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JAMES MOORE (1640-1706), Indian trader and adventurer, 
arrived in the province about 1675, probably from Barbados. 
In 1673 he obtained a grant for 2,400 acres near ~oose Creek 
and also had several town lots in Charleston. He was attorney 
to Lady Yeamans, wife of Governor Sir John Yeamans, and about 
1675 married her daughter. He i8 said to be the son of Roger
Moore, one of the leaders or the 1641 rebellion in Ireland, "to 
have inherited the rebellious blood" of his father. In Caro­
lina he identified himself with the discontented elements and 
was active in movements of protest and a leader of the Goose 
Creek faction. He had an important place in colonial politics 
as a member of the Grand Oouncil, proprietary deputy, member of 
the first Assembly, secretary of the province, Receiver General, 
and Chief Justice. In 1700 he was elected governor and in 170) 
was appointed Attorney General. 

He was a large planter, a part-owner of two merchant 
vessels, and an active trader in furs. In addition he dealt 
with pirates and engaged in illegal Indian slave trade, aad 
in 1692 was forbidden to leave the colony for tEading except
with consent of governor and council. While he was governor
(1700-1702) he had a bill introduced in the Assembly which would 
give him a monopoly oí the Indian trade, but the bill was de­
feated)and he dissolved the Assembly. lllegal voting was charged
in the election of a new Assembly, but he prevented an investiga­
tion of the charges. In 1702 he reluctantly led an expedition
against Sto Augustine, and was unsuccessful in capturing it. 
In 1704 he commanded a foray against the pro-Spanish Apalachee
Indians, and the success of this mission re-established his 
military reputation. His dreams oí exploring the M.ississippi
died with him a few years latero 

His wife Margaret Berringer was the daughter of Lady Yea­
mans (née Margaret Foster) and her first husband Colonel Benja­
min BerringerJof Barbados. They had ten children. James, Jehu, 
Roger, Maurice, John, Nathaniel, Anne (married David Davis),
Mary (married 1st Robert Howea 2nd Thomas Clifford), Rebecca 
(married 1st Thomas Barkera 2nd ~illiam Dry) , and Margaret
(married Benjamin Schenckingh). Their son Roger was married 
three times, first to Mary Rayner, second to Catherine Rhett, 
anQ third to Mary (7), probably the widow of Frederick Jones. 

Family descends through the marriage of Roger Moore to 
Catherine, daughter of Sarah Cooke and William Rhett. 

(See also. Dictionary ofAmerican Biographya Biofraphical
Directory of the South Carolina House of Representatives.> 
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WILLIAM RHETT (1666-172) was born in England, the so~ of 
Sir Gualter de Rhaedt, a Hollander in the service of King
Charles 11. He died in South Carolina, having become one of 
the most powerful men of the province's proprietary period. 
He was captain of the merchant ship Providence, twice a member 
of the Commons House of Assembly, Speaker of the House, com­
missioner of Indian trade, Justice of the Peace, and Receiver 
General. His wife managed their retail business while.he 
imported the merchandise, with, it is said, little concern for 
where he traded or how he acquired his goods. At one time he 
was accused of illegally trading with the French and Spanish,
and his wife was charged with appropriating the property of 
minor children under her guardianship. 

He was a capable military man and in 1706 commanded a 
rag-tag squadron of six merchant ships which helped repel the 
French and Spanish at Sewee Bay. In 1718 he was commissioned 
a vice-admiral and given command of an expedition against
Stede Bonnet, the notorious pirate, whom he captured and brought
back to Charleston. Bonnet escaped, however, and Rhett success­
fully recaptured himl this time the pirate was hanged. 

