; were they not f—A. That was the intention of
the law.

Q. At the general or State elections, are not voters outside of the town
limits entitled to vote at this precinet ¥—A. They are; but the number of
voters outside of the town limits, to whom this is the most accessible
poll, are very few in number.

Q. Can you give the vote of Myrtle Bush, Gray’s Hill, Ladies’ Island
for any other year prior to 1874 ¥—A. I cannot at present; I would have
to refer to memoranda to be able to do so.

Q. Then the memoranda to which you referred in your testimony was
only for the year 1874 1—A. Yes, only for 1874.

Q. Was not the democratic vote polled at Beaufort precinct larger at
this last election than at any previous election?—A. I do not remember
at any previous election of there being a strict party vote—Democratic
party, I mean—since 1868, We have usually supported the least objec-
tional wing of the Republican party.

Q. Was not the white vote polled at Beaufort larger than at any pre-
vious election—Democratic white vote I—A. I do not think it was. At
tl:liis election, a good many white Republicans voted with us for State
officers.

Q. Were all voters at Beaufort precinct required to swear that they
were duly qualified to vote and that they had not voted at any other
precinct?—A. I was so required; I do not know as to others. Not occu-
pying any official position at the poll, I was not eatitled to a place in
the building, and the colored Republicans so thronged around the poll
as to render it impossible for me to see or get near enough to know
what a voter was required to say when he deposited his.

Q. Can you state of your own knowledge any person who was pre-
vented from voting through fear or violence at Beaunfort precinct during
the election 7—A. I cannot. I saw one man—do not know his name—
who was being conducted to the poll by a Democratic runner, and who
was 8o set upon, pulled about, and his way obstructed by the Republi-
cans, that he turned and fled from the poll, being chased a short dis-
tance. I dow’t know that he returned or not.

Q. Please give the name of the Democratic runner you speak of.—
A. I will not be positive, but I think it was Mr. Braidy, one of the work-
ng cominittee of the Beaufort Democratic Club.

Q. Can you give the names of any of the Republicans who hindered
or obstructed him¥—A. I cannot now. I did know at the time. They
were colored. It was an occurrence that was quite frequent on that
day, but not in any other case carried to such an extent. I don’t mean
to say that there was any, actual violence to them, but the conduct was
such as to deter voters.

. Q. Were you prevented or obstructed in casting your vote on the day
of election ¥—A. I was not. I am a white man, and I know of only one
white man that was obstructed, and then ouly by words; his name was
Cuningham.

Q. Was Mr. Cuaingham a resilent of Beaufort?—A. Not at that
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:)ime; he spent some of his time here. He was only courting here, I
elieve.

Q. Do you know of any Republicans inflicting any violence upon any
Democrat at any Democratic meeting in this county ?—A. I do not.

Q. What is the general disposition of the colored people as to peace
and order?—A. From my knowledge of the colored people they are
peaceably and quietly disposed when left alone, but under their leaders,
colored and principally white, I regard them as turbulent and disor-
derly, and very easily incited to riot.

Q. Do you know of auy meeting held in Beaufort during the last can-
vass at which Democrats spoke in joint discussion —A. I have personal
knowledge of only one participated in by two white Democratic speakers.

Q. Did the Democratic speakers on this occasion have fair attention
given them 2—A. I believe they had. I know of only one interruption,
and that was by a white Republican. A few insulting remarks were
made by a negro at some distance, but not sufficiently near to cause in-
terruption. Numerous constables kept passing to and fro through the
crowd keeping order and quiet.

Q. Can you give the names of any persons who uttered threats on
the streets toward Democrats ?—A. I cannot now remember many. I
have heard them from one man by the name of Larey, and one by the
name of Orelious; I think he was drunk at the time. I, also, on one
occasion, applied to Intendant Williams to put a stop to the cursing
and abuse by one Robert Bythwood, and others, of a colored Democrat,
on Bay street, by the name of Solimon Washington. On another occa-
sion violent and threateuing lauguage was used by one Daniel Jenkins,
a colored Republican, and 1 called upon the town marshal to take notice
of it, which he did. This was done at the time of the arrival of the
United States troops.

Q. Do you know of any one in the town of Beaufort, prior to the last
election who suffered hurt or injury because of their political opinion 1—
A, I cannot at present call to mind any particular case. I have heard
of Jack Freeman suffering twice, but have no personal knowledge.

Q. Can you name any case in which intimidation was carried into all
of the different relations of life 3—A. As I have before stated, I have no
personal knowledge, and could only speak from hearsay as to that, my
opinion being formed from what I heard. '

Q. What are your politics, and what ticket did you vote I—A. Straight-
out Democrat, and 1 voted that ticket.

W. J. VERDIER.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of February, A. D.

1877,

[sEAL.] M. R. COOPER,
Notary Public.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

In the matter of the contested election in the fifth Congressional district
of South Carolina for Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress of
the United States, in which George D. Tillman is the contestant and
Robert Smalls is the incumbent.

I, M. R. Cooper, a notary public within and for the county of Beau-
fort and State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the aforesaid
depouents, being duly summoned, to wit: W. H. Niver, John J. Allen,
William 8. Drayton, C. B. Kirk, H. M. Fuller, Pompey Joues, H. G.
Judd, 8. J. Bampfield, John F. Porteous, M. Borch, W. J. Verdier,
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Morris Seott, John Bird, Randall Heyward, John McFall, A. C. McFall,
Abram P. Jenkins, Jack Freeman, William Price, H. B. Van Ness, John
G. Barnwell, produced by said contestant, personally appeared before
me, at the Mansion House in the town of Port Royal, and at Law
Building in the town of Beaufort, both in the county of Beaufort, in the
State aforesaid, and being first severally cautioned and sworn to speak
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, in the matter of
said contested election, gave the foregoing depositions by them respect-
ively subscribed.

That I caused the testimony of said deponents, with the questions
propounded to them by the counsel and agents of said parties, to bo
reduced to writing in my preseuce and in the presence of said deponents
and of the connsel and agents of said parties, except as hereinafter
mentioned, and caused the said testimony to be carefully read to said
deponents, and also to be duly subscribed and attested by said deponents,
respectively in my presence.

That the contestant, George D. Tillman, was present at the examina-
tion of all said deponents, by his agent and counsel, William Elliott;
and the countestee, Robert Smalls, was present by his agents and coun-
sel, W.J. Whipper, A. H. Ezekiel, and Alfred Williams, esqs., save and
except at a part of the examination of H. M. Fuller. ’

That pretixed to the foregoing depositions is the original notice of con-
test served by said contestant on said contestee, and the answer
of said contestee thereto.

That also annexed hereto are the following documents, exhibits, or
papers referred to and described in the foregoing depositions, to wit:

Paper marked ¢ M. R. C. 1,” produced by the contestant, and referred
to in the deposition of Abram I’. Jenkins.

A certified statement of the number of votes given at the general
election held on the 7th day of November, 1876, for member of Congress
from the fifth Congressional district, and marked ¢ Exhibit B,’ the
same being the determination of the board of State can vassers as to the
votes cast at said election.

A certitied statement of the number of votes cast for Congressman in
the several precincts of the counties composing the fifth Congressional
district, and also of the vote cast for governor in Beaufort County at the
general elections of 1870, 1872, 1874, and 1876, and marked ¢ Exhibit C.”

And I further certify that the examination of said deponent was com-
menced on the 12th day of February, 1877, at the Mansion House, in the
town of Port Royal, and was continued from day to day until the 17th
day of the same month; that it was then adjourned, by cousent of coun-
sel, until the 21st day of said month, at the town of Beaufort, at which
time and place it was resumed and continued from day to day, until and
inclasive of the 27th day of said mouth of February.

And I do further certify that the fees of the aforenamed witnesses in
bebalf of George D. Tillman amount to the sam of $67.20.

Witness my hand and official seal at Beaufort, in the State aforesaid,
this 1st day of March, A, D. 1877.

[SEAL.] M. R. COOPER,

. . Notary Public.
No. 2.

BEAUFORT COUNTY.
SouTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :
I, Jeft Warren, notary public in and for the State of Svuth Carolina,
H. Mis, 11—7
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do hereby certify that the annexzed depositions of E. H. Peeples, C. H.
Willcox, E. F. Warren, Andrew Howard, Zack Daniels, John T. Morri-
son, Flander or Phlander McZean, J. D. Jolmson, D. B. Gohagan, James
Hamilton, . J. Mnlligan. Peter Johnson, W. M. Smith, J. H. Rnddell,
Joseph M. Lawton, B. M. Stone, J. E. Kittles, E. S. Stuart, W. G.
Roberts, Steven Black, Joe Graham, W. T. Blount, J. A. Tison, South-
wood Smith, S. E. Blouut., Thos. Datz, were taken on the days of
February, instant, 1877, as respectively certified to above in detail,
pursuant and in all things conformable to the attached notices, between
the hours of 8 o’clock a. m. and 6 p. m. of said respective days. That
contestant was present himself part of the time, and all the while by
his counsel, John E. Laruey, at the examination, and that contestee
was represented at said examination by his counsel, A. G. Thomas.
That the said witnesses whose depositions are hereunto attached and
whose names are contained in said notices, were by me first duly sworn,
according to law, to tell the truth and nothing but the truth, touching
the matter in controversy between the parties, aud their examination
and testimony, together with the questions propounded to them by the
parties aud reduced to writing by me and in my presence, and in the
presence of the respective attorneys of contestant aud contestee, and
after being carefully read over to witnesses were by them attested, by
signing their names or making their marks to their respective deposi-
tions in my presence.

In testimony whereof I bereunto affix my name and official seal this
1st day of March, A. D. 1877.

[s. 8] JEFF WARREN,

Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolma

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, -
Beaufort County :
To Hon. RUBERT SMALLS: :
You are bereby notitied that I will examine th@~following-named wit-
nesses, all of whom reside in Beaufort County, relative to and touching
the matters and things set forth in my notice to you that I would contest
your right to a seat in the Cougress of the United States, to which you
claim to have been elected at the November election in 1876, for the
fifth Congressional district of the State of South Carolina, before Jeff
‘Warren, esq., notary public in and for the State of South Carolina, at
E. H. Peepley’ store, in the town of Lawtonville, of the county and State
aforesaid, on the 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, and the next succeeding days of
February instant, A. D. 1877, between the hours of 8 o’clock a. m. and
6 o'clock p. m. of said days, or so much thereof as may be necessary,
by adjourning from day to day, for the examination of said witnesses,
to wit: F. W. Jobnson, M. D. Ellis, D. B. Gohagan, I'. J. Malligan,
N. W. Ellis, jr., James Hamilton, Peter Johnson, Renben Becket, Peter
Roberts, Guy Williams, Thomas Holmes, Dave Gorden, C. H. Wilcox,
E. H. Peeples, E. F. Warren, B. W. Sloman, Lawrence Bostick, lsaac
Williams, Zack Daniels, William Wallace, John T. Morrison, Prince
Graham, E. I Roberts, M Upchureh, Joe Lawton, Dr. M. Rudell, Jack
Kettles, bamuel Clirk, Jno. A. Tison, William Swmith, Southward bmnb
Moses Butler, Andrew Shig, Prince Gllhson Ephraiw Ridgway, Lsme%
Hamilton, Curtis Gibbous, Ben Grant, Sbadville Fields, Davld Givens,

Amasa Pohte
G. D. TILLMAN
Per WM. ELLIOTT,
Altorney.
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I accept legal service of the within notice this 13th February, 1877,

at Port Royal.
W. J. WHIPPER,
Attorney for Contestee.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort:

To F. W. Johnston, M. D. Ellis, D. B. Gohagan, F. J. Mulligan, N. W,
Ellis, jr., James Hamilton, Peter Johnson, Reuben Becket, Peter Rob-
erts, Guy Williams, Thomas Holmes, Dave Gordon, C. H. Wilcox,
E. H. Peeples, E. F. Warren, B. W, Sloman, Lawrence Bostick, Isaac
Williams, Zack Daniels, William Wallace, Johu T. Morrison, Prince
Graham, E.T. Roberts, M. Upchurch, Joe Lawton, Dr. M. Ruddell,
Jack Kettels, Samuel Clark, John A. Tison, William Smith, Southward
Smith, Moses Butler, Andrew Shig, Prince Gillison, Ephraimn Ridg-
way, James Hamilton, Curtis Gibbons, Ben Grant, Shadville Fields,
David Givens, and Amasa Polite, greeting :

You and each of you are hereby summoned to appear before me, at
Lawtonville, in said county and State, on the 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, and
the next sncceeding days of ‘February instant, A. D. 1877, between the
hours of 8 o’clock a. m. and 6 o’clock p. m. of said days, or so much there-
of as may be necessary, by adjourning from day to day,to be then and
there examined under oath by me respecting the contest by George .
Tillman of the right of Robert Smalls to a seat in the Congress of the
Ur;:ted States. You will not fail herein under the penalty of twenty
dollars.

Given under my hand and official seal this 13th Febrnary, A. D. 1877.

L. s.] "JEFF WARREN,

Notary Public, Beaufort County, S. C.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County:

To Hon. ROBERT SMALLS:

You are hereby notified that I will examine the following-named wit-
nesses, all of whom reside in Beaufort County, relative to and touching
the matters and things set forth in my notice to you that I would con-
test your right to a seat in the Congress of the United States, to which
you claim to have been elected at the November election in 1876, for the
fifth Congressional district of the State ot South Carolina, before Jeff
Warren, exq., notary public in and for the State of South Carolina, at
E. H. Peeples’s store, in the town of Lawtonville, of the county and
State aforesaid, on the 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, and the next succeeding
days of February instant, till the 28th February inclusive, between the
hours of 8 o’clock a. m. and 6 o’clock p. m. of said days, or 8o much there-
of as may be necessary, by adjourning from day to day for the examina-
tion of said witnesses in addition to the wituesses already served on the
13th February, 1877, upon the proper party, W. J. Whipper, counsel for
contestee, to'wit: Dave Gohagin, T. A. Carsey, E. 8. Stewart, B. Stoue,
Ben Curry, Tom Jenkins, W, T. Blant, Stephen Black, Joe Graham,
Tom Datz, Curtis Gibbon, Quash Polite, Guy Williaws, Flander McZeas,
Jobn T. Morrison, and Mellichamp Mikell.

G. D. TILLMAN,
Per I. E. LARISEY,
Of Counsel for Contestant.
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I accept service under protest, at Lawtonville, of this paper, previous
notice having Leen served upon W. J. Whipper of witnesses to be ex:
amined at Lawtonville.

A. G. THOMAS,
LAWTONVILLE, February 17, 1877,

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
County of Beaufort :

‘'To Dave Gohagon, T. A. Causey, E. S. Stewart, B. Stone, Ben Curry,
Tom Jenkins, W. T. Bluut, Stevens Black, Joe Graham, Tom Datz,
Curtis Gibbons, Quash Polite, Guy Williams, Flander McZine, Jobn
T. Morrison, and Mellechamp Meikell, greeting:

You and each of you are hereby summoned to appear before me at
Lawtonville, in said county and State, on the 1Gth, 17th, 19th, and
20th, and the next succeeding days of February, instant, till the 28th
February, instant, 1877, inclusive, between the hours of 8 a. m. o’clock
and 6 p. m. o’clock of said days or so much thereof as may be necessary,
by adjourning from day to day, for the examination of each and all of you
then and there to be held by me, after first duly swearing you, respect-
ing the contest by George D. Tillman of the right of Robert Smalls to a
seat in the Congress of the United States. You will not fail herein under
the penalty of 820.

Given nnder my hand and- official seal at Lawtonville this 17th Feb-
ruary, 1877.

JEFF WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Deposition of E. H. Peeples in the matter of the contest between G. D.
Tillman, contestant, and Robert Smnalls, contestee, for a seat in the
Congress of the United States.

SouTi CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

E. H. PEEPLES, of the legal age, a witness, deposes as follows, he be-
ing produced as a witness by coutestant upon due notice to contestee:

(A. G. Thomas, of counsel for contestee, ohjects to testimony, as there
is no specitic allegation in the notice of contestant as to this section of
the county of Beaufort.)

Question. Where do you reside ; what is your age, and what is yoar
occupation 1—Aunswer. Beauafort County, Lawtonville, Sonth Carolina ;
born and raised here. Sixty-six years of age. Planter and a mer-
chant.

Q. Are you a large planter, and do you not know almost every one in
this portion of the county, white and colored $—A. I am the largest
planter in this section, and all I plant is under my immediate supervis-
ion. I do kuow the most of them, aud some of them too well.

Q. Where was the Lawtonville poll held on the day of the last elec-
tion, and where were yon on that day !—A, In my store in Lawtonville,
and 1 was present all the while.

Q. Do you know ifthe managers were sworn and who swore them 1—
A. I do not.

Q. Were the voters sworn ¥— A, Yes.

Q. Was thie Bible or Testament used ¥—A. Yes, I think so,

Q. Do you kuow at what hour the poll opened and closed, and was
there any intermission or adjournment {—A. It opened at the proper
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hour and closed the same, I suppose. There was no adjournmeunt or in-
termission. :

Q. When were the votes counted ¥—A. After 6 o’clock.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation being practiced before, doring,
or since the election { and if so, by whom and toward whom; when,
where, and how 1

(Counsel for contestee objects to anything being stated as to what
occurred prior to or after election.)

A. For weeks before the election (say four weeks) parties told me they
could not do otherwise than vote the Republican ticket, for their lives
would bein danger. Ontheday of theelection they, the Republican voters,
came up to the poll in a body singing, waiving their flags and sticks,
and the man who seemed to be their leader waved the stick and gave
several commands, which was obeyed by thecrowd. It wasdifficult forany
Democrat to get up to the polls, who were hustled out and otherwise in-
timidated by the Republicans, and the officers of election could do nothing
with them. On the day of the election one colored man said to me, on
that day and others since, that he would vote the Democratic ticket,
but that his life would be endangered if he did so, and therefore voted
the Republican ticket. I asked a colored mau who had promised to vote
the Democratic ticket to show me his ticket. Another Republican col-
ored man came up and abruptly ordered him not to show his ticket;
took him by the arm and carried him to the polls, and his vote was put
in the box; pulled him along forcibly to the box.

Q. Was there any abusive or threatening language used by Repub-
licans on the day of election toward Democrats —A. Yes. One Repub-
lican said to a Democrat (colored) who was going to vote the Democratic
ticket, * Damn you, if you don’t vote as I want you, you have got to get
away from here.” He also voted the Republican ticket. Did not par-
ticularly notice any others. The general conduct, movements, and ap-
pearances indicated that many colored men would have voted the Demo-
cratic ticket, but by fear they were prevented from doing so. On my
plantation near this place there were fifty colored voters, who had
" promised me that they would either vote the Democratic ticket or stay
at home on the day of election, only one of whom voted the Democratic
ticket. All the others, except one who was sick, voted the Republican
ticket.

Q. Why do you think he was sick —A. I think he feigned sickness
to avoid coming out. . }

Q. Was there not a great number of colored Democrats who attended
the public meetings and barbecues of Dewocrats around in those pre-
cincts? I mean from other plantations than yours ¥—A. There was.

Q. How many colored Democrats, to the best of your knowledge,
voted at Lawtonville precinct i—A. I do not know,

Q. But for the violence and intimidation of the Republicans at Law-
tonville on"the day of election, would not the result of the election at
that poll have been very different ?

(Objected to by contestee’s counsel.)

A. Yes, very difterent,

Q. How many more votes would Democrats have got at this poll on
the day of election but for this violence and intimidation?

(Objection by contestee’s counsel.)

A, Atleast one hundred to whow I bad spoken, and fully expected
to vote Democratic tickets.

Q. In giving reasons, did any of these colored persons who had prom-
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ised to vote the Democratic ticket, give any other reasons besides fear
for not voting Democratic ticket? — A. Yes; they gave a reason that
their wives would not recognize them as husbands, and would not sleep
with them, and some actually ‘stated that their wives had threatened to
kill them if they voted the Democratic ticket.

Q. Were there any women herve on the day of election, and if so, how
mauny, and were they violent in their demonstrations 1—A. Yes; I think
I saw about twenty present, and they were pretty fussy.

Cross-examined by A. G. Thomas, of counsel for contestee:

Q. You say, on the day of election that the managers, as far as you
saw, did their duty ?—A. Yes.

Q. Mention the names of the parties who told you that they were
compelled to vote the Republican ticket on the 7th November; that is,
those who told you at any time, before, after, or during the electlon e

. Richard Brown, John Jackson, Seabourne Chisolin, Robert Green,
Edward Pollin, David Bostick, Sam Barnes, Frank Farmer, Monday
Adkins, George Jackson, others whose names 1 do not recollect; I
also recollect Ned Falllgau Cannot name any more without referring
to memorandum.

