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ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETIES. 1 

to the cause of free Kansas. Some sixteen hundred auxil­
iary societies were organized, with a membership of nearly a 
quarter of a million, before the year 1840. But when, in 
that year, in accordance with the principles of the original 
platform, William Goodell, Alvan Stewart, Myron Holley, 
James G. Birney, Joshua Leavitt, Gerrit Smith, and others 
called a convention at Albany to consider the question of 
nominating a candidate for President, to be voted for by the 
anti-slavery men, the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society 
said ,in an address: H For the honor and purity of our enter­
prise, we trust that the abolitionists of the several States will 
refuse to give any countenance to the proposed convention 
at Albany. Let their verdict be recorded against it as un­
authorized and premature. Let the meeting be insignificant 
and local, and thus rendered harmless." 

In 1 843, the American Anti-Slavery Society resolved: 
"That the compact which exists between the North and the 
South is a covenant with death and an agreement with hell, 
involving both parties in atrocious criminalities, and that it 
should be immediately annulled." 

Also, ,in May, 1844, the declaration was made that 
H henceforth, until slavery be abolished, the watchword, the 
rallying cry, the motto on the banner of the A. A. Society 
shall be, 'No union with slave-holders.''' 

A resolution was adopted declaring that H secession from 
the Government was the duty of every abolitionist, and that 
to take office or to vote for another to hold office under the 
Constitution violated anti-slavery principles, and made such 
voter an abettor of the slave-holder in his sin." 

In the "Writings of Garrison," the recognized leader of 
the A. A. Society, pages 118 and 119, are the following ex­
pressions: 

. "Know that its (the Union) subversion is essential to the triomph 
of justice, the deliverance of th~ oppressed, the vindication of the 
brotherhood of the race. It was conceived in sin and brought forth in 
iniquity. * * if To say that this covenant with death shall not be 
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lition. Shall I vote? .. .. .. I may not vote for the war system that 
is founded in guilt and blood and utterly wr61ng in its origin, its princi­
ples and means, even to abolish slavery." 

Eli Thayer, in " Kansas Crusade," says: 
"The Northern people ardently desired to destroy the tree (slavery) 

itself, and were ready to adopt any legal and constitutional plan which 
might do this work. Garrison's method of casting out a devil by split­
ting the patient in two lengthwise they did not approve, for two reasons: 
I st. Because the patient would die j 2d. Because the devil would live. " 

Schouler, in his last work, says: 
" They were not actors in affairs, but agitators, cfltics, come-outers, 

coiners of cutting epithets, who scourged men in public station with as 
little mercy as the slave-driver did his victim, less pleased that their 
work was being done than displeased because it was not done faster. 
Their political blunders widened the breach between the North and the 
South, and their constant instigation was to throttle that law which was 
the breath of our being-to trample down the Union, rather than con­
vert, constrain, or conquer slavery behind the shield of the Constitu­
tion. This was because of their fanaticism. Not one leader of this 
school ever took a respol}sible part in affairs, or co-operated in lawful 
and practical measures for promoting the reform they caressed in their 
preaching. " 

Samuel Bowles, 10 Boston Evening Traveller, May 29, 
1857, says: 

•• The great majority of the Garrisonian party forfeit all claim to our 
esteem by being blasphemous, vituperative, coarse, and vile in their 
manners and language. We need not instance a man named Foss, who 
has the impudence to claim the title Reverend, and who began a sen­
tence in a speech in New York week before last with the phrase, • I 
hate the Union,' and ended it by saying, 'I hate Jesus Christ.' All the 
leaders of the Garrisonian party sat around, but no one of them rebuked 
the monstrous blasphemy. The speech was circulated through all the 
Southern papers, and Mr. Foss was denounced as 'a Republican.' If 
he had died in his cradle he would have done better by himself than to 
have lived to commit this sin. The same style of thought has been 
manifested at this gathering in the Melodeon. We listened yesterday 
to the comprehensive abuse uttered by Mr. Higginson, who also claimed 
to be a minister of the Gospel. If we had stayed five minutes longer 
than we did, and his effect had been equal to his effort, we should have 
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rence. History will give to Eli Thayer the credit of first 
publicly accepting the challenge of the South with a plan for 
organized emigration to contend with the Blue Lodges of 
Missouri, and for his head was the first reward offered by 
the exasperated slave power. But organized emigration was 
not alone in the conflict. While Thayer began to preach 
the crusade in the winter of 1854, a few settlers from the 
Middle and Western States preceded his first colony which 
settled at Lawrence. Most noted among these were S. N. 
Wood, J. A. Wakefield, B. W. Miller, Rev. T. Ferril, and 
others, who acted a most important part in the struggle that 
followed. In truth, no line of demarkatiqn can well be drawn 
between settlers who came from different States, or under 
different auspices, as on arrival they became a band of brothers 
engaged in a common cause. It would be folly for the head 
to say to the foot, I have no need of thee; and the eye to 
the hand, I have no need of thee j and it would have been 
equal folly for settlers from one State to say to the set­
tlers of another State that the cause had no need of- them. 
No such feeling existed in the fifties, neither does it now 
exist in the breast of any surviving actor. Colonel S. N. 
Wood, whose settlement in Kansas preceded the settlement 
of Lawrence, and whose services were indispensable, has 
this to say of the pioneers, in his quarter-centennial speech 
at Topeka: 

