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The first slaves that were brought to  the ways of civilized life. “These con-

America were pagans. So far as the rec-
orids show the inhabitunts did not care
if they remained sueh,
truih, there was not, i the seventeenth

centary, much interest on the part of
the whites in North Carelina in reli-
pions mntters,  People who carsd so lit-
tle for wroligion for themselves would
hardly care more for it for their slaves.
More than thiz, there was for a time,
1 well detined notion among the sliave-
aowners that a slave whoe was a church-
woember could not be held in bondage,
Thiz notion grew  out  of a principle
which was common to the legal con-
cept of Europe at the time that ue-
grova began (o be enslaved; viz: that it
was allowable to enslave o man wio
was a4 pagzan, but that it was not allow-
able to enslave a man who was & Chris-
tinn, Now, reasoncd {he eautious mas-
ter, if a slave is such beeause he is not
a Christian, does be not perforee be-
come 4 rreethan when e becomes a-
Christinn? 1o the master thore was
eunotegh of doubt in the question to ine
duce him to put his veto on missionnry
work muong the slaves. The result was
. that the mnissionaries through the Socvie-

ty for the Propagation of the Gospel in:

foreign ports brought the matter to the
atieution of the authorities awd secured
legislative action that promised that
converted sfaves should not be freed by
rezson of their conversion. 'The Londs
Proprietors of Carelina, in view of the
same state of fecling, made o decision
in their Fandmentl Constitutions to the
same effeet. This ought to have set-
tled the matter, but it did not do ru;
for in 1709 Rev, Jas. Adams, one of the
few faithful miszionaries whom the So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospal
sent to Caroling, wrote that the mus-
ters wonld “by no menns permit their
slaves to be baptized, lhaving a false
notion that a Christian slave is by law
free,” A few of the negroes he found
instructed in the principles of religion,
but they were not baptized. Nine years
later the same conditions existed still
in Perquimans, and there iz gond rea-
gon to think that they were common
thronghont that portion of the eolony
which was at that ftime settled. To
this general statement there is an ox-
ception to be made in favor of the
Quakers aud the Baptists. . The former
were pever  pronounced slave-owners,
and cannot have come into close rela-
tions with a large number of slaves; but
it is entirelv probable that they were
careful to instruct in the Christian re-
ligion all the negroes they owned., In
fact, Willinm Edmundson and George
Fox, both of whom caine in the Seven-
teenth century to the Alhemarle section
of North Carclina, -+were notably
careful to instruct the sglaves, inasmuch
that in the Barbadoes they were falsely
accused of stirring up the negroes to in-
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To speak the -

-

surrection, As for the Baptists, I have
been able to find no evidence as eariy
as the Seventeenth century., They were
certainly in the eastern part of the
ecolony by the end of the century. 1t is
well up to the days of the Revolution
that .we bave nny definite information
about their religiows instruction  of
slaves, In 1783 it was asked in the
"Hehuckee Baptist Assvciation what
should be the duty of a master toward
a slave who refused to attend family
worship. The answer was: It is the duty
of every master of a rfamily to give
his slaves liberty to atténd the worthip
of God in his family, and likewise" it
i6 his duty to exhort them to it, and to
~endeavor to convince them of their duty,
nnd then to leave them to their own
choice.” The phraseology of thizs answer
is such that we are led to think that
a very humane position hBad been taken
by the Baptiyts some time before 1783

" Tn the Seventeenth century there was
considerable progress in the attitude of
all the churehes foward the sjaves, It
is the extablished church which bas pie-
-gerved its records best, From the 1e
~ ports 1> the Society for the Propagation
- of the Gospel it is possible to see 1he
_ progress with =ome degree of accurvaey
- But even here there is a break of abom
twenty years, 1. e. from: 1715 to 173D
" In the latter year, we comc upom 2 re-
“port from a- missionary, Mr. Marsden. |
who had been in the Cape [FPear geetion
and whe said that he had baptized abour
- 1.300 men, women and children, he-
- sider same negro slave=” In 1742, in
New Hanover county, where there were
-said to have bheen 1,000 whites and 2,000
blackg, another missionary reports that
“he bad baptized 307 white and 9 hlacks.
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siderations are enongh to jusiify . the
following law, whivh T find on dhe
statute books in fhe revision of 1716,
but which wns mndoeniedly enancted as
curly as the end of the preceding con-
tury: *“Bo it further enncted, That it
any master o owner  of negroex of
slaves, or any other pergon or persons
whitseever in the government, shall poer-
mit or suffer any wegro or negroes to
Eadld on their, or either of their lands,
or uny part theveof, any house undey
protense of 4 mecting house upon ae-
count of worship or upon any pretense
whatever, and shall not suppress or hin-
der thew, he, she, or they so offending
shail for every detfanlt forfeit or pay
Sl one half townrds defrayinge the con-
tingent eharges of the government, thoe
other to him that  shall  sne for the
sae” Iere it is worthy of nete, in
Passing that this law eould be appied
to Keop the Dblaeks from lopsing into
paganism ag well as to keep them from
having churches of their own., In oither
case the Jaw was fortunate.

