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THE NEUTRALITY LAW:
WHAT DOES IT MEAN, WHAT PROHIBIT AND WHAT PERMIT?

VERY loose ideas are prevalent respect-
ing the law above referred to. The
strangest misconceptions of its meaning
and effect have been manifested, and in
-responsible official quarters; to say no-
thing of hundreds of crude editorials;
struck off in the daily haste of partizan|may, perhaps, be no objection to leaving
scrvice, by writers who have never read | the harmless antiquity undistarbed on ita
the very text of the law in question in|dusty shelf of obsolete oblivion, will it
their born days, and who, even if they|also behove us to be well on oar
had it before their cyes, possess little his- against those retrograde friends of the
torical knowledge of its origin, and less of| despotic reaction, who unhappily at pre-
those habits of critical analysis and legal | sent swarm about the palace of power and
judgment, requisite for any correct under-| the hall of law, tasking and abusing the
pt;l}din% either of the true political spirit, | resources of tyrannical authority, in order
or of the practical prohibitory or penal|to strain its language and pervert its
application of such a law, spirit, into applications of it as little -
™ Times are coming—nay, the time is|tended by our grandfathers as tolerable
fally now—when it is important that this| to ourselves.
law should be both correctly and gener-|  Look at the Continent of Europe. See
ally understood.  Let us cast a giance| the despotic reaction everywhure trintoph-
‘around and abroad—far as well as near— | ant and dowinant; all the popular liber
t the novel and peculiar political coudi-| ties everywhere crushed and ochained.
tion of the community of Christendom,| The partial exceptions to be found, in va-
and give a thought to the new relations, | rying degrees, and on precarious tenurs,
md corresponding duties, which have|in Belgium, Switzerland, and Sardinis
therefrom arisen to us, in regard not|are not cnough to break the general truth
merely to the principalities and the pow-| of this sad statement. The people are
ers, but also, and far more sacredly,|completely down, and with the sword-
to principles and the peoples. J.et us|point at the throat are held prostrate
se¢ what claims exist, what appeals are} there by their imperial, royal, ducal, pa-
made upon us; on what rights those|pal, or presidential tyrants A perman-
eliims and those appeals are founded ;! ent state of siege may be said to prevail
ud what should be our answer. and our [ over nearly the whole surface of Euro
stion. And cven if we should then find | Martial law is almost everywhere
o our statute books any old law of an-| highest, if not the only, law.  Omnipres-

er century standing in the way of the! ent vigilance and espionsge; prompt and
performance of high and great duties, | fierce vigor, not merely in the repression
mational or individual, which have grown|of all resistance. but in anticipation eof
ot of the progressive cvents and the new| even suspected discontent; incarceration

ts of our own day and generation, it|of thousands, and expatristion of tens ef
vould behove us to consider what amend- | thousands; and combinstion for mutusl
ments to the same might be expedient as|succor and support against the one com-
vell as right. But if we find no such | mon enemy, the people,—these constitute
Testrictive or preventive enactment, but!ihe system of the remewed Ucholy Alli-
merely an old statute of vague and indef- | ance of despots which now rules nearly all ‘
mite terms, open to constructions varying| Europe, with a royal “reign of terror," and |
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according to the variety of .predisposition
with which it is approached, and wholly in-
applicable, in any just and proper practieed
operation, against the good and genercus
impulses of our hearts, and the clear eon-
victions of our minds, then, while thers
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1y rule. The people everywhere disarm-

ed; the press everywhere silenced
all other utterance but Jaudation of
ernment and vitup
ism; distrust and
fomented between t
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eration of all liberal-
dissension scdulously nephew,
he wealthier and the that to
by a chronic already so
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olute- | and republic subverted, and the slavery

and empire abruptly substituted, and bﬁ
from | the sharp outcries of a new and fres

agony. Butin truth, bad as is the state
of things under the bad uncle’s worse
it is not to be comparced with
which the other countries were
far habituated, that the stifled
groans of their old sufferings and wrongs,

gov-

diti f false alarm of gocialistic and
o enace | when audible beyond the depths of their’

communistic danger prctepded to m
the foundations of society;

everywhere, impossibilit

ing among the scatterc

headless and helpless giant, an uncombin-

ed people ; quick and keen skill of
and martial authority,
guessing the present or possible
Teaders of revolt, and summary and
ing ruthlessness in anticipating