.. The pilgrims of the AfayjlO'1.tJ~r sought the wild shores of America 
that they might be free to worship God in their own way; free to believe 
in religious matters whatever seemed right to their own conscience. 
They sought freedom for themselves. But the pioneers of Kansas­
both Western and Eastern-heard the call which in every age has thrilled 
the souls of men with heroic power. At this critical period, when the 
hosts of slavery and freedom were marshalling for this great and de­
cisive encounter, in their inmost souls they heard the Divine voice 
calling for defenders of liberty; and they obeyed the signal that pointed 
to· Kansas as the great battle-ground. The pioneers who bccame . 
trusted leaders among the Free-State hosts were men who could not 
rest ih their old. comfortable homes when the demon of human slavery 
was clutching at freedom's rightful heritage. Many of them were the 
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ing should be reported to the people. Accordingly, it was 
decided to advertise a meeting to be held on the levee 
in front of a ship's galley lying near I street. A cord 
of wood was procured to furnish light, and H dodgers " 
about six inches square were printed and posted allover the 
place, on wagons, mules, and things movable and immova­
ble. It was decided that the oldest of the three men should 
preside at the meeting, and that the Doctor should prepare 
and present resolutions. The time for the meeting came, 
and with it apparently the entire population of the city. 
The cord of wood was set on fire and the older man 
mounted the galley as president of the meeting. He was 
small in stature and small in .voice, and seemed incapable of 
preserving order. The speculators and their friends monopo­
lized the speech-making till the Doctor, who was unaccus­
tomed to public speaking, found that modesty must be 
ignored or the squatters' cause would be lost. After sev­
eral speculators had spoken h~ made his way to the stand, 
and prefaced his resolution with an account of the situation 
and a statement of what he had witnessed. He then read 
the following preamble and resolution: 

.. Whereas, the land in California is presumed to be public land, 
therefore, 

.. Resolved, That we will protect any settler in the possession of land 
to the extent of one lot in the city, and one hundred and sixty acres in 
the country, till a valid title shall be shown for it." 

This resolution was received with great enthusiasm. The 
crowd, which had listened to the speculators' harangues in 
silence, now went wild with excitement. Noone could 
doubt the direction of the wind now, and men in abundance 
were found ready to endorse the resolution. This was the 
first move, and this the platform that remained the platform 
throughout the conflict. Before adjourning, steps were 
taken for a permanent organization, of which the Doctor 
was chosen president. Was there occasion or excuse for 







































WAR AT AN END. 57 

with mud and blood from head to foot. In this plight he 
told the story of the squatter riot and of his encounter with 
the sheriff. It is needless to say that here was the inspira­
tion for the resolution to destroy the town if such proceed­
ings did not cease. Two ~en were sent as spies from the 
speculators to see if Allen could be arrested. Naturally, 
their report was unfavorable. 

Also, the visiting militia may have had something to do 
with the sudden change in the atmosphere at Sacramento. 
The company that came up from San Francisco called in a 
body upon the prisoner, in his forecastle, and after standing 
about the cot for a few moments, an officer whispered in the 
ear of the prisoner that he and his friends had nothing to 
fear from them, as they had inves6gated the matter and 
approved of the course the squatters had taken. Under all 

- the circumstances, it is not surprising that ,. a tacit consent 
to drop the subject was soon noticeable in the community," 
and that there was also "a decided sense of common guilt " 
on the part of the speculators. Mr. Royce says, while there 

. were .meetings and manifestoes in the mines, "there was 
sullen submission near home." The platform of the squat­
ters from first to last was protection to the occupant of land 
in possession of the same till title should be shown, and 
when all opposition to this possession ceased the war was 
over. As soon as all attempts ceased to get possession of 
land under forcible entry and detainer laws, and bogus acts 
of bogus city councils, there was nothing more to be done. 
The squatters had obtained all they ever demanded. 

In order to make it appear that the speculators gained a 
great victory, and the squatters suffered a corresponding 
defeat, writers have deemed it necessary to misstate the issue. 
Instead of being the simple preamble and resolution adopted 
at the first squatters' meeting, namciy, "Whereas the land 
in California is presumed to be public land, therefore, re­
solved, that we will protect any settler in the possession of 
land to th'e extent of one lot in the city and one hundred 



































































































































































































































170 THE KANSAS CONFLICT. 

the Free-State men, although the failure of his Democratic 
convention had disgusted him with that venture. It was 
known that he had recognized the legality of the Legislature, 
and contemplated getting a divorce by its action. How­
ever, at an interview with several active Free-State men, he 
-said if those present would agree to support him for one of 
the Senators under the constitution, he would enlist in the 
movement. He was assured that if his labors should be 
worthy of such a position he should have it. Accordingly, at 
the convention of the 14th of August, 1855, this, among 
other resolutions, was adopted: 

" S. That we consider the attempt to establish a territorial form of 
government in this Territory as an utter failure j and that the people 
of the Territory should, at some convenient period, assemble at their 
several places of holding elections in the various districts of the Terri­
tory, and elect delegates to a convention to form a State constitution 
for the State of Kansas, with the view to an immediate State organiza­
tion, and application, at the next session of Congress, for admission 
into the American Union, as one of the States of the American Con­
federacy." 

