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HOME OF ISLAND LODGE, HAVANA, CUBA

Queen of thé Antilles

Freemasonry on the Island of Cuba

It eannot be said that Freemasonry thrives on persecution, but it
can be said that Masons who maintain their membership and activity
under the strains of perscention have a much higher conception of
the institution and appreciate their connection with the raternity
more than de those whose greatest hardship has been the pavment of
annual dues.

For more than a century, in Cuba, to be a Freemason was to be a
martyr; in fact heing a Freemason in any Latin American country
in times past, or even at the present time, requires great gobs of that

" Masonic virtne known as Fortitude, for many a Freemason has given

np his life in the defense of principles. The story of Freemasonry
on the Island of Cuba is filled with these slories of persecution, of
hardships, of strife between grand lodges, of contention hetween
“higher bodies” which sought to dominate grand lodges, and finally,
the formation of a “united” grand lodge which is today earrying on
the traditions and customs of Freemasonry in a way which has
caused it to secure recognition from practieally all the Masonic world.

And because they have sueh an interesting hisfory, and hecause
they are our next door neighbors, and beeaunse they are good neigh-
hors, we feel that our brethren in the English speaking world should
know more about Cuban Freemasonry.

But, first, just a word about Cuba and its history. The Island is
only ninety miles distant from the American City of Key West; it
has an area of 44,161 square miles, and a population estimated at
4,199,952. It lies in the Gulf of Mexico, the largest island of the
West Indies group. Only fifty miles separate it from the neighboring
island of Haiti, and 85 miles from the island of Jamaien. It has n
length of 730 milos and an average breadth of 50 miles. 1t has n
coast line of 2,500 miles with excellent harbors, largest of which is
Havana, one of the finest ports in the world. One of these ports,
Guantanamo, has been leased to the United States as # naval base and
is playing an important part in the present war.

It is & country of plains and mountains, one peak rising to a height
of over 8,000 feet; the soil is fertile, and the tropical heat and
humidity make a rich vegetation and tropical fruits and vegetables
flourish. The population is two-thirds white.

The island was discovered by Columbus on his first voyage in 1492;
its name is an Indian name, and with the exception of a brief period
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in 1762-63 it remnined a Spanish colony until the Spanish-American
War of 1898, when under the terms of the Treaty of Paris it became
a ward of the United States. The island beecame a republic in 19‘0‘2
and its government is modeled after that of the United States, with
the exeeption that presidents sexrve one term of four yenrs and enn-
not sueceed themselves. CGeneral Fulgencio Batista is the present
exceuntive,

Sugar, molasses and tobacco are the chief products. There are more
than 3,000 miles of railroad; there are three large air baf;es 'at Ha-
vana, Camaguey and San Antonio de Los Banos. Edumt‘mn is com-
pulsory between the ages of 7-14. Catholicism predominates; the
Ianguage is Spanish, although English is widely understood.

AN BXCITING THSTORY

Cuba has had an inleresting, yot exeiting, history. Velasquez's
invasion in 1511 drew many immigrants to the island in the lzopm
of seearing some of the untold wealth which the island was sagd to
have. The transfer of Jamaica to England enused many Jamaieans
to move to Cuha. Then for two centuries the island proved to be the
nbode of pirates and bucecaneers which were the basis for the island’s
wealth. Then in 1762 Havana was enptured by the British under
Admiral Pocock and the Earl of Albemmle; the following year it
was given back to Spain in return for the Floridas. When a portion
of the island of Santo Domingo was ceded to the French, most of the
Spanish residents left and located in Cuba. During t‘he black revolu-
tion, many French left Santo Domingo and settled in Cuba.

Havana was restored to Spain by the Treaty of Paris in 1763 and
therenfter there was n series of liberal governors, so much so, 1.:hat
Cuba might have been said to be independent. There was a liml‘bed
amount of freedom politically for a few years under the constitu-
tion of 1812, and in 1818 the island was opened to the commerce of
the world. But underlying all of this was a jealousy between these
born in Spain and those born in Cuba, a desire by many to be an-
nexed hy the United States, and a plotting for independence.

Then eame the period of rule by “Captains General,” together with
the “special laws” laid out by the mother country for %he control of
the people. Cubans protested these laws, and especially the law
which failed to give them a voice in the Cortes (General Assembly).
Under O'Donnell there oceurred a bloody persecution of the bl‘a(.zks.

And some of the great powers began to be interested in the political
future of the island; England, France, Columbia, Mexico, and even
the United States were said to have been involved. Presidents Pierce
and Buchanan were for nequiring the island by purchase, and ff’ul»\
1849 to 1851 there were no less than three filibustering expeditions
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organized in the United States, which had for their objective the
“liberation” of Cubn. Two of these were led by the Spanish Geu-
eral Narcisco Lopez, a Freemason.

Corrupt admiristration and other forees hrought abont the Ten
Years’ War, The Separatists were led by Carlos Manuel de Cospedes;;
the war was waged largely in the enstern part of the island. Therc
was mueh pillage and destruction by the forees of both sides. Many
hoped for American intervention-—which never came, But this re-
bellion which hegan in 1868 was settled by the Treaty of Zanjon in
1878.

But the treaty failed to bring about all that was demanded. In
1881 the Spanish Constitution of 1876 was proclaimed in Cuba. Gen-
eral Calleja suspended the constitutional guarantees Feh. 23, 1895,
and the leaders of the Ten Years’ War again took to the field. Among
these were Generals Maximo Gomez, Jose Marii, Antonio Maceo,

and Calixte Gareia; this time the seat of war was in the western

provinees. President MeKinley, in the United States, did not wish
to yecognize the rebels, but did believe in intervention to stop useless
bloodshed, Spain was very resentful of this attitnde and the ground
was laid for an explosion. And it was an explosion. The U. 8. Battle-
ship “Maine” blew up, ov was blown up, in avana harbor in Foh-
ruary, 1898.

The United States demanded the withdrawal of Spanish troops:
war follotwed at once. A Spanish naval squadron was destroyed
while leaving the port of Santiago de Cuba; the port was invested
with land forees and foll to the invaders. In December of that year
Spain “relinquished” the island in trust for its inhahitants. Spanish

‘rule ceased January 1, 1899, and the military rule of the United

States on May 20, 1902,

The first Cuban Congress met May 5, 1902; Governor Thomas
Estrada Palma was elected the first president. A threatened insur-
rection in 1906 was quashed by the establishment of a provisional
government sponsored by the United States. January 28, 1909, the
republic was again inangurated and shortly thereafter the American
troops were withdrawn, Since this time there have been several
minor disturbances and some severe finaneial erises.

The Cubans have heen deeply appreciative of the support of the
American government; they have stood solidly behind ns during
various international congresses; they declared war on Germany in
1917 and agnin in December, 1941. In return, our government has
enabled them to float loans, has loaned them money, and in all ways
attempted to be & good neighbor. That Freemasonry has had a large
part in this policy will be fully understood by n eareful reading of
the story of Freemasonry on the Island of Cuba as here reeountaod.
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CUBA’S FIRST LODGE

During the formative period of Freemasonry it was a generally
accepted custom in the Grand Lodges of Scotland, England and Ire-
land to establish military lodges. These lodges were regularly char-
tered and were usually attached to a regimont of foot soldiers. Of
this we have many examples in our own country in which military
lodges wore chartered in English, Trish and Scoteh regiments sta-
tioned temporarily in such cities as Boston and Philadelphia. The
military has played an important part in the establishment of Free-
wnsonry throughout the globe.

