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Chapter XI11, .

TUE RLECTION AND F¥ICTITIOUS RETURNS,

Wo have now reachod tho most im.:

portant opoch {u Karsas history, and one
tho futuro historlan will fad full of
thrilling incldoats, tor on it hingos the

* dostiny of an {nstitutlou whose bogin.
ning antodates the oldest human rocords
-—whoso cnd {n Republivan Amorloa,
and, by roflox actlon, throughout the
olvilizod world—though. effaced with an
ocean of blood, 15 olearly tracable.to that
porlod when tho Froo Stato party trl.
umphed at the polls at tho Ootobor olec-
tion of 1857, obLtalned coutrol of the
law-making power, and wlolded it for
freadom against thelr oppressors, Not
that our viotory was complete, for wo
shall observe, boforo olosing theso ohap-
tors, as soon as one dangor was removed,
we wero besot by another, and still an-
othor, uatil the hopos of man y failed
thom,

‘Tho  Grasshopper Fulls convention
united tho antagonistio olumonts of the
Froo State party, the consorvative elo.
ment of it vory gonorally subordinating
thelr olaims to the public oftcos to the
moro radleal wing, to tho ond that thero
should bo no causo for furthor dlvision.

The pro-slavery party seomed inactive.
No foars wore entortained of & genoral
fnvasion from Mfssouri; that i€-attompt.
ed at all, {t would be limited to the poll-
fog preolnets on tho border, through
whioh they would scoure further control
of the loglalative power, It was be.
lloved thav choy wore. a0 confldent of
being admitted into tho Union under the
constitutlon, then in the progress ot
formatlon, that thoy would not care to
inour the troublo and oxpenso of oloct-
ing a Terrltorial Loglalature. Each
party, howovor, eutored the oanvass with
« full tlcket,

Gov. Walkor, on the 10th of Soptom.
ber, published a letter, in the naturo of a
proclamnation to the poople, ocoupyling
soven full columna olosoly sot, In the
Herald of Freedom, in which he roviewed
the law govorning the oleotlon, + In oloss
ing ho deolared, in substance, which wo
somowhat abridge:

“Howovor solloitous I may Lo about
tho result of tho pending ‘election, or
anxious, those views of publie polio
which I have entortalued and exproses
from my youth up, especlally as rogards
tho EQuILibntuM of our governmont,
should trlum?h in Ootober, yet I cannot
and will not do any act, or countenunce or
austain any, the effect of wihich would de-
prive the people of Kansas of any rights
deoured lo them by lhe fedoral compact, the
organio act, or the laws of the Lerritory.

The Governor stated In this. lettor that
tho troops at his command would be
placed in the neighborhoods of eleotion
proolnots where violence or ouirage on
the ballot-box was apprehonded, on the
requeat of elther party, “not for tho pur-
pose of overawlug ‘the people, or of in-
terforing in any way with the elections,
but, by tholr mere prosonce, guarding
the polls agaloat attempts at {nsurreotion
or violence.”

The election whs held on Monday,
Octobor 8th, Tho day was wet and
choerloas, while provioue protracted raine
had mado the mud doep aud the travel
ing diffioult. Tho polls wero fow, and
the people,othor than residonts of towns,
had to make long journoys to oxorcise
tho right of suffrage. 1esldos, it was at
the soason of tho yoar whon thoro was
muoh siokuness in the Torrltory, Frow
thoso and othor ocauees, it was oatimated
that ono-fourth of tho Frew State vote
was lost; nevortholess, as the roturne ar.
rived from distant polnts, it was ovident
tho Froo State oaudidates woro. eleo-
ted by handsome majoritios,

While we woro trlumphlng over the | bl

result news . arrived, flrst, that 500 votes
worg ‘polled at tho prosslavery town of
Klokapoo, on the Missourl river, oppo-
slte Woston, Mo,, by which the Loaven.’
worth dlstriot, with its elght mombars
in the House and throo in tho Jounoil
ware givon to tho pro.slavery party. It
was well known that this voto was
almost wholly fraudulont or simulatod;
but the noxt question was-how to contro-
vort it, . ‘

