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Down below Putugonisa in southern arizonsa, the
road to Nogalee {Arizona Highway # BZ ) perallels for
& bit the old CSonolte Crsek. Burely couplé of wmiles
outside of town you will find on the left side of the
road & cluster of old and crumbiin' 'dobe wullas, (ver-
grown #ith mesquite, few Wwho pubs nere nmvs any rewliz-
ation thot tiogy exist., Fewer ntill know thair story.

Thiv, I wr told, 18 wll tiwl is left of the
howe of one Joion Yerd, «n Irishuen, wiho, in the yesr
1860, wae engaged in the businsss of hauling timber
from the Santa Ritse MHountuins and the Pategonie Hills
for the Mowry, San Antonis «nd other mines then operwi-
ing near Putagonla, "itn John “ard lived nls wife and
her son,

The kiwnwpping by vhe Apecnes of tiaile young
boy, soamewincre betiween tne apes of BiX wnd twelve yours,
wes to result in twelve yewrs of the bitterest of Ind isn
wars ever to infleme this country; i1 was to cause the
disillusionment of the powsfful Coclhiise, chief of the
Chiricshuse Apuches, sl peuce for wany years with the
wiites, It wus to plunge him end his people intc an un-

wented war of slmost snnihiletion and to result in thne




porrible dewths of hundreds of settlers, the loss of
thousands of head of stock snd the destruction of
proverty the value of which is incomprehensible, The
story runs fairly clearly tho in some detuils tnere
are differences éf opinion in the writings of those who
paurticipated in the tragedy.

it seems generally &gredd that, in eurly
October of the year 1860, a band of Coyotero or Wiite
Hountein Apaches were on a raid into lexico und south-
ern arizona, In the course of their depredations, they
came upon the house of Ward on the Sonoite, Ward, him-
.self. was off in the mountains sbout his business and
the boy and his mother were alone at the rench, It so
happened th:et the boy wae out with the stock, which w up
the primary interest of the Indiund, and he was picked
up with the work oxen and horses, and hauled off to the
haunts 'of the bsnd beyond the Cile River, Pedro, the
notoricus, was the leader of this group.

Whet became of the little cauptive boy there -
«fter ? What becure of the wmuny little csptive boys
the Apachiee took regularly from their homes and familiess
In the excitement of the aﬁbsequant war, this boy seem-
ed Lo drop comnletely out of signt. His own parents died
years luter thinking he wae dead. Only his youth seved
nim from & premsture and violent destn, The Apaches
‘rarely took adult male prisoners and then only for very
specific reesons. They wented only women wna cuildeew,

especially boys., The boys becume braves, hipucne braves;



the women becume Blaves to do the work and maybe, if
fortune emiled, they bacame aspuche wives to rsaise more
Apeche braves,

We became intrigued with the fate of this .
particular boy. We dug oul what there was to be found
of the story, It ie, .erhaps, not too good & stiory s
it is ratner fregmentery, Nor yet is it too bad e
story. But s story it is, nevertoneless, ~ the story
of Mickey Froe.

AB was the custom among Lhe Apaches and cther
Indiens, this boy captive wue turned over to un Apache
femily to be raised e an Indiun, Apparently he was un
apt pupil end, to &ll intentes and purpoees, he grew up
to be & resl Apeche., In some respects, it might be eaild,
19 slmoet out~ppsched the Apaches, He developed inte =&
slim, wiry brave of uboul the usual Apsche stature,
wﬁicn was not lerge, and nhe developed the unusual
Apeche stemine and endursnce., 48 & scoul end hunter,
he wus superb, oe were sll Apmcae braves, But ne was &
8ly, scheming, somewnal sinister and not too trustworthy
individuel, It is reported tnat in later yesrs ne was
wholly trueted by neither the whites nor the Indians,
To nie credit, however, it should be said tuat he en-
listed msguainst tne renegade Apeches and served w#ith the
Ues &. Army for meny years us a scout, gaide and inter-

preter.,

The Indiean to whom the boy captive wus wllotled



had another real son whose Indian nzme wae Tlol-dile-xil,
#hich convertled into Zngliesa meant Black Rope. He wus
commonly c¢ulled Jopn Rope and he, too, in later life
becemwe & trusted scoul and gulde for the army, and &
member of the old Indian police force on tue Sun Carlos
ressrvation, John Rope and iWickey FPree grew up as
brothers and, #riting nis memoire¥ in 1935, John Rope
says this, "Mickey Free wae raised by my latner. He
wus given to hin mmemmkitkimxmsx by the Suan Curlos
people when & little boy. iickey wnd I were bdrought
up together, 30 we cullad each other brothers, He is
dead now, but his son, Willie Free, is slill living
at San Cerlos, wnd I call him my nephuw, Liickey used
to nave long red LDuir,"
(* see Arizone Historical Review, Vol.V3i1l 71 Jun. 1936.
"Ixperiences of an Indian Scoutl," excerples from the life
of John Rope, un "old-timer” of the Vhite nwountisin Apaches-
8 told to Grenville Goodwin.")

