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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, to ®it: ‘ ' ,
Br 11 ieMEMBERED, That on this tenth day of November, Anno Domini,

cighteen hundred and thirty-one, Thomas R. Gray, of the said Distriet, de-
posited in this oflice the title of a book, which is in the words as following :

“The Confissions of Nat Tauner, the leader of-the late insurrcetion in
Southampton, Virginia, as fully and voluntarily made to Themas R. Gray,
in the prison where he was coutined, and acknowledged by him to be such
when read before the Court of Southampton; with the certificate, uuder
sealy of the Cowrt convened at Jerusalem, November 5, 1831, for his thal.—
Also, s authentic aceount of the whole insurreetion, with lists of the whites

“who were mwrdered, ad of the neiroes hrowght betore the Court of Southe
ampton, and there sentenced, &es the vighit whereo! he elaims as proprictor,
in conformity withan Act of Congress, entitled * An act to amegd ll‘l'c 50

veral acts respecting Copy Rights.” v .
i EDMUND J. LEE, CLil: of the Distyict.
L “In testimony that the above is o true copy,
: from the record of the Distriet Court tor |
res -~ the District of ‘Columbia, I, Ldmund J.
[SE"\L‘! *  Lee, the Clerk thereof, have hercunto

set my hand b aflised the seal of my
oflice, this 10th day of November, 1831,

EDMUND J."LEE, C. D. Ce
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TO TIIE PUBLIC.

The late insurrection in Southampton has-greatly excited the publie mind;
and led to a thousand idle, exaggerated and mischicvous reports, It isthe
first instance in our history of an apen vebellion of the slaves, and attended
with such atrocious circumstances of cruclty and destruetion, us could not

iuil to lrave adeep impression, not only upon the minds of the comnnnity

where this ferlful tragedy was wrought, but throughout every portion of our
country, in which this population is to be foumd.  Public curiosity hus been
on the streteh to understiand the orizin aid progress of this dreadful conspie
vacy, and the motives which influences its diabolical actors,  The insurgent
. slaves had all heen destroyed, or apprehended, ticd mnl exeented, (with the
¢ exeeption of the leader,) withont rescaling wiry thing at all satizfactory, ns
= to the motives which governed them, or the weans Iy which they expeeted
ta aceamplish their object.  Every thing connected with, this sad affiur was

7 owraptin mystery, until NAT TURNER, the leader of this ferocious bhund -

< whose une dias resounded throughout oui widely extended empire, was

capturcd.  This “ great Bandit?” was taken by asingle individual, in a eave
near the residence of hi:late owner, on Swulay, the thirticth of October,
~ without attempting to-make the slightest resistanee;; and on the fidlowing

day, safeiy lodged in the jail of the County, Ilis eaptor was Benjamin

hipps, armed with a shot sun-well ehiarged. Navs only weapm was a
small light sword which he inmediately surrendered, and be czed thiat his
life might be spared. * Since his confinenicrzt, by permission of the Jailer, 1
have hnd ready necess to him, and finding that he was willing to make a
full and free confession of the orizin, proziess and consunimation of' the  ine

<“surreetory movenients of the skaves of which he was the eantriver and head
I determined for the gratifieaion of pubilie curiosity to commit his statements
to writing, and - pubfish them, with little or no varintion, from his own
words, ‘L't this is a_faithful record of his confessions, the annexed eerti-
cate af the County Court of Southampton, will attest.  They certainly hear
one stamp of truth and sineerity,  Lle makes no attempt (s .l the other
insurgents who were examined did,) (0 exeulpute himself, but frankly ac-

Jmowhedees his full participation in all the guilt of the transaction; He was -

not only the contriver of the conspiracy, but gave the first blow tpward - s
cxceation,™ . )

It will-thus appear, that whilst every thing upon the surface of society

wore a caluand peaceful aspeet; whilst not ene note of preparation was.
heard to warn the devoted inhiabitants of woe and death, « sloomy fanatic
was revolving in the reeesses of his own daik, bewildered and overwrought
mind,schemes ofindiseriminate massacre to the whites, Schemes too fearfully
exeeuted as fur as his Gendish band proceeded in their desolating mareh, No
sery for imerey pencteated their flinty bosoms.  No acts of remembered kind-
ness made the least impression upon these remorscless murderers,  Men,
women and children, from hoary age to helpless infancy were involved in

‘the same ervel fate.  Never did a band of savages do their work of death

more unsparingly.  Apprehension for their own personal safetr scems to
. have been the only principle of restraing in the whole course of their bloody

proceedings,  And it is not the least remarkable feature in this horrid transe -

action, that a band actuated by sueh hellish purposes, should have resisted
so fecbly, wiren met by the whites in arms, . Desperation alone, one wauld
think, might have led to greater cfforts. Moie than twenty of them attacked
- Dr. Bluut’s house on Tuesday moning, a little hefore day-béeak, defended
by two men and three boys. “They fled precipitately at the first fire; and
thieir futnre plans of mischicf, were entirely disconcerted and broken up.—
Escaping thence, each individual sought his own safety either in conceaul-
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ment, or by returning home, with the hope that his participation :aight es.
capa deteetion, md all'were shot down in the course of a few days, or cape
teved and broughit o trindand punishment, Nut has survived all his fotlowers
and the gallows will speedily elose his ciweer.  1lis own agecount of the.
wonspiracy is submitted o the public, withont commienit. It reads an awful,
aud st is hoped, auseful lesson, as to the operations of n mind like ns, ¢u-
deavoring to greapple with things beyond itsreach,  TTow it first beeame bes
wikilered and eontownded, and finally corrupted and ed to the eoneeption
el perpeteation of the fnost atrocious and ilu.-urlﬂ' diding deeds,  1tis cal-
ealated also to demonstrate the policy of our laws in restraiut of this class of
our population, and o induee all those enteusted with their exceeution, as
weilas our eitizans generally, 1o sce that they are stnetly and rigidly en.
forceds Baeh prartieular eonnmmity should ook to its own safety, whilst the
ceneral gnadians of e fuws, keepawatelhful eye over a1l 1t Nav's state-
neents ean be relied ony te insurrcetionin this connty was entirely loeal, und