I'trom what I have said it is evident
that the small beginning that had been
made in reference to the negro's con-
version to Chrivtianity, before the Rev-
clution is too bare of facts to make
the stwly of it cither interesting or prof-
itable, It ig, therefore, with a great
deal of pleasure that we turn to the
stiddy of the sabjeet i the period from
the Revolution till the fall of shuvery.
I T may believe the evidence that hus
come down to me, it was about the
clore of the eighteenth  century  that
Henry Evans arrived in Tavetteville.
ITe found that the neproes in that town,
says Rishop Capers, “were wholly given
to profunity and lewdness, never hear-
ing prenching of any denowmination, and
living emphatieally without hope and
withont God in the world.,” Of condi-
tions in Wihnipgton the Bishop himself
is witness. He says:  “A numerous pop-
ulation of this clazs (the hlacks) in
that town and vicinkty were as ‘destitute
of any publie instruction (or probably,
tstruction of any kind as te spiritual
things), a% if they had not been De-
lieved to be men at all; and their morals
were as dopraved as, with such a Jesti-
tution of the gospel among theni might
have been expected; and vet it secins
10t to have heen considered that suen
a sfate of things mizhr rernisua motives
sufficient to induece pure-winded men to
engage, at great inconvenience and oven
personmd hazared, in the work of reform-
ing them, 8uch a work, on the other
hand, seems to have been regarded uwu-
necessary, if npot unreasenable, Con-
seietice was not believed to be concerned
in it.”

Looked at from another standpoint it

t is not hard te divine why this indiffer-

eunce existed, The Quakens were at that

It went to sunuter resorts, amd to Con-
gress, and to political cohventions, It
pot into novels, und sometimes into his.
tory, and it was usuaily benignly pa-
trinrchal.  But flie formor clusg a9 g
[ clasg eame more elosely into touch with
the slave, aiid in a hundred wiys sof:.
ened the harshhess of an  ipstitutlon
which no one knew how to soften in
law, - :

As the negro got more and more of
the =avage out of him, the old rvestpie-
tion which forbade M to have separate
chirehes sway relaxed semewhat,  Fjpee
of all it grew to be the custonr to )et
the more intelligent of the race become
prenchers, it they  wished i, Thus
there grew up a number of negro pregel-
ers sampe of whom had econgregntions

and buildings of their own, The advan-
tage of this system was that it devol-
aped the negro in the way of velicions
sebf-tlependence, it it was alwnys un-
der the close oversight  of the  wlite

hevon,
relation of the negre  and

from 1800 o 1830,

Politicinny bnd  concduded that shivory
was threntened with extinction by the
stuall amount of intelligence that was
being sifted through the, bars of bLop.
dage. It was aceordingiy deelared g
1880, much to the vegret of the churchos,
that no free person or sleve should teaen
{oslave to rewd or write, the use of fig.
ures excepted, or give to o slave any
hoak or pampblet, “The purpose of this
law was to prevent the slave's reading
abolition documoents, n dabnger  which
wag believed to be imninent, but it algn
cut him off most surely from the rewd-
ing of the Bible, and it forostelled tharc
mwental development which he necded to
comprehend the Christian, lite, Rev, 1)
W. Carvathers, of Alamance, was mueh
shocked that Christinn people:  should
mike such laws,
exclaims, “by your immpious emmctments
doom millions of your fellow-Leings 1o
suell & gross aud perpetusl ignorancee
A year later a severor blow fell, T
Legirtature then forbade any negro, bond
or free, to preach, exhort, or give any
religions tenching in any place of wor-
suip where slaves from move 1han one
famiy were gathercd together, “hose
two laws threw the negro buack on the
whites as a burden of evangelization,
and the churches were foreed to give
np what hopes they might bBave had
(hat at =ome time the Afriean mighe
Lhinve become his own missionary..