This was partienlarly true in the Isiund of Cubs, for we learn that
in 1762, when England had conguered Cuba, a regiment of soldiers
was sent to the city of Havana; this regiment was the DeWebb regi-
ment belonging to the brigade of General Waish. The Grand Lodge
of Ireland gave a warrant to the members of the fraternity connected
with this regiment, it being registered ns Lodge No. 218, and it ear-
ried on an existenece until the regiment left the Island, July 6, 1763.
When, where, and how it worked, the reeords do not tell; there is
little trace of its existence. Tradition has it that the lodge worked in
the ancient convent of San Francisco, the convent being oceupied by
officers of the conquering army and later used as the custom house;
in recent days it served ns the city post office,

To the Ars Quatuor Coronatorum we are indehted for a photograph
of this lost Cuban Masonic document. 1t was written on parchment
§34 ineches in length by 81% inches wide, the manuscript is sealed
with red scaling wax, upon which in relief is an arm holding a Ma-
son’s trowel; attached to the seal are two ribbons, the broader one
being blue, the narrower one yellow. The existence of this lodge is
certified to by Brother Robert Freke Gould, but who adds that the
names of the officials given in the charter are not those of any officers
of the regiment., The lodge probably did net work upon candidates,
other than those in the army of oceupation. Gould reports that the
charter was granted in 1750, and there is evidence to show that eleven
members of the regiment were initiated during the stay on the Island.

The document referred to as being in possession of Ars Quatuor
Coronatornm, is a membership certificate saund reads:

““And the Darkness Comprehended it Not—-

In the East A place full of Light where Reigus silance and
peace We tho Master wardens and Secrotary of the Worship
full of Free and Accepted Masons Dedicated to 8t. John No. 218
on the Registry of Lreland held in the Forty Bight Regiment of
Foot (Ne Varietur) A Dornd with all their Honours and As-
sembled in Due Form

Do hereby Declare Certifie and Attest to all men Lightned spread
on the Wact of the Farth that the Bearer hereof Alexander
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Jockburn hath been Received av Entered Apprentice and fellow
Oraft and after sufficient proof and Tryall we have given uonto
him the sublime Degree of Master and he May Lawfully and
Safely without any Demur be Admitted into And Accopted off
by: any Bociety to whome these Presents Come Greeting——

Given under our Hands and Seal at our Lodge Room at the

Havanna this 3d Day of May in the year of our Lord 1763 and
in the Year of Masonry 5763

William Smith, Master
James Lee,

(Seal) Rich’d Coombs (7), Wardens
Peter Tobin: Seerctairy.”’

To understand the beginnings of Cuban Freemasonry we should
remember that in the enaly history of the Island it was nothing but n
Spanish Colony, or rather a territory exploited by Spain, without
possessing any politieal vights whatsoever. 1t was subjeet to the rule
of bigoted monarehs who were enemies of liberal ideas in general and
Freemasonyy in particular. England had chartered lodges in (-
braltar and Madrid as early as 1727, and from this simple heginning
the fraternity was spread over many parts of Spain. At the instiga-
tion of the Toly Inquisition, Ferdinand VI, in 1761 , forbade the
practice of Freemasonry in any of the Spanish territories under
penalty of death. Me did not suceced in extinguishing the lights in
all the countries of the Spanish Crown, for we know the G rand Logit
Espanola changed its name to Gran Oriente in 1767, and was reeog-
nized by the Grand Lodge of England, consequently we are not sur-
prised that at the end of the Eighteenth Century there was little
Masonic light in this far western possession,

About 1800 the Spanish and French were driven from the Tslands
of Santo Domingo and Haiti; many of these settled in Oriente Prov-
ince. Bome of these settlers were members of the fraternity, but the
charters under which they had worked authorized them to work only
in the Island of Santa Domingo. With their avrival in Cuba began o
new era in Cuban Masonry, but to the brethren of the military lodge
must go the credit for having implanted Freemasonry in that country.

THE LAND OF PERSECUTION

For some unaccountable reason Freemasonry appears to thrive
under persecution. If this statement be true, then it is ample expla-
nation for the present status of Freemnsonry in Cuba. The historian,
Emanuel Rebold, tells us:

‘‘In no place except Cuba hag one seen Freemasonry exposcd to such
atrocious persecution as in this Catholic reign par exeellence, perseeution
founded on tho bulle of Clement X1I (April 27, 1738) and Benedict XIV
(March 18, 1751), and the edict of Cardinal Colsalvi (August 12, 1814).
in ail of which Freemasons are excommunieated and the severest punish-
ments, including that of death, were inflicted upon them.?’’
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We have previously referred to the establishment of lodges in
Madrid and Gibraltar. The ultra Catholic Spanish clergy showed it-
solf here as an enemy of the institution. However, Jose Torrubia,
censor and an official of the Holy Office of the Inquisition in Madrid,
was charged by his superiors, in 1750, te form a Masonic Lodge under
a false secular name, with the purpose of obtaining the secrets and
hecoming familiar with the doetrines of the fraternity. For this pur-
pose he obtained from the Papal Delegate the necessary dispensa-
tions relieving him from any oaths he might have to take on becoming
a Freemason. He next visited the various lodges in the Provinces of
Spain and, as a elimax, presented himself before the Supreme Tri-
bunal of the Inquisition, where he proceeded to denounce Free-
masonry as the most abominable institution that existed in the world
and accusing its members of all types of vices and erimes. He handed
over a list of ninety-seven lodges which had been established in Spain
and urged that the full power of the Inquisition be turned upon them.

Becnuse of the growing power of Freemasonry, the Holy Office
persnaded the King to issue an interdict against the fraternity, which
was done. All Freemasons who were discovered fo be such were put
to death, and thus Freemasonry did not again show signs of life until
the French Invasion of 1807, after which it soon reappeared and
again spread throughout the Kingdom, so that by 1809 there existed
various Orand Lodges in Spain, but in 1814 the Inqguisition was re-
cstablished and Freemasonry was again compelled to go under ground.
Cuba, being a Colony of Spain, Freemasonry naturally underwent
the same {reatment as it did in Spain iself, and during the period
of the Inquisition none of the Spanish Grand Orientes exereised any
authority in Cuba.

August 15, 1814, King Ferdinand VII, of Spain, ordered the Su-
preme Council of the Inquisition to publish the edict of Pope Pius
VII, proclaiming in effect “that if the ancient Roman Senate passed
«tif penal prohibitions against certain groups of people because they
might be working against the government or the publie welfare, with
much greater right the Holy Church should work agninst so-called
Freemasonry, the Iluminati, or the Egyptian mysteries which ac-
company their shady operations with rifes, ceremonies, which were
suspicious in view of their secrecy, at least and without doubt con-
spiring against the established religion, especially that of Christ, of
which the Roman Pope was established as head, master and guard by
the Divine Founder.” Former Popes had issued edicts against the
fraternity. Pope Clement XII, in a bull, April 27, 1738, ordered
all Frecmasons to be exeomununicated, and from which only the Pope
rould absolve them. Then followed Benediet's papal bull, May 18,

1751, confirming the edict of Pope Clement, but giving additional
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reasons why Freemasonvy should he prohibited. The Pope's Seere-
tary of State published an ediet, January 14, 1739, in which he de-
ereed against these Masonie sinners the most severe temporal punish-
ment, at the same time giving orders to assure their execution. Bene-
diet XTV, to give force to the same provisions, charged that all mag-
istrates apply these punishments with every possible vigilance, Pope
Pius VII, “to rid the world of a gangrene that might infeet the
whole body of the State,” ruled that the whole force of the law should
be applied in all territory ruled by the Apostolie Chair, nrging that
all who might have the misfortune of participating in any mauner in
the eriminal Masonic associntion, to reflect sericusly abont the abyss
of perdition to which they had submerged their souls, “that they
would be excommunicaied here and even in that Eternal Trihunal
where there is rothing hidden, and that they shounld return sineerel 3
penitent to the arms of the Mother Church.”

