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JOHN BIRTH, ANCESTRY, 13 

recollections extended also to his Connecticut home. 
Hudson was a notable community of sturdy Ameri
can people of anti-slavery convictions.' 

At sixteen John Brown joined the Congregational 
Church Desiring to 

!"cvisited Torrington 
Jeremiah Hallock, married 

a relation. John Brown to fit 
for school of his Moses 
Hallock, Plainfield, Massachusetts. His uncle, Her
mann Hallock, D.D., was soon after made president 
of Amherst College, to which the sturdy student 
would have gone, but for a serious inflammation 
of the eyes from overstudy, compelling him to go 
back tanyard in In De-
cember, Hermann Hallock, 
Gerard, Moses Hallock, 
editor York Journal as 
follows: 

"Your youngest brother does remember John 
Brown, who studied at our house. He was a tall, 
dignified young man. He had been a tanner, and 
relinq uished a prosperous business for the purpose of 
intellectual improvement." 

Soon after John Brown's return to Hudson, Ohio, 
he married wife, Dianthe 
1820. childbirth, 
were SIX children of this 
whom, 

I See Appendix for the autobiography written for the son of 
George L. Stearns, of Boston, Massachusetts. 
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J:ROWCS. 

still lives, residing at Put-in-Bay Island, Lake Er;e, 
Ohio; Jason Brown, living at Pasadena, California, 
was born January 19, 1823; Owen Brown, born 
November 4, 1824, died in 1890; Ruth (Mrs. Henry 
Thompson), at Pasadena, 
1829; and Brown, December 

August 30, 
Mary Anne Day, 

Pennsylvania, John Brown became 
of thirteen children, seven of whom died in child
hood; two, \Vatson and Oliver, were slain at Harper's 
Ferry, and four others have survived. These are 
Salmon Brown, born October 2, 1836; Anne, born 
September 23, 1843; Sarah, born September I I, 1846; 
and Ellen, 25, 1854. An Sarah, 
and Ellen Cruz and Humboldt 
California; 
Bluffs to 

Red 
all 

married and families. was 
the father children, seven of still 
living. The living grandchildren !lumber twenty-six. 

John Brown was farmer, tanner, and land surveyor 
at Hudson, Ohio, until 1826, then at Richmond, near 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, residing there until 1835. 
He then removed to Franklin Mills, Portage County, 
Ohio, where speculated in lost 
heavily in 1837, and in 
a new of wool-growing 
driving also a herd of 
to Connecticut. he purchased 
nucleus of what became a great flock. In 1840 he 
ret4rned to Hudson, where his father, Owen Brown, 
lived until 1856. In 1842 Brown removed to Rich-
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U1RTH, ANCES'fRY, 

about sixty years of age, being then but fifty-five. In 
his address he spoke of four sons already settled in 
Kansas, and of three others (Salmon, vVatson, and 
Oliver) who wished to join them, but were unable to 
pay their Territory. John refer-
ring to the of the 
Abolition 
be done, 
ding of no remISSIOn will 
of the Puritan was finding speech. He asked for arms 
for the sons already in Kansas, reading lett'ers from 
the two eldest that gave evidence of the violent spirit 
of the pro-slavery people. John Brown pledged him
self to go to Kansas with his three remaining sons, 
and" to report of their "; th is he 
certainly funds were ex-
penses of of the Brown enter 
upon the field. On the 
Smith in session presented 
seven muskets bayonets, seven repeating 
pistols, and seven short broadswords-such as were 
then worn by artillerymen or sailors; a small purse 
was also given him,-sixty dollars had been collected 
the day before. The presentation of arms was a con
stant feature of Kansas meetings of that period 
on both Mason and Dixon"s John 

already making thei the 
They had selected 

brothers, J 011 
with serving in conven
tions. J ohu, Jr., was also elected to the free· State 
Legislature, which convened soon after at Topeka. He 
and Frederick were delegates to the Big Springs Con-
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JOHN BROWN. 

thereof, while gratefully acknowledging the favor. 
F,;ederick Douglass's narrative is the earliest in time 
of knowledge, as it is also a most cogent account of 
John Brown's views and plans. The first public ac
count however, by title 

Before," as a 
published early in 

busy life that as 
stated Thoreau, declared paper of 
mine to be" as positive a contribution to American 
history as John Brown's autobiography (also first 
presented by Mr. Redpath) was to the historical 
literature of the English language." 

Soon after Frederick Douglass returned from his 

versation, 

and had begun 
New York, 

Nortlt Star, he 

very deep impression' on his mind. Other 
men of prominence, and Douglass names Loguen and 
Garnett especially, in speaking of him, would drop 
their" voices to a whisper," and what they said made 
Frederick" \'ery eager to see and know him." Being 
invited Ii at Springfield, for 
it was they spoke of, 
there in was surprised 
plainness the Browns 
the family all appearance 

I See Appendix. 

t Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, pp. 337-43, Chap. 8: 
383-85, Chap. 10. De Wolf, Fiske & Co., Boston. 1893. . 
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AND PLANS. 31 

suasive and judicious of these shall go down to the 
fields from time to time, as opportunity offers, and 
induce the slaves to j0ill them, seeking and selecting 
the restless and daring." With care and skill he 
deemed that hundred good men could be 

ilardily, wel! armed, 
His original 

partisan leaders. 
entrenched in 

whose he knew well having 
surveyed for Oberlin College, in 1840, the lands that 
had been granted that institution, the area of work 
would be extended, slaves run off in large numbers 
and from variolls directions, while retaining the hardy 
and brave fighting men. Of course, he designed to 
subsist on slave-holders." If the 
this way of one county, 
whole system be weakened 
Bloodhounds employed, but 
killed as hunters. He did 
over any considerable area, the means of snbsistence 
could be cut off. Besides such men as he would train 
could carry subsistence enough for several days. 
They would live on game, could make jerked beef, 
find roots, use the wild fruits. Unnecessary fighting 
was no part Brown's plan. well 

equally with was 

of the southern 
range, not at Harper's Ferry, though from 
the outset he undoubtedly had that point in view as 
a place of possible attack. He anticipated also being 
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JOHN BROWN. 

Brown, that the latter" soon after his coming, asked 
me to get him two smoothly planed boards, upon 
which he would illustrate with a pair of dividers, by 
a drawing, the plan of fortification which he meant to 
adopt in . . . These be 
so arranged 
passages, 
easily fallen 
tain Brown at Black Jack, for 
concealment and from which to make his first attack. 
His tactics were the revt;rse then, as a rule, of such as 
govern regular army operations when conducted on 
a considerable scale. 

From 1847 to r855 no mention has been found be-
yond the of John Brown's 
plans. time was spent 
mountain North Elba, or at 
New York, the lawsuits 
lowed his wool business 
.Massachusetts. It is singular, in view of the subse
quent relations of Amos A. Lawrence to John 
Brown's Kansas activities, and his later denunciation 
of the old fighter's memory, under the inspiration of 
ex-Governor Charles Robinson's morbid and morti-

well as of Eli Thayer's as a 
public man, Brown's wool bank-
ruptcy, and severe poverty, have 
directly the trade combination which 
the Lawrence dealing and firm 
of New the center. 
Perkins & Brown was organized, as sheep-growers, 
raising good breeds and fine wool, and subsequently 
undertaking to deal in American \\'ools as presented 
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ANn PLANS. 37 

for market, under the system of graded qualities 
which John Brown first invented. The wool tariff 
and its custom service was practically based upon the 
idea of the Ohio sheep farmeL In the Springfield 

bales consigned Brown 
were marked to indicate In 

were remover! 
by bribery of that 

as of one grade, 100, 

of a low class. The New England dealers and manu
facturers had steadily monopolized the market by 
this practice of rating American wool in but one low 
class or grade. John Brown broke it up, but his 
opponents broke him up also. He afterwards en-
tered suit buyers, won York 
case and cond ucted in 
of compromise without his 
claimed, His New York tes-
tified after famous alike, 

of his business 
action and to the earnestness also with which he 
watched the progress of the fugitive sla\-e agitation, 
then at its height. In 1854 he was only pre\-ented by 
threat of throwing up his case on the lawyers' part, 
at a critical moment therein of carrying out his desire 
to leave Boston to the 
Anthony 
Nebraska 

But, " His 
ing on." of battling up
roar of hilarious camps, amid the solemn savagery of 
the battle shock, ~aming with its mighty "Halle
lujah Chorus" through all the thundering octaves of 
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CHAPTER nr. 

KANSAS OVERTURE. 

Slavery under arms-Freedom arousing-Slow advance 
and savage persecution-John Brown's frittlds alld 
foes-Relations of the hero to the conflict-Recruits 
who cameJO confidants who sustained-What is said
Service without murmur made or plaudits gained. 

not old as the He 
his prime on 

But repression endurance wears, con-
flicts of the scars that are indel-
ible. John who had never been young with 
the pride of May, or known the joyous riot of June, 
was older than his fifty-five years when called to 
action in that fateful summer of 1855. He knew the 
summons of God had come at last, and he was ready. 
With the captain were his sons, John, Jason, Owen, 
Frederick, Watson, 
Henry his brothers-in-law, 
Mr. Adair, living at 
and Mr. his wife's brother 
eldest and Ellen, the 
Jr., and Jason, with children-one having died while 
these emigrants were passing through Missouri. At 
first they were refused permission to bury the little 
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JOHN DROWN. 

down giving us directions in the. event of firing being 
required. We heard some shots from Mount Oread 
and from a field to the East also where the Stubbs 
where. This firing confused the Missourians of whom 

Then, as the were 
range, a commotion 

the arrival of 
with two United States 
Lieut.-Col. George Cooke, 
ginian, who remained faithful in after years to his flag 
and country. He was a courtly old gentleman, fair 
and loyal, and lowe an apology to his name for some 
harsh things written at that period. I think Captain 
Sackett, afterwards Inspector-General U. S. A., was in 
command squadrons. of 

down Reid's 
the fight did not 

John Brown " having 
and encouragement, at least, prepared 
stubborn always said he 
mand "; so far as my knowledge goes, no one else 
did. I remember. how the Governor and his troops 
failed to prevent the sky being reddened in those sun
down hours with fiercel- hues than even a prairie sun
set brings. for the Missourians in their baffled rage 
set to work every free-state build-
ing in that evening I 
ride with of warning 
and taking-the road not 
for traveJ-I most vividly stum 
Brown's bivouac, several miles west of Lawrence. He 
had left immediately on Geary's arrival, disappear
ing as suddenly as he had appeared that day. With 
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THE KANSAS OVRRTUR& 59 

On his way out of Kansas, during the last two 
weeks of September, 1856, John Brown traveled part 
of the road with deputy United States marshals and 
troops sent to arrest him, as well as to intercept the 
second body Mis
souri ruffians' 
to march Iowa from the 
arresting idea that this 
with his sons, could be the par-
tisan leader they all dreaded. Colonel Whipple 
(Aaron D. Stevens) ,vas moving northward also with 
an armed free-state party, on parallel lines, but avoid
ing observation from the Federal force. Captain 
Brown was in Nebraska before the beaten deputies 
learned of He was in the Ne-

Northern train by 
S. C. Pomeroy, F. 

Tappan, Redpath, and 
Iowa muskets, charge of Pardee 
ern preacher who had been run out of Kansas by bor
der ruffians at Atchison, had already got through in 
safety. It fell to my lot to meet and convoy Butler 
to Topeka. Governor Geary's policy at that date was 
to save the Democratic party, and bring about the 
election of Buchanan. By 
free-state and by the aid 

th is charge that did with the Judge 
doctrine, and number of indictments 
als, including Charles Robinson, and also bills against the free
state hotel and printing-offices in the town of Lawrence, which a 
few days later were destroyed. [Sanborn's" Public Life of John 
Brown," pp. 337.) 
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FROM POTTAWATOMIE. 65 

ment. The currents of life are not made of perfumes. 
War is a stern teacher; a sterner master. vVhen its 
wrath is righteous, may it not be most just? When 
governed by conviction and engaged in human service, 
its seeming without question) 
ible decision be implacable. 
some things than life itself: 
lege attempts the Ark of the 

With the passage of the Missouri Compromise in 
May, 1820, there begun a long series of slave-holding 
aggressions, which culminated politically in the enact
ment of the" Nebraska BilL" The compromise of 
1820--repealed in r8S4-declared: 

"That in all that territory, ceded by France to the 
United States name of Loui 
lies north of 
the limits of 
eryand 
punishment 
prohibited." 

Latitude, not 
contemplated by 

servitude, otherwise 
shall be, and 

John Brown was in his twentieth year when this 
Missouri Compromise was hailed by the slaveholders 
as a trium ph. Good people in the North believed it 
would settle peacefully a great issue. vVithin a few 
years Missouri, aid of a National 
tion, violated impunity and almost 
The Platte became a breed 

to free soil 
to slavery in 'thirties, it was, duri Cid\ 
"Var, the supporter of bushwhacking and a hotbed of 
secession sympathy. The young man, turned from 
the pulpit training he sought by an affection of the 

5 
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66 JOH:-': IlROWl\. 

eyes, became farmer, tanner, and merchant; above all 
he watched and brooded over the course of events. 
To him the Declaration of Independence was almost 
as sacred as the Hebrew Scriptures and the Gospel 
of Christ. the long line by 

enduring 
They came 

[ina campaigns against 
surrender marooned" negroes 
moval of Indian tribes beyond the Mississippi and 
the Missouri, in order that slave territory might be 
organized or the central continental movement of 
Northern settlers might be checked; the seizure and 
annexation of Texas; the 'War with Mexico and the 
spoliation uf her territory; the passage of the Fugitive 
Slave to the admission 
free the rending 

so-called " 
central feature of 

dark and lurid of 
third of a century seemed to have escaped the notice 
of John Brown. I heard him tell one evening at the 
home of Augustus \VattIes, Moneka, Kansas, the 
obscure and forgotten stories of "Isaac," "Denmark 
Vessy," "Nat Turner," and the" Cumberland Re .. 
gion" Vir-
ginia, perfectly 
familiar slave-
catchers 
Hayti 
Owen Lovejoy was a part of his own experience, 
and he had seen the principal riots against the 
Abolitionists. As an illustration of how he had fo1· 
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JOH~ BROWN. 