Az to the preaching of the donnuant
class to the =laves it always had one
clement of disadvantage: it secmed to
the negro to be given with the purpose
of uphelding slavery, As an illustra-
ilon of this T shall introduce the ovi-
denve of Famsford Lawne. This slive
wils the property of a prominent and
highly esteemed citizen of Raleigh, He
hired his own time and with bis athep
mapufactured smoking tobacco by a

I the Inrgest numbeors,
‘to have comfined their e¢are Inrgely to
Phouscehold sluves, or to fuanily slaves.

preachers, which was as it should have plantations amwd begnn work nmwng the
Never before or since Wity T‘i'l{,',i'hllll"kﬂ,
hig awhite * hesitate o say that the most prominent
neighbor  so auspiciows as in’ the years place ought to be given to (he Metho-
| dists,
All this was destined to be changed, { nent dkat ours was in those early days

b

:
'

“How dare you,” he

process known only to themsolves, Hig
Lusiness grew and at length be bought
s own froedom, Later he added to
Lis business - a wood-yard, 8 grocery
stare, and teams  for  Lauling, e
botght a home and had bargained to
buy his wife and children for $2,500,
when the rigors of the law were applied
snd he was driven {rom the State., He
was 8 preacher in the Baplist chureh,
and he had the counlidence of some of |
the st relisble people of the State,
among others, of (iovernor Morchead,
He is a competent witness for the negro.

titite bending all their efforts toward
cmancipation, They hnad no missionary
epirit for those siaves whom ther did
uet own, or with wliom their own slaves
were hot conneeted by family ties. The
Baptists of the day were of the old time
notiens, It must be remembered that
was before they had  split inte twe
bodies an the question of missions, andg
that they’ were consequently mot, as
Lody, so carnest in seeking out the nepe

lected elasses as they liave become later,

The Episcopalinns liad not recovered
thenselves sinee they had lost the. sup-
port of the Btate. The Presbyterians
were not, in the east, a rural chureh
and so they did not come into elose con-
tact with the slaves. More than all, it
was before the Methodist church had
comie actively into the field. “The black
race lay like an wnexplored forest await-
ing the stardy frontiersmen who in the
name of the reformer of Oxford and of
I'pworth was to bring te it the message

of hope and faith that could alome bring

Here, it will be observed, the proportion
was small, but it gradually grew, till
the time of the Rewnlution, so that I
should say that at the latter date it
would he safe to expect that about one-
rixth of the baptisms reported by an
nctive missionary of the establishment
wonld be slaves, This was, in a sense,
an excessive estimate, for the Episcopa-
lians were the largest slave-hinlters, and
they could be expected to huve ore
slaves baptized than the smaller slave-
holders. On the other hand, it is wor-
thy of note that the other ¢hurches were
at this daxr far in excess of the Epigen-
palinns in numbers and in aetivity. It
is pvobable, therefore, that they made
up in this way as much as they lost in
the other.

Although all the churches in the prov-
ince were more or less interested in the
conversion of the blacks, it was toor-
oughty understood that it shounld be
done by absorbing them into the various
~erganizations of the whites, and not by
leitting them have churches of their
own, I must think that this was a good
thing; for although it was done beeange
the masters were afraid that if the ne-
groes had separate organizations they
would become ecouspirators, it is alge
evident that it was a gond thing to have
these people, new-comers from the jun-
gles of Africa, in close contaet with the
whites., Thus the more eivilized were of
& sure benefit to the uneivilized, and
were able to be to them true mission-
aries im more sen<es than one. Ji was
the carrying out of the divine purpost
whirh I like to think lies bohind the
enclavement of the negro race in Amers-
ca; viz: that through his foreible {ute-
lage to the white men he should be

made to absorb both Christianity and®

| tain novelests are

it under the smiles of dvilization.

In the meantime, I must eall attention
to ene faet that was fundamental in the
relation of slavery in general throughour
t-‘{w South. It was the determination on
e pirt of the slave«owners to preserve
slavery as an iustitution, whatever the
cost, ad at the spine time a willingnoess
to make it as mild as possible within -
the limits of this restrietion. This idea
went through the legal, the socinl, the
idustrial,. and the religions phuares of .
tae subject. @t was the logic of siavery !
in the South. There was no chance foy
amelioration, if amelioration meant that
in the process the slaves were hkely 1o
et eventually, their freedom. Now as
to the relation of this idea to the reli-
cious life of the =slave 1. ghall speak
wiore at lengsth.

