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By R.A. ZALDIVAR
Herald Stajf Writer w

Calling the Miami Pohce Department s defense of its 111- ‘
starred Operation Tick-Talks cocaine probe “petulant” and *“ar-
rogant,” Mayor Maurice Ferre has asked for a public explana-

tion from Chief Kenneth I. Harms. .
Tick-Talks, a showcase investi- |
gation for the department, foun-.
_ dered two weeks ago when Dade ;
Circuit Judge Gerald Kogan ruled
that a thousand hours of wiretap
recordings on which the case rest-
ed were inadmissible as evidence.
Kogan found that the police and

the State Attorney’s Office ig-!--

nored legal safeguards meant to

limit the use of wiretaps to excep—

tional circumstances. :
Reacting to Kogan s ruhng, the

Miami Police Department issued a | -
~ brief statement defending its ln--‘.T

- vestigation as “a professnonal and |

thorough job”. ..

- Ferre saxd the statement an- ,
gered him. . ; ;
. “Although I am not a lawyer,-'
the long dissertation by Judge
Kogan appears to be a strong in-
dictment against the pohce de-
partment’s - procedures,” Ferre
wrote in a one-page mémo to Clty...
Manager Howard V. Gary. who is
Harms' boss. “

.“The terse statement 1ssued by

handle a case, yes or no? If yes, let
us admit it, and correct the proce-

. again"” :

'and dxscusses 1t w1th the c1ty

the Miami Police Department

. .is, at best, arrogant and self-
serving,” he added. “How can
there .be such a vast discrepancy -
between the opinion of Judge
Kogan and a statement that [po-
lice] did a professional and thor—
ough job?” o

e

;’ mem. spokesmen indicating that the department did a

Contmued Ferre “Dxd we mis-

dures so this will not happen

.. The mayor also asked for fig-
ures on the cost of thc lengthy in-
vestigation.

The Miami Pohce spokesman,
Sgt. Jack Sullivan, .said Monday
that Harms had not read the Ferre

memo. “Until [the chief] sees: it

PIease tum to TICK-TALKS / ZB
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Mlaml Mavor Maurxce Ferfe has asked Cnv Manag-
of Howard Gary to detérmineé whether the pohce de-’
partment *“mishandled” the Operatlon Tlck Talks drug
~investigation. = .-

I-erre also asked Gary to reporl at the Clty Commxs-
"sion’s October meetmg what the investigation “cost the
taxpayers of the city of Miami.” -

-The mayor, in a memo; said he was makmg the re-
quest after reading press comments from police depart-

‘*professional and thorough” ]Ob handhng the drug in-
vestigation.” 77" !
... Ferre said he’ was concerned about the comments,
especxally since. Dade Circuit’ Court Judge Gerald
"Kogan crmcnzed the departments use of wn'etaps in
.the investigation. .
On Sept. 17, Kogan 1hrew out more than fl\OOO
hours of recorded conversations that was the chiéf evi-

‘dence agains 31 'defehdants in .the case that took its

| name from an electronic bug in theé home of suspected |

_Miami drug trafficker Carlos Quesada

Ferre describes
police dcfense

as ‘grrogant’
/?W ZZ.
17
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anager. there will be no com~,

ment Sulllvan said.

Clty Manager Gary was in Wash-
ington on city business Monday and
could not be reached for comment.

If Ferre’s request for an explana-
tion is honored to the letter, Harms
would be called on to give his side.
of the events next month at a meet-
ing of the City Commission. Some
of the chief’s previous commission

ly. .
Comm1ssmners regularly assall
his promotional policies and ques-
tion his proposed expenditures. This
spring, Commissioner Joe Carollo
accused Harms of trying to usurp
the commission’s power and chal-
lenged the chief to get “his butt”
into town and run for office. =~ ' -

Harms later released a memo that

alleged a conspiracy to seek his re-
moval, involving Carolio and Ferre.
Both denied the charge.

Ferre denied his call for a review..

A

appearances have not gone smooth- .

of Tick-Talks is polxtxcally motivat- |

:ed.

“I'm not out to get Harms." Ferre :

said.
Judge Kogan was especially criti--

cal of police and prosecutors on two :
points: that officers “deliberately™"

withheld unfavorable information
on their key informant from the
judge who authorized the wiretaps,
and that officers ignored the law
when they failed to tell the same
judge of a previous wiretap on 8
target of the probe. .

