FROM KANSAS TO ST. LOUIS OVERLAND.

A Stage Ride throngh Missourle
NO, V.
FROM CALIFOKNIA TO ST. LOUIS

We had now two goed coaches and one good
team—the other, as we wero advised beforenand,
being baulky. Luckily the good team was destived
for the coach containing our original purty, thoagh
part of our baggage had beeu trunsferred to tha
other one to equalize the loads. When the time
arrived for starting, coach No. 2 steod still instead ;
the horses manifesting a disposition to accept any
alternative rather than recommence their travéls;
but after some ten miuutes of coaxing, whispering
and hard swearing on the part of their masters,
they thought better of it sud dashed off in & highly
indignant style.

Fortunately, the road was hetter and we began
to believe in the possibility of getting somewhere.
Qur course lay through a country a good deal
broken, and by no means equal to the Western
part of the State. The improvements scarcily de-
gerved the name, although we saw several inda.
bitable evidences of long settlement., In fact, we
everywhere discovered indications of the curse.
No villages greeted our longing gaze as we rattled
over the road; no thrifty, cheerful homes looked
out upon us from surrounding groves. At one
stopping place, we found a Ruilroad Hotel, a horse
saw-mill and & whisky-shop, to compose the only im-
portant point within fificen miles of Jefferson City,
All'that looked encouraging in the way of progress
was an occasional glimpse of the Pacific Railroa
grade, which is slowly progressing westward, not~
withstanding the unmarketable character of the
Bonds of the Border-Ruffian States.

We changed teams within about ten miles of
Jeffersen, a little while before sunset, and got under
way again without needless loss of time. But the
drivers spoke ominously of the astate of the road,
and gave us nohigh opinion of their own confidenca
in their own gkill. Within half an hour, our coach
brought up suddenly in a mud-hole, whic took iu
the front wheels and the hub, and from which the
vehicle was extrieated only by the old agency of
rails and human sivews. Then we went down hills
and up hills, and through sloughs ; and finally were

overtaken by darkness before we had made five |

miles. o

At about this point, we stopped at the best-look-
ing farm-house we had seen that day, located on &
beautiful knoll, aud bought some apples. I in-
quired of the negro who furnished them the value
of land in that region. Hestated that his master's
farm, composed of several hundred acres of fine
bottom-land, except the kuoll whero the hotte
stood, conld be bought for eight dollars an acre.

Away we went, again, and 1n about half a mile
found ourselves in the worst mud-ruts we had secen
at all. But, luckily, there were two, one for each
set of wheels, so that the coich maintained its
equilibrium, while the forward axletree lay bodily
on the ground. Fortunately, though, in the tim.
ber, our unfailing rails were at hand, and & little
1abor again set the coach free. This was our lasg
real delay ; though most of us walked a good deal,
and picked out the road for the drivers, yet we
made constant progress, and sbout 9 o'clock were
rewarded by a triumphant entry into Jofferson
City, and tolerable quarters at the Virginia Hotel ;
said to be the best in town, and a very ordinary
affair at that.

Here I was surprised to find acquaintances ; Mr.
S. of Lawrence and Mr, K. of Kansas City. The
latter had, in Scptember, made a purehase of real
estate in Kansas City, (giviog the seller a profit
of some $10,000 on an eighteen months' invest-
ment of about a third that sum,) and was now re-

turning to look after his purcaase, whick, in the

meantime, has about doubled in va‘ue ; not a bad
profit in such times, and characteristic of that re-
gion while we have anything like peace,

Jefferson City might be made a fine town. It
is handsomely located on the south side of the
Missouri, and contains some decent buildings, in-
cluding the Capitol, It is beng improved, too, of
late, by the grading and macadamizing of several
of its streets, a process much needed, and due,
probably, to the impulse given by the Pacific Rail-
road, of which it is the present terminus.

There is in Winter butone train a day from Jef-
ferson City to St. Louis, and this leaves at 2
oclock P. M. So we had the forenoon for ob-
servation, though there was but little to repay it.
All were as anxious to get out of town as they
had been to arrive. I must not omit to say that
we found our Vermont pedestrian at Jefferson
City ; he having, as usual, beat the stage! He
was tempted to give the cars a trial!

We tovk the train about?2 o'clock, and reached
§t. Louis about8 o'clock—making six hours going
a hundred and twenty-five miles—about eighteen
miles the hour ! I have ridden two-thirds of this
distance in an hour in an castern stage-coach. Bat
still, Missouri railrouding is so vastly superior to
Missouri stage-coaching, that we were well: pleased
with the change. The Pacific Road is not a good
one, notwithstanding its great cost. It winds a
great deai about among hills, going up and down
steep_grades and over a good many streams—
some quite large. The bridges are, in general,
poorly constructed, and the rails on the curves
badly bent, But the cars are good and the trip
not unpleasant. The fare between St. Louis and
Jefferson is five dollars ; just four cenis a mile—
doukle that of tho New-York Central.

There is &n instance of magnificent speculation
in the history of the construction of this Road.
The entire contract was taken by a St. Louis Com-
pany, who sub-let the sections at a profit of nearly
one hundred per cent. ! Had the funds first provided
for the building of the road been properly ex-
pended, they would have sufficed for its aomple-
tion, and the locomotive might now bear us to the
very border of Kansas,

It was not till my arrival at St. Louls, and at

; that most admirable of hotels—BArNuM's—that I

Egally felt myself again surrounded vy the bless.
| ings of civilization—a good bath—a splendid sup-
| per—a glorious bed—with those little attentions

on the part of mine hosts, Barnum & Fooa, which

} e eTery guedh Kool their Louge iy Reme—all

conspired to put me n tho bost of humor with all
the world. Even Col. Fillibuster Tizus, who
came athwart my sight next morning, in full
feathor; inveigling sundry simpletons into his
Nicaragua not, excited no worse omotions than
pity—a feoling to which he, from all we know of
bis history, must be a stranger.

And now, these hasty notes being concluded, &
few words as to their object. It has been mainly
to give such 88 may contemplate this route to Kun-
sas, an idea of its character, that they may count
the cost beforeband, and-to show the immense
change in public eentiment in Missouri within a
fow months, The latter fact is noticeable to all
who have an opportunity to observa it ;—* he who
runs may read.” That a reaction has taken place
in the public opinion of the State, I regard as cex-
tain. This border-ruffian purire, which hus besn
the parent of s0 much violence and wrong, was
one of those moral epidemics with which com-
munities are sometimes afilicted, and its crisis has
paseed. Resulting from ignorance among the
masses, and that jealousy of freedom which forms
so admirable & material for the incendiurism of
ArcHisox and Jerr. DAvis, time has brought
gomo enlihtenment, and the people of Bissouri
pow see that their unscrupulous frenzy has reacted
on themselves, and that they and their Llinded
leaders are now all fallen together into the ditch.
With these fucts before us, and the certainty that
Dovcras and the dominant poli icians are afraid
to allow Kansas to be made a Slave State, after all
that kas passed, with the great improvement in
Kansas itself since tho accession to power of Gov,
(Grary, it seems to me an almost certainty that
we shzll have no repetition of these armed on-
slaughts of government mobs on the people, and
that all that is now needed to secure the triumph
of freedom is EMIGRATION OF NORTHERN CITIZENS
AND INVESTMENT OF NORTHERN CAPITAL.

The whole distance from St. Louis to Kansas
City by land is 300 miles; 125 to Jefferson City
by railroad, and 175 from there to Kansas by
stage. The railroad fure is $5, aud the stago
fare $15 ; the stage time (when they make it) three
dauys and nights. w.




