




Curo n:w (il "f1Jred f1at in Aar.l0rican politics/, end toot it must be pvoo 

1nde~ndeme or annexoo.
71 

TIlO Ncw Orlaans 9r~ lftd'vcca1:ted tbat ser..... 

72 
atora :c€ Lou~1.s1ena oom'ta."ltly urge the tm.:nexatiE:l\l of Cuba. e.nJ regardcd 

73
GWM MneJtation QS 1nevitabl~h- '.l'hG Delta decla-r.::d tmt it wauld sup­

ptl!."t in tl~ e1eot1on r:i? 1852 'hm oondi&te wtw declued hims-elf tn fittTtr 

of tl'0 ~t.ion d CTiJ&.74 'l'te modenws cm the 8l.3Flexationist idee 

'l~ c~ e.&nittee. o. 8'trong predl1ecticn f-ar C-ooan enoo-xa"'t1on. buf¡ 

affinmd irhat ma"O l'tJuld 00 aooomp11aood 'by a:anprom1s-f) -erd ooneiliQtion 

'75
vrl th Spain. 'tl'lE'..n by VIal" errl bloroshedo- In 1ml the Gamo pe.per oppoo-ed 

veraUHi ~m too nortb &na th3 soutl._ e.ro tl:tu3 oop tt~ strt:mgth of t;l~ 

7-6 
vnion. T1:e !:1eT1 úrl('H:,Qtlf; lleo cnd t"he Bulletin eoflCurrec in t~ uaBiro-
ter the aI::u:'exa:tion os: Cwa.. but adVOOGtOO lagit1mate PJ.81!U18 .. me -op'poooo 

1'7 
B 'i'JaI" wiU:l Sr-ain rOl' this purposfh TlJe most scrious Illid ccms:l1iteniJ 

opp081t1on to GubM -annemt1an etme frcm tbe Nn OrleNl3 .!!:2!. _De;;,;;l-.t,;;;a. Thí.s 

a-g.sn l"Sllained un~ by the id_ of Cuba am n~:rest De8i;~. ft78 

but 10.d wl:th eol'JO'eftl at the mm tm1: wou1d be daw- slave1'7 in the eodili 

79
by tb~ inelusiOD or Cuba 1n t-be U-nlon.. 8Dd by ti.uJ tavoo tbat lt 1lIOUld 



l~ 

p03-oo. far a tiroo Cub-en flm~Y.e.tion beoi\U!;e of ~;he mm it ~uld éilC'lSli9 to 

1
¡'ouisimtl SU{;U r)"0fI6N..o Perhepe too clearest 2"Ef1r01atiOll oí' thG- dept;h 

me. ¡~9\'1 Orleam tta t poople W6l'"6 mes.t l-esrtily in favor oí' fuo Cub~ move­

tIXHrt. 
82 

Th» ~ DeH;a. n880l"bod ~hm:. in spite of th(}J adveroo ooonom.i.o 

e:mexation. t?»re caula be no doubt tbat the poople ~ Louisiane wculd 

pronoWlHt for (,'uhansnnexation by Q large majorlty.8S A ue11..infonned 

oritio reriewi~ th6 queeto1oo in.!2. ~·s p.8rift' omoltded that, rogará­

1eoo of tbe- moti'W$lI there 'V<'QS Q.. 1I'WG11 fi:mu am ~ un1verGal eo:rr.fio­

1"e8p8Gtable proport:lOll8 GIJd a dlst1mtly hD.erieen oaet. l't'hoo tr.e will o~ 

10he Net1.onal E:meu1rl.ve 4eoreed tbat theae milltary expeditiQll8 _re unlawtul. 
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and the.t they must be ¡roventoo, expansloniets in tila Crescent City pro­

ceeded to f1 out; the preaid errtiol proclBl'1J8't101lS. md twica suooeod-ed in 

Burreptit10us~ launahii1g fUibustering expacUt ims against Cuba. Vi}wn 

Lopet: md bis American benefuotors flOrO 'tried in fue Fed<i>MÜ e rort:8 in 

Nmv Or·].cms, 1t was revealed tb3. t the populnoe wou1d not; oo:ldEmn tl1ese 

mene In ~t~ 1851. mErl nem esme 110 r.~ Ol"l..ems thnt tl10 lnst Lopez 

expedit1oo.lt oom1Xlg 1;0 f!¡ dimnal f'a11ure ,l red rosul'tod L"l the ~ry trlal 

8t1d a:roeutlOD nt B&vam ar f1.í'ttJ--twt> roen" Ii'lltl1y or 'Wh00l ~re J~ rlesns. 

reamtIilSdt &t New OrlS:Ql1S quickly flared to a fewer hoa.1s. :HioWN th9re 

wrought ';;ne-i!" vengemno up-oo tta offteo (lf 'tm Spm.:lsh eon31.;:l ~ end the 

WSiLelSS as~bllstilnmt8 of Speni3n l'ro1'CUh"'1tS, 8X1d hu'neC tlíe C4.Y1Bul in 

eí"fig¡. 1i..; nppe2.1"6 11l."t11y tt1at Gooh aventa. ooour~ ~..n l1ew OrlaroJa 

i'rom 1840 "t:;hrou@'1 lC51 $.Ud OOOE'.sioIIGd by 1;.00 S-t1V'eral pha&6~ ef the Cuban 

ques'tioo. oi'far ti. f81"'t:i.la fi~)ld ter un b~1'''t101 ob~tll""t'er to can.s1eer th0 

CftOOU anC o~mM.oDc oí the ~i:eJli.fect Dest~n¡ylt sont-llm!lt as it th$n 

8xiS'ted in tlÜ1l o-ountry. 1'l;e purp06e of tliis stv.dy ~B te U;.vt}f;tigate 

t-lil.l.'ts :iubject. 



CftAP'i'~R 1J 

Tre Rey e.ff!dr 00 8 lB i#ur-elly J'ais-ed ~Gre 

tl-e ~1&Btion of fue aamaxati.on er' Cuba to tñl8 
Unfted Stetes. .Q.ooriar. August 17. 1849. 

"We Mva bam told tbat it [thB Cuban expc­
dit1oo] 1$ not )Tet doo.dJ lt only &1e6p$. Aro 
~a1nly 11' there ia. or ever \\11& ~ a will 3tld 
e meam for 8UOh en antsrp-r.ts\')~ we see no-thing 
tri plVVEn'lt 1t.ti E~ent. Sep+-...ar.¡ber" 18.. 18-49", 

ootil"e at'f'ei r incl. u:t ing tri81 pr~8 S-5 ~ d1"llg en rOl' en month6. 

hui; ite floequent O'J'iae8 prod\eed en intenso iU..,.ll on t-OO part or th~ 

Naw Orl68l18 popu1ace t4ward tbe ouu3u1 am the Span1eb go"l'Ol"l.lDent 110$011'. 

'rhe seo_ tDOV'een~ -.. t-be a1itanpted formBtlon near New Orleal'8 ~ a 

odlitary exped11á:CI1 ege.imt Sperdsb Cuba. ibis SIOOl1 bNrl Ul8 the s--outb­

ern wing Of' itbe maiJl body r:k expedltlonaries tm4er 1ile direction of GEiIl__ 

e-r&1 Nero-l_ Lepe&.. proecrlbod CUb-en pltZ"1ot. Vitl1eb was operating around 

the -o1t,' ti New York. S1lllu1~ attaolat on Ctma fJoom. New York 0Dl1 

lIew Orleena ..... p1amte4 111 tt» fal1 ot 1849. bu't¡ the _tiam1 g~ 

qu1ckly liJUp¡:rease4 bO'tb expe-d:1tiO!18. The d18pera-iOll 01: 1#be- 8-OUU:lern 

db1a1aD .. to erO\lH JIIlJDh oppoe1tlt'JD hnm the Wew Orle_ pr..... 8t1d 1t 

... vigerooe17 ...~ ttat tu'ture uped1t1om 'Would l1beJ"&'te Cuba in 

sp1te ot g~nta1 oppoait101l. Tboa-e t10 1DGVetmt. _re 150 mirnr tm 

~ ot tite tiJl8a., te refieO't tbe ñ8tng spir1t or N8~ aga1D8't Spedn. 
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nn1 to 1i810 it poosible íbr tms'tirr1n¡; 6'V~t8 01: lOSO aro lCOl t;o OCOU!" 

in New Or1eeDS·. 