Territory had been overridden by the invasion of more 
than four thousand Missourians \vllo occupied the polls 
and elected a citizen of Texas as delegate to Congress 
from Kansas. Before John Brown's sons had started for 
the West, even Eli Thayer, Everett 
Hale, La wrence, Thomas other 

had organized 
Aid within certain 
excellent free Kansas, the Carolina 
nullifiers had publicly organized an association to aid 
" armed" emigration to Kansas. 

·When the first legal election was called in Kansas, 
John Brown had taken no public step beyond appear
ing with his sons four months before in defense of 
Lawrence, yet, in March, 1855, over six thousand 
armed marched into Kansas took pos-
session The enrolled num-
bered ci tizens, 
defied sl ewe-sus-
tamIng only in codes 
for the control of the freed people which were adopted 
in South Carolina, Mississippi, and the other South
ern States, and which President Johnson sought to 
" restore" direct from the blistering furnace of civil 
war. 

After 

as a 
fashioned for 

came the secession 

and the 
people, 

code 

Stale, were determined to push their cause to the 

I S~e Appendix for eXlracls from" The Border-Ruffian Code." 
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POTT A W ATOMIE. 81 

clearly that the border-ruffian forces were but pup
pets moved on the board of secession politics, and 
this understanding far more than any personal threats 
or possibilities, moulded his acts. He kept himself 
thoroughly of their purposes. 
the first Lawrence (the second 
under Quantrill 1863), the 
com parativeiy 
public appearance 
ceding chapter, with his sons he the 
defense of Lawrence in December, 1855. But at 
Osawatomie, and among the free-state settlers on 
the Pottawatomie, this grave, quiet man was regarded 
with increasing confidence. He made no preparations 
for a continued residence, and was constantly moving 
about, often in Missouri the 
border with 
surveying 
United States 
on the goose 
camps he was constantly appearing. He allowed 
them to think as they wished, shaping his replies to 
questions, so as to add to their confidence. Salmon 
and Oliver, his two younger sons, generally accom
panied him. In this way, during the early spring 
months, he thoroughly posted the 
purposes of but as to the 
pended upon. 
initiative post and 
William Sherman South Germans. for 
some time before the Territory lVas opened to settlers, 
had been employed by Ottawa Jones, the leading 
member of an Indian tribe, so named, who were civil-

6 
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the Sherman's place was the center of proposed oper
ations against the free-state people and cause. These 
operations did not materialize, because the material 
was missing. The Federal Judge, Cato, held court 
there, and 
number of 

II. H. Williams, 
men who had become prominent. 

The summary removal of Judge Cato, who pre
sided, was afterwards demanded by Governor Geary 
because of his aiding to prevent the arrest of the 
murderer Coleman, who, besides slaying Dow and 
Stewart, was party to the David 
Buffum. 

No one 
Captain 
filled with 

pro-slavery agen ts 
Scores of pages 

this, but one staternent 

as 
be 
be 

sufficient. In conversation with E. A. Coleman, now 
living near Lawrence, Captain Brown in reply to 
questions about some of the circumstances that 
doubtless led more directly to the Pottawatomie slay
ing, said in 1856 in the Coleman cabin near Osawa
tomie and just before the battIe thereof: 

my arrest. 
decided it best 

tell you all 

of it, we held a 
and give myself up. 

went with me as dispatcher, so if they served the warrant on me, 
the others of our company were to come inte} court and hand me 
two revolvers. The court was to be summarily adjourned, but 
the court had weakened and left before I got there." 
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PREPARATION CHANGE IN KANSAS. 109 

directly at the busy men who were educating the 
North to the real condition of affairs. The commer
cial free-state politicians and writers who have since 
those days falsified the record and abused the men 
whose unflinching made it possible 
be safe in trade real-estate jobbery, were 
seen aiding in these 
divide the free-state 
tion of the by the Missouri 
and then enforced chiefly by the armed men Buford had 
brought from the further South, in the guise of the 
United States marshals and court posses. Governor 
Geary soon saw the futility of tampering with our 
integrity or dealing with the enemies of Kansas. As a 
result he was to retire from the 
office and Settlers from the 

citizens were the population. 
town booms arose, and the want of titles or means of 
perfecting them, as well as other administrative agen
cies, became seriously felt. The divergencies thus 
created were doubtless inevitable. Business accepts 
expediency as its rule. Barter and profit control its 
action. The dispute made hot contention. Every 
attempt to get the trouble was 
Geary's successor, Robert J. 'Walker, 
secretary, 
Tennessee 
became friends 

Stanton, 
able gentlemen, 

free-state 

I Geary did a little in that direction, but Walker and Denver, 
who followed. were active. 
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116 JOHN BROWN. 

States of the South during the Civil War, was vice
chairman. I am indebted to Mr. Hurd for an inter
esting paper which will in large part be given in this 
chapter. The first evidence of his arrival, is found 
in letters vVebster and Horace 
ing elate the 25th and 
In one of 
tain Brown the 
~upplies much consequence the 
danger of losing them," a suggestion which illustrated 
his practical sagacity, as will be seen from what fol
lows. 

Horace White's 
that "Theodore 
Briggs 

crowded 
Puritan 

letter mentions to Captain Brown 
Parker, of Boston," was at the 

wished to meet was 
significant as any 

begun, from 
Brown's days. 

heen, outside only 
to a few colored men and women of character, and to 
his fast friend, Hon. Gerrit Smith, of Peterboro, New 
York, as one of the most vigorous and determined of 
I'esistant Abolitionists. 

In order to apprehend more fully the conditions 
which affected, or marred the he had 
undertaken 
of the 

some 
other 

Northern opera-
tion or progress at John 
Brown's appearance in Chicago. date 
(last of October, r856) several armed emigrant trains 
were congregated in Nebraska, on the northern bor
der of Kansas. Among other members were Richard 
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124- JOHN BROWN. 

slavery would never be peacefully abolished, but must be 
washed out with blood: and he adwcated such a course on the 
part of the Committee as would bring on open hostilities be
tween the North and the South. It was my opinion at the time 
that John Gerrit Smith were 
that Me that that was 
slayer}". 
therefore 
Mr. Brown 
!\1r. Brown 
was his intention to invade a slave State; to which he replied, 
that he would not disclose to the Committee his intentions; 
that most of those present knew him well, and they would ha\'e 
to trust to him in that matter. If they were not willing to do 
that, he advised them not to grant him anything. The. Massa
chusetts Committee thereupon requested to be permitted to 
withdraw Sharpe's rifles, then from the 

for the purpose of 
National Committee 

into the hands 

also at that meeting 
$5.000 in ll10ney and some clothing. The latter was furnished 
to him in Kansas hy the agent of the Committee, Mr. \Vhit
man, hut no money was given to him then. \Vhen he drew 
upon the Committee, the COlllmittee W;lS out of funds and 
ne\'er had the money to 1l1eet his drafts. That happened in 
this \\'ay: l11e('ting at the tll(' COll1-

against 
States 

Under his 
by dragoons 

United 

came iut,,! arrest Lane and otlu;rs» " yea" 
stood laughing at the cheering 

the troops. The National Kansas Committee carried Fremont's 
election 011 their shoulders, jllst as Governor Geary believed on 
his arrival in Kansas that the election of Buchanan depended 
upon him. 
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JOHN BROWN ;\IAKING FRIENDti. 13 1 

and the humble dwelling at North Elba was in some 
degree repaired and made more habitable. That was 
all.' The largest contributors, then, to John Brown's 
enterprises were certainly George L. Stearns and 
Gerrit Smith. Jackson Merriam, 
recruit at the farm, who gave 

ou btless the next 
utor. Stearns were devotedly 
for they placed, the early summer 
some personal inconvenience, the sum of $7,000 to 
John Brown's credit. It was never drawn against, as 
the Captain did not feel that when conditions 
changed from those under which he considered the 
generous proffer to have been made, that he had the 
right to use matter :vhat may 
have been. 
gave in arms 
bly more, to 

In a later 

family, however, 
not less than $7,500, 

and his cause. 
date October Mr. 

White makes quite clear the matter of the purchase 
of arms from the funds of the National Committee. 
He says: 

"A meeting was held in New York, January 25, 
1857, at which a statement of money received and ex-

printed in Mr. 
receipts and 
to money sent 

and family letters 
Historical Society, 

there are also 
all these I find 

but $4°3.10. I am not quite sure that the whole of 
promised to relieve the homestead was really ohtained. 
A. Lawrence raised $550, and probably Mr. Stearns and Gerrit 
Smith gave the balance. 
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JOHN BROWN. 

" eleven desperadoes," as he jestingly termed his father 
and their new comrades. 

John Henri Kagi, who had visited a short time 
at Camp Creek, Nebraska, with his father and sister, 

until 
April. 

to 
northern Ohio in John Brown, J r.'s, care. The orig
inal intention was to take part of the men to Ashta
bula County, Ohio, Hugh Forbes being expected to be 
in charge there, and Colonel Whipple (Stevens) 
remain behind among the Iowa Quakers. 'Vith the 

concentration 
most The men were 

small rate of 
week,' not 
exceeding work 
in addition to the drilling and gun practice they regu
larly followed. Stevens, a very competent drillmaster 
and swordsman, found apt pupils. Cook, who was 
almost a phenomenal marksman and had a passion 
for firearms, readily lec! the recurd at the tat·get. 
Stevens had served several years as a United States 
dragoon posts, and had Hch ot 
rough His lessons prac-
tical order. was no attempt 
of thei!' as Gill shows 
his" " the neighborhood 
stood that 'this band of earnest you ng men were pre-

1 See the account given by George B. Gill in the Appendix. 
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REACHING TO A CULMINATION. 173 

and last Harriet brought out several thousand slaves.' 
John Brown always called her" General, and once 
introduced her to Wendell Phillips by saying I 
bring you one of the best and bravest persons on this 

as we call her." Will
iam Lambert, who died in Detroit a few years since, 

very nearly one hundred years old, was another 
of those of the race who devoted themselves to the 
work for which John Brown hoped to strike a cul-
minating Between 1829 and 
years-William is reported to have aided in the es
cape 30,000 slaves. lIe lived in and was 
one of the foremost representatives of his people in 
both Michigan and Ontario. Underground-railroad 

chiefly at San-
dusky, and Detroit, led by broad and defined routes 

10 the border of Kentucky. Through 
that-State, into the heart of the Cumberland Moun
tains, northern Georgia, east Tennessee, and north
ern Alabama, the limestone caves of the region served 
a useful purpose. And it is a fact that the colored 

living Ohio were often bolder and more 
termined than was the rule elsewhere. The Ohio

routes probably served more fugitives than 
others in the North. The valley of the Mississippi 
was the most westerly channel, until Kansas opened 

bolder way of escape from the South west slave 
section. John Brown knew whatever was to he known 

.....all this unrest, and he also must have known of 

.. Harriet-The Moses of her People. By Sarah H. Bradford. 
George R. Lockwood, New York, 1886. Mrs. Tubman is still 
living Auburn, Y 







176 JOHN DROWN. 

ized Quaker, others a solid business man from • somewhere,' 
and without question a philanthropist. His long white beard, 
thoughtful and reverend brow and physiognomy, his sturdy, 
measured tread, as he circulated about with hands under the 
pendant coat skirts of plain brown tweed, with other garments 
to match, those honored with and 
knowing 
exalted 

Dr. 

the memory of a 
Voice from Harper's 

most 

9,) 

to 
be at variance with those made by Anderson, Gill, 
Realf, and Moffett, who were present. It must be 
borne in mind that Captain Brown had not only 
alternative methods of action in his own· mind, but 
ample reason for nol drawing the close attention even 
of friends which he most put 
into Ferry 
itself. had 
sources 
adversely 
the way in 

and, next, he sure of 
which his daring conception would be re-

ceived. 1 

The" Subterranean Pass \,yay" represented ideas 
and methods in accord with and enlarging the work 
on the underground railroad. The essential dif-
ference rescued fugitives runaways 
should or near to a Northern 

brought under 
educate Northern 

the other would 
the runaways defend themselves. 
from any other source of any such plan 

I See Appendix for extract from the Delany biography. 
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JOHN BROWN • 

.. The slaveholders were to be taken as hostages. if they 
refused to let their slaves go. It is a mistake to suppose that 
they were to be killed; they were not to be. They were to be 
held as hostages for the safe treatment of any prisoners of 
John Brown's who might fall into the hands of hostile parties . 

.. All non-slaveholders were to Those 
organization of but who 

would not were to be protected, who did 
oppose it treated as the slaveholders themselves . 

.. John "continued Realf. tbe pro-
ceedings. could be 
made; that it could be successfully maintained; that the sev
eral slave States could be forced (from the position in which 
they found themselves) to recognize the freedom of those who 
had been slaves within their respective limits; that immediately 
such recognitions were made. then the places of all officers 
elected provisional constitution vacant. and 
new elections be made. Moreover, 
to be paid officeholders under this 
purely out we supposed to 
for the it is a mistake 
his confession stated-and I now 
Brown's speech-that at the period of that convention the 
people present took an oath to support that constitution. They 
did no such thing. Dr. Delany. of whom I have spoken. pro
posed. immediately the convention was organized. that an oath 
should be taken by all who were present. not to divulge any of 
the proceedings that might transpire. whereupon John Brown 
rose and objections to such an had him-
self against taking all he 

that any person 
proceedings that might to 

which that 
over him. 

George B. Gill gives briefly his recollections, written 
to me, as follows: 
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A CULMINATION. 