Q. You say that you cannot name any m ore without referring to book;
how came those names on the book I—A. I took them down especially
80 as to remember them.

Q. Did you put them down because they promised you to vote the
i)emocratic ticket t—A. Yes; they had promised to do so, or remain at

ome.

Q. Is this book on which these names are entered a book of account
on which you have charged supplies or anything of value taken out of
your store i—A. No; it is not.

Q. What is the book ¥—A. A little monthly pocket-journal, which I
think I can go and find.

Q. Did you put these names on that book for the purpose of bearing
it in your mind as to the promise they made you to vete the Demo-
cratic ticket ¥—A. I did.

Q. You say, on the day of election that a large crowd came up to the
polls, singing and shouting, and waving flags; what names, if any,
- were there on those flags *—A. Figures 1876; do not remember any-
thing else.

Q. You say they had sticks and cudgels in their bands; did they
differ in size or character to the.sticks usually carried by those people
at public meetings or public demounstrations other than elections 1—A.
Sticks appeared to bave been some time used, not cat that day, but were
dangerous weapous if used; could have killed a man easily.

Q. Have you ever witnessed a religious gathering of these people —
A. I have only passed near where their religious meetings were held ;
never attended them; gave them an acre of land on which to, bnild a
church and school- houﬂe, with the coudition in the deed that said land
should not be used for any other purpose, as political gatherings, traffic,
or barter.

Q. Have you ever seen these persons with sticks at these meetings,
and, if so, did they differ in size and character to those you saw on the
day of election 7—A. Those sticks I saw on the day of election were
sticks they usually carry; but do not know that they carry them to their
religious meetings.

-Q. You say there were parties at the Lawtouville poll that were there
to keep things in order. Who were they and what office did they hold
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on that day *—A. John T. Morrison was one. I think he was United
States deputy marshal. I heard Mr. Morrison say that he could not
possibly control them, and that he did not know what to do, when
spoken to about the conduct of the Republicans.

Q. You say it was difficult for Democrats to get to the window, and
that Democrats were forced away. Do yon know of any Democrat in
this vicinity, qualified to vote, who by this force did not vote on that
day at Lawtonville or any other poll I—A. Efforts were made to keep
them off'; but there was shoving, and Democrats were shoved out; but
by persistent efforts we did succeed in voting. There was much dis-
tarbance, and a riot was only prevented because we Democrats were de-
termined to have no disturbance. The Deinocrats were determined to
bear anything to avoid a riot.

Q. Then you do not know of any voter known to be a Democrat in
this vicinity who did not vote on that day I—A. I do not, except those
colored deterred by threats.

Q. Who was the man who you asked to let you look at his ticket 1—
A. David Bestick, 8 man who has been on my place for a number of

years.

Q. How do you know that he voted the Republican ticket#—A. Be-
cause I a Republican give him his ticket, and he refused to
show it.

Q. Who was the colored man to whom another colored man said, “If
you don’t vote as I want'you to vote, you will have to go away from
here 1”—A. David Bostick.

Q. How did you know that David Bostick was a Democrat ¥—A. Be-
canse he told me that he was tired of the party that he had previously
voted for; that be would vote as I did.

Q. You say that Republicans used abusive language, and cursed, say-
ing damn you. Did you hear a Democrat curse on that day +—A. I
don’t think I did. ‘

Q. Are all the Democrats in this vicinity Christians ?—A. Christians
are few and far between,

Q. Did you say that some colored persons gave as a reason
why they did not vote the Democratic ticket that their wives
would leave them, would not sleep with them; can you give me any of
their names —A. Jack Greatheart-and others, whose names I do not
recolleet just now ; 1 do remember Mordecai Gibson. ‘

Q. Where is Jack Greatheart now 9—A. Jack Greatheart and Mordecai
Gibson both reside on my place ; have seen Jack Greatheart during the
last week. :

Q. You say that the women on election-day were pretty fussy; is it
not your experieuce for the last fifiy years that women are pretty
fussy alwaysf—A. Yes; I have seen it, to my sorrow, exhibited by the
colored women at political meetings.

Re examined by contestant:

Q. Counsel for contestee asks you if you kmow of any Democrat
who was kept from voting by fear on the day of election; did you not
know a great many newly-converted Democrats who were kept from
voting the Democratic ticket and forced to vote the Republican ticket
because they were colored 1—A. I do.

Q. How many colored Democrats voted at Lawtonville on the day of
election ¥—A. Very few; do not recollect the exact number, but much

fewer than I expected.
' E. H. PEEPLES.
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Sworn to before me this 16th day of February, 1877.
[L. 8] JEFF. WARREN,
: Notary Public, Beaufort County, S. C.

Deposition of C. H. Willcox, in the matter of the contest between G.
D. Tillman and Robert Smalls for a seat in Congress of United
States.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County:

C. H. WILLCOX, witness of legal age,prodnced by contestant,upondune
notice to the contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions pro-
pounded by the contestant :

Question. Where were you born, and where reared ¥—Answer. Born in
the State of Rhode Island ; finished my education in Massachusetts;
ther moved South.

Q. How old are you, and where do you reside?—A. Thirty-eight
years old ; reside in Lawtouville, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Q. What is your occupation $—A. Planter and merchant.

Q. Are you well acquainted with the people, colored and white, in
this vicinity, and in this portion of the county ¥—A. I am.

Q. How long bave you lived in this portion ot Beaufort County 1—A.
Eight years.

Q. Had you anything to do as an officer at the last clection !—A.
‘Was one of the Democratic managers at this precinct.

Q. How many Democrats and how many Republicans were put on
commissioners of election for each county and board of managers for
each precinct, in or throughout the State I—A. Oune Democrat and two
Republicans.

Q. Was there not, a great many of those designated as Democrats
really Republicans, who filled or were appointed to the office of commis-
sioner of election or managers of election !

(Question objected to.)

A. 1 only know fromm heuarsay. Have heard it said that there was.
None that [ am acquainted with.

Q. Were the managers qualified? If so, when and by whom 1—A.
Managers were sworn in at this poll on the morning of the election. I
acted as chairman. Think Mr. E. I, Warren swore me in. Mr. E. F,
Warren is a notary public. I swore in the other two managers myself.

Q. Did any of you subscribe to a written eath ¥—A. I think so. My
recollection is that I subscribed to a written or printed oath.

Q. Did the other managers subscribe to the same oath with your-
selt¥—A. I am not positively certain that I subscribed to any written
or printed oath ; do not know whether the others did so or not. If I
did, presume they did.

Q. If you subscribed to any written oath, what was done with it 19—
A. Every paper that was signed was put back in box. Do not know
positively that we signed affidavit, except the return of Presidential
election, which was taken in charge by United States deputy marshal.
To make myself more clearly understood, every paper that we signed
before we commenced taking votes was put back in the box, bat the
return of the Presidential election, which was signed after we had
counted votes, was taken in cbarge by United States deputy marshal.
Understood him to say that he had to seud it to some one in Charleston.
United States deputy marshal said he was here to gunard the interests of
United States Government in the election, and not to interfere with
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county and State elections. He said, when negroes were turbulent,and
Irequested him to clear piazza, and he did so, that he was doing that
which he had no right to do; that he was only called upon to interfere
in the event of cases of open violence at the polls.

Q. What was the name of that assistant United States deputy mar-
shal 7—A. John T. Morrison.

.Q. Was or was there not such open violence as cursing, elbowing,
and shoving Democratic voters +—A. There was so much interference
that colored men who came up to vote with a Democratic ticket in their
hand were compelled to leave, and afterwards brought back—guarded
back—and voted the Republican ticket; and further than that, there was
no colored man whose intentions were known to be that he would vote
the Democratic ticket but what in every instance was surrounded by
radical negroes before he got to the polls; and when they did vote
Democratic—or I mean to say when they came for that purpose—they
came up trembling and crying. When they attempted to vote the
Democratic ticket, their arms were jerked back, and they were after-
wards brought back, or came back, surrounded by Republican negroes,
and voted the Radical ticket, some of them trembling and erying. Such
was the turbulence and interference that very many times during the
day we had to cease taking the votes; halloaing, pushing, and swearing,
and hauling, 8o that it was impossible to continue. Before the election
negroes came to me and inquired how they would be able to get Liere to
vote Democratic ticket, as the roads would be picketed. Negroes
had sworn to them that none of them should reach the place- alive to
vote the Dewmocratic ticket.

Q. A great many colored Republicans who had previously voted Re-
publican ticket? Had they at any time said anything to you of their
intention to vote for the Democrats ; if 8o, how many 3—A great many
gave their reasons for abandoning the Republicans, and told me that it
was their intention to vote Dewmocratic tickets. Their reason was that
during the season before they were nearly starving and had appealed to
their Republican leaders for assistance to no purpose, no help came, and
that thousands of bushels of corn had been given to them by Democrats
in this section alone, by which they were kept from perishing; and, in
many cases, they had their corn-housesclosed tor the uon-payment of taxes
by the Republican officers, notwithstanding that they held receipts for
taxes in their pockets, and were in many cases advised by the officer
who held execution against them for taxes to compromise it rather than
fight the thing through. I know this also of my own knowledge, because
Thad myself paid the taxes for many who came to me for money to com-
promise and have their corn-houses opened. For many of them 1 had
tax receipts in my own possession,

. (Counsel for contestee objects to above testimony as contrary to sec-
tion 121 of the Revised Statutes of the United S:ates, and because a
great portion of it is bearsay evidence.)

Q. Did you seethese tax executions against these colored Republicans?
—A. I saw most of the executions myself, as the constable who had them
in possession was collector of my store-accounts. One of the same voters
whose corn-house had been nailed up a few days before the election for
non-payment of taxes, notwithstanding I held his tax receipt and whom
I Lad instructed to open his house and promised to stand between him
and all damages, afterwards went to Beech Branch and voted Demo-
craticticket; went to Matthews's Bluff and voted Republican ticket. Told
me that he did so, because he feared if he did not that he would not
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be safe. He voted the second ticket to blind the Republican voters who
had tbreatened his life.

(Counsel for contestee objects to above testimony as contrary to sec-
tion 121 Revised Statutes United States.)

Q. Has this colored man told you since the election that he voted
twice?! If so, what is his name }—A. He has told me so; name, Ned
Adkins,

Q. You spoke of destitution among freedmen last year. What was
the cause of it 7—A. Severe drought last year and the year before.

Q. About how many colored Republicans was a tax clsimed from last
year who had already paid tax ¥—A. Do not know exactly ; cases were
trequent, and in many instances the lands of many Republicans were
advertised for sale to pay taxes which bad already been paid.

Q. Did this course, pursued by Republican county ofticials, cause the
colored Republicans to break off from the party ¥—A. Many of them
gave that as their reason.

(Counsel for contestee objects to testimony as contrary to section 121
Revised Statutes United States.)

Q. How many colored men voted Democratic ticket at this place at
last election ¥—A. I do not think over tweuty or thirty; certainly an-
der fifty.

Q. Did those colored men who voted Democratic ticket do so openly
or slyly 2—A. Most of them came early, and all did so slyly. Only
when they had white friends around them and strongly protected did
they vote openly, leaving after voting as soon as possible. Some of
them told me that they left because they feared to remain.

Q. In consequence of this violence and turbulence.at the polls, do you
think the Democrats lost votes 7—A. I do. I know that forty or fifty
who work for me and are under my control were deterred and prevented
from voting the Democratic ticket. Many remained at home because
they feared to come out, roads having been reported picketed. I wean,
when I say those whom I control, those whom I have assisted and
advised, and whom I have helped fromm my store with sapplies and
advances, and who come to me for advice.

Q. Was the result of the election at this poll changed by intimida-
tion 7—A. It was. The election here was a farce, and such a display at
the North, in any election, wonld not have been countenanced. A Dem-
ocratic negro was frightened half to death; that is, I mean all Demo-
cratic negroes were so frightened. They made many attempts to get
tixelir votes in before they succeeded in getting Dewmocratic tickets in
slyly.

Q. About how many told you that they wounld vote the Democratic
ticket 7—A. A large majority of all colored Republicans with whom I
was brought in contact told me that they would vote Democratic tick-
ets on account of the corruption of the Republican party, but remain
as Republicans.

Q. What class of colored men were crowded and pushed from the
polls that day +—A. Most of those who claimed to be Republicans but
declared they would vote the Democratic ticket on account of the cor-
ruption of Republican party in South Carolina, were pushed and jostled
as I have before stated.

Q. Have you been a zealous Democrat —A. I have been very anx-
dous for a change of government, and have done all to effect it that I
<ould honorably. :

Q. During the last canvass did you electioneer against Republican
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party *—A. I did, openly and strongly ; and the greatest obstacle 1 had
to contend with was the anxiety of the colored Republicans to know how
they could vote the Democratic ticket without the knowledge of the
other colored Republicans; I mean this avxiety was expressed by those
who desired to change their politics or to vote for Demoerats.

Q. Have any circumstances occurred since the election which will
make you think that Republican leaders have become your enemies on
account of your effurts to effect a change in the officers of the State
and county ?

(Objected to by counsel for contestee.)

A. Two days before the election my gin-house was burned, and I have
every reason to believe the burning resulted in consequence of the stand
I bad taken in favor of the Democratic party. About two weeks aftet
my stables and barn were burned, I am satisfied, for the same cause.
Circumstances pointed very strongly to certain violent Republicans as
the incendiaries.

Q. Have you taken any steps toward having the parties you have rea-
son to believe guilty of the burning brought to justice and punished 1—
A. I have not, as previous experience with the courts in this county
has convinced me that it is impossible to get a just verdict witbout
bribing the jury.

Q. What sum would recompense the damage you have sustained by
this burning 1—A. I could not replace the property for less thau five
thousand dollars.

Q. If there had been a fair election at the Lawtonrville precinet, with-
ont any intimidation, which party would bave received the greater
vote1—A. I felt certain up to the time we commenced to poll the votes
and wituessed the intimidation that the Dewmocrats would bave carried
the election by a large majority.

Adjourned until to-morrow, 8 o’clock a. m.

FEBRUARY 17, 1877.
Met pursuant to adjournment.

Direct examination countinued :
_ Question. Can you recollect any instance that impressed yon with the
impossibility of getting justice before a jury in Beaufort?

(Objection by A. G. Thomas, counsel for contestee.)

Answer. I at oue time had a case before the grand jury for its consid-
eration; during the time one of the colored grand jurors left grand jury
room, called me to one side; and offered to secure a true bill for me if I
would give him a certain amount of money with which to fee himself
and other colored members of the grand jury. He further stated that I
was throwing money away when I ¢feed” a lawyer; that he, the said
colored grand juror, was always there, and could control all the colored
men of the grand and petit juries, and could at any time get any ver-
dict if he had twenty-four hours’ notice to work in; that most of the
Jury was composed of colored men from Port Royal and adjacent islands;
that he was personally acquainted with them and could control them,
aud by giving them a few drinks of liquor the night before can do any-
thing I please with them—the liquor, in addition to a little mouney with
which to bribe, as I stated before.

Q. Does it not frequently happen that the grand jury and petit jury
are composed entirely of negroes I—A. Cannot answer positively; but I
bave never seen but very few white persons on any jury in this county
fince reconstruction. And it is an exceedingly rare occurrence for any
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white citizen from this section to be on either jury. This section has a
large white population compared with the otber portion of the county.
Q. In what portion of the county do the principal tax-payers reside ¥

(Objection by A. G. Thomas, counsel for contestee.)

A. Tax-collector informs me that heaviest taxes come from the upper
portion of county, which includes this precinct.

Q. Who was the defendant in the case in which grand juror approched
you and offered to receive a bribe —A. A colored man.

Q. Is it not almost impossible for a white prosecutor to cenvict a col-
ored man of any crime whatever in this county —A. We cousider it al-
most useless to prosecute a colored man in a civil or criminal action,
particularly the latter, as we seldowmn get a verdict in our faver, no mat-
ter how strong the evidence may be in our behalf.

Q. Were many strangers at the poll voting on the day of election;
I mean colored persons ¥—A. There were many strange colored faces
here. Aund quite a number of them who appeared to be under age, but
‘every one found a number of their own color to swear that they were of
age. They all voted Republican ticket, except one whom I continued to
impress with the risk that he was running if he committed perjury; after
several minutes’ hesitation he withdrew without putting in bis vote;
there being white men present who knew him and informed him that
they would investigate the matter and have him prosecuted if he did
perjure himself.

Q. Do you or not know the face of every colored man or most of the
colored men who vote at this, Lantonville, precinct I—A. I believe that
I do.

Q. Were there any strange white voters here on that day that you
did not know ¥—A. There was one tfrom North Carolina who voted here. I
think he voted the Radical ticket, and I know of one colored man from
Georgia who also voted Radical ticket. I opposed their right to vote,
but was overraled by the two other managers, who were Radicals. The
North Carolinian—a white man or mulatto, as he had a dark ap-.
pearance—came through with a tobacco-wagon ; he voted only for Presi-
dent, I think. The Georgia colored man voted full ticket. I know that
Savannah is his home. Other managers allowed him to vote because he
stated that he had not voted in Georgia. My impression is that other
colored men from Georgia were permitted to vote; but my recollection
is not 8o vivid as in cases last referred to.

Q. Was the vote at this precinet much larger than you had ever known
it before or not %—A. Much larger. Some of the negroes whe voted at
this poll passed other polls to do so, which looks suspicious of repeating,
as nothing at the polls which they passed could in any way have inter-
ferred with their voting as they pleased.

Q. Is it oris it not your belief that many colored Republicans voted
here ou that day who had voted elsewhere or were not entitled to vote
at all? ,

(Objected to by counsel for contestee.)

A. I'rom what I saw myself on the day of election, and information
that [ have since received, I believe that many of the Republican votes
cast were illegal,

Q. Were there any illegal Democratic votes cast at this poll on the
day of election—A. Not one. I think that I am fully acquainted of
the fact that every Democratic voter who polled his vote at this place
on that day was entitled to vote. I am personally acquainted with al-
Iost every one.
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Q. About how many illegal Republican votes do you think were cast
here that day 3—A. I cannot approximate. The question was so fre-
quently brought up about the illegality of votes, aud in every instance
my objections were overruled by my Radical colleagues, that I ceased to
count.

(Objection.)

Q. Was there any drum-beating or marching? If so, was there any
one commanding the procession, and who was it? I mean marching to
and fro past the polls *—A. There was. Lient. Scipio Allbright, of the
State militia, was in command ; their marching to and fro continued at
intervals for a considerable space of time during the day. Allbright
and his command came from below, and was joined at this place, a few
hundred yards above there, by a compauny from above. Their presence
seemed to give counfidence to a few hangers-on, who interfered very much
doring the day with colored Democratic voters.

Q. Was Lieutenant Allbright mounted ¥—A. He was not.

Q. Did be have his sword I—A. He was dressed in uniform, but if he
had weapons they were concealed. It was rumored and believed that
their arms were concealed near the polls, The Democrats had reason
to believe and did believe thereport. We had beeun frequently informed
that they intended to prevent colored voters from voting the Demo-
cratic ticket at this poll on day of election.

Q. Was there any one mounted who seemed to control the parade —
A. There were numbers of persons coming in on horseback, and passing
toand fro. I do not know that any one mounted exercised control.
Mack Patterson, mounted on a horse, rushed to meet every colored man
who came in, and whom he suspected to be a Democrat, and this with
the intention to change his vote; he was very turbulent. Mack Patter-
501 is a colored man and a fugitive from justice.

Q. How were the managers of election sworn, if you can recollect posi-

tively since your attention was called to tbe matter yesterday? Are
you positive that the notary public first swore you, and that you then
swore the other two managers I—A. 1 am not positive, but that is my
lmpression.

Cross-examined by Mr. Thomas, couunsel for contestee:

Q. You were the Democratic manager at this precivet on the day of
the election, were you not I—A. I was.

Q. Were the other two members of the board Republicans 1—A. I
believe them to be.

Q. Are you acquainted with the commissioners of election and pre-
cinct managers iu other counties in this State —A. T am acquainted
with sowe of them.

Q. Of the thirty-two counties in this State, how many managers do
you know —A. I amn unable to say.

Q. How then do you know that many of those appointed as Demo-
crat were fishy Democrats —A. If I said so I did not mean to convey
that impression.

Q. You say you have no distinct recollection how you and the rest
of the managers qualified 7—A. I have no positive recollection, but at
the same time I feel quite confident that E. F. Warren, a notary public,
swore me and I swore the rest of the managers.