The State Attorney’s Offlce wnll
announce today whether it will ap-
peal Kogan's ruling. But as things
stand now, nine months of investi-’
gative work, 52 arrest warrants, 23
defendants, five pounds of cocaine
and loads of publicity about the
case have come to nought... -

“I am deeply troubled and seri-
ously concerned when after the
criticism of Judge Kogan . . . the po-
lice department can only react with
a petulant and arrogant statement,”
Ferre wrote.



Tick-talks hearing is
longest in Dade court

‘By JOHN KATZENBACH
Herald Staff Writer

Arguments by opposing attor-
neys. Monday in the celebrated
“Tick-Talks narcotics case wrapped
up what has bzcome known as the
longest pretrial hearing in Dade
Circuit Court history.

Judge Gerald Kogan is not ex-
pected to rule for several weeks on
‘whether to prevent more than 1,000
hours of wiretap evidence collected
in a six-month Miami Police De-
partment probe from being present-
ed to a jury. The 26 defendants,
charged with .trafficking in mari-
juana and cocaine andG conspiracy,
face trial Aug. 23. )

The Tick-Talks case, named be-
cause one electronic listening de-
vice was placed in a wall clock, has
row gone through an eight-week
hearing on the manner the wiretaps
were obtained and used. Testimony
in the evidence-suppression hearing
ended the first week in June, Kogan
gave attorneys time to prepare legal
memoranda for Monday’s closing
arguments. ‘

" Defense attorneys: Kirk Munroc,

illiam Cagney and Douglas Wil-
liams said there are more than 30
legal deficiencies in ths stuate's case,
any one of which, they argued,
should compel suppression

“It’s like a Great White Shark_
swimming into a bunch of seals and

- trying to decide which to gobble up

first because they all look so fat and
delicious,” Williams said..

Defense aitorneys contended that
the state’s key informant — ex-spy,
admitted bomber-assassin -and ter-
rorist Ricardo (Monkey) Morales -~
was not a sufficiently credible wit-
ness on which to base the wiretap
request.  They also suggested “that
the police did not exhaust, as wire-
tap laws require, all other ways of
probing the drug ‘organization alleg-
edly headed by onetime federal vrit-
ness Carlos Quesada. .

But assistant stat: attorncys
Kieran Fallon and Joel Rosenblatt
argued that the iniormation provid-
ed by Morales was accurate. “Per-
haps. he’s not the most desirable
person around, out. hiz information
was valid and. justified,” Fallon
said.



Tick-Talks hearing

testimony, ends

K aaan. penaid -z Re 2L

Testimony ended Thursday in the
eight-week effort by defense attor-
neys to suppress 1,000 hours of
wiretap evidence collected in the
Miami Police Department’s Cpera-~
tion Tick-Talks drug-smuggling
probe.

Dade proszcutors completed their-
case in the prefrial suppression
hearing with testimony by a state’
insurance claims adjuster and by
James Regan, executive assistant to
State Attorney Jauet Reno. The two
testified about the procedure uased
to establish bonds for the Miami of-
ficers who acted as special state at-
torney’s investigators during the
.case that. cuiminated last August.
with the arrests of more than 50
persons. ) ‘

Attorneys for the 32 remaining:
defendants claim the bonding proc-
ess was not properly completed. If
so, the evidence collected in the
eight-month investigation may be
inadmissible.

Most of the eight-week hearing:
on a motion to suppress the evi-
dence heard by Dade Circuit Judge
Gerald Kogan has centered on key-
prosecution witness Ricardo (Mon-
key) Morales.

Deiense attorneys claim tie ex-
spy and admitted terrorist, assnssin
and drug dealer is not a credible
witness. Prosecutors say he told the
truth about the narcotics rings he
was associated with — information
that resulted in the wiretaps.



Cop relieved of duty

over drug-dealer link

S-i4-82- ¥,
By JOAN FLEISCHMAN
And JOHN KATZENBACH
Herald Staff Writers

A Miami police detective who
served as a wiretap operator in the
QOperation Tick-Talks probe has
been relieved of duty because of an
alleged link to a suspected narcotics
dealer, a Dade Circuit judge was
told Thursday.

