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I.>.Tl. IUi /11. t::X/,IHNATIO~~ : 

'i'hin is the uody o£ a whtt<: male appl' actn9 younc;c r t.han the 

ot.~tod aqc o( 74 wiLh a height <.of !l feel 8 inches and a wuiynt of 

174. pounds . 

'l'he r o is gray h.1ir ovor th<J hoad "i th !l.liyht frunl<~l t.hiunin<,! . 

'rhc .irides are b r own a nd the pupi l s <He C•Jun lly dj l nted . 'fhcr..: J.S 

.1 must.Dche prusent. 'l'he natural teeth .~t·e ln e x treme l y CJO()(.l I Cp.lJ.r 

w~ th ext.on~ive dcnt.rt.l work. No ~vla~nco of trauma to the fac e l s 

noted .' Examina tio n c.n the neck c\lVI'a l s no ext-ernal C\'id<Jnco of 

abnormality. The ch ... " t 1s uvt·n·~lly syaunct.t'ic . 'fhc abdon>~' n is c ltyhlly 

I•LO tuuocant . Th,•rc is a right upper qua drant. healing i ucts1.on. The 

•JenJtalia arc t.hosc or 1111 unclrcutllclsod udu l t ona l u with t>ill\tural\y 

du11ccndod t.\lsles. No cv i d.:nco C)[ t.r.1 u1n.:. it~ seen "n tho l cyb . Thc J'Il 

it< a loft t~ubclo.vian , o dgh t sul>cluv lan and a right ju(julac in t i d VOnous 

catheter in place . The r e is u left 4th lntcrco~t~l thoracoto my incis ion 

i n place . There arc two l o ft. thorl\cot o!ll)' t ubo wound a vee sent . There 

is o mid l ap.uotomy J n c ioion. 

ClJtiSIIOT WOUNO: 

'rh~re is a cont;:~ct. ent r a nce yunshot wound o ! t.he l eft. chest. . It. is 

locat e d 2-1/2 i.n t:hcs to tho l oft of the midline a nd .ll i nches be .l(lw th~ .. 
loft shoulder. ~·he wound bas bee n 1nci~;"'d during the CO\Irsc of 

reauuci t a tion. Reapproxi t~~<ltiny the wound reveals it to hnve " s lig ht.ly 

lac-e r ated border a nd t h oro is dark sex>t ma t~l'ial within t.he wound . No 

stippli n9 is identifia b l e . &xomination of t.he underlying pdC~oral 

musc le And the 7th and 6 th r ibs reveal ther e t.o be soot d opositio., v ith i n 

the u;:pths of t .he ,.o u nd. 11s&ociat.ed wi t h the wound is u track which 

proceeds throu~h the :Jk in .10<1 ntu!1<:nl,. tun: over the 7th J.nt.crcou~·>l spoc<: , 
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lhrougb the anterior pericardia! snc , through and through the ri9ht 

vcn tricut, •. r ~o•all prouut.:iny a 2 i r1;;h g:.ping ·..,oun,l which hns been 

sutured closed el<tcnding (rorn t.hc interve nt.ricular sep1.1om lal.erally 

a ml urward , through the diaphraqm., t.ic sur face o! the O<cr i c.ardi:t l vac, 
' 

through the diaphrngm, t.hrough Lhc suprarenal hL, throu9h t.hc loCt. 

psoas musclo jullt below t:ho 12Lh db ancl thence e x iting the body at 

a point 16 inches bolo·., t.ho l eft s houlder, 2-1/2 inches to the left 

of the midline. 'l'ho exit wound ia slightly abrndud, io lacerato~l has 

no soot o .r smoke dcposil.ion about. it and measur es l/2 inch in diameter. 

tlo miosilo o r miosllc frogmen1.s arc recove red. 

Tho heart weighs 3j0 grams . examination of the cOLonty artcrieb 

IOVC.Illl no C i'llC lfi.C areal . The IOOBt Si<Jilificant a thiH03Cler OSLS LS 

in t.he lc ! t circun•flex coronary lH' lCT}' whcco at D point 1 .5 em !tom 

lho origin and tho V<'ssol lherc la 40\ occ l usion uy rel.lt.ivcly Urm 

plaque . The riqht. coronary artery qlvcs dsC' to the polltcrtor 

doscendizu:J . Doth cot·onory ortcdos or iRe from tho oortn in D norm.~l 

faahion. Serial t<uction o! tho myoca r d .lum showc hcmorrhngc asaoc1otcd 

w1.th the gunshot wound and no o~hcr evidence oC acute or prc-oxls~oinq 

dl eease . The aortn and its m:~ jo~ narrecl branches are normal and free 

of significant a thuroocloroois. 