Q. Did you not receive written or printed iustructions with the bal-
lot-box as to your duties as managers 7—A. We did, and endeavored to
carry out the instructions to the best of our ability.

Q. Did you not tell Mr. Peeples in conducting that election you in-
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tended to abide by the law #—A. T might have done so; such was my
intention, :

Q. You cannot state positively whether the oath signed Ly you as
manager was afterward placed in the ballot-box —A. It was.

Q. Was J. T. Morrison a deputy United States marshal or a super-
visor of election I—A&. I understood he was a United States deputy
marshal.

Q. Was J. T. Morrison a Republican or Democrat !¥—A. 1 sappose he
was a Democrat ; be told me he got no pay as a deputy marshal, or in
whatever official capacity he did act.

Q. You say you understood he sent a paper to Charleston. Did you
as manager sign that paper t—A. I did.

Q. Did you read it and know what it contained !—A. I did.

Q. What did it contain +—A. It contained a statement of the electoral
vote; don’t remember if it contained the vote for Qongress.

Q. Did the board of managers send, in addition to other statements, a
statement of the electoral vote and vote for Congressmen to Beaufort{
—A. I am pet positive. but whatever papers we sent to Beaufort sigued,
were sent in the box with the vote.

Q. Can you or can you not say that a similar report to that which J.
T. Morrison sent to Charleston was placed in that box 1—A. I dou’t
think so; I am satisfied we signed no duplicate returns to any of the
elections,

Q. Then, if the paper sent by J. T. Morrison contained a statement of
the number of votes cast at Lawtouville precioct for electors and Con-
gressmen, no such statement was sent to Beaufort f—A. It may have
contained a similar statement; I think not, however. It certaiuly was
not an exact duplicate of the paper sent to Charleston by J. T. Morrison.

Q. Did not J. T. Morrison clear the piazza several times so that you
could go on with your business —A. He mnade the attempt, but was not
at all times successful.

Q. Were there at any time when he cleared or attempted to clear the
piazza any of the supporters of G. D. Tillinan on it ¥—A. There may
have been, but if there was, they were not interfering with the voters
to embarrass the manager in receiving votes.

Q. How do you know that the colored men who you say were com-
pelled to leave, were going to vote the Democratic ticket !—A. They
had the Democratic ticket in some cases in their hands, and the conver-
sation between them and the Radicals around them indicated too clearly
that they intended to do so for me to be mistaken.

Q. Whose-name was on the tickets in their hands for Congressman ¥
—A. G.D. Tillman. There was such a decided difference between the
appearance of the tickets that a glance was sufficient to determine be-
tween them. There were only two candidates for Congress voted for
at this precinet, or at any other precinct in this Congressional district,
each party, Democrat and Republican, baving nominated its own can-
didate.

Q. Were you near enough to these colored men before mentioned to
see whether the name of G. D. Tillinan was or was not scratched off the
tickets they held I—A. I could not see that it was not, but the colored
people at these polls very seldom ever vote a scratched ticket.

Q. Was there not used at this poll an imitation Union Republican
ticket, printed in the same color of ink, with a similar cut at the head,
but having the names of Democratic candidates thereon ¥—A. There
was not.

Q. Was this elbowing and pu-hing at the polls avy different to the
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elbowing and pushing at any other gathering of the same class of peo-
ple I—A. I am unable to say, except that they are not accustomed to
do 80 in the company of white men ; it is very certain that their inten-
tion was to prevent the colored men from voting the Democratic ticket,
and was only annoying to the maunagers when a colored man was making
his way to the polls whom all supposed was about to vote the Demo-
cratic ticket.

Q. What ticket did those vote who came up to the polls tremblmg
and ecrying ¥—A. Sometimes they voted Democratic; sometimes they
were carried oft by colored men aud made to change their vote.

Q. You could not hear what was said to those that were carried away
for an hour or so ¥—A. In my last answer, which was not written down,
that is the expression, ‘“an hour or 82;” I will say, perbaps more or per-
haps less time. Inoneinstance a prominentnegro man waited the entire
day to get a chance to put his vote in the ballot-box, and by the inter-
ference of those who surrounded the polls, (I mean the Republican ne-
groes surrounding the polls,) and whose language was perfectly audible
to me, was prevented from voting until a late hour. I certainly could
not hear what was said to those carried beyoud ear-shot.

Q. Have you any actual and personal kuowledge of the roads lead-.
ing to the Lawtonville precinct being picketed 1—A. I do not know from
personal observation, having been manager at the polls all day.

Q. Do you know of any persoun entitled to vote in this vicinity who
was prevented from voting at all?—A. I do not know only from what
they told we. Ilook upoun it as being a physical im possibility, as I
could not be here and elsewhere at the same time.

Q. You bave no other way of ascertaining the intentions of the col-
ored men who were going to vote]the Democratic ticket, only from
what they promised you I—A., There were many things whicl convinced
me of their intention to do 8o, which I could not recall.

Q. About Ned Adkins, how many times did he tell you he voted ;
where and for who —A. Twice; once at Beech Branch, in the morn-
ing, in the afternoon at Matthews’s Bluff, He voted a Democratic ticket.
at Beech Branch; a Republican ticket at Matthews’s Bluff. This was
his statement to me.

Q. To the best of your memory, how many co]ored men voted the
Democratic ticket at Lawtouvillel—A. Cau’t say, positively ; but nnder
fifty ; perbaps thirty would come nearer the number.

Q. You say they did it on the sly. Was not the poll held at a public
place in the village of Lawtonville }—A. It was held at a public place.
They seemed to desire to disguise the character of the ticket they
voted. This is what 1 mean by voting ou the sly. 1 do not wish to con-
vey the impression that all voted oun the sly.

Q. You say that your gin-house was burned two days before the elec-
tion. Did that circumstance take any from G. D. Tillman—auy votes
be would otherwise have got I—A. I cannot say what the effect was on
others. I have no right to suppose anything.

Q. Do you believe that this occurrence added a single vote to the
vote that Robert Smalls would have received but for this occurrence {—
A. I do not know that it did.

Q). Was it burned in the day-time or at night ?—A. In the day-time.

Q. When you say that but for interference the result of the election
at Lawtouville would have been changed, you give that as your opin-
~on, do you not 1—A. I do.

Q You cannot dewmonstrate it in figures, can you 1—A. I have not
preserved any data to go by, and can’t say that I could demonstrate it
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by figures, but cases which changed the vote were very frequently
brought to my mind.

Q. You neither remember the total vote cast for each party, Demo-
crat and Republican, at this election, or the previous election, two years
agol—A. I think I remember about the vote polled at this election, and
well remember that there were very many more people voting here than
at previous elections.

- Q. Have you any knowledge of fewer votes being polled at other poll-
ing-precinets in the upper portion of this county than at the previous
election 7—A. I have no knowledge only from hearsay, but mny impres-
sion is that more votes, Republican votes, were polled at the precincts of
which you speak than were polled in elections previous.

Q. You mentioned yesterday a circumstance where you were ap-
proached (or perhaps in your examination this morning) to assist in tam-
pering with a jury in this county. Did you take any steps at that time
to make an example ot the man who made the proposition to you I—A.
I did not, because I considered it useless to attempt it.

Q. Who was the judge on the bench at that time—A. Judge Maher.

Q. Did you not have sufficient confidence in Judge Maher to believe
thatif his attention had been called tothematterthat he would have taken
such steps to prevent such a grievous outrage I—A. I believe that he
would have done so, but that it would have had no bLeneficial effect
among a class of citizens who consider the man a hero who has suffered
imprisoument for his misdeeds. Among colored men the biggest man
out is the man who is last released from prison.

Q. When you speak of the upper portion of this county, where do
you draw the line between the upper and lower portion —A. Some few
miles north of Savannah and Charleston Railroad.

Q. Then the upper portion has the largest area of land ¥—A. I sup-
pose it has.

Q. Are the lands assessed for taxation higher in the upper than the
lower portion of this county!—A. My impression is, in regard to their
warket value, that they are.

Q. Then you consider the lower portion the richer portion of the
county as to value of land?—A. Locality in each section has much to
do with the value of the land. I do not think I can answer questions
deflnitely without giving you a misconception of my views,

Q. You say that defendant in the case Lefore the jury in which you
were approached was a colored man. Was the man who approached
you a colored man ?—A. He was; do not know his name.

Q. You say it is almost impossible to punish crime committed by a
colored man against a white man in this county. Is it within your
knowledge of the last two years where colored men have been hung for
the muider of white men in this county ¥—A. It is. For the marder of
Thomas H. Behn and General Howard. In these cases proot was so
very positive that it could not be got around. I know of instances
where they have got clear when they should have been hung. Instance
the case of Stratan, who was waylaid and murdered last year.

Q. Do you know of a single instance since reconstruction in Beau-
fort County where a white man charged with the murder of a colored
man has been convicted and punished $—A. I know of no cases of convic-
tion, but will here state that when I referred to ¢rune I allnded to cases of
larceny, burglary, arson, and rascality general'y committed by the col-
ored man against the white man; aund this is owing also to the ease
with which a colored man can manufacture testimony in his own behalf
by aid of his race.
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Q. Can you mention any of those instances spoken of at the com-
mencement of your previous answer $—A. I said I knew of no cases of
conviction.

Q. Are you not aware that Judge Wiggin, at the term of court held
in Beaufort during this month, sentenced, for terms of from three to five
years, seven colored men convicted of burglary and larceny for enter-
ing the premises of white men —A. I know nothing of what passed at
this term of the counrt. I find, however, no fault with the sentences of
the judges ; but of the difficulty of convicting colored men who com-
mit crime, and the ease with which they evade punishment—the very
small per centage of conviction compared with the amount of crime,
when positive proof is brought to bear upon the case.

Q. You say that many colored men with youthful faces voted at this
precinct. Did not they take the prescribed oath, which declares them
entitled to vote?—A. They did; and I know of one who did take the
oath, and, when warned of the consequences of perjury, backed out and
did not vote.

Q. Did no white Democrats ride past the polls and come back fre-
quently during that day ¥—A. None that I saw, except for the purpose
of hitching horses.

Redirect examination : _

Q. Were any candidates voted for for Congress in this Congressional
district, except the two nominees of the Democratic and Republican
parties ¥—A.. I heard of no others. Smalls and Tillman were the only
candidates voted for that I have heard.

Q. Was not every candidate of the Democratic party, from President
and governor down, voted for on one ticket I—A. With the exception
of probate judge, there was but one ticket for all candidates.

Q. Was it not the same with the Republican tickets ¥—A. They had
but one ticket that I saw.

Q. When any Republican voter or Democratic voter cast a ballot fore
any candidates of his party, did he not, unless he scratched the ticket,
have to vote for all the candidates of his party I—A. He did.

Q. Have the white people—the tax-payers of Beaufort County—had
any representation in the legislature and jury-box since reconstruction 1
—A. In the legislature, never; county offices, never; sometimes in the

Jjury-box.
C. H. WILLCOX.
Sworn to Lefore me this 17th February, 1877.
[sEAL.) Notary Public, Beaufort County, 8. C.

Deposition of E. F. Warren in the matter of contest G. D. Tillman,
contestaunt, against Robert Smalls, contestee, for a seat in the Congress
of the United States.

BoutH CAROLINA, Beaufort County:

E. F. WARREN, of the legal age, a witness, deposes as follows, he
being produced a8 a witness by contestant, on due notice to contestee,
in reference to questions propounded by contestant :

Question. What is your name, residence, and occupation ¥—Answer.
Name, E. F. Warren; reside in Lawtonville, Beaufort County, South
Carolina; lawyer by profession.

Q. Where did you vote at the last general election I—A. At Lawton-
ville precinct.

Q. Who, at said election, was voted for as Congressman for this con-

H. Mis. 11—38
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gressional district ¥—A. G. D. Tillman on the Democratic ticket and
Robert Smalls on the Republican ticket.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation practiced, at or before said elec-
tion, by Republicans, which tended to deter or did deter any voters from
voting the Democratic ticket who designed so doing 1—A. In a general
way, I know of a few cases.

Q. State what you know of the matter of intimidation.—A. I saw,
upon the occasion of the election, a colored man named Miller who said
he intended to vote the Democratic ticket, and so said in my presence.
He went to the polls with a ticket in his hands that I saw given him.
It was a Democratic ticket. In a few feet of the box he was pushed
away by two colored Republicans, Mack Patterson and Cuayler Rob-
erts. .1le went up to the polls a second time to vote,and was then
carried away by the arms by colored Republicans, and shoved out of the
piazza by Mack Patterson, who said that he would kill him or any other
damned negro who voted Democratic tickets. A good many others were
round the polls and round him. This was said in a loud tone. At this
time there was a commotion, lond talking, cursing, and every indication
of a general row ; thought there would be.

Mr. Jobhn T. Momson, who was United States supervlsor, and several
others went out and talked to the crowd and succeeded in some ten min-
utes in restoring quiet. This occurred, if my memory serves me correctly,
between twelve and two oclock. During this disturbance three white
persons went to Miller and told him to vote as he pleased and they
would protect him with their lives. Threats were made by other ne-
groes. The third time he was pulled up to the polls, one colored man
holding each arm, and he voted the Republican ticket. Miller, in con-
versation with myself and others after he had voted, said be would bave
voted the Democraticticket but he feared that he would be killed orinjured
by colored Republicans. Lawrence Bostick, also a colored man, on the
day of election and since the election, told me that he would have voted
Pemocratic ticket, but that his wife had threatened to leave him if he
did, and he feared his wife’s family. His wife is the sister of Mack Pat-
terson. Tavo Frazee, another colored man, told me also that he would
have voted the Democratic ticket, (he had promised to vote Democratic
ticket,) but that be had been threatened with expulsion from the church,
and that his life had also been threatened if he voted Democratic ticket.
He did not vote.

I do not know of any others who were directly threatened ; that i xs, of
my own knowledge. I have heard since the election sev eral others—
half dozen or more—say that they would have voted Democratic ticker,
but that they had been threatened. Threats were general at this place
on the day of election, made by colored men against colored men, who
would vote Democratic tickets. Many said that the damned negroes
who voted Democratic tickets were voting to put them back into slavery
agaio. That all the damned Democratic negroes ought to be killed,
aund that they would and should suffer for voting the Democratic ticket.
Particularly Zack Daniels; they were very hard upon him for voting
the Democratic ticket.

Q. Was there any musteringon theday of the election ¥—A. There was
by colored Republicans at this precinct, from ten steps to two hundred
yards from the polls. Drilled about one hour, somewhere about midday.

Q. Did you see the proclamnations of the governor and President
ordering the disbanding of military organizations in October; and, if so,
did they tend to embolden Republicans, and to intimidate those who
were going to vote the Democratic ticket or desired to do so, (I mean
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colored men ?)—A. In this way I know that there were a great many
men who, previous to these proclamations, declared that they would vote,
afterwards said they would not vote, but did not give this as a portion
of their reasons as I know of, (I mean colored men, of course—colored
men who said they would vote Democratic tickets, and afterwards did
not vote it.)

Q. If it had not been for the threats, violent language, turbulent
actions, and the general intimiduting conduct of the colored Republi-
cans, together with these proclamations, would the result of the elec-
tion have been different?—A. 1 think it would have been different.
There certainly would have bLeen fifty or seventy-tive more democratic
colored votes at this place. :

Cross-examined:

Q. Were you a member of a Democrat club ? If so, state what club.—
A. I was a mewmber of the Lawtonville Democratic club,

Q. In the month of October or the early part of November, did not
that club pass resolutions and have them.printed in the Journal ot Com-
merce and the News and Courier not to employ or rent land, or give sup-
plies or credit to colored men who voted. the republican ticket ¢—A.
Not that I know of. I read the News and Courier and Journal ot Com-
merce regularly aud have no recollection of seeing such resolution pab-
lished from this clab.

Q. Did you hold any official position in this club? And, if so, what
it was.—A. I did not.

Q. Have you ever read resolutions of a similar import in the upper
part of this county ¥—A. No.

Q. You have no other means of ascertaining the intention of colored
Qeu to vote the Democratic ticket only from what they promised I—A.
No.

Q. Do those persons you refer to make promises they do not keep —
A. I have known somwe to do so and some not.

Q. Have you ever heard it talked around this vicinity that colored
men who did not vote the Domocratic ticket need expect any em-
ployment, supplies, or other assistance from Democrats uunless they
voted with them f—A. Not as a general thing.

Q. Was this plan recommended by the Democratic press of this
State?—A. Not that I know of as a general thing. I took two Demo-
cratic papers and did not construe their language in that way.

Q. You read the Charleston News and Courier and Journal of Com-
merce ; if I construed their leading articles during the campaign to ad-
vise the adoption of the plan mentioned, you and I muast construe the
Euglish language differently, don’t we 1—A. I certainly did not under-
stand them to advise sucl a course ; on the contrary, the News and
Courier particularly stated on several occasions that every man had a
right to prefer bis own laborers and those to whom the merchants
shounld advauce to.

Q. You say Tabo Frase did not vote at all; do you mean he did not
vote at the Lawtonville precinct?—A. I mean that he did not vote at
this precinct, aud he says he did not vote at all.

Q. You say some six persous say they have voted the Democratic
ticket ; can you give me the names of those parties T—A. I stated some
half-dozen or wmore would have voted the Democratic ticket if they
had not been threatened ; some of their names are Denis Percy, Romeo
Lawton, Captain Buckner, Fortune Butler, and several others, but don’t
recollect their names and don’t know the names of others. If I had
time would recollect others.
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Q. Is Zack Daniels a land-owner —A. Not that I know of.

Q. Is he not a worthless fellow, and takes every opportunity to get
drunk §—A. On the contrary, I look upon him as one of the best men in
the country. He will take his tea when he gets it.

Q. Is it not your experience that a few turbulent characters are gen-
erally present on public occasions who curse around and threaten peo-
ple t—A. Sometimes there is, at others not; but they are generally
Republican colored men who are said to be leaders in this part of the
country. ‘

Q. In this vicinity is there a single Democrat who curses I—A. Cer-
tainly. N

Q. Was not election-day a cold, raw, damp day —A. It was rainy in
the morning, not very cold.

Q. Did these Republicans you mention bhave any guns with them,
drilling and mustering, on day of election I—A. None that 1 know of.

Q. Did they not simply go through the infantry foot-drill i—A. They
marched around without guns, with d rnmmers at head of column beat-
ing same. :

Q. Prior to election were there any otler organizations (ritle or saber
clubs) in this vicinity —A. After proclamation of Chamberlain there
was nove that I know of except one company of State militia which had
been disbanded and reorganized same day. This company was colored.

Q. Do you not know that the cause of their disbanding was that they
bad completed the three years’ service for which they were mustered,
had expired, and that they immediately reorganized for three years’ ser-
vice in State militia I—A. I have no means of knowing.

Q. Did the proclamation of Governor Chamberlain and President
Grant prohibit the drilling of the State militia ¥—A. I don’t remember.

Q. Could the colored men you mention as being affected by these proc-
lamations read; and, if 8o, have you any knowledge that they read these
proclamations I—A. Some of them could read, others not. I have heard
some of them speaking of the proclamations. They must have read or

heard them read.
E. F. WARREN.
Sworn to this 17th day of February, 1877.
[sEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Deposition of Andrew Howard, (colored,) in the matter of the contest of
G. D. Tillman against Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the
United States. ‘

SouTH CAROLINA, Beaufort County:

ANDREW HOWARD, a witness of the legal age, deposes as follows, he
bLeing produced by contestant, on due notice to contestee, in answer to
questions propounded by contestant or his attorney :

Question. Where do you live! Where were you born and reared ?
How old are you? Where did you vote at the last election —Answer.
I live on Mr. Tuten’s place, near Lawtonville, Beaufort County, South
Carolina. I was born and reared at Mr. Bostick’s place, near Lawton-
ville; about thirty or thirty-five years old. I voted at Lawtounville pre-
cinct. I am a laborer.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation practiced by Republicans, colored
Republicans, toward those colored men who were going to vote Demo-
cratic tickets at the last general election at this precinct (Lawtourille)
either before, at, or since the election I—A. The day of the voting I had
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to get Mr. Thomas to come that morning with us; we heard tle threat
that any colored man who voted the Democratic ticket would be met by
aclub ou the road at the school-house, who would double-bank and give
them one handred lashes apiece. I asked Mr. Thomas to lend us his
mules and come with us as a protection for us,and he did so. We came
on horseback from Mr. Thomas’s to the polls, and Amos Miller said I
was a3 damn son of a bitch; that I voted the Democratic ticket for corn
and bacon after I bad voted; my brother Thomas, Bob Owens, and
Grady Brown, and Mr. John Thomas, a white man, came with me; also
Miles Rapley, all colored, except Mr. Thomas.