On July 5, Juon Gal'Cm fey. SpaIliob t'eaidant iu l-:ot:' Or1efuls. ms 
1 

tab>n. urlder vary S~6 cil'e'l~taI<ess" al;:.{¡aro a cnú't boond rol" Havam. 

".'m-e	 di$cwa~ ilie guilt cl' the Spamsh OW8ul at :~flW Orl,e.ww.,. Carlos 

Es~. in oanIl&')c1don vH.il~ };e-IJtB~lbdt~tion.2 AUlOS"t u~..w.nitt.t speculation 

3
'Wf,:;S ri.f~, e.;nd ti~ pr~s~ 'Ye~ besi.ag~ fol' icl'crnat.áon.. 1'hore ".'!:S.3 tnDCh 

i:;alk	 llho:...*U"o.e vio1atiw UClrW tlJ Rspei~ t·o immoen }lCIlCr /: and tbe affair 

(;r~aiisd a gmXilnü om~tmtiO(h5 E~ quickly p~enb0& ~l"tain dooumants 

r-..::lf~'~i"'1'G 'b,) '::¡10 ססoo 'b¡) F..ootrder Jore.ph Gw.ois oí tb:¡ n.rs·~ J¿üniaipe.1it.-y. 

an:2. was p.I':iQ.c-:;re 00 i:ar..oea~t by .!;¡~ ~&r.6 1"lñt aot i'eiloo tD sppease 

'1 
sweral of t1:lC re~~Q!..?or8 ~ a tull ~icl ·~s doorillldecl.' ~.razri;a ~re 

Ol,."t nffidevits s(;(dmt w eoruml 00 Jul:¡' 21.8 ~:.d -fue ;}aroia l:~ abd:mtion 

lr.ey md been jal10r at lfavam .. CubA, bu't hed nided 1n too esoapeQ 

oi' tilroa priSOüG:M) in ~;ta~. 1849. pe had. ~ to ?;;&'f$J Orleaua aId lad 
mme bocl. tmler tbt· lINJ"Voi~ ot ttle Spanish ooueu1 at New Or1eem. 
DaUy Delta. July l"'~ 1S4,9J ~Y' Delta. July2S,. ~849. f!Cuba.!'t ~1Il 2!!-. 
201.	 C&l-«1'well. l:W!! ~i"'1~ ..~ñ.106i. 

~~ ..ful,. 19. 16491 !!!- ~tuly U~. 1849. Deily Delta, July 16. 
1849, CN8C .• Jul.y !O. 1849. 

SC;U;¡;I".. ~ 20. 1&&9; N!!nms. Ju1y 19. 1849. 

4Fi~. Ju1y 19. 1849f 9.r.leN.dap... July 20 ~ 1049. 
~ July lB. al. l6G~ 
~ 100 EapÜat 8 ..ter,-. Rey bad re;>eD:'....sd fer hia erim9 BIJd 1IIfU1t¡.e4 

El plrd_. s~ tt.t- ,. oou14 obta1n eme e.t. Htwana. ~ v,olUlltarlq 18ft 
fuI' ~t 01~. Cr'GII08!1b. Jul.,. 20. 21., 184.9. 
~. Jul.,. 20. 1849J DaUz Delta. JuIy 11.• 18491 Cresoent. July 20. 

1849J Y!!5Ytme.. July 21. l~. 

&B;l1et1D. Ju1y 23. 1.849. 
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9 
trial WT,Ul oolled fw July 2:l p in tbe oourt át Just"ioe Geargo Y. Brif1'1t. 

Prior to fue t;rial oertain joumals. firmly eonvinood tlis.t the Spen­

1sh oonsul Wf:\S (7lilty of 8. groatt outmge, hsd ~d the inaotivity e.D! 

imiffermoe t:€ publie of'ficers to tUl 1nveS'tigat1on.10 ti.fñ thrmte:ned dire 
. n 

eomequenoes to the c(ftlul in the erent be were provm guilty. More !lI1Xl­

arate Of'gNls advised ..iting rOl" ~ e:trid~ befare mAJdng jud~.12 

On too opening dalY of> tilcll trial too "exo1tement ~ intmge,. ma tba: 

obtain sdmisa1oo_ fU1il a larga or~ 'W&S assm:.bled oppollJiw. bl front oí 

H0WLGt't's Bxcha1:ge-. e.vait~ the reault.ft13 
In order to satlsfY the del'li.r0 

~ the erl.ty for iuoodkte Ili9VJl9 tl'ie Courier &JJnO\.lnOed m extra 0d1tlon ~or 

14the trial prooeediDf.6h' . 'l"hJ plmntifi8 ha.d seleG'ted Cyprien ~0Ul" s.s 

eounse1 ~ br1ng tbe Pl"OO~fJ against Fapsiía"
15 

mJd M. n. Roynol.ds. 

Dis'trl.e't A1;torney for the silaiaJ" also appeaTed foz- the pl"oa94ltUtlon.. Roben 

Preaux atrl J. M. Labo1"de canpoeJed "tMI dsfense eounsel. \'€len Reynolds asear­

-ted 'th&t he wauld use biS' grea't efi'oJ'k 100 vind1cl1te f.he Rey outraga. be 1iIQS 

promptly appletded by the fAldieolh Preaux ¡rotested e.t itle public d1splay 

al" "s1irotJg pasaion#ft but DufOlI" atat>ed 'tiblt 1t was ttot ilhe proaeout1oD OJO 
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A dennly ol'OWded ooorlroam 8_itoo the prcD~S oí' tbe sGOUJd 

dsy.17 Tlhen too quastion we.s raised u to whetter the OOurt hs.d juris­

dietia'l ovar ~a ccnsul's case.. an:! Roynolds aff1rm9d tbat lt did h!tve 

18
such. iba eudiem8 gmre unmiatakable indicnt:101lS ot appnwal. Whm 

Juet10e i3r1glrt deni&4 a request by PNO.UX for 00 adjourr.mmxt en the ~ 

d' i1lmss artero fl t.hree-hGur s:esslc:m in e 1".ot &.tmoSP!161"e.. tbe coUl"tl"oom 

19
burst 1nto 1000 tlpplf.WIJG m1eh tbooour't Clou1d not rastralit. Tbe 1.nte1"'­

ost in too trl.al 8e€m'1d greatv tt'an e'V&T on tbe tbird day.
20 

GD! 1«Jg 

bei'ore tile eppoi.nted tim tilo oourtroan -was cJ"OO'Jtled 'te cworf'1o~-ng.21 Th18 

pub11e lDtí~ dld. not abate throughom the foortec ae&Bions of thG 

22 
COtri, N'Jd du~ ~ final daya th8 excd.tment oí' the populace -.s at 

2S 
fever hea1i. f'reqteBtly dur1.Dg the courae of the trial too erovd gave 

vent to lt:. an-ot-1.OnB6ga1nst the consul/~4 end lua'tily supported tbe pro­

seoutl00 by loui burs~s of app1euBe.2.5 !n ooe oí' h1s spoechN üufour ob­

ee-rved tbaf¡ both 'the preu and ~t. pe.op1e of New Orle.. h&d decJU1ded 'the 

26trial of tbe oonsul. '1'be deptb I;md intenslty' f'4 1he" feel1Dgs ot fue 

populaoe 1J91"8 Nl'eded durimg 'tbe o1081>>g speeoh_. Perry Warnelcl. of 

. llBe&. July 28, 1849.. Su 'the Bee~ Aur,aat 9. for a oba1'8C'tM' ara1,..u 
cf ali 58 at'tomeya 1n~lwd in tbo-wLu. 