He is reputed to have had a violent temper, but was aman 
of great courage and ability who rendered brilliant services 
to the colony. He was a loyal churchman and generously aided 
the Anglican clergy and St. Philip's Parish. His family man­
sion at the time of his death was the excellent building
later known as no. 60 Hazel Street, one of only three buildings
in Charleston believed to have been built during the Proprie­
tary Governmentl it was later the birthplace of Wade Hampton 111. 
Rhett's will mentions his plantation called The Point or Rhetts­
bUTY, outside the city fortifications, and a plantation called 
The Hagan in Berkeley County. The historian Edward McCrady 
says he died suddenly of apoplexy as he was preparing to depart
for Barbados, where he had been appointed governor. 

His wife was Sarah Cookel after his death she married 
Chief Justice Nicholas Trott. There were four children of 
William Rhett and Sarah Cooke who survived infancYI Willlam, 
Sarah (marrled Eleazer Allen), Catherine (marrled Roger Moore), 
and Mary (married Richard Wright). This family descends 
through Catherine Rhett and Roger Moore. 

(See also. Barnwell Rhett Heyward, "The Descendants of 
Col. William Rhett, of South Carolina," in the South Carolina 
Historical Magazine, vol. 4, nos. 1 and 21 and the Bio ra hical 
Directo of the South C rolln House of Re ese t t ves. 
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JOHN BOONE (1645-c.1711), the son oí Thomas and Sarah 
Boone, was a Barbadian planter who came to South Carolina about 
167). Although he would resume planting, his career in the pro­
vince began with Indian trading, dealing in Indian slaves, and 
association with pirates. He was elected to the Grand Council 
during the 1680s but was twice removed because of these dealings.
He was a major in the militia and associated himself with the 
anti-proprietary party, the Goose Creek Men. His land grants 
included two hundred acres on the Santee and another 1,1)0 acres, 
three town lots in Charleston, and in 1697 a grant of 4)0 acres 
on the Wando River where he established the plantation known as 
Boone Hall. He held various local offices, but when elected 
vestryman of Christ Church parish, he refused to take the 
qualifying oath. 

His wife was Elizabeth Paty (or Patey), daughter of THEO­
PHILUS PATY, Esq. (fl.168o), a cooper who arrived in the pro­
vince before April 1678 and settled first at Oyster Point. Paty 
was a kinsman of John Monk, one of the cassiques,who named him 
in 168) to be a guardian of his daughters Elizabeth and Sarah 
Monk. Paty's four children were Mary (married ••• N~llins), 
Edward, Sarah (married Robert Fenwick), and Elizabeth (mar­
ried John Boone). 

John Boone and Elizabeth Paty had seven childrena Sarah 
(married 1st Hugh Hext. 2nd Andrew Rutledge), Thomas, Theo­
philus, Susannah (married George Haddrell), Mary, Elizabeth 
(married 1st Mark Holmes, 2nd Francis Craxton), and William. 

Family descends through his daughter Sarah's first marriage 
to Hugh Hext. 
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HUGH HEXT (íl 01686) immigrated to Carolina with his !amily 
from Dorsetshire, England,about 1686 and settled on the Stono 
River in Colleton Countyo His landholdings included 870 acres 
on the Stono River and 640 acres on the Port Royal Rivero He 
was a member of the Second and Fourth Assemblies and held other 
public orficeso 

The name of his wife is not knownl they had ten children. 
Alexander. Edward, David, Thomas, Amias, Hugh, Amelia (married 
0.0 Godfrey), Katherine (married '0' Still), and Martha (married
1st William Bowerl 2nd John Bee)o The marriages oí his children 
and grandchildren connected the Hexts with the families of 
Stanyarne, Hamilton, Grimball, Boone, Rutledge, Sams, and Edings o 

His son Captain HUGH HEXT (d01732) was a resident of Sto 
Paul's Parish during the 1720s and then moved to Christ Church 
Parish where he had a plantation on Wando Neck o He also had 
two houses in Charleston and 640 acres in Sto Helena's Parisho 
He served in two Assemblies and was captain in the militia, 
Justice of the Peace, and aheriff of Colleton Countyo He was 
churchwarden for Sto Paul's in 1725-1726 and for Christ Church 
Parish, where he owned a pew, in 1729-1732. In 172) he married 
Sarah Boone, daughter of John Boone and Elizabeth Paty. Only 
one child is known, a daughter Sarah. who at the time oi her 
marriage to Oro John Rutledge in 1738 was said to be the "chie! 
heiresa of the town." From her uncle Edward Hext, a merchant 
of Charles Town with a plantation at Pon Pon, she inherited 
plantations on Hilton Head Island. Dr. Rutledge subsequently
sold this property to John and Benjamin ChaplinJand it ia 
probably the same 400-acre, ocean-front property later known 
as Chaplin Plantationo 

Family descends through Sarah Boone and John Rutledge. 