Then came & roport that Oxford, an
{nsiguifivant point, dlrectly acroes tho
Torritorlal llne from Littlo Santa Feo,
Mo, without half a dozen logal votors,
had returned 1,020 votcs, This proolnot
was attaohod to the Lawronce dlstrlot,
and those simulated votos,. {f counted,

*would overcomo the heavy I'reo Stato
voto, and glvo eight moroe pro.slavery
members to the House and throo to the
Counoll, united with tho Leavonworth
distrlot and the Loglslature would be
again {o the hands of the onomles of
freedom,

Aad then from McGac county there
wero roturns of some 1,200 yotes, while
thero was not a legal votor in tho county,
it boing Indian torritory, and not open
to sottloment, “exompted .out.of ' and
forming no part of tho Torrltory of Kan.
883, by oxproas provislon of the organio
act., 1f these .simitlated roturns weore
countod by tho Governor and Scorotary,
not only would tho Loglslative Assembly
romain {a pro-slavery hands, but so would
the delogate to Congress, and moat of
the county ofticors. ,

Tho excitement of the ‘poople became
almost violent. To add to ita {ntensity
~ag it. was woll known Gov, Walkor was

at Fort Loavonworth .at tho time of .tho
olootion—it was roported: ho was ap-
pealed to on tho day-ot elootion, and do-
oldod that goldiors stationed at the Fort
had a logal right to vote, snd, in conse-
quonco they bad oxorelsed the franchiso
and swelled the opposition,

The Freo State milltary organizations
were aroused into activity; a small party
of armed mon set out for Oxford to mako
observatlions, and learn the facts which
transpired at that proolnot, and the
names of the scoundrols who wero the
porpotrators of the.fraud, Threata of as-
sausination of the Territorfal ofilcers
ware rifo, and those who had boon ‘the
most carnest in supporting the voting
pollcy woro tho most earnost in tlielr de-
tormination ‘to thwart (ho outrage by
fair moans or foul, e

T'he writor was walted upon by a com-
mittee of threo prominent gontlemen of
Lawrence, and requeatod to visit Lecomp-
ton, seo tho Govornor, prosent the condi-
tion of affairs to him, and inducoe him, if
poastblo, to rejeot those fictitlous returns,
It was urgod that it was through tho in-
strumentality of tho Herwlld of Freedom
the pooplo had participatd in the elec-
tion; that roposlog confldence in Gov.
Walkor's pledgos, guaranteoine a fair
and honest electlon, the result had boen
brought about; thoy tendored a span of
horsos and- oarrlage, with D, W. Wior,
Esq, & young lawyer then resident of
Lawronco, for company on condition I
would go,

A paper was drawn up, reciting tho
faots at longth in regard to the frauds,
signed by thirty well known oitizons,
who mado onth beforo a Notary to tho
truth of tho statemonta, Thoy solomnly
protestod against these roturns belug
counted, :

It was reportod the QGovorgor roturned
to Lecomptan the day before, and imme-
dlato action was nocessary, It was near
sundown whon wo sot out on our mis-
slon, probably on the 14th of Octobor, ]
for that was the date of tho protest.

Lecompton had no particular chaims
for us, Wo had flrat visited it on the
10th of May, 1858, undor duross, guarded
by a body of horsemen, commanded by
Col, Titus, now.an incurable paralytio of
Titusville, TMorlda, the redoubtablo pro-
slavery rufllan, who was afterwards con-
nootod with the Nloaragua expoditlon,