© his desizus confided-but 1o afew, and these an his inmediae vicinity, 1t

Wt ot instizated by motives of vevense ov swlden aneer, but the vesults of
loney de bibwvation, ad worettled paepose of minds "Phe ol of glosny
Bonativisan, wevineg wpon nadecinds bhut oo well peepared orsueh impaeessions,
1o wall be Jongg eemendbiered o the st of mae eonntey, and neny aomaothey
wy she preswos hey infant dwling o her hozom, will shudder at-the recollee-
tion of Nat Turaer, and his band of ferocious wmisercants, _

Balicving the following narvative, by resoving doubts and conjectures

o the publie mind, which otherwise must have remained; would give ge-

neral satislnetion, it is respecttully sibmitted to the lml»lic by their obedient
servant, THOMAS R. GRAY.

Jerusdlem, Southampton, Va. Nov. 5th, 1831, I

- We, the undersigned, wmembers of the Cowrt. convened at’ Jerusalem, on
Nauaday, the 5th day of Nov, 1831, for the trinl of Nat, dlivs.Nat Turner,
a negro slave, late the property of Putnam Moore, deceased,-do hereby cer-
tiry, that the confessions of Nat, to Thomas R. Gray, was read to him in
our presence, and that Nat acknowledged the sume to be full frce, and vo-
luntary ; and that furthermore, when ealled upon by the presiding Magistrate
of the Court, to state if he hat any thing o say, why sentence of death
should not be passed “upon him, replicd he had nothing tugther than hie had
connunieated to Mr, Gray,  Given under our hands and seals at Jarusalem,
this dthday of November, 1831, : . . )
JEiliMIATL COBR, (SEar) TITOMAS PR‘ETLO\V, (SeaL.)
JAMES W, PARKER, (Srav.) CARR BOWERS, (SEaL.)
SAMUEL B HINES,  (Skav) ORRIS A. BROWNE, (Sear.)
Slate of Virginia, Sonthampton Counly, to wit: . . . .

I, James Rochelle, Clerk of the County Court of Southampton, in the
State of Virginiy, do herehy eertity, that Jereniinh Cobb, "Thomas Predow,
Jaaes W, Parker, Care Bowers, Samuel B, Hines, and Orris A, Browne,
Enqes. are acting Justices of the Peace, in and for the County aforesaid ; and
wore members of. the Court which convenced at Jerusalem, on Saturday, the

“5ih day of November, 1331, for the trial of Nat, alies Nat Furner, a negro

slave, late the property of Putnam Moore, deceascd, who was tried and con-
vizted, us an insurgent in the latednsurrection in the Connt f of Southamp-
s aforesaid, and that full faith and eredit are due, and ought to be giventa

e acts as Justices of the peage aforesaid,

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my
Q . hand, and caused the scal of the Court
(SEAL] . . aforesaid, to be affixed this 5th day of
November, 1831, - . :
JAMES ROCLIELLE,C. 8, C. C.



CONFESSION.

Agreeable to his cwn appointment, on the evening he
was committed to prison, with permission of the Jailer, I
visited NAT on Tucsday the 1st November, when, with-

_out being questioned at all, he commenced his narrative
in the following words :—

Sir,—You have asked me to give a histo. 7 of the mo-

tives which induced me to undertake the late insurrcction,

as you call it—To do so I must go hack to the days of

my infancy, and even before 1 was born. T was thirty-

one years of age the 2d off October lusty and born the
property of Benj. Turner, of this county.  In my child-
'}mod a circumstance occurred which made an indelible
impression on my mind, and laid the ground work of that
enthusiasm, which has terminated so fatally to many both
white and black, and for which I am about to atone at the
~gallwws.  Itis here necessary to relate this circumstance—

trifling as it may secm, it was_the commencement of that

" belief which has grown with titne, and even now, sir, in
this dungeon, helpless and forsaken as I am, 1 cannot di-
vest mysclf of.  Being at play with other children,-when
three or four years old, I was telling them something, which
nry mother overhearing, said it liad happened before I was

born—I stuck to my story, however, and related some

‘things which went in her opinion to confirm it—others be-
ing called on were greatly astonished, knowing that these
things had happened,.and caused them to say in iy hear-
ing, I surely would be a prophet, as the Lord had shewn
me things that had happened before my birth.  And my
father and mother strengthened me in this my first impres-
sion, saying in my presence, 1 was intended for some great
purpose, which they had always thought (rom eertain marks
on my head and' breast—[a parcel of excrescences which
.1 believe are not at all uncommon, particularly amoug ne-
groes, as I have scen several with the same. In this case

" he _has cither cut them off, or they have nearly disappear- -

ed]—My. grand mother, who was very religious, and to
whom I was much attaclied—my master, who belonged
. l"

.
47 .
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to the church, and other religious persons who visited the
house, and whom I often saw at prayers, noticing the sin-

gularity of my manners, I suppose, and_my uncommon -
intelligence for a child, relmmm ,
be raised, and il T was, T would never be_of a

W—Wﬁ

quisitive and observant g_(i\_e;_w}_hing_dmt_wns assing,’
it 1s casy to suppose that religion was the subject 1o which
Wrecib(l, and although this_subject principal

occupied iny Moughts—ihere was nothing that I saw_or
heard of to which my attention was-net-directed—The
mauner o Which T1eariied (o read and write, not only had
great influcnce on wy 6wii mind, as T acquircd 1L with the
wmost perfect ease; 56 Wueh so, that T have no recollection’
whatever ol Teariiing _the alphiabei—Dbut to the astonish-
ment of the family, one day, when a book was sliewn me -
mﬁ"nﬁ“ﬁrdﬁ"&ﬁﬁmfwg_ww the names of
diferent objects—this was a source of wondei 1o all in the -
neighborhood, particularly the blacks—and this learning
was constantly improved at all opportunities—when I got
large cnouglhi to go to work, while employed, I was reflect- -
ing on many things that would present themselves to my.
imagination, and whenever an. opportunity occurred ‘of
Jooking at a book, when the school children were getting
their lessons, I would find many things that the fertility -
of my own imagination had depictad to me before ; all
my time, not devoted to my master’s service, was spent
cither in prayer, or in making experhinents in casting dif-
ferent things in moulds made of carth, in attempting’ to
make paper, gunpowder, and many other experiments, that
although'l could not perfect, yet.convinced me of its prac-
ticability if 1 had the means.®* } was not addicted to steal-
ing in wy youth, nor have cver been—Yet such was the
confidence of the negroes in the neighborhood, even at
this carly period of my life, in my superior judgment, that
they would often carry me with t:em when they were go- .
ing ouany rovuery, toplan for them. - Growing upamong