'lOrlean18Zl .. Jul-y 29. 1849. Bee. Ju1y 30.. 1849. 
18" ­
:"""~ Dol~ Ju1y 30. 1849.
 
1Sf"bi~. Jul.,. SOl' 1849, Bee-. July- SO. l849.
 
~•. July ~S1" 1849, "1~... Aupa~ l. la.9.
 
zt~. ~lu1y 31. 1849, !la!1z n~ltajl July S1, 1849, 1I!eek9: Delta..
 

Aus1st~ 
~ lloe h~ DOt1eed •.p8n.eptlb1e lag in the at1ienMnoe of t;he 

t-r1al ~~ prcoeed1JJge el t;he H9'ct.h _ elpth dq.-. Bee. Aug­
ua1s 7, l849. ~.~1¡ 1:f1; atated tbat, 1".-1nte"''''"S''d lang-
w..bed e1thou. w.me ~. 'tao foNe a obaIIge'in' th1. ,-"1tu4.. 

~~. 18I9f~.De1.~Aupt 16. l8ü. ~. Aug­
us1; 1!l...... "~ Del~ A'iigiiiñ Z~ >. 

~eoen'. ._.-10 1", lM9. 
~l ,Del_. AuFat 6. l~. 18G. 
261144.... Auguat U, 1M9.-
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counuol rer file prosooutim. obs-erved the..t P.spañe.'s att-ornoy l»d objeotad 

to the Illuromus choors f'or ttle proseouticm thrOllghout ~e trie!. vth8n 

?1Qrf1eld ~errod to t.OO I!lfJ8Jl s]3tan d esp10naga d t;J"iot."91"Y carrled ClI1 

by tllf.) Spar..is h consul. 'fro.m1r¡g tmt fu. pGÓple \Varo not :tn&MUlib1e to the 

'Z7
insult. the audior:me b~le lnto i:l 1000 bunrt d epproost1on.· J. C. I.an1a 

aoknowledgOO tm. t prior to and du~ 'ttls mole oouree or tlw tria! el1 

N.ew Orleans ~s o~oo or ttl0 gp ilt ~ Espaiia. 0119 vmo daroo te exprese 

e doubt of t&~ts gu..Ut "l~S ridiouled by the popUlace wh.1..oh was in a 

fever ar exo1t«lIDllt.28 !..aborde co:nf1lT.18d Laruo t 8 ndm1e.sion as ro the un­

popular'! ty ce bis el 1em. oo't \a"'goo the cO\:lI"t te joo.ge -the o-Q8EJ on i 'tI! 

rnsrits p..nd not to bo infiuemed by strong publiD projudl0es.29 'i'be eloa­

Ca>n1Gaiomr Gohm cmnc the ooxt daye l\'hila not aloorlyac1judged guil'tJ' 

of tbe elnrgoo, Bgpaiia"WtlS required to poe1> fa 1'ivo "t-houflond do1Jll.r bond te 

immre b1G appenrance flor furtllGr axe.ndmt1on at tba lléxt tena. of too Cil"­

Qu11; Court held in ~ of th0 eame yoar at }~ew Orlcume.8O As the mea­

31 
sage \'88 oomltñed 'tbe onurt.roan l!I!\.de El laud den1:astrntion of app1'Oval. 

-




- 13,!;hen still e:dated too vi.rtu!llly unanimoue opiniml thlt E'8reM 1'lQS r,uilty. 

CreG08l1t. e1ther luktmarm or ho6til& to the S'paniErh eomrul. The E:,ourler. 

DGltfl, anO. tbe Orlewe.n presmtoo. fi unitad t:t&n~ tLgnim1i ESpÑÍe. ~ ~oo 
pi ... . 

54
beg1mrl.ng and mvm' 08600d t-o proo1.e.1m h18 guilt. 'l1:e Cour1er urged 

Rey' S 1lllOOd1nte rBturn too 14m Orlems to temaf'y, c\nd e1;rongly ¡:a-assed the 

D.\tional gl)V81"rlI'fent- to darumd Reyt B relaase 80 tbat h1s tMtimorv mi ~t be 

obta.irled$35 Th9 Del~ md fue Orleanisn "rs eJ.so q.Üek t-o enll for Govern­

56 
100m in'berf'e:ranoe 111 the Rey af'f'air. Dur1ne; t>..l1e ~l CtY.IrS6 of the 

trials p the ~. 'tt1e Plcta.yuoo, md tho .8ull&t1~ t1id not aa.sume proo:ou...Y\Ooo 

eM:torllll pol1cl. es-_ ne borden of thG Sp!iI11eh eomml' el d-d'lIDSe l'OO'bed 

upon the .2res~. Both VJl1J.iEr.l Walker ero J. e., larue ti e..1itars oí -this 

par-f'....ra ve-ry llly.mpatl1ettl...o 't;o ¡.~. ~ end ti1eir jourml ~r8iBted in 

- ~ 1abeling tte oblrgos 8!Jftl1ne·t him t~ up N'ld fft1ne. T!wse un:founded 

rnmare ln-d r;a-i.red ~l"€!llt be11ef' ene he.-d 00an ciJ,rou1n't.ed by the pr8S3 so 

tba~ ca grmt exo1t#ement 1'8d resu1ted.
S9 

!bo creeoent ap¡x;ya1ed te -tbe 

oourt "-11Gb ~ be "e~ by popular cl8l!1Ol" ~ miel ed by pub110 f81"'lmr.. or 

l>Ske 1tee1t h üzt-1'U!IBnt of a ~1Y exa1tGm"nt; .a 
40 

Upcm. tbe ~ f4- 1i1e ~ -tbose paper'8 whioh h&d ~ed 

fI"CIS fJbarp OO1!I1WI1t e11.gtJ8d ~.1'V'88 1f1th tb. radioe.ls. 1'ha Pioenn! wu 

~. ~ 15.. a. lS4lJ O~an. August 11. 18&9; Cr~,. 
Au{PS~A24•.1849J Pio!,yUl*,_~.!!: 15. 1849. 

~1!t-l July 30_ ~t:-l.. 15. 11349, Or1een1fm, ~RJ8t 1. 3. 6~ 17
1849J !!l'g lA4"" J:u1l' lB. Au~8. 16. 21.,. laG. !W!lí De).~a.. ~ ~. 2ó• 
1849.._ _. 
~b JU17 a>.1M'9_. Tbe-P1o~. Juq m., thougJ1t th18 en.ea­

oelleDfí R.. Tb8 Pl'l:;r;. Auguati 16~ not Ur.C8 P.ey"s .reoa11 for 1t 
~btJ hlJa. .troee4j' &5- .y S-perd8h 8014. fh& Bee.• August 2.8, '11M vr;SDg 
gGWnJIiWJIñl Mtl-. 1;0 lure Rey 1'ee8l1ea.. 
~~Aupa,1¡ l. 188. !'!Ul. Delta.. ~ 17. Augta1; 21. lM9¡ 

~~___ . ~ a. lB4.9. . . 
. _ ~ n.... .AprU 20. l869. 
88c~ AuguI-t l~ 2. 6. 10,. l&tS. 
19i$ia Au-gut 2. l. 6.1&8• 
.,.. _pa1l 13. 1849. 
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glad 'tmt 1t he.d cdled ter El. 113(;61 ÚWMi:tiE;B~onll "ro rom~ed tilat it 

\I'll.S satistiod c€ 1;he conwl·s dup11city. It ~ed tte.t Esp8Íia har! 