The government knew, of course, where the Freemasons were con-
gregating ; they knew the names of those who were officially conneetod
with the lodges, and these names and places were turned over to the
Presidents of the Tribunal. The general edict which went forth ol
this time prohibited any one in Rome, or the Holy Pontifical Do-
minion, “to continue, reccive anew, renew, or start any so-callod
Masonic association under name of any kind, and to give neither aid
nor help to such individuals.” None were to be permitted to keep in
their possession any instrument, seal, emblem, statue, or thing in-
volved in the exercise or earrying on of said associntion. Any one
who had knowledge of secret mectings must immedintely communi-

. cate it to the government or the ehureh, being assured that all such

information would be kept secret and that the informer would bhe
well paid when he gave sufficient proof for conviction. Punishment
decreed against a violation of the edict would be severc bodily punish-
ment, total or partial confiseation of goods or wealth, which would
be apportioned betwceen the ministers and executors of the Tribunal
in proportion to their diligenece in discovering the guilty parties. All
buildings were to he taken, reserving to the owner, in case of his
heing ignorant as to his tenant, the right of heing reimbursed.

Persecution of Freemasons was the order of the day in Cuba, even
up to the time of the American oceupation. According to a documen
dated July 17, 1814, one Don Manuel Ramirez was thrown into jail
without a hearing, one of the complaints set forth agninst him being
that he was a Freemason.

Dr. Vidal Morales y Morales, in his hook about the martyrs of
the Cuaban Revolution, tells us:

‘“Juan Clement Zenea, in a work of which we have seen only 104
pages, which was printed in Mexico in 1868, says that one Roman de la
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L!lz, uncle of Jose de la Luz, was carrying on 2 revolutionary project
‘Ylth some members of the fraternity in Havana, Freemasons who at that
time had great prestige and had counted on the influence of the lodges
which were under their direction. The conspiracy could not have had very
much importance since there was nothing heard or published about it,
and we only know that it ended by one of those intrigmes which have

disorganized all that which illustrious lonored people have tried to
organize, ’

Roman’s wife, in a confession to her priest, told of the matter;
she was absolved from her sins, but had opened the doors of persecu-
tion against her heretical husband. He was deported to Spain, where
he died in confinement. Although he was rich, he reccived no money
during his exile. The sum which his wife had sent him monthly passed
through the hands of her confessor, and the Iatter took care to with-
hold it, thus ending the first tentative revolution in the Island of
Cuba and marking the lamentable end of a leader who, it was said,
was active, intelligent and brave. .

In July, 1830, we learn that various Freemasous were put to death,
or in prison and given sentenees of various leugth, by the military
commission. One Jose Solis was charged with being a Freemason
and conspiring as a1 member of the society of the Black Bagle. 11e
was given a sentence of ten vears in prison in Ceuta. Whether these
Freemasons conspired under the guise of a seeret society or not, it is
vertain that they werve sentenced beenuse of their membership.
Morales says in his artiele ahout the Black Eagles:

‘¢ He saw the diploma of the Rose Croix of Jose Solis, who incidentally,
with other prisoners, was pardoned on the oceasion of the birth of Isa-
het I1. This diploma gives us an idea of the state of art of that period.
The diploma is illuminated with a multitude of colors, its appearance is
beautiful, but that which is clearly written upon it is more beautiful
still, The invocation is striking ‘in the name of the Most Holy and In-
divisible Trinity,’ that is to say that our Masonry in that epoch, as was
that of Fngland and ¥France, was Trinitarian, a fact of which we have
heen ignorant since in Cuba we have always been governed by Ameriean
customs and traditionsg in the affairs of Freemasonry.

¢¢1t was dated December 3, 1825, and stamped with the names of Lueas
Areadio de Ugnrte, M.S.M.; Felix Rodrigucz Hermida, First Vigilante;
Juan Saldana, Beeond Vigilante: Mareos Fernandez Castanedn, Seere-
tary; Gabino Hernandez, Treasurer; that is to say, all, except Saldana,
who had died, were condemned as Freemasons beeause they had used
their own names on the signature instead of their symbolic names as they
could have done.’”’

During the governorship of Don Miguel Tacon and Rosique, from
March, 1834, the Freemasons were persceuted constantly, and one
does not exaggerate in stating that during the four years of his rule
there was no evidence of Masonie activity, Queen Christing, in 1834,
issued an edict of amnesty to all who had helonged to any seeret so-
ciety up until April 26, 1834, hut any who might have had a part in
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any seevet society, or had loaned assistance to any member, were
Hable to lose their employment, to suffer imprisonment, exile, or to
have their property confiscated. This was sufficient reason for Free-
masonry remaining latent until 1857,

June 22, 1849, when the newly organized Grand Lodge met to hold
a festival in honor of St. John the Baptist, the Grand Master warned
the representatives “to meet with all possible seercey in order to
avoid surprise on the part of the police” who visit the meetings fre-
quently to see if there were prohihited activities.

On March 21, 1869, Brother Jose Rosell, who had been imprisoned
since February 11 of that year, with several others, was taken to the
Colony of Santa Tsabel de Fernanda Poo; later he was taken to Vera
Cruz. The lodge with which he had been connected (No. 12) began
to suffer persecution, and lodges were ordered to suspend their activi-
ties in order to avoid politieal complications. Five lodges which
worked in the Temple at Havana ceased meefing; later they began
holding communications in the residences of members, but always
with the greatest watehfulness and care. During this crifical time
numerous schools were founded by the members of the fraternity,
eausing a Cuohan Brother to remark:

““What a singular thing. The more our Order is persecuted the more
it lives for its country, the more it aids its government by the establish-
ment of publie aschools.?’

In 1868, the. Provisional Governor of the Archbishoprie of Cubs,
the Priest, Jose Orbera y Carrion, published a seurrilous cirenlar
against Freemasonry in which he stated that the Freemasons were
atterhpting to undermine the religion of the people of his Arch-
bishoprie, all of which should cause alarm and consternation to the
parents of families and all good citizens. He said the Freemasons
were sserilegions in that they called secret the locale of the meeting
place of the lodge; the silence which prevailed in the lodge was de-
seribed as religious, in faet everything they did was ecither saered or
religions. The zealot quoted from the ediets and bulls of the Popes,
heginning with the time of Clement X1I, in 1738, and continuing to
the time of Pius IX in 1865. He stated that civil power had found
it necessary to prohibit the fraternity. All sinners were asked to re-
turn to the fold of the church. .

Maximiliano Galan made 8 brilliant reply to the Reverend gentle-
man, He opened by stating that Freemasons believed they were teach-
ing life as Christ had tanght it, and they worked toward that boly
purpose promulgated by the Divine Master in his attempt to trans-
form all humanity into one family of friends and brothers. He re-
ferred to the fact that the charges made against the Freemasons were
nlso applied to the early Christians; he expressed his belief that the
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Priest alone was to blame, for it was he who had cast the aspersions,
not only upen the Masonic brethren, but also upon their roothers,
wives, and children. These were best able to state as to whether Free-
tasons were atheists, for most everyone know that one of the first
vonditions demanded of those who desired to be initinled was to ex-
prress o firm helief in o Supreme Being., Galan nsked the Priest to
pardon him il he had offered any offense {6 him, heeause sueh was
1ot his intention, nnd although the Priest might be ealled an enemy of
I'reomasonry, the Freemasons should love him becanse had not the
Master tanght that people could not Iove God and hate their hrother?

