
35TH eo,rGBJI!8S. 
1st 8e&sion, 

SENATE. SEx. 
l No. 

MESSAGE 

or THE 

PRE ENT THE ITED ATES 
OOIlIlUJIJOATnlG, 

compliance with the t*es,Dlui:wn 
relation arre8t 

Senate, the OO1Tt~ 
by the naval force8 under 

the of OOTl,lmolfnre 

HAT 28, 1858.-Read, and ordered to lie on the table. Motion to print referred to the 
jCommlttee on p."n,n", 

Jun 2, 1858.-Report in printing considered, and agreed 

To the 8en,ate of the United 8tate8,' 
I transmit herewith, compliance with the resolntion of the Senate 
the 19th May, a communication the of the 

with copies the correspondence, &c, afforded files 
department. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
W ASBINGTON, May 27, 1858. 

NAVY DEPARTHENT, May 26, 1858. 
SIR: To enable the President to answer the resolution of the Senate 

of the 19th of May, requesting him" to communicate to the Senate 
correspondence, instructions, and not communi-

cated to branch Oongress, connected the arrest 
William and associateR by naval under 
command of Commodore Paulding, including all the correspondt:nce 
between him and the Navy Department since the arrest of Walker in 
relation thereto, or in relation to the property or persons seized by 

forces his command, and including, also, copies of 
letters, or instrnctions, if any, addressed to Oommodore 
ing, which have snbsequently withdrawn from him 
Navy Department, and the reasons for such withdrawal," I have the 
honor to transmit herewith copies of the correspondence, &c., called 
for by the resolution, numbered 1 to 23. 

The only communication addressed Oommodore Paulding 





WILLIAJ( W A..LImB, 

him at Key West, and he has returned to Aspinwall, proceed 
immediately to New York, agreeably to instructions in No.4. 

No. 11. February 3.-Department to Commodore Pauldiug, ac-
knowledgiug No.6, and enclosnres. 

No. 12. February.-Commodore Paulding, at New York, to the 
department, detailing his recent movements, acknowledging No. 

and reporting his in obedience to Department's 
of December received, &c. 

February to Commodore 
him from home squadron, 

months' leave. by department.]: 
February 18.-Department to Commodore detach-

ing him from command of home squadron-having been over two 
years in command. 

No. 15. February 20.-Department to Commodore Paulding, acknowl
edging No. 12, and enclosing duplicates and triplicate~ of letters 
to him not yet acknowledged. 

No. 16. February 20.-Commodore Paulding to the department, 
acknowledging Nos. 14, detaching him command of 
squadron; will broad pennant ' returns· 
to the department agreeably to request. 

February Paulding to ; asks. 
what disposition of the stores taken at 
Punta. Arenas; responsibility, personally other-
wise, in breaking up Walker's camp and embarking his arms and 
stores; regrets that no sentiment entertained by the department 
as to his course has reached him; whilst his course seems to have 
met the approval of the country, he is made to feel that he has. 
not secured the approbation of the department; would like an 
interview with the President and the Secretary. 

February Paulding to ttAlnA.T'1:m 

edging No. 15, of letter of ,UC\;CUJIJC.l 

and Nos. 3, 4, and 
March 12.-De 
17, about the 
his complaint 

of his course. His 
deemed necessary. 

Commodore reply to· 
of the stores Walker, 

department has AYlnl'A·IUI~!d itll views. 
presence at Washington time not 

No. 20. March 17.-Commodore Paulding to the department, enclos
ing its despatch of December 18, which has just reached him. 
Requests that the envPlope may be J?la.ced on file, as the informa
tion it affords will exonerate him from the serious imputation of' 
having disobeyed by command President. 
Despatch was missent. 

March Paulding to acknowl.· 
edging No. 19, disposition of stores, depart-· 
ment as to his Explanations: Letter department 
enclosing President's message was not received when his letter 
of February 20 (No. 17) wall written. Misapprehended in sup·· 
posing that his prellence would be of importance in Washington .. 
Made 8uggestion on public grounds alone. 























WILLIAM WAI,KBR, 

l!'. 

List 0/ arms, &0., belonging to. Walker'8 party, received/rom tM United 
States 8teamer8 Swquehanna and Fulton. 

UNnED STATES STEAM: FRIGATE WABASH, 
West, FImida, 1858. 

1 b&yonet; 4 scabbards; 1 
gun; 1 b&le 46 pieces 

153.] 

: My letter No. 
of my arrival 

No. '1. 

Navy. 

depart-

prisoners taken Juan river by Captain Sands, and 
transferred from the Fulton to this ship, have been delivered to the 
custody of the marshal of this district, and are now under examina
tion. Judge Marvine desired me to remain until he had disposed of 
the prisoners. 

If I receive no orders from the department by the" Isabel" from 
Havana, this afternoon, controlling my movements, I sha.ll sail for 

inwall. 
order from the to me, dated 
lished in the York Herald. 

inform the (1""~IlI1r!l:,","n!l: tbat it has not been 
sir, very 1'"onAr,tt"" your obedient servant, 

ultimo, 
that I 

H. PAULDING, 
Flag Officer Oommanding Bome Squadron.. 

Hon. ISAAC TOUCEY:, 
Secretary 01 the Navy, Washington, D. O. 