While Colonel Lane opposed the resolution repUdiating the 
Legislature as a body, he favored this resolution and moved 
its adoption. General Pomeroy thought the action prema­
ture, as he would prefer to know the wishes of the new 
Governor appointed to fill Governor Reeder's place. . When 
the resolutions were first introduced by the committee, of 
which Robinson was chairman, several politicians opposed 
them, but after adjournment over night they had all received 
new light, as they said, and the resolutions were adopted 
without opposition. A mass meeting was called on the 
15th, without distinction of party, and recommended a con­
vention to be held at Topeka, September 19th, to take this 
matter of a constitutional convention into consid~ration and 
to provide' for one if thought best. 

Although several conventions had been held at Lawrence, 
and resolutions adopted without number, it was concluded 



BIG SPRINGS CONVENTION. 

to call a general conventi9n of the Free-State party at Big 
Springs, September 5, 185 S. The call was made by the con­
vention of the 14th of August, held at Lawrence, and the 
notices were spread broadcast over the Territory. This con­
vention was well attended, and nearly all the leading Free­
State men were present in consultation, including the Free­
State executive committee. Judge G. W. Smith was mllde 
president of the convention. Two important reports were 
made, one by Colonel Lane, as chairman of the committee 
on platform, and one by J. S. Emery, as chairman of the 
committee on the Legislature. The latter report was drawn 
by Governor Reeder. 

The report on platform was substantially a repetition of 
reports at previous conventions held at Lawrence, except 
with reference to free negroes and abolitionists. It took 
strong ground against both, and proposed not to interfere 
with shi.ve States or fugitive slaves. The report drawn by 
Governor Reeder was most emphatic in its denunciation of 
the Territorial Legislature. Among the resolutions are the 
following: 

.. Ruolved, That we owe no allegiance or obedience to the tyrannical 
enactments of this spurious Legislature-that their laws have no validity 
or binding force upon the people of Kansas, and that every freeman 
among us is at full liberty, consistently with all his obligations as a 
citizen and a man, to defy and resist them, if he chooses so to do. . 

•• Ruolved, That we will resist them primarily by every peaceable 
and legal means within our power, until we can elect our own Repre­
sentatives and sweep them from the statute book; and as the majority 
of our Supreme Court have so far forgotten their official duty-have so 
far cast off the honor of the lawyer and the dignity of the judge as to 
enter clothed with the judicial ermine into partisan contest, and by an 
extra-judicial decision giving opinions in violation of all propriety, 
have prejudged our case before we could be heard, and have pledged 
themselves to these outlaws in advance, to decide in their favor, we 
will therefore take measures to carry the question of the validity of 
these laws to a higher tribunal, where judges are unpledged and dispas­
sionate-where the law will be administered in its purity, and where 
we can at least have the hearing before the decision . 

.. Ruolved, That we will endure and submit to these laws no longer 



























THE KANSAS CONFLICT. 

landlord of Dow, and in a violent and insulting manner took 
him away. The news of this arrest spread rapidly, and a 
force of about fifteen men gathered and intercepted the 
sheriff and prisoner at the house of J. B. Abbott. Colonel 
S. N. Wood, one of the rescuing party, in a letter to A. 
Wattles, dated August 29, 1857, thus describes the rescue: 

" DEAR SIR: You request me to give you a history of the Branson 
rescue. At this late date it would be impossible for me to give you an 
exact history of that affair, but with pleasure I proceed to give you 
some facts connected with the rescue. 

" Charles Dow was from Ohio, from a Democratic family, his father, 
if not himself, having voted for Franklin Pierce for President. Dow 
was murdered on Wednesday, November 21, 1855. News of it came 
to Lawrence late Thursday evening. I felt much excited. Dow had 
come from an adjoining county in Ohio, had lived at my house in Kansas, 
and was a noble young man. Early Friday morning, in company with 
S. C. Smith, I drove to Hickory Point. 'We found that Coleman and 
others, charged with the murder of our friend, had fled to Missouri. 
Dow had just been buried, and a meeting agreed upon for Monday, the 
26th. With die promise of attending said meeting we returned to 
Lawrence. Monday, the 26th, again went to Hickory Point. S. F. 
Tappan was also present. Found a meeting :¥ready organized. S. N. 
Wood was appointed a committee to question witnesses. Some pro· 
slavery men attended said meeting. The testimony clearly indicated 
that Dow had been murdered, not out of personal feelings, but on' 
account of his principles, and that others were to meet the same fate, 
in hopes thus of harassing the Free-State men, and to frighten us all 
out of Kansas. All parties present deprecated the murder. One hun­
dred men or more attended the meeting, and a unanimous determina­
tion was manifested to stop such murders. A committee on resolutions, 
of which S. N. Wood was chairman, presented a few resolutions regret­
ting the outrages and resolving to do all in their power to search out 
the guilty parties and bring them to justice. The meeting lasted until 
almost sundown. Much feeling was manifested against Coleman, and 
a strong disposition exhibited to bum his house, which stood near. 
Three or four men broke down the door, rushed in, emptied a straw 
bed upon the floor, and fired it. S. C. Smith, S. N. Wood, and others 
rushed into the house, smothered the flames, clearing the house, and 
an1id the greatest excitement, some crying, • Bum the house,' and others 
interceding to save property. S. N. Wood jumped upon the fence and 
said murder, pillage, and arson were the peculiar avocations of our ene­
mies, that houses were too scarce to be burned, and that this meeting 
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a letter to the St. Louis Republican, which is refeITed to by 
the Kansas City Enterprise as follows: 

"AUTHENTIC NEWS FROM KANSAS. 