CA Ve estivied s o e mancer of) maulacturing those different ar-
ticle s, o was thund well informed. e
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them, “with this conﬁdence in my super:or Judgment, and
when this, in their opinions, was perfected by Divine i inspi-
-ration, from the circumstances already alluded to in my
"infancy, and which belief was ever afierwards zealously in-
culcated by the austerity of my lifc and manuers, which be-
came the subject of remark by white and black.—Ilaving
soon discovered to be great, 1 must appear s0, and there-
fore studmusly avoided mixing in society, and wrapped,

wnyself in mystery, devoting my time to fusting and pruyer, .

By this time, having arrived 1o ma's estate, and hearing
the scriptures commented on at meetings, 1 was struck with
that particular passage which says: ¢ Scek ye the kingdom
~of Heaven and all things shall be added unto you.”  I're-

flected much on this passage, and prayed daily for light on -

this subject—As I was praying one day at my pl«mgh, the
spirit spoke to'me, saying ¢ Seck ye the km;.dom of Hea-
ven and all things shall be added unto you.”  Question—
“what do you mean by the Spirit. ns. The Spirit that
spoke to the prophets in former days—and I waus greatly
astonished, and for two years pmve(l cmnnm.nlly, whenever
my. duty would permit—-and then again I had the snme re-
velation; which fully confirmed me in the i umprcmnu that
T was ordained for some great purpose in the hands of the
Almighty. * Several years roled rouml, in which many,
eveiits occurred to strengthen me'in this my belief. At
this time I reverted in my mind to the.remarks made of me

in my childhood, and the things that had been shewn me— -

" -and as it bad’ bccn said of me in'my childhood by those by
whom [ had been taugit to pray, both white and black,
. “and in whom T had the ereatest conlidence, that I had-too
’ il I was 1 would never be of -
__e. Now finding I had arrived
to man’s estate, and was a slave, and these revélations
- being made knowr: to me, I began to direct my attention
- to this great object, to fulfil the purpose for which, by this
time, I felt assured I was intended.  Kuowing: the influ-

ence I had obtained over the minds of my fellow servants, -

(not by ‘the means of conjuring and such like tricks—for
to them 1 always spoke of such things with comcmpt) but
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by the communion of. the Spirit whase revelations I often
communicated to them, and they believed and said my wis-
dom came from God. I now began to preparc them for

had been made to' me—About this time I was placed under
an overscer, from whom I rana
in the woods thirty days, 1 retu

my escape 1o some mlng_r_‘ﬁ_:v\_t;l__(_)j

bad done before.  Tut the reas

the Spirit appeared to me and st )

ed to the things of this world, and not to the kingdom of
Heaven, and that 1 should return to the service of iny earth-
Iy master—*1or-he who knoweth his Master’s will, and

docth it not, shall be beaten with many stripes, and. thus -

have T chastened: you.”  And the negroes found - fault,
and murmured against me, saying that i they had. my
“sense thev would not serve any master in the world.  And
about this ime Thad a viston—and I saw whitc spirits and
black spirits engaged in-hatile, and the sun was darkened—
the thunder volled in the Ieavens, and blood flowed in
streams—and I heard a voice saying, *“Such is your luck,
such you are called to see, and let it eome rough or smaooth,
you musisurely bareit.” I now withdrew inysell as much
as my situation would permit, from the intercourse of my

fcllow servants, for the avoewed purpose of serving the -

Spirit more fully—and it appeared to e, and reminded
me of the things it had already shown'me, and that it would -
then reveal to me the knowledge of the elements, the re-
volution of the planets, the operation of tides, and changes

of the seasons.  After this revelation in the year 1825,

and the knowledge of the elements being made kunown to
me, 1 sought more than ever to abtaia true holiness be-
fore the great day of judgment should appear, and then I
began to receive the true knowledge of faith.  And from -
the first steps of righteonsness until the last, was 1 made
perfect; and the Holy Ghost was with e, and said *¢ Be-

hold meas I stand in the. Heavens”—and I looked and

my purpose, by telling them Something was about to hap-
pen that would terniinate in fulfilling the great promise that
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~ saw the forms of men in different attitudes—and there were
lights in the sky to which the children of darkness gave

other names than what they really were—for they were

“the lights of the Saviour’s hands, stretched forth from
east to west, cven as they were extended on the cross on

Calvary for the redemption of sinners.  And I wondered
greatly at these miracles, and prayed to he informed of a

_certainty of the meaning thercof—and shortly aficrwards,

while labouring in the ficld, I discovered drops of hlood

~on the corn, as though it were dew from heaven—and T’

communicated it to many, both white and black, in the
neighbourhood—and 1 then found on the leaves in the
woods hicroglyphic characters and numbers, with the forms
of men in different attitudes, portrayed in blood, amd re-

- presenting the figures I had scen before in the heavens.—

Aud now the Holy Ghost bad revealed itself to me, and

-made plain the miracles it had shown me—Lor as the

blood of Christ had been shed on this carth, and had as-
cended to heaven for the salvation of sinners, and was now
returning to carth again in the form of dew-—and as the
leaves on the trees bore the impression of the figures I had

