
'Man Without a Country~ Adjusts
 
•ears In Cuba
 

bricfly studying electrical engineer­
ing at lhe universily, he e\'entuallv 
wound up in prison again, o;' 
charges of having forged a curr.ency 
documento . 
. Hill was among the three prison­

crs released Monday who chose nol 
lO return. Hill said that he is "defi­
nilely going back to the Uniled 
States" as soon as he can "get ínfor­
mation." 

That information has to do witl 
the seriousness of charges that may 
be awaiting him. Hill's mother 
points oul that lhe Albuquerque pa­
pers are full of lhe Cuban prisoner 
release, and that the local district 
attorney is making a reelection 
issue of getting tough with lhe hi· 
jackers who shot the cop. 

"1 DON'T think right now is the 
time for anybody lo come back to 
New Mexico," Dorethea Hill said 
cautiously. 

She also provided a glimpse of 
how Hill may hope to escape the 
most serious charge he faces. 
"Mama, I didn't even see it when he 
was shot," Hill told his molher over 
lhe phone from Cuba, she said. Dor­
ethea Hill sa}'s she remembers a 
yellowed clipping in which one of 
lhe hijacked stewardesses said lhal 
Ralph Goodwin made a .confession 
on the plane - that it was he who 
shot slate policeman Rosenbloom. 

When asked aboul lhe possibility 
that HiIl and Finney could attribule 
the shooting to Goodwin, Albuquer­
que FBI special agenl Ed Sauer said 
drily, "Goodwin's dead. I'd lay il on 
Goodwin." 

* * * 
SITTING IN lhe dingy lobby of 

the Havana Hotel, Michael Finnev is 
alert, energetic. He listens carefuJly 
to the questions asked him, and 
when he sidesteps, he does it as 
neatly and inorrensively as a prac­
ticed politician. 

Exile, he says, is "probably one 
of the most difficult human condi· 
tions that exists.... You're always 
homeless. You're always in a place 
that's not yours." 

When Finney, HiJl and Goodwin 
were first released from Cuban in­
terrogalion in 1971. they were pro­
vided with a monthly allowance of 
-10 pesos - a IiUle less than $40 ­
by lhe Cuban government. 

Their lodging also was provided 
by lhe governmenl - al first in a 
house at the. outskirls of Ha\'ana, 
lhen in various hotels. Michael Fin­
ney says he has worked al a variety 
of jobs: cutting sugar cane, doing 
sorne leaching. Working or noto he 
got thesame 40 pesos. Plus ciga­
rets. 

AND HOW HAS it been, the real· 
ity oC living under Cuban commu­
nism? 

A very dangerous question for 
Michael Finney. 

. .. ~ ran into many things that wer~ 
. dlfflcult to understand," he says 
carefully,. "from an ideological 
pOll1t oC Vlew, and from a political 
point of view." 

He won't say what things. Again 
\:ery. carefuJly, he says, "My posi· 
llon IS that I support lhe principIes 
of lhe Cuban revolulionary move­
ment.'· I 

Though, Iike lhe mysleriolls "1\10­
hammed," he spoke no Spanish al 
all ~hen he landed, Finney's Span­
Ish IS now "perfecto." as he cunl\' 
says. With hardly a trace of Ameri· 
can accent. yet still with a hinl of 
somelhing nol quite Cuban, Finnev 
is oClen mislaken il} Ilavana lor a 

Puerto Rican. 

HE WAS JUST another face in 
lhe crowd in Havana. He had dinner 
one nighl wilh IWO American offi­
cials al the U.S. Interests Section. 
He met a young Cuban woman, and 
is now engaged. 

Yes, he says, he would Iike lo go 
back to the United Slales. 

He still insisls thal the TW A hi­
jackiog "was never an idea. I hi­
jacked aplane to save my life." 

He writes long letters lO Malaika, 
who Iives with her mother in San 
Francisco. Maybe she will visit him 
.in Havana next year. "She's going 
to school - very artistic, very in­
telligent." She's 'earning lo play the 
flute. Next month she will be 'O 
years old. 

Michael Finney will soon be 30. 
"For me to gel back Ito lhl" 

slatesl," he says with neither visi­
ble bitterness nor apparent self· 
pit '" think is almosl impossible." 