Judge Gerald Kogan, who is pre-
siding over the Tick-Talks case,
said Officer Raul Puig, .36, a long-
time member of the department’s
sensitive Special Investigations Sec-
tion (SIS), was seen “fraternizing”
with Oscar Cantu, 54, a Miami man
incicted in 1978 on federal narcot-
ics charges.

Miami police, who were investi-
gating Cantu at about the same
time, used wiretaps in their probe.
Those tape recordings, stored in a
locked vault at police headquarters,
were discovered this wezk to have
been sabotaged, Kogan disclosed.

Kogan, who is hedring pretrial
motions by defense attorneys to
suppiess 1,000 hours of wiretap ev-
idence collected in the Tick-Talks
case, discussed the matter in court
after being briefed on Puig’s status
by Maj. Paul Oboz, head of SIS.

Cantu also was the subject of a
Miami police investigation i which
wiretaps were used, Judge Kogan
said Maj. Oboz told him. The judge
szid he was told that the Miami po-
lice probe of Cantu was held in
abeyauce until the federzl case
against Cantu was ceuncluded.

Cantu was convicted, ard sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison, Sam
Smargon, the federal prcsecutor,
said. Cantu appealed the conviction,
but last month the U.S. Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed
kis conviction for conspiracy to
possess. with intent to distribute co-

caine and marijuana, and use of a -

telephone in the furtherance of a
conspiracy, Smargon said.

Miami ' police recently recpened
tieir own Cantu investigation. This
week, Kogan said, Oboz and anoth-
er SIS officei retrieved the wiretap
recordings from the vauli where
they nad been-stored since 1979,

Police discoverad the tapes- had
been tampercd with, Kogan said.
The distortions rendered them *“un-
usable in any prosecution,” the

-judge said.

An investigation showed that
sorneone had passed a wagnet over
the tapes, Kogan said. Toe tamper-
ing was doae in the police locker
where they were kept, he said.

The judge did not elaborate fur-
ther. He promised to turn over an
edited transcript of his in-chambers
conversation with Uboz today.

No suspect has yet been linked to
the tape-tampering.

Efforts to reach Puig Thursday
were unsuccessiui.

Puig has been with the police de-
partmeant since Januury 1874, He

.resigned in August 1880 to go into

business with his family — a police
spokesman said he dian’t know
what type of business — but was
rehired in Fevruary 1581 and reas-
signesd to SIS, at an annual salary of
$24,710.

Most of Puig’s careei has been
spent in that uvnit. His work has
broughi him. numerous cornenda-
tions, including one irom a March
1978 diug bust in whick 56 pounds
of cocaine valued st $32 million
was seized, $513,000 was confiscat-
ed and seven narsons were arrested.

Tuig’s personnel iile includes a
Deceinber 1679 letier irom Dade
Siate Attorney Junet Revo to Miami
Police Chiel Kenneth Harms com-
plimenting thé ofiicer's work in ihe
Video-Canary siing opexation.

Puig also was comumendad by
Maj. Oboz fcr his work in the Tick-
Taiks case. He vras a wirsiap upera-
tor, monitoring cunveisaions from
four telephone wiretaps and two
rcom transmitters.



No questions for the state’s star witness.

B Lol 52 " :
MURRY BILL 7 fari Herald Statf

Ricardo (Monkey) Merales, cenier, shicugs as he wiusds up anetirer day in court in wiich kis oniy
words from the stand were: “Chaniz you, your honor.’

Monkey Morales spea

By JOFN KATZENBACH $20-8& ~ (D without the name of Rigardo Morales teing

Herald Stajj Writer .

‘After ¢ight wasks of testiinony shout the
state’s key Operaticn Tick-Talks wituess,
shout his creaikility, reliability, his crimes
and his sworn sllegaticas of bigh-leval po-
lice corrupiica, Ricards (Moukey) Morales
Wednesday {inaily wis put on the witness
stand.

Mo one azked him any guestions.

Neitlier presecutors (who called him to
the stand), ror juilze, ncr defense atiorneys
agked any ¢uestions. After less than 10 min-
ntes, patiently awaiting the Iirst query while
it was. deterinirad thai therc would be n¢
auesiioning, Moreles was excused. As he
walked from the courtrocnl he tirned to the

deiendanis, the oress and a variety of ofher.

speciaiors aud offered za exaggerated shrug.

