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OsawaTouE, Kansas Ter, Avg. 14|

L. IncaLLs, Exq. X I

Dear Sir—An intelligeot neighbor «f wine’
of the Siuciety of Friends, who has lived seven

or cight years in this territosy aad is acquainted

ia Missouri, ssys that from alwmost every foray

into Kansas, men return disgusted,saying that the

’amleuf things had been tisre;resented to thew,’
and that they will never come again. I have no
doubt that (;mny believe Free Stats men to be
ail vegro-thicves, Erery Northera mao knows
better.  Yet it is true, that, goaded to despers-
tion,the Free Stato men of Kansas, have sowe-
tires killed those who ud shown themselves to
be epewies and have sometimes taken from pro-
slavery men horses to replace those which had
been stulen from themselves. 1t is aleo true,
that, having no redress for wroegs in the Courts,
they have followed the example set them long
ago by the other r:my}:\ud driven ofl’ by lhreutsi
and force troublesomd peighbors. This seems!
now to Lo the order of the day and tu be the'
Eonl:,' way to be even with Missouri for settiag 2
Z aiil-net in the Missouri river to cateh Free State
‘ wen.  In my last Dienticned thata compary of
 Georgians had epcamped near Osawotamie. I
’luu. _been told that Lut few of them even pre-
; tended to tuke claims and come siid they were
 hired to core and stay till after the pext election. !
 Some of them found they were engaged in a
i worse business thun they supposed and left,
others found thetselves in need of more money |
: One Frov State wan’
1 On Friday
|

|

|

\

and stule some horses.
was arrested without apy process.

evening, Aug. 8, their encampment was broken
up, the poople driven off;, their provisions taken |

or destroyed and their fort burnt. S0 far as |
<now, no person was burt.  Some of the Geor.
ginns, anticipating an attack, had already left —
On Mopday foilowing, it was said that 4 compa-
oy of two or three hundred Slissourians was
seen ou the prairie over the Qsage.  For some
days the people of Osawatomie held themselves
in readiness to defend themselves, but no attack
was made.  Since then we have had rumers of
fighting near Lawrence, full accounts of which
will 0o doubt reach you through other channelz.
Reporl says that the U. 8. Dragoons rode in be-
tween the parties, but that they continued shoo’-
ing on esch side of the Dragoons, and that the;

officers, findiog their efforts useless, had cailed!
all the troops into Fort Leavenworth. This|
week we had no mail from Kansas city. Al our!
letters and papers frow the Eust come by this:
mail, which comes only once a_week. The car- i
rier who lives in O, undersl.mdlnn' that his life|
bad been threatened, sent another man. He did ;
oot return, and now the carrier has been r'nne;
hinself three or four days and Yas not retarned. : :
Some neighbors, formerly from Missouri, who |
did not consider their horses safe here went this !

week to take them back.

Oae of them has re-|
turned and reports two or threo thousand men
marching irto the territory from Westport. Part ;
of them it is said, are designed for Osawatomic.
Probably there are not quite so masy. Rumer!|
also says that the Free State men intend to take !
Lecompton. Gen. Lane is said to be in the ter-;
ritory and I think there is to be more fighting
than ever.

Those whom [ mentioned in my last as being |
sick are recovering. The health of myself and
tamily has been uninterroptedly good, with an.
exception heretofore mentioned.

Yours truly,

JoH C

OsawaToMtg, Ang.
L. Ixaarrs, Exq.,

Dear Sir,=My last is still by we, for we arc;
cut off from all dircet commuenication with the
East, our mail-carrier being, a3 we understand,
a prisoner in Westport or Kansas city, and the;
man lie sent “ gone down the river,” which may '
mean on a log as well as on a steamboat, or it
may meac—gone to the bottom. I intend to.
send both letters through Nebraska, Gen. Lane!
is in the territory.  He brought in through Towa.
some five or six hundred, including some of those ,
whom the Missourizcs sent back. There are
now in Kansas, about fifteen hundred Free State
men weil armed. Night before last we had a
hundred of them within forty rods of us—two
of them in our tent. Last week they broke up
three “hornet’s nests” They gave us soms‘
Dparticulars. A Col. Titus, who rcceived his ap-
i pointment from the bogns legislature, had, near

27, 1856.

rests not on hearsay.

fground,
+and has been kept a prisoner at Lecompton all

“and could not find any.”