- seen in the heavens, it was plain to.me that the Saviour
~was about to iy down the yoke he had bhorue for the sins
of men, and the great day of judgment was at hand.—

About this time, I told these things to a white man, (Fthel-
deed T. Brautley) on whom it had a wonderful eficct—
and he ccased from his wickedness, and was attacked im-
mediately with a cutancous eruption, and blood oozed from
the pores of his skin, and after praying and fasting nine
days, he was healed, and the Spirit appeared to me again,
and said, as the Saviour had been baptiscil, so should we
be also—and when the white people wounld not let us be

-baptised by the church, we went down into the water to-

gether, in the sight of many who reviled -us, and were

_baptised by the Spirit—After this I rejoiced greatly, and

gave thanks to God.  And on the 12th of May, 1828, 1
heard a loud noise in the heavens, and the Spirit instantly
appeared to me and said the Serpent was loosened, and
Clirist had laid down the yoke he had borne for the sins

“ .
’ .
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of men, and that.I should take it on and fight against the
~Serpent, for the time was fast approaching, when the first
should be last and the last should be first.  Ques. Do you
not find yoursell’ mistaken now? /ns. Was not Christ
crucified?  And by signs in the heavens that it would
make known to me when I should commence the great
work—and until the first sign appeared, 1 should conceal.
it from the knowledge of men—Aund ou the appearance of
the sign, (the cclipse of the sun last Febraary) 1 should
arise and prepare myselly and slay my encmies with their:
own weapons.  And immediately on the sign appearing in
the lw'\\vns, the seal was vemoved {ron ips, and I
cotnmunicated the great work luid out for me to do, to”
four in whom I had the greatest confidence, (Henry, Hark,
Nelson and Sam)—It was intended by us to have begun
the work of death on the 4th of July last—Many were
the plans formed and rejected by us, and it afiected my
mind to such a degree, that 1 fell sick, and the time pass-
cd without our coming to any determination how to ¢com-
mence—3Still forming new schemes and rejecting them,
when the sign appeared ug‘uiu,, which determiued me not
to wait longer.

Since the commencement of 1830, I had been hvmg
with Mv. Joseph 'I'ravis, who was to ‘'me a kind master,
and placed the greatest condidence in me; in fact, I had -
no cause to complain of his treatment to me.  On Satur-
day cvening, the 20th of August, it was agreed between
Henry, Tark and myselfy to prepare a dinner the next
day for the men we expected, and then to concert a plan,:
-as we had not yet determined on any.  Iark on the fol-
lowing morning, brought a pig, and leury brandy, and
being. joined by Sam, Nelson, Will and Jack, they pre-
pared in the woods a dinuer, “hcn, about three o’clock,
1 joined-them,

. Why were you so lnclnvard in joining them.

JI 'The same reason that Irad caused me not to mix
with theém for years before.

T saluted them on coming up, and asked Will how came
he there; he answered, lua life was worth no more than
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sthers, and his Iiber?' as dear to him. I asked him if he -
hought to obtain it? He said he would, or losc his life.
I'his was enough to put him in full confidence. Jack, I
knew, was only a tool in the hands of llark, it was quick-
y agreed we should commence at home (Mr. J. Travis’)
on that night, and until we had armed and equipped our-
sclves, and gathered suflicient force, neither age nor sex
vas to be spared, (which was invariably adhered to.) We
remiained at the feast until about two hours in the night,
shen we went to the house and found Austin ; they all
vent to the cider press and drank, excépt mysell.  On re-
arning to the house, Hark went to the door with an axe,
‘or the purpose of breaking it open, as we kncw we were
strong enough to murder. the family, if they were e awaked
)y the noise; but reflecting tliat it might create an alarm
n the nelghborlmod we dctcrlmnul to enter the house
,ocrclly, and murder them whilst steeping.  Hark got a
ludder and set it against the chimney, on which I ascead-
ed, and hoisting a windew, catered and came down stairs,
unb'xrrcd the door, aud rcmmc(l the guuns from their pla-
ves. It was then observed that L st spill the first blood.
On which armed with a hatchet, and accompanied by Will,
I entered my master’s chamber ; it being dark, T could not
zive a death blow, the hatchet ql.mcul from his head, he
sprang from the bed and called his wife, it was bhis last
word. Will laid him dead, with a blow of his axe, and Mrs.
Travis shared the same l'.ltc, as she lay inbed. T'he mur-
der of this family five in number, was the work of a2 mno-
ment, not one of them awoke; there was a little infant
sleeping ina cradle, that was forgotten, witil we had left
the house and gone some distance, when Henry and- Will
returned and Killed it; we got here, four guns that would
sheot, and several old lmlﬂl\(‘ls, w nh a pound or two of
powder. ~We remained some time at the barn, where we
paraded ; I formed them in a line as soldiers, and af-
ter carrying them throngh all the manwuvres 1 was mas--
ter of, marched them off’ to Mr. Salathul Francis’, about
six hundred yards distant.  Sam and Will weat to the door
and l\uucl\ed. Ms. Francis asked who was there, Sam

»’
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replied it was him, and he had a letter for him, on which
he got up and came to the door; they immediately seized
him, and dragging him out a little from the door, he wus
dispatched by repcated blows on the head ; there was no
other white person in the family. We slnrtcd from. there
for Mrs. Reese's, maintaining the most perfect silence on
our march, where finding the door unlocked, we entered,
and murderved Mrs. Reese in her bed, while s}cepmg hcr
sou awoke, but it was only to sleep thie sleep of dcath, he
had only time to say whois that, and he was no more,
From Mrs. Reese’s we went to Mrs. Turner’s, a mile dis-
tant, which we reached about synrise, on Monday morn-
ing. lenry, Austin, and Sam, went to the- still, where,
finding Mr. I’ecbles, Austin shot him, and the rest of us
went to the house; as we approached, the family disco-
vered us, and shut tluc door. Vain hope!. Will, with one
stroke of his axe; opened it, and we entered and fouad

~Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Newsome in. the middle of a room
almost frightened todeath.  'Will immediately killed Mrs.
Turner, with-one blow of his axe. J took Mrs. Newsome
by the hand, amd with the sword I had when T was appre:

- hended, 1 alrml\ her several blows over the head, but not
being able to Kkill lier, as the sword was dull. Wlll‘turn-
ing around and discovering it, dispatched heralso. A ge-

neral destruction of property and search for money and
amnunition, always succeeded the murders. By this time
my company amounted to fifteen, and nine men Jnounted
who started for Mrs. Whitchead’s, (the other six were. to
go -through a by way to Mr. Bryant’s, and rcjoin us at
Mrs. Whitchead’s s,) as we ‘approached thc house we dis-
covered Mr. Richard Whitchead standing in the cottor
patch, near the lane fence ; we called him aver tito the lane,
and Will, the :executioner, was near- at hand, mtfl his fd-
tal axe, to send him to an umlmcly ghave. As we push-
ed on to.the house, I discovered spnie one run round the
garden, and thinking it was some ‘ol the ‘white family, |
pursued them, but finding it was a scryam girl belonging
to the house, I returncd to commenge .the work of death

“ but they whom I left, had not been~idle; al} the family
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wére:alread y murdered, b;lit Mrs. Whitehead and her daugh;
ter Margaret. As I came round to the door I saw Will
pulling Mrs. Whitehead out of the house, and at the step

he 'nearly scvered her head from her body, with his.

broad axe. Miss Margaret, when I discovered her, had
concealed herself in the corner, formed by the projection
“of the cellar cap from the house ; on my approach she fled,
bnt was soon overtaken, and after repeated blows with a
sword, I killed her by a blow on the head, with a fence
rail. | By this time, the six who had gone by Mr. Bryant’s,
rejoined us, and informed me they had done the work of

death assigned them. We- again divided, part going to
Mr. Richard Porter’s, and from thence to Nathaniel Fran-

‘cis’, the others to Mr, Howell Harris’, and Mr. T. Doyle’s.
On my reaching Mr. Porter’s, he had escaped with his

family. L understood there, that the alarm had already

spread, and I immediately returned to bring up those sent
to Mr. Doyle’s, and Mr. Howell Harris' ; the party I left
‘going on to Mr. Francis', having told them I would join
“themin thgt neighborhood:. 1metthesesentto Mr. Doyle’s
and Mr. Harris’ ‘returning, having met Mr. Doyle on the
road and killed him3j and learning from some:who join-
cd them, that- Mr, Harris was from home, 1 immediately
pursued the contse taken by the party gone on before;
but knowing theéy woalid complete the work of death and
nillage, at "Me: Friacis’ ‘before 1 could "get -there, I went