commanded by “Filllbuster Walkor,”
For ‘nonrly four months wo had beon
held a prisoner, with othors, in that vl
olnity, ~ Whonover the name was men-
tloned tho bittersarcasm of Judge Smith,
o follow prisoner, somi-delirlous with
chills and fovors, would como to mind;
“Holl 1s Just over the hill yondor, I got
its s_ul[)huroun odor every thno I turn my
boud that way, Don't you smoll 1"
Whon wo flrst camo to the town, it was
fillod with Southorn desperadoos, hun-
dreds ot whom had gathored thore pro-
aratory to a descont on Lawronco on the |
ollowing day, to destroy our printin
office, with that of Mossrs, Millor & Ellf. |
ott's and the Free State Hotel, On onter-
ing, Locompton on that oconsion the
stroots wore filled with the cowardly. dos.
Peradouu, who, a8 we passed, cried -out:|
“I'hero is that G—d d—d Abolitionist
Brown, of tho Herald of Ifreedom. Shoot
him!. 8hoot him! . Why don’t you shoot
‘tho d=d niggor thlef? “Loan mo a qun,
and I'li shoot him,” Theso and kindred
oxpressions, always woll mixed with
oaths, woro heard contlnually until wo|.
tenchod tho quartersassigned us, Reador,
do you wouador we call thoso bravos |
“gowardly,” who treated a prisoner, un-
arinod and wholly in their power, in this
shamoful manner? Or that wé nover hiad
any love for Lecompton orits pro-siavery
inhabitanta thoreafter?: And {s it strange
that the'lnoldents of our firat visit .there (.
‘was rgoalled on the occaston of. our sec-
ond, some thirteen months after our re-
lonse without trlal?  Wm. H, Boward, in|
a spoech at Lawrence, a couple of yoars
lator; omphasizod Liecompton as “A for-
lorn wldow; sitting thero alono in her |
dosolatfon.” Even her “Lano Univorsity”
wlil hardly save her from oblivion, .

A part of the traveled road to Locomp-
ton was unknown to us; and eg it was
only starlight, wo lost our way, and
brought up at Big Springs.  Returning
to’ Judgo Wakeflel's, and the night
bolng 80 far spont, wo tarried until
morning., Ronewing our journoy at
dawn, the inoldents’of our former recep-
tion ‘at Leoompton, as just narrated, were
vividly recalled. ,

It scomod as if our delontion en route
was providentlal, for tho Governor onlﬁ
artlved at Locompton about two o'cloc

In the morning from F't, Loavenworth, It
le probable, hind wo met with no delay,
we qhould have missed an Intorview with

Govornor's toom, who boarded at tho
snmo hotol where we stopped. No at-
tontion was pald to it, Walting an hour
Or two, & second card was sont up ree
questing an Interviow; a third; dinnery
and no ntloution to my cards, About
two o'olovk; Liout. Oarr, tho . Qovornor's
Ald, presonted himsolf, and said the
Govornor was very busy; that ho was
having an interview in his room with
soveral gontlomen, and that it would be
Impossiblo for him to sco mo beforo
throo o'clock.

At throo o'clock, I prosonted myaolf at
his door, and was fnvited to his room,
whero, I should supposo, wore from eight
to & dozen well kaown pro-slavery men,
who scomed in earneat convetsntion as I
entercd.,

Tho Governor invited mo to a seat, I
stated that I wished to see him alone, on
fmportant matters. Ilo roplied that he
was bisy, but would give me his firat
lolsure momont. A short tine passed,
when Lieut, Carr announcod the Gover-
nor was alono, and would give mo a
hoating. I woat to his room again, when,
casting ubout mo, I eald: 1

MQovornor, nfy mission to you to-day
I8 of a vory fmportant charactor, and it
{s with you alone, - Thoso walls, I ab-
d0rve, aro of a kind that ours may bo all
around us, I wish to soo you whore we
shall not bo fnterrupted, and whero there
will bo no roporters for elthor of us,” -

“Wo oan go to tho, Excoutive Office," |-
was hisroply. .

“Anywhero so we oan. bs who!lly alone
and whero nolther of ug odn bo 'roportod'
by otburs to our prejudico,”

- Toguthot wo went to the second. slory |
of a bulldln% 0 little distance. away,
which, though.I had never ontored bo.
fore, from Its surroundings it was
ovidontly hisoffice.  Glvlng me a chalr,
and taking ono himself near me, he sald:

“Hore there are no ears to hear, and I
bave bolted.the door so there will be no
lgtrl,l'slon. Proceed with what you would
sy, :
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