(See also. Biograihical Directory oí the South Carolina 
House oí Representativei.) 
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JOHN RUTLEDGE (d.1750), surgeon, carne to Carolina abo~t 
17JO-1735 from County Meath in the north of Ireland. His 
brother Andrew, an attorney, preceded him and rose to distinc­
tion, becoming attorney general of the province and Speaker of 
the Commons. John Rutledge was the second physician in the 
province and was appointed surgeon of the First Regiment oí 
Mtlitia in 17J8. He servad as member of the Assembly from 
both Sto Paul's and Christ Church Parishes, was a member 01 the 
Charleston Library Society, and a vestryman for Christ Church. 
He had a town houae in Charleston, a plantation in Christ Church 
Parish, and two plantations on the Stono River. He was buried 
in Sto Philip's churchyard in Charleston. 

In 17J8 he married Sarah Hext, daughter of Captain Hugh
Hext and Sarah Boone. Of this marriage it was said that he 
captured the chief heiress of the town, gave up the idea of 
medical practice, and became a gracious host and quiet but 
active participant in the social and political affairs of the 
community. They had seven childrenl John, Andrew, Thomas, 
S~rah (married John Mathews), Hugh, Mary (married RogerSmith),
and Edward. Through the marriages of his children, John Rut­
ledge became allied with the families of Grimk', Middleton, 
Gadsden, Smith, Shubrick, and Mathewes. 

The children ol Sarah Hext and John Rutledge are a 
noteworthy group. Their eldest son John (1739-1600) became 
governor of South Carolina and its president, when he was known 
as "Dictator John." He was a member of the Provincial Congress
of 1775. Chief Justice of the state, and associate justice of 
the United States Supreme Court. He was named Chief Justice in 
1795,but his appointment was not confirmed by the Senate. 

Thomas (1741-178) was a member of the General Assembly and 
served as an officer in the Revolution. Hugh (1745-1811) waB a 
lawyer and judge and became Speaker 01 the South Carolina 
House of Representatives, chancellor of the state, and judge oi 
the Admiralty of the state. Edward (1749-1800) was al80 governo~ 
of the state and was a signer of the Deelaration ot Independenoe.
Sarah's husband John Mathews, son of Sarah Gibbes and John 
Mathewes, was governor ot South Carolina, 1762-1783. Mary
(1747-1832), with her infant son Edward 5mith, was the subjeet
oí a Romney portrait, painted in London in 1766. 

Pamily deseenda through Mary Rutledge and Roger Moore 
Smith. 

(See a1801 BiofraPhtcal DirectorY oí the South Carolina 
Houae 01 Representat ves. 
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Sir ALLEN APSLEY (1569?-1630), Lieutenant of the Tower 01 
London, was the youngest son of John Apsley, Esq., of Pulborough. 
Sussex. He was knighted in 1605 and in 1617 was made Lieutenant 
of the Tower. Many eminent prisoners were under his charge,
including Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir John Eliot. 

He was married three times, first to a rieh widow in 
Ireland, whose name has been lost. His second wife was a 
daughter of Sir Peter Carew. He married third Luey, daughter
of Sir John Sto John of Wiltshire. Three of his ehildren are 
known. Luey (married Colonel John Hutehinson), Sir Allen 
(1616-1683), and James. Allen was the eldest son of his third 
wife Lucy and was a royalist in high favor after the Restoration. 