to Mr. Peter Edwards’, expecting to find them there, but
~they lgzi{l'::’.li‘éé‘_n.;_lngre also. I then went ta Mr. John T.
‘Barrow’s, they had been heve and murdered him. I pur-
sued on- (heir track to Capt..Newit llarris’, where 1 found
the gredterpart mounted, and ready to start; the men now
amounting to about forty, shouted and hurraed as I rode
up, some were in the yard, loading their guns, athers
drinking. They said Captain Harris and his family had
cscaped, the property in the house they destroyed, robbing
“him of money and other valuables. 1 ordered them to mount
and march instantly, this was about nine or ten o’clock,
Monday morning. I procceded to Mr. Levi Waller's, two
or three miles distant. I took my station'in-the rear, and
2 ;
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as it was my object to carry terror and devastation where-
ever we went, I placed fifteen or twenty of the best armed
and most to be relied on, in front, who generally approach-
‘er] the houses as fast as their horses could run; this was:
for two purposcs, to prevent their escape and strike terror
to the inhabitants—on this account I never got to the hou-
ses, after leaving Mrs. Whitchead's until the murders were -
committed, except in one case. I sometimes got in sight
in time to sce the work of death completed, viewed the -
mangled bodies as they lay, in silent satisfaction, and im-
mediately started in quest of other victims—Having mur-
dered Mrs. Waller. and ten children, we started for Mr.
William Williams’—having killed bt and two iitdle boys
that were there; while engaged in this, Mrs. Williams fled -
and got some distance from the house, but she was pur-
sued, overtaken, and compelled to get up behind one of
the company, who brought her back, and after showing
her the mangled body of her lifeless husband, she was'
told to get down and lay by his side, where she was shot
dead. T then started for Mr. Jacob Williams’, where the
family were murdered=—I{ere we found a young man nam-
cd Drury; who had come-on business with Mr. Williams—
he was pursucd, overtaken andshot.  Mrs..Vanghan’s was
the next place we visited—and after murdering the fami-
ly here, I determine arting (o salem—Our num-
ber amounted now to filty or sixty, all mounted and arm-
cd with guus; axes, swords and clubs—Oun reacking Mr.
James W, Parker’s gate, immediately on the road leading
to Jerusalem, and about -three miles distant, it was pro-
poscd to me to call there, but I objected, as 1 knew he
was goue to Jerusalem, and my object was to reach there
as scon as possible; but some of the men having relations
at Mr. Parker’s it was agreed that they might eall and
get his people. 1 remained at the gate on the road, with
seven or cight; the others going across the field to the
house, about hall a mile ofl.  Afier waiting some time for
them, I became impatient, and started to the house for
them, and on our return we were met by a party of white
men, who had pursucd our blood-stained track, and who
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had fired on those at the gate, and dispersed them, which
I knew nothing of| not having been at that time rejoined
by any of them—Immediately on discovering the whites,
I ordered my men to halt and form, as they appeared to
be alarmed—"The white men eighteen in number, ap-
proached us iw about one hundred yards, when one of them
fired, (this was against the positive orders of Captain Alex-
ander P. Peete, who commanded, and who had directed
the men to reserve their fice until within thirty paces.)
And I discovered about half of them retreating, I then or-
“dercd my men to fire and rush on them ; the few remain-
ing stood their ground until we approached within fifty
yards, when they fircd and retreated. We: pursued and
overtook some of them who we thought we left dead ; (they .
were not killed) after pursuing them about two hundred
yards, and rising a little hill, I discovered thcy were met
by another pirty, and had halted, and were re-loading
their guns, (this was a_small party from Jerusalem who
" knew the negroes were in the ficld, and had just ticd their
horses to await their return to tlie road, knowing that Mr.
Parker and family were in Jerusalem, but knew nothing
of the party that had gone in with Captain Peetc; on
hearing the firing they immediately rushed to the spot and-
arrived just in time to arrest the progress of these barba-
rous villains, and save the lives of their friends and fellow
citizens.) Thinking that these who retreated first, and
the party who fired on us at fifty or sixty yards distant,
had all only falien back to mcet others with ammmiition.
As 1 saw them re-loading their guns, and wore coming up
than I saw at first, and several of iy bravest men being
wounded, the others became panick struck and squandered
~over the field ; the white men pursued and fired on us
scveral times.  Hark had his horse shot under him, and T -
-caught another for him as it was running by me ; five
or six of my men were wounded, but nene left on the field ;
finding mysell defeated lieve [ instantly determined to go
through a private way, and cross the Nottoway river at
the Cypress Bridge, three miles below Jerusalem, .and at-
tack that place in the rear, as 1 expected they would look
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for me on the other road, and I had a great desire to get
there to procure arms and ammunition. Alter going a
short distance in this private way, accompanied by abont
twenty men, 1 overtook two or three who told me the oth-
~ers were dispersed in every direction.  After trying in
vain to collect a suflicient force to proceed to Jerusalem,”
1 determined to retnrn, as 1 was sure they would make
back to their old ucighborhood, where they would rejoin
me, make new recruits, and come down again,  On- my
way back, 1 ealled at Mrs. Thowas’s, Mrs. Spencer’s, and
several other places, the white families having fled, we
found no more victims to gratify our thirst for blood, we
stopped-at Majr. Ridley’s quarter for the night, and -be-
ing joined by four of his men, with the recruits made singe
my defeat, we mustered now about forty sirong. After
placing out sentinels, 1 laid down to sleep, but was guick-
ly roused by a great racket ; starting up, I found some
mounted, and others in great confusion 3 one of the sen-
tinels having given the alarm that we were about to bg
attacked, 1 ordered some to ride round and reconnoiter,
“and on their return the others being more alarmed, not
knowing who they were, fled in diflerent ways, so that I
was reduced to about twenty again; with this I deterinin-
ed to attempt to recruit, amd procced on to rally in the
neighborhood, U had left.  Dr. Blunt’s was the nearest’
Touse, which we reached just before day; on riding up the'
yard, Hark fireda gun.  Weespeeted Dr. Bluntand his fa-
mily were at Maj. Ridley’s, as I knew there was a company
“of men there; the gun was fired to ascertain if any of the fa-
" mily were at home; we were immediately fired upon and re-
treated leaving several of my men. -1 do'not know what be-
came of them, as I never saw them afierwards. -Pursning our.
course back, and coming in sight of Captain lHarris’s,
where we had been the day belore, we discovered a party
of white men at the house, on which all deserted me but
two, (Jacob nnd Nat,) we concealed oursclves in tlie woods
until near night, when I sent them in search of Henry,
~ Sam, Nelson and Hark, and directed them to rally. all
they could, at the place we had had our dinner the Sun-
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day before, where they would find me, and I accordingly
returned there as soon as it was dark, and remained until
Wednesday evening, when discovering white. men riding
- around the place as though they were looking for some
~ one, and none of my men joining me, I concluded Jacob
and Nat bad been taken, and compelled to betray me.—
~ On this I gave up all hope for the present ; and on Thurs-
day night, after having supplied mysell with provisions
from Mr. Travis’s, I scratched a hole under a pile of
fence rails in a field, where I concealed yself for six

weeks, . never leaving my hiding place but for a few.mi-

nutes in the dead of night to get water, which was very
“near ; thinking by this time I could venture out, I began
-to go about in the night andreaves drop the houses in the
neighborhood ; pursuing this course for about a fortnight

and gathering little or no intelligence, afraid of speaking -

" to any human being, and returning every morning to my
cave before the dawn of day. I know not how long I
might have led this life, if accident had not betrayed me,
a dog_in‘the neighborliood passing by my hiding place

one night while I was out, was attracted by some meat I

" had in my cave, and crawled in and stole it, and was com-

~ing out just as I returned. ' A few nights after, two ne-

grocs having started to go hunting with the same dog,
and passed that way, the dog came again to the place, and
having just gone out to walk.about, discovered me and
barked, on which thinking myself discovered, I spoke to
them to beg councealment. 'On making myself known,
they fled from me. Knowing then they would betray me,
I immediately left my hiding place, and was pursued ale
most incessauntly untl I was taken a (ortnight afterwards
- hy Mr. Benjamin Phipps, in a little hiole 1 hag dug out
with- my sword, for the purpose of concealinent, under the
top of afallen tree.  On Mr. Phipps discovering the place
of my concealment, he cocked his gun and aimed at me,
I requested him not to shoot, and I would give up, upon
which he demanded my sword. 1 delivered it to him, . and

he brought me to prison. During the time I was pursued,
- I had many hair breadth escapes, which your time will
: . 2t o o -

Fe
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not permit you to rclate. I am here loaded with chains,
and willing to-sufler the fate that awaits me,