"Under this head the Missouri R~pu"lican publishes a letter from 
Hon. John Calhoun, Surveyor-General of Kansas and Nebraska, detail­
ing the events connected with the difficulties at Lawrence. From this 
letter we make the following extracts; our want of room prevents the 
publishing of the whole letter. 

" After giving an account of the origin of the difficulty, the killing of 
Dow by Coleman, his giving himself up to the sheriff, the arrest of 
Branson, the leader of the band, who had been burning down houses 
and driving women and children from their houses, either by force or 
threats, he then gives the following extracts of a letter from Governor 
Shannun: 

" • The excitement is up in Missouri. The appeals of flying women 
and children, and the belief that the abolitionists have determined to 
expel the pro-slavery men from Hickory Grove, has kindled a flame 
that no human power can control.' 

" The Governor further 8.dds : 
" • The time has come when these armed men must be met, and 

brought into subjection to law, or surrender the Government into their 
hands. I have determined to have the laws executed, and to protect 
the unoffending people of the Territory from lawless violence. If not, 
there is no use in a Government; and to let these armed bands triumph 
now over law would be virtually surrendering the whole Government 
to them. But I can do this by the force of our own citizens, and intend 
to use no others. But who can control the storm? These abolitionists 
are mad. They are bringing on themselves utter ruin, and all this is 
the legitimate result of their lawless, secret military associations.' 

" These are the facts as they have occurred up to this time. What 
to-morrow will bring forth, amid the excitement which such outrages 
have produced, none can tell. Of one thing rest assured, the laws of 
this Territory will be executed. That Governor Shannon will do his 
full duty in the present crisis no one need doubt. .. .. .. 

.. It is estimated that some sixteen dwelling houses have been burnt, all 
of them in the night time, with their contents, and their occupants, men, 
women, and children, driven to the prairies without shelter or protec­
tion. The leading spirit of these lawless movements is C. Robinson, 
the leading spirit also of the Topeka Convention. .. .. .. It is said 
that he has at least five hundred men, armed with Sharp's rifles and 
revolvers, determined to offer a forcible resistance to the execution of 
the laws. He has threatened to hang Sheriff Jones, Coleman, and 
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Deitzler, who was adjutant-general, jumped up and said, 
" Damn a paper hero; who will go with me and bring them.­
in T " In due time he brought in three heavily armed men, 
who claimed that in the darkness and sleet they had lost 
their ·way. In the morning, as the war was over, they were 
allowed to go. It is not doubted but these men were out 
for the purpose of killing the guests of the Governor and of 
the captains of militia. On the next day after peace was 
declared, Governor Shannon dismissed his militia and re­
turned to Lawrence, where he expressed great'satisfaction at 
the termination of the war. While being entertained by the 
citizens of both sexes, an alarm was raised that the disbanded 
forces were marching upon Lawrence, when the Governor 
gave this authority to Robinson and Lane: 

.. To Charles Robinson and J. H. Lane: 
.. You are hereby authorized and directed to take such measures, and 

use the enrolled forces under your command in such manner, for the 
preservation of the peace and the protection of the persons and property 
of the people of Lawrence and vicinity, as in your judgment shall best 
secure that end. 

(Signed) "WILSON SHANNON. 
"LAWRENCE, December 9, 1855." 

However, on investigation, the rumor proved to be un­
founded, the militia having left the Territory by the most 
direct route. 

Such was the general rejoicing at Lawrence that a peace 
jubilee was held on ,the loth, to which the Governor and 
other officials were invited, including Sheriff Jones. The 
Governor excused himself, but Jones attended. Several 
speeches were made, and all would have passed off pleasantly 
had it not been for an attempt to excite hostility to Jones 
to such a degree as to require the utmost exertion and care 
to prevent his assassination. 

This is but a mere outline of the Wakarusa war, so-called, 
as conducted by the Free-State party. Governor Shannon, 
in his testimony, said that" the posse was over 1400, as re-
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ing a better state of feeling, and the committee from Wakarusa camp 
were satisfied to retire without doing anything more, and so reported to 
the army. This, with the active exertions of myself and others, pro­
duced a better feeling among the men, and by daylight on the morning 
of the 9th I felt I could with safety order the forces to disband, and 
accordingly did so. They retired in order, and refrained from any.act 
of violence, but it was evident there'was a silent dissatisfaction at the 
course I had taken. But I felt conscious I was right, and that my 
course would be sanctioned alike by the dictates of humanity and sound 
policy. I returned to Lawrence on the 9th, remained until the morning 
of the loth, when, everything being quiet and safe, I returned to this 
place. Everything is quiet now; but it is my duty to say to you, 
frankly, that I have forebodings as to the future. The militia or volun­
teer corps cannot be relied on to preserve the peace in these civil party 
contests, or where partisans are concerned. A, call on the militia will 
generally· only bring in conflict the two parties. I am satisfied that the 
only forces that can be used in this Territory in enforcing the laws, or 
preserving the peace, are those of the United States, and with this 
view I would suggest that the Executive of this Territory be authorized 
to calion the forces of the United States when, in his judgment, the 
public peace and tranquillity, or the execution of the laws, may require 
their assistance. Should there be an outbreak, it will most probably be 
sudden, and before orders can be obtained from Washington the crisis 
will have passed. I send you herewith the copies of various affidavits, 
letters, etc., which will give you some information in detail touching 
the subject-matter of this dispatch. 

" I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
"WILSON SHANNON. 