Tharougihont the eifort by defense aitor-
neys to cuppress the evidence in the Tick-
Talks case, hardiy a2 minutz has passed in
Dede Cirpuit Judge Gerald Kogan's court

spoken. Morales' appearance io testify sbout
his crimes and his corruption alisgaiions hes
heen eageriy - and anxiously — aaticipat-
ed.

Hiorales, 5 onatims CIA open At
ted killer, terrorist bowrder and cesasicas!
ding dealer would be Grought inlc the cotri-
roora uader police escort, Judge IZogan an-
nounced. The courirooin would be scarcied.
All speciators would be fri

Deienss attorney Dowg
hamunered at Moraies” cradil
asked for st!l raere precaud!
honor,” ke said. *T think Mr. Maora!
sheuld be searched.”

¥ogan similed and denied (e rey

Morales, 42, i the informant wh
led Miami poiice’ inio the wireiaps which

‘preduced soie 1,000 heurs of converaaoond

about alieged narcoiics transactio i
sulted in tne arresiz of mooe then 50 persons,
He is tha essential siate’s witness iy the bure

ks no evil

rins

Tick-Talis dase.

For *he past eignt weoks Hogan has been
reaving the eiforis by defease la vyers to
suppress fhe wirstap evideace. They have
claime? thaat Merales was au unreliable in-
‘prmaent ~ and & worse criminal thai any of

he peovle swept ap in the Tick-Talks ar-
resta in Augast 1981,

Dade prosccutors have differzd. They
have ingisted that Morales passed lie-dciec-
wr tests, They have said be tarned on his as-
snciaies in the narcclcs irace beesuse of a
=hift in ihe sruggling enterprise. {rom co-
cuies ond morijuana to hercin, which offeand-
ed his sease of merality.

Consequently, Morzles has been more on
iriel In the suppression hearing than any of
the 32 remaining defendants. A seuse of ex-
nectation accompanied his entrznce into the
couriroon.

e warnily grested defendants Vrank Cas-

Dlogse iurn ta MORALES [ 14D
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“ick-Talks witness ta lks

OI]MW 45,4 iittle words in court

MORALES / Ffom 1D

tro, Jose Marcos and Juan
B. Fernandez — the men whose
freedom he has put in_jeopardy.
They spoke quickly in Spanish and
then shared a loud laugh. There was
no apparent animosity between ac-
“cuser and accused.

Morales’ hair is sow gray, and he
is thickening arouud the niddle. He
wore Calvin Klein jeans and a green
pullover sweater. He smiled broad-
ly at the lawyers, shook hands all
around, greetod detectives, prosecu-
tors and mugged for the camera-
men.

There was nothing to remind

anyone of Morales’ pasi as a free-
lanée bomber for wurring gambling
interests in Miami’s 1937 bloody
“Bookie Wars” or of his training as
‘a CIA agent. He once was a merce-
nary soldier in the Congo and has
worked with the FBI and DEA. For
& time, he was chief of counter espi-
onage for the Venezuelan secret po-
lice.
. In the past weeks it has surfaced
that Morales, in addition to admit-
ting to numerous crimes beyond the
'statute of limitaticas, admitting a
murder he cannot be prosecuted for
(because of the speedy trial rule),
and admitting, complicity in the
1976 bombing of Cubana Airlines
jetliner that killed 73, has also al-
leged widespread tov-level corrup-
tion in the Miami and Metro police
departments. What would he say, in
public¢, on the witness stand?

He readily raised his hand and
swore to tell the truth.

And then the expected didn’t ma-
terialize.

“As far as the state iz con-
cerned,” sajd Assistant State Attor-
ney Rina Cohan, ‘“the matters of
Mr. Morales’ past are not legally
relévant. The state’s position is that
e is credible.

“By calling him to the stind, we
are, in effect, vouching for hie cred-

Judge Gerald Kogan: No
questions.

ibility. We have no questions,” she

said.

She then suggested Judge Kogan
and the defense fire away.

“The court has no questions,”
Kogan said. “So why do we need
Mr. Morales?”

A good question indeed. No one
answered.

‘Well,” the judge continued, “‘the
state has no questions. The court
has no questions. The defense has
no questions. Thereiore, Mr. Mo-
rales is excused.”

Morales uttered the only words
he would speak on the witness
stand: “Thank you, your honor.”

