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19. This observation based (1) on interviews conducted in Ayacucho
during the campaign season (in February 1995), and (2) on the information
gathered by a delegation of the Latin American Studies Association, who went
to Peru to observe the elections and whose findings were later published by that
organization (see LASA, 1995).

20. For example, Orin Starn notes that the overwhelming vote of “Yes”
(80%) in Uchuraccay, site of a massacre in the early 1980s and located in one
of the rural provinces of the Department of Ayacucho most afflicted by
violence, stemmed from the perception that the Fujimori government had done
more for the victims of the war than either of the two previous governments
(Starn, 1994: 76-84).

21. This description of the early years of FONCODES and the controversy
surrounding the appointment of its directors is drawn from Carol Graham
(1994: 109).

22. The legislative decree forced employers to pay a larger share of the
contributions to FONAVI, while lowering the tax deducted from worker
salaries (DESCO Resumen Semanal, 1993a).

23. According to the government’s Proyecto de Apoyo al Repoblamiento
(PAR or Repopulation Support Project), between 30-35% of the slightly more
than 600,000 Peruvians displaced by the conflict had opted to return to their
departments of origin by October 1995 (Pariona Arana, 1995: 47).

24. Author translation of Fujimori’s interview with CNN following his
victory on 10 April 1994, but it is stubstantially the same as the stump speech
he used to accompany the inauguration of public works throughout Peru
during 1994/95 (see Resumen Semanal, 1995: 1).

25. Julio Carrion (1994) explains this gap in terms of a pragmatic
comparison between “ideal systems” on the one hand and “actual perfor-
mance” on the other. Julio Cotler (1995) demonstrates that the phenomenon
is by no means limited to Peru but is, rather, a continental phenomenon.

26. This does not, however, establish a correlation between social
spending and the vote for Fujimori. First, voters distinguished between the
Constitution and the incumbent in casting their votes. Second, the failure of
opposition candidates to present credible alternatives to the Fujimori program
undoubtedly played into the hands of the president (see Kay, 1995: 20).

27. It should be noted, however, that the congressional majority won by
Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria in the 1995 elections may itself be the result of
presidential manipulation, to the extent that the electoral rules were changed
prior to the 1995 elections to favor the president and his party. Furthermore,
opposition parties have disputed the congressional results because of the
extremely high percentage of the vote that was invalidated due to confusion
generated by (a) the preferential vote system and (b) the failure to implement
a computerized vote-tallying system (see Conaghan, 1995b).
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