!the wmail carrier, returned

“hundred and twenty-five.
and had a cannon.
" Brown, son of Caplaia Brown, Garrison, ard

Osn‘nomz, Sept. 1. 1856.

i L. Incavris, esq.,
Drar Six:—My last two ere etill in my handy,

bat 1 have matter to write, “and matter that
I have stood on the hill
“near our teut and secu the smoke and James
riso from house after house until Osawatowmie

.is not wuch but ashes. I bave helped to bury
“tlio desd and take care of the wounded. |

have helped to extinguish the flames ot our

‘house, which has escaped with ouly a large

hole burned through the floor. Ten or twelve
houses, two stareg, one grocery, a law office, a
block hiouse, o house built for a school-house
and place of worship, and several other houses
have becu burned ; the post office plundered,
the letters examined and  scattered over the
prairie, wost of the provisions of the place
burned, loads ot plunder carried off, and, more
than all, four mnen, aud perhaps wore, killed
and three wounded.  This has been done not
without luss to the Missourians. They carried
away three wagon loads of dead snd wounded.
But to resume the thread of my narrative.—

_The men who went to Sugar Creek returned,

and most of those who lived in and about
Lawrence, went on home.  Besides the arrived
{ree-state men of the place, a few others re-
miained with Capt. Johu Brown sen., whose
name is 2 terror to Missourians.  His house,
and thut of his son Juson were burned to the
1is son, Johu Brown jr., was taken

sumnier, though the proof is abundant that he
was many wiles from the place at the time.—
: Ho reccutly met one of our pro-slavery neigh-
i bors who was fleeing to Missouri aud  told him
thut Lie was John Brown, and  told Lim to go
to Missouri ¢ and tell the Missourians, he was
ready for them.  The poor fellow shook till, asa
, he altnost shook his breeches off.  But
Capt. Brown like other men, was readereditoo
confident by success. My Quaker neighbor
liiw lust Sriday and teia it he musi be careful
or the Missourians would be upon ‘him. “ Oh
suid, he had scoured ell the country
The men of Osawa-
towie, thovgh they had had a watch most or all
of the nights since the irruption in June, and
had built a black bouse, had no organized mil-
itary company. On Friday night Mr. Yeltor,
after a detention of
two wecks by the Missourians. Fe brought
news ot the approach of a large body of Mis-
sourians. Osawatomio is most favorably situa-
! ted for defense against small arms, it is between
Itwo streams, botlt of which are deep and have
i high steep banks. There is a ford across the
{ Osage river to the north and one across the Pot-
awatomic on the nerth, with no other means of
crossing except by swimwing, or in Lwo or three
"dug-outs. There is not another ford onthe Os-
age tll you get up four or five miles. Both
streams are skirted with tiwber and the village
was in the prairie between. The Missourians
were E\pected by way of the lower ford on the
. Osage. Capt. Brown, with a part of the men,
who were not more than thirty in all crossed thal
Oszage on Friday night to meet them. On Satur-
‘ day morning about six o’clock the Missourians
maude their appearance between the streams west
" of the town, having crossed the ford above.—
| They were led by Rev.! Mr. White an invalid
: Baptist preacher, who lives somewhere between
here and Lawrence. Some who counted them
as they passed made the number about three
They were mounted
Three young men, Fred.

buy

0n0," hie

Cutter had come with dispatches from Law.
rence, and were staying a mile west of the
village. Cutter stepped out and addressed their
advance sconts.  T'hey fired on Lim, and he fired
and then Hed to the bushes with Garrison.—
They pursued. He being on foot and they on
horsebak. he saw no chance of saviog himself
but by throwing himseif down in the bushes and
! nppearing to be dead. They came up and fired
two charges of buckshot and a bullet into his
thigh, breaking it in the middle. They then pur-
sucd and killed Garrison. Returning, one of them

“dismounted, kicked Cutter, turned him over, and

said “ te breathes. I wish my gon was E)xded
tand 1 would put & buliet through his head. »
“ Let him rip,” said another, * he'll dis fast
enough,” and away they went. )

Fred. Brown was shot while crossing the road,

Lecompton, a fort or block-house, and about! The Missourians came on to the town and as
forty men, who got their living by stealiog horses | they came against the west end of it the hand
&e., from Free State men.  Abount forty of the' full of Free State men fired on them from the
Free State men in advance of the main body, fell ! “timber on the North. ]'- threw them into some
i with his scouts, ard without waiting for L}.e disorder, but they so0n mlhed 2 part dismount-

main hody to eome up, pursued them to the fort. !
Here they were fired upon, and every fourth man
wounded and their captain killed.

‘to put the balls into and through the fort, knocL-
ing ont the logs from the back side. In about
‘ two Liours the men within crivd for quarters.—
\

 Col. Titus, who was badly wounded, and Clark.
 the Potawatomie Indian agzent. Shannon came
to plead for the lives of the prisoners.
told him they were not barbarians,
changed the peisoners for five Free State men
'and a cannon.

At another place they found a fort so strong.
that had resistance heen made they eould hot
| have taken it, but the men fled on their approach.
‘On entering, they found a breakfast table set
-most temptiogly.  They thought there might be '
aedicene with the fond, and preferred to take
“only one at a time.
found underneath, a colored man.
some women in houses near, and asked themn

near there a short time before.
first, knew nothing about it!