Yillie ¥Free died on Muay 8, 1938 ut tne age of
 fifty-five according to the recorde 0 ilhe San Curlos
. Apucke Indien Reservetion, ‘g left o deughler, Rose, who
was born in 1921,

wuere, why or how the little captive acquired
the name of Mickey ¥ree was & mystery. Nqone scemad 1o
know wnytning &out it until I cuught up with Judgex
Donald Kac Intosh ut San Carlos, He explained it very
simply, In enswer to my question as to how iickey got

Tad e e v he aeid. Winv., vaes. | can tell you how he



got 1it, ¥y own father was one of those who numed him,
Mickay's father, or ratner step-father, John Ward, wus
an Irishman. Aan Irishmun is forever snd aye, a"dick,”
Hence, the little step-mon of wn Irish step-fulher be-
came "Hickey," He wus pretty free to come wnd go in
those days and the ¥ree may hsve been tacked on for
that reason,"

48 tine story unfolds lickey is credited with
four fathers, a felir-skinnea lexican, an aspacie brave, ys see War-
an [rishmen nemed Hughes and an Irishman nsmed Ward. ME
His mother hae the choice of two muiden numes, 1.e.,
Bartinez or Salvudor, But ohen she morried John “Wurd,
as we assume she did, the boy became Felix Wura.

According to Cherles Connell, writing for the
0ld ARIZONA mugazine in December 1906, his mother's
maigen name was Jesus Selvoador. fihe wus one of three
women teken by & band of Pinel Aspaches in 1849 when
they ambushed an elegsnt Mexicun caevulecude truvelling
from Sante Cruz, Justi below the border, to Luguulenua

to witenda the annual fiestu de San Francisco. Sue, esus

Swlvador, wes the meid-sservent to tite bewutiful end o
eristocratic, Inez Gonzualez, The third woman iluken wes |
Inez' sunt, Uercedes Pacheco, All the men in tne purly

were slein, &nd that ind uded an uncle of Inez, Unly &
srrell boy, ¥runcisco Pucheco, wus spured,

It haes been said thet Inez wus sold 1o & couple

of degenerate traders whose purpose it wes Lo sell ner

intes n 1ife af ahame in Cnmtie Wa. Hennllv., howevar. thnaein



party fell in with that of Captain John R, Bartlett,
head of the U, &, Bounaary Commission, who freed the
girl from her captors wnd returnea her to her people
in Sente Cruz, Little is known of tne fute of the tiu
Mercedes, nor of little ¥rancisco, FProbubly, ne, too,
grew up to be & good Apacne brave., Qomewhere il nas
been said, . believe, that aunt lfercedes was early
sold to tne ﬁavgjos.

Jesue Salvador was reétuined by the Apuaches
and, according to Connell, one of the Pinal bucks
eventually took ner to wife, 1Tne result of this union,
suys Connell, wus & small Bon destined to be known as
Mickey rree., sbout & year after the birtn of tne cnild
s lne molner wmanagea to slip away from a group of women
witnu wnom she ned been working and, witin ner baby,
worked ner way down tne Gila River to naven witn the
friendiy Pimus, traeditionsl enemies of the ApuChiss.
¥rom ihere she finally was uable to return to ner psonle
at Sente Crug sometime in 18656,

“nen, after the Gadsden lurchuse, tae mines
in Patagonia began to come to life, Jesus Salvudor,
witth ner boy, came to be the housekeeper and then tne
wite of Joun Yard. kr. Connell continusvs witn tns story
after the kidnapping of the boy by the Apacnes in 1860,
al a#nich time, he salu, tne boy was Bix yeurs of wuge,.
The Chiricuhua Apaches were unjustly sccused of the

theft by Ward on very flimsy,circumstantial evidence,



He, connell, tells in detwil of the deceit of &n inexper-
ienced Jjunior officer in dewling with Udoljiee, in & high
but under-~handed manner, Cochise was the leuder of the
Chiricehuas, & fierce and powerful tribe. JPersonslly,
he was & man of considerwble stature intellectunlly as
well &8 puysiocally, He was known as & wman of honor and
integrity. Long wgoe he had realized the futility of
fighting tne imericane whose numbers simply continued
westward in an unending stream, while those of his own
warriors were depleted with every clash., A8 & result of
tnis foresight he had been able to conirél his people
for & malter of some years horetd{or «nd bhad lived in
peace with the whitea, "“nen the stage line cume thru
Apache PeesB on the old butterfield Trail, he had neld
off his breves and, by not interfering, had helped the
smericens carry on the work of cuommunication and travel,

Tne story of Lieutenant Bascom and his deulings
with Cochise has beon told and retold. The recent and
popular novel by klliott aArnold, “"Blood Brotuer," is
based upon the incident and upon the hond between (ochise
wnd Tom Jeffords. Tnis book hus been made into the movie,
“iroken Arrow,” This part of the story is of interest to
us here only because it iIs tne terrible result of a rel-
atively insignificant happening.

During all this war period, our casptive boy,
ickey ¥ree, wus &n embryonic Apache brave, nether his
futner #4uB an ,pache, a8 Lr, Connell states, doesn'ty

really matter, Whetlner als mother's nwme was Salvauor



is of eimilar unimportance. Waat dceé matter - the boy
grew up an Apuche,

ir, Connell tells of an experience with Mickey
in 1880 when he wus assigned "to enumerate the Apaches
on the San Curlos Reservation.” He sald, "This wandering
half-breed, whoee being cwused the woeful evenis of a
decude, toduy lives the life of & wild and restless Apache,”
He tella of having the choice of tnree interpreters,
Piute 3111, havajJo Bill or uickey Free, "Il was & gumble
us to who was the best," ue saild, "but from later eventis,
there was & declided preference in the matter of treachery
and utter uselessness in the choice of Lickey Kree, for
he deserted the outfit before the party reached Fort
Apuache, During the days arnd nights en route, u study re-
vealed the make-up of this indolent creature, &nd & more
repulsive object could not be lmagined, for, in his youth
from & fisrce combat with & bear, jiickey iree nud lost
the sight of one eye., He was small of stature, slim with
long tewny heir, straight, regged and unkempt. He usuully
allowed tue haeir to fall over tne affected eye, but nis
asppearance #ith u defective eye, sneer and'rough feautl ures
gavé him &« decidedly repulsive uppesrance.i

