. DIED STRANGELY
~ N A BATH HOUE.

Mary S. Dufl and Ellett L. Titus, of
v Brooklyn, Who Were Betrothed,
~* Foud Dead Near Her Sun-

£ .
F. mer Home in Sea Clif, L. 1

r

HE HAD SHOT HIMSELF.

She, a Dootor Says, Died from
Heart Disease Superin-
-duced by Chloroform.

PHIAL FOUND IN HIS POCKET,

-Bodies Lay in a Six by Four Foot-Room
on the Beach Below Her
Father’s Cottage.

MISSING FOR 24 HOURS,
L]

* She Was a Wealthy Brooklyn Man's
- Daughter and He a Descendant
of John Hopkins.

Ellett Livingstone Titus, 2 young broker,
&nd Mary 8. Daff, the daughter of a
wealthy Brooklyn carriage manufacturer,
after an absence of twenty-four hours from
the summer home of her father in Sea Cliff,
L. L, were found dead in a bath house on
the beach.

He had been shot through the head. She,
according to a physician who examined the
Dodies, died from heart disedse, which the
physician and her relatives say was superin-
duced by chloroform sdministered to her by
Titus to cure a headache,

Then, it is thought, the man, realizing his
position, xhot himself. There was little evi-

. dence of chloroform poisoning, except the ab-
sence of rigor mortis, but a bottle of the an-
aesthetic was found in the dJead man's
pocket.

They were to have been married in Feb-
ruary, and when they went out for a walk
on Tuesday evening both were in good
spirits.

It was, so all thelr friends had to tell yester-
day, a pleasant path that led Mary Duff and the
man who was to have been her husband through
a Jong engagement and up to the pleasant house
party on Tuesday evening In her father's sum-
mer cottage, high above the waters of Iemp-
stead Harbor.

He was not yet quite twenty-four, had falr
Business prospects and would Iuberit a forune

1the death of his mother. He was a hardy
fellow, more than six feet tall, with a cheerful,
happy disposition that made friends for him
wherever he went. For two years he had been
engaged to marry the wealthy wmanufecturer's
daughter.

Titus had known the family for a long time,
for when he came North from Titusville, Fla.,
seven years ago, le went to live with his ount,
Mrs. James D). Hodghin, at No. 440 Cllnton
street. She has six sons, There was an under-
current of feellng among them that young Titus
might have made an alllance more pleasing to
thelr mother. Dut thelr opposition to the en-

which was more than two
years ago, was never very determined.
HE WAS NOT INFLUENCED.

Titus wax employed by Floyd & Walsh,
brokers, In Wall street, this clty. Early this
spring Mr. Walsh, whore confidential elerk he
had been, went to Europe, and slnce that time
‘Titus had not been an employe of the firm, but
had been dolng a small brokerage buslness for

* Nwself, aud spent much of his time 1n the firm's
otfice as formerly.

It any onc ever expressed objection to his
approaching marriage to Miss Duff, Titus was
not at all influenced hy 1t. He was a man who
had bis own way and who was roud of his
family as of his opinifon. Iils father, Colonel
Henry T. Titus, founded Titusvllle, Fla., after
the war, and hig mother, who has lived there
“eversince, isa nllre of Johns Hopkins, of uni-
versity founding fay

DPeter l)ux. the !ather of Titus® fiancee, 1s a
wezlthy, age manufacturer in DBrooklyn,
and his ?oml house i= at No. 399 Clinton street,

"ﬂl' ‘ﬂl:lll but the famlily bad been preparing
thelr town house for the wiuter, and
ns ie: n Duff was gelng to Brooklyn the next
worning, he decided to remain over night and
ucmm nny her.
'n he luul cleaned the fish she put on her
hat nn\l A fur tippet and nre pa;
the reach for a stroll with
custom lo £o from the cottage through the rear
of the grounds, rench the road that runs a
the bluff, descend to the leach
steps that Jead down the declivity Just. besitts
the Sea CIff Yacht Club louse, strofl along the
ard walk that skirts the water and come home
through the village. Ordinarily they were goue
less than an hour.