The colored Bepublicans were on the road in clabs at the school-house
where I heard they would be; did not disturb us that morning; I did
vote Democratic ticket; before I voted, colored Republicans said they
wouald go round in clubs to the houses of colored men who voted Demo-
cratic tickets and give them one hundred lashes. This before the elec-
tion was repeated at the polls election-day. A great many colored men
were present; they had company in line at the time, and spoke it dis-
tinetly ; many beard it at the timme. Some said their necks ought to be
cracked, some said they ought to be hung, some said they ought to be
shot if they voted Democratic tickets. These Republicans were armed
with sticks and pistols; one had a sword.

1 would not have come to the polls if Mr. Thomas bad not come with
me, because I feared these men would beat me. They had said that all
the Democrats should live with the Democrats. I heard that we would
be beaten. Amos Miller told me that they would beat me if I did vote
the Democratic ticket. The other men who came with ne told me they
would not come without Mr. Thomas came with us, as they were afraid
of being beat. This crowd of tnen at the school-house told me before
that they would beat me if I voted the Demoecratic ticket. I remained
in Lawtonville until night. Mr. Cane. a white man, came to the box.
Mack Patterson and these colored men brandished their sticks and said
that they had heard that Grant would send out troops in a few days to
protect them in their undertaking; that they were now at Gillisonville,
aud would divide the land—cut it up and divide it so that every Repub-
licam would have a home, and no Democrat should have oue.

Q- If it had not been for the threats and intimidation that you speak
of, would more of the colored men have voted Democratie tickets —A.
Yes, sir; they said they would do so; but for the threats, Democrats
would have got many more votes. Iknow of my own knowledge many
who did not come, and some who did come and voted Republican ticket
unwillingly. Of those who staid away and did not vote, [ know of
about twenty; and of those who came and voted Republican ticket I
know of some ten more that they would have got; I mean Democrats
would have got these votes if the colored men who remained at home
bad not been kept away from the polls by fear, and those I mention as
voting Republican ticket unwillingly had not been forced to do so
through fear.

Cross examined : )

Q. Yon live on Mr. Thomas’s land, do yoa 3—A. No, sir; on Mr. Tu-
ten's land.

Q. What made you go to Mr. Thomas, instead of Mr. Tuten for pro-
tection 1—A. I was'living with Mr. Thomas at that time,.

Q. Do you expect to reut land of Mr. Thomas this year?—A. I do
not,

Q. At the time of election you were living with Mr. Thomas 7—A.
Yes, 1 was living with Mr. Thomas under contract for labor.
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Q. Did not Mr.Thomas talk to you about voting Democratic ticket ¥—
A. Yes, sir; he asked me what ticket I would vote; I told him Demo-
cratic ticket.

Q. Did not Mr. Thomas or Mr. Tuten tell you it would be better for
you to vote Democratic ticket, and then you could have all the land,
with supplies, that you wanted —A. No, sir; they never have told me
anything of that kind.

NQ. Did not you hear that Democrats in this vicinity said so1—A.

o, sir.

Q. No one prevented you from going up to the polls on day of elec-
tion and putting Democratic ticket in box ?—A. No one ; I voted early.

Q. Did Bob Owens, Grady Brown, aud Willis Peeples vote Demo-
cratic ticket 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Didyou see any one prevent them from putting Democratic tickets
in the box {—A. No, sir.

Q. You say that that company that, was drilling, some of them had
guns that day 9—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It E. F. Warren says that he did not see them with guns, he could
not have noticed them partlculaﬂv on that day ¥—A. If he did not see
any guns he could not have noticed very particularly.

Q. Dou’t you know a large number of the men that were drilling that
(‘1;1._\!"?—-1&. 1 have seen them, but do not know their names; I know
Miller.

Q. Did Amos Miller have a gun on that day ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. What was the club you saw at school-house I—A. It was the
same men that were drilling.

Q. Did you ever hear any of those men say before election, or when
vou met them at the school-house, that they would put one hundred
lashes on you !—A. I heard Amos Miller say so at the poll, and heard
it also before I went for Thomas.

Q. Has Amos Miller or any of them put a single stripe on you¥—A.
No, sir.

Q. Was this said before youn voted or after you voted ?—A. Before I
voted and after [ voted. Awmos Miller told me so, and I heard the
threat generally talked of.

. ? Did not you say that this company run Amos Miller 1—A. Yes, sir;

did.

Q. What ticket did Amos Miller vote?—A. I don’t know; he had two
tickets in his hand.

Q. Was not Amos Miller a captain or lieutenant in this company you
saw{—A. No, sir; one of the ranks.

Q. You say that Amos Miller threatened to put a hundred lashes on
you, and yet the sawe company run him ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many of this company did you see with pistols?—A. 1 saw
two of them.

Q. Where were these pistols1—A. In back pants pocket.

Q. You say five or six promised to vote Democratic tickets. Give
me their names?—A. Billy Barnes, Sam. Barnes, Howard Barnes, Ca-
laeb Wallace, Bob Owens, George Owens, Rueben Fields, Ned Slider,
and others,

Q. Whose place do they live on I—A. Peeples and Morrissey plaees.

Q. You say about twenty voters never came to the polls. Who are
they ?—A. David Council, John , Ben. Black, Charles Thompson,
Peter Thompson, Little Peter Thompeon, (I do not "know whether he is
of age or not,) July Tison, old man Tison, David Brantley, Oliver Brant-
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ley, Flander Maxwell, William Davis, John Davia—all T can remember
just now. There are others I could remember if I could study over it.
Q. Did you visit any other poll during day of election 1—A. No, sir.
Q. Then these men you have mentioned may have voted elsewhere 1—
A, I take their words for it that they did not vote.

his
ANDREW 4 HOWARD.
mark.
Sworn to before me this 20th February, 1877.
|SEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Deposition of Zack Daniels in the matter of the contest between G. D.
Tillman against Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the
United States.

SouTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

ZACK DANIELS, (colored,) witnesss of the legal , deposes as fol-
lows, being produced as a wituess by coutestant upon due mnotice to
contestee:

Question. Where do you live, what is your occupation, and where did
you vote at the last election, and what is your name —Answer. In Beau-
fort County, near Lawtonville; am a farmer; voted at Lawtonville pre-
cinct; Zack Daniels..

Q. Do you know of any intimidation practiced by the Republicans to-
wards colored Democrats, or those colored men who wanted to vote Dem-
ocratic tickets, at, before, or since the last election —A, The Republicauns
tried totake me off from thestand at Lawtonville for speaking in the Dem-
ocratic interest; said they would take me down and kill me; wasalarge
number present ; said ¢ Take damned Democrat down,” ¢ Don't let him
speak,” « Kill him.” They were kept from carrying threats intoexecution
by the interferenco of others; friends preveuted it. I had to quit.
Would not let me speak. Attempted to do the same thing at Brighton,
bat were again prevented. Said those men who voted the Democratic
ticket should be whipped and be turned away from the churech. This
was a general thing among the Republicans of this neighborhood. Said
if a colored Democrat were to die, would not bury him.

These threats were so violent that I was afraid to go among them.
Said that at the election would have United States troops to support
them, and would show Democrats that colored men should not vote
Democratic ‘ticket. Would get troops from Grant and Chamberlain.
Said, also, that the colored men who voted Democratic ticket were vot-
ing to put the negro back into slavery. A great many who belonged to
the church were deterred from voting because of threats of expulsion
and beating. On the day of the election, Republicans drilled near polls;
had clubs; cursed and abused colored men who would vote Democratic -
ticket. Heard no threat of killing directly at the polls that day. They
took Democratic tickets from one and gave him another, a Republican

. ticket, followed him, and frightened him until he did vote the Republi-
can ticket. They carsed and abused all who did vote the Democratic
ticket.

Q. Was there anything else which happened on that day calculated
t,(l)] iut(ilmidate 1—A. Do not know ; do not remember any more happening
that day.

Q. If those colored men who intended to vote Democratic ticket had
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not been thus intimidated and left to themselves, would they bave voted
Democratic ticket —A. They would; (some did vote Democratic
ticket who feared to have it known—fear to bave it known even yet;)
that is, at this time are afraid to have it known.

Q. Would the result of the election bave been different at this pre-
cinet if they had been unmolested ; that is, colored voters, if they had
been unmolested, and if there had been no such interference as afore-
said 1—A. Yes, 8ir; the result would have been different. Democrats
would have got & great many more votes; fifty or seventy-five—perhaps
eighty more votes.

Q. Then this intimidating inflaence practiced by Republicans tended
to create a general terrorisin among those who intended to vote Demo-
cratic ticket, (I mean colored men,) did or did it not I—A. It did most
assuredly.

Cross-examined :

Q. Were you not a delegate from this vicinity to the Republican con-
vention in September last ¥—A. I was, sir.

Q. About what time were you converted to democracy I—A. In Octo-
ber some time.

Q. Whose land do you live on 3—A. T. O. B. Wood’s land.

Q. Did T. O. B. Wood ever speak to you about changing your politi-
cal principles }—A. No; he has never asked me to change, nor spoken
to me about changing ; have talked about corruption of the government.

Q. By what party was the meeting called when you say they threat-
ened to take you from the stand ¥—A. One of the meetings was called
by Republicans; the other by the Democrats.

Q. In what month were these meetings held I—A. Both in October.

Q. At the Republican meeting, was it generally known that you had
turned Democrat I—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Are you a church member —A. No, sir.

Q. Who threatened to turn others out of the church ¥ —A. I could not
now name persons, but they were colored Republicans.

Q. Can you give the names of those who were so threatened —A.
Tavo Fraser. 1donot know names of others; it was rumored and gen-
erally understood.

Q. Then it was from rumor that you know that others were threat-
ened ¥—A. Yes, sir; except that Tavo Fraser told me he was. I did
not attend church often.

Q. What ticket did Tavo Fraser vote I—A. He did not vote at all.
He was not at Lawtonville poll, and said he did not vote.

Q. You said in direct-examination that a great many who belonged
to the church said that because they would be turned out of church they
would not vote. Can you give me the names of any of this great
many 1—A, It was current rumor; did not charge my memory with
names.

Q. If you bad been left to yourself, without any interference either
from Democrats or Republicans, what ticket would you have voted 1—
A. I would have voted a part of the Democratic ticket. After I was
threatened by Republicans I was determined to show them I would vote
the whole Democratic ticket.

Q. Would you have voted for Robert Smalls for Congress ¥—A. No,
sir.

Q. Then, whether you bad been threatened or not, you would not
have voted for Robert Smalls for Congress ¥—A. I would not have voted
for Robert Smalls under any circumstance whatever,
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Q. Did you see any personal violence used by any oue, or on any one,
by Republicans, on the day of election ¥—A. No, sir; except pushing,
pulling, and rudely jerking. I saw nooune beaten on the day of election.

ZACK + DANIELS.

. mark.

Sworn to before me this 20th February, 1877.

[SEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Deposition of John T. Morrison, of Lawtonville precinct, in the matter
of contested election by G. D. Tillman against Robert. Smalls for a
seat in the Congress of the United States.

SouTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

JorN T. MORRISON, a witness of the legal age, being produced by
contestant, on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in answer to
questions propounded by the contestant:

Question. What is your name? What your age? Where do you re-
side? What is your occupation? And did you vote at the last general
election? If so, at what place did you vote!—Answer. My name is
John T. Morrisor; am 35 years old; live near Lawtonville, Beaufort
County ; school- teacher and farmer; voted at Lawtonville precinct.

Q. Did you hold any official posmon at the last election ; and, if so,
were you sworn, and by whom ¥—A. I was appointed United States
assistant supervisor by Poineer. Wags sworn in by W. J. Causey. Do
not know if he was a notary public or trial.justice, or either. I am not
certain who swore in managers.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation practiced by Republicans an the
day of election, previous to or sabsequent to that day, against colored
men who desired or intended to vote Democratic ticket? If so, state
it in detail.—A, I beard numbers of colored men say that they were
afraid to vote Democratic ticket before the election. It was & common
talk among colored men in the neighborhood that they would vote Dem-
ocratic ticket if they were not afraid. One reason was, that they
would be turned out of their churches; would be socially ostracised ;
would be whipped by the colored Republicans. Some also said that their
lives had been threatened ; that Republican leaders had also exacted an
oath from colored men soon after the war. These were given as reasons
why they feared to vote. I will give as a single instance, that on one
occasion, previous to electiou, a colored man working in my field was
asked by some colored Republicans how he would vote. He replied
Democrat, when they immediately made violent threats. (These Repub-
licans were passing near my field at the time.)

(Objection by counsel for contestee to questions asked at this point
not placed on record.)

The proclamations of Chamberlain and Grant,ordering the disbanding
of rifle-clubs and other military organizations, made a decided chauge.
Previous to these proclamations we thought—felt satisied—that we
would carry the election. The colored men rode with us; wore Demo-
cratic badges; promised to vote with us. These proclamations at once
drew a line of distinction between white and colored; the colored men
could not be approached on the subject. Those eolored men who had be-
fore aftilliated witb us and bad ridden with us to public meetings discon-
tinued. We had no military organization in this precinct.
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It was a general talk also among colored people that they might be
punished by the government, by Grant and Chamberlain, if they voted
Democratic ticket. If I had been a colored man and a Republican I
would have been afraid to vote Democratic ticket at any precinct in this
neighborhood. On the day of election I was uneasy that an outbreak
would occur on the part of Republicans; reports were general that arms
would be brought by colored Republicans. I met the Republican man-
agers at the polls, two Republican managers and one Democratic man-
ager. Every thing passed off quietly until about eight or nine o’clok a. m.

A large body of colored Republicans, in military organization, properly
officered, commanded by an officer in full uniform; officers had clubs
in their bands; marched up near the polls and performed military evo-
lations. These came from the neighborhood below, and were joined at
this place by a similar party from above, all coming in in military order.
They halted, broke up in a mass, rusbed in to the polls, crowding
around so that I found it difficult to keep them from forcing me out. I
had on my hat, badge of office, which they could not fail to see. There
was no peace officer on the ground at the time.

Q. During the drilling, and after they had broken line, was there any
shouting, brandishing of sticks, or other weapons displayed ¥—A. There
wag a number of sticks brandished; much hollooing. They were very
threatening in their demeaunor. Whean a colored man attempted to vote
Democratic ticket he was taken off by them. They reformed, placed
him in front, doubled-quicked him to the polls, and he would vote Repub-
lican ticket. This, I mean, they did in one iustance twice; that is,
doubled-quicked him up twice. The secoud time he was brought up he
voted Republican ticket. There was one colored man that I saw taken
off from the polls by two colored men with clubs. He seemed mach
alarmed. The same who was afterwards double-quicked.

Q. What effect did this system of intimidation have upon those col-
ored meu who wanted to vote the Democratic ticket?—A. It made them
vote Republican ticket. The only colored men who voted Demcratic
ticket were those who voted very early iu the morning before this crowd
arrived or late in the evening.

Q. What would have been the difference in the result of the election
at this precinet if no such intimidation had been practiced by Republi-
cans {—A. The result would have been very different; after supervising
the election, I was surprised, and would say, that it woald have been
an open question which party would bave been ahead; think it very
likely Democrats would have carried election here.

Q. How many more votes would Democrats have received if no in-
timidation had been practiced —A. A great number more.

Q. What did you do with the oath you signed as supervisor?—A. I
retained it; either have it at home now or burned it up a few unights
ago; did not return or forward it.

Q What did you do with your retarn as supervisori—A. Forwarded
it by mail to Poineer; did not swear to retarun.

Q. Do you know of any other intimidation, I mean generally}—A. A
night or two previous to the election there were runners through the
country, who, by threats of some punishment from the government,
caused colored people to fear to vote Democratic ticket, something
which entirely changed the phase of the election.

Cross-examined :

Q. As supervisor, did you not endeavor to carry out your instructions
to the best of your knowledge and ability !—A. I did.
Q. All that you know about threats of Leing turned out of church
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and whipping, is what has been told you, is it not?—A. Yes, sir; by
the parties threatened telling me,

Q. How far were you from the men who threatened men plowing in
your field —A. About one hundred and fifty yards.

Q. Did you hear the words used ¥—A. I did, but do not now remem-
ber the words. :

Q. Did you read proclamations of Chamberlain and Grant —A. I did.

Q. Were there any rifle or saber clubs in this section other than the
State militia%¥—A. I know of no clubs armed with rifles and sabers;
know of no weapous in this country, other than sporting guns.

d Q. Do you kunow of any military clubs that were not armed 1—A. I
o not.

Q. Was thereanything in those proclamations which forbade the as-
sembly and drilling of the State militia ¥—A. I do not remember.

Q. Was there any thingin those proclamations which forbade the peace-
able assembling of political clubs ?—A. I do not think there was, but
the impression created among some was that there might be some dan-
ger in the meeting of clubs. ‘

Q. Do you know in what month those proclamations were issued I—
A. [ think in October—September or October.

Q. After that time did the Democratic political clubs yon spoke of
discontinue holding meetings 9—A. After finding our meetings could not
or was not embraced in the proclamations, we continued to meet.

Q. How soon after did the right of peaceable assembly for a
lawful purpose was not abrogated by those proclamations 3—A. The
proclamations were discussed at our next meeting, and we found that
our club was not embraced in the proclamations, and we continued to
meet.

Q. You say there were rumors of impending outbreaks. Did you hear
these rumors from Democrats or Republicans 3—A. I heard danger was
anticipated by both parties.

Q. Do yoa mean by that, that each party were afraid of the other ¥—
A. The Democrats were afraid a disturbance wonld be brought about by
Republicans who wonld beat and maltreat those who were going to vote
Democratic tickets, (colored men, I mean.)

Q. Had these men voted at the time you say they marched up to the
polls¥—A. No; not at this poll.

Q. Do you know, at this precinct, on the day of election, if any one
was struck or received bodily injury ¥ —A. I do not know of any one.

Q. Who was the man whom you say was carried off from the polls,
g}ull afterward brought back and voted the Republican ticket i—A. Amos

iller. ’

Q. Who was the man you say was taken away and afterward voted
the Republican ticket?—A. The same mau.

Q. Did not the Democrats at this precinct, as a general thing, voto
early on that day —A. I think they did.

Q. How many Democratic votes were polled on that day ¥—A. I do not
know; I think one hundred and forty.

Q. Do you know how many white Democrats voted here on that day —
A, [ cannot state; 1 fear I overstated the amount the Democrats re-
ceived. As nearly as I can recollect, there was about one hundred and
twenty Democratic votes, and two hundred and thirty Republican.

Q. On what do you base your impression that some terrible threat
changed the whole phase of the election ¥—A. A surprise on part of
Democrats seeing 8o many of their employés in the ranks of the com-
pany who voted the Republican ticket, and the indisposition on the part
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of colored men who had promised to vote Democratic to talk or have
anything to do with us a few days before the election.

Q. On what impression do you base the impression that runners were
out that only traveled through the night—A. I heard both parties
speak of it.

Q. Was not there a general disposition on the day of election to re-
spect your authority as supervisor at tlus precinct 1—A. Not at first,
but afterward there was.

Redirect exuminatiom :

Q. You that say Amos Miller was the party referred to that was taken
off from the polls by two colored men with clabs. How was he brought
back to the polls, and was he followed by others f—A. He was brought
back by a colored company of Republicans, at the double-quick, who
were braundishing their clubs and using threatening language. This
was repeated twice.

Q. You say your authority as supervisor was not at first respected ;
explain what you mean by at first, and whether your authority was dis-
regarded by Democrats or Republicans.—A. It was disregarded by the
Republican company, who endeavored to push me from the polls, and it
would have been hazardous for me to have challenged a vote.

Q. What circumstance later in the day caused the colored Repabli-
cans to recognize your official authority —A. Because the Democrats
called on e to keep order, and the Republicans saw me taking down

names.
JNO. T. MORRISON.

Sworn to before me this 21st day of February, 1877.
[SEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, S. C.

Deposition of Phlander McZeane, (colored,) in matter of contest by G
D. Tillman against Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the
United States.

SoUuTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County:

PHLANDER MCZEANE, (colored,) a witness of the legal age, prodaced
by contestant ou due notice to contestee, deposes as follows:

Question. What is your name? Where do you live! What is your
occupation,and where did you vote at the last election I—Answer. Phlan-
der McZeane. I live near Lawtonville, Beaufort County, South Car-
olina. I am a farmer and laborer. I did not vote at the last general
election.