"Jis me8socistions around San Carlos gave him
an opportunity to pick up & little mnglish ana, at many
times, ne was used to advantege as an interpreter wnd
finelly was given & position as first serpgewnt of Indian

sooute, and while his reputstion was not of the best or

e zepuiatlen
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his reputation for honesty of tlie nighest, he proved u
good scout,
“ In conversution now (1906) over twenly-five

yeunrs ugo, Mickey Free said thut he had faint recollect-

dion of nhis home on the Sonoita end that he remembers the

long, long rifle that he took on being captured,Uther
than thiis he remembers nothing, and, so far ae his con-
dition at San Carlos was oconocerned, he was satisfied
with the roeming, free and easy life that the reservat~
ion sfforded - gambling, riding and the reception of
the ample rations issued by the government,

"Thus," continues (onnell," we find today among
the burdens of this government & charsacter of note, whose
life story has never been told, innocently the cause of
setrife and bitter warfare, a wendering refugee umong the
Apaches near %White River, An apuche at heart, & cruel
wsrridr wnd treacherous foe, unreliable and not particul~'
8rly NONEBUl. seicosscesssnsvevescscssvscnsrsosossoncos

"You find pioneers xmuxx who live today in
every county with scars of knife wounds inflicted - with
bullets in their limbs, aged, stooped and faltering from
tne woundse of Apache arrows, wrinkled and with whitened
heir from the blusts of the sweeping, burning winds of
the waterless, shadeless desert - yet today tuere is
left in solitude and freedom in tne wilds of the most

all
vewutiful spot in arizons tioe White iountuaine, - the
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creature of ciroumstance - with a life of freedom wnd
without care - the uwlf-breed, lMickey Free.*

Unless 1 nave misinterpreted this story, ur.
Connell's opinion of this%greature of circumstance® is
not of the highest, In &ll justice, however, it must be
noted that the dislike must have been mutusl. Nowhere
else do we find that Kickey Free deserted his post with
the army during his operations as a seout umnd interpreter.,

Santiago Ward, Mickey irree's step-brotner, who
died in 1930 at the age of seventy-five, was highly in-
dignant about this staetement of Mr., Connell's, mcoording
to Mrs. George F., Kitt, of the Pioneer Historical Society
in Tucson, pefore he died, he prepured tne following
statement duted karch 12, 1934 and it wes publisied in
the October 1930 issue of the Arizona [{istorical Review,

“] was born at Sonoite neur Putaegonia, July 206, .
1860, iy feather was Jonn Ward, one of tune first settlers,
and my motlher was Jesusa kiartinez. I know very little
of my father ws he died when 1 was five,

"Ly molher wes & uexican born in Senile Cruz,
ilexico. Sne had been married before Lo & wan numed Tellez,
He was & very lignt jexican with blue eyes &nd brown nair
and they hod two children, Felix and Tnelora. Tunese child-
ren were taken into my fether's fawily and always +ent
by the name of VWurd.

" a8 1 said, he wss my hulf-brother, the son of

my mother wnd kr. Tellez wnd wus grey-eyed and brown-
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nelred lisce ais fother. He was relseu by us wad went oy
the nase ol Pord, Voen he wad aboul twelve ysars ola end
¥e were living ab Bonolta, e was sltolen 0y Apuclies «ld
never cie ouCk. A posse of pen went after the Indians
bul they diviwsed into tarec groups. One group took my
vrothier, & seoonu took the cwitle tney ned stoden from
tie runcﬁ wna elpewnere wsna the other group Jjust kept

on foruging. Gf course, ey decoyed tue men into tuke-
ing the wrong treil.

"Potoer wnd Mother bollh died thinking thut
brother hud been killed, 3ul years luter o friend of
the fomily tolu me wWuatl he huad seen my brother at Jun
Cerles; towt 08 dud grown up B wn lhulaen ana vab wl
interpreter for the governwent, S50 I went up to San Cur-
los to see Liwm., Yoot ves in 1881. I Gidn't know him at

first, but ae Leoked very much like nis sister, fuir

with_ﬁr&yisu eyes, ey cCwlled nim [lickey Free, 1 do noi
know wiiy.

"L tried 1o gel nim Lo come nome ond see the
family, but he woula never do it, awlways mude 50mc eXCUSo,
He wunted me 10 silygy with aim end e got me WOrk wiwi 1

slayed wilh toe govermasent for o yewr. lilckey sna I

went wown Lo Uie San Bernwrdine Renen on the vorder wita
Torty veglns drusn by wules wnu wlong with five compunies

of soldlers, L0 welp oring in the lndiuns from the Sierre

Jwarcs Lo tne reservalion, Ve currica orovisions for tnaen

“

ell end Jickey wvent wiong lhewm Lo interpret, ‘e were oll




uncer Ceptein (Lmmett) Lrovford end Li, {(sritton) Devis.