Sir Allen Apsley died at the age oí 61 andwas buried in the 
Tower Chapel. 

(See alsol Dictionary oí National Biography.) 

Colonel JOHN HUTCHINSON (1615-1664») of England, progenitor
of the Carolina family, was one of that group, of whom Oliver 
Cromwell was the most famous, who signed the death warrant of 
King Charles 1 in 1649. He was the son of Sir Thomas Hutchin­
son, knight of Owthorpe, Nottinghamshire, and Margaret, daugh­
ter of Sir John Byron oí Newstead. Edueated at Cambridge, he 
entered Lineoln's loo in' 1637, to study not law but musie and 
divinity. 

He was a Puritan soldier, taking the side of the Parlia­
mentary group against the King, and in 1643 was appointed by
Parliament to be governor of the town and eastle of Nottingham.
His kinsmen among the royalists tried to bribe him to turn over 
Nottingham to them, but he refused their offers and sueeess­
fully rebuffed eaeh military assault. 

In 1646 he was eleeted to Parliament tor Nottinghamshire, 
sueeeeding his tather who died August 18 of that year. His 
religious views led him to the Independent rather than the 
Presbyterian party, and under his wite's ínfluenee he adoptad
the main tenets ot the Baptists. 

In 1648 he agreed to act as one of the King's judges,

according to his wife very much against his will but bacause
 
he felt himself obliged by his eovenant with God and his posi­

tion of publie trust. After serious consideration and prayer,

he signed the sentenoe againat the King's life.
 

He was a merober of the first two Councils of State oí the 
Commonwealth, but in 1653 retired to private life. Cromwell 
tried unsuceessfully thereafter te persuade him te accept
office. 
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After the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 he escaped 
the fate of other regicides through the intervention of his 
kinsmen Lord Byron and Sir Allen Apsley, who submitted that he 
was not dangerous and had to a certain extent forwarded the 
Restoration. He was not satisfied, however, to be free while 
others of the King's judges were imprisoned. 

In October 166) he was arrested on suspicion of complicity
in the Yorkshire plot and gained some peace of mind after his 
imprisonment. He was confined to the Tower and treated severely. 
In May 1664 he was transferred to Sandown Castle in Kent, a 
ruinous and unhealthy place where he died four months later. 
He was buried at Owthorpe. 

Although his defeRse of Nottingham was a service of great 
value to the Parliamentary party, his subsequent career in 
Parliament and Council of State shows little sign of political 
ability. It ls reported that he was irritable, quick-tempered, 
and probably deficient in self-control. His fame rests on his 
wife's commemoration of his character. 

His wife was Lady LÚCY APSLEY (b.1620), daughter of Sir 
Allen Apsley and his third wife Lucy, daughter of Sir John 
Sto John. Her father was Lieutenant of the Tower of London, 
and she was born in the Tower. Her parents aparad no expense 
in her education and at one time she had eight tutors for as 
many different subjects. On July), 16)8,she married Colonel 
John Hutchinson. 

After her husband's death in 1664 she began writing his 
biography, which was intended simply for the preservation of 
his memory and the instruction of their children. It was 
finished in 1671 and in 1806 was published by the Reverend 
Julius Hutchinson as Memoirs of the Life of Colonel Hutchinson. 
(JulluB was a descendant of her husband's half-brother Charles.) 
It is said to possess a peculiar value among seventeenth cen­
tury memoirs and as a picture of the life of a Puritan family 
and the character of a Puritan gentleman, to be unique, even 
though ahe overrates her husband's political importance and ia 
prejudiced and partial. Her account of the civil war in Not­
tinghamshire, however, is full and accurate. This biography 
has been reissued, sometimes with revisions, at least eight 
times, most recently in 19651 a French translation was published
in 182). The lives of John Hutchinson and Lucy Apsley and the 
writings of the latter have been the subject of a number of 
works -- a current English biQliography ShOWB eleven or more 
books and articles about them published in this century. 