Q. Why did you not vote I—A. Because I was afraid to vote.

Q. Why were you afraid to vote, and would you have voted if you
had not been afraid, and for which party ¥—A. Because I was threat-
ened so bad by colored Republicans that if I did not vote a Republican
ticket, or if I came to the polls and voted a Democratic ticket, that.
they would whip me to death. Also, at Brighton, before the election,
other colored Republicans threatened me so that I was afraid. There
were 80 many Republicans who threatened me at different times if I
voted Democratic ticket they would beat me. Some threatened to beat
me and scme threatened to kill me. I would have voted the Demo-
cratic ticket if I bad not been afraid. I did not attend the polls.

Q. Were there any other colored men who were going to vote the
Democratic ticket; or who desired to do so, threatened by colored Re.
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publicans ; and, if so, how many ¥—A. Yes, 8ir; there were others who
wanted to vote Democratic tickets that I know of who did not attend
the polls because of prior threats; about ten that I know of remained
at home in consequence. Five that I know of came to polls and did not
vote at all for same reason. I did not attend the poll, and do not know
ifany voted Republican tickets who intended to vote Democratic.

Q. Were the threats made by colored Republicans general or spe-
cial!—A. The threats were general throughout this portion of the coun-
try, heard from a good many men and in a good many places; heard
others threatened besides myself,

Q. What was the effect produced on colored men by the proclamations
of Chamberlain and Grant in reference to the disbaunding of military
organizatious, rifle and saber clubs —A. There was a general talk
among colored Republicans that Chamberlain and Grant would send
troops on day of election to make the colored men who wanted to vote
Democratic tickets vote Republican tickets. This talk was before the
election, and we heard that the troops were at Gillisonville. Colored
Republicaus said if colored men voted Democratic tickets they would
be taken up by the troops. This deterred them from voting—that is,
many from voting—and caused others to vote Republican tickets who
desired to vote Democratic tickets.

Cross-examined : N

Q. Whose land do you live on *—A. T. O. B. Wood’s.

Q. Have any colored people left his lands since clection I—A. William
Edish and his family.

Q. Whose land did they move to1—A. To Mr. Holcombe's land.
Also, old man Sam Daniels and his f:amily have gone to Branson. These
are all,

Q. Give me the names of those who threatened you 3—A. Oliver
Beatty for one. Once in theroad, coming from church, and on the day
of the election in Mr. Wood’s yard.

Q. Are these the only times you were threatened ¥—A. I was threat-
ened by others at different times.

Q. Have you heard of any one bLeing killed in this neighborhood for
voting Democratic —A. I have heard of no one being killed, but have
beard of three being badly whipped for it.

Q. Give me the names of some of the ten who staid at home.—A. Tavo
Fraser, Bob , dou’t know his surname; can’t think of any other
liames just now.

Q. How do you know there were abount ten ¥—A. I did not take down
the names, as I did not expect to be called on to testify, but know of
that namber.

Q. Give me the names of those five who went to the polls and did not
vote—A. David Beatty wasone; dou’t remember others for saie reason.

Q. How do you know there were five who went to the polls and re-
tarned without voting —A. Heard them say so.

Q. You say that you heard others threatened. Give me some of their
nawes —A. Zack Daniels, Bill Russell ; all I recollect the names of just
now,

Q. What did Grant say in his proclamation —A. I only heard that
lie was going to send a troop through on day of election to make all
colored men vote Dewocratic ticket.

Q. You say there was several who voted Republican ticket who wanted
to vote Democratic ticket ; can you give me the names of any of them?—
A. I am unable just now to recall all the names.
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Redirect examination :

Q. Can you read or write —A. No, sir.

Q. Do you take a newspaper $—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you not depend for your knowledge of the proclamation of
which you speak upon what colored Republicans told you —A. That
was only the means I had to know. :

Q. Do not colored people in this county frequently change their sur-
names I—A. Yes, sir; they do, and particularly about election times.

Q. How is it that yon do not remember more naines —A. Because of
this frequent change, and because I did not charge my mind with it.

Q. You speak of being threatened at different times ; was the parties
so threatening alone ¥—A. Generally in a crowd.

hi
FLANDER -+ MCZEANE.

mark.

JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public Beaufort County, S. C.

Adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock a. m. to-morrow morning.

Sworn to before me this 21st , 1877.

LAWTONVILLE, S. C,,
February 22, 1877.

Met pursuant to adjournment and proceéded to take deposition of J.
D. Johnson.

Deposition of J. D. Johuson, in matter of contest by G. D. Tillman
against Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United
States.

SouTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County:

J. D. JOHNSON, a witness of the legal age, being produced by con-
testant, on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in answer to
questious propounded by contestant or his attorney :

Question. What is your name: what is your age; what is your occa-
pation, residence, and where did you vote at the last general electiou I—
Answer. J. D. Johnson ; 50 years old; farmer, and constable, and dep-
uty sheritt, (special deputy ;) [ live near Stafford’s Cross-Roads, Beaufort
County ; voted Democratic ticket at Lawtonville precinct.

Q. Have you an extensive acqguaintance in this county, colored and
whitef—A. I am personally acquainted with almost every man, white
and colored, in this section of Beaufort County.

Q. Do you know of the existence of any system of intimidation prac-
ticed by colored Republicans toward or against colored men who wanted
to vote Democratic ticket? If so, state briefly.—A. On the day of elec-
tion an old colored man who had, for the purpose of escape from voting
Democratic ticket, gone into the garden of Capt. E. H. Peeples, was
brought to polls and forced by bribery and intimidation to vote Republi-
can ticket; he was promised by these colored men five dollars if he did
80, and threatened if he did not. Another colored man, Amos Miller,
came into the piazza and said he wanted to vote Democratic ticket.
He was jerked from the piazza and told by colored men, in a lond voice,
that they would give any colored man the devil who voted that ticket.
They abused him and spoke very angrily. Drums were beating and the
colored men were marching toand fro. I saw some gung aud clubs
among the colored men ; drilled until late in the evening. 1 heard them
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frequently assert in a loud voice that they would whip and give any
colored man the devil who voted Demeocratie ticket ; before the elec-
tion I heard colored Republicans threates all over the neighborhood
that they would whip any colored man who voted Democratic ticket.
I heard the threats generally through the country; did not charge my
memory with the names of the parties threatening.

Q. Do you know of any of these threats having been carried into ex-
ecution *— A. 1 do; one Peter Johnson, a colored man, who lived at the
time on my place, was whipped by colored Republicans for voting Dem-
ocratic ticket. I heard Peter Roberts say that they, the Republican
colored men, had threatened to whip him for voting Democratic ticket.

Q. Did you see constable arrest any one for whipping colored men
for voting ‘Democratic ticket ¥—A. I did, under or by authority of a
warrant issued by Trial-Justice Mul]lgan arrest colored man and at-
tempted the arrest of others; trialjustice directed me to press three or
four men to assist in the arrest; I did so; I arrested a colored wan,
Frank Grant, with gun in woods.

(Counsel for contestee objects to any further testimony on this sub-
ject on the grouund that it is not material.)

I carried him to trial-justice and left him in charge of other parties ;
I then returned and arrested another eolored man, Moses Grant, placed
bim in the custody of Franklin Cansey ; I then arrested Washington
Brown; I placed him in custody of Medicus Ellis; a colored man,
Tobe -Johnson, was next arrested ; he promised me that he would report
to Mulligan. 1then proceeded to the house of Moses Perry, jr., attended
by my assistants, (Shuman, Deloach, and Ellis.)

Passing through a field I heard a yell, and saw a crowd of colored
persons approaching. 1 had no one with me under arrest at the time,
baving sent them forward. I commanded peace. These colored men
fired about twenty guns into my pesse,and killed one of my posse, John
Shuman. Another of my posse, Abram Deloach, was also shot and
stabbed in several places with a bayonet. These colored Republicans
also attempted, after guns were discharged, to thrust a bayonet into N.
W. Ellis, another of my posse. Prisoners were released from trial justice
by force, and colored Republicans, armed, concentrated in force, defying
arrest.

We telegraphed for sheriff of the county, who arrived, and -at the
head of a very large posse of white men dispersed the colored men. I
rode around the country, and ascertained that these colored men were
being rapidly re-enforced, but cannot say how many were concentrated.
A number were disarmed, but 1 am satisfied that a great namber of
them escaped with arms throngh the woods; have no positive knowl-
edge of the number, but a large number. They offered no resistance
to sheriff and his posrse. I saw some of the officers who came to meet
we on road, and said that if Sheriff Wilson demaunded any tbey would
give them up.

Q. But for the general intimidation and particular threats of which
you speak of being practiced and made by colored Republicans toward
colored wen who wanted to vote Democratic ticket, would the result of
Iihg_ election have been changed 1—A. I think it wonld bave been very

ifferent.

Cross-examined :

Q. How do you know that Amos Miller wanted to vote Democratic
ticket 7—A. He said so at the time.
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Q. Did you see Peter Johnson whipped ¥—A. I did not, but saw him
directly after he was whipped.

Q. Was there not a colored man shot and killed before Shuman was
killed ¥—A. There was, after firing was commenced by them.

Q. Are you not under bond to appear at the June term of the court
for his being killed ¥—A. I am.

Redirect examination :

Q. You speak of a colored man having been killed before Mr. Shu-
man was killed. Was he killed before the firing was commenced by the
colored men on your posse I—A. No, sir; he was not. The colored Re-
publicans cownmenced the firing, and had fired at least a dozen guns
before this colored man was shot.

Q. Have these colored men been acquitted for the murder of Shuman ?
—A. They have not been tried yet.

J. D. JOHNSON.

Sworn to this 21st day of February, 1877.

L. 8] JEFF. WARREN, -

Notary Public, Beaufort County, S. C.

Deposition of D. B. Gohagan, in the wmatter of contest of G. D. Tillman
against Robert Swalls for a seat in the Congress of the United
States.

STATE OF SoUTH CAROLINA,

Beaufort County:

D. B. GOTAGAN, & witness of legal age produced by the contestant
on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows:

Present: G. D. Tillman, by couasel, J. E. Lansey; and A. G. Thomas,
of counsel for contestee. -

Question. State where you live, your occupation, and age.—Answer.
Ilivein Lawton Township, Beaufort County. I am a farmer; age, thirty-
five.

Q. Were you a manager at the last election; and, if so, at what pre-
cinct?™—A. I was a manager at the place known as Lawton Church
precinct.

Q. Were you regularly sworn in as a manager of election, and if so,
by what officer; and were the other managers sworn in, and, if so, by
whom{—A. I was sworn by Trial-Justice I¢. J. Mulligan on my way to
polls. Just before daylight I called at Mulligan’s, and was sworn.
After I reached the polls I swore the other two managers. (I stopped
at Mulligan’s and told him to swear me in.)

Q. Who was chairman of that board of managers at that precinct, and
who appointed chairman ; when, where, and how was he appointed —
A. Jobn B. Bascom was chairman. Myself and the other managers,
after we got to the precinct on day of election, agreed, as Bascom bad
managed elections before, that he would be the best and had better act
as chairman. Jobn B. Bascom is a colored Republican.

Q. After Bascom was elected chairman, did he swear the other man-
agers in #—A. No, sir; I swore Bascom and George Lawton; the other
manager, George Lawton, is also a colored Republican.

Q. How did Trial-Justice Mulligan swear you; did youn sign & writ-
ten oath; and, if so, did he administer an oath to you before you sigued
the same ¥—A. He wrote off the oath, and I signed it; he swore as he
usually takes an oath, I believe. He had no Bible. He handed we the
oath and I signed it. I am not positive whether I heldl my hand up or
not.
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Q. What did you do with that written oath that you took ¥—A. I put
t in the ballot-box. .

Q. You say you swore in the other managers. When did you do it,
bow did you swear them, and what was done with the oath, if it was a
written oath !—A. After we got on the election-ground, just before we
opened the polls, I swore in the other managers. I read the oath to
them. There was no Bible; they Leld up their bands, and signed a sep-
arate oath from the one I had taken. This was also put in the ballot-
box before we locked the box.

Q When did you open the polls? When were they closed! Was
there any adjournment or intermission —A, I suppose we opened the
the polls about seven o'clock. We closed polls about six—that is abont
sinset. There was some little adjournment, but all the managers did
Lot quit the polls at any oue time.

Q. Who swore the voters on that day !—A. Bascom did the wmost of
it. Sometimes I administered the oath, and sometimes I don’t know if
Lawton did not.

Q. How many voters were sworn at the same time; and how many
did yon and Lawton swear?—A. One at a time. I administered the
oath several times during the day ; cau’t say how many.

Q. When, where, and how did you count the votes; and were there
any informalities ¥—A. After we got through we opened the bLox and
proceeded to count. We counted out the votes; and we got bothered
incounting. Bascom moved that we should close the box for that night,
and meet at Stafford’s Cross-Roads the next day, about six milesoft, We
closed the box, according to the motion of Bascom, and we met the next
day at Stafford’s Cross-Roads and completed the count.

Q. How many votes had been counted up to the time you got both-
ered, and what was the cause of this botheration ?—A. After opening
the box we found how many votes were in the box. We could not get
1t arranged—the number of votes for such and such men. There wasa
large crowd there, and they got bothering us so that we could not keep
the count; the crowd was so large and bothered so that we could
wot keep the count for the candidates; I mean for each candidate.
Bascom moved that we should adjourn.

Q. You say you found out how mauy votes were in the box ; how did
voufind that out 3—A. After we had closed the polls Bascom unlocked
the box, and we turned the votes out on a table. We then counted the
number of ballots; one man counted red tickets, another counted out
the other color. We soon after closed the box. We ascertained by the
color of the tickets. We decided how many for the Republican and
bow many for the Democratic party.

Q. Dia you count the ballots by calling the name of each party who
was voted for upon that ballot, and having regular tellers at that time,
or how did you count them?—A. The tickets were arranged by the
color, as we could tell which was voted for Chamberlain and which for
Hampton. A fter we got through we picked up the Chamberlain colored
lickets and put them in a pile—Hampton’s vote in a pile. We counted
them by the heading of the tickets. We undertook then to tally them,
but got bothered, and did not.

Q. What caused the botheration?—A. In the crowd we could not
regalate the count; some tickets were scratched, and we—the crowd
bothering and the scratched tickets, we adjourned to Stafford’s Cross-
Roads, six miles distant.

Q. By whom, or what party, were you pressed on that night—how
tear did they crowd round the table?—A. By the Republican party.

H. Mis. 11—9
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They were near enough to take off or push in votes, but I did not see
any attempt to do that.

Q. Were you one of the party who had charge of some of the votes
poured on the table, and how wany other parties had charge of batches
of ballots t—A. I was; just the managers and supervisors had charge
of the batches.

Q. Did each one have a separate batch, and how many piles were
they I—A. Each one that was counting had a separate pile—four piles
that I remmember.

Q. How many Republican and how many Democratic piles were
they I—A. I think, as well as I remember, that one man would hand,
when he found a Republican ticket, he would hand it over to three Re-
publicans, and the Democratic ticket to one Democrat. 'We counted by
sight—color of ballot.

Q. You say there were many Republicans near enough to the table
to abstract or put in votes or ballots; could you have seen anything of
this kind if it had taken place at all the different piles inclading your
own !—A. I could bave discovered it at my own pile, but I never no-
ticed the others.

Q. Were there many ballots scratched ¥—A. Right smart of them.

Q. Was there most scratching on the Republican or on the Demo-
cratic ballots?—A. On the Republican; there were a good many names
on the Republican ballots which were scratched.

Q. Who suggested to have the ballots turned on the table?t—A. I
do not remember that any one suggested it. Bascom unlocked it and
turned the ballots out.

Q. Who took charge of the box that night ¥—A. John B. Bascom.

Q. Who bad charge of the key to the box, and what was the charac-
ter of the lock 2—A. The lock was a small box or little trunk lock; did
not examine it to see whether it was safe. I believe Bascom had charge
of the key.

Q. Was the lock of that character, do you think, that one could open
it with a nail or counterfeit the key 1—A. I do not know that one could
have opened it with a nail without breaking it, but think one could
have got a key to fit it.

Q. Do you not think that a number of keys could have been found in
the neighborhood to fit this lock T—A. I have seen a number of locks
and keys which resemble it.

Q. What time the next morning at Stafford’s Cross-Roads did you
commence to count votes? Who were present? In what manner did
you proceed and when did you get through —A. About 9 or 10 o’clock
a. m. Myself, others, the managers and supervisors were present. We
opened the box; don’t recollect who unlocked it; ballots. were poured
out on a counter, and we piled them, dividing by the color as we did the
night Lefore, until we got the Republican tickets to themselves and
Democratic tickets to themselves. Then we tallied themn, one at a time;
one man called out the names and two men kept tally. Got through
about 2 o’clock p. m.

Q. How were the names called out, 'and were the scratched names
only called or were all the names called ?—A. All the names were
called.

Q. How many votes were polled, and how many were found in the
box !—A. Two hundred and thirty-seven votes were polled, (237 names
I mean on the poll-lists.) We found when box was opened at Lawton
Charch precinct, 241in box. We found at the chureh two tickets rolled
up together. Four of these rolls made eight votes. We threw four
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from them away. When we opened it the next morning at Stafford’s
Cross-Roads we found 237 votes.

Q. If there had been any change in the votes which were not scratched
could you have discovered it when the votes were counted at Stafford’s
Cross-Roads the next morning ¥—A. I could not have told that.

Q. Were the votes that were folded together Republican or Demo-
cratic ¥—A. All four of the rolls, two together, were Republican.

Q. What number of votes were cast for each party —A. One hun-
dred and ninety-five Republican and forty-two Democratic.

Q. Was that the vote for Congress '—A. I do not recollect exactly.
These scratched tickets caused a little law. Think it was about that,

Q. Was that the vote sent to Beaufort?—A. Yes, sir; one hundred
and ninety-five Republicau and forty-two Democratic.

Q. Explain the scratched tickets.—A. When we got to the polls, Re-
publican tickets baving given out that was sent there for Bascom, and
he sent oft and got some old tickets that were got for the governor at
the previous election, and had them brought and the men took them.
There were on these tickets some of the names that were running at
this time and some names that were not. They scratched off names
that were not candidates at this time and added other names.

Q. Did they have any scratching for the county officers and State
officers, and where was most scratching done ¥—A. The scratching was
done throughout the ticket for county officers, State officers, United
States officers, and all. I do not recollect any scratching on the tickets
printed for this campaign. The scratching was, I think, confined to
the tickets used when the supply of new tickets had given out.

Q. Was there any change in the vote as you gave it when it got to
Beaufort 7—A. I have heard—(objected to by A. G. Thomas)—there
was a difference of twelve votes. There were said to be twelve more
Radical votes. I never went to Beaufort with the votes, and saw no
report in newspapers.

Q. Who was the man who called out the votes when counted at Staf-
ford’s Cross-Roads 1—A. 8. F. Ellis.

Q. Was he a manager or supervisor {—A. Whether he was appointed
or not I do not know. He assisted us the day before at Lawton church.
He is said to be a Democrat. He is a white man.

Q. Was there any disturbance at the polls? If so, by what party 1—
A. Yes, I should say there was. The Republican party—that is, the
negroes—had freshly-cut clubs about two feet long, I do not know the
number; all did not have them. Tbhe negroes with clubs met negroes
as they came to the polls and would give them the ticket they wanted
them to vote; that is, club-fellows did. One colored man wanted to
vote the Democratic ticket, but they worried him a long time, and did
not let him rest until he voted the Republican ticket. Another colored
man that did vote the Democratic ticket, and they tried to beat him
within fifteen feet of the polls, and swore vengeance for him when they
caught him off. Another colored man who wanted to vote the Demo-
cratic ticket who did not vote; said he feared that these men would
injure him if he did so, and that he feared to remain; he went home
without voting. There was a great deal of whooping and hallooing
around the polls by the Republican party. These colored men were threat-
ening all day that they would whip out the Democrats.

Q. What time in the day was it when the second man who desired to
vote the Democratic ticket (I mean colored man) was threatened —A.
Some time in the middle of the day ; do not recollect exactly the hour.
Trial-justice Mulligan carried him off ; they even followed him to his
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buggy, and one colored man would have struck him if another man
had not got between them.