Undoubtedly the master was willing
{» have his slave become a Christisn,

—_m

He was even aaxious for ‘him to
do it. He spent momey vith
nore or less boumtifulness for  this -

purpose. 'This was, sometimes, done by |
men who were mnot  Clwistians then-
selves, but who wanted their slaves to |
Le Christians for purposes of discipline.

But oftener it was done out of pure |
henevolence and with a devout purpose |
to accomplish the spiritual welfare of |
the negroes. Persons who have formed |
their opinions of Seuthern socicty: before |
the war from the popular works of cep |
apt to think of the
slave-owner as a fAne-bred gentleman, of -
frm'ﬂlier ingtinets and patriarchal feel-
ings,
truth, "There was in  the South—in
North Carolina it was very strong—a |

preachers to the negroes, he said that ;
| the faverite texts were: “Servants be

i .Hl.}
\
| the gecond was like unto it: to labor as

|

1
[

|

- that mamy of the wmwore independent no-

. were ennbled to bend in meeltness under : the tewm counnil

| a thing always reguired in such cases, 1
Such an estimate is but a halt i hed been baptized and received into fel-

In speaking of the sermons of the white

obedient to your nmsters,” and “He that
Enowoth his master's will and doeth it
pot shall be beaten with many stripes.”
said: “The first commandment

was  te  obey our mmsters, - and

in preaching to the negrees any wiy, il

: put him in prisen, but he preached so

- —_—

Taithtully when they or the overseers
ware not watching as when they were, I
will not «lo thaw,” he adds, “the injustice
to say that coonected with dhis instrie-
tion, there was not soneh that was exeel-
lent.” Now all this teaching was quite’
vatural. The fundamoental facet of the
negro’s life was slavery. To De a good
slave avas to obey and to labor. Not to
obey and not to labor wwe sins for tha
slave, A result of such preaching was

I was mather disposed to believe thiat God
hnd erdginally granted ine tomporal free-
dony, which wicked men had forcibly
Ltaken fromy me—which mow I had been|
conmpelled to purchase ait great cost. .. ...
There was one very: kind-hearted clorey-
man ‘whom I used often to hear. Ho awvas
very popitlar with the colored people
But after he fad prenchiod o semnon 10
us in which ho mrged frony the Bible that
it was the will of homven from all eter-
nity that we should be slaves, and our
nutsters ha our owners, many of us left
himi, considoring, like the doenbting fis-
ciple of old, “This iy a4 hard saying, whn
ean hear it 7

ANl the churches of North Carolina,
go fnras I hwve been able to learn, hnd
sgnue megmro meders, but it was the
Methodist and ‘Baptist charehes that had
Ollier bhodies secm

Rt these woent boldly to the greoat slngoe-

And of the twe, 1 shall not

In fact, so stropg was this mowve-

in many of 1he eastorn coundies known
a9 the "negro chureh,” and o gome fpin-
portant places i1 was faunded as a nezro
¢hmre .,

It wasin the very first Qiys of Metho-
Jisme in our State—that we hegan to do
work among the negroes.  The General
(enforence of 1787 urged the preachers
to lnhor sonike the sinves, to receive iato
full membership  those  that  seeaned
worthy, and “te exercise the whole Meth
odist discipline among them” How well
the work was donte as the years went by
may be scen Trony the Tollowing estimnte

ol members:

Your. Mhite., Qolored.
1a8i. v e 5 oeevass eeves BT - 308
31700, .. e viae... L,DIB 1,740
I wew saws wevasa S31E 110
1800, . ..o vvnh saee.. H3G3 0 2,108
1800, . vre wenuenea.. 383 2304
PRI waas wesais coewy Mg E 24
1819, v ves vh v ey o 14883 HGH
IR0 6 wevs wanvassaas1m1dd 5933
IN30, .. v o ihh vh el 180228 10,181
IR cLas o oLl 2064000 9,302

Here was o rapil propoviionnl gain
of the Macks over the whites., In 1787
thev were not quite 10 per cent ad many.
in 1830 they were 35 per ecnt, as many,