"His Excellency, Franklin Pi~ra." 

One item gained to the Free-State men was a knowledge 
of some of their own men. While the policy of the party 
was distinctly outlined by the Committee of Safety and Coun­
cil, two men of influence proved disloyal to that policy. G. P. 
Lowry, in his testimony before the Congressional Commit­
tee, as reported on page 1081, said: " My impression is, 
that a conspiracy of one hundred men, to leave here (Law­
rence) without orders and attack the camp on the Wakarusa, 
was found out shortly after Barber was killed, and put down 
by General Robinson." 

It was thought best at the time, and even when the Con­
gressional Committee visited the Territory, in 1856, to say 







SUMMARY OF 1855. 

was the lesson entirely lost upon the President, as willla~ 
appear. 

The Chicago Tribune said: "The Free-State men have 
acted well. We like their spirit. It is of the olden time 
-cool,. yet resolved; deliberate, yet wisely courageous." 

The year 1855 closed with a record less bloody than its 
successor. Two pro-slavery men had been killed since the 
opening of Kansas to settlement, namely, Henry Davis on 
November 29, 1854, and Malcolm Clark on April 30, 
1855; and three Free-State men, C. W. Dow, November 
2 I st, Samuel Collins in November at Doniphan, and Thomas 
Barber on the 6th of December, 1855. Several men had 
been brutally mobbed, all Free-State, among them William 
Phillips of Leavenworth, tarred and feathered, Pardee ~ut­
ler of Atchison County sent down the Missouri on a raft, 
and J. W. B. Kelly, severely beaten at Atchison. 

Two elections for delegate to Congress had been held, 
one on the 1st of October, when General Whitfield was 
voted for by the Slave-State men, and one on the 9th of the 
same month, when Gove~or Reeder was voted for by the 
Free-State men. Although there was no conflict, over 800 
illegal votes were cast for Whitfield, as estimated by the 
Congressional Committee. These elections paved the way 
for a contest in Congress which resulted in the appointment 
of Howard, Sherman, and Oliver as a committee to visit 
Kansas in the spring of 1856 to procure testimony concern· 
ing the workings of "popular sovereignty." 

On the I 5th of December, a few days after the close of 
the Wakarusa war, the election on the adoption of the To­
peka Constitution was held, resulting in 173 I votes for, and 
46 votes against the Constitution; and 1287 against and 
453 for free negroes. This vote on free negroes was to be 
construed as instructions to the Legislature to exclude them 
from Kansas by law. If not so excluded the constitutional 
provision would be inoperative. This little manreuvre was 
to catch both Eastern and Western congressional votes for 
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is small-say eighty or a hundred dragoons, and some hundred and 
twenty citizens poorly armed, and badly supplied with ammunition. 
Under these circumstances, I have to request you to send from the fort 
all disposable force. A few companies of infantry would be very desir­
able, and some light artillery. Permit me to express the hope that 
whatever force you can dispatch to the relief of this place will be sent 
as soon as possible. Delay may be ruinous • 

.. Yours, with great respect, WILSON SHANNON • 
• , General P. F. Smith." 

The next day, the 18th, General Richardson, in command 
of the northern division of the territorial militia, wrote 
General Smith as follows: 

" HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION KANSAS MILITIA, 
"DONIPHAN COUNTY, KANSAS, August 18th. 

" SIR: In addition to the extra herewith inclosed, I have received 
reliable information that.a state of actual war exists iu Douglas County, 
and that in other parts of the Territory within this division, robberies 
and other flagrant violations of law are daily occurring by armed bodies 
of men from the Northern States. In the absence of all information 
from the Governor of the Territory, I have taken the liberty of exercis­
ing the authority in me vested in cases of invasion, by ordering out the 
entire strength of my division, to rendezvous at various points of the 
division to receive further orders. 

" The object of this is to ask of you, as commandant of this district, 
how far your orders require interference with the militia of the Terri­
tory, and whether or not their being thus assembled to repel such in­
vasions is in violation of your instructions. 

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
.. WILLIAM· P. RICHARDSON, 

" Major-General First· Division Kansas Militia. 
!'Brigadier-Gen/!ral Persifer F. Smith, Commanding, Li!avenworth, 

K. T." 

On the 25th of August, Acting Governor Woodson issued 
this proclamation: 

" Whereas, satisfactory evidence exists that the Territory of Kansas 
is infested with large bodies of armed men, many of whom have just 
arrived from the States, combined and confederated together, and amply 
supplied with all the munitions of war, under the direction of a common 
head, with a thorough military organization; who have been and are 
still engaged in murdering the law-abiding citizens of the Territory, 
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of the troops. A small .guard cannot be left with them 
safely i a large one cannot be spared, and they cannot be 
marched with the troops, whose movements they will retard 
and emb;uTas8." 

To this Acting Governor Woodson replied, August 26th, 
as follows: 

"LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
.. EXECUTIYE OFFICE, August 26th. 

" SIR: In reply to your letter to Governor Shannon, requesting him 
to make some provision for keeping the prisoners now in charge of the 
army near this place, I have to say that those prisoners are in the cus­
tody of the United States Marshal for the Territory, Colonel I. B. 
Donelson, and that the Executive has no power to interfere with his 
duties. 

"Colonel Donelson is, I understand, at Leavenworth City at ihis 
time. 