" \Villiam Munroe, as president of the convention, signed the 
commissions issued. The sessions were not fully harmonious. 
There were some small points of difference, which were satis
factorily adjusted in the end. I only remember a few of the 
color~d men; amongst them was Dr. M. R. Delany, J. J. 
Jackson, \Vm. Chatham, G. J. 
dusky City. 
party. The 
necessity of I am, however, 
breviated notes in my memory 

" The main business of the convention was the adoption of 
a constitution, which Brown had already prepared, and the or
ganization of a provisional government under that instrument. 
The election of officers occurred on the roth. John Brown 
was, of course, elected commander-in-chief, Kagi, secretary of 
war, Realf, secretary of state, the treasurer was Owen Brown, 
and the secretary treasury was George 
of congress Alfred M. Ellsworth 
Anderson, colored. sure that Brown 

to the members 
more than in way. Indeed, I do 
ber that he gave more than the 
they could gather from the methocls of organization. From 
those who were directly connected with his movements he 
solicited plans and methods-including localities-of operations 
in writing. Of course, we had an almost precise knowledge 
of his methods, but all of us perhaps did not know just the 
locality selected by him, or, if knowing, did not comprehend the 
resources and 

Had John 
Ferry, the 

have been ing than even 
did come. was caused by 
letter of exposure to Senator Henry Wilson and some 
other leading politicians. Mr. Wilson bestirred him
self actively. He had been in Kansas some months 

loogIe 











1 " 





















200 JOHN BROW". 

led the general advance acruss the northern line uf 
Kansas from Nebraska, appeals had been made that 

JUH" BROW:" AT THE AGE OF 58, 

no arms were to 
be openly carried. 
o r it 1 e co m
pany, nder Martin 
Stowell and my

self,rebelled,clai m
ing the right as 
we phrased it, to 
carry Ollr weapons 
without conceal
ment, and we did 
it. III that advance 
party were two of 
the men afterwards 
slain in the Har
per's Ferry fight. 
One was \VillIam 
Henry! Leeman, a 

boy of eighteen 
years, from Maine, 
who h d b n 

working as a shoe
operator in Massa

joined 
in J n e, I 56, at 
\Vorcester, D r. Cut
ter's party of Mas

saehusetts men. turned back with them at Lex-

I His mi,ddle name, as designated by hi, parents, was" Pillsbury," 
his mother's maiden name. He afterward adupted .. Henry" and 
they acquiesced. 























RESCUE OF "llSSOURI SLAVES. 

traverse the roads which led them to Harper's Ferry 
and, for two of them, to death in Virginia. 

The promotion of James \V. Denver from Secre
tary to the position of Governor, was first followed 
by renewed arrest Captain 
and whether was any direct 
ment of the ruffians, the failure 
was followed by the killing 
ing at the Linn County, of 
victims of the Hamilton fury and bloodthirstiness. 
Immediately following, some arrests were made in 
connection with the trading-post crime, and for the 
two preceding assassinations of Denton and Hedrick, 
near Fort Scott. The arrested men were immedi-
ately released and Montgomery 
June 6th, a place. The 
away, and fatal occurred 
change of shots. 
slavery court 
executive. Governor Denver moved on Bourbon 
County.' 

Returning to John Brown's movements, my journal 

I Governor Denver left Lawrence June 9th with Charles Robin-
son, Judge John Richardson 
Lewis M. Tappall, (Cincinnati Gaztltf). 
for Fort Scott. joined the party at 

thus reported: 
States troops from 

2. The election officers in BOllrbon 
stationing of troops along the Missouri frontier to protect the 
settlers of the Territory from invasion. 4. The suspension of the 
execution of all old writs until their legitimacy is authenticated be
lor~ the proper tribunal. 5. The abandonment of the field by 
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212 JOHN BROWN. 

states that he remained in Lawrence from his arrival 
on the 25th of June to the morning of the 27th, when, 
with Kagi, the only one of his party who then accom
panied him, he left for Osawatomie. By invitation I 
afterwards him at the house brother-in

Adair.l A letter 
Boston and \Vorcester, 

and the 6th an 
account movements. I 
from Mr. Sanborn's volume the essential details. 
address is "Missouri Line (on Kansas Side)," and it 
states that" I am here with about ten of my men, 
located on the same quarter section where the terrible 
murders of the 19th May were committed." The ten 
men Owen, John 

Charles Plummer 
George B. Gill, of Kan-

party, with 
men with their lives 
murderous arms. These were the two Hairgroves, 
the blacksmith, Snyder, and John Mickel or Michael. 
The Captain assumed the name of "Shubel Morgan," 

Montgomery and his men, and all other parties 
whether pro-slavery. 

Montgomery immed iately accepted these 

violence 

and Judge Wright 
dissatisfied with the 

The Governor left 

of armed men, 

Fort 
The 

; Mont-
gomery ; the United States Scott, 
and Captain United States Army, 
Missouri border in Linn County.-" Annals of Kansas," D. H. 
Wilder. (The truce was not of long duration, however.) 

1 See Appendix for my paper, "Some Shadows Before." 
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MISSOURI SLAVES. 7 

to Capt. James Montgomery. A meeting was called 
on the 30th by the free-state people of Bourbon 
County, Montgomery attending. The sheriff started 
to arrest "Old Brown" on the same day. He 
living on the with four of 
Captain had 
posed call. men were 
posse, and arrival at "Snyder's, 
for surrender Stevens declared 
fight all of them, and prepared with three others to 
resist Sheriff McDaniel, who retired in good order. 
The next eighteen days were filled with excitement, 
ending on the 16th of December, with Montgomery's 
capture of Fort Scott, rescue of Ben Rice, and the 
killing of the 
Kagi, Hazlett! 
Ferry party! active in this 

For some was a lull, and 
startling shall leave one 
cipal actors therein, George B. Gill, to describe. In 
letters to me, recently revised, he says: 

"We occupied a log building on a claim owned by Mont
gomery's mother-in-law on the Little Sugar creek, and but a 
short distance from his own dwelling. Our family consisted of 
Brown, Kagi, Tidd, and Stevens-Montgomery was with us 
occasionally threw up some 
cade on the made a few 
between the house and called 

Paris, the county in 
indictment said to have been found by 

the Grand Jury. Brown accompanied us to the outskirts of 
the town, saying that he would hold himself in readiness if 
needed. Later, Captain Brown, accompanied by myself, visited 
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MISSOURI SLAVES. 

wrote his famous parallels," and was exceedingly anxious to 
move north at the safest time for traveling with the colored 
people. It was found impossible to move them, in considera
tion of Daniels's wife, she having given birth to a boy, who 
was christened • John Brown' Daniels. Dr. Blount, who 
had attended grow weary under 
sent a messenger moved as soon 

.. It must have about the 20th of 
we left Garnett. 
the colored folks. 

Mr. Gill then mentions Ottawa Jones's, Brown's Indian 
friend. Major Ahbott's, and a Mr. Grover's, near Lawrence, 
as some of their stopping-places. From Grover's point John 
Brown visited Lawrence, sold the oxen, which were probably 
butchered there, and hired a team or two to help the party 
through as far as Tabor, one of the teams eventually going as 
far as Springdale, I~awrence the old 
his finances, 

.. The colored 

Brown attended in town. We 
the evening of the 28th of January, I still being guide and guard, 
riding a fine stallion. which Brown had given Hazlett a forty 
acre land warrant for. The land warrant Gerrit Smith had 
sent Brown. and the stallion Hazlett had picked up down in 
Missouri. Brown afterwards sold it at auction, in Cleveland. 
Ohio. About midnight. and somewhere opposite Lecompton, 
on our way to men behind a fence. 
I could not tell 
old man rode, 
when I spoke. 

1 See Appendix. 

woke him up. He 

, It was at this time that Captain Brown had his last interview. 
and most remarkable interview, with William A. Phillips. (See 
Appendix.) 
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224 JOHN BROWN, 

a good lookout. No one troubled tJs, however, but I found out 
afterwards from sOllle prisoners we took at Holton, that they 
had actually amhushed us, but cou Id not conceive of ours being 
the outfit that they were looking for, until it was too late, no 
oxen, no guards, or if there were guards they were behind and 
of an , aile! it might be 

mO\'ement of some 
missed us. 

with John Ritchie. 
and were 

Holton, on what was then known as Spring Creek. A mes
senger was hurried back by Mr. Wasson, living there, to 
Topeka, and Col. Ritchie quickly raised a force, reaching Holton 
in the afternoon of the 31st, Vve found Brown and Stevens 
with the colored folks and teamsters ill log houses with one 
prisoner. We immediately organized and advanced towards 
the ford which was in possession supposed 

on its banks, 
un fordable. \Ve succeeded 

ever, and prisoners without 
This was Battle of the Spurs, 
kept a then allowed them 
It was these prisoners that it was reported were made by 
Brown to kneel and pray. There was no truth in this what
ever, as I guarded the prisoners myself. One of the prisoners, 
to show his bravado, commenced to swear as only a first-class 
expert could do, The old man hearing him said,' Tut, tut, you 
are not for if there is a God, it is wrong to speak 
His nalTie there is none it is foolish: 

.. One a Iso undertook to by 
abusing The Captain 
the cowardice a man unahle 
Some of party accompanied 
\Ve understood at this time that troops were in our rear in 
Kansas, and that there probably would be squads of armed and 
organized parties to either kill, arrest, or otherwise retard our 
advance. \Ve stopped over night at a Nebraska Indian settle-
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PREPARATIO~ AT TilE KE:-.INEIlV FARM. 247 

do not appear to be any wise thick with them; and do 110t ojtell 
be seen with mry such man. Get 1\1r. \Vatson to find out if he 
can, a trusty man or men to stop with at Hagerstown (if any 
such there be), as Mr. (Thomas) Henrie (A. D. Stevens) has 
gone there. come to 
burg and once. He can stop 
road at Hudson Jason's (Akron) for 
Carpenter probably) and Hazlett 
right and ready we can get our 
fixed; when we them to come on and 
I will pay Hazlett the money he advanced to 
for expenses tral'eling. Find yourself a comfortable, cheap 
boarding-house at once, \Vrite J. Smith & Sons, at Harper's 
Ferry. Inquire after your four Clcl'eland friends, and have 
them come on to Chambersburg if they are on the way; if 1I0t 

011 the road let them w<lit till we get a little better prepared. 
Be careful all persons. Do 
any more we advise you of 
hoard them." 

The" four friends" referred 
ability to . Lewis Sherrard 
John A. Copeland, of Oberlin, who did report for 
duty; Charles Langston and James H. Harris, of 
Cleveland, who were for some reason unable to come. 
The date of the foregoing must have been about the 
loth or 12th of July, as about that time Kagi first 
appeared in and letters reach 
different 
inquiries 
Leonhardt, further mention 

Oliver Brown at the same 
left for to North Elba, 
wife and Anne to Maryland. On their return to 
Adirondack homestead, seventeen days before the 
outbreak, Oliver escorted them as far as Troy, New 
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JOHN BROWN. 

York, where, on the zd of October (Sunday), they 
parted to meet no more on earth. Mrs. Adams 
describes the love of the young couple as an exquisite 
thing, so happy were they" in the enjoyment of each 
other, not feel the need of this 
world's 7th of 
April, but nineteen 
teen. life lasted 
nearly which were spent 
Farm, in the shadow almost of Death. Martha was 
cook and housekeeper, and Anne aided as best she 
could, her chief duty being, as she writes, to serve as 
"outside guard," and to meet all who called, parley 
long enough on porch and steps for those inside to 
remove things. If 
ing, the each seize his 
and then table~cloth, quietly 

Her father 
her part; others 

the housework, and the men aided in turn. She sat 
on porch or at inside door, sewing or reading, with a 
constant lookout on the road, listening to the katydids 
and whippoorwills. "I used to enjoy watching the 
fireflies," she writes, "in the evening and looking at 
the lights and shadows on those fine old and the 
mountain upon moonlight 

By the in August, then, assem-
bled the Owen, Oliver, Brown, 
William Thompson, Barclay 
Coppoc, ]. G. Anderson, A.aron D. 
Stevens; while close after came Albert Hazlett, Will
iam H. Leeman, and Steward Taylor. Captain 
Brown and one of his sons, usually Watson, were away 
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PREPARA'rHlN THE KENNEDY 255 

friend, after receiving early in August letters from 
both" Isaac Smith" (John Brown), and John Henri 
(Kagi) from Chambersburg, Pa., informing him that 
the" mines" were ready, and the" workmen" needed. 
These were upon between 
myself, as well Leonhardt and the 
immediately confidence was given 
the following sent to John 
retary of war, will be recalled, 
of the same. He was probably too much engaged 
himself in preparing for a coming civil war by a 
systematic distribution of United States arms and 
munitions from Northern to Southern Government 
arsenals, to take any notice of the Cincinnati warning. 
H ere is the letter: 

CINCINN AT!, 

SIR-I have information of 
great importance my duty to impart 
out delay. I the existence of 
ation, having the liberation of the 
South by a general insurrection. The leader of the movement 
is" old John Brown," late of Kansas. He has been in Canada 
during the winter, drilling the negroes there, and they are only 
waiting his word to start for the South to assist the slaves. 
They have one of their leading men (a white man) in an armory 
in Maryland,-where it is situated I have not been able to 
learn. As soon 
who are in 
small companies rendezl'ous, which is 
of Virginia. down through 
Maryland, and at Harper's 
the North about four weeks ago, and 
negroes and strike the blow in a few weeks; so that whatever 
is done must be done at once. They haye a large quantity of 
arms at their rendezvous, and are probably distributing them 
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PREPARATION AT THE KENNEDY FARM. 261 

procured with such labored efforts, July and part of 
August was taken up with this work. The first trip 
was made to Boston, August loth, where he succeeded 
in raising about two hundred dollars. He wrote Kagi 
from Syracuse, date of August he 
dined at George L. 

confidence in 
result." John 

Isaac that we have 

man on whom, I think, more implicit reliance can be 
placed." Of other Boston friends whom he met or 
had communication with, he says; "Our cause is 
their cause in the fullest sense of the ,vord." On the 
same day he sends a brief note from Rochester, an-
nouncing that Douglass had 
York and to meet "friend 
also states young friend 
here, to visit " referring 
Shields Green, Douglass had 
place. John Brown, Jr., then went northward to 
Canada \Vest, taking with him a colored man, the 
Rev. Mr. Loguen, of Syracuse, of whom he afterwards 
wrote as "too fat" for real use. St. Catherine, 
Hamilton, Chatham, London, Buxton, and \Vindsor 
were all visited. Branches of the League, of which 
mention ha.5 in chapter 
organized. are full of 
all of them on the part 

He was in Detroit, 
at Sandusky and 

urging others to work and assist. In a letter from 
Sandusky to "John Henri" (Kagi), bearing date 
August 27th, John, Jr., writes of "a coppersmith," sup-
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house went on, becoming almost unbearable at times; 
the men, who, in spite of their devotion, good humor, 
and discipline, necessarily feeling the vIgorous caution 
and confinement demanded by it Their singing was 
a great it could be Stevens and 
Tidd having fine voices) being 
an excellent baritone of superior Among 
their were "All Folk have 
Gone, Flowers" and ,. 
Thee." No spiritual "seances were at 
Kennedy's, at least while Anne and Martha were 
there. John Brown was always good to his neigh
bors, and his acts of personal kindness and charity, 
as well as his skill as veterinarian with sick cattle 

are remembered to this day, and have 
the neighborhood At 

the " and his sons became 
were their courtesy 
oblige. used to 
ing with men and there-
by, without arousing suspicions, of the people, topog
raphy, the best and worst slaveholders, and of the 
" tools," etc., in the U niled States Arsenal. Cook at 
this time was constantly on the move, selling maps 
through the country as an excuse. The people 

Farm were Dun-
and of a division which 

were and did not slavery. 
to go nearly to a 
and join with people 

in their religious exercises, often exhorting or preach
ing to the small congregation. Mrs. Adams says of tho 
result of one of these occasions: 
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282 Jnll;-'; nRnWN. 