truction or paralyzation in the pos
of irresponsible power; and finally,

ing and consolidating all, an ‘understood

combination of all the vast and

forces of the different despotisms—

« Distinct as the

—pivoting upon the immovable and im-
multiplied in | they still love co

pregnable base of Russia,

difficulty | own
y almost cvery-

where, of effective concert or understand-
d members of that | ot

in recognizing or

the dan-

+ incarnate in their persons, by employ-
ment of all the various resources of des-

billows, but one as the sea,”

dungeons, had ceased to make much
impression on our, blunted attention.
While the despotism in those countries i8
less absolute, (perhaps even more £o,
tempered by moderating influ-
police | ences,) it lias certainly been more cruel
and sanguinary, ip Naples, Rome, Lom-
bardy, Poland, and - Hungary, than cven
in France,—deeply soaked in another pur-
ple than the imperial, as is that mantle,
lost before on the field of Waterloo,
which the traitor and perjured President
keeps awaiting some grand day of. mili-

tary pomp worthy of its re-appearance.
ettered and paralyzed. as they may
varied | be, the péople are, however, thank God,
‘nejther annihilated nor changed. That
they feel all the weight of the very chains
which keep them for the time prostrate,
«ho can doubt? - Who can doubt that
they still hate tyrﬁ@ny and tyrants, that
atry and countrymen,

being less

future
swecp-

session
crown-

efficiency through the fatal facilitics of | and still aspire towards at least a future

the railways and magnetic telegraphs, and

ever ready for mutual support, SO a3 vir-
bear upon cach point | thought and the fecling fermenting in the

tually to hring to

all the moral and physical powers of the
whole tremendous organization of tyran-
ny,—such, in brief outline, is the spectacle | now pondering upon

hope and purpose of freedom? Silenced
as may be all modes of expression, for the

depths of the popular as of the individual
heart, who can doubt that they are even
the mistakes as we

of the dominant rcaction now prcscntcd as the misfortunes of the past, and that

by the continent of Europe.

We have all been startled and

within the past few months, by the exten-.
gion of this system over France too; and

-every successive step in that pr

elicited a fresh exclamation of horror and | while better

disgust,—not unmingled with eon
the endurance of its victims.
lively impression of these
many have imagined the state
1o be worse in France than in

when God sends them the next providen
shocked | tial opportunity for the re-assertion of thé
rights of men and of peoples, they will
rise up to the stern and sacred duty, not
ocess has | less brave for the great blow required,
and wiser than before for
still more important objeet and duty

tempt for { the

Under the | of sccuring the fraits of the vietory?
new cvents,

A Their leaders meanwhile, those of them
of things | who have escaped the scaffold and the
the other | dungeons which have been the fate of £

continental countries, and the new régime | many thousands and tens of thousands

of Louis Napoleon to be more thoroughly | within the past three years,
and violently tyrannical than that of the|lyin exile.
older despotisms of the continent.
is a mistake, naturally cnough induced by | matter of course;

the sudden oontrast between t

arc necessar
That these men live only 8

This | the hope of return to their countrd is
who could expect, 30

he liberty | who among us would wish, that it sho

" ism. Italian, German, Hungarian, Polish,
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be otherwise? Such return means, of
course, revolution, and, as a general rule
though not without exceptions, such rev-
olution means now, of course, x"epublican-

French, Cuban, and Spanish, tens upon
tens of thousands of these unfortun};te
men are thus situated, the greater part
of them absorbed into the industrial
classes of thé countries where they ma
have severally found refuge, and littly(;
able to divert any portion of their time
from' the toils of a precarious subsistence
tl:,) the agitation of those revolutionary’
tl;)pes and plans in which, nevertheless
ey take deep interest, and to which many
others of their number, on the other hamdy
devote every thought by day and every
dream by m%)ht. Thrown together ig
foreign lands, brethren in a community of
:x;sfortune,- suffering, resentment, opinion
h pe, and aim, they coostitute a revolu:
ionary body and force, single while vari-
ous, united in one cause though cach part
ha;vnr_xg its own distinct nationality am{] a-
triotism,—and tending to a consolidatipon
?I;'thh is perhaps already foreshadowed
at happy pacific federation of the future
Earopean republies, which is not. we de-
voutly trust as wellas hope, a mere Utopian
dtéam of Christian philosdphers and ami-
able peace congresses. Operating from
abroad, the different secret central com-
:uttees communicate with their friends at
ome, and cxtend, as widely as their
means and abilitics enable them to do
the seeret organization of the revolution-
;r{dl_'epu}.)hcan party in cach country. A
8 inal idea with ‘them all is to restrain
e people everywhere from premature
ud uncombined movements, as well as to
l'll}'l;pare them, go far as that may be pos-
> e, for efficient action when the hour of
I:lov]lldenee shall come, and when the sig-
inteflia” be given by the proper central
iw{gence,—no tocsin of a mere eity
e ;, nor even of a national insurrec-
Imnt’al :t the great alarm-bell of a conti-
ibdged c}l):\zfrl:ag for freedom, and for right
. i:th:ie (Jlli;%anlzntlons, the Italian is,
Mcg elra y understood, by far the
e omplete. We are not aware, nor
o presume, that any others adwit of
~uparison with it in this respect.  Prac-