YJl,l¡sb a:z:mwe1' fcr hu' tm8C-I'UptÜ.OU8 oom m'b bef-e.re e. hif)1 trlbune.l.. TheN 

mtlS't be "imeum1t;y ter tho past d 88etrlty ~or fuo M~.tt41 The 

aame psper cml1ed fcr t-he itioodiate interfe-.renoe of the mt10nal exeou­

tlvs.42 Tl» Bea. whi18 f?VinI&. full npproval t+o t,lle dooision. joinad in-
too -call for gov~nt ootion 'bo cloo.r up the 00".43 TOO Bul1atin. 

indiff'e-rant throuilt'-..out fue wOO10 e.fí'o.ir ~ c~ o~ in f'e.,rO!" of ÜlE~ abduo­

'OOrs.44 jCl~ in too Ue!nond for Rey'r; return.45 

s.octWatiOfla were t"'41de tl<nt it l:ad 6:COepted money from the coosul te de­

46 47
fmd 111m. The e:qmmionist pr6Ss VM.S stlGisfied ni;. tbe 'iFerdict. &1­

thou¡jl too C,ourie-r regrai.-tOO too delay.. thinldnc; it r.at in lw~ witb 

mt10Nll d1~ty to oove t-o wrl'b "SO l.oqo; rOl' rtlp&r&i¡ian f~ ~pe1n.. 1t 

wa.s bcl1eved tha t tbe· Unitoci statos shculd re.f\me luJncei'arth 1:;0 t-reo.t 

'With EspÜa.. aDd ita't tne gOV'er~ MouM vind1c:ato thlt out rage done 

it..48 'l'ha Rey &.1'iair_ it wna tl8serted, bu mt1r&11y raiaed .IInI~N 

'the CJ1est1OD or ~ _n&ZI!ttion ot Cuba 'ha t1'e 'U.Jd~.d S~.49 
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• I 

!lB .aol0 rarsr protesi¡ing ageinst tnE> dooision \~ the ~resoent 

50
vrlüoh thouftlt 'tibe verdict ...., out 01' Y..G6ping mth roo-ootlo It ...s 

Pioeg-ua:l ~ 'tiw Beo., 601 the au~~tri;1!. Thesa prerl..ously mcd&rate .1ournals 

he.d then gGU:') inttl"tbo oan.p oí' me radical e, and '1eTO ur-gír-..g gpvemma:l't 

51intGt"t'er«lC3. iJ.tbinistra1:iw o.ctlon wer tr,c case ?JS.Sdimnetrloally 

oppoJod to thE> wishoe of tbo Cresoalt.52 Preet; Uld public g~tim&nt 

felr Ray aro agal00 t Eepa.Íia MUJ e:ttributed '00 the ra~ that ir.e people 

\Wln~ood CÚ:> a., an1 th9 Rey clx..'tuctien oaso í'urni'¡ll1ed e. go ro p ntext. 
5~ 

Ctbml nmexati anist seht>mtJ "Wel'"a deolnrod t:o ba €lltangls~ in too f-:ey 
54 

afi"e.il'. 

e.n1 l-weaa (lf Na... Orleaos ro::oci~ ly s.'V'Jaitod W\>lS from Guba e.s to tte Ray 

a.ffai:t"<r65 Tbe 'Gnited ~;utea gpvemment rod tÑ;;Bn a-ctian by 1¡hiz t1m md 

ot fue Captain amera! d: Cuba. h'l Conde .hlo~y. lJotery publica, &.Ud 8Ol­

di.ors. At tih1e tin:. C-arapbell hee."¡ 11ey c.baolva fue Sptmish 8.uthcri~i 8$ 

f'rom bltme.
66 

A .few a. latm- bonrver be reoeived a letter f'l'OIl Rey 

stM;~ tbat b18 oanfMllicn 1ISlI1 tal" f.I:ld J!ade unae)" (Juren.51 Theso 

tnD, but ocmn1ctingñorl•• __ te MBW Orleecs aloDg ~tb. at.hera ot e. 

1... ~1a1 taa18. But; by ~t 25 'V1rtual1y tbe ent1re .~ Or1.eeas 



pr68S deo1ared 'ti10. oonaul -m MVe boro ~uilty '.1: ~rho abt:rlotion che.rgea,58 

an:! m!U1Y jourmls: dan..av.deda fina vind1ce.t1on of' ret;i oneJ. honor regard­

59le88 (jf tbo ou'i;oOIUh !'¡; ,·~s ~d!T'.ittod by triO ,9resooo.:v_ í:iln'~ its stmd 

~lS 1.'1 Qppositian to t1a b'"trong pop'J.la.r fE>OliJ1€;.!1 bu'c ·it hOf'Od ~t publie 

00 
~rot 1'()uld ultSftt-61y rlght itselr. ne ~ orgat¡ l1Z"ooicr\AJd tbat. 

wlth 1;h9 fo~l (tef1't'>J.~ 1t 1'f~1e /1 E:pmish etrtihorlties aurrertclorod Reo,¡ ,B? 

B.nd ha 8;l'Tived o.t rrew Orleantl ir, the blig :;alvmJere. on J\u~}1&t 28.63 m.s 
. . 



thorot!gj1.fe.res.. It ~s qult-e er. eYent in 'l;hc hist,ory of the times. snd ha­

came 't~b3 ulloof;.bSC1"b~ topi-o oí' ontWarsntion in 6Vcr,y ci role.u64 Shol"tl,. 

coogrege:ted outside in -cho etroc,t ~ld ~~;penrtID fliuta:nDe1y <':l:xcit-ooc/' 'i';11&tl 

66 
TJ.ey ~eod:; oí' the h;¡ ildiI!¡$ he Ul-3 prc!Il!?t1y Cl~l18d by th.e orourd. Tha 

EtX..li~ jeJ.ler ~ 1210 lion of tho hour ..66 lIOW'evar l:a ~s bond-ed for 

ill1:'J tllouaeni dollars to i:oou1'o hi.c nppoorauce e.s ~ -..t'tmss in trJ8 r:~ember 

trif>.1 cif Es~.67 Rey':. Dtcr;y-p 11dl1..eh dm."'initoly Q.cnuood Bspaíia, _$ linde 

kru,.o·,..1 üm t de.y c.nd 14
.; ort)'tWGd put>llo opinion G-t111 furt;f-.ere(X3 

}hwh cf ~"(l pre.:)6 proruyumoo in f'avor of Rey' ti intagri'ty end ~ 

• .....", hI. 69, d'" tI'~ i-s.lt ....-.:1 • ..d..--.....¿. f:tn l.LV ~."..-;.srilO aDa proaco 10r 'e ~"--'I"" o.oJ1'V vw.OIl ~ pun1W.l111lU.U" o 

1;ho :~-pen:sh conztll w-d hit; cohor..;~~ Further t.hsy dash'ad the clismissal ~ 

1:':1 GalJ.{1e t.lc'O~,r .. rnd ful1 apob{;ias ~ r~rations..70 )iit:houi;; ooad:t;ting 

7l:1x. ael!' the Bnl1e'b1n ~11sd 'Por e. fn:tr me ful1 -hrlal .. Tl'!e Creooenb st1111 . . .......
 

pn>t:ested T;he imloo~ of SspeÍia nlt~ it a&.ti.tited t.~... 1f he W&rO 

prOlfen t--ull'u., ha Jlwt be punislDd and SIl &polo§' IJade te- tm United 

S'tates.72 



1m dénouewmt.ot tbe crisis begen to tmfohi on Deot:mbel" 12. \1heD. 