Althetigh there were negro Moethodisis
in. all pants of the State they were nwore
nnmerons in the eéastern eoamiies, for e
repsont that there wore more slaves in
those counties. At Fdenton this is true
as witness the minutes: at Wilmingtorn
it is more emphatically dirge. Hither
ame Willinm Meredith, toward the close
of the last century, IHHe was a Methe
dist preachor, but mwot connectional, He
came fromu the West Indies, He gather-|
od o flock of free megroes, bhuilt a roede
mecting-house, acquired some other prop-
orty which he nised forr purposes of rev-
enue, and inid the fountations of Metho-
dismy i the place., He encountered a'l
sotts of opposition fromy the people of
Wilmington, who «did not believe mach

|

whoe persisted in believing that the Meth-
odists were teachine the slaves to hope
for freedonr. -They jeered at him. they
interrupted iy meetings, they pulled
down his nreeting-house, and finally they

effectively dfrom his prison windows that}
they. were glad to et him go free. INinal-
Iy, the hattle won, the heroie servamt died

- o —

worthy. ‘Directly after the morning ser- | proach. He dicd in 1838 and the Pres-

mon for the whites it was customary to
have a sermon for the slaves. On the !
Sunday  before the death of the old
man, a5 the lafter serviee was being
held, the door of the little shed-room
opened  and  Iivans  fottered forwad.
Leaning on the altar rail he said: T
have come to say my Tast word 1o you.
Tt dis  this: None buot  Christ. Three
times I have had my life in jeopardy
for proaching the gospel to vou., Threw
times I have bhroken the iee on the edge
ol the water and swam steross the Cape
ffoar tn preach the zospel to voun, and if
in my last hour L could trust to that or
anything elve but Christ erucified, for
my salvation, all <houdd be tost and my
ol perish forever,” OfF dlese words
Bizhop Capers justly says that they are
worthy of &t Panl,

The opposition thal the Methodists e
eonntered in Mayettevitle and Wikmdinge-
ton, nnl elvewhore, was due o the more
active abolition tendencies at that time
in the ehinreh in the North, In 1785
Dr., Coke Tiad come to America on a
visit to the ehurch. He began to pregeh
aboltion, and in his wnkoe there appeared
a stronz feeling against =lavery, which
manifested itself i nsemporials and ve-
monreiees  to the Legisiaturex. Be-
fore this 1he slave owuers in the South
had  cueconraged  1the Methodists  to
preach to the sinves. They now beenmoe
alarmed for the guictness of the honds-
men and in the South eenerally Moethed-
ist preowchers wore denied aceess to the
blneks, 1t toosk same time 1o live down
this uniwvorable hinpression, and it wias
only when it was  evident that the
Southern preachers did not approve of
the preaching of abelition that it was
removed, It wns  thus  the fate  of
Moeredih at Wihiningten and Evans at
IFaycttevifle, to cateh the full foree of
thiv sentiment, It was to their herme
{ovtitude thal we owe the facet that the

people  of  that  seefion were at Inst
brouwght to  =ee  that  the  Methodist

chureh was about the work of the Tord.

Sonetinmes a eongrogation ountgrew the
dignity of the hiimbler peesons who fivst
conapesed it, Such was the case in 1bal-
eirdy, Here there was at frst.a large
number of coloved members, and when
the church was beinz built ther contri-
buted their part. They were piven
seuts ik the gallery. At length there was
an opportunity to byy a church which
might be turned  over solely to the
biacks, Fach  race  worked with its
might ta zet  the NeCesSEArYy  maney.
When it was af Iength seenred there was
a two-fclld rejoicing; Ly the negroes, be-
cause they were to have a church of

their owng by the whites, beeause the
regroes wera out of the old chureh. The
nezre chreh now became a mission and
a white preanelier was assigned to it by
the Conferspee. Usually an old preach-
er of a kind disposition and good judg-
ment wiks sent to tham and tradition says
thiat he unever was known to lack for
ginger-cakes, warm. gloves, socks and
such other necessary articles that could
be donuted through the kindness of the
faithful colored. women, ‘

Gf the rolation between the Dagptist
churely and the staves 1 have not time
fo speak with any just amount of full-
roess, Suffice it to say that it was
faithful, earnest and Christian. IProm
the establishment of the Missionary ord
ganization in 1839 it is possible to say
that this chureh went hand in hand with
oy own in the work for the slaves.

|

full of years, and left the work he had
nndertaken to the Methodist eonnection
and with it the property he had accimu-
lated, chiefly from the pemny collections
of his sable parishaners,