The women at
After being threat.

i +ned, they knew all abont it, and toid where the

mn was buried.  On going to the place, they '
} found the body picrced with several shot holes,
}!he skall broken in and the face hlackened, to
prevent recognition.

only with a few sads.  After another job of this
<ind, hearing that Osawatemie was threatened |
with an attack they marched this way, and ar-
rived on Saturday or Sunday,

Here there was
nothing to do, there being no enemy near. !
and the worst of dur pro-slavery men having fled.
[t was reported that on Sugar Creck, twenty |

miles north, the pro.siavery mea to the number:
of cighty, were determined to destroy a Free i
Niate store which was defended by aboat foriy-
They started towards evening, intending to tra-
vel oll night.  issing their way, they came near
us and halted, and finally concluded to wait til}
morning.  The next day about noon, they found
a camp of pro-siavery men, abontmgh.y in nom,

ber, jnst beyand Middle Creek. four or five mils

from:ere. The advance guard of the Free State

When the
main bodv ecame up with a canoon, they hcgan‘

About twenty prisoners were taken, including

They !
They ex-

They tore up the floor and’
They found

about a Free State man whe had been murdered -

The body was covered:

| ed, and advanced into the w oods, the cannon be-
wan to pour in grape shot, and after o contest of
fifteen or twenty minutes, the Iree State men
were obliged to swim ncross the '()5102 One
man by lht. name of Powers, from Ogle Co., IlL.,
was killedin the river, by a ball through the
breast, and two Osawatomie men were wounded,
not dangerously, while climbing the opposite
ibank. Two or three more have not been seen
since, aod may have been shot in the river. Af-
ter their victory, the Missourizns proceeded to
rifle the houses and stores, opened a safe by
means of their cannon and carried off its con-
i tents, robbed the Post Office, tere off the envel-
opes of the letters and threw the contents away,
saving, it is probable, whatever money thers
might be.  More than a hundred letters were
“ found after their departure and the enveloprs of
many more. They then began to burn the hon-
ses.  About an hour was occapied in this bus-
iness. A white flag was seen on two houses
and these were spared.  As some of them ap-
proached the east end of the village near the
woods, 2 brave old man fired upon them and they
withdrew, supposing there might be a consider-
sable force in that quarter.  Four or five houses
were probavly saved in this way. In all there
may remain cight or ten including one that burn-
ced so elowly that the fire was extinguished an
hour or more after the Missourians wore out of
izht, with only a hole through the floor.
“Soon ns the Missourians were out of sight
i two or three neighbors with myself visited the
‘town. We found it desolate eoongh. The men
who were sick with fever and chills had only
! withdrawn into the woods and came back soon.
i Two of those who went with me had been sick,
; aud except myself, there was hardly s well man
i tnere. Those who had Leen fighting after cross-
ing the river, accreted themselves and having no
means of ascertaining whether the Missonrians
had left were slow to leave their hiding plsces
“and did not all come in till the nfternoon of the
vext day. Oa Sabbath, P. M., the four] have
mentioned were interred in plain reugh boxes
just as they had fallen.
Sept. 5d.—Three men of those in the battle,
besides those mentioned did not retumn and we

men first surprised and took the sconts of the ' feared that they had been shot in crossing the
other party, and then fell in with a :Xetnchmem river. One of them, Mr. Geo. Partridge, who
who were retaming from Potawatomie, 8 rnles was rescued from the Misseurians at Middle
‘west of Osawatomit with a prisoner, a Mr, Psn- Creek, was found in the river and yesterday I
ridge,whom they had taken sick from his bed. Ther assisted in bnrrying him. Another,a Mr. Thom-
free state men oniy six in nnmber gave charge!as, of C hemnng Cu.,N. Y., who came out when
r:n:lvl'(:‘lgr:velu ll‘!u“‘hm -rn :{hr‘ eamp, and (!hf' pro ela-' I did, was sick and was advlsen’ rot to go out,
v o i
fourteen pruom-r»cwr r(-"::l‘::na?fch?:l‘lnzn;\r?::t‘ but he said he wonld go wnd do what he conld.
lawyer from Fort Scott wivo had his leg badly’ e was donbtiesa killed or taken prisoner. The
broken.  Whetherany of the pro-slavery men ; powder flink of the other was found near_the
w::‘e!kl";g g not "2"“':" \ l'h;s fn(:le xm:.e men - river with indentations made by shot, Another,
w on ugar Creek but foond nothing to! Tati;
do. The prominent pro-slavery men from fn(h i :“Hl:::;:;? ;:dv:,.yc :,::; :;‘::‘;?,3:::’ ,i::
1 118 y

Middle Creek and Sagar Creek have fled.
Yours traly, J.H.C Iby a marderous hand. Feé and his wife staid