) and the national genius bave made
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ple for working thev

: machinery of s
\ secr
associations. SIontbs ago we were credeit

b}y informed that the number of members
Sh th? secret revolutionary societies
unx;ioexig:}c::ta(};{ly,blor%gnized at present
T irable discipli i
ni's central committee, didp ::)i ?:11}311“.
of four hundred thousand. This is o
part effect, and in part cause, of the la o
auiount of money which Mazzini has b;ege
able to raise for this purpose. The f .
mation and maintenance of such or nior.
tion i3 a somewhat costly opemtiogam";z
ai.l its incidents of travelling, subsi,tence
%; necessary agents, printing, ciphers.
&e. Mazzini's first loan, of two milh':ni,
of francs. was promptly taken up, and
when we last heard about it, some Sontb
back, a second was being rapidly absorbe;
in the same manner. Tt was, therefor
with little surprise that we read, in o o
of Kossuth's late speeches, the féllowiz?e
curious account of the state of thin agt
this moment ecxisting, in greater oggles%
degree of completeness, throughout Ttaly:

‘“ And let me tell you in addition, u
% i 9 =
(wn::{é' t:]fe;l:{ ownhposilive knowledgpe,n llhh:tclebre
| yet has seen such a complet d
extensive revolutionary organizati 5 tht
Italy to-day, ready o burﬂ(goul inul;’n i m"a‘ 5
X < an i st
:::);Lr]nl:lllhe s)ilghlesl opportunity, and r;:::l:'\l:[
gn tg o make that opportunity,if eith=r forei
oterference is checked, or the interfering forei -
;r; occopied at home. The Re\'oluliog ofrellg:s.
Ixa:l reve;!ed and developed the warlike spirit of
vers niciemie), (br o e ey
r u t siogular unaaimi
exists both as to aim and :7: m g. .
shade of difference of opinionesp}; Moo oo
is 10 be done, or how to daoit. sre an lOVWbll
mr their devotion to the Union ;Anl; llrnedl::::ldmo“
of Italy, with France or against France b:r:l:e
sword, at all sacrifices, without comprumi::e '.(hee
lxzre benl_ on renewing, over and over l!lil’] lh:
altle with that confidence that even without id
they will triumph in the long run. o
* The difficulty in Italy is not how to mak
Revolution, but how to prevent its untimel t:e :
break ; and still even in that respect there lsy mh-
a complete discipline as the world never ycl“l:c
seen. In Rome, Romagra, Lombardy, Veoi .
Sicily, and all middle [taly, there exists a.n invli?-
ble government whose influence is everywh .
discernible. [t has eves and hands in all dr e
ments of public service, in all classes of tocieril“-
it lm§ its taxes voluniarily paid—its foru: or ‘y_—
ed__uP police—its newspapers regularly Einl:nd-
and circulated, though the possession of lp:'u el
copy would send the holder 1o the galleys "I‘ghe
otﬁc_em of the exsling guvernment convey tha
missives of the invisible government—ihe dil;
gences transport ity agents.  Oue line from oue of

.Itahans more apt than any other peo-

theee agents opens o you the galleries of art on
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prohibited days, gives you the protection of uni-
formed officials, and, if you find no place at a dil-
determines the directors to gend 2
supplementary carrisge. The chief of police
avowed openly 10 Cardinal Antonelli that for-