" Very respectfully yours, 
"DANIEL WOODSON, 

"Acting Governor Kansas Territory • 
•• Brigatiin'-Gmeral Smiln, Commanding A rmy of Inl! Wl!sl." 

] efferson Davis, September 3d, made requisition upon the 
Governors of Kentucky and Illinois for two regiments of in­
fantry from each State to put down rebellion in Kansas, and 
also authorized General Smith to use the territorial militia. 

General Smith, instead of driving out anned bodies of 
men from Missouri, as did Colonel Sumner under Shannon's 
proclamation, instructed that" it will not be within the prov­
ince of the troops to interfere with persons who may have 
come from a distance to give protection to their friends or 
others, and who may be behaving theJDSelves in a peaceable 
and lawful manner." 

He also gave directions that no action by the troops must 
be allowed against the territorial militia; and all anned pro­
slavery men from Kansas or Missouri could be classed under 
that head. 

Thus the decks were cleared for another and final engage­
ment in' this war. Guerrilla parties of pro-slavery men in-
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of Stubbs, and a portion of the Coal Creek and Franklin companies, 
with a few others, and after a sharp little fight of three hours, we routed 
the enemy, took their camp, and captured one cannon and a large 
quantity of small arms. (The cannon is now in our city, and known 
as • Old Sacramento. ') In this engagement I had one man killed, and 
four wounded-Arthur Gunther, wounded severely in the breast and 
chin; George Henry, slightly wounded in the breast; John Crocker,. 
slightly wounded in the head; George W. Smith, Jr., slightly wounded 
in the head and leg. George Sackett, a very estimable young man, was 
killed, shot through the head . 

.. This was followed by the attacks on Washington Creek, Titus 
Fort, and Hickory Point, in all of which the Stubbs took an active 
part, until they were unfortunately captured, without resistance, by the 
United States troops, disarmed, and kept sever~ months in a loath­
some prison at Lecompton. 

.. JOSEPH CRACKLIN." 

This capture of the Stubbs was occasioned by their 
answering the call of Lane when he fled to Nebraska as the 
2800' Missourians were marching upon Lawrence. 

When Colonel Harvey with his men reached Hickory 
Point, Lane had passed on with his body-guard in safety to 
his destination, the States. Harvey opened fire upon the 
cabin where the citizens and others had gathered for mutual 
protection, and after a skinnish in which shots were given 
and returned, a settlement was effected, all parties joining in 
a treat. But as Governor Geary's proclamation had been 
issued, the United States troops went for Harvey's men and 
arrested them. Some escaped, but 101 were brought to 
Lecompton, and were kept prisoners several months, all on 
account of the generalship of Sanborn's .. indispensable" 
hero, Lane. 

This is a very brief outline of the conflict of 1856. As it 
has been claimed that two men, and not the policy and 
members of the Free-State party, saved the cause of free 
Kansas, care has been taken to give their course in full. As 
has been seen, this policy of the Free-State men and party 
had been to do no wrong, commit no crime, but to prevent 
the establishment of slavery by the so-called territorial laws 













334 THE KANSAS CONFLICT. 

take. The army was entirely independent of both parties, 
and was always on the side of law, Federal law, and the 
Constitution, with the one exception of dispersing the To­
peka Legislature, on the 4th of July, 1856. It is safe to 
say that, had it not been for the officers of the United States 
Army, the Free-State struggle' would have ended in disaster 
on more than one occasion. After the massacre on the 
Potawatomie, all western Missouri was moving upon Kan­
sas to avenge this outrage upon unoffending pro-slavery 
men. It is true, with the assistance of the Sharp's rifles in 
the possession of Shore's and Abbott's companies, Pate had 
been captured and was held prisoner by Brown, but two 
armies were marching to rescue him, one under General 
Whitfield and one under General Coffin. 

Either of these forces would have annihilated Brown as 
soon as found, and the appearance of Colonel Sumner, in 
obedience to the proclamation of Governor Shannon, alone 
saved him. Colonel Sumner sent all the Missouri invaders 
home, as well as the Free-State military companies. 

During the summer of 1856, had the troops been hostile 
to the Free-State cause and acted as partisans, there were 
several occasions when the Free-State men would have 
suffered. One of these was when Titus's house was de­
stroyed and he taken prisoner; another was when Lecomp­
ton was visited by a force of seven or eight hundred Free­
State men to procure the release of persons held as prisoners. 

At another time Governor Woodson directed Colonel P. 
St. George Cooke to visit Topeka, make a general attack 
upon it, as in rebellion, and destroy its defenses. Colonel 
Cooke promptly and emphatically refused to comply with 
this order or demand. Here is the correspondence: 

.. EXECUTIVE OFFICE, LECOMPTON, K. T., 
.. September I, 1856. 

" SIR: The Marshal of the Territory having officially reported to me 
that • the ordinary course of judicial proceedings and the powers in­
vested in him as United States Marshal are wholly inadequate for the 
suppression of the insurrectionary combinations known to exist through-
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ruffians have overrun Kansas, have had their day until the Free-State 
men are thoroughly organized for revenge, and now they want to Iran­
fjuil/iu us. Ha, ha, ha, they can't do it. Let me tell you, Mr. 
Brown, my lieutenants here and myself have been following in the rear 
of Governor Geary's pacific tour, and we have been trying to show that 
the thing won't tranquillize.' He then proceeded to narrate various 
crimes they had committed, entering into details, telling of murders, 
arsons, rapes, horse-stealing, and other offenses of an aggravated char· 
acter. .. * .... 