Taus, Sattivgoe Verd {loetly wenles thnet lickey
1¥uexlxé Free, or relix Vierd, was the halfi-breed son of
Jesus E&lvador und & Soyolero apuetie brave #ho macried
her auwring ner cuptivity wita his bana, On tue other
Hund, de gives Ric nother's nuwe, 4€r meiaen Dune, #€8
suwrtinez, not Sadvauor, and nwaes as toe father of
mickey Free, her first nudbund, one Seffor Tellez , u
grey-vyel, orown-iairea ¥exicwun wuo transuwitted ais light
coloring to nis chilaren, Felix (iickey Iree) and Thelora.

He says tnat &t toe time of uis capiure, i.ickey
was twelve yeurs of age, not six, us Connell notea. Tnis
would nave placed als birth sowetime auring 1848 or w
year or more before tie capture of his mother #ith Inez¥
Conzaules' party, on September 50, 1849, Lt will be re-
mewberea tnot Lhilckey wus tumken from the Ward rancuo on tue
fonolie On &an (evober morning in 1&860.

Gveryone, incluulng Saitiagd Verd, nls slepe
brotuer, sceus Lo agree on the light complexion of .lickey,
and Senliago glves, with scenlng sutnoriiy, tae source
therecf, 2is father, 3r. Yellez, & fulir-couplexionea Liex-
icun,

1t does nol seom unreusonable 1o oonsider thatl
wickey's own hwlf-Vrotner suould amve the faels pretty
w#ell in hena. be seems to e wole sutnorit&tively 1o name
nar.es, give dates «nd pleces and to point out factis ana

toe reusons taeretor. “is testimony, tuerebor, we feecl



guoula we given caretul consiaerstion,
Tom dorn, indisn scoul wnd interpreter, 440

operatlen vith We Army 'or & wolle dauring tue latier part

of tue Compelipns sgeinst ine apucues, scams 10 usve known
Miékey free pretty well, In niQ autobiograpay, "ue Life of T;
dorn," (copyripated by Joan (. Covle in 1904 and puaxisaed
vy the Louthwun DHoek Co. of DLenver ) ne descrives Lickey's
puysicul appeurance similarly bﬁt nis story diifers in
otuer respects,

“i.igkey rree Wus born in 1855 on thé sonoitu
diver, c¢lose 1o the .iexicun line," ssays Horn. " .lis fetuer
WuB @i iristunen numed iugnes wnd nis molner wus & wexican,
fis futlner und mother wa£e killed in 1862 b, tihe Indiuns

und he &nd his sister were curried off into cuptivity.

(ine itulics ure ours) . ickey was then wsboul seven ana

Jdis sBlster nine yewrs ola,. ¢ now spoke ootlu ..exicuan

and apuCoe lixke & professionul, wiu ug Loe wiluest
aare-uevil in the worlu &t tnis tive. { Here .forn is
ooviously tulking wooutl lae first time uu contucted . ickey
Sree B Ll LLmy scout'and interpreier, 1'or ne Wus aescribe-

ing tie luree lnulen 8CLLl8 ¢ usu Witlnu nim on tils purie-

3

icular expeuition,) & meda long fiery cou wuulr anu one
blue cye, uie olher .wving usgen HCOKeu cul LY & Jounued
deer ~iien ne sus lwelve yewurs olu, € ieu & Brull red
muslucie utkd & mug lLuasl lookeu like Lue original mep

of Irelund.®




wuile Horn is vitner confused or in error sbout
wickey's origih und ege, 1t seews apparent tawt Ge is
ueaéribiua tue sume person, even tio the story wvssn't
follow tie exmuct course at wil times,ine compiexion stuys
ligut, nowever, und the hair red, anu one sye continues
gefective, according to tnis sCOUL, LiCKEY rIrue WuB
consiaerea "invaluuwble" by Uie government., .ie wus & taore
ouguly gualified scout wnu gulde snu wbsolutely feﬁrlaas.
In 1904 be "lived in we “nite Lountidn pert of tue ro-
cervition wnd hes u large Indian fumily, wia is wealthy
in norsess Callle, syuuws snd doys,"

in this sutoblography, llorn telis of weny scouts
&G expeaitibns with Tickey Iree uuring Lie Lpscue cubi-
puignss e Becued to think reluwer well of aim., Jertuinly
de guila noining to inaicate Luut Bivkey wvus tne "repulsive®
cresture .. re Connell consivereu him,

5riunon'buvis, & foruer otfficer of tue Sru U. $.
suvelry, in telling “T;eilruth about Ceronimo," (Yu.le Lniv,
fress, 1929 ) gives & aeseription of tue verkous Inaiun
scoutly wita whom ue campbigned.'ﬁe goes & bit more into
detull on Lickey Frec ogcaupe ue Wb longfer assoclialeq
with aim luan wiltn any olner scout,

“Licke& Tree, five feet'five, slim out MUBCULLT
wee Uoe son of an Irist fetoer and o ) exiocwn moller, i aad
Lot we 8lgnt of one eye whicn guve ulm e« sinister appesr-
eNCLe coplUlieu Uy e apuClue whsh & sm&ll culla, ule lilre

GG Dol upedl WLiONd Tued LG e el UeCole Lo adl inteuis

B R T R IR R TR, N




allt PpurnoBes all Jpuineé; wWab malftled 0 i A eCihe, ulcBbed
Lb @l Apache and lived w«s e scouts lived. e had re-
Ll ned or soquired o knovleuge of Spanisn of whica I elso
Oad & smablering, end Oeceme my interpreter uurluy ulwuosy
tae entivre timwe of my service. Tue Inuians'suspsctea uiﬁ
of coloring tiings 1o suit tue wnites; Siever's opinion
(Al Eiwbei, cuief of scouts ) of nim coula not ve printeu
in polite words, e may mwve fooled me on occusion, but
if he duia it wes done so skilfully tuet I never found it
oute"