12. That Capt. A. D. Stevens proceed to the coun
try with his men, and after taking certain parties 
prisoners, bring them to the Ferry. In the case of 
Col. Lewis \Vashington, who had certain arms in his 

after being secured 
hands of Osborne 

Anderson colored man, men 
being the South, it the 
South lesson upon this 

Preparation had been made for the means of firing 
the bridges, buildings, etc, by tow balls steeped in 
oil. The making of these was probably due to Annie 
and Isabel Brown before they left. These articles 
were taken to the Ferry, but no use was made of 
them. intention, evidently, Ilre be-
fore for the mountains. 

not omit, it 
Kennedy farm party, 

or" \Vi nebrenarian " 
to 

conduct there the services in which he had partIcI
pated or led during the preceding months of his life 
in Maryland. But that is doubtful, as the order to 
move was made so early. \Vhen all was ready, Cap
tain Brown then gave his final charge to the men, in 
which he said among other things, as Anderson re
ports: 

" And one 
thing upon You all life 
is to YOll, friends. 
And in lives of 
others are as dear to them as yours are to you. Do 
not, therefore, take the life of anyone if you can 
possibly avoid it; but if it is necessary to take life 
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capture of the engine-house. Oliver's body was, the 
watchman says, thrown into a cart and carried to a 
shallow grave across the Shenandoah. Shots came 
from the side of the mountains during the afternoon 
of the 17th as he believed and 
as we now was supposed had 
quite a com the range, and late 
as 1887, Alldre\~ , John Brown's 
at the Charlestown asserted that 
and woods were full of John Brown's men. It is 
proper to say at this point, that the few shots Cook 
was able to fire in the futile though gallant effort 
that courageous but unfortunate young man made to 
assist his leader and comrades then in the engine-

with a few by 
in 

had 
river unharmed the 

arsenal the firing to 
have been done outside of the United States grounds 
by any of the John Brown party. There is reason to 
believe that a small band of neighborhood negroes 
fired a few desultory shots from the upper shore, but 
that cannot be positively stated. Mr. Higgins re
mained at Harper's Ferry all through the war, 
both armies and all the 
nights of the 
memory for 
that prevailed. 
talked with " remembers 
rival and asking for the" Smith place." He assisted 
in placing John Brown's body into the freight car, 
and saw Mrs. Brown, who was, he quietly remarks, 
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,P4 JOHN BROWN. 

To Lieutenanl Stuart, who remarked in comment 
on some expression of the wounded man-" The 
wages of sin are death"-John Brown replied with 
quiet dignity, " I would not have said that if you had 
been and wounded in \Vhen 
asked Kansas, 

of John 
Brown else." he said 
he \Vas instrument in the Providence," 
and that he considered the work he attempted" the 
greatest service man can render to his God." During 
the long examination to which he was subjected, 
Captain Brown avoided all names; all recriminatory 
speech, and contented himself with courteous but very 
direct his motives and declar-

none but the that 
his thirty prisoners 

who were present 
asserted that the 

and capture was that he too long 
the feelings of families of those he was holding as 
hostages. But for that he would have got away. To 
the reporters presen t he said: 

"I clai m to be here ill carrying ou t a measure I 
believe to be perfectly justifiable, and not to act the 
part incendiary or ruffian; 
trary, suffering a 
to say, that you 
people SOllth-prepare 

the con
I wish 

ment You may me very 
easily. I am nearly disposed of now; but this ques
tion is still to be settled-this negro question, I mean. 
The end of that is not yet." 
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Governor \Vise, before leaving for Richmond, 
directed that the bodily necessities of the prisoners 
be properly cared for, and also declared that Captain 
Brown and his men should have a fair trial. HolV 
little he meant became soon apparent. 

Green, and 
unwounded, 

hand,~ John 
, Ed win Cop poe, 

,(the two 
the army 

noon of the 19th, when all were ]'emoved to Charles
town. They were then placed in the jail, a Illoderate
sized brick building, which still stands. It was 
surrounded by State troops under Colonel Baylor's 
orders, and .two guns were also placed in position to 
.wmmand the scare begun. Rage 
the place of surprise. It 

for their daring. 
ered down a little, a terrible dread then arose as to 
how far the movement extended among the slaves 
and free people of color. This dread reached Rich
mond, Baltimore, and \Vashington. It caused vigil
ance and guards at Charleston and New Orleans, 
and put the entire South into a ferment, illustrating 
John Brown's comment-" The 
when no man That it was a 
not be denied In Virginia and 
one effect was rapid sale at 
"down South" slaves who were 
unruly, or turbulent. The loss from this source has 
been estimated at $ro,ooo,ooo in Virginia alone, For 
a considerable period thereafter some of John 
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amid the somber Adirondack woods, a copy of the 
New York Times of the 18th. The day before an 
exaggerated report of the defeat had reached them, 
but this they would not believe. But the newspaper 
with all details could To 

small frame-house, 

expec
long 

painted, the wife alld Annie, 
Sarah, and Ellen, the younger daughters-the latter 
still a child-and Martha, the pregnant widow of 
Oliver Brown, whQ was so soon after to join her 
boy-husband in death; also Salmon, the remaining 
brother and son, while Henry and Ruth Thompson 
were The d elder 

wife 
William wife wailed 
sudden widowhood. Five households and four 
families were stricken by the blow at Harper's Ferry, 
and yet no recognized murmur ever escaped any of 
them, unless it were from the parents of Oliver's 
widow, who were very hostile to the anti-slavery sen
timents of the Browns and Thompsons. The neigh-
borhood, somewhat account 
of but the nature of 

reluctant admiration extorted by 
the way was borne, soon hostile 

active kindliness. iy does 
memory recall the facts relating to their devotion, 
the Spartanlike simplicity of their lives, the courage 
which came because it must and never thought to 
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holding back Aaron Dwight Stevens is apparent un
der the light of these provisions, With the rest swept 
away, his case could have been used to foment sec
tional feeling and to hunt down the Northern men 
and women, liberty may 
them to John Hunter's disingen 
in his paper only equaled by 
Wise's double so emphatically 
John Brown a is a matter of 
as to how far the Captain's knowledge of the State 
Code then extended, but it is _certain that his deter
mination to make clear his own objects as well as 
the methods that were being pursued by the State 
authorities, completely baffled the latter, and led to 
that full simple, moral, 
lectual courage, , combining lofty 
intentions, has and history 
Brown that of nobler 
leaders. 

The Examining met under orders. 
Brown, manacled to Edwin Coppoc, supported on the 
other side by an armed man, and surrounded by 
eighty men with fixed bayonets, was taken to the 
courtroom and arraigned. The presiding justice was 
a slaveholder named Davenport. He was ordered to 
plead to the and in response 
follows, as Associated Press: 

"VIRGINIANS for quarter at 
taken. I did not my life spared. Your 
assured me of a my present condition 
possible. If you seek my blood, you can have it at any time 
without this mockery of a trial. I have no counsel. I hal'e 
not been able to adl·ise with 8ny one. I know nothing of the 
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raised and reserved as exceptions, by Mr. Chilton. Oil which 
subsequently sound (as to treason. but useless as to prejudices) 
appeal to the State Supreme Court was made, Mr. Hoyt goes 
on-' Providentially, things ha\·e been conserved to obtail~ 

delay. It certainly was most fortunate for Brown that I was 
with hilll when Botts and Green. 
them I Illust management of 
good for him cz"rculIIstallCt:s of their 
You must be morning of my arri\'al 
by them and they had decided 
ated with anybody iwthe defense, so if I then went into the 
case they would wholly withdr:{\\,. Of course, my only alterna
tive was to remain passlve and wait for developments. I was 
not permitted to see Brown until that night (October 28th). 
when the case was thrown upon lIle. I never offered a sincerer 
thanksgiving. than when the morning light brought to us the 
e1llinent conducting the case. 

lIIe to explain the 
report of the Associat.ed 

Brown is 
perfectly satisfied, 

the rest. seems with a truly noble 
" This morning, Mr. Chilton, Mr. Griswold, and myself were 

closeted with him three or four hours. I confess, I did not 
know which most to admire, the thorough honor and adllli
rable qualities of the brave, old border soldier, or the uncon
taminated simplicity of the man. My friend John Brown is 
an astonishing character The people about here, while deter-
mined to have his alleged offenses, 
cede and c')llscientiousness. the 

His fate is sealed, 
of further 
upon a Virginia 

rough hand of violence. I do not 
decide in my own mind. There is ItO chalice of his 
ultimate escape. There is nothing but the most unmitigated 
failure and the saddest consequence which it is possible to 
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of a fool, however, that I cannot read a devilish countenance 
when I see it face to face, and I tell you there have been too 
many silent people about this courthouse to-day, and I am 
quite sure there are a few . . . who want no better pre
text than a delay, such as we are endeavoring and hope to 
obtain to set the hand upon our brave, 
John Brown is among men. I 
it possible for a desperately cool 
such terrible It may be he has 
appointed mission there be such a 
I don't believe that John Brown will ever leave this town a live 
man." (Hoyt had described the lawyers' hopes of having their 
writs of error sustained and a new trial ordered, all of which 
proved fallacious.) .. There is a disposition," he continues, .. in 
a measure, to prevent it being said, that he had no formal trial, 
but the people are bound he shall die. Beckham, one of the 
killed at the was a relative 
mayor of that 
respectable and 
are bound to h;lYe 

Turner, another of 

In another (November 2d), Mr. 
to the defense of Coppoc by Mr. Griswold and him
self, and then states that Mr. George Sennott, of 
Boston, who had been sent down, a volunteer, to de
fend Stevens and the colored prisoners, "had fought 
with extraordinary pluck and most astonishing zeal 
the cases of Copeland and Green." Mr. Hoyt urged 
on Boston necessity of 
Chilton to carry appeals 
in all the other declaring that it 
do to have one cared for legally 
others. protest against it, 
the entire North. Brown wants (he says) to share 
everything with the others." 

Commenting further on the state of feeling, Mr. 

24 
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friends, Messrs. Miller McKim and Hector Tyndale, 
who had escorted her from Philadelphia, behind at 
Harper's Ferry. One of them was afterwards Briga
dier-General Tyndale, of the Union Army, and com-
manded for Union forces 
valley, with at Harper's 

The narrative Hunter of the 
of John Brown Orleans 
Sept. 5, 1887) accepted as generally 
Its cool and cynical recognition of the prisoner's for
titude and courage is in itself a tribute worthy of 
more enduring preservation than a newspaper file. 
He says: 

.. On the morning of the 2d of December, a messenger from 
Brown came to olTlce in Charlestown, 
Captain Brown IIle at the jail. 
busy making for the execution 
dropped everything at once to the jaiL 
surprise, I learned that he wanted 
will. He had advised by me, 
real estate he had, the disposition of it would be governed by 
the laws of the State where it was situated, as to which, of 
course, I could not advise him, but as to any personal property 
he possessed, he could dispose of it here in Virginia. He ac
cordingly asked me to draw his will. I said to him, 'Captain, 
you wield a ready pen, take it, and I will dictate to you such a 
testament as to property in Virginia 
good. It will called a .. holographic 
written and signed it will need no 
replied, • Yes, but now answering 
ence of yesterday, being the day of 
haven't time and will he obliged if you will write it: There
upon, I sat down with pen and ink to draw the will, and did 
draw it according to his dictation. After the body of the will 
had been drawn, he made suggestions which led to drawing 
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the cap from his face and took a sketch of him hanging. He 
said that the celehrated Maria Lydia Child had pllhlished that 
she wanted to have a portrait or likeness of Brown in every 
condition of life to hang in her room, and that he had taken 
this sketch to • she might have 
he was finished: it she has the 
Brown ever 

.. After BrolV n some eight or 
doctors hegan the scaffold, Dr. 
physician, first. the body and 
dead. Some ten or fifteen other physicians then went up, 
examined the body and concurred that he was dead. The 
body was then cut down, placed in the coffin box prepared for 
it, and returned to the jail. It remained there until toward the 
close of the afternoon, when it was sent to the depot and 
transmitted to his wife and friends at Harper's Ferry to be 
carried North." 

The will drawn Hunter is as 

the prison of 
ferson County, make and ordain 
true last will I will and direct 
property, being personal property, which is scattered ahout in 
the States of Virginia and Maryland, should be carefully 
gathered up by my executor, hereinafter appointed, and dis
posed of to the best advantage, and the proceeds thereof paid 
over to my belol'ed wife, Mary A. Brown. 