6500

attempts, which it is the constant policy wicked before God, how :
e . ) ever firm 2

of tyranny to precipitate an? to crush. {hddo existence before men, that lgx(iz:t itrilll]gthep the hands of our unfortunate
A part of this system of preparation o0se true national relations of friendshi "ed ren in the approaching hoar of thei
which is in the course of execution among ;ympathy and instinctive alliance whic[;,' ﬂegdiwhether it be muskets or mnm'tioeu
merly tbe palace watched and epied, but now \he | the European patriots or reFubhcan_s, . have the highest worth and sacredt,\ess f saddles or steamers. Let, despot hnl.,
palace itself is waiched and epied, and puniched concerted between the united eadersin [§ U8 the American people. As b or | brother despot if he will, tyra fob op
terribly, i““"”’b.'".ifb“ dares to lnllexf:‘r_ehwnh forcign countries and the various ramifi- the two, the oppressors and tho etween | tyrant; we, the people im}\:e ngb Eghe
:h:r ?:ﬂel,:boef;mz?::.‘;;:&.;v:fmen , which pe- | cotions of secrct societies at home, 18 of ﬁ, we are with and for the Op;gspsr:s- l'lqghtt_o help a brother pe,Ople,throu;h::gﬁ
« The opinion of the eoemy being the best | COUTEE the purchage of arms {md munitions r the despots everywhere stand b e agencics as wemay recognize as being trul

evidence of the proepects of the Revolution, I of war for the approaching struggle. espots, so do we, the people ang b reprcsentative of it to us. And Ak
claim your iodulgence to tell a very grapbic io- | That this has alrcady been done to no the peoples; so do we reP“bli,can y | do more,—some of us at least,—in :'1:3" 1
cmall cxtent in England, where Lord Pal by those who live and labor to exst:cztgnt?) z;cn;e of °;”ffuﬂhcr incontestable rigﬁ:

ersonal freedom, and we wi \
: will go

cident.
« A Moosignore, the hesd of the Secret Police merston refuscd. to interfere with com- o}her lands the blessings of that repub
mereial transactions of this nature which fl lican freedom toward which humaann [;11 -| person to help them in the hour and in
ature on

io Rome, came to the Englich Coosul, Mr. I;I?e-
borp, reproaching him with having eheltered the | 3 I ur
involved no violation of any Britich law, ] every where tends and aspires, as flame v:vhl?ic]ﬁel.d of th;]?ir struggle, in a cause