They left the crll’u:r- at a quarter to nlne,
and gk they stepped from the pinzza the other
persons in the Louse saw that they turned tow-
ard the barbor as usual, and heard the ;lrl eall
to her mother, *I'm golng vut fo get a lrcnlb
f fresh alr. 1'11 be back in twenty - minute,"

That night was the brighteat Sea CHff hiad
Lknown In months. The stretch of Sound below
the tree fringed clift which gives the village its
nawme was white in the umonllghl. e harhor
was shining silver The figure of a muan must
have been virible on the shore at a great dis-
tance. But the Leach had loug since been de-
gerted.  Sea CIIfY goes to bed earl. .T

THEY DID NOT RETU

From the rear of Mr. Dufl’s :rmnuh it is a
few minutes® stroll. golng to the right, to the
¥acht elub house. There a parrow filght of one
hundred steps leads down to the water. Then,
to reach the family boathouse, the pair had to
turn to the left and walk back along the board
walk to & Xnt directly opposite the cottage
Ihcv had le:

Duﬂ's twenty minutes became an hour,
and two and three. Then the growing alarm
of those she left in the cottage became fear
that romethin, seﬂuui lna hnp‘mml and the
girl's brother-in-law, . Floyd~Jones, accom-
panied by her brot her n Duff, hurried down
the clil to ln\'estlg‘\l The ¥ gave no general
alarm at Airs

The men went to the bath house, thinking the
missing ones might bave gone to row by inoon.
light and met with an acclaent; The boat was
led |n its usunl place. Tue bath lLouse was

Th earched the sbore and the cliff, but
fnund nothlng ‘The mornln hrnught no news,
x nd uwn6 fearing foul play, in the absence of a

nite susplcion, Alr. H dJones con-
sulled the village nuthurlues, and an orgnnlzed
search was lmlltmed by nearly fifty m

The row of bath houses lmder the Muﬂ' |s pcr-
haps half a mile long. As a rule, only
used by mrlmu: rnmllles are locked. Thebe
we!

wlthout avall, lnqulry at the Brooklyn Ywun-
nnd among the friends of Titus and the mlss-
ing gid proved valn, and when night came on
Wednesday Mr. Floyd-Jones had decided to pub-
licly offer a reward of $250 for informatlon
abont elther of t'he :\bsent persons.

D AT LAST.

The bills were onlereu. but ﬂmr were never
printed. One of the partles whileh was stil]
scouring the beach Wednesday evening declded
to force the door of the family bath house,
There was seemingly nowhere else to search, so

MARY 8. DCF) Fn
{From a photograph taken three years 2go.)

much ground had been covered already. In
this party were Mr. Floyd-Jones, Charles Con-
nors and Village Constables George Brenzel and
James Tuu

The ouse. which i very small, rests apon
tlmbenw mn hold it high enough to be safe from
the tides. Asit had not been used since thebath-
lng sonmn tho E proach was somewhat en-

umb: F anks, which had been piled on
lha llmp pm orm at the lug of the steps lead-
Ing up to the door. It was difficult of access.

The constables forced the front door and stos
1n a little corridor, from which four small dress-
ing rooms open, each apartment belng slix |
feet Dy four. The doors of these were open.
’X‘hn! ut the third was closed. Connors, who

ed the door and found that it resisted,

slm)d nsnn a small shelf In tbe second room,

and holding his lantern above his head, looked

Jdnto the third. His exclamatlon told qe other
men that thelr lonz search was ended.

Brenzel. from th e corridor, placed his knee

pinlnnl the closed door and 1
‘with hia shoulder. Mies Duff lay upon her side,
with her feet toward the door. IHer body made
1t difficult at first to enter, for the door opened
inward. Her position and the expression of her
face Indlmlbd that she had died easlly, It was
safd vesterday by a member of the Hodgkin
family that when the constable first entered
Le found a towel or handkerchlef over her face.
This was subsequently denled,

There was a staln of blood upon her fore-
head, but that, 1t was afterward determined,
tame from the head of Titus. His feet were
also toward the door, but he sat In a corner of

the room, with Lis arm against a low shelf, and
hls head bent far forward between hls leg:

MUST HAVE DIED INSTANTL!