;Wany of these not of a warlike 
trust as to such, property that 
to, that my rights of my 
spected. 

And lastly, 
executor of this, will, hereby 

Witness my hand and seal this 2d day of December, 1859. 

JOH)1 BROWN. [SEAL.] 

Signed, sealed, and declared to he the true last will of John 
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lawbreakers, from Moses to Washington, can be 
made that will not count John Brown as a saint 
among them all. Let us see, then, what manner of 
man he was, apart from the deeds that sent his soul 
" marching 

His boyhood 
in the Stearns paper, 

. father, Owen an autobiography 
saw the light Sanborn's volume.' 
four, of simple ways,' one of the neatest of men, and 
very particular as to personal cleanliness, he would 
never wear expensive clothing, however, for the reason 
that their cost was a useless waste of money which 
might be given to the poor. Often jocose and mirth-
ful in speech hotly resentful 
words and Helpful to 
and anxious 
those whose 

new settlers, but 
differed from his 

in favor of abstemious in 
using tobacco or intoxicating liquor, which custom 
then made common and deemed no offense. He was 
masterful in disposition, but open to reason; dislik
ing to be accused of unfairness or harsh judgment, 
but argumentative, somewhat set and disputatious. 
He never, however, respected those who always agreed 
with him. Bible thoroughly 
use it with of illustration 
those about clerical. Rigid 
ing in his he was kind 

I See" Life and Letters of John Brown." 
• Thi. characterization of earlier life and habits in Western 

Pennsylvania are condensed from a lengthy letterfrom W. C. Neff. 
of Bradford. Pa .• written in the winter of 1859-60. 
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inquiring further why John Brown was not <.l suc
cessful "trader." He emphasized in business, it 
seems, what he advised his daughter Ruth when a 
young girl, that is, " to be all that to-day, which she 
intends to be In his con 
the litigation, 
gentleman 
(Vernon near 
his" memory often astonished 
He was then S4 years of age, " a clean-shaven, scrupu
lously neat, well-dressed old gentleman." Is it any 
wonder, then, that John Br<lwn could write to his son 
John, that" It is a source of the utmost comfort to 
feel that I retain a warm place in the sympathies, 
affections, and of my own most 
acquaintances, man can hardly 
difficulties too surmounted if he 
foothold at home. Remernber that." 

Indeed, John had strange 
business and was not in harmony with its more 
ordinary precepts. All his troubles, he said, arose 
from trying to do business on credit. In 1847, he 
wrote that" to get a little property together to leave, 

is really a low mark to be firing at through 
life. Running into debt includes so much 
evil," he declares, 
it as they would 
of-doors labor be one of the 
cines of all that yet provided, 
world of pleasure success," he writes 
the sure and constant attendant upon early rising. 
It makes all the business of the day go off with pecu
liar cheerfulness, while the effects of the contrary 
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course are a great and constant draftllpon one', 
vitality," 

"On our first visit tu the Adirondacks," writes 
Ruth, "Father wanted us to notice how fragrant the 

the perfume hem-
Soon after there, 

11S together and should 
money he had to rnishing 

it in payIng for the 
colored people, who may need help in North Elba 
another year. 'Ve all said (the older ones present), 
, Save the money.'" Once, when asked by Ruth to 
write a long letter of " good advice," he wrote a short 
one, saying," 'Vould you believe that the long story 
would sill not, that form foolish 

that you be of 

purpose in 
" that entire soul may 

ittle Sllccess in letters 
of aphorisms like these: "'Who can tell or 

comprehend the vast results for good or evil that are 
to follow the saying of one little word." "Every
thing worthy of being done at all is worthy of being 
done in good earnest, and in the best possible man-
ner." the little house taking 

remarked, "It small, but 
that we all natured." 

from Springfield, 
"It is resolution my own 
happiness by doing what I can to render those about 
me happier." Mingli'lghusbandry with faith, he says, 
"Sheep and cattle are doing well; and I would be 
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In a letter dated Hudson, Ohio, May, 1857, he writes 
his wife: 

.. If I should never return, it is my particular reyuest that 
110 other monument be used to keep Ille in remembrance ihan 
the same that records grand
t,nher 
be told 

When Governor Henry A. Wise, in his last visit to 
Charlestown, warned him to prepare for eternity, 
John Brown replied: "Governor, I have from all 
appearances not more than fifteen or twenty years 
the start of you in that eternity of which you kindly 
warn' whether my term fifteen 

days, or fifteen equally 
There is an etem 

the little spec 
ever comparatively 
(referring to slaveholders) have all of you a heavy 
responsibility, and it be~ooves you to prepare more 
than it does me." 

John Brown repudiated the ministrations of all the 
local clergymen, whenever they showed a desire to 
defend chattelism. To one who declared he would 
not in freeing the 

will thank you alone; 
be an abomination God." 

A argued that " Chris-
tian " was told that nothing 
about Christianity; " you," he said, " will have to learn 
its A, B, C; I find you quite ignorant of what the 
word Christianity means." Seeing that his visitor 
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a sword of Spirit ";-and that, "As I believe most 
firmly that God reigns, I cannot believe that any
thing that I have done, suffered, or may yet suffer, 
will be lost to the of God or And 
before I begun at Harper's Ferry, 
sured that in event it would 

Henry Ward preached in Plymouth 
on Sunday October 30th, 1859, 
after the attack Harper's Ferry, 
miah vi: 12-19, using the text as a basis for a remark
able sermon on John Brown, his movement, and 
character. This sermon was widely published and 
commented on, more or less caustically all over the 
land. It did not suit the grim old covenanter when 
it reached pages of a spiritualist 
The Telegrapll. Brown wrote a 

margin, and this 
certificates of 

ness from A. D. Stevens, 
Campbell) of W. W. B. Gallaher, one of the New York 
Herald's correspondents,' who was serving also as a 

1" CHARLESTOWN, Dec. 10, '59 . 

.. I hereby certify that W. W. B. Gallaher sent to Captain John 
Brown a copy of some newspaper with a request that he would 
give his opinion therein published 
Ward Beecher; Brown did make 
same, in his own 
places of said paper • 

.. I also certify Captain Brown deny 
ments were correctly the JITew York Herald . 

.. I also certify that the certificate of A. D. Stevens was signed 
in my presence. 

[Test] J. W. GALLAHER, Jail Guard. 
JOHN AVIS, Jailer. 
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their families, that I neglected my duty in other 
respects." In an appeal to Mrs. Child and others to 
aid in raising funds for the wives and children made 
widowed and fatherless at North Elba, his object was 

supply themselves 
clothing, and 

common English 
wife Mary not 

Virginia, would use up the 
she had, and because there was but little more of the 
romantic in helping poor widows than there is about 
trying to relieve the poor negroes. Indeed, he believed 
that more generous sympathy would flow out to 
them all by their staying at home. "There is," he 
wrote, "no dark as to have hindered the 
coming day, storm so furious 
to prevent 
less sky." 

warm sunshine 
surely attend, 

the best possible 
the work of His 

"Jesus of Nazareth suffered a most excruciating 
death on the cross as a felon," he tells his wife, 
., under the most aggravating circumstances. Think, 
also, of the prophets, and apostles, and Christians of 
former days, who went through greater tribulations 
than you to be reconciled. Crod 
Almighty your hearts 
away all tears eyes! To Him 
praise! of the crushed 
have no charge you all in 
your trials, to forget the griefs' of the poor who cry, 
aHd of those who have none to help them.''' And 
that last letter to his household at North Elba, how 

•. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

JOHN : WHO THEY 

Their rightful place l1t history-Kagi, philosop~er anti 
scholar-Cook, ardent, poetic, ami generous-Stevens. 
soldier and hero-Hazlett, simple and brave-Osborne 
P. Anderson, the faithful colored leader-Danger
field Newby, tlu Virginian freeman, figliting for 
family aTlli Leary, 
resisting as heroes-Arrests 
ditions of lIazlelt-Col. A. 

iustice at 

TWENTY-ONE men marched with John Brown on 
the night of October 16, 1859. That was the fighting 
array with which he invaded the "sacred soil" of 
Virginia, and begun a "sym pathetic strike" against 
the "chattel slavery" which enthralled labor, while 
threatening the Republic and 
of the Union. of these men 
master race; one that was in 
only of whom been born 
of the white SOilS of the leader; 
related by marriage and years of close and neigh
borly friendship. They were all Northern and anti
slavery by association and training; positive in such 

29 
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opinion by the force and blending of serious condi
tions and experiences. All but two of them were 
country born and bred. All who participated were 
"native and to the manner born." Anna Brown, 
one of brave girls from who 

and watched with 

white Merriam, and 

says 
of the 

five men of color, that-" taking them all together, I 
think they would compare well (she is speaking of 
manners, etc.) with the same number of men in any 
station of life I have ever met ";-and her experience 
compasses the homes of Ralph 'Valdo Emerson and 
George Luther Stearns, as well as that of her father's 
household the wholesome her own 

comrades more than 
Some of 

to which was the 
tragic overture. In telling, as I shall try very briefly 
to do, from whence these men came-w ~ know where 
they went-I shall hope to work in the spirit sug
gested by Anna Brown (Mrs. Adams), in writing 
me: "I have always had a feeling that I wished some 
one would these men who friend 
and them, 

a high 
at such common as they 

were. takes very much school 
education to write of the lives of good people, than 
it did for them to live those lives. Some of the best, 
noblest, and most heroic people I have ever known 
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were men and women who could neither read nor 
write, and still they lived beautiful lives. The young 
men of these days do not know that there is some 
good bread that college bred." The 
pun may be the wholesome 
teaches. 

The youngest whites was not yet 
the oldest had twenty-eight, 
an imprisonment Virginia sent 
equipped life and soul into eternity. Of the colored 
men the youngest was barely twenty-one and only one 
had passed his twenty-fourth year. That was Danger
field Newby, who fought for his family as well as race. 
Captain Brown and he were the two men of mature 
years in the This group 
men in any 
perhaps, Russia) have been embalm.ed 
ere this in record. Practically, 
remained unknown third of a century 
remain so during the passing of time. As an Im
mediate result this was due to the pervading per
sonality and record of their Captain. But as a per
manent condition it is due most directly to the strange 
fact that their lives were given for the negro; that 
they fought for were then the 
most wretched That 
hostility to the good taste and 
against a spirit worships success-even 
altruism. 

"\Ve will endure the shadow of dishonor but not 
the stain of guilt." These words of John Henri Kagi 
express the spirit uf John Brown's men and, in an 
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five feet eleven inches in height, and weighing one 
hundred and fifty pounds. The'insufficient portrait 
that has been the only one obtainable was taken in 
1854, at an age when thoughtful young men al'e apt to 
look older than At the 
death, Kagi 
face was thin 
but healthy, 
Franklin, who acquainted with 
ten or eleven weeks of his life spent at Chambers
burg, but without then knowing the relationship 
between them, writes that he " had more the appear
ance of a divinity student than a warrior. His manner 
was reserved almost to bashfulness, but when ad
dressed or 
and fluently, 
was elegant, 
strictly temperate, 
especially to whose confidence 
at first acquaintance." It was John Henri Kagi 
whom John Brown permitted to tell me fuBy in the 
summer of 1858, as to his startling design, and who 
replied to me when I involuntarily exclaimed that all 
would" be killed "; "Yes, I know it, Hinton, but the 
result will be 700rth the sacrifice." I recall 
as a man of with a fine, 

tones, that 

large, full, well-set 
Ordinarily they 

look, reminding me of a slow-burning fire of heated 
coals, hidden behind a mica door. Hazel-gray in 
color, irridescent in light and effect. The face 
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gave you confidence in the character that had already 
wrought it into a stern gravity beyond its years. One 
\vould trust or turn away at once, according to the 
purpose sought. Kagi was not a man of expressed 

contrary, he 
were stamped 

Mentally, he was 
Brown to Harper's 
was the most and cul-

tured. George B. Gill, who was closely associated 
with him for twelve months, writes: 

"That he was a logician of more than ordinary ability. In 
speaking or debating, he would stand slightly bent with his 
hands behind his back. To a superficial listener perhaps he 
would yery attractive, but thought-

tire of him. In mental possessed 
resources. He wonderful, 

Disappointment gan:~ results as 
All things for his 

hrain. lonely that he did heckon-
ing in the distance; somewhere see the sun peering through the 
clouds. .. He was an agnostic of the most pronounced 
type, so grounded in his convictions that he gave hut little 
thought to what he considered useless problems. His disposi
tion was a model one. No strain or stress could shake his 
Ilnruffled serenity. His fertility of resources made him a tower 
of Brown." 

the 
party,' writes 

annalist of 

" Kagi to personal went about 
with slouched hat, only one leg of his pantaloons properly ad-

I" A Voke from Harper's Ferry," p. IS. 
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for wri li ngs he sen t to Eastern journals. He was the 
regular correspondent of the .iVational Era, Dr. 
Bailey's paper, at Washington, and of the New York 
ENning POJt, the latter over the signature of " Kent." 
He was the Kansas Topeka, 

to the 

New 
faculty 

()f knowing what was news and stating the same 
clearly and forcibly. A small volume might readily 
be made interesting from the materials in my hands 
-school compositions, drafts of lectures, essays, in
cluding one in which he outlines the theory that all 
forms are the result motion; 
in other alleged law of In his 
early like all the free-state correspond-
ents, he target for persecu-
tion those 
days, for be manip-
I!lated into rendering indictments against them under 
their pen names. Kagi was once indicted by the 
name of "Kent." Hugh Young had a charge made 
against him as " Potter," that being the signature he 
used in the New York TribllNe. I also had the honor 
of for 

presence, 
October, 1856, 

the free-state men of Topeka in the 
interests of peace. Kagi attended to report his 
speech and was arrested while so engaged on account 
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as it was self evident that a person who could not decide a case 
when the clearest evidence was given, whether a convicted 
robber should return stolen goods or retain them, was hardly 
qualified for a seat on the supreme bench of the Territory." 