A bit fartuer on in nis stary Lbs. Davies aas
tnis Lo vay. “"JTae Quiricullua BeCrel service wai Wi
wonwmll L Oud Were alstrustled Jickey, fewring thut ue
#oulc vetray taunr to vome of toneir fricenas«”

““here tuere is swoke tuere must e some fire,
snd in ;ickay'Free there musl anwve been sometlhing that
people uldn't trust, Lven Ceronimo uiun't secn to like
wickey, but thuat wight ve considered as sometining quilte
to .dckey's credit, Ceronimo uldn't like w iot of gooa
people, rerhaps it was because iickey wus working for
tue govgrnméut, or waybe it was just & personml gruuge.
uien save ¥ Al any rate, it is recorued tuwt in uis
opening remarks to Ceneral Crook at tne time of their
Conference in tue Cenon de los _wbudos on :arch 25«27,
1866, Jjust belore nisusurrenaer, Geronimo put tlie vee
on . ickey irec inmediutely, " I w~us Living quietlly and

contuntedly, " seys Ceronimc, * uwoing wnd tninking no



herm wnile at the Sierrs Llenos (Wnite i.ountain Reservat«
lon )« I don't know whut harm I did to those three men,
Chatto, kickey Free and Lt. Davis, I wus living peaceably
wnd satiafied when peoﬁle bagen to speak bad of me,"

( Treatment of Apache Indiuns, uushington, 1890. » letter
from toe Segretary of War in respéct to Senute Resolution -
of Jun. 26; 1896, reportis relative to treptment of certuin
Apache lndians.)l* See page 17.

This may Lmve been & Oasﬁ of the pol calling the
kq%tle'blaak. It was well known then as it is now that the
téutn was not in Geronimo. e was an inveterate lier and
~this mey have been just an attempt to fog the issue. Chatto
was a good Indiun scout, once & menb__gr of Geronimo's own
band, wno.eerved the Army well for e long t;me. Lie Duvis
was Lhe Irktton Duvis heretofor quotea on:kiakey rree, |

D:.'?rgnk Ces Lookwood's version of kickey krea's
origin is given in nis fabaahe Indiuus." Says nhe, “On tne
sonoltw River,about twelve miles weirt of Port Buchunmn, in -
tne aariy gixties, lived an Iriehman nemed John Ward with
Jesusa urtinez, u Lexliocun womun, una ner son - later
known us kickey iree, whom Ward sdopbed."

Luter, in discussing the make~up of one of Gemeral
Crook's onganizai}onp taking the war-path aguinst the rens
sgude Apucues, Lr. lLockwood seys,“al Sieber wus made Culefl
of Scouts, and Sam Dowman wnd iLrchie luc Intosh ( futuer of
Judge Donald wuac 'Intosh now of San Carlos wna ne;etofcr
quotud on the éeurce of lkickey iree's nwme ) sérvedAwith

him &8 ubsistunte and us masters of the pack truins, The
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(# *yusoington, D, ¢, Marah 17, 1890 ¢fficial transcript
of Conference neld iwerch 25 - 27, 1886, at Cefion de 108
Smbudos, 20 miles sse San Bernardino Springs, iexico,
between General GCrook and hostile Chiricahua Chiefs.")
(The &bove should be sdded to the reference on .age 16
murked with asterisk,)
O
illuatarpedmickey Free ( udopted son of the Irishmaen,
John Vard ) was attuohed to the organization &s inter=
preter with the rank of first seigeunt ¢ A éhapter might
well be devoted to extended charscterizutions of thepa
four remarkable men, eacin of whom bore a pignificunt
part in apache affairs during the B.eventies and m
elguties,”

Dur ing 5uly of 1886, wickey Free was sent with
& delegution of Apuciies to Washington as an interpreter.

%ith him us ihterpratera went &lso Sam Bowwan end Conceps=
cion. Chatto wes in charge of the group of Indiuns under
Captéin J« iie Dorst, The object of the trip was to see
wikt the gQVarnmént would do for he Chiricaunuas if they
moved peuceably from their homes and ranches on Turkey
Creei on itae reservation to wllegedly larger and more
productive noldings elsewhere to be provided, Hated and
feared by the srizonana and disliked &y the White Liountain
und other aspuches, tie Chiricehuas had been trying to
live s Cenersl Crook had persuaded them to live. They

were doing very well, too, it seems, but they huad never



harm woile at the Sierra Hlenca (Wnite iountwin Xeservets
ion ). I don't know whuat barm I did to those three men,
Chatto, kickey Free und Lt, Davis, I wus living beaaaab}y
und satisfied when peoéle bagan to spesk bad of me,"

( Treatment of Apache Indiens, Wwushington, 1890. 4 letter
from toe Segretary of war in raspéct 1o Senute Hesolution -
of Jen, 26; 1896, reportis relative to tresiment of certuig
Apacie Indiens,) ¥ See puge 17.