He rose and exited. Court was re-

cessed for the day. In all, less than,

10 minutss devoted to the man vrho
has been, in effect, the subiect of

close to eight weeks of tastimeny in
on# of Dade’s pre-trial hearings.
After the session, Cohan zaid, “It
is our position that we consider the
question of Mr, Morales’ credibility
to be legally irrelevant. We volun-
teered to produce Mr. Morales for
the defense. They've been saying ali
these things about him. Ent they de-
clined to question him. By calling
him, we are ‘vouching for his credi-
bility. That's basic legal theory.
“There’s nothing I can add,” she
said becanse the case is pending.
Defense attoineys Williams, Kirk
Munroe, Benedict Kuehne and Wil-

Jliam Cagney en masse suggested

that prosecutors went through the
“charade’ and “low theater” in “an
effort to avoid embarassment” be-
cause of what Morales would admit
to on the staud.

They said they were legally pre-
cluded fromn.: cross-examiiing Mo-
rales when prosecutors asked nu
questions. The issue of which side
called Morales to the stand is criti-
cal. The side calling him can ask
only neutral guestions — not ag-
gressive efforts to make him con-
tradict himself.

“It clearly indicated a lack of
credibility on the part of the prose-
cutors. If she (Cohan) were pre-
pared to vouch for his credibility,
she would hav'\ asked questions,”
they srid.

The Tick-Tdlks hearing is now
expected to come to a swift conclu-
gion. But a final ruling by Judge
Kogan on the complicated legal is-
sues that swirl around Morales end
the 1,060 hours of wiretaps, is not
expected for weeks.



State agem didn’t believe informant

'l
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By JOHN KATZENBACH ¥ 1 %
Herald Stajf Writer

The Tlorida Department of Law Enforce-
ment’s top agent in South Florida testifed
Monday that before the Miami pelice under-
took the narcotics probe that became known
as Tick-Talks, his office was given a chance to
run the operation — but refused because he
believed informant Ricardo (I{onkey) Morales
was not reliable.

Rolando Bolanos, the FDLV's specml agent
in charge of South Florida nperatious, told
Dade Circuit Judge Gerald Ko:zan that Metro-
Dade police homicide Lt. Raul Diaz appreach-
ed his office in November 198G and suggested
they use Morales as an informant for a wire-
tep investigation of the drug-crmuggling ring
allegedly headsd by Carlos Quesada.

Diaz ai:d Morales have kuown each other
for 10 years. Defense attorneys for the 41 per-
sons arrestad in the Tick-Talks probe say Diaz
actively triad to inferest many South Florida
law enforcement departments in using Mo-
rales as an infermant. -Diaz has dexied the ac-

‘Agents felt Mr. Morales
would not meet the standards
of a credihle, reliable
informant.’

FDLE agent Rolando Bolanos

cusation. )
~ Morales’ credibility is a key issue to the
now eighi-week-long motion to suppress some
1,000 hours of wiretap evidence collected in
the Tick-Talks case. Defense attorneys are
seeking to show that some agencies refused to
deal with him because he was unrelickle. They
conterd that taking him to the Miami Folice
Depariment and the Dade State Attorney’'s Of-
fice v’as a last resort.

Bolanos testified Monday that Diaz pre-
sented the operation to the FDLE as ready to
g0 — not needing the three- to nine-month

process of exhausting cther traditional investi-
gative methods before filing a wirztap applica-
tion with a judge. That “exhaustion” s critical
under the law.

Bolanos, questioned by defense attorney
William Cagney, said he and his squad dis-
cussed proceeding with the probe and with
Morales — but tor many objections were
raised.

He said ihe primary nbjection was that ii
would tie up their limited rssources for
months.

But, he added: “The members of the squad
brought it tc my attention about his hack-
ground. He is a controversial individual to
work with.”

The FDLE squad didn’t believe Morales’
story, Bolancs said. “These zgeniz felt Mr. Mo-
rales would not meet the standards of a credi-
ble, reliable informant,” he said. _

Morales, 42, an ex-spy, admitted terrorist,
bomber and assassin, has previouslv worked
with the FBI, DEA, CIA and as. head of count-
er-espionage for the Venezuelan secret police.