Shortly after 
Kansas, Kagi 
Tecumseh, 

receipt of this 
with a few 

attend the United 
in session Elrnore approached 
with bludgeon revolver. Kagi did 
ruffian personally and when spoken to as to his 
identity politely responded. Elmore immediately 
struck him a savage blow over the head, and, dodging 
behind a pillar, commenced firing on Kagi. One ball 
struck him in the breast, passing through a heavy 
memorandum glancing made 
wound in The blood 
the wound 
theless, revolver 
burly and the 
pillar and firing wildly at his antagonist until the 
latter's only shot, penetrating the groin, laid him low. 
The lawyer lived, but the house of Elmore was ended 
by this incident. Kagi, however, never quite re
covered from the effects of the blow on his head. Mr. 
Gill, in his says he required 

suffering from fever 
for brief spells, 

would deem to hide his 
otherwise safety. But 
serious, and more from the 
tion than any cerebral difficulty. 

The lasting contact with John Brown did not 
occur till October, 1857, when these two met at To-
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peka. Aaron D. Stevens also entered thaL servIce at 
the time. The party was formed which went to 
school at Springdale, Iowa, to Chatham, Canada, back 
to southern Kansas, thence to Pennsylvania. Mary
land, Death. Other h;l\-~ 

the events 

carpet-hag 

alon<Y :-. 

Henri 
ill the 

ties had the following written thereon by Kagi. 
Evidently this was intended as the basis of a fuller 
paper or lecture. It sho\vs the working of his mind, 
the spirit in which he acted: "Slavery," the paper 
declares, " must be abolished by war. Peaceful aboli-
tion would a war of races. 
in war themselves for (civic) 
public it. Slavery 
a bribe politicians. The 

to the task mind is 
not without incisive vigor, when the subsequent 
course of civic suppression and ballot-box inanity 
pursued" down South," is duly considered. Writing 
to William A. Phillips, of Kansas, in 1859, but a few 
weeks before his death, he showed the intensity of 
his hostility to chattelism, by declaring, 

two in 
ouly, to because I was 
berr, murder-for is all of these. 
the cradle; I might say in the moth('r's womb. It robs women 
of their chastity and men of their wives. It kills, with sorrow, 
uncheered labor and the various forms of cruelty, more slowly, 
surely, hut more in number than the sword." 
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bound them. Bllt ere that day arrives I fear that we shall 
hear the crash of the battle shock and see the red glare of the 
cannon's lightning.. Inclosed you will find a few 
flowers that I gathered in my rambles about town. They are 
the earliest flowers blossom in this region. this 
with my best earthly and eternal " 1 

In another 

"I am in the 
here among 

same period 

make acquaintances. I also wish to write to my parents, sis
ters, and brother, but dare not at present on account of future 
plans. For, should they know that I was stopping here, it 
would awaken suspicion as to the cause of it. And then, 
beside, Mr. B. says he rather we would not until we lea\'e here; 
for which request he has good reasons. .. Time hangs 
heavily on my waiting, and there 
that keeps me absolutely unhappy, 
consciousness the path of duty. 
loth of May to was the date set 
Convention to anxious to have my 
with the great missions, for amid the bustling-, 
busy scenes of the camp, I should he less lonely and therefore 
more happy than at present." 

His Springdale friendships were maintained to the 
last hour of his life, and on the morning of his execu
tion he wrote to Mr. and Mrs. Townsend there, 
before he and 
child. On 1859. he writes: 

the grand and 
over them, and 
of Liberty. . 

it were, breathe 
Time passes slowly . 

1 To Miss Ella F. Lewis, of Springdale, Iowa. 

. as 
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back in the engine-house. During the fight in the afternoon he 
fought as brave as ever any man fought, but as soon as the 
fight was over he got worse. When we were taken in the 
morning he was just able to walk. He and Green and myself 
were put in the \Vatson kept 
then until about Wednesday morning 
I did everything to make him 
begged hard for 
coat and put it 
in that position 

"Cook and Ticld haclleft the Ferry early in the morning, by 
order of Captain Brown, to cross the river for the purpose of 
taking some prisoners and to convey the arms to a schoolhouse 
about one and a half miles from the Ferry, there to guard them 
until the Captain came, but, hearing a heal'}, firing, Cook went 
down to learn the cause, On gaining the side .of the ril'er 
opposite the we were surrounded, 
cended the to get a better 

I n order to relieve 
the fire on himself, 

which was the limb and giving him 
fifteen feet down the mountain side, tearing his clothes, and 
lacerating his flesh. There were thirty or forty men in the first 
party he fired on who after the second shot were taken with a 
sudden leal'ing, having no doubt important business elsewhere. 
The Virginians who were present give him the credit of being 
a splendid shot at a long range. as they admit they made a very 
near acquaintance of his bullets. 

" But enough \Vhatever may be our 
snred we sha!1 dead companions 
fear. They lived like brave men. \Ve, 
do the same. with no sin of 
robes will gaze upon the scaffold and 
were deceived in some things. Even Captain Brown acknowl
edges that; but all is over now, so let it pass. There are true 
and brave men in Virginia who deeply sympathize with us in 
our misfortune. I suppose within the last two days from eight 
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\V'est Andover, Ohio. \Vhen a condemned prisoner, 
he said to a Virginian who railed at him: "I am a 
poor man myself, but I never yet saw the day when I 
would have exchanged liberty for riches." Anne 
Bro wn Steve ns: "H e tries to be 
good;" himself declared. after 
sentence, am chee'rful and to 
die at warning, although 

ybody." The who 
wrote thus of duty, liberty, riches, and death, was 
born at Lisbon, New London County, Connecticut, 
March 15, 1831, and was hung on March 16, 
1860, at Charlestown, Virginia, for the" crime" of 
attacking chattel slavery. Stevens was also of the best 
New , and of ancestral that. go 

of the struggle 
science freedom. His 
Moses a revolutionary 
grandfather in the war of record 
goes back to early colonial days, when his progeni
tors were always found with the people's cause and 
against the aggressions or arrogance of the crown. 
The paths of heredity, as well as the roads of action, 
moulded tendencies and created forces, leading direct 
to Harper's Ferry and a Virginian gallows-tree, 

The of the man. fou r-
teen in 

Greek 
impetuous, generous, and 
hasty, it is not surprising that this boy found his 
daily life monotonous, and that during the first years 
of war with Mexico he enlisted and served until its 
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JOHN MEN: WHO THEY 

" I am not terrified by the gallows, which I see staring me 
in the face, and upon which I am soon to stand and suffer 
death for doing what George \Vashington was made a hero for 
doing." ." While, for having lent my aid to a general 
no less brave, and engaged in a cause no less honorable and 
glorious, I am \Vashington 
to fight for the American people--Ilot 

black and white. 
white men alone for the freedom 
The blood of as freely as that 

And some of the very last blood shed was that of black 
men. It was a sense of the wrongs which we have suf
fered that prompted the noble but unfortunate Captain Brown 
and his associates to attempt to give freedom to a small number, 
at least, of those who are now held by cruel and unjust laws, 
and by no less cruel and unjust men. And now, dear 
brother, could noble cause? 

would induce 
men more to the angels more 
me to their ol'crlasting joy above 
that I hear YOll, you, mother, father, 
brothers, say-' not a cause for 
less sorrow, could see you die.' Believe me when I tell you, 
that though shut up in prison and under sentence of death, I 
have spent more very happy hours here, and were it not 
that I know that the hearts of those to whom I am attached 

will be filled with sorrow, I ,¥ould almost as lief die 
now as at any time, for I feel that I am now prepared to meet 
my Maker. think I have been 
harshly since I but it is not so. 
treated :My jailer, 
Avis, is a a heart in his bosom 
any other. Ferry, and 
brave man would do. But since we ha\'e been in his power, 
he has protected us from insult and abuse which cowards 
would have heaped upon us. He has done as a brave lllan and 
gentleman would do. Also one of his aids, 1\lr. John Sheats, 
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JOHN . WHO THEY WERE. 

have no antipathy against anyone. I have freed my mind of 
all hard feelings against every living being, and I ask all who 
have anything against me to do the same." 

Virginia's cruel hostility to the negro, even when 
imprisoned and shown by Hunter's 
court on Shields and more than 

after them." Hunter says, 
with unwavering fortitude and perfect composure. 
Professor Munroe, of Oberlin, who secured admission 
to the prisoners, declares that Green was "patient, 
manly, and enduring." Copeland was sent with 
Leary under Kagi's command tothe Hall Rifle Works, 
half a mile distant from the armory and engine

to pieces in 
the 18th of October. 

land was surrender, and 
through the 

Congressman Newby was in the 
the early fighting at the armory gate, shooting, it ap
pears, both Turner and Boerly, being himself shot by 
Armorer Boerly from an upper window of a dwelling 
on the corner of High and Stevenson streets. The gun 
was loaded with a spike or shot bolt, which entered into 
Newby's neck, frightful wound 
him instantly. was himself slain 
let from a Sharpe's fired by an old slaveman 
neighborhood, himself 
courage. He 
Colonel Washington's coachman, also fought, says O. 
P. Anderson, "like a tiger." Anderson and Green 
went with Stevens to Washington, and Newby, from 
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on the hill, down to the railroad, proceeding as far as the saw
mill on the Virginia side, where we came upon an old boat, 
tied up to the shore, \yhich we cast off and crossed the Poto
mac. The Maryland shore once gained, we passed along the 
tow-path of the for some distance, when 
;\rch which 
to the hoping to find 

heen stationed on 
ransacked and deserted, 

ta.ken away Thinking that we 
the schoolhouse, we bent our ways in that direction. 
night was dark ;\nd rainy, and after tramping for an hour and 
a half we reached it ahout tI\'O in the morning. The school
house was packed with things lnoyed there by the party the 
prel'iolls day, but wc searched in vain, after lighting a match, 
for food, our great necessity. Thinking it unsafe to 
remain . of o\'ersleeping climbed 
lip the rear of it, to lie clown It 
was after we awoke. Hearing shooting 
at the thought it Illust be ;ll1d his 

way into the town, 
of us were taken 

been 
\Vhen we 

got in sight of the Ferry, troops were firing across the ril'er to 
the l'I1aryland si(le, and to our surprise we saw that 
they were firing upon a few colored men who had been armed 
the day before by our men at the Kennedy Farm, and stationed 
at the schoolhouse by C. P. TiclrI. One of the colored men 

on the side 
had armed 
told him' him to join us in 
of the party, refused . 

.. \Vhile in this part of the mountains we could see the troops 
take possession of the schoolhouse. Our shelter was gone and 
we had no hope of meeting our companions. We then COI1-

cluded to make our escape ;\jorth, and started at once. Hal'-
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MEN WHO FOU(;HT AND FELL, OR ~:"CAPJ<:D. 533 

factory. He early became acquainted with George 
B. Gill, who, in the early spring of 1858, introduced 
him to the John Brown party, and to John Brown 
himself at the house of a Mr. Painter. He joined as 
Mr. Gill did 
pate in the 
adjourned, found 
Illinois, and 
Chambersburg, 1859, when 
at once, bearing his own expenses and reporting for 
duty as soon as required. That he had deliberately 
engaged himself in the enterprise is shown by the 
fact, that for a year he had no communication with 
any of the party, yet he writes to an Iowa friend, in 
1859, that-

"My condition rather unfavorable. 
momentarily I relieved of my doubts, 
from my losing with my friends. 
ing day after day at last gave it 
hopes were partly crushed. I felt as though I was deprived of 
my chief object in life. I could imagine no other cause than 
want of ability or confidence. I believe that fate has decreed 
me for this undertaking. . . . Although at one time . . . 
I had gil'en up being wanted, but all came right when neces
sary. It could not seem to be wrong, in spite of my trying to 
btelieve to the truth will, if it has 
pear to the sincere," 

In his reply 
July 3d, he 

1I1Inois to Kagi under 

" It is my chief fuel to the flame. 
may be small but every little helps. My ardent passion for the 
gold fields is my thought by day and my dream by night. I 
oftfCn think that I am with you hringing it forth in masses that 
will surprise the world. Please let me know as soon as pos-
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JOHN BROWN. 

the age of fourteen went to Haverhill, Mass., to work 
in a shoe factory. From earlier boyhood, as his 
letters show, he identified himself with anti-slavery 
politics and, in the spring of 1856, decided to go to 
Kansas. Massachusetts, that year, 
with party, and was armed 

Lexington, turned pany back 
issouri River. found his 

way to Iowa, and there second 
Massachusetts colony, under charge of Martin Stowell 
and Richard J. Hinton, entered Kansas with them, 
after marching afoot across the State from Iowa City 
and through southern Nebraska to Fall City. He 
then pushed southward and was soon in the midst of 
the "John BrowlI '" as 
the September 
the 

time. 
thereafter was a record of 

John Brown. He was at the Springdale, Iowa, school, 
a member of the Chatham Convention, and his signa
ture was the fifteenth in order to the roll of the con
v.ention; and of the provisional constitution there 
adopted. He was also a member of the committee 
appointed fill the offices under Letters to his 

stantly, 
touching letters 

1 See Appendix. 

have been in 
given by them 
as the underlying 
people were poor, 
Iy sought his 

were found from 

and 

con
Some 

them, showing 
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Moffett, two of the Chatham Convention delegates, 
were resident there also. Both were in some dan
ger. Virginia sent agents to secure Barclay Cop
poc's an-est,' but Governor Kirkwood (afterwards 
United and In
terior) 

, The 

period: 
mustrates the feelings of the 

.. SPRINGDALE, CEDAR COl!1\"TY, IOWA, Feb. 12, 1860 . 
.. The object of thy anxious inquiry (Barclay Coppoc) has not 

been taken frotn Springdale, nor is it intended that he shall be 
taken. Springdale is in arms and is prepared at a half-hour's 
notice to give them a reception of 200 shots; and it will be neces
sary for the marshal to find him before he can be taken. There is 
a well-organized They meet two 
each week and take the 

else 

are men on the 
Muscatine, Iowa City, Liberty, Tipt"n, and all around, and the 
first sign of an arrest in any quarter a messenger will be dispatched 
to Springdale, and larger companies than the Virginians can raise 
will followimmediateiy after them. Muscatine has offered to send 
400 men at the very shortest notice. But it is intended to baffle 
thf!m in every possible way without bloodshed if possible. The 
marshal City some two 

down 
on the way, being 
165 miles. that the marshal second 
time to Des Moines for his requisition, and return is look .. d 
for daily. But I have uo doubt but he will be baffled in some way, 
for be assured Springdale is right on the goose . 