But” more interesting, perhaps, is the
atrizele that Methedismi-thad to get a
footltchl in Fayetteville, Late in the
eighteenth century this town, then a con-
sidernble place, and the contre of a larvee
and’ wealthy community, had  but one
chmreh  orgamization, the Preshyterian
and that had no houge of worship. One

day there arrived in the town Heury

- Evafng, a fall-blooded free negro from

Virrinia, who was movang to Charleston,
S, C., where he propozed to follow his
trade of shoe-making, He wag perhaps
free born,  He was a Methodist aod a
licensed' loeal  preacher. When he real-
izedl the religious eondition of his race
in ayetteville, he decided that it was his

- duty to stop and work among them, He

groes, those who in their hearts mm*e'ri workoed at his trade duaring the week and

white man's relizion, On the other band '
there were, no doubt, 4 large number of
slavedtwho were reached by the white
preachers, through whege teaching they '

their bondage and to be content with 2
hopeless Jot. There are many persons:
to whomy Chrvistianity is still but 0 bur
den~bearing affair. Such quietism hins itg
valne. It saves menr from discontent ang
society drom c¢haos. But it i¢ not so
vialuable for posilive parposes. The ddesn)
of social reformy, which is associated
with the standard of Christian Jduty, was
not for the slave. Those very few, who, .
ke Lmnsford Luns, did work themselves
to freedom, were activg on  principles
which were not preached, and could mot
e preached, frony the pulpits.

So impontant woes it seem to me fthat
we ghould be able to see religiont with the
cyes of the slave of the day that I shall

. impose on your patience further by quot-

ing rather extensively from the state-
ments of this same Iameford Lane, TFle
SAFS: ' '

“I was permitted to attend dlrarch, and
this I esteein a great privilege. It avas
thera I received much dnstruction, nvhich
I trust was of great lenefit do me. I
trustanl too that I had expenmemced the
renewing influences of divine grace, I
looked upon myself as w great sinner be-
fore God, and uwpon the doctrine of the
great atonement, tlwough the suffericiz
and death of the Savior, as n source of
continual -joy to my heart, After obtain.
ing from my mistress a written permit,

lowsghip with the Baptist denomingtion.
Thus in religious matters I had been

large class of slave-owners which ap- ! mdulged in the exercise.of my own con-

nroached more nearly te the Idnglish

scicnee; this wos a favorwo: alwa_ s gra t.

farmer type, than to the Enclish gentle | ed fo slaves. There was one hard doe-;

man type. They were usually

made men, of fair intellizence, and ot :

smne  edueation,  They were generally
thrifty and often wenlthy.
jority of them were Christians, mostly
of the Methadist, Baptists and DPresby-
terinn ehurebes, This class of men has
receivedd but little attention from those
who hiave written of Southern society,
ang yet it was the back-hone of that

gelf- | trine which we as slaves were compelled

to listem to, which I found difficult to re-
ceive, We were often told by the minis-

The ma- | ters how mnch we owed to God for bring-

ing us over froms the benighted shores of

sneicty, There was little that was ideal

- accepted slavery, wore,repelled frony the preached om Sundays.

I-rmlﬂ-"frnme buildimir was ercected within

‘Toserve

| 1ut with his hat under his wrm, never al.

Afriea and permitting us to listen to te' lowing himself o he
sound of the gospel. In fxnorance of auy ; honscs, and even confin
special revelaticn that God hia nide to] kind and manmer of dress proper for
master, or to his ancestors, that my an-!slaves in general, except his plain black
cestors should be astolon amd enslaved on : coat in the pnlpit. *The whites are kind
' the soil of America to accomphsh their; and come to hiear me preach,” he would

verstifion was tnore instroetive as to they

The whites be-
cane ‘alarmed amd the Town Coungeil or-
dered him to stop preaching. He then
met his Hoek in the “sand hills,” deso-
late plnces outside of the jurisdiction of
Fearing violence he
miade his  appointments secrets, and
changed the place of meeting from day
to day. He was particular te violate no
Inyw, and to the whites he was eareful to
show the respeet which public sentiment
denanded, Public opimion finally begam
to change, especially when it was noticed
that slaves who had -come under his in-
fluenco were anore docile for it, Somwe
prominent whites, most of whom wwere
women. beeame interested in his eause.
They attended his meetings, and public|
opinion was at length reversed., Then a

