
were not revo!utionary peoplo and 'Don't visit 
them anymore.· Sometimes he need fO clase h¡~ 
mouth when he vvilnt to say something, be­
cause he knovv lha! if he tell o/Iicial what he 
really feel. he will go back to the security prison. 
Whal he is, he is-not alraid. Ihat vvord is not 
enough for Hank. HJI1k was llever in prison in 
his life, and he's ~ears old. AII his life he 
lived good, the good American life, and he 
comed to Cuba beca use he had that sensitive 
leeling for humanity. 

"1 told him, 'Hank, your place is not here in 
Cuba. Your place is with the Peace Corps, be­
causo you are a very good mano You like lo help 
humdnity.' He said. 'But I love Che Guevara.' I 
said, 'Wcll, maybe Che Guevara had differr.nt 
ideas than other rGVOiUlionarics in Cuba.' 11e 
sald, 'Now I kno\!\' that lor SUIf: -Ihat Che 
Guevera al1d these people are tvvo en\llely 
oiUere',! ideas.''' 

O V'hs Ihere <J funeral for him} 
A "1 don'f know. I 'Nas in custody al !ho ti'rne, 

You knO'!I, at fho lime, nobody can qo out al 
Imrnigra\lon with a pass They IOld U3 lhat, "Oh, 
'Ne ~,rG Gxpee:ting sorne visitors frorn Irn 'lIig IOCIO n 
Nilrlonal" A fe'.'V doys IJtr.r, vve flJund out whOI 
v¡as ¡he re~son. Hank v.'as made suiCide. 

Tllan there is tlle case 01 19 -vear -old J eff 
StlOrr o[ Detroit 1n 1967. young Sho" hiJacked 
,;n fuslern Airlines jetliner en routo Irum M,am; 
to ~Je':v York. Young Shorr got off In HavanH. 
Eventually. his father, Mickey Silorr, o"mer af " 
Sl8'elJ/iJudlo store, was contauerj by Ilw State 
DCPJrtment The Cubiln govarnrnent hou passeci 
v/old lhrough ¡he Swiss amba,s~dor that Jeff 
hJd dled i:) prrson Thal was all ¡hey saiu. Sincc 
then. the senior Shorr SilYS the CulJilns have re· 
fusad 10 lel hlm come to CubJ ~nd have ratusad 
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to ship Jeff's body home. Mickey Shorr assumes 
his son committed suicide. But he has no way 01 
knowing for su re. 

John Peabody. aoo,her Americiln hijacker, 
also trieu 10 commit suicide. He made his attempt 
while in prison, "Johnny , .. six or seven times 
he jumped out of a top bunk with his head down 
to the cement." Babler said. "Every time they 
take him out to the hospital. But he don't died. I 
think he has 100 hard haad. He's still alive. He 
married ilnd he live in a little room ilbout two 
yards 'Nide and thlee and a half yards long Is in 
thal his wife and himself." 

_ In Seplernber 1972, another hijacker-a 30­
year-old blJc:k American wlth a nervous dis-. 
order--jurnped off il six-story building in down­
lOwn HilvanJ after jn ilrgument with his wile. 
He also survived, but lemains paralysed Irom 
thG neck down, according lo the suigeOn who 
oreraled on him. Tho hijacker was then trans­
fered to spend his post-operative recovery 
period in Ihe same prison cell where he had 
begun his life in Cub '~ 

Al lea~t Iwo olher hijackers who had been set 
free are now b;-¡ck in Cuban prisons. Both Witt 

- and Gwnt told of colleagues. who were so dis­
satis.fiad with life in CUb3 that thev'tried réverse 
hijackings. The pair tried to hijack Cuban planes 

• back 10 the United States, but Ihey were 
c¡¡ptured and returned to prison. Witt and Granl 
Identlfied one of the hijackers as Walter Hines 01 
ChicdgO, who they saia hijacked il plane in 
February 1971 on a Chicago-California run. The 
other Ihey knew only as "Eddie Irom Detloit". 