1 18 not w i s
olly theirs alone, bat in

enemies of the Pspal Go\'ﬂnll'll‘ltnl. ;\F\"hn;;cvrr 0k T b f
my sympathies, I protect equa g eaid Freeborn, | is pretty we NOWD. 1at purchases li ascends, and for whi >
¢ 2l who reek refoge from political oppression ang cogtracts of ) similar dIc)scriplion ens and deeper::;hli}}ic(;:rlexm'nple uick-) some degree the cause of ou inci
;“d'l' my roof. If to.morrow an insurrectivn {155¢ heen recently made to some extent [ll 20 do we the child ongiug hopes; | sympathics and int r principles,
reaks out aod you, Mopsignore, come to the A d : hi . children of a gencration W crests as well.
Consulate to demand an asylum, vou chall not | DY Kossuth in this country, 18 no secret, f Whic® achieved by successful patrioti e are not now speaking of the acti
be tsken out while I am living” ¢ On your ho. | —as why should it be? ) revolution the independent liberF rlbO_ ic!of our government. Representati ion
nor, eaid engerly the Monsignore. Yes,onmy | Qur government maintains its regular il i now our happiness, pride and y which [ it may be of us, the people, it and Ive as
honor.’ answered Freeborn. Oh,’ eaid the Por diplomntic relations with all those goverr #and by all who a-’ o all sgrengzh, not ooe, but in many res . DE we are
lice Director, with flowing eyes, and graspiog en- w5 th rst and the wick St &tk toeard lm 1o sincerity and ‘roughly twai y respgcts we are tho-
thusiaetically the Consul’s hsods, ¢ I ¢hall count nients, the wO n - lckedest 1 ; wards tho same good and glorio ghly twain. {ts action is collectivel
on your word—I £hall;” and forgetting his official | Well a8 the best. We duly cxchange whievement, to be likewise tr glorious | national. orrs may be so extensiv .
errand, he proceeded eagerly to detsil the dis- ministers, dinners, and agsurances of dis [l % succeeding generations of aosmitted | be in ove sense popular, witho te Y e
iee in which he would present himeelf. tinguished consideration. In reference mankind. %fe will stand b f}l:mnci)p“ed same time ccasing to be indivil:iuaLt the
op;;i‘:nc:f ’luhel}i;ir%drl:??h:rsyc‘rz ?ol‘i::-v:;ﬂ to all the affairs of public busiress, or of- |l free utterance of our wan{]cstcr:;r()l’sth(:‘ olpcrates ouly with the army and navay anId‘
(bat this is the condition of all Ttaly, is éle\;'n on ficial pational re]ntlons,(h(ﬁe gO\'cr.!‘.melau "mP“hy, praise and checer. We ?] t.le Pubhc treasury, we with our s’in le
one ride in the fact that the Kingof Noples holds represent and embody, to the functionaries Jll reccive them to our shoreswith open h will | rifies, merchant steamers or clipper bg
fettered in dungeons 25,000 patriots, and Ra- | of ours, the nations which they respee wd arms.  We will welcome ,Pch“ carts | ners, and with the humble resgf.\ ces of
deizky haw sacrificed neerly 40.000 political mar- | tively rule or misrule. All this is so,and tedented ovations their wo t.hwlt unpre- our private pockets, The °0l1ntm'e$\‘.l;)f
:"‘ oo the ""ﬂf"d"“d stil} 1thé ecafiold continues must needs be o, but are these governmenls latives and chiefs. W rthy represen- | nation, the Union, is res ib i
0 be watered with blood, and still the dungeons . Ao ) their ki 8 e will recognize | collecti - ponsible for its
receive pew victims, evidenily proving what spint every thl.ng, gnd 18 our OwWn government ir known ambassadors who come i lve.pu‘f)l!c action; none but ourselves
there exists in the people of Italy. And etill [ €veTy thing in this matter? Arc thell ®&r midst, on a higher mission, and into for ours, individual and private asit,:n st
Americans doubt that we are on the eve of a ter- | picoples nothing in the question? Are [l sbetter and truer title, than t’h and with | be; and provided we violate none uaf
:’:L':F".“é“ﬁ’.‘:ﬁ‘:l llhi;y :;\‘:n‘;r:l‘ :!:Z ;:?rll there not natural relations between oUf geatlemen who present: in gold.berg,:’(;‘cr:lé our own laws, conscicnce and the consz_
ke o e gt cpark can lgh, | FooT and their peoples, us well as offcil Jt #uis at Fasbington, the official o mate | e sheraily seaparsibi s which
and Ttaly is the left wing of that aimy of Liberty national rclations between our govelr tredentials which attest them asthea attend our exercise of the rights of our
of which Hungary is the right.” ment and their governments? Weof the of their governments. We will dgcntﬁ Reggoe freaciom;
To what csteat the revolutio grgalt Repub}lc of the e.artl?, we of thit &t may seem good in our own eyes_:e mc{uttwfsull(fi-’ indeed, be well, if our govern-
0 W cnt nary or- { mighty and yearly mightier young Deme @l e people, acting with the freedom of i itself could but nerve itself to the
ganization on similar principles bas been | eracy of the New World, deeply imbued il dridual thought and will—to aid tho in- | degree of Americanism requisite for a
carried in other countries, we are unatle |as is our very blocd with the minglirgJll 8ir noble and patriotic pur id them in | worthy and honorable assertion of the true
to eay. In both Frarce and Germany it | currents of the Europcan nationalities @ the despots go yearly to tl?e ﬁoitis. h;[let seatiment and spirit of our people, in ref-
is said to be considerable. Kossuth has this great issue between the peoples ot ad the like for the loans r ujs‘n,o f)sc llqs erence to this great pending iss’“ be-
already dore much in Hungary, and, more- | their despotic governments,— {etwcen befll ®rmous military wants 'e%ut tl;3 ofr'thelr tween the peoples and the despots of Chris-
over, has agents. many and devoted, so that | tyrannized demoeratic masses on the o° ®d leaders of the p80ple’ shall ; trlcnds tendom. But nothing of that kind is to
with time and funds for its necessary cx- lland, and on the other the emperor @il ® U8 in vain, to ask at our frat "0[ hcouzc be cxpectdd from the present men in
pense,we have no doubt thatbe willeffeet a | kings and nobles who keep them tightll ¥ least such limited aid as iterna ans power among us, nor from any pomible
result in this important respeet of prepara- down by the tremendous resources il % power to bestow, towards utll?y ein|men of that party—we mean, any who
tion, not less perfect and cxtensive than |disciplined physical power at their'¢® lent organization,und re e _more | could by possibility rise in that party to
that existing Ttaly, under the auspices | trol,—are we rcquircg to ignore the &% the great popular movemer?t. \Eﬁ{n}:m of | the heights of offictal power. ~Thisisnot
of Mazzini; being cnabled, mcanwhile, | tence of the former, and to know, to by brings nearer and ncarcr iI every | the aspect of the subject which we hsve
through the ame means which are to or- | cognize, to regard, to consult the will o4l *lead them money alone s tuorlvnl] now in view. Accepting ss a necessary
ganize adequatc_preparation for the pro- | pleasure of only the latter ? Ged forbid Jll ® give, or sell them—and r;'o?cm encf fuch wt leot for the present, nok only
per hour, to effect the not less import-| No! itis rather with the peoples ¥ & incontestable rights oJf Ceso 1 e ) the deacHion butdtuslence of our govern-
ant object of preventing those premature with their falge governments, wrob m and eﬂfvel‘prize—wha?é?-xel;ezr; m]ent,—tll:auvm it to ignore as 11 may
; ; _ please the existence of any other rights