'bhG Grmd Jury. aftar l\ tw.o-day eeoret ses-s1m e.:on:1UO't1ag tho Espor. ex­

anlm'tioo.. nt mich Rqr hi!lrJalf ._ hee.rd. quashed too irXlictmer!t agairnrt 

- 73Eapem on too grnunC. of oonflioting evldence. Bmmver tbe- jury ..6 l"G­

ported to 11lw betl'i Gqually divided on the qtSstien oí' 'th:e OCI18UPS rP11t-.'T4 

'11:e S'Un:lmry diem1ssel of the case come as quite t\ surprlae te th~ public 

&.nclpress.15 
md InSJJY jCJtl.l'll&.ls st1U umlterably comr1med of &psÍÍl' a 

complloity16 cal1EJd fo~en explQm~on te be r;t.ven the publiG by ~ 

Hunton.• United S1;at_ D1a:1Arict A-tt:omey.77 WhUe &U1"prlGed at the suddcm 

ermlre Rey aN'air migbt be l1kene4 te the. laben of B mounte1n bringirlg 

torth e. lDClIJ8o..78 !~ly fue C-resc:ent regaJ'ded the ceciB ien AS a 'tritmlph 

ror !t,8 ed1tnJ'1a1 pol1qy.19 Espeña'a 1;r1umph Wi& but nhort-llved. for too 

~flfJS ~d :a not UJ'Ulfltnral etl1mina'b1on 1bm on January 4 ... 1850. Zaohtuy 

'i'aylor pt.i)1hhed bis Ni\lt!al to reco~i. ~. as 'ti'le SpM1ish consul at 

IJow Orla.... 11M -torced bhn oto vñthc!naw.1O 



26 

J\n 1rre&WAr enlisboont of ren in New OTleons rOl" a gree.t unlmcmn 

expod1.tion _sooeurring sit1Ultameoosly Witb too Rey affair. Th3 deeti4lo 

l'lQt1on of thia exped1t1on _8 t.mknom although. aeeording 1D gp8cu1.t'.tlon~ 

lt was bowrl ~r C~.11.fcrnifl or ;:';exioo-.
81 Tbroughout tbe 1xmn plaos.rds end 

~&d money and hU'J.d fnr B sen'4J)(1 Wrl..ch sboQld be te11'll1.n&ted in el 

82 
yeer. DEJ8.plte th18 M'tivitu ~ ei1:y erad st8te o:u.h-oritas and iba press 

\'ger$ silent as to tts íO-rmatim end inten-t of the expedi1ilon.81 ~ 

while 'too _luntaeJ'l$ gatbered at Round Isltwd __ a amall 1e1eDd in ~he G1.l11' 

d Meneo. about tt:roo: mil. f'roo'. Paseagoula .. MiSsiesippi.84- Á11ihou-g.~ 

meny journals were oaretbl 'to cdseleJ.m ~ knot46dp d tbe expedit1on­

artes' intellt.85 they dieorOOited the c~uls.ting nllncra ofan attaok on 

Cuba. a:rxl though t; 'tbo:t 'the ~d11;1.00 '188 rr-obably a1med a't 90119 CEIIIt; n1 

AIooriom coontry.86 'l'te Room Island m...-pe-dit1cn wa6 in reality tho aout#h­

Ot'ft ~ d: 8 gell6'I"al exp!>d1tion \\!1UUl was to ba d1rected ageinst Cuba 

abeut Sept8llber l~ 1649. n. Rotmd Ialsmers md en~1" ex.pod1titml\1T 

... fiJl'":OO f'ram NIl3W' York oity WlDft te launch· ailllUlteneous a'ttaeke cm Cuba ñ 

. 8i,~W;ul¡r 26. 1&\9. 'l'he Or~. July 2'1. cloubted ir th. 
';'01. . re 'ttley wre ~1.J3g.• 

• ~cb. ~i¡ 1. 2a. 1849.
 
8Sil:4'á_L Ju1y 81. l~. The Pi~# Septomoor 6. 1949 .. llDted t'ba~


Co11-nt: 1'l.J Whit. waa 'tben eIÜ!ií·· me-n in New Or~ • 
. P. I:bqn11toD. U~ Sta.. Pllrtrioto A"orneyat MobU... te C~ 

toa. ~t 4__ 1~. in S••~ ~•• 31 eong.. 1 a.e." No. fI1. 4. 

:Or1e~• .6upt 25. 1849,. Prior to ~ le. lee. ~.. !!! 
ear:rte1nei DO Cl)JIIaCt ot 'the aped1tA.cn .!me tir tbt.Jught; ~. ·~tdr a 
mere 1".88I!r.. en Septenber 1. the 1!!!. JlIlIIbe4 the.t ihe New 0%'... presa tea 
maintailJetl 8 diBol'eefI· 811eme eoncemi. tbe Bounf IslaM e:xped1t1ml. fte
'We!klz Delta. Oo1f1:berS. 18&9. dfmied ht 1~ ever.kDnr anyth1.ng ar tbe 
pftperail.. .piD8t cm... 

• ~tm1~. Augua1i _, 1649. ~$ ~'b 18, l8491 !;!eeklz Pelta. 
Au&U8t 'iS. mB.. 



, I 

Ot!tl&r&l Narciso Lepes would be ~ U, iwite the Cuben populetion 

aea1rot i#oo h1~oo Sptmiah tynmny.88 

In opi:te d tiw at1iailp-ted s~eey too gt>ven:uretl t at Washington beeeme 

e..cque.i.nlied '14th tbe crgm.iza:tdoo 6tld dooi~8 d: 1iw e:xped1tiomries.
89 

liotwit hatam1rc U".s feelitrf; the t tbe geverrnmt 'Mluld Dot act in ihe mat­

tor.90 Zaeblry 'l'E\Ylmr m }-ll(~t ll, 11':.'49. issued bis pmolmnatim dirMt6d 

agalm't militaq exped1t1006 W Cub-s.. '1'he pros-idd lBl"OOcl 'Mat e.ll per­

$OD5 aG-6001l1tiDg U1.rnee1~ w1~h meh en e.xpedl1;ion 1I8Te Uabie t;o e. fu.rea 

tl.lOUCHlIld dolla.!' 1100. 8Ild llen inlp.r1scnmmt ()f not C'Ner three reara.o No 

1;00 f~l1Vl.lG in the1r bebalf. r6gard1ass of fueir pl~t e.fter 10fl'Ving 

91
'h1B CDUnliJY. Tay-ltr md baBed hia aot1m upon t-oo lJeui#rality i'..a1;. cf 

1816.92 



Tnylor1 
fJ llrocltum.ti00 oncoulltered a mued reoeption from 1.he 'New Oro­

loan;¡ prmJs. Tm Pic!>'fUl10 and the C~ ande DO initinl co~.~ 

TOO ul.trm-~nti" journaln SOiOn deprect\ted 'tbe issueme af the proal&­

.~ • 94
t".at.im. ~ Cour:1er saw in it a typicel ~'ril1g ~dco-i:lrine of snt1-expe.nm.an. 

and tboullt Teylort 
8 nan.1nt; af Cti>c as en objeGt ot att&ck ?CUld be' bim­

fu1 ~ tba iJm:t.ed Stntcs ~ 'bhnt fJ'~enm:ent SD'~t ~retiG'll frDm Spain 

(Ncr the Rey abdt»tfton.. It ~s eonelu.:led the.t tbtl Pl'OOlamation \'i8.S Hill_ 

tilm-dn aW fllmpQlitic.ttOO 'Pre De1t!l o.1i :N.rct aooepting the do-o'trlne QS Q 

nnttlM' of fOJ'm p 
96 ]at.er ¡-idio:uloo tlw n&eessityof.' 00.00 a prOOlemtion.91 

·9899 
Som¡¡ JXlpera ~r defomed Taylcr's stand" for 't.ha ~, Orleanian. 

100
&Id 1he BullGt:ln cave too OOOU!lem ~i~ 1\111 ¡q:.~. 