Lucy Apsley Hutchinson died sometime after 1675. The 
names of their children are not known except that one daughter 
was Mrs. Orgill. The Elliott-Gonzales family records show that 
there was a son, also named John, from whom the Carolina family
is descended. 
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THOMAS HUTCHINSON (1721-1790), son of Dr. John Hutchinson 
and his first wife Ann, was a great-grandson of Colonel John 
Hutchinson and Lady Lucy Apsley. He was a planter in St. 
Bartholomew's Parish and a representative in the Fourteenth 
Royal Assembly. He held various other public offices, includ­
ing Justice of the Peace~ and in 1757 was captain of the Sixth 
Company (Chehaw District) of the South Carolina regiment com­
manded by Colonal Henry Hyrne. His property included a planta­
tion in St. Andrew's Parish, three.plantations in St. Bartholo­
mew's -- Chehaw, Walnut Hill, and Combahee. a Charleston town 
house on East Bay, an lsland in the Ashepoo River, and several 
undeveloped tracts in Georgia. 

He was married twice, first to Rebecca Holman, daughter of 
William Holman and his first wife Ruth Bodet, and second to Ano 
(her last name unknown). His children were born of the first 
marriagea Ann Holland (married Colonel William Skirving), Re­
becca (married Philetheos Chiffelle), and Thomas. Family des­
cends through his daughter Ann who married William Skirving. 

(See also. C. V. Wedgwood, "The King's Trial," in Horizon, 
vol. ?, no. JI and the Biographical Directory of the South Caro­
lina House of Representatives. A v~ry full acco~nt ol Colonel )
John Hutchinson appears in the Dictlonary of Natlonal Biography. 

JAMES SKIRVING (c.1715-1?87), born in Devonshire, England,
 
was the son of William Skirving of Westminster. He had a bro­

ther William living in Great Britain in 1787. According to
 
family tradition, James Skirying came to South Carolina as the
 
surgeon of a British regiment and remained in the province,

marrying a young girl whose immediate lamily had perished dur­

ing a smallpox epidemic. Through this marriage he acquired

large holdings in the yIcinity of Jacksonborough.
 

He was a physician and planter in St. Bartholomew's Parish, 
and his property included a Charleston town house on White 
Point staffed by fourteen slaves, a tract on Turtle River in 
Georgia of 1,000 acres, and a plantation at Chehaw and 1,082 
acres on Horseshoe Creek, both in St. Bartholomew's. He prac­
ticed medicine in addition to planting and during the 1740s was 
official parish physician. He represented St. Bartholomew's in 
a number of Assemblies both before and after the Rev01ution 
and held many public olfices in Colleton and Charleston Dis­
tricts. After the Revolution he gaye the plantation at Chehaw 
to his son William and retired to Charleston. He was a member 
of Sto Philip's Church and in 1752 was vestryman for St. Barth01­
omew's. 

He appears to have married four times, but the name 01 his
 
first wife is not known. She was presumably the mother of his
 
daughter Elizabeth (married 1st Archibald Stobol 2nd Philip

Smith).
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In 1744 he married Mary Jackson, daughter oí Henry Jackson 
and probably the widow oí Phillemon Parmenter. They had íive 
childrenl James,William, Mary, Jackson, and Charles. 

His third wiíe was ~arah Saunders, daughter ot Roger Saun­
ders and Anne Elliott, and widow oí John Champneys. They'had 

Oono children. Aíter her death he married Charlotte Godin, daugh_ 
ter of Benjamin Godin and Marianne Mazyck, and widow oí James 
Mathewes of Charlestonl no children. 

WILLIAM SKIRVING (1745-1812), planter oí Sto Paul's, was 
the son of James Skirving and his second wife Mary Jackson. 
During the Revolution he served in the militia, rising írom 
captain in 1775 to colonel in 1778. He comaanded a regiment at 
the Battle of Port Royal in 1778 and servad with Francia Marion 
in 1779. When Charleston fell in 1780 ha was paroled and took 
British protection, but shortly thereafter rejoined the American 

omew's which he received from his first wife, and the Chehaw 

forces. His case was one which the British citad as a reason 
for delaying exchange oí prisoners in 1781. 