jgence office,
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or claims upon it than those of the gov-
ernments diplomatically known to 1t on
paper and parchment, and to shut its eyes
and its ears to the existence of peoples
under and behiud those governments, dif-
ferent from them, wronged and oppressed
by them, hostile at heart to them, and
only awaiting the auspicious hour for the
exercise of the sacred though hazardous
right of insurrcction against them,—know-
ing that this is all that is now to be expect-
ed from our government,and assumingit to
be all that ought to be looked for from 2¢,
it is the totally different question of what
we, we of the pcople, ought to and lave the
right to do, to which we now confine our
attention. We have already indicated
the question practically submiitted to us
by the great and rapid events of the day;
and we are surc that we have not erred
in indicating the gencral response of the
sound, warm democratic heart of our peo-
le.

d It is truc that this answer, and the
spirit of this answer,as we have in(!icated
it, are not universal, as the qucstion ad-
dresses itself to gH the various classes,
parties, interests and opinions which go
to make up the totality of our national
existence. We have gut indicated the
general or the prevailing response, with-
out meaning to evade the confession that
it is not without many, loud and influen-
tial exceptions.

In the first place, we have what may be
fairly called anti-republican or anti- Ameri-
can opinion and party among us. We do
not say that every whig belongs to this

arty, nor that a majority of the whigs
ge]on’g to it—thank God, no !'—but we do
gay that every one of this party (aud its
influence is far from being insignificant in
our large cities.) is a whig; infallibly and
necessarily a whig, unless he happens to
belong to that miserable and mniereenary
class of mere hypocrite democrats who,
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the measures and the men to which it
stands . naturally opposcd, all the more
bitterly for this irksome secrecy imposed
upon it, and for the mean artfulness of
the modes in which alone it ever ventures
to hazard the sly proof of that hostility.
We have, in the second place, the com-
mercial class and interest proper (the
merely commereial, we mean), fecling or
caring little for anybody or ?nztlnng but
the profits of a trade which is alf fraud-
ulent and all sclfish—that class so ter-
ribly painted by Burke, whose temple is
the counting-house, its Bible the ledger,
with Mammon for its God;—with no
political thought and no belief, whether
for or against cither the democratic or
the despotic doctrine ; with no convictions
in religion rising even to the respectability
of atheism, nor in politics to that of
Austrianism.  Our vast and various com-
mereial community furnishes no small
pumber of men and minds of whom this
language is no exaggeration, and a still
larger number of -whom it is only sn
exaggeration; though still, happily for
the destinies of the republic, the spirit of
the age and of the country preserves the
great bulk of that portion of our people
engaged honestly and honorably in the
manifold branches of tradz and commerce,
from this general tendency of the system
of which they form a part. Caring little
more than & quarter of one per cent. for
ncighbor or brother, whether on the other
side of an occan or a strcet, it is need-
less to say that the men of the elass here
referred to have little sympathy for any
woes or wrongs of a brother people or 8
neighboringnation. Inno respect ordegree
participating, therefore, in the above indi-
cated democratic response to the .appt‘&lﬂ
and claims of prostrate but aspiring Ew
ropean democracy, all that this class©
wen want is the maintenanee of the gen:

without cither democratie conviction or
sentiment, corrupt while they cumber our
noble party, for the sake of the profits
and the honors which they seck to secure
by a loud lip-service on its side. This
anti-republican party in our republic, anti-
democratic in the midst of our democracy
—Hibernicis Hibernior—is more tho-

cral tranquillity auspicious to trade; and
| they are rather disposcd to regard a8
l\“ coemies of the human race” all thos
who may happen to think, feel, and act o
other impulses and metives of action than
their own selfish, sordid and shallow ones