Q. Did these parties who bad clubs, after giving tickets to others,
carry them to the polls?—A. 1f they knew them to be Republicans they
merely gave them tickets; that is, they knew they would vote that day
the Republican ticket. ‘fo those whom they doubted, or whom they
knew were Democrats, they gave the ticket and followed them to the
polls. There were right smart of the colored men who before and after-
wards expressed themselves to the effect that they desired to vote the
Democratic ticket, but feared to do. One or two colored women came
with their husbands and carried them up to the polls and made them
vote, saying they would see that their husbands voted for no one else.
Two colored men brought guns, who said they were going hunting, but
they remained at the polls until night.

Q. Did you see any pistols or other concealed weapons —A. I do not
recollect that I did. One colored man had a sword.

Q. Was there any marching, mustering, beating of drums on that
day, or a few days previous! Were there any wearing uniforms ?—A.
They brought a drum there late in the afternoon, beat it before they got
there, coming to the place. After they got there did not beat druwm
until after adjourning; did bear drum about that time. The man who
beat the drum wore a red jacket; said it was his uniform. I did not
notice clothing particularly, but saw that some had stripes on the arm
as sergeants and corporals. I do not know that there was any muster-
ing at that immediate place, but for several days previous to election
and for some time there were mustering and drum-beating at Roberts-
ville, and all through the neighborhood, by colored men.

* Q. Did these Republicans who had clubs go up to the polls in a body
on that day —A. They were in a body at the polls. I do not recollect
seeing them cowne up. :

Q. What did the man who had the sword do upon that occasion ?—
A. He marched about with those who had the clubs during the day.

Q. Did you see him carry up any persons whom you or they suspected
were going to vote the Democratic ticket ?—A. He was in the crowd
with the men with clubs, and that was their business the whole day-.

Q. The mustering that took place through the neighborhood around
Lawton church and at Robertsville, was it among the Republicans or
Democrats, and did they have State arms?—A. 1t was among the Re-
publicans ; they had State arms; breech-loading rifles.

Q. Was there any such organization among the Democrats 3—A., If
there was I never beard of it.

Q. Did Governor Chamberlain on or about the 7th of October order
all rifle-clubs to disband; and, if so, was not another proclamation
issued by President Grant on the 17th October to the same effect 1—A.
I believe there was.

Q. Did or did not these proclamations forbidding the assembling of
any such organizations tend to embolden the Republicaus and to intimi-
date the Democrats and those who intended to vote Democratic tickets !

(Objected to by A. G. Thomas, counsel for contestee.)

A. A great many of the colored men were afraid of them on that ac-
count.

Q. Did these proclamations and this mustering prevent any voters
who were going to vote Democratic ticket from doing so, from your own
knowledge ?—A. I have heard parties say that they could not go against
the color, as they had threatened them. ’

Q. Do you think but for these proclamations and threats and muster-
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tering, and the action of those armed clubs that the resalt of the elec-
tion at that poll would bave been different ?

(Objected to by A. G. Thomas, couunsel for contestee.)

A. I believe we would have had a great many more Democratic votes
in the poll.

Q. From the promises which the Democratic clubs had from these
colored men, and from their affiliation with Democrats in their meetings,
the manner and bearing of the colored men, are you not certain that the
result of the election at the Lawton Church precinct would bave been
different but for the intimidation referred to I—A. Yes, sir; I am certamn
that the result would have been different.

Q. How many of these colored men were affiliating and made these
promises to the Democratic clubs, and that the Democrats expected to
get at that precinct before the election ?

(Objected to by A. (z. Thomas, counsel for contestee.)

A. I do not know the exact number, but a great many.

Q. Were there not a great many colored Republicans who said they
would vote for the Democrats in this particular election, but would ad-
here to their politics—would not desert the Republican party *—A.
There was a great many who said they would vote for Hampton in this
election and see it the Democrats would not do better than the Repub-
licans had done; that they wished to try the Democrats for two years.
If they did pot they would not vote for them any more. If they did
they would stick to the Democrats. I heard a number of them say
that they wanted to try a new government.

Q. Would or were not all such colored Republicans as these intimi-
dated, or almost all such intimidated, and thus forced to vote the Repu®-
lican ticket 3—A. T believe the most of them were.

Q. Was there a colored Republican company mustering around Rob-
ertsville before the election 1—A. There was.

Q. How many more votes were polled at Lawton Church preciuct than
was ever polled in previous elections there?—A. I never voted at that
precinct before, but I heard John B. Bascom, colored mauager, say it
was much larger than it had ever been before; that he was glad of it;
it would give him another delegate from that precinct to the party con-
vention. 1 heard others say that the vote was a great deal larger.

(Objection to above answer by A. G. Thomas, of counsel for contestee.)

Cross-examined :

Q. Are you not a Democrat, and did you not support G. D. Tillman
for Congress at the last election 2—A. Iam a Democrat, and did support
G. D. Tillman at the last election.

Q. Is Trial-Justice F. J. Mulligan a Democrat. and whom did be sup-
port for Congress at the last election —A. He is a Democrat, and sup-
ported G. D. Tillman at the last election.

Q. When you took the oath before Mulligan, had you at that time
any actual knowledge who was to be chairman of the board of wana-
gers1—A. I did not know.

Q. Were not the Democratic tickets printed in black ink on white
paper, and the Republican tickets in red ink on white paper ?—A. The
Democratic tickets were printed on black ink on white paper. The Re-
publican tickets were printed on white paper in red ink; these having
been exhausted, the surplus tickets left over from a previous election
were used, these in black ink on white paper.
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Q. When you took the oath, did you not determine to do your daty
as manager to the best of your ability and knowledge !—A. 1 did, sir.

Q. Before Mr. Bascom put the motion to adjourn, was anything said on
the subject, by you or the other managers, about adjournment I—A.
There was not.

Q. Did you object to the adjournment I—A. I did not.

Q. In counting the votes, did you find any Democratic tickets with
the name of G. D. Tillman for Congress scratched {—A. I dou’t remem-
ber any.

Q. Did you assist in making up and signing the report sent to Beau-
fortt—A. T was present and sigued the report.

Q. Do you recollect the number of votes certified to on that report for
Mr. Tillman for Congress ¥—A. I do not remeinber.

Q. Do you remember if any of the Republican tickets, printed in red,
had the name of Robert Smalls scratched $—A. I do not recollect.

Q. Do you remember if Robert Smalls ran for Congress two years
ago1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was the name of Robert Smalls on the tickets procured by Bas-
com after red tickets had been exhausted t—A. 1 don’t remember.

Q. Whose name was on the additional tickets precured by Bascom for
governor I—A. I think the name of Chamberlain; am not positive.

Q. Did you assist in tallying the votes at the Cross-Roads !—A. I did
not keep tally, but helped to pile them off.

Q. Did the Democratic tickets give out at all that day 1—A. No, sir.

Q. The night of the election, were there any Democrats present when
the box was opened ?¥—A. There was.

Q. Where were they standing ?—A. They were some standing and
iome sitting near by. Very few were there; most of them had gone

owme.

Q. Were any of them sitting or standing near enough to touch the
table #—A. I don’t know that there was any that near.

Q. You say that night yon had four piles or batches of tickets on the
table, and that the supervisor was sorting one bLatch. Who was that
supervisor I—A. B. A. Causey.

Q. Is he a Democrat; and, if so, did he support G. D. Tillman for
Congress !—A. He is a Democrat, and he supported Tillman.

Q. Did you see any of the party present, except managers and super-
visors, touch a ticket after they came out of the box that night?—A. I
did not.

Q. Who kept the poll-list that day ?—A. Mr. 8. F. Ellis.

Q. Is he a Republican or Democrat; whown did he support for Con-
gress I—A. He is a Democrat, they say. I am not able to say whom he
sapported for Congress.

Q. Do you know of any Democrats in this portion of the county who
voted for Robert Smalls for Congress ¥—A. I do not.

Q. What number of names were on the poll-list that day t—A. Two
handred and thirty-seven.

Q. Were the Democratic ballots scratched at all that day !—A. They
was; some of them.

Q. Was the name of Tillman scratched from any -~ A. Not that I re-
member.

Q. You are not certain tbat Bascom had the key of that box that
night¥—A. I am pot certain that he kept the key that night, but am
certain that he locked the box.

Q. Did 8. F. Ellis, who called off thc votes at Stafford’s Cross-Roads,
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barve any official connection with the board of managers I—A. He acted
as olerk.

Q. Can you give us any idea of the number who had clubs at Lawton
church on election-day?—A. A large crowd of them, comparatively ;
twenty or twenty-five.

Q. Did you see any person on that day struck with those clubs —A.
I saw no one strack with the clubs.

Q. In what building, if any, was the poll held on that day —A. In
the church.

Q. Where was the box placed !—A. Near the door; two or three feet
from the door.

Q. How far does the church stand from the road, and does it run past
the door I—A. Between fifty and one hundred feet ; road runs directly
past the door ; door is on the side of the building.

Q. From where you sat as manager, how far up and down the road
on each side could you see ?—A. Some two or three hundred yards on
either side; place is open, tolerably clear of trees.

Q. You say there was a colored man who was worried a long time,
and finally voted the Republican ticket; what was his name $—A. Guy
Williams. Colored men change their names so often it is hard to tell
what names they go by.

Q. Who was the colored man whom you say they threatened to beat
who had voted Democratic ticket 3—A. Peter Roberts.

Q. Can you give me the name of the colored man who wanted to
vote the Democratic ticket, and went home because he was afraid ¥—A.
Thomas Jenkins.

Q. What time did he leave the poll 7—A. He came in the morning
abouat 8 or 9 o’clock and staid an hour or two, and he left and said he
would come back again, maybe the crowd would leave. He came back
in the evening and found the crowd still there. They immediately got
after him. He remained perhaps half an hour and left again without
voting. Polls soon closed.

Q. How did they prevent him from voting? — A. They crowded
arouud bim, from twenty to twenty-five would, and tell him it would
not do to vote the Democratic ticket, and threatening him. I did not
see any one offer to knock him.

Q. Did you hear a Democrat whoop on that day ¥—A. 1 did not, sir.

Q. Wasthere any one on that day who called out at the polls, ¢ Hurrah
for Hampton ”—A. I did hear such, but it was doune by the Repub-
licans, in derision or slurr; not by Democrats.

Q. Give me the names of those six or seven colored men who, before
election, said they wanted to vote the Democratic ticket but were afraid ¢
—A. Jane Stafford, Tom Beemer, and two Doar boys ; do not recollect
their given names; Thomas Jenkins, Guy Wllhams Williams, how-
ever, did vote the ticket.

Q. Were there auy Democrats that remained around the polls all day
that day 1—A.. There was a few who remained all day.

Q. Did any of them have guns, pistols, swords, or sticks 3—A. I saw
no swords, no guns, nor other weapoun carried by a Democrat; if they
had pistols, I did not see them.

Q. You speak about musterings; did you attend any one of them ?—
A, I did not make it my business to attend them, but in passing these
public places I have seen them there mustering; I mean colored men.

Q. Do you know if those who were there mustering do not form a por-
tion of the State militia 7—A. I have heard so.

Q. How long was this before the election, and at what place I—A.
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For a fortnight or ten days before election, at Brighton. I also saw
them at Ibler’s Cross-Roads.

Q. Have you ever seen the proclamation of Governor Chamberlain or
Pre;ident Grant, of which you speak ?—A. I have heard other men
read it.

Q. In what month?—A. Last fall; some time in October; I don’t
know the date.

Q. Do youn remember if there was anything in those proclamations
forbidding the mustering of the State militia 7—A. I remember at that
time Vincent Scott, who bad commanded a company of State militia,
telling a party of men that he called his company together and dis-
banded them, but told his men they counld keep their arms.

Q. You say you heard the proclamations spoken of by you read; do
you recollect if there was anything in thewm about the State militia }—
A. I don’t remember hearing the State militia mentioned.

Q. Do you know of any military organization other than the State
militia in this section i—A. I don’t know except this; that is, these
men held their arms and mustered.

Q. If no such organization existed in this section, why did those proc-
lamations have any intimidating effect on the people of this vicinity #—
A, It had effect on the colored Republicans who intended to vote the
Democratic ticket.

Q. Can these colored Republicans read ?—A. Some can ; some cannot.

Q. Then these preclamations largely circulated throughout this sec-
tion I—A. I heard a great deal of talk about them.

Q. Do youn know of any threats being made by Democrats that resulted
in these colored men promising to vote Democratic tickets —A. 1 never
heard a Democratic man make any threat, or threaten a colored man
about his vote.

Q. Was it not generally talked throughout the canvass that the col-
ored people might expect no more land and supplies in the future if they
voted the Republican ticket *—A. A good many colored people have
asked me the same question. I have answered them that I had never
employed them on my place, and did not know anything of it. I have
heard some talk of it, but not as a general thing.

Q. Do you know the total number of votes polled at Lawton church
in the years 1872 and 1874 !—A. I do pot.

Redirect examination :
Q. Did you have the key of the box on the night when you adjourned
to}meet at Stafford’s Cross-Roads next morning; I mean key to ballot-

box 1—A. I did not.
D. B. GOHAGAN.

Sworn to before me this 23d day of February, 1877,
[SEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, 8. C.

Deposition of James Hamilton in the matter of contest G. D. Tillman
against Robert Smalls, for a seat in the Congress of the United
States.

SoUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :
JAMES HAMILTON, a witness of the legal age, deposes as follows, he
being produced by contestant as a witness on due notice to contestee,
to questions proposed by the contestant:
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Question. What is your name; place of residence; where did you
vote at the last election ; and what is your occapation, and what is your
age !—A. James Hamilton; reside near Stafford’s Cross-Roads, Beaufort
County. T voted at Lawton church at the last election; was supervisor
of election. I am a farmer, and thirty-six years old.

Q. For what party were you supervisor ¥—A. I have been supervisor
for the last four years. By Samuel T. Poineir I received my appoint-
ment. Was appointed for Republican party, I suppose.

Q. Did you take an oath, and before whom !—A. I merely signed an
oath which was sent blank. I signed and returned the oath to Samuel
T. Poineir. _

Q. Were you present at Lawton church on day of last election; and,
if so, what time were the polls opened ?—A. I was present. I cannot be
exact, but they opeued svme time after 6 o’clock a. m. They closed at
6 o’clock p. m.

Q. Were you present the whole day; and, if so, did you witness any
irregularities —A, I was present the whole day. I witnessed a great
many interruptions. Many went to the polls and were taken oft and
talked with and generally interrupted.

Q. How many votes were taken I—A. Two hundred and thirty-seven.

Q. Was there any intimidation practiced by colored Republicans
against any one who intended to vote the Democratic ticket? Did you
witness any such intimidation? If so, state what it was.—A. There
was intimidation. I saw clubs waving, and I also saw one sword. I
saw one colored man come up who attempted to put in his vote; he was
taken away by colored Republicans. He said he intended to vote
Democratic ticket, but through fear of men of his own color he could
not do it. He said afterward that he had voted the Republican ticket
through fear. I was at my post, and could not tell whether there was
any more. When a colored man voted Democratic ticket, he was
taken up and clubs were shaken over him,

Q. Was there any women there on that occasion —A. There were a
good many colored women at the polls, who carried their husbands up,
and when they had induced them to vote Republican tickets would re-
mark, “All right; we will sleep with you again to-night.” 1 beard none
of the women say that they would quit their husbands.

Q. Were there not a great many colored voters present who would have
voted Democratic tickets if it had not been for this intimidation that you
speak of I—A. I could not tell exactly, but have every reason to believe
that there were a great many who would have done so. Can’t say how
many.

Q. Upon what ground do you base those reasons !—A. Idon’t suppose
I counld give them all, but the majority of the crowd armed with clubs, and
meeting those who came, and the demonstrations made, caused me to
believe that the parties coming intended to vote Democratic tickets. A
great many had promised to vote Democratic tickets and affiliated with
Democrats, wore the Democratic badge,and yet voted Republican ticket.
Some of them, colored men of course, wore the Democratic badge on day
of election, but removed them and voted Republican tickets. Also
threats and waving sticks over those who had voted Democratic tickets
deterred others.

Q. About how many of these colored Republicans told you they would
vote the Democratic tickets and try Hampton two years, and still ad-
here to their party 3—A. A great inany—some forty or fifty.

Q. Wonld the result of the election have been different at this poll
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but for the intimidation $—A. I would say that it would have been dif-
ferent.

Q. Were you there when votes were counted —A. I was.

Q. State how tbe counting of the vote took place, both at Lawton
charch and afterward at Stafford’s Cross-Roads.—A. We closed at 6
p.m. Soon after, J. B. Bascom unlocked the box and poured votes on
the table. They commenced then to count, one reading and the others
tallying; J. B. Bascom reading the votes. That appeared to consuame
too much time. Then commenced assorting the votes. There were a
good many scratched tickets. We commenced taking names off the
scratched tickets. We found an error, and J. B. Bascom proposed we
should close for the night and meet the next day at, I think, 10 o’clock
a. m., at Stafford’s Cross-Roads. We met at Stafford’s Cross-Roads the
next day and then completed the count. We met at Stafford’s Cross-
Roads at, perhaps, 10 o’clock a. m.

Q. Was there any discrepancy in the count at Stafford’s Cross-Roads
and the count at Lawton church ¥—A. We did not read over all the
pnames on tickets. We counted the red tickets Repablican, black tickets
Democrats, except that we counted and read Republican scratched tick-
ets. There was more voterson some talleys than ou the others. Oould not
agree. Compromise on two huundred and thirty-seven. Highest count
was two hundred and forty ; lowest, two hundred and thirty-three. At
night we were talking on two hundred and thirty-six. Look on the
floor, found a vote and put it in the box, and counted two hundred
and thirty-seven.

Q. What created the confusion in the count 3—A. At Lawton charch
the colored people were all around us, and up on the joists, all trying to
count. This caused confusion. Bascom proposed the adjournment and
we adjourned.

Q. Atthat time had not the great mass of Democrats gone ¥—A. Most
of the Democrats had gone home; very few were present, and none
around the counting at all.

Q. Who took charge of the box that night, and who had possession
of the key ¥—A. J. B. Bascom had charge of the box and key.

Q. State the discrepancy of the number of votes compromised or
agreed upon by the managers, and the namber that Bascom retarned
to Beaufort.—A. Twelve votes for the Republican party. I mean they
bad increased 12 votes for the Republicans after they left Stafford’s
Cross-Roads, by the time return got to Beaufort.

Q. Could there have been any change in the votes in the ballot-box
during the night in the possession of Bascom without the knowledge of
the managers I—A. Yes; becanse we had not gone through with the
count, and only completed count the next day at Stafford’s Cross-
Roads.

Q. Do you know anything of a colored man Leing beat by Republicans
for having voted Democratic ticket 1 If so, state what you kuow about
it.—A. On the night of the 14th or 15th of November a colored man—
Peter Johnson—came to my house about two hours before daylight,
woke me up, and stated that a parcel of Republicans had whipped
him. I told him to strip and let me see. He stripped, and was whaled
up badly, the blood cut out. I asked hiwm if he knew the party. (Objec-
tion to this portion of the evidence by A. G. Thomas, of counsel for
contestee.) He said he knew some of them. He asked my advice. I
told him to go before trial-justice and prosecate case. He did so. The
party were all arrested but two, but were rescaed by colored men with
loaded guus aud fixed bayonets. Guos were Army rifles. In the mélée
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one white man—John Shuman, a Democrat—and one of the posse
pressed by the constable to assist, was killed.

Cross-examined :

Q. You say you were a supervisor at the last election, appointed by
Poineir of the Republican party. Are you not a Democrat I—A. I am.

Q. In acting as supervisor, had you not to make up a report to send
to Charleston I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did report contain I—A. Report of the election for electors
and Congressmen.

Q. Did it not also contain a statement, under your signature, that the
election was a peaceable and quiet one ¥—A. No, sir; my report did not
say whether it was peaceable and quiet or not.

Q. What was the size of those sticks, and were they different from
those usually carried by that class of persons #—A. Yes, sir; they were
very different. They were about two feet long, with a string, and slung
on the arm ; could not be used for walking purposes.

Q. Did you see any one struck with them $—A. I did not, but saw
them raised over their heads.

Q. How many colored Republicans did you say you heard promise
to vote for Hampton? Give me the names of some of them.—A. I can-
not give their names.

Q. Did any of them make that promise to you —A. Yes, sir; a good
many of thewm.

Q. You are acquainted with most of the colored men in that section
are you !—A. I am not.

Q. How long have you lived in that section?—A. Some two or three
years.

Q. Where did you live prior to that?—A. On Black Creek, about
twelve or fifteen miles from Stafford’s Cross-Roads.

Q. Did you cousider this promise of so little importance that you can-
not remember the name of a single man —A. I do not know the name
of scarcely any colored man three miles from home.