This may huve been & cuse of the pot oculling tae
kﬁétle blacks. It was well known then as it is now that the
tfutn was not in Geronimo. ife was an inveterate liar and
~this may heve been Just wn attempt to fog the issue. Chatio
was & good Indiun scout, once & membpr of Geronimo's own
bend, wiho served the Army well for & long t;ma. Lt. Duvis
was the Britton Duvis heretofor guotea on:&iqkey rree,

Dr..Frank Ce Lockwood's version of hickey kree's
origin is given in nis ﬁﬁﬁuahe Indiuns." Says hey “On the
Honoltw River,sbout twelve miles weet of FPort Buchunmen, in -
tne early sixties, lived an Iristimen nemed Joun Werd with
Jesusu nurtines, & lexiown womun, &nu ner son - later
known uB miokey rree, whom Yurd adoptéda"

imter, in discussing the make~up of one of Gemeral
Crook's organiz&t;ona taeking the war-path against the rene
agada Apuciues, Lr« Lockwood Beys,"aAl Sieber wus mude Cuief
of Scouts, und Sam Dowman wnd iArchie kuc Intosh ( fatuer of
Judge vonald wac ‘Intosh now of San Carlos and hegetofor
quotedw on the éource of julckey ireu's nwue ) sérVedAwith

him w8 ussistunte and us masters of the puck truinsy The



been dismounted nor disarmed by tne Army. :lowever, the
Army keptla‘cldaa guard on tne four hundred fifty~odd
Chiricahuas and held them virtually under tne status.
of prisonere of war., Ceneral Lkiles, who succgesded
General Crook, was anxious to be g rid of them, and he,
4Prssident Cleveland, Interior Secrelary Lumur, War Sec- V
retary sndicott and General Sheridan nad about deocided
to send them all to Fort lisrion, ¥lorida. The delsgation
sent to Washington wae hurdly more ithan & smoke BCraen -
80 much hog-wash, Nothing at all was accomplished by tne
delegution, but Chetto was given certain decorations
and honors w#hici made him feel & bit more comfortable
end lesp conacerned asbout what was to hapyenftoshisgggppig!
. In the acan;ima, there wus much to-do beiwaal
ééneralﬁﬁilas and Washington. A8 & result, the entire

delegation was imprisoned at iort Leavenwortn on thair

return trip and then sent elong to iort Larion, wners

they Jjoined the other Chiricahuas already sent there
by force. Tuis was sbout ths low point in U, S$. = iIndiun
relutions, Tnere were in this group & number of Indiens

«io had served the U, S, faithfuliy for o long time wnd

withoul wnose efforts the renegudes would have been
overcgome pnly with greuat difficuliy, Chaito Was certainly
one of these, Tuere were also 1Loco, ruy ya~ten;na, ideaetn
&and uartinez, Sam Bowmeny w half;breed, Noche, Huyitak,
hartine, Toklunni, and there was also illckey ¥ree. uickey
wes nol even an I[nuian, e wus &n Indian caplive who uad

alignea hiwself with our troops spsinet the reneguades




and huad served faithfully.

Wy were tunese imprisoned with the renegmdesy
No distinction was made vetwecn good or bad Indians,
Those wiho hud Gooperated with tne Arwy and other govern~
ment agencies and thru whose efforts mwuinly tae renegade
Apaéhas had been OVaroéme were all imprisoned witn the
outlaws and received the sume ill«treutment from an
ungrateful and perfidious governwent,

Wnul happened to these Indiens in #loridua is
& matier of history. frunspluntcd from their dry nutive
desert to the humida lowlunas of rloriaa, lney sickenea
and died in large numbers. In spite of repecated warningé
frow Ltnose in cnurge, nothing was aone for tuese poor
devils for u mutier of severul years. Taen tney werse
gErudually moveu buck westwura to QOklunoma and some
even reacnea the ; esculero Apuchie lnuiun Resservetion
in Hew .exico.

Dr. Lockwood trumceu tne uvings of mnny.of tne
moere importent of tuese [nulwng wud especisally tnose of

tane Gelegeution of wuich ..ickey Free wus u purt, lothning

is seid, however, of tae fate of tue reu-nguued scout

wngd interpreler, Ceroniwmo wus returned to rFort £iid in

oklanomie and lionized In Vesibiington, the Qhicugo Vordd's

Fair wilu elsewhere wll over the country. .wchiise, or
wescalero

heicue ws the, ieservutllion records mf suaow il, JuB ree-

turnea Lo New sexico, Ctners farcd so-~ wnu~s0, out ol

wickey rree we know only that ue sas returneu 1o ,rizona
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becaUse ¥ in 1904 ne lived in taoe “hite Lountsin part
oi’ toe reservation,” ( Tom Horn ) » and Connell complsined
tonat in 1906 " Vais wendering nulf-breed, anose uveing
causeda tne woeful evenis of a decude, toduy lives lue
life of & wilt ena restiess spuche," ‘

in an efiort to fill in sgowe of the gaps ol
tae story wnd L0 round it out, I wen£ to Bylas wund to
Sun Curlos to see atl could e auug upe. 1 remembered
secing in tue Desert mugaziné for april of tuis yeur
(1950) u reference to John Rope naving beun interviewed
by tne writers of one of tie articles, L0 astes wWere
given ovut it sdemed ' w ralier recent nappening.