The large majority of this latter class
also,—all, indeed, we dare be sworn, but
a small proportion,—breathe more casty

roughly Austriap than Austria hersclf.
Compelled to dissemble its anti-popular

in the political atmosphere of the whig

ideas and instincts, it hates the opinions,

party than in the democratic. But there
is another not inconsiderable class, whose
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\ adverse predisposition, on ‘the question

referred to, grows out of a different cause,
a cause independent of parties or political
creeds.  Trritated by abolitionist inter-
ference with their internal concerns and
social relations, great numbers of our
Southern citizeps have a naturhl bias
sgainst anything appearing even to resem-
ble similar interference, or active sym-
. pathy or interest, in the affairs of foreign
nations, whether exerted nationally by
our government, or individually by our
citizens. This is far from being the
universal disposition at the South—and
far too from being as decided in its appli-
cation to nearer objects of national and
popular sympathy, as to the more distant ;
yet it does unquestionably exist in a very.
considerable degree in that portion of the
Union, modifying and restraining the
natural tendency of the men of that
region towards all gencrous impulses and
manly and noble action,

Still, after all, these ‘exceptions do not
destroy the gencral truth of the response
rendercd, warmly and freely rendered,
by the democratic heart of our people,
to the appeals and claims of the democra-
cies of other lands, crushed to the carth
18 they are by the vast combined military
power of the continental despotisms, Rus-
tia being the Pelion surmounting the Ossa
vpon Olympus of the rest. Yes, we will
sympathize with you, we will cheer, we
vill help you. We will help you with
moral, we willhelp you with “material” aid.
We will help you with money, we will hel
you with muskets, we will help you wit{:
men. The very utmost that we could pos-
tibly thus do, acting as private individuals,
must still fall infinitely short of what
Jour combined enemies are ever doing.
and ever ready to do, for each other and
tamst you. We will throw at least a
little counterpoise, into thefearful balance
of your fate, against all the heavy weight
of metal, gold as well as iron, which
¥eighs you down on the other side. The
law of nature prompts, no law of man
forbids, and may the blessing of God go
vith such slight succor as it is in our
Power to extend to you!

But_. here, forsooth, we find suddenly

g nour faces the famous “ Neutrality
Law, originally the act of 1794, now of
1818, We are threatened with its prins
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imprisonments; and grandly denounced
a8 lawless violators of statutes and trea-
ties, and of a settled policy of our govern-
ment, pretended to have been canonized
by time and authority into an equal sane-
tity with that which embalms the memory
of its alleged author and founder, the'
Father of his Country. And we are thus
brought to the examination of what ts
the true meaning of this same “ Neutral-
ity Law,"” what the real policy expressed
in its terms or involved in its sense—
what does it prohibit and what permit?

If, indeed, it does mean and enact all
that our antagonists pretend and claim
for it, and if it 8o far restrains the per-
sonal rights and liberties of our citizens-
as to prevent our lending such aid and
comfort to our brethren of lands less
happy than our own, then is it full time
to change such a law; to adapt-it to our
own altered condition, and the .altered
circumstances of the world and the age;
and to sweep away from our statute book-
all such narrow, cold, and selfish restric-
tions upon individual freedom and the
sympathies of the public heart. Let the
despotisms take it as they may please.
We have nothing to fear from them.
They dare not, singly or collectively, at-
tack us, impregnable as we are to them,
weak as they would be against us in a
contest in which their own millions a$
home would be our best allies.

But happily for ourselves, and for the
cause of republican freedom, of human
and national rights, there is no necessity
for any alteration of the law in question.
The law has no such effect, whether in its
terms or in its meaning,—its authors had
no such purpose or policy, as is pretended
by those whom we have of late observed:
such fierce advocates for its application,
both for punishment and for prevention.
It forbids nothing we would desire to do-
for our persecuted brother republicans of
other countries; it commands nothing to
which the most zealous of their friends
can have any reasonable objection. It is
a very good and proper lsw as it stands,
and we have no desire to see it either re-
pealed, modified, or evaded. Only—and
this is an essential proviso—only, we ssy,
we do not want to see it perverted into
applications wholly foreign alike to. its
letter and its spirit; and fo secure this

@d penalties, its heary fines and long

object 1t ts indispensable that a demecran:




fic administration be in power at Wash-

Examine it closely and fairly, and it
will be seen that all that the law, after
all, probibits, is as follows: .

During aoy war between two foreign
powers, participation in its operations
within the United States, by accepting
and ezercising within the United States
oommissions from the one power to serve
against the other (the latter being a
friendly power in relation to us); by en-
listing or engaging soldiers for the one
against the other; by fitting out armed
vessels or privateers for theservice of one
against the other, or by increasing the
force of such vessels, within our ports.
These prohibitions arc contained in the
- 18t, 2d, 3d, and 5th sections.