.. F. C. GALBRAITH." 
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and upright, very kind, and very willing to sacrifice his per
sOllal comforts, if hy doing so he might benefit others. To 
induce me to quit the use of tobacco he offered to live upon 
two meals a day. Very firm, yet entirely free from vindictive
ness: the of honor and honesty. The of 

seen equaled. 
six feet in height 

hair and full, 
heen when younger, 
arm or shoulder, through which so 
severely as to prematurely age him, and produced a trouhle 
of some kind by which he was su hject to drowsiness. This, as 
well as being crippled in his ann, rendered him incapable of 
any very hard labor. His father, in planning for him, was 
always taking this into consideration, and most likely had this 
in mind when leaving him in charge of the house and arms at 
the Kennedy inherited from for 
buttermilk 
young lady 
ditions, he to 
make any he 
retained for 
death." 

Owen lived for several years at Gibraltar (Jay 
Cooke's residence) in Sandusky Bay, Lake Erie, John. 
Jr., and Jason residing at the same time on Put-in
Bay Island, nearby. John, with his wife, Wealthy, and 

still live . 

them, and 
their friendship. Early in the 'eighties the Brown 
family removed to California, with the exception of 
John, Jr., and his family, who remain in their Island 
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57 2 JOHN BROWN. 

Merriam's companion to witness the will, he declined, saying 
that he was a traveler also, and that both the witnesses had 
better be in the same town." 

On the lIth Merriam was in Philadelphia; on the 
13th and in Baltimore 
plies, 15th (Saturday) 
House, Ferry. John 

nedy Farm the from 
At Harper's sent 

the following telegram to Lewis Hayden In Boston: 
"Orders disobeyed; conditions broken. Pay S. 
(probably Sanborn) im mediately balance of my 
money; allow no further expense; recall money 
ac!\'anced, if not spent." The only probable explana
tion of finding John designed 

regarded prior Boston 
as " else he found 

he had left in 

tions." The latter seems the most likely explanation. 
One thing, however, is certain, that he did not break 
his own promise, but went to the farm early in the 
morning of the 16th to take his share of the work. 

The care required to bring Merriam through from 
the schoolhouse to the five miles from 
Chambersbll where he was take the 
Philadelphia and so make escape, is 
clearly out in Ralph narrative, 
though he was 
making comrade-
ship and devotion, to the exercise of which ~Ierriam 
undoubtedly owed his final safety. At one time in 
their flight they were moving along a Cumberland 
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SSo JOHN BROWN . 

.. You can hardly think how I want to see you, or how lone
some it was the day I left you.. Nothing else could 
strengthen me to do the right so much as the thought of you. 
It is when I look at your picture that I am wholly ashamed of 
my every weakness, and folly. I would not part 
with that anything on earth-bllt I 
have made case for it and around Illy 
hody. to live a 

can hardly conceive anxiety 
ahout you in your present situation, and you will certainly allow 
me to suggest some ideas to you for your own good. Let me 
ask you to try and keep up good, cheerful spirits. Take plenty 
of sleep and rest, plenty of outdoor exercise. Bathe often. 
And, finally, do read good books, such as Parker's' Sermons' 
and Combe's' Constitution of Man: These books will do much 
to keep 

The fact one finds 
events, systematic savagery slave
holding acts and forces. When the South Caro
lina rebel commander replied to a request for the 
body of Col. Robert Shaw, who fell at Fort \Vagner, 
that he was "buried with his niggahs," he only 
phrased for himself an echo of the brutality which 
animated the Virginians less than three before. 
The slain men were the con-

burial; the the hour 
revenge in the 

Oliver's body was 
of their 
its back 

into grave or trench, and arms was 
placed the body of Dangerfield Newby, the bold, 
brave, free man of color, who fought to save his wife 
and children from the slavedealer's pen. These 
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APPENDIX. 599 

culated to exasperate the men exceedingly, and one of the sure 
results of civil war. After frequently calling on the leaders of 
the free-State men to come and have an interview with him, 
by Governor Shannon, and after as often getting for an answer 
that if he had to transact with 

it, he signified 
was sent to the 

the leading free-State 
ing out his and consciousness 

he had really 
advantage of his cowardice and folly, and by means of that 
and the free use of whiskey and some trickery succeeded in 
getting a written arrangement with him much to their own liking. 
He stipulated with them to order the pro-slavery men of Kansas 
home, and to proclaim to the Missouri invaders that they must 
quit the Territory without delay and also give up General Pom-
eroy, a prisoner camp, which was also 
recognized the the militia of Kansas, 
ering their them out whenever 
the safety of other portions of 
reqt:ired. 

letter was lost.] 

NOTES. 

From this singularly modest letter, but little idea can be 
gathered of the strange. almost solemn excitement created by 
the appearance of John Brown and his sons in that winter
chilled, 

enforce the slave 
in Lawrence, who 

and even malicious 
Brown, his acts and memory, wrote in 1880 of the arrival in 
the Northern town of that band of .. plain-living, high-thinK-
ing" farmers and fighters: 

.. It was near sunset, I should think, about the 3d of Decem-
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APPENDIX.. 

JOHN BROWl'\"S SONS IN KANSAS. 

In 1854, the four eldest sons of John Brown. named John. Jr •• 
Jason, Owen. and Frederick (all children by a first wife), then 
living in Ohio, remo\'e to Kansas. sold 
his plac.e, a little property near 
hull County. had a very valuable 
grape-vines. dwice fruit· trees, 
and shipped heavy cost. The other 
no landed properly were possessed 
stock (as were also the two first named) derived from that of 
their father, which had been often noticed by liberal premiums, 
hoth in the State of New York and also of Ohio. The two 
tirst named, John and Jason, both had families. Owen had 
none. Frederick was engaged to be married. and was to return 
for his wife . 

.. In consequence 
northern Ohio 
cided by the 
the teams and 

extreme dearth in I 

an entire failure' 
that the two youngest 
cattle, and horses, 

winter, and to have in 
the spring, 1855. (lone at a very considerable expense, 
and with some loss of stock to John, Jr., some of his best stock 
having been stolen on the way. The wintering of the animals 
was attended with great expense, and with no little suffering 
to the two youngest brothers,-one of them, Owen, being to 
some extent a cripple from childhood by an injury of the right 
arm; and Frederick, a very stout man, 
1,leriodical sickness years, attended 
has been slated idiotic; nothing 
false. He had himself to a most 
operation but before starting for 
had well-nigh HIe, and was but with 
his confinement when he started on his journey pale and weak. 
They were obliged to husk corn all winter. out of doors, in 
order to obtain fodder for their animals. Salmon Brown. a 
very strong minor son of the family, eighteen years old, was 
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PPENDIX. 

ARTICLE XII. 

~PEClAL DUTIES. 

.; 

It shall be the duty of Congress to provide for the instant 
removal of any ci"il officer or policeman, who becomes habitu· 
ally intoxicated, addicted to other 
or to any 
official duties, 
of safety, for obtaining important 
and shall be in communication with 
in-Chief; the which shall each, as 
dent, Vice-President, rl1embers of the Supreme Court, and 
Secretary of State, have full power to issue warrants return
able as Congress shall ordain (naming witnesses, etc.) upon 
their own information, without the formality of a complaint. 
Complaint shall be made immediately after arrest, and before 
trial; the party arrested to be served with a copy at once. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

TRIAL AND OTHER 

The President Vice-President lllay either 
tried, remo\'ed, on complaint made 
Justice of the Supreme Court, by a majority of the House of 
Representatives, which House, together with the Associate 
Judges of the Supreme Court, the whole to be presided over 
hy the Chief-Justice in cases of the trial of the Vice-President, 
shall have full power to try such officers, to remove, or punish 
as the case may require, and to fill any vacancy so occurring, 
the same as ill Commander-in-. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

TRI MEJLBERS OF CONGRESS. 

The members of RepresentatiYcs and 
all of them be tried, and on cOtl\'ictioll, removed or punished 
on complaint before the Chief-J lIstice of the Supreme Court, 
made by any number of members of said HOllse, exceeding one
third, which House, with the Vice-President and Associate 
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JOHN BROWN. 

:'vIen, a full supply of Air, \Vater, and Land; for their susti
nance, & mutual happiness. That No Man has any right to 
deprive his fellow Man, of these Inherent rights in punishment 
of crime. ,. That to secure these rights governments are insti-
tuted among their Just powers 
of the when any form of 

It is the right 
Laying its foundation 

powers in such 
affect the safety, 

Prin
shall 

Human Race. To secure equal rights, privileges, & Justice to 
all; Irrespective of Sex; or Nation; To sec'Jre Fraternal 
kindness to all Friends of Equal Moral privileges, to all who 
honestly abandon their Despotic oppressive rule. \Ve hold 
this truth to be self evident; That it is the highest Privilege, & 
Plain duty of Man; to stri\'e in e\'ery reasonable way, to 

Mental, l'vIoral, & elevation of 
tliat People, or Clanish ; who 

sacred principle; fellow 
themselves that certain retri-

bution, Natural, & Necessary of evil 
Doing. "Prudence, indeed will dictate, that Governments long 
established, should not be changed for light & transient 
causes; But when a long train of abuses, & usurpations, pursu
ing ill\'ariably the same object; evince a design to perpetrate 
an absolute Despotism; and most cruel bondage; It is their 
Right, it is their Duty, to resist & change such Government, 
& provide their future has beetl 
the patient the slaves of 
such is 

in the United history of 
injustice inflicted upon the evcry con
ceivable way, and in barbarity not surpassed by the most 
savage Tribes. It is the embodiment of all that is Evil, and 
ruinous to a Nation; and sLlIl\'ersi\'e of all Good. .. In proof of 
which; facts inllumerahle ha\'e been suhmitted to the People, 
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a little history; & offered him the free use of a good library; 
by which be acquired some taste for reading: which formed 
the principle part of his early education: & diverted him in a 
great measure from bad company. He by t~is means grew to 
be very fond of the company, & conversation of old & intel-
ligent persons. attempted to dance 
did he even of a pack of cards 
He learned ; nor did he 
much knowledge 
rules. This 
of his life; during he became very slrong large 
of his age & ambitious to perform the full labour of a man; at 
almost any kind of hard work. By reading the li,"es of great, 
wise & good men their sayings, and writings; he grew to a 
dislike of vain & fril'olous cOll7!ersation &-> persons,. & was 
often greatly obliged by the kind manner in which older & more 
intelligent persons at their houses 
tion; which on account of bis 
fulness . 

.. He very beeallle ambitious to 
anything he perform. This 
would recommend young persons both 
as it will certainly tend to secure admission to the company of 
the more intelligent; & better portion of cI'ery cOllllllunity. By 
all means endeavor to excel in some laudable pursuit. 

.. I had like to have forgotten totell you of one of John's mis
fortunes which set rather hard on him while a young boy. He 
had by some means perhaps by gift of his father become the 
owner of a little which did finely 
Two Thirds sickened & died. 
another protracted stasoll: not that 
cuniary loss so was never his 
so strong & attachments . 

.. John had from earliest childhood God 
and keep his commandments'; & though quite skeptical he had 
always by turns felt much serious doubt as to his future well 
beinl!; & about this time became to some extent a convert to 
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at least Henry and Oliver did; I, being tired, staid behind in 
our tent a mile or two back. As the mail goes from here early 
Monday morning we could get nothing here in time for that 
mail. We found all more or less sick, or feeble but Wealthy 
and Johnny. Brownville appear now 
All sick or Mr. Adair's. Fever 

general. Oliver 
the ague since but has got it broken, 
had no return breaking it. We 
cutty in Missouri, but from our 
horse and our heavy load; the horse has entirely recovered. 
\Ve had between us all sixty cents in cash when we arrived. 
\Ve found our folks in a most uncomfortable situation, with no 
houses to shelter one of them, no hay or corn-fodder of any 
account secured, shivering ol'er their little fires, all exposed to 
the dreadfully cutting winds, morning and evening, and the 
stormy days. been trying to help 
power and more comfortable 
much of their owing to most ex-
posure. Mr. would be quite 
were well. from wife and Anne 
August 10th, and one from Ruth to John of September 19th is 
all I have seen from any of you since getting here. Henry 
found one from Ruth which he has not shown me. Need 1 
write that I shall be glad to hear from you? I did not write 
while in Missouri, because I had no confidence in your getting 
my letter. \Ve took up little Austin and brought him on here; 
which appears comfort to Jason We 
were all out of last night, the 
prairie fires everything; so 
blind to-day, write you more. 

Sabbath 14th. I notice in your 
your trouble means of having the more 
comfortable for the winter, and I fondly hope you have been 
relieved of that scare before now by funds from Mr. Hulbert, 
of \Vinchester, Ct., from the sale of the cattle there. \Vrite me 
all about yQ~r situation, for if disappointed from that source I 
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had been left on the Pottawatomie, Lykens Co., and under the 
protection of Dr. (afterwards Major-General) James G. Blunt, 
and three citizens of that vicinity. The fact that Kagi called 
on Phillips, askin~ the latter to call on the Captain, also serves 
to fix the date. found at the Whitney the 
time a price was 

.. He sketched 
ginnings in the 
able to shake 
were all opposed 

Phillips 
of American 
referred to the 

genius of the American Constitution antagonized it, and con
templated its early overthrow.. . This remained the 
dominant sentiment for the first quarter of a century of the 
Republic. Afterwards slavery became more profitable, and as 
it did the desire grew to extend and increase it. The 
dition of the enslaved steadily became 
despotic necessities cruel system 
on the degraded Gradually the 
that rested on the power of 
Public opinion slavery was placetl 
began an era 
sions of love of country were willing, for peace, to sacrifice 
everything for which the Republic was founded . 