1nt.areept the expod1't ion 00 Round Is1end. A1'tm- GOlIe iDr~Ce.1:i:1on of 0«1­

ditiom cm the islend, r:mdolpb crd0zoed ttlé m6l ge.thered there to di8pen:e 

a' 0J:1l0'8. All ama" ~t1on_ ,nd provie¡iODl go~ in'bo t.be island 'al9I'& 

to bo <>-.lt off al~htmgh mm 1~ 1Imf'8 to be .~ 181 eid. ¡:rov1ded they d1d 

nob lea" in H6logoblg ~ .101 .A,lthoo{!J\ tbl Cltcler waa Dot 1mlPidfat:e1y 



29 

oanplled vdth. r-es18tem-o waa· 80011	 made impessible. r::nd the expodition 

102 
-..e dispersed o.round mid-Septanher_ P4Wdolph'8 ultiJm'tum. to ibe 

Bound Ialand 61"8 eroused e etcrm of protetrt; bom the liew 0rlttens presa. 

It l'Ja5.e.3JooBt UDi1'oml.y aeaerted ibat tbe assembl~ oi' nen ,.0 a peaoe­

103fu! €8ther11lg.. tlat no 8.JW!). U" 81JJ"'Sm1tion were en the is1eDl.. and th8t 

the gpvemmnt ~~ OlÜy on suapic10n ~eB it erbl"trnrllyeemnanded 

104tt. mped1tlon "t.o di sp&rsG. .. T1e01"'d&r of :ti:exñolph W&S con:1~ as 

106 
oxooodingly 1.nsolant ~ e.rrq:;ant. ano 1t 'W&B deollU'OO i::hAt if the 

d$per.deat ~~ or4e.rs tlBt 1ttese na"nll 001!lllBDÓtU'S ougb't to be 

106pt:n1shed. The auppnn10n ~ b expedition W&S GOtDluóed to mve 
101

been nIega! end ill..dviee4. 

Dy v1rtne of ihe $UJlPJ'eSsiGl of the expe<li t1<m.~ gtWet"Ll!ISli; BUttl ari.­

"_ had vio1s:t.ed eert:e..in e.b8'traet righw. BD! were 't;o troi'fer mmb on.'ti­

oiam rOl" th1s. 'i1:I& &Ovemmanti had tbs-reby dGRi&d 'th& dcctrina of eatp6'trl­

atice VtMoh _uld allolr indi:v.:1duels to lea'ge voluntarily tbeir mtiYe land 

. l * ­



t.o participate in fbrei.gn quarrols. whatEfV'er tbeirmot1vc.
10e R.~rm" 

ista argued tmt the praB1rlal'b sbould he..w c:onte.n.too r.imse1.f lIith B me're 

deolttre.t¡ioo agaimt the exped1tiom.rles. allowing ttm. b¡) se.il. 'It 'Waa 

adm1tte-d hcwe~ that. ~ se.:i.11!.l€ in su-ch en a1.'pedit:ton, these 1'I:6U fur­

109 
fediled th& proteotion tJf their oountl'y'. ThD on1y journal 1Dediat-ely 

dm~ too rl gh<t d ~trie-tion wa8 th-o Bulleldll. 'Vitie h &1"gued tba~ th8 

g<7Vezul!enl; UUJ within i"tis l$~ 1"1ght8: in taki~ vigoroua aot:\.m aga1nst 

tbe ezped!.ti~rlelS sime the la"ttor VlM"6 eont(JRp1t>-t~ e. viole:t1m oí' our 

Di iiiont 8- trea1;y ob-llgatimB.l1O Siroe n-oun!! !altmd 'lJM" \'dthin the atate 

too c.:pedi.'tdon. tba &P~ l'lf),S port~oo EHI lnving invad.ed tté sav.er­

ei~ ~t«y ú' a Btat.~. t~ violt;.ti~ S't&te'a rlghts. 'lbs rlgh~ of 

ths :Federal Gw~t t.o ~ & blockade on tha ooast of e. l3t~ ...8 pro­

ohimed a tttudeow prlnoi~lo.u 
111 Too a1w.t& of Mis:si8si.ppi '&aS trged to 

aontast tte· r1ght te l!'ederal Gfí'i oers f.o enter ita delne.in and mallB aggros­

112 
aions. Al'tbougl 'tbD C¡-BSCAAt abafJdcJBdi'ts objeetion te gov~J!'mD1t 

actiClll e. m.ort tima 1a1.'leI'. U8 tbe Delta o<lft1;inaed f .... 1~ pan. od to 

urge- Eia-sia3ippi ~rs te hl"ing t.be quNt10n bftf'm"e tbe United S'ba-ttle 



81 

But tbe dis peraitm of tbe expedi~lon8.8eumedbn:e.der ElS.PGOtiI thBn 

nera qu1bb11ng ovar 'ttle abetnot' rlgbta of inUvidlBls aDd e1ia1;;et,. The 

presa ('..ancUdly disouased fue suppres&1oo. ofth5 expo-41tion as El fait 

,,!ccemp1i md meny joum.al8 -6ltFH'Sed pronoumed editor1al op1niona.. Tlle 

Delta am tbe COUJ'1er were ngain tbe ratSt outspolQm orttios or gcwarnment 

Now Orlem:e at the news of tIle Cuban r-&VOl1,1tlon Yhich red brolam .out in 

t>he le.'tter plrb al i\ut."lJ8t.116 lt vould be • S(d"ceof roortif'1.e.atám for 

¡~ric9llJ tfo knarr -t}:.-at the- euppres8iOl'l ot 'the Rouul lelenrl apeditian m.s 

exeeed1ngly harmf'u1 tlJ th8 Cuban 0$1"..117 '1'b& Courler charged t"he.t oertain 

Whig joume1s ab t'1m suppo'I"ted Taylorta Proelamat1on. snd fue suppreaslcm, 

t.m't pubHe opUüon 1Ql.O syll1fáthe:tio ttsard tho expeditdODarlea. Not daring 

to a1:;tack the preBiOoot. tbe WbJ.g pred _$ plao1~ tba bl6mJI- 11pOD naval 

lle
autborl..t.ies '\1ham they elaimsd ood exe~ thei r ae:tb crl ty. 1t uas 

slloged tha:t most pN88 -opinion lad oonlemned U$supp1"8SS1 on oí" the ex­

119pedit4.0l'1. nn4 tba'b !ayltr had added ioo bis tUlpOpUl.ri1;y u El reault of 

120 .
tt.. B,y 1lli&-Sspt~ 1~ ..8 omeecle4 iitat tbe Roond Islam wntalre 1'JU 

deed, l:Ut ite adYat_ee atfb1H4 that other tm4 .~ prere.red expedi.t1ons 

121 122 
'tIo Cm.. 1!012ld __ ~la't.. ad that Cuba woulc! )llIJt be free. The 
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8y!!lpatlw ~ 1:i1e peopJs- was declered oto mve be8n v11th 1:he exped1tional'-> 

1&8.123 md tho Cresoent o(JlX)luded bt fue wlrole un(~lc1ng wauld mve 

beon emoessru1 b!W Nem Or]e'enB a1cne be... depd«1 upon tor the t'urnlsh... 

ing of tnl9n, nnd tibe tne'Q1'1! te ~tte.<k Cuba.1M na· oppoedti on to the n.d1eal 

press 'WQ8 unor~od. Tbe ,~r1eania1l. prlo.r te tbis ti_ e. stroog "~ 

thizer Y4th tbe Cubm ttoV'ElLl'l«lt .. lmde Q completa &nd 61.orddm rev&rsal of' 

po11cy. [',nd doo1aNd i.ts appr-ovnl ~ T-nylor'e' eolrage in s-uppre&sing tbé 

125
axpedltion of e:enques1>. The ,!3u.l1.&tin disapprared of 'ttie querlionable 

rnoro.lity r$ fum1tJg Q ehm1ge cf frOlT~t upon a ~p1e" mñ 1!U will1ng 

to sea ibe JnOYeme1':lt dispersed.
126 

Ti» .!!!! remained qui&t throughout tb0 

o'rials. but montht later notcd that. as a l"08u1't d '1he prompt ero vigor-­

"OUB aotlon 01: the~aoo~e. the ttrst axpodi:timJ a1Jood at c"ma reeulted 

in 9. lfsplsndid MIuro.",1Zl 

Thus from July iro D&eElllber. 1849. tbe Cuben qu.Etstion in om :rorm .r:;r 

~r md beGn giVbn ooosidernbl8 G;tt:~tion by 'file populace of Now Or­

1e1U1t. '!le Garo1a Rey abduott;OI1 tad b&c quloldy eelzed upOD by the md­

1081 ¡resa .ti.eh boped 1D mm ~. flft"a!r 100m aa a nnt1o.ne1 insul~ te 'tl'-.e 

Unit Gd 8t&iiea in Ol"der 1:;ha1;~ in a cons-1d8'l"6't1.on of the 1"f){arat1O!l due 