Police ignored drug figure’s charges

5 ljfﬂ “gs-*[('

By JOHM KATZED«BAC’ pok any probe of his acdu-
Herald Staff Writed : 5 unidl this wealk.
“The cradibility [of Rroard AL za waasuai hearing Tours-

(Monkey) Morales, the ir.ey ¥
witness in a- massive narcetics
nrobe, came into further guasrio
Thuirsday in Dade Ciicu
when it was disclosed th

rales told police in 1972 24
about allegea misconduct. o)
high-zanking" W=iro-Dade
Miami officers. and reicher 1ores

efficess dvom boith depnri-
ts told Judge Geraid Kogan of
; .eamed oi the allega-
what actior tey took.
end of the uearing,
: Tt doas qot appear at
1L inat there are any pend-
irvesiigations that Mr. Mo-
raias soptrintted w.”

Tuat conclusion may be critical
ic ihe seven-week-long effort Ly
defeise attorneys representing 41
people accused of naicotics smug-
gling in the state’s Tick-Talks
case. Morales is the informant on
whom detectives and prosecutors
based their request to Dade Cir-
cuit Judge Thomas Scott for wire-
tap authorization in January 1981.

Defense attorneys have claimed
that Morales is a liar.

If they can show that police
agencies had discounted or dis-
proved previous allegstions made
by Morales, the defense argument
would be strengthened, and Judge

-Kogan could be forced to suppress

the more than 1,000 ‘hours of
wiretaps that are virtually the
only evidence in the case.

Doubts about Morales’ ¢redibili-

Please iurn to HEARING /4C



State ordered

to hand over

intelligence data on police

5 -[2-E2~ 28
By JGHN KATZENBACH
Herald Staf) Wriler

A Dade Circuit judge Tuesday ordered
prosecutors to hand over raw police’intelli-
gence data to defense attorneys who want to
know. whether Authorities ever pursued cor-
ruption allegations against two Metro-Dade
policemen aud a high-ranking Miami officer.

The accusations were made recently in a
sworn deposition by Ricardo (Monkey) Mo-
rales Navgrette, which was given to attor-
neys reprosenting 41 persons charged in the
state’s massive Tick-Talks narcotics probe.

The three policemen were named in open
court Tuesday by defense attorney Kirk
Munroe. They are Metro police Lt. Raul Diaz,
Metro Capt. Charles Black and Miami police
Capt. Guillermo Zamora. ’

Zamora could not be reached for comment
Tussday. black denied any wrongdoing: “I
don’t know where pcople dream this up,” he
said.

“I do not know what the allegations are,”
said Diaz. “But if there are any allegations
against me, they should be referred to the in-
taraal review section of the Metro-Dade Po-
lice Department. And there should be an in-
vestigation.”

Metro nolice Chief Bobby Jones last week

said no specific allegations had been present-
ed to the department for review.’

In ordering the files turned over to deiense
attorneys, Circuit Judge Gerald kKogan said
Tuesday: “I want to know what has been in-
vestigated, what has been substantiated or
not substantiated.

“I want to know if they did investigate or
if they didn’t investigate. [ want to know
everybody he’s talking aboat.”

Still under court seal is a 1978 statement
Morales gave to detectivas after he was ar-
rested on marijuana-smuggling charges. De-
fense attorneys say they waat to compare
the statement Moralecs mnde then with his
latest allegations.

Kogan is now in the seventh week of a de-
fense effort to suppress the more than 1,000
hours of wiretap evidence gathered against
the 41 defendanis arrested last Auigust in the
case. The siate’s key witness is Morales, an
ex-spy and terrorist, admiited murderer and
drug dealer. - )

It was Morales’ information to police that
was the basis for their wiretap requests. If
his credibility is shown to be questionable,
the wiretaps might not be aliowed before a
jury. The case is currently scheduled ior trial
in August.



Drug

By JOHN KATZENBACH
Herald Staff Writer

An admitted drug dealer who
was once a federal witness tried
‘to bribe a Miami police detective
“with a $12,000 2old Relex watch,
_ah expensive Walther: P-35 auto-
matic pistol, membership in a
disco favored by high-rellers and
the option to.buy ]ewelry at bar-
24in prices,.the detectlve *est1f1ed
:Mﬁn.day

Detectlve D;osdado Dlaz Lold

defende aftorney Doug ‘Williams.

iiai he met Carlos Quesada on
sever al occasions.and ‘that Queq'\-
da, now 4 defendant in- the state’s

‘massive - Tu.ktTanl’ks

. narcotub ;.

dealer tried to bribe him

5--§2-18

Detective D1osdado Diaz testified that Carlos

;‘Quesada. a defenddnt in the Tick-Taiks

rwrcotms case, was rrylng to comproml H hxm

‘case, was trying “to compromlse"

him.

