
Torch 
drive 
launched 

By RICK AllltAMS 
MIMI N .... l..nw 

A aroup of Cuban-Ameri· 
can Jaycees meet today 
with Miami City Manager 
Paul Andrews to dlscuu a 
Latin fund-raising drive to 
rebuild the John F. Kenne· 
dy Torch of Friendship. 

William Frlexu, presi
dent of the Jaycees chapter, 
nld the meetin& Is to "cc.
ordlnate a whole etrort of 
the Latin community so 
that the taxpayers won't 
llave to loot the bill . 

" We don't know how 
muctl it's going to cost,'' 
1 a i d Friexas, "but the 
Latin-American builders 
and the Latin community 
want to raise the money 
and supply the manpower." 

The torch, erected In 
198.4, was 1mashed Friday 
when three men allegedly 
backed a rented U·Haul 
truck Into It In protest 
apinst closer U.S. relations 
with Cuba. 

The three are out on 
bond on charges of mali· 
ciOUJ deatruction of private 
property, and aggravated 
IJII.Uit. They are Conrado 
Rogri&uez, 55, of 560 SE 
2nd St, Hialeah; Israel 
Plno, 38, of 134 NW ' loth 
Ave., and Eduardo Macaya. 
24, ol801 NW 47th Ave. 

Assistant M I a m i city 
manapr Andy Crouch said 
a JfOUp of en&Jneers from 
tile city's public works de· 
partment would visit the 
scene at Bayfront Park 
today to estimate the dam· .... 

One city commissioner 
has e1timated the damages 
to be around $15,000· 
$20,000," although Crouch 
said that "seemed a little 
high." 

Meanwhile, Frleu~ 11y1 
the Cuban·Amerlcan Jay· 
cees want to start a fund.. 
with all donations beln& 
sent to "City of Miami, 
Torch of Freedom Fund." 

"l'he men who did this 
were latins - and this was 
not the proper thin& to do 
in a community where we 
have been working all these 
years to reach an under· 
· standin& with the American 
poopJ,," Frlnu 111<1. 

"While I'm personally 
apinst re<:ognlzing Cutro. 
I don't think what these 
men did was the proper 
way to protest. lt would be 
the ume thing if two or· 
three Americans went down 
to the Bay of Pigs statue at 
8th Street and 13th A venue 
and tried to destroy it. It 
doesn't help things any," 
Friexusaid. 