In the year 1870, during the Grand Mastership of Andres Puente,
the Spaniards attributed to the Freemasons the existence of a seeret
=ociety in Santiage de Cuba, which, it was purported, aided the in-
surreetors. Commander Boet arrested fourteen memhers of Frater-

nity Lodge No. 1, at a mecting and took them to the City of San Juan,

where Puente was assassinated; he was shot as a traitor. AH great
~auses have martyrs and the cause of Freemasonry had one in Most
Worshipful Brother Andres Puente. The Grand Master had fallen
n saerifice to his integrity, but the institution, in the meantime at-
tained external development. .
Brother Nicolas Domingucz Cowan, an enthusiastie Freemason,
proposed that they celebrate funeral honors in memory of the late
trand Master. While the idea was approved by the active members
of the lodge San Andres, over which he had presided, there were
many who did not agree beeause of the danger which the aet entailed.
The mecting was called for 6:30 p. m. March 5, 1870. It was gen-
erally known, not only among the Freemasons but publiely, that the
object of the mecting was to do honor to the late Grand Master. The
appointed night and hour arrived; the lodge temple was full, the
membership were there en masse. Shorily afterward, armed uni-
formed men appeared in the streets leading to the temple; later this
had grown to an immense crowd, all erying “kill the conspirators,
death to the Cuban Council.” The outside guard informed the Wor-
«hipfnl Master that the populaee were mounting the stairs, The
Master said to his brethren:

““Do not be alarmed, my dear brethren, our fate, whatever it may be,
we must faee with courage; we must save our charter above everything
oleg,??

A brother responded that he would gnard it with his life. Finally,
hreaking out of the lodge hall, and with unusuaal bravery, he reached
the home of a brother, where he safely deposited the charter. The
man who earried the charter to safety was Brother Edward Godwin,
an emplove of the enstom honse. There were more than one hundred
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brethren in the temple on that evening; some fled, others were pro-
teeted and gained permission to leave, forty or more were made
prisoners. During their stay in jail the brethren excmplified to the
other prisoners what Freemasoury meant, and bore out the doctrine
of the equality of men. None denied that they were Freemasons,
ench stated the offielal position which he oceupied in the lodge. The
Mayor deerced the freedom of the group, becanse in the Spanish
penal code there was no Iaw which set forth that Frecmasonmry was
a erime. So, three days later, they left the prison—free men.

But the good news was not to last. A few days later, in the official
nowspaper, there appeared a deeree ordering them to be returned
to prison for the purpose of “paying satisfactory bail.” All returned
fo prison voluntarily, even three of the brethren who had left Cuba.
When Easter Sunday arrived, the prisoners displayed true Masonic
ideals by taking up a subscription of $1,632.00 with which they pro-
ceeded to redecorate the chapel and altar of a Catholie chureh, bought
and presented some magnificent candlesticks, and supplied the chapel
with a new rug. Even the Pricst and their doctor were so impressed
that they promised to use their influence in secing them released.
The order for relense was obtained by these two men and delivered
to the commanding officer, who doubted the advisability of turning
them loose, but when the Captain General rcturned to Havana he
was persunded to permit them to lenve jail under bond, after having
spent one hundred days as prisoners.

A most carious incident connceted with Independencia Lodge is
recounted by Brother F. de P. Rodriguez, the Cuban historian:

“*One of the members was General Donate Marmol, who always re-

- garded Freomasonry as a religion. A notice was once sent to him, while

commanding the Division of Bayamo, that a Spanish Licutenant was to
introduce into the City a convoy of provisions badly needed by the hungry
population there sheltered. General Marmol set to work and captured
the convoy, together with the Lieutenant. The Spanish officer, when
taken into camp, asked to sce the General, to whom he gave a Masonice
sign and pleaded for his deliverance, reminding the Genmeral that the
provigions were not for the soldiers, but for the many Cuban refugees.
General Marmol was touched, and thinking of the Lieutenant as a Mason
and not as a soldier, released the Lieutenant, and handed him back the
convoy. This act was harshly condemned by the General’s subordinate
officers, who knew nothing of Masonry and among whom was Maximo
Gomez, who was afterward initinted into Independencin T.odge and in
courge of time arose to be the Generalissimo of the Cuban Army, when
we achieved our independence long afterward. General Marmol, that fine
specimen of manhood, died shortly after the above incident. The Presi-
lent, Cespedes, was treacherously shot the year following at San Lorenzo,
Independencia Lodge dying with him, after an existence of over three
years. That was the only military lodge known to have existed during
our Ten Years’ War.”’
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CUBA

In 1891, Manuel Ruiz Inzn, well-known Cuban author, published
a short story concerning the beginnings of Freemasonry in the Island
of Cuba. In this article he tells ns:

““The Grand Lodge of France, founded in 1748 in the City of Guarico,
now Cape Haiti, the first lodge on the Island of Santa Domingo, with
the name of St. John of Jerusalem, and, in 1765, in Los Cayos, the sec-
ond lodge, with the name Reunited Brothcrs. This was followed by the
establishment of additional lodges, named suceessfully Reunion of Hearts,
Harmony, Perscverance, Hope, Friendship, Truth, Beneficent Concord,
all of which were organized in 1795 into a Provineial Grand Lodge.
Brother Huet de In Chapelle, a Civil Judge and Lientenant of Almiran-
tazgo, was the Grand Master of the Provineial Grand Lodge, and also
of 2 Grand Chapter of the Rose Croix of Heredom, the Intter having been
established by the Grand- Lodge of France at Petit Goave, then the
military and general government headquarters of the Colony.’?

Being forced to leave the Island of Santo Domingo, hecause of a
change in government, the members of these lodges came to the Island
of Cuba, where two of the lodges, La Concorde and La Perseverance,
continned to work in the Cities of Baracon and Santiago de Cuba;
the other two, ’Amitie and La Benefique Concorde in Havana, al-
though their charters authorized their working only on the Island of
Santo Domingo. The latter two lodges changed their names fo the
Spanish equivalent, Amistad and Benefiea Concordia. Apart from
the fact that they gave their names fo two strects of the city, very
little of their activities is known.

At the conclusion of the war between Franee and Spain, in 1808,
the Governor (leneral of Cuba forced all immigrants from Santo
PDomingo that had not heen naturalized, to leave the Island and to
destroy the two lodges in Oriente Province, Concordia and Perse-
verancin. These two lodges later reappeared, in 1810, in New Or-
Jeans, La., with charters issued by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvanis,
where they, with three other lodges in that city, formed the Grand
Lodge of Lounisiana in 1812,

In 1804, brethren who were members of some of these lodges, and
others who were members of lodges dependent on the Grand Lodge

of Pennsylvania, petitioned the Iatter named Grand Lodge for a

charter in order that they might found in Havana a lodge under the
title “Termple of the Theological Virtues No. 103,” December 17, 1804.

TEMPLE OF THE THEOLOGICAY, VIRTUES LODGE N0, 103

The first charter for a Cuban lodge was that issued by the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, December 17, 1804, with the above name.
The lodge is variously referred to under its French or Spanish name
of “Le Temple des Vertus Theologales,” or “Las Virtndes Teo-
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lognales.” This lodge was intimately conveeted with Joseph Cerneay,
its founder.

In the early part of the last century the name of Cernean was
prominent in the affairs of the Scottish Rite becnuse of his attempts
to establish the higher degrees in competition with an already estab-
lished Supreme Couneil. Joseph Cernean was horn in 1763 in
Villeblerin, France; he was a silversmith. During the War of 1804
he settied in Havana and had attained to all the degrees of the Scot-
tish Rite, which, at that time, were climaxed by the 25th degree. His
associntes in the new lodge, of which he was to he Master, were two
other Frenchmen, Pierre Cowrrey and Pierre Bauschey, e was
expelled from the country in 1806 beenuse of his French origin and
revolutionary character; he proceeded thence to New York, where
he proceeded to establish the Grand Consistory U. 8. A.- s death
oceurred in Fraunce in 1815,

During the year 1817 and 1818 there is no record of the lodges
Concorde, Friendship or Theologieal Virtues, and it is barely possible
they did not meet, or, if so, met secretly. .