.. 'And now,' he went on, 'we have reached a point where 
nothing but war can settle the question. Had they succeeded 
in Kansas, they would have gained a power that would have 
given them permanently the upper hand, and it would haye 
been the death~kllen republicanism in America. 
checked, but nel'er intend 
machinery of into the hands 
of slavery. It 
it, and they know too well to 
Republican party President next year, be 
war. The moment they are unable to control they will go out, 
and as a rival nation alongside, they will get the countenance 
and aid of the European nations, until American republicanism 
and freedom are overthrown.' 
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688 JOHN BROWN. 

with the hired men and women, including three negroes, all at 
the table together. Their llleal was neat, substantial, and 
wbolesome.' 

.. It seems as if those few days of ours in the Adirondacks, in 
1849, had been passed uncler a spell which held my senses 
from saw. All is now region of 

That plain, hare farm, blackened 
scientific slich dis-

advantages, 
setting amid grand, ranges, 
the negro colony and' inmates, the family bred to duty and 
principle, and held to them by a power recognized as being 
from ahove,-all these now come hack on my memory with a 
character nowise changed, indeed, in substance, but, as it were, 
illuminated. The widow, bearing homeward the body from 
the Virginia scaffold, with the small company of stranger 
friends, lake, as we had ; and 

in our 

mountain road, but Eliza-
the next day, to 

visited now 
pens have made it 

[Letters and papers relating to Kansas, the Pottawatomie 
affair, George L. Stearns, the Clwtham Convention, with 
reminiscenas of a member of the John Brown party.] 

POTT A W A TOMIE 

FOSTER, OF OSAWATOMIE. FORMERLY 

FREE-STATE LAWYER 

KANSAS. 

SOUTHERN 

" QUINCY, 1892 . 

.. My DEAR HINTON-Very soon after my arrival at Osa
watomie, I became acquainted with some of the sons of John 
Brown. ,·iz., John, Jr., Owen, Jason, and Frederick. It came 
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belittles himself-he makes the Kansas conflict a war waged 
by murderers, thieves, and cutthroats for free-Kansas, against 
a law-abiding. Christian community, who were simply holding 
colored men in happy bondage. He makes the heroes of Kan-
sas, who risked for free Kansas, 
thieves, and the thieves who risked 
slavery in Kansas, patriots. His services 
of free Kansas receive in history 
encomium, but will remain a 
memory through of time. Robinson 
control the spirit of unrest, which permeated the young blood 
of the free-state settlers. Lane came and seeing at a glance the 
situation seized the leadership of these young spirits, who 
were thirsting to do or dare anything that would redound to the 
freedom arKansas. Robinson was a safe counselor. Lane 
was" one of the boys," always sharing or pretending to share 
their danger, but absorbing all their 
timately was sllccessful; Robinson 
popular man. ever since had 
faculty of getting side at the right 

John Brown faith in making 
State, and in Missouri. He 
mission was to destroy slavery, and that it never could be 
destroyed but by means of war between the free and slave 
States; whatever he did was designed to bring about a war, so 
that by it the slave chattel should become a human being and 
be possessed of all the God-given rights of an American 
citizen. He that God had 
special messenger 
in this land, and certain that it 
done only by war. he did or said was 
as" Thus said his attack upon 
and his death upon did more to 
of the South that war was a necessity. and commenced the con
flict which ended slavery, than all things else combined. He 
was prophetic in his theory and utterances, as subsequent 
events so clearly demonstrate. He cannot be blotted out of 
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if I knew of any other young men who were perfectly reliable 
whom I thought would join also. I recommended Richard 
Realf, L. F. Parsons, and R. J. Hinton. I received a note on 
the next Sunday morning. while at breakfast in the Whitney 
House, from requesting me to come 
and to bring RealL and Hinton with 
Hinton were not therefore I could 
them the invitation. and myself went 
talk with Capt. 

A few days received another note 
Brown, which read. as near as I can recollect, as follows: 

"DATE-- --. 
" CAPT. COOK :-Dear Sir-You will please get everything 

ready to join me at Topeka by Monday night next. Come to 
Mrs. Sheridan's, two miles south of Topeka, and bring your 
arms, ammunition, and other articles you 
Bring Parsons can get ready in 
keep very quiet Yours, etc., 

" Jom; 

I made all arrangements for starting 
appointed. Parsons, Hinton could not get 
left them at Lawrence, and started in a carriage for Topeka. 
Stopped at the hotel over night, and left early next morning 
for Mrs. Sheridan's, to meet Capt. Brown. Staid a day and a 
half at Mrs. S.'s-then left for Topeka, at which place we were 
joined by .. Whipple," Moffett, and Kagi. Left Topeka for 
Nebraska City, night on the prairie 
Topeka. Here, learned that we 
Kansas to attend 
the intention of 
morning I was 
cashed, and to 
me. I got the draft cashed. Captain Brown had given me 
orders to take boat to St. Joseph. Mo., and stage from there to 
Tabor, Iowa, where he would remain for a few days. I had to 
wait for Realf for three or four days; Hinton could not lea\'e 
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Sanborn and Thaddeus Hyatt, of New York city. What con
nection, and how far connected with his plan, I do not know, 
but I know he wrote a letter a few weeks previous to his attack, 
to some gentlemen in Boston, which read, as near as I can re
collect, as follows:-

truly, 

have got nearly 
them in a few 

Everything is 
you promised me 

--. 
on, and 

prevented by 
I shall 

In the mean time the men who had engaged to go with him 
had most of them arrived at Chambersburg, Pa" and been 
sent to the place which he had rented in \Vashington county, 
Md., about five miles from Harper's Ferry. The greater part 
of the men kept out of sight during the day, for fear of attract

carted from 

where 
most to the 
Chambersburg post-office, and were sent by of our own 
party to headquarters. The letters of minor importance came 
to the Ferry to J. Smith & Sons. All allusions to our business 
were made in such a blind way, that they would not ha\'e been 
understood by any outside parties, e\'en should they have been 
miscarried. The attack was made sooner than it was intended, 

in Boston writing finding fault 
of Captain Brown, to them 

p",,'cc',ru delay and not know 
who were, or how far they of his 
(Captain ; but I do know 
Captain breech· loading carbine 
loading pistols, all of Government manufacture. 
left either at the house of Captain Brown, or at 
house, where most of the arms were cOIll'eyed. At what time 
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and for what purpose they were given to Captain Brown, I do 
not know. It was supposed that Col. Hugh Forbes was dead. 
I was told by Captain Brown that when on East, he had been 
told by Thaddeus Hyatt, of New York, that some of the negroes 
at that place had informed him (Hyatt) that Forbes had .. 
up "-a phrase Brown and the rest 
pany understood he had been killed. 
think that Forbes cognizance of our 

ycar ago, last April. 
his quarrel with we considered 
hold a place next to Brown in command. I do not know the 
present whereabouts of Luke F. Parsons or Charles Moffett. 
The last I heard of Parsons was through Captain Brown, who 
informed me that Parsons had started for Pike's Peak, and that 
he (Brown) thought he would be pretty tolerably peaked before 
he got there. A short time before the attack on Harper's 
Ferry, Captain me to find out 
without creating number of male 
near the roads Ferry, for a distance 
Jr ten miles, and memoranda that 
unintelligible to 
it plain to him and the company. He 
dollars to pay my expenses with. I took the road from Har
per's Ferry to Charlestown, under the plea of gaining statistics 
for a work to be published by John Henri, and to decide a 
wager between him and Mr. Smith. I did not go on any other 
road. A few days after this, Captain Brown sent his wagon 
over by his son Jeremiah Anderson. 
wife and myself They gave me a 
which, as near read as follows 

.. MR. COOK Sir-You will please 
ready to come to my house this 
wagon will wait for you. I shall take your wife to Chambers
burg, and shall start early to-morrow morning. Be as expe
ditious as possible. Be very careful not to say or do anything 
which will awaken any slispicion. YOli can say your wife is 

loogIe 









APPENDIX. 7'1 

I was informed by them that Captain Brown was dead; that 
he had been shot about four o'clock in the afternoon. At the 
time I believed the report to be true. I went on up to the 
school-house, and found the shutters and door closed; called 
to Tidd and received no answer; 
rifle, and then ; it was dark at 
of ~he goods had in the middle of 
the dark, looked 
and drew my 
there was no school-house; went 
back of the school-house, and called for the boys. Receiving 
no answer, I went across the road into some pines, and again 
called, but could find no one. I then started up the road 
towards Captain Brown's house; I saw a party of men coming 
down the road; when within about fifty yards, I ordered them 
to halt; they recognized my voice and called me ; I found them" 
to be Charles Brown, Barclay 
Merriam, and belonged to \Vashington 
They asked me I gave the information 
on the canal lock road. It seemed 
it would be sheer them to attempt 
comrades, and it was finally determined to return to the house 
of Captain Brown. I found that Tidd, before leaving the 
school-house to go for Brown, Coppoc, and Merriam, had 
stationed the negroes in a good position in the timber back of 
the school-house. On his return, however, they could not be 
found. We, therefore, left for Captain Brown's house. Here 
we got a few would be necessary, 
over into the of the mountain, 
beyond the house, spears were kept. 
down and went About three o'clock 
one of our party and founel that the 
us. He immediately the rest of the 
concluded to go to the top of the mountain before light. Here 
we remained for a few hours, and then passed over to the other 
side of the mountain, where we waited till dark, and then 
crossed the valley to the other range beyond. 
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of the Rebellion. "Vorking day and nie-bt withol'! hast~ 01' 

rest: failing in no effort to rouse and stimulate the community, 
still Mr. Stearns found that a vitalizing interest was wanting. 
'Vhen Governor Reeder was driven in disguise from the Ter
ritory, he wrote to him to come to Boston and address the 
people. a mass-meeting Tremont 
Temple, days the story he 
a livelier more conservative were 
inclined reports of the much 
exaggerated. however, things settled the old 
sluggish way, for three consecutive committee-meet-
ings the chairman was the only person who presented himself 
at the appointed time and place. Nothing daunted, he turned 
to the country towns, and at the end of five months he had 
raised by his personal exertions, and through his agents the 
sum of $48,000. 'Nomen formed societies all ol'er the State 
for making clothing and 
resulted of some $20,000 

January, acll'ices 
except 

juncture Mr. Stearns John 
Brown, corne to Boston with the 
friends of freedom, he would pay his expenses. They had 
never met, but' Osawatomie Brown' had become a cherished 
household name during the anxious summer of 1856. Arriving 
in Boston, they were introduced to each other in the street by 
a Kansas man, who chanced to be with Mr. Stearns on his way 
to the committee-rooms in Nilis's Block, School street. Cap-

profound impression came 
his moral magnetism. called 
men, for he wanted ideas 

absolute superiority 
touched an ,,"'qWI"nna 

A little 
modest estimate in hand, 
efforts to bring together certain friends to meet Captain Brown 
at his home, in Medford, he found that Sunday was the only 
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emphatic tonts and manner that our little Carl, not three years 
old, remembered it in manhood as one of his earliest recollec
tions. The child stood perfectly still, in the middle of the 
room, gazing with his heautiful eyes on this new sort of man, 
until his arrested the attention Brown, 

to his knee, tho' awe and 

stuff, 
singular 
saying 
ing of hutter. 

"The' friends of freedom,' with whom Mr. Stearns had in
vited John Brown to consult, were profoundly impressed with 
his sagacity, integrity, and devotion; notably among these were 
R. \V. Emerson, Theodore Parker, H. D. Thoreau, A. Bronson 
Alcott, F. B. Sanborn, Dr. S. G. Howe, Col. T. W. Higginson, 
GO\'. Andrew, others, In February appeared 
before the State Legislature, Mas-

those 
The 

an appropriation aid of 
settled in Kansas 

in Redpath's' Life: I 
1\Iassach usetts State Kansas some 

Sharpe's rifles, with which to arm one hundred 
mounted men for the defense of Kansas, who could also be of 
service to the peculiar property of Missouri.' In those dark 
days of slave-holding supremacy, the friends of freedom felt 
justified in aiding the flight of its victims to free soil whenever 
and wherever offered. The Law 
was 

had never 

I This speech failed to secure any financial aid.-M. E. S. 

i The committee also authorized him to draw on Patrick J. 
Jackson (their treasurer) for $500. 
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Brown, A. D. Stevens, Moffett, Taylor, Leeman, Realf, Cook, 
myself, and Richardson, a colored man. During the process 
of changing cars, at Rock Island, some demonstrations were 
made towards arresting our colored man as a 'runaway 
nigger.' We were speedily relieved of this by the conductor 
taking him by pushing him into 
diately starting of 
surveyors 
ductor came himself as he 
had given thern 
on the morning we stopped at the "';l~,,,,,.Ult 
We ate our breakfast all right, but just previous to going into 
dinner the landlord informed the old patriarch that ollr colored 
man would ha\'e to wait and eat with the servants. The old 
man would not accept the proposition, but, instead, gave the 
landlord a little of his terse logic, and left. \Ve dined at the 
Adams HOllse, 

villa tavern ; 
ing of any 

conditions were 

o'clock in the afternoon, 
the 29th, taking up 
and Tidcl arrived 

the exception of sending out a few notes to friends, inviting 
them to a proposed convention. This body convened on Sat
urday, May 8th (1858). It had 26 in attendance, 14 colored 
and 12 white. Another session was held on Monday, William 
Charles Monrce was made president and John Henri Kagi 
was secretary. 

[1~1r. Gill wrote 
proceedflZl{s, 
live with 
movements 

a brief resume 
however, zts{?d ill the 

On Tuesday, I 9 A,M., Stevens, 
Owen Brown, Taylor, Cook, 110ffett, and myself left, on the 
steamer Swan, for Detroit, destination being Cleveland. We 
arrived there at 5 A.M .. on the 12th, and stopped for breakfast 
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