Beside him was a revolver of tmrty«:lgbt calf-
Lre. One chamber was empty. The builet had
entered his rlght !om‘Ple and passed oulwnrd at
the left. Death come to him Insxantly.
His position Indicated that he fired the
\\'hlle 1n a sitting posture, and then lurched Ior—

ware
The keys to the house and the inner rooms
were found in the door on the inside or on the

Among thoke who arri 3

£aon after the discovery of the bodles was Dr.

‘Willlam J, Burns, of Sea Cliff. He was the first
to make more than a cursory examination of
the bodles. It tvas his first impression, he sald,
that Tllns must have enticed Miss Duﬂ to he
place and then suddenly becom Ing

within_two blocks of that of Mrs,

where Titus I l\'ed
us erybody’s friend in Sea ClIff,
e Sshed llmre nnd sailed with the Sea Cliff
\u:ht Club men when he was not escorting Miss
Mary Dauff along the ptcmrl-sqne walks thnt
skirt Hempstead Harbor. He 8 deeply 1

love with her, spoke of her mntlnnally 10 hls
-
L C
((; %%"’”

BATIl IOUSLS WIERE TIHE BODIES WERE
FOUND.

friends and talked much -of his approaching

marriige,

She was the kind of womuan described oftenest
as lovable. She was twenty-three, distinctively
blond, with light brown hair, a round, girlish
face and fine Lrown cYes, She was a vivaclous
Eirl at mest times. but suhject to ocmslunal

Burn: respon
that lncr deam was due to a heart w! ch a few
whiffs of chloroform would have affected fa-
T 3
IX EXCCLLENT SPIRITS,
us ran do rom Brooklyn on Monday
erening for a day’s fikhing. Miss Duff met him
At the station, as was Ler custom, and carrled
im over to the mtt(ge in the family carriage.
Mr, Duff was In the city, lmt m. wife was stili
in the cottage by the sea. er were her
danghter Mury. an clder dnnghter, anad ber hus- |
bnna. Mr. I’. Fioyd-Jones, and John Duff,

ber
'rnmx “svent bass nshlnz next day, sk he had
intended. He ca the keys 10 the bath
bouse, where h mts were kept. He return('d
at lmll -past slx in the eveningdn great spirits
o\'rr hls |nck. He donned an apron after din-
eaned the fish hlmself. He had orig-
lnully lntended to return to Brooklyn on Tues-

omicidal and sulcmnl mania, whk'h lmd been
, shot her and himself,

An examination of the bodies caused h(m to
chnnge his mlnd. ‘To begin witlr, Mlss Duff had
t been shot, as was at first supposed, and a
phial of chlomtorm was found in
Titns® pockeL If 1t bad been used it had been
carefully recorked, for it was still more than
half fuil. Coroner

recured a jury, and when they had viewed the
bodles stretchers were secured at the Sea Clft
Y ncht Club house and the dead bodles were car-
rled up to )lr Duff’s cottage.
DURNS' CONCLUSIONS.
Bums, “hen I s.'uv him after the autopsy
\‘estcmny. 2a1d:—*Miss Dufl was not shot, oﬁcr
eath was due to henrt disease, aggravated, I
elleve. by the admlnistering of ckﬁoml’orm.
am led to this conclusion by the condition of
her heart, the fact that chloroform was found
in the man's Le and that there was no
‘rllgor maortis, ugh she had doubuess been

ead u\'enty-faur hn?xrs ‘when fou;

“I should not expect to have round evidences
of chlom(orm 50 long after death. I found
none upon Titus’ handken:hlet or upon the
towels I examined. I sa\v the bodies five min-

utes after they were found. Miss Duff lay
prone upon the floor. Ier clothing was In
no way dirarranged, and there was no evldence

of a struggle of any kind, I discovered nothing
in my examination whlch throws any light
upnn the cause of the trag {