Amérioa 1'J'e;n 8peUl. b 'bnmst&rellCOf1f Cubtl te> itle t1nlts:d S;tat;es cou1d be 

consummated. Tb1s mdSBt:d pt"e'8$ f'requelft;ly du~ tte Roy ori&18 imluad 

pme:t!belly aU • jouma'IB ·rL 11" ~188JS. !le Cl"GfJCent; elom reIIlbled 

eppcs_ ., tbe aft"a.1J". ·bét~ vigorously mJ:ldlec1 by Ule mUODal p8ftbDll1i:. 

Ron'eJ' .th5s pape.y" oarrhl W potnt out tbBt 1. t"avaNd Ctbe ~ 



t1on, tut 'the. t it regrettad t.V¡a Rey-Cuben 8 Dsocic.ti an sinoe this pol1cy 

retortled rether tmn e1ded tlw ~tion d Cd>e.. ¡t wa.s ccmeded by 

el1 tta t "irtually tbe ent1N clty was eonrlDoed af' the guil't o-f Bspe.Íio. 

in th6 abt'loo'tian, ani the popu~oe 'WZlS not. bJa'1teat 1» diep~ its bitt.e.r 

9Ilimos1ty tdJard the. ormsul suS bie Span18h ee&nelattw. for the1r underh8nd6d 

m'thod&. It laS porcetved tb1t $spaÍÍa'G espi~g. eysttn. as -n flS his 

abducticn of Rey., bnd bem. o1"doT'eC1 by too Spenish gcve!'!une:nt. snd tble 

8ggrawtod 'tm mt'i-lpon1Bh tee11Ilg in the city. TJ:e ~ly keen 

reemtant to S,ptún's represmtr..tiYe at New 0!'1&_ .. end the no+rol'ious 

publio1ty giYea. tb& afi'atr fRmiroaUy culminated when Prea1dent To.ylor 

early 1n JíUU!ry ~ laso. forood EaptÜB 'to witibdra'ff rrom. bis of Ü cia.l pos t.. 

J¡¡,~wb11e an tmknaim ezpo-dition oí en w.aa t"e:~ devel:oped in one lU"O'tmd 

~ew Orle-am.. J-.s tí.me:f.ll-38ed it ~ the ourrm't ~ that this l1cun3 

lolBDd expedi't:lon, wMch '$8 prGbably l-»ateDtd ea e rE)ault of too 1!ln1mo61ty 

teOW'flrd Spe.in wer tbe J~ aff61r, red fel" 1 te d)jeot an e<t'taok on Cub-th 

The f'1'Y6mmant 'th~t. tbat tt hud de1'in1te proú" d the Round lsland 

&1'"OUp·s militar:{ ID ture,f:'D4 ~. e.m by ~ qu1e kly itoau:pletely 

SUPPl'OS-s:ed Ule abDrti'Ve a't~. ibie ac.W IU"OUl5:ed a :8tonn ot proteet frarl 

h New Orlea1e prese 19lrlch thoulJit ht tbeop$!11den .hou1d hlTe- been 

pem1~ te adt.- &1lce 1t h&d inten4ed -to libem'te Uw oppresBed Cubtme. 

It 1'>'Il8 ftu\itlt'4r ~Ula~ tb& ~~l~ahaa h eyapiltby ot tbe 

popu1aa ot Dew~. n. -m1tJg l10tke 1fU acun.i:ed" it wu d-ecla. 

tbat betWr ~ expe4J.td.ClIlla 1;0 Cma euld otII& JA1lsr._ liiZlId 1Z&tl Cuba _ 

wmüd ~t be free. A1thOU8l the iourd Is1ccl cpÑ1tion 1lIU ooad. id» de­

2IIlD4 ~r tI3e CMW1qlle'b ~ CdIa eed .~1f....:n:tt_ 'to the Ua11re4 s_.... but laM16. 
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tfTba Lopez ex:poo1.1¡1ans WtJrO due in e. very alif'tlt 
degree te Cubm antorprlsGJ' th0y Ult1"9 in 8Ssem8-­
stD in theiJ" exem..ytion-e Soutnem mavancrt rOl' thlt 
enx:exation of thc 1s1nnd. f.l1ld would ~rombly Mve 
ooourre4 bad r..opez DGYer e:d$tod.... L.},t. p~. 

uLope:z E«peditione to Cuba,. 1850-51 .. 8etmyal of ths 
Cle:opatra. lB51,n Publieat10na cf tm &ou1bom His-­
~ Assoole.tion .. ~ (fiashIngliOn-;-i.'906) lt 345:062.­

oonvimed Lopez thnt be OI.lght to el'.ifi; "ttie be.lro cf hi.s- opereti ODS ti> ·tM 

Lalwr M1.B s1e1S1pp1 VtÜ.ley I'9Gian.1 eai early in 185C' l'e abandonad Wtl.sb1ng­

'ton o1t?¡ aro by ~il b9 end thrae OT .fourfel1-tft!'1 Cubrms __re ftttf:mpt~ 

to cr-gnnlze a Cttben expe-d1t-ion in 8Ild aroum llew OrlsCDIiJ.2 Lopes N1d his 

micb l'Iatt probably I!Itill mtbitte't'ed over 'the 6lrEJ!to c:4' 1849. Y:aJ:Jy llmrl­

C8JlS 'there prOV"ed tt:emeglves inValmb1& in nid~ Lopc~ no orgnniz.e. equ1p. 

ant1 laum h anexped1ticn ngn1m1¡ Cubh! This- attnek hcm-evm'" was to 'be re­



t10n md pot6Dtinl ~1sbmERlt of 'thGse lllGn hoi@'l.temd the ill-wil1 oí 

J~1mr1om8 i;:ava.rd Stltin, are· fumished tm ooGis for ftr1:t1Gr diplOl!Btio 

Metion vdth tba t pa4'Jor.'1: 

l~e.ro1St) Lof$&. eh1et figtre of tb¡) Cuban dftl!OO, or 134~...s1. had bem 

bom ebcut 1798 in V~VAela.5 In bis ~d Lopez md rol :lm:po\!:ing appee.l'­

moe. El. sturdy pbyslqm, ane:ffuble p.trosomlity..6 oro ~ @1 great favorito 

ro. th aoldiers. 7 líe had Bert'Gd M a Q.CftÚoGS1OMd offwer in the Sproñoh 

pltm!»d o. revolutrlon in Oube in June, llJ4...fl. Ii; proved to be en e.bortiw 



then ~·ooeoded t.o J·&dse a volunteer fill1:ustorlng e~ Of 'Kentuo1..'1.N'lS .. 