In 1805-06 three lodges, Reunion des Coeurs, Coneorde, and Per-
severance were reorganized at Santiago de Cuba. They were dis-
persed in 1808, but many of their members showed up in New Or-
leans where, on Qctober 7, 1810, the first two eonsolidated under the
title Concorde Lodge No. 117; the other lodge became Perseverance
Lodge No. 118, - At this time, during the years' from 1818 to 1822,
lodges numbers 157, 161, 166, 167, 175, 181 were granted charters.
All but the last two had surrendered their charters by the year 1822,
and in 1826 the last two charters were revoked beeause of the failure
of the lodges to meet and make report.

In 1815 the Grand Lodge of Louisiana granted a ebarter to Lodge
No. 7, and in 1818 to lodges Nos. 11 and 14; South Carolina char-
tered Constancia Lodge No. 50 in 1818, and La Amenidad Lodge No.
52 in 1819; The Grand Orient of France implanted a lodge aud con-
sistory in 1819, and in 1821 gave charters to the Lodges La Constante
Sophie and PHumanite.

There are many statements and opinions as to the lodges which
existed in Cuba at this time. Alvarez, in his History of Masonry in
Cubn, lists the following:

“fEstablished by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania: Temple of Theo-
logical Virtues No. 103, Yavana, Cuba, chartered Docember 17, 1804;
this lodge was undoubtedly the No. 1 mentioned in other lists; Las
Delicias de la Habana No. 157, Havana, March 2, 1818; La Recompensa
de las Virtudes No. 161, Iavana, May 9, 1818; La Union de Regla No.
166, Regla, April 5, 1819; La Fidelidad Habanern No. 167, Havana, Sep-
tember 16, 1819; La Benevolencia No. 175, Santiago de Cuba, November
8, 1820; The True Philantrophy No. 181, Santingo de Cuba, April 1, 1822,
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“¢ Established by the Grand Lodge of South Carolina: La Constancin
Neo. 50, Havana, March 27, 1818; Amenidad No. 52, Havana, March 31,
1820,

*“Bstablished by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana: Union Fraternal de
Caridad No. 14, Havana, 1815; El Templo dc la Divina Pastora No. 19,
Matanzas, 1818; La Rectitud No. 22, Havana, 1822. (The last three did
not form a part of the Spanish Grand Lodge of the York Rite.) ??

Alvarez does not accept the statement that on Mareh 27, 1818, the
Lodges of Theologieal Virtues, Delicins and Constanecia met in the
eonvent to establish the Spanish Grand Lodge ol the York Rite.

Dr. Albert G, Mackey, in his history, tells us that the Grand Lodge
of Bounth Caroling recognized the Spanish Grand Lodge of the York
Rite Mareh 30, 1821, as a result of a communication received from
that Grand Lodge antouncing its formation “and seeking friendly
relations with the Grand Lodge, stating at the same time that Lodge
Amenidad No. 52 of our jurisdiction, asks permission to return its
charter innsmuch as its members desire {0 beecome a part of the Grand
Lodge of Havana.”’

Brother 11. B. Jeffre is our aunthority for eonditions which existed
at this period:

““Pe Clouct was a member of the ‘Grand Orient’ of France, and as
such founded in Ilavana in April, 1818, a ‘Grand Consistory’ of 32°,
‘del Rito Escoces Antiguo y Aceptado, Principes del Real Seereto,” to
which he gave authority to found lodges, chapters and counecils, and to
confer the 32°, The Grand Orient of France approved his work under
charter dated April 7, 1819, It appears doubtful, whether three lodges
that were working at that time in Havara and Matanzas, really did com-
bine with this Grand Consistory, but we accept that De Clouet formed
several more lodges and also brought others that had been working inde-
pendently, under the autherity of this Grand Body. One lodge at Jeast,
‘La Constante Sophie,’ received its charter from the Grand Orient of
France direet. Of other bodies between the 3° and 32° nothing is known,
except that the work of the blue or symbolic lodges was under the direc-
tion of a ‘Gran Oriente Simbolico de la Isla de Cuba,” also known as
‘Gran Oriente Bimbolico de la Nueva Thebaida,’

‘‘Shortly after the formation of the Grand Consistory, the Gramd
Orient of France ceded its Masonie authority over Cuba to the ‘Gran
Oriente Nacional de Espana.’ As this body was divided in various fac-
tions, each of which claimed to be the only authorized and competent
one, obedience was denied by Cuban Masonry. A factor contributing to
this denial probably ean be found in the desire of our Cuban brethren
to.be free Masonieally as well as politically.

““Out of the Grand Consistory founded in 1818 by De Clouet d ’Obernay
developed the ‘Grande Oriente Territorial Espanol-Americano-Rita Esco.-
ces de Francos-masoncs antiguos y sceptados—? regularly established in
the City of Havana. This Grand Orient was divided in two sections, viz:
The *Grand Oriente Simbolico,” or ‘Camara Simbolica’ and the Grand
Consistory (32°). It is interesting to note that many of the members
of these two bodies were officers of the Spanish army and navy, also that
these bodies claimed jurisdietion over the Island of Puerto Rico and
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seemingly over Mexico too, ns on the roster appears a lodge in Tw
baseo, ‘Los Amigos Filantropicos.” Jurisdietion was also claimed over
the Floridas and New Spain (Santo Domingo and Maiti),

‘“The situation in 1822 was such that the bodies working in the York
Rite were ‘free and sovereign,” whilst those of the Seottish Rite were
still subjeet to the influence of the ‘Gran Oriente Nacional de ¥spana.’
In order to free the blue lodges of the Scottish Rite of this influence and
counteraet af the sameo time the attempts and claims of the Consistory
to control the blue Jodges, at the instigation of the ‘Gran Oriente Sim-
bolico Escoces,’” negotiations were entered into with the Grand Lodge
of York Rite Masons, On November 7, 1822, the fusion of both rites
under the name of ‘Gran Logia Fspanola del Rite York’ was approved
and signed. The Grand Master and other officers of this new symbolie
bhody were chosen by lot drawn hy each pair of corresponding officers.
The roster, after this fusion, shows 66 lodges subjeet to the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge, as of January 29, 1823. .

““This would seem to indicate a flourishing Masonie }ife in this Island
at the beginning of the third deeade of the past eentury. However, the
political upheavals of this epoeh—the wars of liberation against Spanish
domination in the Americas were in full swing—made themselves felt in
Cuba. In 1824 a decree of the King of Spain forbade again all Masonic
and other sceret moeicties, which order was carried out faithfully by
the military governor of the Island. Neither the Grand Liodge nor the
Consistory could hold meetings and on January 1, 1828, the Grand Lodge
of York declared itself officially dissolved.

f¢This state of afTairs lasted for about thirty-five years, though there
were Masous in Cuba, some of them initiated in forcign countrics. In
1857 *Prudencia’ Lodge in Matanzas was founded under a eharter
granted by the irregular Supreme Council of Louisiann, Two lodges,
‘Prudencin’ and ‘Fraternidad’ eame into being in Santingo de Cuba
under the jurisdiction of the ‘Gran Oriente Hesperieo Reformado’ of
Bareclona, which in spite of all perseentions tried to continne its Masonie
work.”’ ’

The Grand Lodge of the York Rite was declared officially dissolved
January 1, 1828, although neither this Grand Lodge nor the Spanish
Grand Lodge had been holding any regular eommunications. Then
followed a period of perseeution when several of the members were

placed in prison or otherwise punished.
© REVIVAT, OF FREEMASONRY IN COLON

The word “Colon” was taken from the Spanish name of Christopher
Columbns. Under the heading of Colon the territory included West
Indies and all the Antilles; in the Grand Lodge it veferred partie-
ularly to Cuba and Puerto Rico. The revival of Freemasonry began
in 1859, even under the despotic rule of General Don Jose de la
Concha, and largely ss a result of the labors of one man, Andres
Cassard, Cassard is noted for having printed a Spanish monitor for
the fraternity. He came to Cuba with authority from the Supreme
Couneil at Charleston, S. C. e found a lodge in Mantazas working
under the auspices of an irregular Supreme Couneil in Louisiana;
the name of the lodge was Prudence. There was also another lodge
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ostablished in December, 1857, known as Fraternidad. These two
lodges offered the only heginnings for the re-establishment of the
fraternity in Cuba.