I here proceeded to make some inquiries of him, after -
assuring him of the certain death that awaited him, and .
that concealment would only bring destruction on the in-
nocent as well as guilty, of his own color, if .he knew of
_any extensive or concerted plan.  1is answer was, 1 do
“not, When 1 guestioned him as to the insurrection in
Norih Carolina happening about the sawe time, he denicd

any kiowledge of it; and when I looked him in the face
as though 1 would scarch his inmost thoughts, he veplied,
¢ }.see siry, you doubt my word; but cau you not think
the same ideas, and strange npp(- arances about this time
it the hicavens |m«jhl prompt others, as well as myself, to
this: undul‘\l\mg I now had much conversation Mth
and ashed him wany questions, ln\mg., forhborne to do so
previously, except in the eases noted in parenthesis ; but
during his statement, 1 had, unnoticed by bim, taken
a0ies as tosome particular circumstances, and  having
the .ui\.nnngc of’ his statcment before e in writing, on
the evening of the third duy that 1 had been with him, T
bhegan a cross 0\.u|m..mon, and fowmid his statement cor-
voborated by every circumstance coming within my own
knowledge, or the confessions of others. whom had been
citier killed or execnted, 'uul whom he had not seen or
had any knowiedge since 22d of " August last; he express-
cd lnmsoh fully satislied as to the nnpracuc'\lnht_y of his
attempt, U has been said he was ignorant and cowardly, -
and that bis object was to murder and rob for the purpose
of obtaining money to mahe his escape. - It is notorious,
that ke was never known to have a dollar in his life; to
swear an oath, or drink a drop of spirits.  As to his igno-
rance, he certainly never had the advantages of educa-
tion, but he can read and write, (it was taught him by his
parcuts,) and for natural intelligence and quickness of ap-
prehension, is surpassed by few men 1 have ever seen.—
As to his being a ¢oward, his reason as given {or not re-
sisting Mr. Phipps, ahows the decision of his character.
When he saw Mr. Phipps present his gun, he said he



19

‘knew it was impossible ‘for him to escnpe, ns the woods
were full of men; he therefore thonght it was better to
_ surrender, and trust to fortunc for his escape. Heisa
complete fanatic, or plays his part most admirably, On
other subjects he possesses an uncommon share of mtellx-
gence, with a mind capable of attaining any thing; but
warped and perverted by the influence of carly nnprcs-
sions. lle is below the ordunry statnre, . though strong
and active, having the true negro face, every feature of
which is strongly marked. 1 shall not attempt to describe
~ the cflect of' his narrative, as tohl and cummcmcd on by
himself; in the condemued hole of the prison.  “I'he calm,
deliberate composure with which he spuke of his late deeds
and intentions, the expression of his fiend-like face when
excited by enthusiasm, still bearing the stains of the blood
ol helpless innocence about bim ; clothed with rags and
covered with chains; yet d.n'm"* to raise his m'\n'\clod
hands to heaven, \\Illl a spirit soaring above the attribates
cof" man; 1looked on him and my blood curdled in” my
veins.

L-will not shock the feclings of humanity, nor_wound
~afresh the hosoms of the disconsolate suflerers in this un-
paralleled and _inhuman massacre,.by detailingilic deeds
0[ their fiend-like barbarity. There were two or or three
who were in the power of these wretches, had they known
it, and who cscaped in-the most providential manuer,
- There were two whom they thought they had left dead on
the ficld at Mr. Parker’s, but who werc only stunned by
the blows of their guns, as they did vot take time to re-
load when they charged on them. The escape of a little

girl who went to school at Mr. Waller’ s, and where the -

children were collecting for that purpose, excited general
sympathy. As their teacher had not atrived, they were
at play in the yard, and sccing the negroes approach, she
ran. up.on a dut clnmuey, (sucll as are conmnon to log
- houses,) and.remained theré unnoticed during the massa-
~cre of the eleven that were killed at this place. She re-

mained on her hiding place till just before the arrival of

a party, who were in pursuit of the murderers, when she

«

-
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came down and fled to a swamp, where, a mere child ds
she was, with the horrors of the late scene before her, she
lay conce until the next day, when sceing a party go
up to the house, she came up, and on being asked how
she escaped, replied with the utmost simplicity, *The
Liord helped her.””  She was taken up behind a gentleman
of the party, and returned to the arms of her wecping mo-
ther. .~ Miss Whitehead cougealed herself between the bed
und the mat that supported it, while they murdered her
sister in the same room, without discovering her. She
was afterwards carric.l off; and concealed for protection
by a slave of the family, who gave evidence against seve-
ral of themn on their triale Mrs, Nathanicl Francis, while
concealed in n closet heard their blows, nud the shricks of”
the victims of these ruthless savages; they then entered
the closet where she was concealed, and went out without
discovering her. Whilem"hiding place, she heard
two of her women in a quarrel about thie division of her
clothes.  Mr. John T. Baron, discovering them approach-
ing his house, told his wife to make her escape, and
scorning to fly, fell fighting on his own threshold. = After
firing his rifle, he discharged his gun at them, and then
broke it over the villain who first approached him, but he
was overpowered and slain,  His bravery, however, saved -
from the hands of these monsters, his lovely and amiable
wife, who will long lament a husband as deserving of her
love. As directed by him, she attempted to escape through
the garden, when she was caught and held by one of her
servaut girls, but another coming to her rescue, she fled
‘to the woods, and concealed herself.  Few indeed, were
those who escaped their work of death. But fortunate
" for society, the hand of retributive justice has overtaken
them ; and not one that was known to be.concerned has
escaped. - . o '
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The Commonwealth, T _
Vs, Charged with waking insurrec-

- Nat Turner. tion, and plotting to take away the
lives of divers free white persons, &¢. on the 22d of Au-
gust, 1831. _

The court composed of , having met for the trial
of Nat Turner, the prisoner was brought in and arraigned,
and upon his nrralgumcm pleaded Not guilty ; saying to

his counscl,

On the part of the Commonwealth, Tevi Waller was
introdueed, who being sworn, deposed as follows: (agree-
ably to Nat s own Confession.) Col. T'rezvant® was then
introduced, who being sworn, numerited Nat’s Coufus-
sion 1o Ium, us follows: (1lis Confession as given to Mr.
Gray.) ‘'I'he prisoner introduced” no u\-ulvm'o, and the

case was submitted without argument to the court, who
having found him guilty, Jercmiah (mblo, Lisq. .Chairman,

pronounced the sentence of the court, in the following.
‘words: “Nat Turner! Stand up.  Have you any thing

to say why s"ntoncc of death should not he pronounced
agamst your

JIns. 1 have not. 1 have made a full conftssion to
Mr. Gray, and J have nothing more to say.