Cuba ilself has never hJd much of a problem 
with hijackers. This is hiHdly surprising. "We 
now h,lve revolutionary crews on board that 
would ralher crash the plane than let it be hi­
jJcked." explained Deni) Camacho, director of 
the 1)lliverslty of Hovana Law School. wllo 
was reassigned to the Cuban Foreign Ministry to 
',,'ork on hijacking. In fact. Cuba'n pilots are 
ur,oer >landing ordcrs, il hijacked, to crash t.he 
plillle-regardless of the costto human life. The 
choice is simple-il the pilots bring their planes 
back 10 Cuba, Castro has decreed they will be 
Sh01 As an adúed deterrent. two Cuban troops 
arrilod wilh subrnilchine guns lravel in the 
cockpit on all domestic flights. They're not 
needed on international Ilights because only 
oflicial or offlcially-approved Cubans are 
permitted to leave the country. 

Cubans seeking political asylum. thus have 
turned increaslngly 10 hijacking boals rather 
than gamble on an airplane pilot's revolutío'náry 
fervor "There has never been a necessity to do 
Ihis extreme thing," Camacho said 01 the orders 
tu crash a hiJacked plane. "YOLl know why? 
t3ecause Ihe 11IJackers don't have enough 
luurilge lO die for the things they belleve in." 

rew of Ihe American lliJackel~ wele ganuinely 
sef'k.inq polillCell a"ylurn ill Cuba. They are 
lecllaqcls teustroled Wllh the monotony or the 
discipline 01 the;r lives, hardoneo criminals 
secking il final wilY out of the sentences lha! 
hang over lhem, black power aClivists with 
dreams of iJ Iruly egalilari;Jn society vvhere 
disCliminatiorl, poverty ilnd p'ejlJdice are;) Ihing 
of lite p~st, ulll1¡¡lanced psychiJtrlc cases who 
never tllink of the lives they are endilngering ur 
o[ Ih~il own doom0ú fate. misguided idealists 
and nlen desp¡;rale tu gl<lb Irenl- page headlines 
They VIere rnan who lelt tr~pped in lhe U niteu 
St;)\es ilnd wilnleu out. Now the lives they left 
do not seem ~(l bad. 

"Ninety-five percent will go hon1e llf they ure 
oermitted J," said Bilbler. They will go home be­
cause they milde i1 mistake." 

O Do you think Ihere is iln ~nsV\'er lo the 
hlladillg problem } 

A: , .. To stop lhe hijacking I Let go baCK all 
lhe hijackers from Cuba who wish to go bac:k. 
And when they go back and talk with peop'9 
and tal k ....vith press 1here will nol be one persor, 
'Nho wish lO hij~ck airplane any more. Only 
need to be a mentally idiot who will hijack air­
plane in the luture. 

O: Do YQU have a message for anyone in tho 
United States who might be thinking of 
hijacking aplane to Cuba? 

A Well, you poor suckers don't believe me? 
I know a black brother of yours-[Rayrnond J 
Johnson and Barry and "Cleveland", you know 
him in Cleveland, Ohio, you know hirn by 
"Cleveland"-limy and BarlY-YOu must re­
member them--Larry and Barry, who hijacked a 
plane in '70. They was black power movement 
meno And now they wish to be back-not in Ohio 
where there is not too much discrirnination­
but back in Mississippi or Ali!bJma or Georgia, 
because they have a different idea 01 discrimina­
tion nuw. Su that is what Ihdt black brother 
thought. Ir you are not black-I am a white man, 
and I have the.samc experienc./.). You know what 
we say-we hiJackers over here, one 10 the 
other, "You asked for it. whcn you hiJ3cked the 
aTrplane, you <lsked for it.': .-. But I don't believe_ 
you believe me, you American people and 
especially you fanatic revulutionary people . 
Well. come over here and lind out. But re­
member_ I say that you will SilV the same thing 
tha! we say over here-"Well, Johnson, you 
asked lor it", and Johnson tell me 1000 times, 
"\NolI, Gabor, you asked for it." when I was 
c.omploining t'o him, "Oh, Goddan-lit. why I did 
it? Why I come lo Cuba 7" and Johnson told me 
rnany timos, "Well. YOLJ asked lor il, you bum." 
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