.. • I think you mistake the true policy. Our ambition is to make 
Kansas a free State. Our success is contingent upon the number of 
actual settlers we have from the free North, who will co-operate with 
us. To get these settlers it is our interest. as well as duty, to quiet 
down the excitement, show up the beauty of the country, the healthful 
climate, productive soil, and satisfy them that we have the ability to 
make it free, and we will see such an emigration Kansas-ward next 
spring as the world has never seen before. You must remember, Cap: 
tain, that the great mass of us are here with our families, our property, 
with all we have in the world. We came here to build up homes and 
free institutions, and to be successful we must have peace and quiet.' 

... You can't do it. You can't do it. It IS too late. We have got 
stirred up in the matter, and by a..:.... we shall keep it stirred up. I have 
told you what we have done. We shall continue in the rear of Gov­
ernor Geary's movements, and we shall continue to agitate,' replied the 
Captain, the lieutenants with oaths endorsing his threats . 

.. • Gentlemen, if this is the case, I shall feel in honor bound to re­
peat this conversation to Governor Geary, and, much as I despise the 
bogus authorities, I shall hope to see you arrested and convicted for 
your crimes.' • • • 

.. They retreated down-stairs; and twenty-two years have passed 
since then. Whether any of them are now living, I don't know, but 
the facts are in every essential particular as I have narrated." 

But Walker and Titus were too much for the thieves, and 
some of them left the Territory and joined John Brown in 
the States, and others went into southern Kansas, to appear 
again later. 
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thought he was obliging me, and aimed to oblige me in the matter, but 
so little was I personally consulted, that to this hour I am in ignorance 
of what were the terms or striking points of Senator Lane's progtamme. 
Never, to this hour, has Senator Lane consulted me on the subject, 
directly or indirectly, while the authorities at Washington have preserved 
a similar indiscreet reticence, thinking, no doubt (as General Thomas 
intimates in a recent letter), that as the plan was of my own concoction 
in joint committee of two with Senator Lane. there could be no use, but 
rather an impertiuence, in any third parties trying to explain the general 
drift and details to one of the original patentees . 

.. Thus I am left in ignorance, but it is more than probable that you 
have been more favored . 

.. Your co-operation certainly would be necessary to make effective 
any such expedition as that talked of, and as you have never been sus­
pected of enjoying Senator Lane's confidence and sharing his counsels, 
I think it more than probable that the veil of mystery must have been 
lifted in your particular case. If so, let me know, for otherwise I must 
lower myself in the estimation of the authorities at Washington by con­
fessing that I have never at any time, directly or indirectly, consulted 
with or been consulted by the Kansas senator in reference to this or 
any other military operation whatever, and that as to any brotherly con· 
fidence between us, there is just about as much now as there ever was . 

.. You can hardly conceive to what an extent the authorities at Wash­
ington have carried their faith in the representations of Mr. Lane and 
their belief in a sort of Damon and Pythias affection between that gen­
tleman and myself. Regiments have been sent here with orders to 
'report for duty with the forces under General J. H. Lane;' blanks 
telegraphed for by me have been shipped to ' Brigadier-General Lane, 
Fort Leavenworth,' and have never reached these headquarters. In 
fact, I may say that, so far as Washington was concerned, the Kansas 
senator would seem to have effectually' jay-hawked' out of the minds of 
the War Department any knowledge or remembrance of the general 
commanding this department. 

" And now we have reached an aspect of the case which would be 
intensely ridiculous, if it were not so fraught with humiliation to offi­
cials and detriment to the public service. I am daily receiving letters 
from majors, colonels, and lieutenant·colonels, announcing that they 
have been appointed additional aides-de-camp on the staff of General 
McClellan, with orders to report to me in person, that I may again 
order them to report on the staff of 'Brigadier-General J. H. Lane.' 

.. The trouble is, that I know of no such brigadier-general, Senator 
Lane having' told me expressly and in terms, at the only interview we 
have had since his return to Kansas, that he had not accepted his coIl\­
mission, and was only my visitor' as senator and member of the Mili-
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was a most humiliating confession of the utter failure of the 
war of rapine permitted, if not encouraged, by the officials at 
Washington under Lane ana his red-leg thieves, whether 
within or without the ranks of the army. Had the President 
favored the policy of protecting non-combatants, as the offi­
cials of the State of Missouri and Kansas desired, .. Order 
No. I I" would have never been needed, and Quantrell's 
raid at Lawrence would never have occurred. 

It must be borne in mind that the Kansas troops referred 
to by the general officers and by the writer comprise only a 
small portion under the control or influence 'of Lane and hls 
partisans. The large majority of Kansas troops were under 
control of honorable officers, who despised such conduct and 
would have no share in it. The bulk of Kansas troops made 
an honorable record, and no State could excel Kansas in the 
proportion furnished to the army, or show a greater per­
centage lost in battle. Kansas may be justly proud of her 
war record, with these exceptions, and will not fail to confer 
the highest honors upon her brave warriors. 