“Mr. Ques,ada had made it

"known to .you. that-he would pro-

vide anything of -vatue t‘hat you
wanted?” Williams asked.

“Yes, sir,” Diaz responded..

‘The deteciive has been testify-
ing in the pretrial efforts by attor-

 neys defending the 41 persons

charged.in thL l‘lck T.-!ks case fo
have the more than 1,000 hours of
wiretap evidence thrown eut. For
the past five weeks, Dade Circuit
Judge Gerald Kogan has been
holding a suppression hearing —
much of it about the probe of the
organization Quasada allegedly
headed.

At issue has been the credibility

, officer says

of the state’s key witness:.Ricardo
(Monkey) Morales Navarette —
spy, Kkiller, terrorist .and alleged

. drug dealer. Quesada and Morales
were * longtime associates, - Diaz

has said, but they had a falling-out

* that brought Morales to the police
‘Lo iniorm on his ex-friend.

“The reason for the falling-out:
heroin, .- which .- Morales  didn’t
want the ring to distribute, and a
silencer-equipped Maeh-10 sub-
machine gun, Diaz told-the court
Monday.- Morales himself is ex-
pected to testify later this week.

. In testimony Friday, D:az told”
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how he developed both Morales and
Quesada as informants — but said
that Quesada was trying to manipu-
late the police against his drug-busi-
ness rivals. The alleged payoffs
were part of that attempted manip-
ulation. Monday, Diaz told of meet-
ing both Morales and Quesada at

The Mutiny, a Coconut Grove night--

club. It was Halloween night 1980.

Diaz said that Morales was angry
because he had 1oaned Quesada the
Mach 10 — a favorite weapon in
the narcotics trade. Morales wanted
it back. According to defense attor-
ney Williams, the 42-year-old CIA-
trained espionage &xpert became
“increasingly agitated” over Quesa-
da's failure to return the weapon.
Williams asked if Morales was
“bordering on possessed, preoccu-
pied” with the gun.

“There was a big argument over
it,” Diaz replied. “All of them were
erratic, unpredictable.” ’

“Wouldn’t the most erratic and
unpredictable be Mr. Morales?”

“I wouldn't say that,” Diaz said.

Defense attorneys are trying to
chatracterize Morales as an unrelia-
ble informant on whom police
based the request for wiretaps on
Quesada’s home telephone and a
wall bug planted in a clock. If they
can show that the sworn affidavits
provided to Judge Thomas Scott for
the wiretaps were not credible,
then Judge Kogan would be forced
to suppress the evidence. Under
Florida law, before police can ob-
tain a wiretap, they must exhaust
every other legitimate investigative
tool. They must also base their re-
quest on accurate information.

- Diaz insisted that Morales op-
posed Quesada’s decision to take his
organization into heroin smuggling.
Diaz described how one attempt at
a mid-ocean rendevous went awry.
He said that Quesada raised some
$700,000 to invest in the venture.
He also said that Morales told him
Quesada was trying to open a line

or credit at the Sunshine State Bank

to launder drug money.

Diaz said that Morales told him
some of the money from nurcotics
deals was_funneled into the cam

aign chest of Ma‘mlo Reboso, who
gaifed in his effort to galn Miami's

mayoralty.

Morales also described a meeting
at the Coral Gables Holiday Inn
where a narcotics transaction was
planned, Diaz said. That alleged
meeting was & cornerstone of .the
wiretap request. But police were
never able to corroborate any de-
tails of the meeting — or to confirm
that the -meeting actually took
place, Diaz was forced to admit by
attorney Williams.

“What could we do, call them
[the alleged dealers) up?”’ Diaz pro-
tested. “We couldn't do anything.”

The hearing is expected to con-
tinue for another two or three
weeks. The 41 Tick-Talks defen-
dants are scheduled for trial in late
August — but that schedule de-
pends on whether Kogan suppress-
es the wiretaps.