the fown limits. A mumber of seats were
T  for-the whites, soime” of whom
were 50 well pleased awith his preaching
that they became regnlar attendants onf
his nvinistry, The preacher’s reputation
spread,  ‘The boards were knocked from
the sides of the house and sheds were
built on elther hand, and to themy tae
awegro worshippers were relegated. At
first the congregation had been uncon-
nected, Dut by this time it had beon
taken into the regular Methodist system,
and noavhite preacher hiad been sent to it
But the hereie founder was mot forgotten,
A room for hime was built in the rear of
the pulpit and there he lived til hig death
in 1810, . )
Of Hemry Evansg, Bishop Caprrs snid:
“[ have known net many preachers who
appeared more conversant  with  the
seriptures than Evans; or svhose con-

things of God, He seemed always deep-
Iy impressed with the vesponsibility of
hig gosition ® 3 # nor would he al-
low any partinlity of friends te induce
hint to vary in the least degree froln the
lines of conduet or the bearing which
he lad preseribed to himself in  this
respeet: never speaking to a white man

sented in their
ing hinself to theJ

alout them. They were humdrum, but ; salvation, I was slow to believe all that suy, ‘hut I belopg to my own sort, and

they were honest, pious and substantial,
and they were numerons, I do not
wean to say that these were the whole
*f the Sonth. The planter class, us
the term is8 ordinarily understood, was
there, and it was the governing class,-
the class that touched the outside world,

' wy preachers engoined om this subject.
' Flow surprising then, this high moral end
_being accomplished, that oo proclama-
- tion of emancipation had before this beem

made! Many of us were as highly civil-
{ lzed 08 some of our masters, aml, as to

piety, in many instances, their supeiors.

‘mmst not spoil them
trol!

Rare self-con-
How often do those who Dboast
zoein] ndvantages of far greater weight
foil to snerifice to this extent their own
frelings for the good of the cause they
represent, |

Henvy Tvans' last speech is note-|

1

.yt

vears, aud in 1800 he' returned to North

True it is, that I find no record of their
lmving suffered persecution, as awong
the Methodists nt Wimrnelon, in that
earlier time; but T am not able to doubt
that before that time they were, so far
ns their owa slaves were concerned, and
in some c¢ases when  ithe nissionary
spirit was strong in regard to the whole
slave  population. as  aetive as  the
MethodiIsts,

The best product of their work among
these people was, no doubt, Ralph TFree-
man. e was originally a slave in An-
son county. Soon afier hig conversion ho

felt an impulse to preach, and early in
the century became a Puptist minister,
being ordained to the office in the regu-
iar manner. He never had, so far as I
can learn; specifie ¢harges, bit he travel-
ed and preached throush -his own and
the wdjoining counties. Says Mr. Pure-
foy: “He beeamwe a good reader and
was 'well versed in the Scripiures. He
was cons dered an able preacher and was
freguently callecd  upon to preach on
funeral oceasions, and was appointed
to preach on Sabbaths at associntions,
and frequently admiinistered the . ordin-
ances of baptism and the Lord’s sup-
per. He was of eommon size, was per-
fectly black, with a smiling countenance,
especially in the pulpit while preaching,
He wuas very humble in his appearance
at all times, and espeeially when con-
dudting religious services, Great per-
soral respecet was also shewn him by
the brethren whom he visited in his
reaching excursions.” Revi.  Joseph
Magee, o white preacher, became much
attached to Ralph. They traveled and
preached together a great deal, and
after the meanter of- the times, it was
arrecd between them that the survivor
should preach the funeral scrmon of the
other. This fask fell to Ralph, Al-
though his friend had moved to the
Sonthavest the enlored preacher was sent
for, He responded and prewched wifh
rreat snecess before o large audienve.
When the Baptists divided on the ques-
tion of missions Ralph, with the natural
conservatism of his race, sided with the
anti-missionary party, and so becanie
enpepular with the othiers. This he re-
grefted; but a greater blow feéll about the
same tinee, wviz,, the law which forbade
negrees to preach., He was  greatly
mortified, but submitted and with that
he passes from our view,

A more promiment negro was John
Chavis, who was a Presbylfferian. He
was well educated. He was born . free
most likely, in Granville county. In his
early life he atiracted the attention of
«o1e influentials white men and was egent
to Princeton eollege, to see if a megro
ould be educated. While there he was
a private pupil of the celebrated Dr,
Witherspoon. He learned readily and|
eft Princeton to preach to the negroes
in Virginia, Hefe he staid about four