His holdings included several plantations in Sto Barthol­

plantation which his father gave him. From his father-in­
law Thomas Hutchinson he inherited valuable property in Geor­
~ia, in Sto Bartholomew·s. and in Charleston. He represented
Sto Bartholomew's in a number of Assemblies and held other pub­
11c offices. 

Colonel William Skirving was married twice, íirst to Mary 
Sacheverell oí Sto Paul's, only child and heiress of Thomas 
Sacheverell. No children are knownJ she died in 1768, aged 18. 

His ' second wife was Ann Holland Hutchinson of Sto Bartholo­
mew' s, the daughter oí Rebecca Holman and Colonel Thomas Hutch--· 
inson. Through this marriage he acquired Oak Lawn plantation
and other lands amounting to perhaps )0,000 acres. They had 
two chi1dren, William and Anoe Rebecca (married Thomas Rhett 
Smith). 

The portraits of Wi11iam Skirving and his wite Ano were 
painted by the colonial artist Jeremiah Theus and have re­
mained in the family, descending to their great-great-great­
granddaughter, Harriott Rutledge Elliott ~onzale8, who was the 
last oí the íamily to malea Oak Lawn her residence. When she 
died unmarried in 1957 Oak Lawn passad to her ,nephew Frank 
Hampton oí Columbia, and the Skirving portraits. to her godson
and greatnephew Dr. Ambrose Gonzales Hampton, Jr. The portrait
of Colone1 Sklrving is sti11 ln his possessiQ~ whi1e that oí 
Mrs. Skirving belongs to 

, 
his siater Henriette Rampton Norria. 

There are no descendante known by the name Skirving.
The family was connected through marriage with the families oí 
Wi1kinson, Price, Postell, Fishburne, Smith, and McPherson, 
and distantly with the íamily oí George Washington. 

Fami1y descends through Anne Rebecca Skirving who mar­
ried Thomas Rhett Smith. 
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THOMAS RHETT SMITH (1768-1829) was the son of Roger Moore 
Smith (a member of the Provincial Congress and lieutenant-, 
colonel of militia during the Revolution) and his wife Mary
Rutledge (sister of Governor John Rutledge). He was educated 
in Paris, perhaps also in England. A fine planter and lover 
of flowers, he laid out ten acres of rose gardens around his 
house at The Bluff, which was a miniature replica of the gardens 
at Versailles. He is said to have been far in advance of 
his time in agriculture. 

When the Charleston Courier was founded, the publisher 
hoped that Smith would accept the editorship,and it was held 
open for him for a long time. He was very retiring, however, 
and preferred the lettered leisure of his plantation life and 
his rose garden, and declined to undertake work which would hav~ 
meant leaving his plantation to live in Charleston. The family
thought he later regretted this decision, for although he was 
a brilliant essayist, he left nothing permanent in literature, 
and his last words, on his death bed, were "My life has been 
written in the sand." 

A meeting was arranged between John C. Calhoun, at the 
height of his power, and Thomas Rhett Smith at a banquet 
given in Calhoun's honor in Charleston. A number oi able men 
gathered to enjoy the matching of wits of these two great
minds, and shortly after the event a Northern roan who attended, 
reported that Smith easily revealed himself the more brilliant. 

In 1795 he was married to Ann Rebecca Skirving, daughter
of Colonel William Skirving and Ann Holland Hutchinson. They
had seven children. William Skirving, Mary, Bethia, Ann Hutch­
inson (married William Elliott), Thomas Rhett, Caroline, and 
Edward. 

Family descends through his daughter Ann Hutchinson, who 
married the Honorable William Elliott. she brought with her 
Oak Lawn plantation and other lands amounting to perhaps )0,000 
acres. 

(See also. James H. Rice, Jr., The Aftermath of Glor~, 
Charleston, 19)4.) 