“Miss Duff had a very weak heart, and a few
‘whiffs of chloroform would have caused deat

0f course I cannot say whether It was Inhaled
from the bottle or from a saturated cloth. It
would have evaporated from & cloth long before
the bodles were discovered,

“Miss Duff, I understand, was taken from
schoal, some Years ago, because of heart trouble.
She was also subgect to violent headaches, the
pain starting at the base of the brain and grad-
Ilallf affecting her enlire henll. 1hese were
likely to come on at any ti d if she had
attempted to secure re]ler hy a sllght lnha]utlon
}vl‘cl'nlororurm the experiment might have been
atal

*Titus, ton, was subject to headaches, and it
was hln habit to carry a small bottle of chloro-
form about in hls goc
It to friends 1If ¢

ss Duff,

Thl m ‘ 'm.z;shuﬂuo 3 Rfr
L] exp nn on of the tragedy, offered b
Dr. Burns, was duoplicated in maln bv My
l‘lofd-lonos, who gpoke for Ibe Duff fa
have just found out,' he sald,
Tuus. a rew days ago, told Mra. Duif that chlo-
for a headache, and that he
nsed T himecit, Miss Dufl nas subject to head-
aches. No doubt he nttempted 10 relleve her
beadache. I know enough about him to know
hn he would pot have valued lfe without her, !

"Xou «ee-Mr, Titus may have forgotten to lock |
the bath house after leaving hls oars there in the
afternoon, or ke may have unlocked the house
when they reached It In orGEr to ll/i‘ht a clgar.
The fresh hreeze on the beach would have blown
, out a match had he struck one outside. It may

be, on the other hand, that Miss Duff became il

on the beach, and #hat be gave her the chioro-

anrm there and then carried her to the bath
“The revolver I know nothing about, but I
i have learned that he bought it recently to
shoot with In a mateh he hrd armnged with'2
| friend. They were to be marrled in I‘ebmnrv.
He worshipped the very ground under her feet.”
‘There was uo letter In explanation, and this,

together with the apparent cheerfulness of both
persons when they left Mr. Duff's cottage, 18
regarded by thelr friends ns strongly sul "‘
Ing the theory that Miss Dufl’s death was ue
au aceldental overdose of chlorotorm, 304 that
Titus, frenzied then, shot him:
2 (,orom;r Duryea will hold an luquest on Tues-
day n
WORD FROM HIS MOTIL ed
nstructlous which Mrs. Tltun telegru h
froux Florhla when {nformed of her son's
13 body will be Interred In the Hodgskins ot ’ﬂ
Greenwood. The time of the funeral has not
vet been set, The body will be removed to
Brooklyn to-day.
The funeral of Miss Duff will be held in St.
Ann’s Irotestant 13 plsmpnl Chureh, Brooklyn,
of which she was a membe
When I called at the house of Titus’ auat, Mra,
James D. Hodgskin, yesterdny afternoon, she
told me that she was absolutely at a loss to
m‘count for the nction of her nephiew., *‘He wa$
bright, sunny, cheerful dlsposition, a
lnonrly, henuhy Southerner. and vms renaon ably
pro«()ermw In his business,”

*We recelved word of bis, de'ml at 2 late our
last night, and my sons, T. Ell uodgskm.
who is with the law firm of W lm: te & Cullen,
and James B, Hodgskin, “ho 13 with Grinnell &
\llnmrn. of New York, left Immediately for

a Cl. “They will bring the body of thelr
mu@lu on here.”

THus 18 sald to have hrcn r(rvwlhlz]y ahste-
mlous In his habits, affillated with
s Protestant l-,plwu ul (lmrclx. In Clin-
ton street. He also attended $t. Ann's Prot-
estant Fplecupnl Church, of which l:\lter con-
gregatlon Miss Duff was a member. Mrs.
Hmll:'lkln rald that her nephew had never man-
ifested any eccentrieity of manner that could
posslbly indicate mental derangement. e bad
some leart trouble a few yenrs agu, she said,
but 1t had not affected bim of