To establish a Grand Lodge required an additional lodge, and in
Mareh, 1859, three Masons from Santingo de Cuba, who were living
in Hudson, N. Y., and four initiates in Fraternidad No. 387, peti-
tioned the Grand Lodge of South Carolina to found the Lodge San
Andres, and in November, 1859, San Andres Lodge No. 93 was estab-
lished. Fraternidad Lodge beeame No. |, Prudence No. 2, and San
Andres No. 3 in the newly established Grand Lodge, this act oe-
curring November 27, 1859. Franeisco Grinan y Mozo hecame the
first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Colon.

On May 22, 1860, a lodge was established in Jiguani; it was known
as Lodge Restauracion No. 4. This was followed by the establish-
ment, in 1861, of Amor Fraternal No. 5, Segunda Prudeneia No. 6,
and Discipulos de Salomon No. 7. Mcmbers of Amor Fraternal, in
[Tavana, formed a new lodge in February, 1762, known as Masonie
Faith (Fe Masonica), althongh the formation of this lodge met with
no little opposition.

Alvarez tells us that Albert Pike gave authority to de Castro “io
regularize any crror that Andres Cassard might have committed in
organizing the bodics of Cuba, and to establish that peace and har-
mony that should exist among the ancients in the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite.” Alvarez is not clear as to what caused Pike
to feel that such an authority was nceessary.

Brother Jeffre in his “Beginnings of Masonry in Cuba” gives us
additional information:

¢“Nor are the reasons clear why de Cnstro should have es'tablished a
‘Supremo Conscjo y Gran Oriente de Cuba y Las Antillas’ in Havana,
on March 28, 1862, instead of cooperating with the ‘Gran Oriente de
Colon’ at Santiago. Castro did not succeed in absorbing, as he wished
to do, the Grand Bodies cstablished at Santiago, but it scems he had
better success with brethren in Havana and the rest of the Island.
‘Cuba y Las Antillas’ were recognized by the Suprerpm()ouncﬂs of
France, Fngland, Scotland and other Europcan countrics. A m‘xmber
of lodges formed in Hlavana by de Castro established in 1868 the ‘Gran
Logia de la Ilabana.” This Grand Lodge had a very short life indeéd,
as it was dissolved on October 10th of the same year (Grito de Yara).
At the same time too, the ‘8. C. y Gr. O. de Cuba y Las Antillas’ ceased
to oxist on account of internal dissensions.

¢¢The influence of this irregular body on the development of Masonry
in Cuba must not be underestimated. Due to the politieal situation and
also lack of communications, Santiago, as the main seat of Masonry, was
rather isolated. IHavana, however, as the capital of the colony, and
due to its geographical loeation, had greater facilities and it must be
admitted that the Order received a great impetus under de Castro, even
if the ‘S.C. ¥ G.0. de Cuba ¥ Las Antiltas’ is mnot considered logal,
Masonieally speaking.
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‘““To rcturn to Santiago, we have seen that nt the end of 1859 the
‘Gran Oriente de Colon’ came into being. But already in 1860 differ-
ences arose between the Grand Lodge and the Supreme Council, in spite
of the fact that the officcrs of one hody in many cases also belonged to
the other high body. The Consistory believed it had the right to super-
vige the working of the blue lodges, and even some, not all, brethren
of high degrec pretended to have authority over brethren of a lower de-
gree. Charters for new lodges were oceasionally granted by the Supreme
Couneil without consulting the Grand Lodge. Add to these differences
the faet that Masonry in Cuba was split in two factions, one high body
in Santingo and another, the more active one, in Havana, and it will be
oagily understood that the ‘Gran Oriente de Colon’ did not prosper as
desired.

“‘Finally, in August 1867, the Grand Lodge, under Grand Master
Andres Puente decided to give itself a constitution, elaiming absolute
control of the blue lodges and refusing to acknowledge the right of
the Supreme Council to interfere with the symbolic lodges, but leaving
to the Supreme Council the control of all other Masonic bodies. This
constitution was approved in September 1867 and a corresponding noti-
fieation was sent to the Supreme Council. Albert Pike publicly gave ap-
proval to this separation of powers,

‘¢ Although, from a legal point of view, as a scction of the ‘Gran
Oriente de Colon,” the Grand Lodge had a perfect right to give itself
a constitution, the Supreme Council refused to accept as definite the step
taken by the Grand Lodge and after prolonged negotiations which led
nowhere, arbitrarily dissolved the Grand Lodge, on September 5, 1868,
asguming control over all degrees of our order.

‘‘In their desire to preserve harmony and avoid irreparable damage
to our order, the Grand Lodge declared a recess until a general con-
vocation of the ‘Gran Orviente’ at which all lodges of the jurisdiction
were to be represented. This assembly was to have takem place on
November 25, 1868, but was never held because on October 10th Carlos
Manuel de Cespedes, Worshipful Master of Buena Fe ILodge at Man-
zanillo, raised the battle ery against Spain.

‘‘Thus, at the beginning of 1869, Masonry in Cuba was faced with
the fact that the ‘slightly irregular’ S.C. y Gr. L. de Cuba y Las
Antillag’ in Havana was dissolved and that in Santiago the Supreme
Council had assumed, hut did not excrcise, the functions of the re-
cessed ‘Gran Logia de Colon,” and further that the Supreme Council,
now the only supreme organism of Masonry, was completely paralyzed.
This was due, partly to the sickness or absence of its officers, and partly
to the strictest surveillance by the Spanish authorities. Very few, if
any, meetings were held and no further records are on hand, except to
show that the Supreme Council transferred to Havana, in 1882, where
in 1876 already the present ‘Gran Logia de la Isla de Cuba’ was
founded.”’

Gould’s history (Seribner edition), tells of the condition of Cuban
Todges in 1868-70:

‘“Thirty lodges had fallen in 1870 to about seven, and in the latter
year, the Supreme Council organized a Provincial Mother Lodge at
Havana, against which the Grand Lodge very naturally protested. The
warrant to this Mother Lodge was soon after recalled, but the dispute
between the Supreme Council and the Grand Lodge continued. In
1875—April 11—the Grand Lodge resumed work openly, and in the
following year entered into a compact with the Supreme Council whereby
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it was agreed that the former should have exelusive jurisdietion over
Symbelie Magonry with the sole right of ehartering lodges. . . .