8. 

DEPARTMBNT, ./B,IUUlnl 

Your despatch 
has been "AP,'nv,~t1 

written at 15th 

respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC TOUCEY. 

Flag Officer H. PAULDING, 
Oommanding Home Squadron, New York. 







ARREST WlLLLUI WALKER, 17 

No, 15, 

NAVY DBPARTMEN1', February 20, 1858. 
Sm: Your despatch, No. 154, reporting the arrival of the Wabash 

at New York, from been received. 
DCIUl!t:U herewith and triplicates 

to you by which have 

Very respectfully, obedient servant, 

Commodore H. PAULDING, 
Late Flag Officer oJ the H(J'I1/,e Squadron, New York. 

No. 16. 

FLAG SHIP " 
New York, If"pl',.,,.,,,,,..,, 

: I have the honor 
communication detaching 

acknowledge the receipt 
the command of 

the officers from tbe 

1858. 
of your 
squad-

The presence of the officers is necessary until the discharge of the 
crew, which will take place as soon as the funds are provided for their 
payment. I shall haul my broad pendant down on Monday, the 22d 
IOstant,by which time my necessary duties will have been disposed of. 

With the communication received to-day from the department there· 
are two orders detaching me from the home both dated on 

instant. One of orders commences, hereby 
aellaCJlled from the home ;" the other Haviug 

over two yellrs in the home squadron. former, . 
Hardin requests and it is herewith enl;10~1eQ. 

the honor to respectfully, your servant, 
H. PAULDING, 

Flag OfficfJl', commanding Home Squadron •. 
Hon. I. TommY, 

Secretary oj the Navy. 

17. 

FLAG Smp " 
New York, /I'I'~,"UJ!I"J 

have informed department of the stores taken 
on boa!d this ship and the Saratoga at Punta. Arenas, furnishing in
ventories, and requested to be instructed 8S to their disposition. Up 
to the present time I have not been made acquainted with the pleasure 
of the depa.rtment on this subject. I know not how far it may be 

lily. nnn R~9. 









AlmEST OJ!' WU·IJAV WU.Jn!&- .21 

from the department written on the same day as the 'date of my letter 
of tle 20th ultimo. -

The 'department will therefore, I trust, pardon my intrusion,es,P8-
ciaUy when it will be apparent that I had no official means of judglDg 
of its views at the time my letter was written. 

The third paragraph of your letter of the 12th instant is as foUows: 
"As to tlie stores, arms, &c;, taken on board the' Waba8h' at 

Punta Arenas, the government of the United States has no claim 
upon them, and of coarse you have no authority to detain them, bat 
mut deliver them to the owner or owners who shall show a sufficient 
title. A similar instruction was given to Captain Dornin, command
ing the Gosport navy yard, ia reference to the stores and arms taken 
on board the 'Saratoga.' " 

As the " stores and arms" taken on board the" Wabash" were 
landed at the navy yard in New York, and are now in the custody of 
the government, I would respectfully snggest whether it may not be 
best snited to the object in view to give the commandant at the New 
York yard an order similar to that whioh was given to Captain Dor
nin, of the Gosport yard, the arms and stores being no longer subject 
to my control except as may be directed by special orders. 

I have misapprehended in supposing my presence of some impor
tance in Wasbington, and beg the department will be a88urr~ that I 
made the suggestion on no other than public grounds. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. IsAAC ToucHY, 

H. PAULDING, Oaptain, 
Late Flag Officer ctYm' 9 HfYme Squadron. 

Secretary of the Navy, Wa8hington, D. O. 

No. 22. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 27, 1858. 
SIR: Your communication of the 19th instant has been received. 
The commandant of the navy yard at New York has been instracted 

that he has no a.uthority to detain the articles surrendered by Walker 
and his party at Punta Arenas and brought to the United States in 
the Wabash, and wilJ therefore deliver them to the owner or owners 
who shall present a sufficient title to them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC TOUCEY. 

Commodore H. PAULDING, _ 
U. S. Navy, Buntingtoo, L. L, N. Y. 

No. 23. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 1, 1858. 
Sm : Your letter of the 17th ultimo, enclosing one dated 18th 0 

December last, addressed to you by the department, and which had 
jus,t reached you, was duly received. 



WIU·IAV WALKElt. 

The communication of the department was mailed in Washington 
on the 18th day of December, and the postage on it prepaid, &8 re
quired by postal regulations, to go in the steamer of the 20th of that 
month. It was addressed to you at San Juan del Norte, and to the 
care of the United States consul at Aspinwall, that it might pass 
through his hands and be delivered to you at Aspinwall, if you were 

or transmitted San Juan. The steamer reached As-
on the night of December, not the de-

been missent, have reached you you left, 
was on the 5th 

Agreeably to your ,."n,nA"1o 

envelope which 
ment. 

I am, respectfui1y, your obedient servant, 

Commodore H. PAULDING, 
U. S. Navy, Huntington, L. 1., N. Y. 

I. TOUCEY. 