“Attend then to the sentence of the Court. You have
been arraigned and tried before this court, and convicted
of one of the highest crimes in our criminal code.” You
" havebeen convicted of plotting in cold blood, the indis-
criminate destruction of men, of helpless women, and of
infant children.  The evidence before us leaves not a
shadow of doubt, but that yeur hands were often imhrued

e "
in_the blood of the ‘innocent ; and your own counfession
tells us that they were stamed with the blood of a master;
in"your.own language, ¢ too indulgent.” Could 1'stop
here, your crime would be sufficicutly aggravated. But
the original contriver of a plan, deep and deadly, one that
never can be cflected, you managed so far to put it into
cxccuuou, as to deprive us of ‘many of our most valnable

cmzens, and this was done when they were asleep, and:

* The committing Magistiate,
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defenceless; under circumstances shocking to humanity.
And while upon this part of the subject, T cannot but call
your attention to the poor misguided wretches who have
gone before you. They are not few in number—they
were your bosom associates; and the blood of all cries
aloud, and calls upon you, as the author of their misfor-
tune. Yes! You forced them unprepared, from Time to
Eternity.  Borne down by this load of guilt, your only
Justification is, that you were led away by fanaticism, 1t
~ this be true, from my soul 1 pity you; and while you have -

my sympathies, I am, nevertheless called upon to pass the
seutence of the court.  The tinie between this and your’
exceution, will necessarily be very short; wud your only
hope must be in another world.  T'he judgment of the
court is, that you he taken hence to the jail from whence
you came, thence to the place of exccution, and on Fri-
day next, between the hours of 10 A. M. and 2 P. M. be
bhung by the neck until you are dead! dead! .dead! and
may the Lord have mercy upon your soul.” -

A list of persons murdered in the Insurrection, on the 21st
-and 22d of August, 1831.

~ Joseph Travers and wife and three children, Mrs. Eli-
zabeth Tuener, Hartwell Prebles, Sarah Newsome, Mrs.
P. Reese and son William, Trajan Doyle, Henry Bryant
and wife and child, and wife’s mother, Mrs. Catherine
Whitehead, son Richard and fonr daughters and grand-
child, Salathiel Francis, Nathaniel Francis’ overseer and
two children,.John T. Barrow, George Vaughan, Mrs.
Levi Waller and ten children, William Williams, wife and
two boys, Mrs. Caswell Worrell and child, Mrs. Rebecea
Vaughan, - Ann Eliza Vaughan, and son Arthar, Mrs.
John K. Williams and child, Mrs. Jacob Williams and
three children, and Edwin Drury—amounting to fifty-five.

i
i
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1 List of Negroes brought before the Court of Southamp-

ton, with their owners names, and sentcnee.

Janicl, : : : Richrad Porter, Convieted.

Toses, :+ ¢+ ¢ J.T. Barrow, : Do. e

‘om, : +: Caly Whitchend, Discharged,” © . . .

ack and Andraw,  : Caty Whitchead, Con. and transported, 4

acob, ¢ ¢ ¢ Geo. I Charlton, Dischn’d without trial,

ane, o or 3 T Ditto, Con, and transported,
ack, $ : :  Everett Bryant, Discharged,

{athan, : : DBenj. Blunt’s cstato, Convicted, .
vathan, Tom, and Davy, : ) : [ed.
(boys,) : : : Nathanicl Francig, - Conviet. and transporte

Javy, : ! ¢ Elizabeth Tumer, - Convicted.

Surtis, ¢ ¢ 1 Thomas Ridley, ' Do,

‘tephen,  : : : Do, | Do.

Ludy and Isham, ~ ¢ Benjamin de.trd\;, Con. and transported,

um, : : ¢ Nathaniel Francis, Convicted,

Lark, CO ¢ Joseph Travis’ esiate, Do,

Moses, (a boy,) T Do, Do. and transp'd.

Xvy, : .t 1 Levi Walter, Convicted. 4

Nelsomy, ¢ ¢ 5 Jacob Williams, - Do,

Nt t ¢ Fadmd Turner's estate, Do, |

Lk, ' : ¢ Wi Reese's estate, Do,

deed, i -1+ Nathaaiel Francis, Do,

Arnold, Ar ust, (fee,) = = "¢ =+ ¢ Disclinrged.

-'\m, : + - J. W, Parker, | © . Acquitted.

“orry and'Archer,  : J. W, Paker, - . Disch’d without trial,

Ty, : : + William Vaughan, = Aequitted,

b, ¢t 3 ‘Temperance Parker, Do,

Yavy, ¢ 1 't Joseph Parker, - Do. ‘
daniel, ¢ : : Solomon D. Parker, Disch'd without triai.

Chomas Haitcheock, (free,) : : e + Sent on forfurther trial,

foe, . ¢ Jolm C, Turner. Convicted,

Lucy, : ¢ : JohnT.DBwrow, - Do,

Mat, : : :  Thomns Ridley,. Acquitted,

Tim, “+ :~ 3 RichardPorter, - Do,

Cxum Artes, (ﬁ‘ce,) s s t ¢+ Scnton for further trial,

Joe, : ¢+ . ¢ Richard I, Brigas. Disch’d without trial,

Bury Newsome, (ﬁ'(;c,) T R : Senton for further trial.
Stephen, : : : JamesBell, - Acquitteds
“a
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Samue! Champion, -Con, and trunsported.
Hannah Williamson, Acquitted,

Solomon D. Parker, Con. and transported,
Nathanicl Simmons, Acquitted. -,

Jim and Isanc,
Preston, :
Frank, s
Jack and Shadrich,

s e ee ¢ e oo ,,

Nélson, @ Benj. Blunt's estate, Do. o
Sam, : . Peter Edwards, Convicted, . %
Arcler, TR Arthur G, Reese, Acquitted,
“Isham Turner, (frec,) T f . : : Sent en for further mal.
Nat Twener, : : Patnam Moorey dee'd,  Convicted, "
o
y
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