‘fAfter this compact, it is contended that the Grand Lodge, though
still nominally n section of the Grand Orient, had full jurisdiction over
Symbolic Masonry. Nevertheless, it is quite clear that there was a
divided authovity and, apparently, great Masonic eonfusion on the
fstand. The Grand Lodge of Colon held five meetings in August 1876;
it deelared itself free from all other authority, a sovereign body with
full and wunlimited powers over its suhordinates. This action was ne-
celerated by nn event of August 1, 1876, when the representatives of
nine chartered Jodges . . . met at Havana and formed the Grand Lodge
of Cuba. This hody, from the very first, kept itsclf free from the
Pighting infloenee of the so-ealled high  degrecs. . . . The Grand
Lodge elaimed to have on its roster 36 lodges, and 8,000 members; its
formal rival, the Grand Lodge of Cuba of 1877 possessed an apparent
following of 17 lodges. In the Infter yenr—June 3rd—a second Grand
Lodge of Colon, or Columbus, at Havann wag added to the two existing
traft grand badics. Thus, we find three organizations, each eclaiming
to be the regular Grand Lodge. . . .

‘ Eventually, however, the CGrand Lodges of Colon at Havana and
Cuba formally united, and, March 28, 1880, the Grand Master of one
hody heeame Gramd Master, ond the Orand Master of the other body
heeame Deputy Grand Master. The title assumed by the new organiza-
tion was ‘The United CGrand Lodge of Colon and the Island of Cuba®
andd it entered upon its cavcer with a roll of 57 lodges, and hetween
5,008 and 6,000 Masons,

““The lodges under the original Grand Ledge of Colon at Santiage
de Cuba remained true to their allegiance. In 1885 the number of
lodges had inereased to 82, with Provineial Grand Lodges Santiago de
Cuba and Purerto Rico; Lut from the official lHat of 1886, there were
then only 58 lodges upon the roll; of these 30 were at the Capital or
in its vicinity, and 28 in other parts.”’

ATTEMPTS TO SECURE RECOHINUTION

Recognition of the newly established Graod Lodge was slow. Grand
Lodges in this conntry had heen presented with so many elaims as to
jurisdietion that they were undecided ns to what recognition should
he extended. The fact that many of these claims were in Spanish
resulted in their failing to be presented to Grand Lodges for eon-
sideration. Their netion was favther influenced by the fact that—

¢Tn 1873 the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite had notified
todges and other bodies, including the Grand Lodge of Colon, that they
were under the direction of the Consistory and would report not to
the Grand Lodge but to the Supreme Council. The same decrce pro-
vided that nll possessors of either the 317, 32° or 33° were by thaf fact
honorary members of all the lodges and cntitled to participate in their
deliberations. . . .

“In July 1876, the Provineial Grand Lodge, having insisted upon
an aeeounting for the large sum of money paid into the treasury of
the Supreme Council hy the lodges, it was summarily suppressed.’’

The Spanish-Ameriean War did much to bring about new life in
the affaiva of the fraternity in Cuba. Tn the first place, it freed our
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Cuban brethren so that they might earry on publicly and wilhow
interforenee the work of their Grand Lodge; again, it brought Cuban
affairs directly under the surveillance of the Grand Lodges of the
United States. An influx of American eitizons and members of the

"THE WEST,” MASONIC TEMPLE, HAVANA, CUBA

military establishment was an additional enconrasgement fo the Cuban
brethren; many of those high in anthority in the American military
government were members of the fraternity. Admiral Sehley, Get;—
eral Shafter, General Scott, Colenel Theodore Roosevelt, Goneral
George M. Moulton, and many others had patt in the ve-establish-
ment of Freemasonry on the Island.

At this date (1944) there arve 205 regularly constituted lodges
working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the Island of
Cuba. These lodges are apportioned to districts, of which there are
75, each district being in charge of a District Deputy Grand Mastor.
There are four English-speaking lodges in Cuba—Island Lodge in
Havana, Landmark Lodge in Camaguey, Kane Lodge at Banes, Santn
Fe Lodge on the Isle of Pines. The total membership of these Eng-
lish-speaking bodies in Havana is about 300, while the membership
of all these lodges in Cuba will not exceed 400.

There are a fow clandestine lodges in the eastern part of the Tsland,
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but we were informed that these are gradually being weeded out and
their membership is becoming affilinted with regunlar Grand Lodges.

The present membership of the Grand Lodge of the Tsland of Cubsa
is 15,000, and we are told:

“¢Order has heen brought into quarters where temporary diffefrences
had produced disscnaion. Honesty and business-like administration of
finances is insisted on and a special commisgion appointed to look
after this matter, and supply standard models for bookkeeping trans-
actions. . . . The Grand Master holds that it is beiter to have fewer
lodges and fewer members than men who cannot, or will not, submit to
Masonic Inw and eooperate to maintain the high reputation which
Cuban Masonry has won after years of struggle against attacks and
misinterpretation by opponents outside of the lodges.”’

Many new Masonic Temples have been erected in various parts of
the Island and are dedicated to the purposes of Freemasonry. There
is an uniformed national Masonie band. The government reeently
donated to the Grand Lodge n valuable picee of property in the City
of Havana in recognition of its fine work in having provided a sehool
for children and a public library. Tt is well to know that this prop-
erty was obtained through the influence of Dr. Auntonio Bosch, who
is not a Freemason. )

In the city of Camagney, one lodge maintains a dental dtspen:sary
for children; nnother lodge has given an ambulance to a hospital ;
almost $4,000.00 was sent to Puerto Rico for relief in the devastated
regions a few years ago. In one year more than sixteen thousand
pairs of shoes were given to children, enabling them to attend school.
This is frequently referred to in the proceedings as El Zapato Ese:olar,
an association founded January 6, 1920. Then there is a National
Masonie Home, called La Misericordin, which recently housed almost
two hundred residents.

While the Grand Lodge proceedings are not issued regularly, wh.en
issued they convey much information coneerning the internal affairs
of the Grand Lodge. The last proceedings placed in our hat.ads com-
prise 624 pages, but includes the years 1933-3G. In the period 1926
to 1936 the number of members was almost doubled. In .the year
1929, 2,524 initiates were reported. The number of lodges increased
from 61 in 1906 to 195 in 1936.

SOME CUBANS CONNECTED WITI{ MASONIC HISTORY

.

Andres Cassard: 'This brother was said to have been one of the
most important factors in the creation of Masonry of Colon, He was
born in 1823, in Santiago de Cuba. In 1845 he came fo Havana; in
1852, he was forced to flee to New York, where he was initiated,
passed and raised in Lodge Sincerity. In 1855, he established Fraternity
Lodge No. 387, serving as Master until December, 1859. He was said
to be an enthusiastic, laborious, yet uninformed Mason. A Masonie
manual which he issued is a complete and useful work, and the only
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one for many years that was written in the Spanish language. e died
ut the home of a son in New York City, February 3, 1894. To Cassard
has been given credit for establishing the first lodge in the Island of
Puerto Rico, in the City of Bayamon. Rivalry between Cassard and de
Uastro resulted in dissension within the Masonie ranks.

Joseph Cerncau: First Master of Temple of Theological Virtues
Lodge No. 103, came, at the end of the 18th Century, to Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, havieg been born in 1763 at Villeblerin, France. During the
War of 1804 he was living in Havana, where he received from M. Dupoetet,
Master of a lodge in Ilaiti and supposed Deputy of the Rite of Per-
faction, all the degrees up to and including the 25°, them the sunmit
of Beottish Rite Masonry. In July, 1806, he was named Grand In-
spector for the northern part of the Island, but was expelled from Cuba,
and in 1807 we find him in New York, where he founded the Grand
Consistory U.8.A.

Carlos Manucl de Cespedes: One of the leaders of Cuban inde-
pendence, active during the Ten Years’ War, and a highly cdncated and
competent man, speaking six Janguages; a fluent orator; at the breaking
out of the war was Master of Buena Fe Lodge at Manzanillo; he served
as first Masted of Independencia Lodge at Guaimiaro.

Goneral Maurigue de Lara: Commanding officer of the Spanish Army
during the revolution.