One other raid, called the .. Price raid," menaced Kansas, 
but General Pleasanton was close in Price's rear, whtle Gen­
eral Deitzler, in command of about ten thousand of the 
State militia, Curtis, Blair, Moonlight, and others met him 
on the State line. He beat a hasty retreat towards Arkan­
sas, and the war clouds on the border were dissipated. It 
has been unfashionable and unpopular to breathe the least 
criticism of the conduct of the late war, and of its officers, 
from the President down, but the time has passed when it 
will be deemed honorable warfare to kill and outrage women 
and children, flocks, herds, and "all that breathe," of the 
enemy. Non-combatants, whether friends or foes, are en­
titled to be recognized as human beings; and that officer, 
whatever his rank, who will use his soldiers to persecute and 
despoil innocent people is a cowardly brute, and should be 
held up to the scorn and contempt of civilized people. It 
is remarkable that the two men who were conspicuous for 
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taking command of the State forces began making predatory raids into 
Missouri. His course was deprecated by the Kansas authorities as well 
as by the officers of the regular army, on the ground that he was stirring 
up useless strife. While there was some secession sentiment in Mis­
souri, there had been no overt acts of war, and it seems probable that 
much of the border warfare was due wholly to Lane's ill.advised zeal. 
When fully in control of the military forces of Kansas, Lane persuaded 
the War Department to authorize a military invasion of the southwest, 
representing that General Hunter joined with him in advising it. 
Hunter afterwards wrote the military authorities, disclaiming any knowl· 
edge of Lane's scheme, and refused to co-operate with him, thus break­
ing up the project • 

.. , In 1862 Lane was appointed .. commissioner for recruiting in the 
department of Kansas." He organized regiments and distributed miii­
tary offices, but was checkmated by the refusal of Governor Robinson 
to issue the commissions. The first regiment of colored troops was 
formed by Lane • 

.. , In 1864 Lane's pretensions became so unbearable to the Kansas 
authorities that Carney went to Washington to protest. After an inter­
view with Lincoln he weut to Secretary Stanton, bearing a letter from 
the President suggesting that the Governor of Kansas should be treated 
like other governors. Stanton tore the letter up, saying angrily: 

" , " Tell the President that I am Secretary of War." 
" , Carney turned away, but before he left the building the Secretary 

sent after him, and a long interview ended in the extinction of Lane's 
extraordinary powers. 

" 'Lane's suicide was in no way due to his political quarrels. He. 
had become reconciled to Carney, and his public position seemed secure, 
when certain dishonorable proceedings on his part in connection with 
Indian traders became known. After failing to exculpate himself, and 
trying in vain to secure a foreign appointment from the President, he 
plit a pistol in his mouth, and discharged it. Though the wound would 
have killed an ordinary man immediately, he lived ten days, dying July 
10, 1866.'" 

A recent number of the Westport Record has this: 
" Governor Charles Robinson, the' War Governor' of Kansas, has 

set the Kansas press on fire by speaking out on James H. Lane's 
methods during the war. We are glad there is one man in Kansas who 
dares to speak the truth in vindication of history. The Kansas-Mis­
souri border war was a disgrace even to. barbarism. Westport was a 
central point thereof. We have no excuses to offer, therefore, but re­
taliation. Could Governor Robinson have controlled his Kansas cut­
throats and robbers, his policy would have saved bloodshed and fire at 
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dent, from all the facts in the case, that this raid not only did not help, 
but hindered the Republican cause, and that it did not have a feather's 
weight in causing the Rebellion or the destruction of slavery in conse­
q uence of it. 

" Let us reverse the picture for a moment. Suppose, instead of a. 
free State, a slave State had been secured in Kansas, with the power to 
extend the institution at will, into all the Territories. Suppose, as a 
consequence, the Kansas struggle had not' made' a victorious Repub-" 
lican party in i860, but had secured the election of Breckenridge, the 
Southern candidate for President. Would the South have then seceded. 
and would slavery have been abolished? And would either event have 
transpired in consequence of the Harper's Ferry raid, or five hundred 
such raids? Cook had been at Harper's Ferry some twelve months, 
and Brown and his followers four or five months, and yet not a slave 
had been enlisted for the crusade by either. How much effect would 
such a raid have to produce secession or the abolition of slavery, with 
Kansas and the Federal Government in the secure possession of the 
South? 

" No, no; the flood-tide of slavery extension received its first perma- ,. 
nent check in Kansas, "and it was the refluent wave from her borders 
that carried Abraham Lincoln into the White House, drove the South 
into rebellion, and buried slavery so deep that for it there can be no 
resurrection. Not only is the State of Kansas thus indebted to the Ter­
ritory, but the late slave States that contended so earnestly to extend 
their peculiar institution are doubly indebted. These States have not 
only been redeemed from a blighting curse, but have been prospered in 
every way as never before in their history. So general and widespread 
is their prosperity, that so far as known not a citizen can be found in 
the entire South who would re-establish slavery if he could. But the 
blessings resulting from the territorial struggle do not stop here, for 
the nation itself has been born again, with that birth which brings with 
it • peace on earth, and good-will to men.' The old contentions, bitter­
ness, and irrepressible conflict between the North and South have given 
place to mutual respect, love, and good-will. The United States now 
constitute a Union in reality as well as in name, with like institutions, 
like aspirations, and a common destiny. Our Union, thus cemented, 
has become the envy of all nations, and a terror to all enemies. The 
freest, happiest, and most prosperous people on the globe, we have be­
come a place of refuge for the oppressed of all nations. Such being the 
result of the territorial conflict, well may the contestants embrace each 
other on the twenty-fifth birthday of this wonderful State, and hence­
forth dwell together in unity, under a Government that knows no 
North, no South, no East, no West, but that is • one and inseparable, 
now and forever.' 'J 
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