At Bylas I tulked #ith the leverend a, Scuuppen=-
nwuer, Lutucr%n';issionary, wno tald me tnel Jonn lope
woose futner ruised .ickey rree und wao, uimself, culled
wickey*brother) nua passed to als “hgpgy hunting grounus”

in oxr woout 1940, However, ue callea over tne ocotililo

-fence 1o & young Inalen ticetron nursing, a nevy dube under

& ramadu, Sidc Cume over and & series of guestions wnd

: magele,
unsw¥ers qevelopea the tact lhuat sle waslthe daugnter
of Curils ,dum Rope, son of Jonn, wnd the grand dalguter
of olu Jouwu ope nimself, suris is still living et oylus.
Gue, aersslfy, knew mothing of L ickey rree und subseguent
tulks witnh Garis eiicited notning nmore thad tusl ne usa
neerd ais fetuer tell of L ickey free meny times duriag
his 1ife,

Lapele snuerson, onrist deugater, cullou uer



pusbs no, Pell, o G V00 66 OUL W Cwdvie L0 Lalk witn
Hell Suck, un cncient gpucne vell over eigily, iu le
selid, #io sedus Lo Ve uetermined to let notaing inter-
fere witu his pescing tne rest of nis u;ys reclihing

in peece in the cool suade of nis rewsada, He, il wus ,
who aelpeu Ir, Crenville Goodwin develop the story of
"The Life of Jolin Rope,® Yeos, he remwnbered hickeylﬁree.
He hed red bwir. And that cecmed to be toet, In spite
pi much puelever w~ith me in Inglish end with Peul in
Apucne, ¥e got nothing more then tust wbout our nero,

i But, yes, #e ald gel sowetiiing more, Ve usked
tne olu men wbout willie sree snd e suiu ne wus dewd. -
"sut," sula ne, " osie Free is up at Bun Jerlos,”" Vell,
now tois sus Bowcthing, Aosie Free wos Willie's deughter
and the pranucaughter of liickey. :

WE hit‘tne road to Cen Carlos wnd in surprisingly
shiort order we were in convepsation witn Rosie, It wus
r ief, hovever, quite brief, Zisiv x#s ¢ -ouxom gal of
twenty-nine surmers, very fricnuly eas Jolly, bul she
knew nothing abouvt ner grenafetier - perioa., Ane tout
Jus &ll tnere was, Yes, she wous Willie Free's deughter
bul sune hnoey nothing & out her gvaﬁdf&ther wnd she awad
notning te Bay sbout ner fuainer, Tals wey Auve veenl w
real leck of knowledge or i1l ney heve been the tradite
lonal reluctunce of the apescue Lo discuss or even 1o
tu;nx of tue deud, in the old aiyu, When &n a.acue died,

Lauatl ¥us uwll ltuere wes, .ils survivors burnea ais clolues,
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nis syuipuent, nis awelling and all toaet he owned. Tney
kislec bis woes ena nis woorses, Taey never viesited uis
afave ond never wguin BQde of nim. He was finisneu,

Roske wus ratier reluctsnt to auve her picture
tunen but sne finally consentiea in spite of the fuct
that, "0y I look terrible.” ‘

Tas followiné morning 1 talkeu witn lr. iymun
’riest, cnieff clierk,of the reservation administrutive
stuff and, while lie knew notaing of wickey Free, ne
said he woula nuve the riles checked to see wual tuere
migut ve tnere, In tue meunpiﬁe, e éutgestad that I
€0 8eu .uc Intosh. I found nac Intosa Lo be Juuge Doneld
Muc Intosa of tne Tribal Council, wnd spent & mosl delight=-
ful worning in his compeny. ile looked &l me rather siarp-
Ly wnen I askceu sbout i ickey rree. I told him why I went-
ed the informution und he Beemed satigfiau. Then ue
spmiled wna lodked out faur veyonu tue ulstwnl worizon,
e hulf olosea his eyes, wnd the swile in them let me
know he wus s.eing wgedin plewswnt scenes in retrospect,
way buCk over Li108e hunly Yeuls,

"Wes, 0f course, I rememver ickey osTrue,’ ne
Buliu 1n ovesutiful Uaglisa tuat woula shame nany of our
people tuaese curelest awysS. apalin ne emiles, ulu aeuin
ne lookeu out buck weross tue yewrs and suid, "iow
you're getiing into uistory, rewl history, obut I cun
see 1t just ws cleurly as o il were yeslerday.s I

saw . ickey rree first, let's see, 11 must uwve Vecn in



1887, uy futuer took me to Fort upaohe'uﬁu i su% wickey
Free then, I was only fifteen yeurs old then wand o'd
nev&r.seen unything quite lixe idckey Free. Tact's why

I remember nin so well I guess. 5@ #u8 & scout wnd inter-
preter for tue Army wia e Waé &ll dressed up in & fine
blue uniform, e naa blg cavaelry boois on, thne kind tuut
cume up Nign in f:ont ubove the knee, you know, T.ey wBre
probubly fine forAbucking brush, but they must have been
awful for faust mwnouvering on foot,

“ﬁe tud & big pistol belt wrouny his waist wna
in it nhe carrisa twe bip urmgoon pistols.. and ne hud
two long, red breids, He presented & fine figure in tue
prime of nic 1life - wne wlso of aig ego. " Scouls, llen,
w#ere slloweu to drew uniforme if tney s0 desirea, bul
not wll of tuoem uid so, If they preferred to go witnout,
tuey were permittea 1o dres the equivelent in money.