Q. Did any colored men who live at Stafford’s Cross-Roads vote at
Lawton Church ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had any of them promised you?—A. Yes; the old man that worked
with me two years ago.

Q. What is his name ¥—A. Peter Johnson.

Q. Is this the same Peter Johnson who was whipped —A. Yes, sir.

Q. How old is he ¥—A. About forty-five or fifty.

Q. When youn were counting the votes in Lawton Church, did you not
have the ballots divided into four piles?—A. I believe we did. Iknow
we did at Stafford’s Cross-Roads.

Q. Before adjournment was not the actual number of ballots in the
box ascertained T—A. It was not definitely decided.

Q. Were the ballots counted at all that night?—A. Only partly
counted.

Q. Were not four tickets foand dn that box folded together ¥—A.. Tick-
ets were fonnd folded together—four, two in each—making eight tick-
ets,

Q. Were not four of these tickets cast aside ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did not that leave the total count that night two hundred and
thirty-seven 1— A. Parties differed ; could not get at it at all that night;
some 237 and some 240 and some 233.

Q. Did not one count make it 241 ¥—A. Not as I know of.

Q. How many colored men were in the church that night, on the joists
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and around !—A. Forty or fifty or more; could not say positively how
many. '

Q. Did you say all these were counting at once !—A. I presume only
those who could see over.

Q. Did not the red-eagle tickets, as you called them, bave the name
of Robert Smalls on it for Congress?—A. The one that I looked at had.

Q. Did not all the red-eagle tickets that you saw have the name of
Robert Smalls on them for Congress >—A. I examined only one.

Q. Do you know the total number of votes that were retarned by the
managers from Stafford’s Cross-Roads to Beaufort I—A. Two huudred
and thirty-seven.

Q. Have you seen the paper signed by the managers since!—A. [
have not seen it.

Q. How, then, came you to say there were twelve more on it wheu it
got to Beaufort 7—A. From the report I saw in the paper.

Q. You were not present when Peter Johnson was whipped!—A. |
was not.

Q. Were you present when John Shuman was killed #—A. I was not.

Q. Did you see the men lying in ambush with United States arms,
&c.?EA. Isaw them when they raised up to rescue the prisoners nnder
guard.

Redirect :

Q. Rose up from where ? Were they armed, and how many were there!
Did they do any firing ¥—A. Rose up from side of the road, armed, bayo-
nets fixed; some fifteen; six with guns; others armed with rails and
slats. One white man was with the prisoner when rescued. This was
a part of the same party who shot Shuman.

JAMES HAMILTON.

Sworn to this 19th day of February, 1877.
JEFF WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, 8. C.

Adjourned to meet at 8 a. m. on the 20th instant.
Met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded to take depositions.

Deposition of F. J. Mulligan in the matter of contested election of G. b.
Tillman, contestant, against Robert Smalls, contestee, for a seat it
the Congress of the United States.

SouTH CAROLINA, Beaufort County :

F. J. MULLIGAN, a witness of the legal age, being produced by con-
testant, on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows to questions pro:
pounded by the contestant in matters touching said contested election:

Question. What is your name; what is your age; where do you reside:
what is your occupation? Did.you vote at the last general election!
And, if you voted, state where and how you voted.—Answer. My name
is F. J. Mulligan ; 30 years old ; Stafford’s Cross-Roads, Beaufort County.
I am a farmer, and a trial-justice. I voted at Nixes’s Cross-Roads pre-
cinct.

Q. Who were the parties voted for on that day for Congress I—A. G
D. Tillman and Robert Smalls.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation practiced by Republicans toward
those colored men who voted or intended to vote Democratic ticket
prior to, during the election, or subsequent to the election? And, if %,
please state it in full.—A. 1 do not know of anything before the election.
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I left Nixes’s Cross-Roads about seven o’clock in the morning ; saw noth-
ing like intimidation there. Went to Lawton Church precinct. I car-
ried a colored man with me named Peter Roberts. When we got to
Lawton Church we met from one hundred and fifty to one hundred and
seventy-five colored men assembled near the polls. As I drove up in
buggy they gathered around my buggy and asked Peter Roberts (he is
a colored man) what ticket he intended to vote. He replied the Demo-
cratic ticket. They replied that any man who voted that ticket would
steal. He got out of the buggy and started to the polls to vote.
These colored republicans gathered around him with clubs, and in
loud and turbulent language (druin beating at the time) cursed and
abused him, and told him it he voted the Demaocratic ticket that they
would kill him if they ever caught him alone. This was said in a loud
tone. Peter Roberts continued to move toward the door; when he
reached the door James Cheney drew a club over his head as though he
was going to strike. Mr. F/W. Johnson interfered and told him ot to
do that. Mr. Gohagan, (I think United States supervisor or manager,)
I recollect now, he was manager, spoke to Cheney, and Cheney loosed
the string that attached club to his wrist. After Peter Roberts voted,
I got him to my buggy and we started off. I thought from appearances
that it was best to get him away as soon as possible. We started home,
when some twenty or thirty of them assembled round my buggy, and
told Peter Roberts, in an angry and loud manner, (loud enough to be
heard all around,) that they had marked Lhim and would kill him if they
ever met him by himself. Some of the parties said they intended to
send him to hell, others said they would furnish wood to burn him.
As we came up, Guy Williams, another colored man, who had told
me a day or two before the election that he intended to vote Democratic
ticket. Eight or ten colored men were around him. Guy Williams
voted the Republican ticket; came to my house the day after the elec-
tion and stated that he voted Republican ticket; that the Republican
party made such threats against him that he was compelled to do it;
he seemed to regret it. He asked me then if I would not be kind
enough to write on to Columbia aud bave his vote taken from the box.
I told him, of course, it was too late to help the matter. The colored
Republicans mustered at Robertville and Brighton before the election.

Q. Did you swear any of the managers at Lawton Church?—A. I
swore one of the managers at my house before day in the morning;
swore the other two in the afternoon on day of election, about four
o’clock.

Q. How did you swear them ?—A. I simply filled out the blank and
let them sign it; did not swear them on Bible or by holding up their
hands.

Q. Did you see the proclamations of Chamberlain and Grant in Octo-
ber 2—A. I did not, but heard something about them.

Q. Would the result of the election have been difterent at Lawton
church if it bad not been for the intimidation you witnessed ; and, if so,
to what extent and in whose favor—that is, in favor of what party I—A.
The result would have been different; cannot say positively, but sup-
pose at least twenty or thirty, and may be more, in favor of the Demo-
cratic party. This from what I saw at the polls that day. To thisadd
that some eight or ten have since told me that they remained at home
because they feared a difficulty at the polls; (those who live near me, I
mean.)

Q. Do you know if any of these threats were carried into execution
as a result of the election; that is, as a trialjustice of the State, do you
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know if any of the threats have been since carried into execution I—A.
On or about the 16th of November, after the election, a colored man
named Peter Johnson came before me and made affidavit that certain
colored Republicans had takeu him out in the night-time ; had whipped,
maltreated, and threatened to kill him. I issued a warrant for their
arrest ; sent constable after them in a legal manner. He arrested one
of the party, Frauk Grant by name, and left at my house, at Stafford’s
Cross-Roads, in charge of Abram Garvin and Shed Smith. My consta-
. ble, Mr. J. D. Johnson, had returned with six others, whom he had
pressed to assist him to effect the arrest of the others. After he had
left, and before he returned, twenty or twenty-five men and women (ob-
Jjection Ly counsel for contestee that what transpired after the issuing
of warrant has nothing to do with contest Tillman vs8. Smalls) came up,
with guns and clubs, rifles with bayonets, and demanded the release of
prisoner, and stated that they would not submit to anything of the
kind ; that they intended to rule South Carolina. They forcibly released
the prisoner. They then left, swearing vengeance against Johnson and
Shuman, constable and Shuman pressed to assist him. Shuman was
killed that evening in attempting to effect the arrest of the other parties
in the warrant. Sheriff of the county was sent for, and, with a posse
of between three or four hundred men, took arms from several com-
panies who had assembled, colored militia. Do not know the number.
Sheriff Nelson is a Republican.

Cross-examined :

Q. You mention about swearing in the managers at Lawton charch.
You swore them in in the usual way when a man aflirms, did you not —
A. These did not; I was in a hurry.

Q. You only noticed two cases of what might be termed intimidation
at Lawton church, on that day, did you not?—A. I noti~ed two par-
ticular cases, but considered it a general intimidation from what I saw
and heard.

Q. One of those you say in spite of intimidation voted the Democratic
ticket I—A. Yes; he voted the Democratic ticket.

Q. The other you have no knowledge how he voted only from what he
told you ?—A. Only from what he told me.

Q. Have not threats been made in this section by Democrats to turn
colored people off their places who did not vote the Democratic ticket I—
A. None that I heard of.

Q. You speak of mustering before the election; was that not companies
of State militia *—A. It was by State militia. .

Q. How do you come to the conclusion that the Democratic party
would have received twenty or thirty more votes but for intimidation —
A. From some that did not vote and others who went to the polls and
did not vote the Democratic ticket ; that is, those who promise.

Q. Can you give me the names of those who had promised to vote the
Democratic ticket and did not?*—A. Guy Williams, Jack Godwin,
Thomas Holmes, Ephraim Ridgway ; that is all I remember just now.

Q. Can you give me the names of any who staid away from the polls
that would have voted the Democratic ticket ¥—A. Thomas Bemer, Cal-
vin Williams, George Williams, Jim Williams, Jobhn Primis. Don’t
recollect any more at present.

Q. How do you know if they bad gone to the polls they would have
voted Democratic ticket —A. They told me so.

Q. Have you any knowledge if any of them would have voted for
Tillman in preference to Smalls, although they voted the balance of the
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Democratic ticket 7—A. They told me they designed voted the Demo-
cratic straight out; that is, I inferred it because they told me they wounld
vote the Democratic ticket.

Q. In the Staflord’s Cross-Roads affair, was there not a colored man.
killed before John Shuman was killed {—A I don’t kuow. There was
one colored man killed that evening.

Q. Dov’t you know that Sheriff Wilson took the arms from the militia
companies not by being sheriff of this county, but as colonel of the regi-
ment to which these companies belong ?—A. I don’t know by what
authority he took them.

Redirect :

Q. Do you recollect any remark of Sheriff Wilson at your house on
tbe evening that he came in answer to the call with reference to the
militia in this portion of the county !—A. I recollect Sheriff Wilson
saying on the evening of which you speak that there was no regular
militia companies in this portion of the county.

I.J. MULLIGAN.

Sworn to this 20th day of February, 1877.
[SEAL.| JEFF. WARRBN,
A Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolma

Deposition of Peter Johnson, (colored,) in the matter of contest by G. D.
Tillman against Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United
States.

SouTH CAROLINA, Beaufort County:

PETER JOHNSON, of the legal age, a witness, deposes as follows, be-
ing produced by contestant on due notice to contestee:

Question. Where do you reside? What is your occupation and name,
and where did you vote at the last election 3—Answer. Near Stafford’s
Cross-Roads, Beaufort County. I am a farmer; Peter Johuson my
name; voted at Lawton Oburch precinct, and voted Democratic ticket.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation having been practiced by Repub-
licans toward colored voters who intended to vote Democratic ticket
previous to the election, after the election, or during the election?—A.
The women said they would whip any colored man who voted Demo-
cratic ticket. The men also said they would do it; that is, before the
election. They threatened me that they would gn'e me a severe whip-
ping if I voted Democratic ticket. The threat was general. Heard
many say they were so threatened. I did uot stay long at Lawton
church. Voted very early. Before I left a number of colored men
came up with clubs. One of them, with a club over me, questioned me
how I had voted. Thesemen were Republicans. I left; did notremain,
because they were talking roughly to me. I left the poll about 7 o’clock
a. m. Other Republicans also threatened me that they would whip me
after I had voted, because I had voted Democratic ticket. I was
alarmed. Another colored man who had voted Democratic ticket left
with me; he, too, was frightened.

About a week after the election a number of these colored Republicans
came to my house between midnight and daylight and took me out and
whipped me severely, and said they whipped me because I voted the
Democratic ticket. I was working out and put my boy in my place, and
had returned home that night, A colored man came to my door and
called; said he was from Parisburg, and asked directions. He decoyed
me out to show him the way. When I came out, and had started to
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show him the way about three hundred feet from my door, four men got
up and seized me, and with a long raw-hide whip beat me and whipped
me severely. Oue of them pointed a double-barrel gun at me and
threatened to shoot me. They said they would put me six feet under
ground because I voted Democratic ticket. They had given me about
thirty lashes, when my wife and son hearing the noise came out, and
they released me and ran off. They cut the blood from me. I went to
Trial-Justice Mulligan and made affidavit of the facts, upon which he
issued a warrant. I recognized the four who seized me.

Q. From the system of intimidation practiced by the republicans was
there any colored men kept from voting Democratic ticket, and did it
causeany of them to vote Republican ticket —A. It did; it caused many
not to vote ; some not to go to the polls, and some to vote Republican
ticke3 who desired to vote Democratic ticket. I know seven right
round me.

. Cross-examined :
* Q. You were formerly o Republican I—A. I was.

Q. Do you remember a public meeting at Ihler’s Cross-Roads a short
time before election—A. I do.

Q. Were you present at that meeting 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. On that day did you not make a speech and say that you were not
a Democrat, and if you voted Democratic you wanted the men and wo-
men to come out and give you one hundred lashes ?—A. No, sir; I told
them that they had said if I voted Democratic ticket I wonld make my
family slaves; but when I made my family slaves I would give them
leave to whip me.

- Q. Give me the names of those who threatened to double-bank you 3—
A. Ben Gillman Hopkins, jr., Moses Grant, Fraucis Taylor, Washing-
ton Brown; the rest of the party I did not know.

Q. Yousay others were threatened besides you. Ofthose that told you
they had been threatened, give me some names.— A. Samuel Deloach
and six others, whose names I do not just now remember.

Q. Who came off from the polls with you?—A. Reuben Beckett.

Q. You mentioned seven others who were kept at home.—A. John,
Sam, and William ; others I do not now remember. Surnames are so
strange among some colored people and so often changed, particularly
about election times, that it is hard to keep up with them.

his
PETER 4 JOHXNSOXN.

mark.
Sworn to before me this 20th day of February, 1877,
[SEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,

XNotary Public, Beaufort County, South Carnlina.

WiLLIAM SMITH, witness of lawful age, produced by contestant upon
due notice to the contestee, deposes as follows in reference to questions
propounded by contestant :

Question. Where do you live, and how old are you I—Answer. I live
on Dr. Ruddell’s place, in Beaufort County; will be twenty-two in
August next.

Q. Did you vote at the last election; and, if so, what ticket did you
vote I—A.. Yes, sir; I voted the Radical ticket.

Q. At what precinct did you vote I—A. At Perryville, near Matthews’
Bluff; oue mile from Matthews’ Bluff.

Q. Why did you vote the Republican or Radical ticket ¥—A. Because
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Ifeared, from the threats made, that if I did not vote it I would be injured
or hurt some way bodily.

Q. Would you have voted the Democratic ticket if you had not feared
the colored Radicalst—A. Yes, I would have the Democratic ticket.

Q. Did any of the colored Radicals talk to you about if, and what

did they say I—A. They said it I voted the Democratic ticket that they
would turn me out of the church.
* Q. Did they make other threats 1—A. They said I could not be nomi-
nated with them or organized. After they said that, another fellow,
Sandy Green, voted the Democratic ticket, and they went after him like
the deuce, and when I saw themn around him abnsing him, I got scared
and went and voted the Radical ticket. Two other men were coming
down to-day—Heury Fraser and John Mitchell were coming down to-
day—to give testimony and inake the same cxplanation I make, but the
Radicals got around them and scared them.

Q. Did you hear the Radicals threaten the men *—A. I did, and they
threatened me two.

Q. What did the Radicals do to Sandy Green on the day of the elec-
tionf—A. He had done voted the Democratic ticket. They threatened
bim, and told him it he would come out from the crowd of men they
woanld beat him.

Q. Did they look like they wanted to hit him 3—A. They did curse
gim adamn son of a bitch, and told him if he come out they would frail

im.

Q. How mauy were cursing and abusing him ¥—A. To my remem-
berance, four or five. The rest of the men advised them not to beat him,
and they told bim they would not organize him; not to come back to
the house again or they wounld beat him.

Q. Do you know of any other colored people who were made to vote
the Republican ticket through fear, that did not want to do so7—A.
Yes, sir; a heap of them that told me they voted the Republican ticket
against their will. '

Q. Did colored people have sticks and guns that day I—A. Most of
them bad sticks; some had pistols. I saw no guns.

Q. How wmany people do you think voted the Republican ticket that
day at Perryville who would have voted the Democratic ticket it they
bad not been frightened ¥ I mean colored people.

(Objected to.)

A. To my certain acknowledgment about four; can’t say how many
more,

Cross-examined :

Q. Have you ever attended any previous election —A. Yes, sir; I
have goue there.

Q. Was it held at the same place I—A. Precisely.

'Q. Who threatened you I—A. Ben. Reed and Jobn Freeman. No one
else.

Q. Is Ben. Reed or John Freeman an officer in the church 1—A. Ben.
Reed is a deacon.

Q. Did he say he would turn you out of the church ¥—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Give me the names of the other men who wanted to vote the Dem-
ocrati((j ticket 7—A. Henry Fraser, John Mitchell, George Retwin, and

n, Carry.

Q. Did you see these men put their tickets in the box !'—A. I did;
taw the ticket.

Q. ‘When you say that ¢ I should not be organized,” do you mean that

H. Mis. 11—10
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tl ey would not speak to you again, or would not associate with you 1—
A, I mean both ways.

Q. No one beat Sandy Green, did they $—A. If he had gone with them
from the crowd they would have done so. He did not go. They did
not beat him.

Q. Did you hear them threaten Henry Fraser and John Mitchell 1—A.
They told them as they did me, that they would not be organized.

Q. You say that the rest of the men round there advised those whoe
were cursing and abusing Sandy Green to stop I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you say all who wanted to vote Democratic tickets did so 1—
. A. Those who had protection did.

Q. The only way you know that these four men you have mentioned
were scared or afraid to vote the Democratic ticket is because they told
you so ¥—A. They told me so, and 1 heard the threats myself.

Q. Do you think these men looked scared !—A. They were scared
from séeing the treatment of Sandy Green, and so was I scared.

Q. You say the colored people had sticks on that day I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Don’t they usually carry sticks in that neighborhood ¥—A. Some-~
men who are not able to carry themselves without them do, but it is not
customary for healthy men to carry them. I do not.

Q. Did Sandy Green have a stick or a pistol on that day ¥—A. No,
sir.

Q. How do you know these men had pistols on that day ¥—A. I saw
them myself. Two men showed me their pistols. These were all I saw
on the Radical side.

QQ. Did you see any pistols on the Democrat side ¥—A. Certainly, sir.

Q. How many pistols on the Democratic side did you see ¥—A. Ouly
one; Mr. Warnock had that.

Redirect examination :
Q. Do you think the Republican colored men would have beat you if
vou had voted Republican ticket I—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was it because you feared this that you voted the Republican
ticket I—A. Yes, sir.
Q. How far do you live from here ¥—A. About eight miles.
W. M. SMITH.
Sworn to before ine this 16th February, 1877.
|SEAL.] JEIFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, S. C.

Deposition of John H. Ruddell, in the matter of contest of G. D. Till-
man against Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United
States.

STATE OF SOUTH (CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

JonN H. RUDDELL, a witness of lawfal age, produced by the con-
testant upon due notice to contestee, deposes as follows in reference to
questions propounded by the contestant:

Question. What is your age, and where do you reside f—Answer.
Thirty-seven, and live in Beaufort County.

Q. How long have you resided in Beaufort County, and at what pre.
cinct do you usually vote i—A. Nearly eleven years. Usually vote at
Matthews’s Bluft precinct or poll.

Q. Are you practicing your profession #—A. Have not practiced in
ten years. Practiced oue year in this county and in the neighborhood
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of Matthews’s Bluft when I first came here; am a physician by profes-
sion.

Q. Where were you born and reared?—A. In Richmond County,
Georgia, near Augusta.

Q. Are you not a large land-owner in Beaufort County, and a large
employer of people as agricultural laborers—I wean colored people §—
A. I am, and usunally employ a large number of colored laborers.

Q. Where did you vote in the last election —A. At Perryville, near
Matthews’s Bluff, at the cross-roads known as Perryville for the last few
years, sitnate about one mile and a quarter from Matthews’s Bluff, on
Savannah River.