AlthoUgJi QuittJ¡an rafuo-ed tba oottnOnd uf tl-!.e 6Xpeditlon o!':fered h1m by 

I..opo:z. ha ~it1f)d etrongly 8)'mplthetio to the CUboo idea. end helpful to 

too Lopez ex~ditionarle1h8 

pation in tha Cardma.8 expeaitlon 'm8 ita Ameri.can stmpmd ea8't. F'il1­

bustaring aetivit1e& fer the ~dition npparet*ly began in anO around New 

9
Orleens aboat April 1. Spe.nish at;ents UB1"e on the elert aro nctifioo tts 

natiOntll eov~ of SU8pi0-1OUB mil1tary 84~ivity in New Orlee.M en 

April 2. ood thereafter for 1be next month.10 On A-pril 11, a feRI hundred 

f1libuste1'8 f'raa Km~~ lande<1 Ml!lr ~G~ OrleelUJ- end were lodged nee.r 

Lafay3tte.11 S«OO mGtmS red to be fot1tld to e<pip md transporto tbeae men. 

It Ul8 in fXJo1iinc theac pr-obl.oms that John Haud.or&Oll ond L...T. Sigur provod 

son o.t New OrlecNh One ttr 'two million do1lars 'W01'"'tll oí bol'ld1J 1iIl9re prlntad 

bundrod th~NJ.d dollara ....th a.ot- te Q;UlU en the dolkl". In th18 1'/18e 

fo-ñy 01' fiftr t1rou~ dol1ars _a nrlsod 1¡i) equi:p ~ expedit1on. 

iÑeeld¿ .Del~.Augtl$t 4. 185lJ Cal....11. Lope:~ EJt&itdit 10nB ~ d et nq-.J 
Jdm 't.m:a!bo~•• L1t.. 10!. CorreeJ!!'Pdeooe af ~A;tiiií. '2 vola .. (liew 
Y.orkL l860). 11 P' 55:&.1.. ~. I<:()T a ~ on Qi¡' o~Wt1on anu ao­
ti'9'iV el tbe Cúh_ Juma in lJew Y-trkd Washhcton,. aea A. C8ld~n de 1& 
~ Spq1sh ld.íltstier .10 ~11. to CltI,ytan, JaIIlal'Y 19~ l850. 1Jl 
Sen. Ex. 13cD••• 31 .-o~•• 1 s.e..... R~ 61, 1~.. Probabbt tbe bN:1; vol­
\iiit tii""'t#ii'a early llf'e 18 that ~ Hermi1110 Ptr1;;ell Viii.. ~iso ~. 
z!!~. I (~1fabe1a~ 1980). Abo CQD.8Ult a~lee 1Jl tbi Dillll~Ga.... 
)ley lO;lI'. ~~. lo.. _tedal _ Lope.·8 euly me. 

.~;·iJo Goualee' tMtl..., P the Cuba Sta-te !ria1s he cOn­
taot" B~...__ tf1r th& t1n't ~ ft;b.out; i¡h1.a oo.te.. Da111 Dol~ Jan­
.ua1'7 U, 1861., 
.. lOC~D to 01~ Me.Y a..,1850. in Se.. .&Ir. 000$., 31 ccmg.j! 
1 Se_s•• lo. fII. 2.-. - - ­

l1ñud:r. ~ CW:>u ~14.GIl, 9-111 c.1lftDU. rs-a Expdit1.on. 69. 
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oonIa. 'i'la bonis. )~l.f1ble in 1:t!.e ronD cf ti'!e Repmlic of eme. aD1 

signad Ly Wpe.z.12 l\lmishad t1:e autiro 00U1"Ctl of :nml15 fot' the e~od1­

tion.J..3 ~ Galeof th(,}SQ bcn1sffJ.ve rise to Serl.OU3 cl~&-ea ngaina't 

in the hOPCi ili&.t a suecessful (~UbM flA:Pcdtion TIould bl"k~ trGrooDdaus 

proí'its W. thdü.l 4: ll'1doEson••'1th thG p~oc'ÜS f'rEtm the u.J.e. e"ryprooobod 

ves1Wl ;COI' t;:16..o.:C.. 700 Cl'oule was 'lhen rr.adt1 eVe\i!ahlo 't-o CUTr,r a ~--......- ­
of t1l8 oo:pediti on:u'1e:s tu euba2·5 

An;'8 CDi ~~ti cm ro¡> t he f'1libus­

Majt? Louis .GE.l1¡¡ ,en Ney 1 ('.¡.<d z>oqueutoo si fc~t or t-m thotlS~ld certr:ldgea.. 
16 

~Ilt onl.y f!,. fr;¡w or the.ee \'Nl.~ ~vot" ücl:h;~rOO.. Sig\.u· a180 cmitac:bed 



hav1JJg too 10. tter o'J'dm- a qumtlty of &Jm8 ón Aprll ~ hom C. ¡¡. ~1.qp 

oetmll1mer 01' tb) Lotüe1ana: sta'te srsenal.r1 SigUI" pasted a $7.,f>OO bond 

e.s aurety for tt~ ama tmd the reD! \tI8.8 de11vef'ed U, Fcw1'W'.18 '1:1» bond

_3 'to bo eanoe1J8ltd if 1M 9.nms tI8I"e 1a~ returmd int aot. buti othe1"\Ylae 

. 19
1t woulrl ho cfJlloctible. In sane nys'ter101Z .., tbe'n th~ a.rma ar too 

stnte of LoUiB1ene were euppliod t1'Je f11ibus'tors pJI} servad tl&m in the 

ce.rdetng attack. Yet 1n SpiUl of this uncpe8t1oredfaot ibe responsibility 

for tilia aot1.on eould Dot be directly attribllted to eny pr1;iculsr 8t~:te 

arricial.20 Aa the teetdmonr in {tile reg&rd me given in June. 1850_ at 

LOpeZ 1 S triel for neutmlit,. v1,o1at1OJlS ...~ 11ew Orl.eem presa \lJaS ~ 

0U8 in aclmoluledging tbet 1t.e ov1dGllCe establlsbed oomlus1valy ttat the 

í'11ibueJters he.d prooured stat.e aJ!m fbr ~lr va ure.21 end 00m:l jwmala 

c:lE.rgad tblt hich st8te dfie1als W9J"e imp110ated in the plot.22 

~1lA!' tbe flrst oí' the expedi't1omriea 1'i8m ready to sa1.l fTmK 
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eOlll'!la1d. Ji f'ew dEW8 beforo ee.iling too Kmtuc~ filibustera inals ted on 

un rohiDg in an orde1"ly faehion tbrout'Jl tbe street-s of New Orle.tW&. tilUa 

attraot~ the a"tterlhiOll al the o¡mn181. oonenl. It ves aeaerte6 howevaF 

that this notoriety did tlw expedition no ham "'.ufO!" oUZ" objeot enl 

destilIltion -.s tJJn~ e.s well lmowr.L in New Orleans &8 it oould be. We- hed 

bsm too subjt:ICt of sav"J.1~l ~r lWtioea. ElIld the C~ axpe41tion m.s 

tbe bar-room e:t.mITersat1oo all over Ule-aity.Q23 On Aprll 25. Colonel J. W. 

bflrql e r~rfi!Clm !'ro!'.l tho dook end gave the d~..ting mm throe oheers. 

Lo~z. Gonzales.. ~nd lietld0r8oo W91"e ~ last 'to rtlMin nt thf> deck 'Miving 

adious.24 On April 50. ~z in 0-OO1PaDY oí' severel e8s00i~eB 8WM"U be1'oJ.oG 

aDd dollarsat 51x per -c~ !merest. The public property of Cuba was 

2S \tlll.._pledge.d a.s ooourity. In tr.e meantime Colonel c. R. Hne-st was gatJ'>.,erlng 

Q til"OOp or about 160 LouisiSl1tlflS 'Wb1t~l1 aeiled on t'be Susft!l Lcu1, llay 2Jr 

lasO.26 LopeI.g r,~s and ·hlr cotlr.'.em -.re the last 1D 1_".. Abo\it 

150 half.....ge of par-dg 8'tcred by C1'8rles am Harria- a't tbe United Stat.ea 

&1"8ena1 were ordered rearo.ed 'b.o ~b8 In. the n1ght. ~cre ~ ~d1t1oll 