‘ molckey wus B 'Dig Bnot' ot t@at time, " cone-
tinuece we Juuge. " You see, when an Inuiun decawe an
interpreter, une wutomuaticully secume o bLig BUOL, wnd
itickey sure wus onc of lhose. nna," waseuw tue Juage,
witn o tﬁiﬂkl; in nis eye, " ne 48 & bit of & ruscul,

too, "

v dn 1887 lickey Free hud tarec wives, one

) - .
of whon qas, b Tonto Jpucne, Yhe Tonlos ¥ere e wWorstl
of tue rerep&de Apucues,” swiu Judge .0 intosingd "luaey
cuuseu Luec mites even more trouble than the gniricCuilube.

Tuis Tonto wife vecwue Lne rolneds ol uls son, Jillle
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Free, vao in turn vecume tne fatner of Rosie. Liickey
was brutui with nis wi?es. Yheneyer wnilags gdian't gust
suit uii ne always took it out on uis wives, e used
to veul them witu a bleucksnske bull whip, Eski%inth,
chiefl of‘the arivaipa Aoncnes, wus wnother wao usea to
veat his wives with & bull waip.,

"Fut they didn't ao it when my faulner wus
sround., he woula stop them sgvery time, He'd use & pistol
on thew if ue uuwd Lo, but he stopped lusm. y father

W Archibuld Luc Intosh and he Wwus & manber of the .

~militery aere - pae old Inulan police. Decuuse my futner

Wes w Chippewa ana my molher an Apucue, L'm consluered

by sowe W e u hull-brecd, Wy futner cuwe Lo tulb country

sita Bis Lamily vuy Dack saen e was o little boy. iis
futner, John sec Intosni, aud been killed vuck in ltae
unipéeﬂa country of gastern Cunada and nic family fled
and cake outl aere, But tdul's wnother story,” swiled tue
JUUELS o

“le next tiwe I sww . ickey Jree sua in 1901,
wlily 004 lue wigaty owd falien, Jlv wawu hc longer tue
swasuouckling Eia BLOT A Dluwe Wnlorm wna bl boots,
He Wed & Griea=-up, went, L1itile oLl wun, « rolner
putaetic fdgure, .woin in 1uii, © sew als Qhen L@ cume
frou Fort apacae tcuviglt my motner wWiui whow e cleulwed
sowe 8urt of olan relotionsihip. Tawl Jes the lust time
L ever 6aw . ickey rree. 4 uon't knos just wnen ne diea,

buUl it must wve been sborlly tiercufier us ae Jus
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gerteinly in & saa sLute toen,”

LUt sickey Free lested guite & bit longer
than tue Juugpe figured. e even out-livea his wives, tne
last of w#hom, Nulenechene (5&na)# i 90), dieu on rFebrusry
26, 1912, Certain corresponaeunce in tune files of Lr. d. .
Holtg, Supt, of tne Fort aAvecne Indiaﬁ Heservetion intimeies
Lhuatl ickey died sometiuwe auring tne year 1914, sutl ue
was s8till listed on the 191D census, at waica tiwe his
age was’noted &8 5L yeurs, Jiis nume does not appewnr on
the l@lﬁ\censua, hovever, It therefor seems likely thut
he departea to his Happy iunting Grounds sometime aur-

in, tine ym lutter purt of 191Y or tue sarly part of 19lo,

Tue record wnich shovs nis aye us fifty-five
yeurs in lﬁlﬁ'mﬁst oeé eliner incorrect or gquite conservatl-
ive, If, &8 his step~-brother, Swntiugo Wurd, stutles, nis
age was twelve yeurs wien he «&s-téken into cuptivity by
the Indiwns 1n 1860, nis e in 1210 wvoule uave to be in
the vicinity of sixty-seven, (n wie olier nund, if Cuarles
Connel, wus corrscl in seying thual e wus bubnsixAyears of

-

age sonen tuken in 1860, ue woula then ve but sixty-one in

191b, Tuerefor, wt tue time of nis vemise in 191b, .. ickey

Frec YOUla Huve awad to ve uetseuﬁ Bixtye-one uﬁa Bixty~sgven,
in wduition to nis son, ".illie lrcee, .ickey

Free wus survivea oy & duughiter, Faﬁnie. Suey 1t secws

marrieu one Jerlar Josay una tnelr three chiluren, I'reaqwu,

Juckson wnd Juuline, wre now warried anu all living ut

the Forti ,ouche Iuuiun seservutions
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Tnus uwoes Fuie clrcumvent the _endeliun Law

off heredity. tiickey Free cemwe into this world upparently
& full-bloovea exican with blue eyes, red neir wid o
fair complexion, in two generutions,nis get oecome Lo
all intents and purposes Ifull~bloousu spucue inuians,
living on an Indien reservetion us wards of tue govern=
mnent, Tne one granadwmugh ter witn woom i telked certalnly
shoved no truce of the fair complexion of ner pranu featucr,
Ghie Wt all apuche, awrk skin wna eyes ana long biwmck ueir,

Hut the lww of ..endel wusn't rewully circum-
vented, The ..pucnes simply i¢bsorveu inis cuplive ws Luey
probebly have aosoroved nundrede and tnousunas of otuers
in the many generutions of e pust, The Chinese, it is
sald, wre unconyuerwovle because tney simply avsord taeir
eonguerors, Tuae apucines absoruea tuaoue lley conguereds

e lived ana died wn sjucue,

kickey sree vecume un apkChe,,:lis sons wnd dauguters
Were DOrn spuCues. e nus now at least four living g
Apacﬂé t.randonilaren afo perinaps meny prowel pranacalldren,

o ends tne story of .iickey rFree, .pucue ilnuian,