Q. Were you there when the polls opened?—A. I was; got there
about daybreak.

Q. When and where was the polls opened? What was said about
opening them ?'—A. A few days before we heard that the managers in-
tended opening the poll at Red Hill. Ben Read, a colored man, was one
of the managers. I heard from Dr. Addison the report; it was a com-

emon rumor. I arrived at Perryville about daybreak and waited to see
whether the poll wonld open at Perryville or Matthews’s Blaft. Polls
were opened about snurise at Perryville, about six or half past six.

Q. Were managers sworn?—A. I don’t know whether they were sworn
or not.

Q. Did you remain until polls closed I—A. I remained there or about
there until after the count.

Q. Was it a quiet and orderly election all day, or ‘were there distarb-
ances, tarbulance, or violence I—A. With the exception of two incidents,
it was.

Q. What were those incidents —A. One of them as follows: An
employé of mine had come to Lawtonville; I told him to come to Law-
tonville; after he had voted Democratic ticket he came to Perryville to
see me. I was in the back part of the store. Mr. Morrison rushed in
and asked me to come out and protect this boy. Sandy Green. As I
came to the door Sandy Green rushed in much excited. I asked him
what was the matter; said the crowd wanted to gang him because he
had voted I)emocmtlc ticket. (By *‘gang” him, he meant that the crowd
would attack him; it is a word of common use in this neighborhood
among that class to express an attack by a mob.) The other instance:
John Freeman, a colored man, attempted to create a disturbance. He
assaulted Lawrence Warnock, a white man. There were very few white
people at the poll, and the colored bhaving a heavy majority, supposed
it a good time to get up a row.

Q. Did many colored persons seem to sympathize in the demonstra-
tion against Sandy Green and Warnock 2—A. Some six or eight tried
to take Sandy Green from his mule, as I understood, but bad desisted.
Green looked very much frightened and excited. Warnock was cool; his
object was to avoid a difficulty; that was the policy of the Demoomtlc
party on that day.

Q. Was this negro that tried to raise the row with Warnock a Repub-
lican ?'—A. Yes, and is a bully in every sense of the word ; has been for:
ten years; could not have lived in any neighborhood but this.

Q. Do you think it was his object to get up a political disturbance ?¥—
A. There can be no doubt. I know that such was his object, most em-
phatically and unqualifiedly.

Q. The insult given by this bully to Mr. Warnock, was it hard to
take from a white man 1—A. It would not have been taken from a white
man. Warnock would not have taken it from this man on any other
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day. dIt was taken because we had det8rmined to avoid a difficnlty on
that day.

Q. Were the colored people armed ?—A. T saw some with sticks; some
twenty or thirty. Saw no arms; I mean no fire-arms.

Q. From the faces, actions, and bearing of the other colored Repub-
licans present, were they or not ready to back this bally in his attack
on Mr. Warnock, if the latter had resented ¥—A. I am satisfied if War-
nock had resented it, it wonld have brought on a general row. John
Freeman alone is a coward, but will dare anything when sustained or
backed by others.

Q. Do you think the crowd put him forward as a leader?—A. No; [
have no means of knowing, except that I know that he would not have
pushed himself forward without a knowledge that he was backed.

Q. Wereany colored persons who wanted to vote the Democratic ticket
that day prevented from doing so at that poll by fear of colored Repub-
licans, do you think I—A. Yes, six or seven that I know of; do not know
how many more. .

Q. How do you know ?—A. Isaw pushing, pulling, and hauling. They

. had promised on the ground to vote the Democratic ticket; said they
desired to doso. Voted the Republican ticket, and said they were forced
to do so by fear of bodily harm and of social proscription, and religious
proscription, and also a blamed sight of sexual proscription. I saw a
womwan lead up ber husband to the poll and informed him that she wounld
desert him if he did not vote the Republican ticket. Some fifteen or
twenty colored girls, marching to a drum, met voters at a distauce irom
the polls and exercised all the strategy of which woman is capable to
influence and cause the voters to vote the Republican ticket.

Q. Was the vote polled at Perryville or Matthews’s Bluff large on that
day 1—A. I dow’t think it was unusually large; but I never interested
myself in politics until the last election, and am not posted as to the
number of votes polled at that precinct in preceding elections.

Q. Were there any colored bLoyish-looking fellows there who looked
like they were minors? Did they vote?—A. 1 saw some of them. Ob-
jections were made to some of them. Swore that they were of age aud
voted. One that I knew was not of age found a volunteer to swear
to his age, when his father asserted he did not know hisage. I told him
to be satisfied that he was twenty-one, as I would investigate his age
and prosecute him if he perjured himself. When I went home I dis-
covered that he was only nineteen years old. He belonged formerly to
my wife, hence I ascertained bis age. He did not vote. As many as
five or six who looked to be nnder age were challenged, but voted. The
rule adopted was that two of the managers concurring would decide,
the two Republicans invariably concurring against Democratic man-
ager.

Q. You are familiar with all, or nearly all, the names or faces of col-
ored voters at that precinct I—A. Yes, sir. I know almost the face of
every one. I saw five or six strangers there. They voted. I unders:and
that they were from Barnwell.

Q. Did any one challenge their votes?—A. One or two were chal-
lenged. They were allowed to vote for President, governor,and State
officers. We discovered afterwards that some bad voted, and perhaps
had voted the entire ticket. These are from Barnwell. It bas been the
castom heretofore, that is, in previous electionsg, for all colored persons
to vote at this poll who desired to do so. His right was onquestioned
if he voted the Republican ticket. I know several boys not yet of age,
co'ored boys, who have voted at elections befoie this last.
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Q. Was or was not the resuls of the election at Mathews’s Bluoft, called
Perryville, changed by intimidation at the polls 3#—A. Yes, sir; it would
have been different, aud if you will remove the iutimidation we will
carry it Democratic at the next election, and would have carried it in
the last in my opinion.

Cross examination by A. G. Thomas, of counsel for contestee :

Q. Do I understand you to say that the election of seventy-two and
seventy-four were held at this place called Perryville!—A. I am not
certain about seventy-two, but am positive that it was held there in
seventy-four. I have voted at both places. It is possible that even in
seventy it was held there, but am not certain,

Q. For how many years has this place been konown as Perryville #—
A. I do not think it was known as Perryville before seventy-two.

Q. Was this place known as Matthews’s Bluft prior to seventy-two —
A. Matthews’s Bluff is on the Savannah River, extreme northwest cor-
ner of Beaunfort County, a landing-place containing about twenty acres;
has store-house, &c.; is a public place; Perryville is not.

Q. You have witnessed other elections in that vicinity ¥—A. I have.

Q. With the two exceptions mentioned by you, was not this as quiet
an election as those which preceded it 1—A. No, gir; it was the most
noisy and disgusting election 1 ever witnessed there orelsewhere. I
have already mentioned noisy demonstrations, drum-beating, &c. There
were no rows there except as I mentioued, two attempts to get them up,
in my direct exawmination.

Q. Did you see the men trying to force Sandy Green from his mule 1—
A. I have already stated that I did not see them, but was called for to
protect him.

Q. You say there were six or seven who intended voting the Demo-
cratic ticket, who were intimidated so that they voted the Republican
ticket. Can you give the names of those six or seven!—A. One of
them is Isadore, living at Matthews's Bluff, Jimmie Fields, Ben. Curry,
William Smith, James Gross, Mitchell and Richmond Bryant. I (,ould
give you twenty or thirty if I was at howme to refer to memoranda,
but these are all the names I recollect just now here, since I bave spoken
only of those in my memory.

Q. You mention four or five persons whom you thought were under
age who voted ; can you give their names ¥—A. I cannot just now, but
can get them if you desire ; beard names at the time but did not charge
my memory with them.

Q. Did Democratic manager make any objection to them? If so,
how many t—A. Yes, sir; some four or five of them,

Q. You mention five or six strangers. Did you see each of them cast
their vote?—A. I did not see each one do so. Saw two who voted;
heard that the others did.

Q. You only know that they lived in Barnwell from being told —A.
I know that they did not live in Beaufort ; knew only from what I heard
that they lived in Barnwell. I mean that they did not live in this vi-
cinity.

Redirect examination :

Q. What was the relative vote of the two parties at Matthews Bluaff
precinct at last election T—A. About one hundred and eighty Republi-
cans, forty-four Democrats, as well as I recollect.

Q. About how mauny colored voters voted Democratic tickets that
day, to the best of your knowledge and belief?—A. I think about six,

Q. About what number of colored people aftiliated with Democrats
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before the election in this precinct, (Matthews Bluff,) attending meet-
ings, &c., which caused you to believe that they were in favor of voting
Democratic ticket? How many do you think would bave so voted 1—
A. Some sixty or seventy-five, not certain; but feel certain we could
bave carried the election but for intimidation at that poll.

J. H. RUDDELL.

Sworn to before me this 17th day of February, 1877.
[L.s.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, 8. C.
SourTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

JoseprH M. LAWTON, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant,
on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows :

Question. What is yoar name, age, occupation; where do you reside,
and where did you vote at the last general election ¥ How did you
vote I—Aunswer. Joseph M. Lawton. I am fifty-one years old; a
planter. Voted Democratic ticket at Perryville, near Matthews Bluff.
Reside six miles below Perryville, Beaufort County.

Q. At what time were polls opened I—A. Idid not have my watch;
but about sunrise, or a little later.

Q. How far is Perryville from Matthews Bluff I—A. About one mile.

Q. Where was the Matthews Bluff poll previous to this election?—
A. This election is the first time I have voted since the war; but an-
derstand Matthews Bluft' poll was held or opened in previous elections,
as I understand, at Matthews Blutf, with a few exceptious; change
made by these parties for c¢ ruse unknown,

Q. Who were the candidates for Congress at that precinct *—A. G.
D. Tillman and Robert Smalls.

Q. What time did you leave the polls I—A. I remained at precinct all
day ; left polls when votes were being counted.

Q. Do you kuow of any intiinidation practiced by colored men, Re-
publicans, against or toward colored men who were going to vote Demo-
cratic ticket, by threats or otherwise? If so, state briefly.—A. I have
heard 8o, but ¢an answer only from hearsay. None to my own knowl-
edge; that is, I have heard no one threatened in my presence.

Cross-examined :

Q. Is not Perryville a local name that has sprung up in the last two
or three years f—A, 1 presumne so; never knew the name uutil Mr. Perry
bought the place.

Redirect :

Q. Has Perryville ever been looked upon as Matthews Bluff, either
before or since the name Perryville sprung up?—A. No, sir; it bas never
been considered or known as Matthews Blaff.

JOS. M. LAWTON.

Sworn to before me this 23d day of February, 1377.

L. 8.] JEFF. WARREN,

Notary Public, Beaufort County, 8. C.

Deposition of B. M. Stone in matter of contest by G. D. Tillman against
Robert Smalls for a seat in the Congress of the United States.
SoUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :
B. M. STONE, a witness of the legal age, produced by contestant ou
due notice to contestee, deposes as follows:
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Question. What is your name; what is your age, residence, occapa-
tion; where and how did you vote at the last election I—Answer. B. M.
Stone. 1 am forty-six years old; live near Matthews Bluff, Beaufort
County, South Carolina. I am a planter, and voted on the 7th Novew-
ber last at Perryville; voted Democratic ticket.

Q. Did you hold auy official position at said election—A. I was a
Imanager,

Q. Was there any poll opened on that day immediately at the place
called Matthews Bluff¥—A. Not that I know of.

Q. How far is Perryville from Matthews Bluff¥—A. I do not know
the exact distance ; about three-quarters of a wile, or perhaps one mile.

Q. By whom were you and the other managers sworn in, and how,
when, and where I—A. Trial Justice Rushing, on the morning of theelec-
tion, at Perryville. We had no Bible at the time; did not swear by
holding up right hand ; sigued blank oath in presence of trial justice.

Q. When'did you have first meeting as managers, and w bo was elected
chairmap T—A. Had first meeting at Perryville, on the morning of the
election, and 1 was elected chairman.

Q. Who were the other managers ¥—A. Thomas Bracy and Ben. Reid.

Q. Who administered oath to voters 7—A. Thomas Bracy.

Q. At what hour were polls opened *—A. I do not now positively rec-
ollect ; but it was after six o’clock a. m. It was dark and cloudy.

Q. Has there been any registration of voters in the last eight years
in this county ¥—A. Noue that I know of; have heard of none.

Q. Who took possession of ballot-box and key after votes were
counted —A. Ben. Reid, a colored Republican.

Q. How were the votes counted I—A. Tickets were determined by
the color of the ticket and the heading of the ticket. If no scratch
appeared on the ticket it was regarded a straight ticket, and so counted ;
did not call over the different names on ticket ; did not scrutinize each
name on ballots.

Q. May there not have been other names than those yon considered
as the regular ticket, Republican er Democrat, on these tickets or bal-
lots¥—A. There may have been ; would not swear there was or was not.
I would say, with reference to scratched tickets, that when a scratch
was apparent we gave credit to party in whose favor scratch was made.

Cross-examined :

Q. Is not the name Perryville a local name that has sprung up in
the last few years }—A. I believe so.

Q. Was not this in consequence of a Mr. Perry’s establishing a store
there!—A. It was.

Q. To the best of your knowledge and belief, did not managers givea
fair aud square count at that poll on the day of election —A.. 1 think so.

Q. Did you notice any bogus tickets used that day calculated to de-
ceive voters or managers !—A. I do not know of any.

Q. Who were the candidates for Congress voted for on that day at
Perryville I—A. G. D. Tillman (Democrat) and Robert Smalls (Republi-
can.)

Q. To your knowledge and information, how many years has poll been
opened at Perryville previously to this election ¥—A. I think one election

previous to this.
B. M. STONE.
Sworn to this 24th February, 1877.
[SEAL.| JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, S. C.
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Deposition of John E. Kittles, in matter of contest between G. D. Till-
man, contestaut, against Robert Smalls, contestee, for a seat in the
Congrers of the United States.

SoUTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County:

JonN E. KITTLES, a witness of legal age, produced by contestant
on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows:

Question. What is your name and age ; where do you reside; what
is your occupation, and where and how did you vote at the last general
vlection?—Answer. Lives near Matthews’ Bluff; is a farmer; voted at
Perryville, and voted Democratic ticket.

Q. How faris Perryville from Matthews Bluff {—A. About one mile.

Q. Was a poll vpened at Matthews Bluff as well as Perryville on that
day I—A. No.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation practiced by Republicans toward
colored mnen who were going to vote the Democratic ticket before or on
day of election ¥—A. I know of one colored man, named Sandy Green,
who, when he arrived at Perryville, about 11 or 12 oclock, and made
the statement that he had voted the Democratic ticket at Lawtonville,
there gathered around him a body of colored Republicans with raised
clubs and threatened to kill him for so voting; they also cursed him
loudly and otherwise menaced his person in a very violent manuer, and
I expected every momert to see him severely beaten., All the voters
around to the amount of fifty or a hundred saw and heard this. There
was another colored man named Edward Freeman. I asked him if he
had voted ; he said yes. AfterthatI found he had vot voted. I asked
why he bad lied, and he said he wanted to vote the Democratic ticket,
and he and two others went up to the polls and pretended they had
voted the Republican ticket to deceive the Republican party who had
threatened them, aud that they were afraid to vote at all for the fear of
being beaten.

1 heard threats nade by various colored Republicans on that day
against colored men who were going to vote Democratic ticket; threats
were general. I remained until votes were counted. I apprebended
trouble there that day. I arrived at the polls about 9 or 10 o'clock a.
m.; heard threats, alluded to above, made as soon as I arrived, and at
various times repeated until polls were closed.

Q. If it had not been for these threats would the result of the election
have been different at that poll =—A. I think it would have been very
different. I am certain that a great nany more Democratic votes wouald
have been polled. 1 mean, that a great many who voted Republican
tickets would have voted Democratic tickets, and many who did not
vote at all would have voted Democratic votes.

Q. Has there been any registration of voters in this county?—A. None
since 1866 ; only partially then.

Q. Did they use any registration books or papers ou the day of elec-
tion at that precinct #—A. Noue.

Q. Were the polls ever opened at Matthews Bluff in previous elections?
—A. I have voted at Matthews Bluff, and the elections were originally
held there; but for the last six or seven years, for some unexplained
reason, polls have been opened at Perryville.

Cross-examined :

Q. Were you present at the Lawtonville poll also 9—A. I was not.
Q. Then of your own personal knowledge you don’t know how Sandy
Grgen voted 1—A. Only what he told me.
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Q. Can you give me the names of those who threatened the life of
Saudy Green 1—A. When threats are made in or Ly a crowd it is impos-
sible to remember all. I do remember John Ireeman, Joe Stanly, Bob
Stauly, Jeffrey Curry, and Paul Anderson, and others, whose nawes for
above reasous I do not recollect.

Q. Do you know from persopal observation that Freeman and two
others were personally threatened 1—A. I state what they told me, and
I heard threats wyself.

Q. Are you aware that there is any statutory law requiring registration
of voters in South Carolina #—A. 1 do not kunow, but the coustitution
requires it.

Q. Was not the election for the Matthews Blaff section of Beaufort
County held at what you call Perryville in the years 1873 and 1874 1— -
A. I do not remember.

Q. Did you vote in the years 1872 or 1874 *—A. I did.

Q. Did you cast yoar vote at the place known as Matthews Bluff
Landing ?—A. No, sir; in 1872 and 1874 1 voted at Beech Branch pre-
cinet.

JNO. E. KITTLES.

Sworn to this 24th February, 1877.

[L.8.] JEFF. WARREN,

Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Deposition of E. S. Stuart in matter of contest by G. D. Tillman against
Robert Smalls for Congress of the United States.

S00TH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

E. 8. STUART, a witness of the legal age, having been produced by
contestaut on due notice to contestee, deposes as follows:

Question. What is your name, what is your age, what is your occupa-
tion; where do you reside, and where did you vote at the last election ?
—Apswer. E. L. Stuart. 1 am twenty-eight years old. I reside near
Matthews Blaff, Beaufort County. I am engaged in merchandising. I
voted at Perryville, near Matthews Bluff.

Q. What ofticial position, if’ any, did you hold at the last general elec-
tion!—A. Supervisor.

(%Did you take an oath as supervisor of election I—A. I took no
oath,

Q. What is the distauce between Perryville and Matthews Bluff 1—
A. About one mile.

Q. Was there a poll opened at Matthews Bluff on the 7th of Novem-
ber last -—A. There was not.

Q. Did any of the managers, or any other parties, speak of moving
the box from Perryville to any other point !—A. I beard Ben. Reed, who
%38 Republican manager some time before election, say that they in-
tended to move the box to Red Hill, seven miles distant. This was, I
think, about one month before election.’

Q. What time was the box opened that morning at election 3—A, I
donot know. I went off on business. When I returned the box was
open,

Q. Who swore voters I—A. Thomas Bracey swore some of them, and
L swore others during the absence of Bracey.

Q. Who acted as chairman of the board of managers 7—A. Mr. Stoue.

Q. How were voters sworn?—A. They were simply sworu without a
Bible, and without holding up right hand ; the oath was read to them ;
Sume bowed, others replied, « I do.”
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Q. How were votes counted ¥—A. There was no tally kept for each
candidate. Colors of the Republican vote and Democratic vote differed
in this : the Republican vote was printed in red ink. the Democratic vote
in black ink. When we took up a Republican or Democratic ballot, we
considered it a straight-out ticket ; did not scrutinize names ou separate
ballots.

Q. What ticket did you vote?}—A. Democratic ticket.

Q. Who took charge of ballot-box and key after votes were counted 1—
A. Ben. Reed, colored Republican manager.

Q. Wag there any drums or drilling men at the polls on day of elee-
tion ¥—A. Drum was beat; colored men and women walking up and
down in mob order.

Cross examined :

Q. When you say Matthews Bluff, don’t you mean Matthews Blaff
Landing {—A. I mean that point at the landing containing warehouse,
store, and residence of Mr. Bryant; there are also negro houses.

Q. How long have you lived in that neighborhood I—A. Up to time
of election ; about gne year.

Q. When Ben. Reed spoke about moving box, do you know whether
he had already been appointed manager for the last election —A. I do
not know when he was appointed ; did not know who the managers were
until 1 arrived at polls on morning of election.

E. S. STUART.

Sworn to before me this 24th February, 1877.
[SEAL.] JEFF. WARREN,
Notary Public, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

Deposition of W. G. Roberds in matter of contest by G. D. Tillman for
a seat in the Congress of the United States.

SouTH CAROLINA,
Beaufort County :

W. G. ROBERDS, a witness of the legal age, be