Exa mi nation o( thc · ~nterna l neck structures r eveal& no abnormality. 

'lhe t rachea and bronchi are unobutructcd. The pulm?nary arteri es are 

free of thrombi. 'l'he ri<Jht lung we ighs 300 g r a&ns and Lhc l eft luny weigh 

290 g rams. At t ho time or autopu,Y l. 2 liters of partially clot ted blood 

is found wi thin the riqht chcsL cavity and 600 rnl l.s (ound wilhin the 

left chest c avity. Sorinl section of tho lung r o vP.ala a sc~nt amount 

or anthrncotic pi,.mcnl.(ltlon with no green1.sh mol.cling secondary to 

ciqaretl.c smoking . Thcr'l is no fibrosis or emphysemu ~1oted . ·rhore is 
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no ev•ucnce of in(il~ra~on. No adhesions a r e ~ncounter~d between 

the lw19S and the p l o!ura .L sur !ac e o t the pleura 1 cavity . 

Examinat i o n of ~he g<~stro.!.lllcstinal trctc t r evea ls 60 ml of 

yellow Cluid consis~ent ,..io;h ordnge juice wi thin the sto•Mch. 'l'hc 

small intes t ine 18 devoid o( contents. The colon has a normal 

amount of fecal Jl\Storia l and there is feces wi thin the rect.alvaul t . 

No signi !icant divcrticul i ;n e noted w.1thin t h e colon . No abnorn..al i tica 

o f tho smJ.ll i ntct>une is noted. No ulccr;n .ion or fl!Jrosis o! the 

l.l uodanum or stomach 111 scc11. 1'ho! muco11al surface o! the s t omach J. S 

normill. '1'ha eaophoyus i 5 unron•• r kabte . 

The live r wo.>ighs 1650 grams . Th'lre arc nu~ro•·ou& adhc11ions 

encountered abou t the bed of the gallbladder wi th omentum adherent to 

tho unduraide of the pre vio uu l y ment i o ned incised wo und . 1'ho gB tlbladde r 

is .1bscnt. The common bUo duct. is o f norm.:~l lli<tmc Lc r anll ill not 

obstruc t ed. The liver itself is of normal color and serial aoct i on 

r c vcols no f~brosis, tumor or i n Cla.mmat i on . 

The apleen we i qho 140 grams and is of normal color, consistency 

a.nd sha pe. 

The pancreas shows a sligh t amoun t o f fat infiltr'.oJ.tion and the 

p anc reatic duct i s of normal s i ze througho ut the l eng t.h. No cah:ifica tl.o .. 
or fibroais is noted within the panc ro o a. 

The right kidney weighs 110 and the left 1 30 gran~ . The capsul e 

strips with eaoe from a smooth s urface a lthough there is a l arge cyst . 

With tho except1.on o f this re tention cyut. the kidm:ys are absolutely 

normal . Examination of the urelcrs reveals no ahnor malitiee. The 

renal arter iee are of norr.u:ll s i ze and show no significant atheroscl e r osia 

The bladde r con tains s om<2 1 ml or urine. 'l'he mucosal surface is smooth 

a nd free of tumor . · rostate i s o f normal siu~. 
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The adrenal glands s how no abnormalities or docs the thyroid , 

parathyroid o r pitui t ary. 

The brain is exposed in a standard fashion and no s nb';laleal, 

subdural o r epidural b l eeding t:'l e ncoun tered . The brain i,tse l f 

wei ghs 1380 grams and s hows slight fla t tening of gyri a nd narrowing 

o f aul ci. Serial section fails to re veal the presence of abnorn~lity . 

Blood veaaola are free of Si';lni C.icant a t he rosc le rosis . 

AUTOPSY FINDINGS: 

l. Cont:act 9 un11hot wo und or chea t with ~JO r for a tion pf hoo rt 

RKW:am 
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