Carolina. 1n 1809 he joined the Qrange
Presbytery., I deo not find that he wasi
ever ealled to be a regulasr pastor of a
congregation, although he preached fre-
quently in Geanville amd the adjoining
countics. Oae who knew him said: “1
have heard him read wand explain the
Feripiures to my foather’s faanily repeated
Iy, Hix English was remarkaldy pure,
containing no ‘negroisms;’ his manner
was impressive, his explanations clear
and councise, and his views, as I then
thonght, and still 4hink, entirely ortho-
dox.” He was v good Latin and Grezk
stitdent. He was much disappointed .
when, in 1831, negroes were. forbidden o'

bytery continwed to his widow the pen-
¢ion which it had feormerly allowed o
him. ,

His most importaat work was as an
cducstor. e tought olasddeal  gcehools
e hranville, Wake and Chatham coun-
ties, Asmong his pupils were Willie P,
Mangum, Priestly 1L Mangum, his
brother, Avehibald and Jolm Headerson,
ong of Chiel Judties Hendoreon, Charles
Manly. afterwards Governor; I, James
I.. Waortham, of Oxford. and many other
excollent wen, Mr. J. H. Horner, one
of the moust distinguished edueators the
State has hul, said of him: My father
not only went to sehool  te him, hut
Loarded  in Lis family, * % ¢ The
school was the best at dhat thue to he
fowmud in the e A Panl (4 Cam-
eron, seqe of Juidre Donean Caneron,
sald: *In oy beyxhood  life ac my
father’s heme I ofien saw Jobn Chavis,
o vererable old negro muan reeognized as
1 frecman and as o proacher * % %
of the Prosbyterian chureh, 7 % 2 He
soemed familiar with the propriciics of
sociad ife. yot modest el unassimingg,
Al sober in his himgunge and ephidons.
Ho was polite, yes, cougtiy s but it wos
frome his leart and noy affected, T e
ineber hing s 0 mabh without gnile
Hiz eonversation indicatrd that ho lived
free frome alb «vil er suspicion, secekine
the good opinica of ihe public by the
simplicity of his life and the intepripy
of his eonduect. It he had any vanity
he most saccessfually concealed it % »
* 1 write of him 2s 1 remiember him
amul as he was appreciated by my s
periors, whose  vespect he enjoved.
From another souree. but ons equally as
refliable, T am informed that Chavis wis
receivesd ns an equal seceqally, and a<ked
to the talde by the mast respectable peo-
pie. of the neighborhood, Such a rela-
tion indicates how a really sopoerior man
of the nozro race might be reepived in
the days before cectional and partzan
sivife and a most unwise eonrse ont the
part of the government, planted distrust
and ill-will in the hearts of the races,
the one for the otier,

I cannot close 4his papor without a
meatlion of a moral thit hag been eon-
deantly borne in on me as I have
studied the various phases of the his-
tory of the negro in our Siate, . It is
this: Are we as 1 people Jdoinz all, wo
ovght to do to make the neoro the best
metuber of siciety? We are domg much
and I am n:t blind to it. Kdwoationally
we are giving him generous lelp, Buot
in a general way do we acesnt this issue
of the past and go about the task of
meaking hiny the best that jie ean bLe?
L speak not of e citizenship. No good
could come of my discuszing that here.
I spealk to you more particularly of his
religious life. Do we, 8z a churel,
redldize the revponsibiiity we owe to God,
aud to the Tuture, for this breiher in onr
ways? I do nat attempt 10 auswer the
question. I only venture tosayihat tuoe
Hfe of an Evans, Jived as it wes in
the face of all the obstacles of slavery,
15 evidence of what 1ich returns may he
aad if 1bhe Christian intelligence ot ine
white Southerners were divected in a
wise way fo sapervise amd aid the in-
fericr black nvin in his religionsz progress,
The negreo is a child of rveligion, His
only hiepe for the development of his race
i9 religicn, Withont it he will e at sea.
It ix the enly force that can give him a
centre of life. In the name of Wesler,
who ealled the world his parish, in the
mame of the best interests of our so-
eiety i the naure of the future which
wiil hold us responzible for the progress
of today, in the name of my Master
who leaves me no chelee on acconnt of
gocial cuse, I submit to reu, my bretn-
rem, ‘this, the most vital question of our
life: “What shall we do with this
brother? dn the words—almest the Iast
words—aof Bishop Haygood, 1 declared
to you: *“God takes him: Man must.”
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