General E. Dudley: Professor of military jurisprudence at West
Point, who retired after his appointment as Brigadier General con-
nected with the military establishment in Cuba.

Dr. Orlando Ducker: An army surgeon in Cuba during the Spauish-
American War, and active in the establishment of Island Lodge in
February 1903; for many years it was the only Finglish-speaking lodge
in Cuba.

Huet de la Chapelle: Civil Judge and Lientenant of Almirantazgo;
Grand Master of the I'rovincial Grand Lodge established by the Grand
Orient of France,

Manuel de la Torre: 'The author of the laws and vegulations of the
old Spanish Grand Lodge of York.

Don Luis de Clouct d’Obernay: A French Colonel immigrant from
Louisiana, where he had been a planter, He established, in the south of
the Island, the Colony Fernandine de Jagua, giving it the name Cien-
fuegos. e was a member of the (frand Orient of France and created,
in Havana, April 2, 1818, a Grand Consistory, While dc Cloust may
have been born in Frunce, he was of Spanish nationality. In 1831 he
was wounded in the right arm as the result of an attempt to assassinate
him. In 1840, Isabel 11 conferred upon him the title of Viscount of
Jaguar and Count of Fernandina. He died in December, 1847,

Roman de lo Luz: Baid to have been conmected with some revolu-
tionary projects in Iavana. He was Detrayed by his wife, as noted
in another scetion of this artiele.

Vicente de Castro: Son of a celebrated Mason and man of science;
horn in Bantingo de Cuba; founded I'rudence Lodge; Pike gave him
nuthority {o regularize crrors committed in organizing Cuban bodies.
In 1862 he created a new Supreme Council and Grand Orient of Cuba
and the Antilles, beecoming Grand Master and Grand Commander; a man
of great culture and talent, and graduafe of the University of Havana
with a degree in medicine; author of several books. e died May 12,
1869, He is said to have been very despotic in his wnvs, and of “‘hossy?’
temperament.

Nicolas Manuel Eseobedo: A Cuban prtriot who worked in and out
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of seagon for the independence of his country; had u part in the fusion
of two Grand Lodges. He was born in Havana, September 10, 1795, and
died in Paris May 11, 1840. Ife lost his sight in May, 1822,

Manuel Ruiz Inza: Author of a history of Freomasonry in Cuba.

. f;‘cnm‘al Donate Marmol: A true Mason, member of Independenecin
Hage.

General George M. Moulton: A\ distinguished lilinois Freemason and
member of the American army of oceupation, quartered for a time at
Camp Columbia, near Havana,

Don Peter Paul O’Reilly: Grand Master of the Spanish Grand Lodge
of the York Rite; son of the first Count O'Reilly, of Irish birth, who
was Chief of the Spanish Troops during the Knglish evacuation. On the
death of his father, he inherited the titie of the Count of O’Reilly. e
died in 1832. He served on a committee cffecting the consolidation of
twy of the Cuban Grand Lodges.

Jose Orbera y Carvion: Provineial Governor of the Arvehbishopric of
Cubza, who published a seurrilous cireular against Freemasonry,

Jose Andres Puente: Founder of the Grand Lodge of Colon, He was
assassinated by Colonel Carlos Gonzalez Boet. He was Grand Master in
1870; was Master of Fraternity Lodge No. 1 from 1868 until the day of
his death, Febrary 15, 1870, .

General ITugh L. Scolt: Acting Governor General of Cuba; made a
Mason in Cuban Lodge.

Jnse Solis: A revolutionary agent; native of New Orleans, La.; a
carpenter by profession, and a member of a Cuban revolutionary so-
ciety; in July, 1830 he wnas sentenced to ten years in prison.

Father Jase Torrubin: An officer of the inquisition,

OTIIER RITES AND DREGREER

Royal Areh Masonry has been represented officially in Cuba since
February 19, 1907, when the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch
Masons of the United States of America gave a dispensation for the
formation of Tsland Chapter No. 1, R.AM. Acting under this
anthority the companions of the new chapter nssembled in the
Masonie Hall in Havana, April 4, 1907, and proceeded to open Island
Chapter UD. It worked under dispensation uniil the triennial meet-
ing of the Geseral Grand Chapter in 1909, at which fime it was
chartered and on December 17, 1907, was officially constituted under
the diveetion of Marens Endel, a past grand high priest of Florida.

An attempt had been made as carly as 1906 by a number of
companions, headed by Orlando Ducker, to cstablish a chapter, but
the General Grand Chapter was somewhat wary of cestablishing
additional ehapters outside continental United States. Brother R. B,
Armour, High Priest, and Walter M. Danicl, the King of the Chapter
L1, visited the General Grand Chapter in 1909 to insure the
chartering of the ehapter. Later on an attempt was made to establish
a chapter at Camaguani, but inferviews with leading brethren there
convineed those in anthority that the eity was not large enough to
supyport a chapter,

Tsland Chapter No. 1 eontinues to work, Inrgely among Amerieans
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and English speaking brethren, The last published report (1941)
showed 156 members. '

Thus far no couneil of Roval and Sclect Masters has heen estab-
lished in Cuba.

Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, Joseph K. Orr, reported
to the Grand Encampment in 1922 that he had visited Havana in
1914 and wns impressed with the zeal of the American members of
the fraternity; he found about fifty members of the commandery
there and January 1, 1921, authorized the formation of & commandery
there by issuing Dispensation to Havana Commandery U.D,, KT,
with Walter M. Daniel as Commander. General George M. Moulton
visited the commandery at its institution. The commandery was
chartered April 27, 1922, and on July 1, 1943, it reported 86 members.

There is a Supreme Couneil of the Scottish Rite for Cubs, our
last information showing Dr. Eunrigue Llanse Ordonez ag Grand Com-
mander and Colestino Suarez Urdianivia as Grand Secrctary General.
The activitics of this rite ave quite fully discussed elsewhere. We
have no statistics as to the present membership of the Supreme
Couneil.

There has been established in recent vears a soeciety for the
danghters of Freemasons, known as Daughters of Acacia, which
has beecome strong numerieally #nd is highly esteemed beeause of the
charitable work which is being carried on by them. The organizafion
was established hy the wife of a prominent Cuban Freemason.

PATRIOTISM OR CONSPIRACY T

The one thing which stands out in all of the history of Cuoban
Freemasonry is the persecution which the brethren of that country
have had to undergo as a rosnlt of their belief. Charges have heen
made that these brethren “conspired” against the government. Did
not a lot of our Ameriean brethren “conspire” against the English
government in the early history of our own country? Do we condemn
them for having so “conspired”? George Washington, onc of the
chief conspirators has become the Father of our country, honored
and respeeted beeause he stood loyal te an idesl. Shall we condemn
these early Cuban patriots for doing the same thing? We think not.
Nor does the Cuban citizen of today think so.

Brother F. P. de Rodriguez, writing in the Builder (August, 1916)
proves that the Fraternity as a fraternity did not conspire, bhut
that Masons, individually, did do so.

But he asks:

Can Ameriean Masons show on their shiclds, as we do, the having
been imprisoned and sentenced to death for being Masonst Wo Cubans,

more than onee, beeame nequainted with damp dungeons, only to be
more firm adherents of onr convietions; that iz an honoer and glory thad
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nobody can snateh from ws, More yet, it is not far since 1870 when
we had a Grand Master shot witheut a trial, only beeause he was the
head of the Craft in Cuba. If so has been our history and our sufferings,
why disdain us becanse we speak English.

Ameriean Freemasonry answered by recognizing the Grand Lodge
of the Island and today every American Grand Lodge recognizes
the deseendants of these men who fought for freedom and who earried
out their Ma<onie ideals in so doing.
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