The 4th and Gth do not on their face
apply to an existing state of war between
‘two foreign powers, as do the others. The
4th (which was an addition in 1818 to the
act of 1794) prohibits the fitting out of
privateers by our own citizens to cruise
against our own commerce, under com-
misgions from a forein power with which
the United States should be at war; and
the 6th (which was quoted in full in the
review of “the late Cuba State Trials,” in
our April number) prokibits the fitting cut
within the United States, of military ex-
peditionsto be carried on from the United
States against the territory of a friendly
power.®

These are all the prohibitory enact-
. ments of the law, all that is material in
it to the present discussion ; and there are
three important points not to be over-
looked:

1st. That it is only in reference to the
traitorous and parricidal proceeding of
omr cwon citizens participating in fitting
out privateering adventures under foreign
COMMISSIONS against our OWn COMMErce,
that the law pretends to cxtend any con.

® Though quoted iu its exact terms in our April
rumber, it may be convenient to the reader to re-
peatithere. Itis as follows:

“ If any person shall, within the territory and ja-
risdiction of the United Btates, begin or set on foot,
orprovide or prepere the means for any military ex-
pedition or enterprize, to be carried oo from thence
againat the territory or dominioos of any forei§u
Pprince or state, or olyn.ny colony, district or people,
with whom the United States are at peace, every
person so offending aball be deemed gailty of a high
misdemeanor, and shall be ined not exceeding three
thousand dollars, and imprisonment not more than
theee years.”
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trol over the acts of our ocitizens commit-
ted elsewhere than within our own terri-
tory or jurisdiction; and in reference to
this heinous offence it Yery properly makes
highly penal the fitting out of vessels for
that purpose by our citizens whether in
foreign ports or within our jurisdiction.

2d. That with all its care to protect
our national neutrality, a8 betwecn two
foreign belligerents, it does not forbid our
citizens from engaging in the contest, from
taking part with the one against the oth-
cr, provided it is done abroad ;—it does
not cven forbid their accepting commis-
sions for that purpose, from the one against
the other, whether abroad or at home;
its prohibition is simply against the ac-
ceptance AND EXERCISE—the acceptance
and excrcise of such commissions within
our limits and jurisdiction.

And 3d, that obvious a8 was the prob-
ability that important services might be
rendered by our citizens to cither of any
forcign belligerents, by carrying to them
from owr ports all sortsof military equip-
ments, supplies, &ec., which then their
vessels or their other forces, whether near
to or remote from our shores, might so
casily reccive from us, no probibition,
against this or any similar mode of assis-
tauce being rendered b! our citizens to
the one or the other side, was attempted
in the law, though it has been several
times re-enacted, and was in 1813 care
fully and thoroughly revised.

It not unfrequently thus happens that
prohibitions, kindred to the subjeet, yet
not contained within a law for the general
regulation of that subject, serve to throw

and application of such other prohibitions
as it docs contain. The care thus observ-
ed throughout the rest of the law to leave
unimpaired the liberties of the citizen,
beyond a certain limit within which alone
its restrictions apply, warns us, when we
come to construe and apply the vague
generalities of language found in the Gth
section, against extending its prohibition
any further than is strictly peccssary;*
and, especially, makes plainly absurd any
such extension of prohibition carried
further than the spirit and meaning appar-
ent on the face of the rest of the law.
Will it be pretended that it is a_v_lola-
tion of the Gt{: gection, against “ military
expeditions” to be “ carried on from ' our

useful light upon the intended mesning
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shores, mercly to plan and prepare within
our ports for such an expedition to be or-
ganized and carried on from elsewhere
than our own territory? Surely not ; the
law does not even prohibit as many of our
citizens a8 may- think proper, from accept-
ing, within our limits, foreign commissions
to serve against a friendly power; it only
prohibits their accepting and ezercising
them within our jurisdiction. Elsewhere
they are free to do as they please.

5:, again, will it be alleged that it is a
violation of this scction to send out from
our ports, to some foreign juriediction,
any or all sorts of iaterials, armament,
equipment, munitions of war, &e., for the
organization of such'an expedition within
such foreign jurisdiction and its carrying
on from thence? Again, surely not; for
while it elsewhere forbids the fitting out
within our ports of armed vessels or pri-
vateers to cruise against a friendly povwer,
it neither probibits our citizens from so
fitting thera out in foreign ports, nor from
sending out, from our own to such foreign
ports, any or all sorts of materials, arma-
ment, equipment, munitions of war, &o.,
for that purpose.

But perhaps it will be said that this
was an oversight; and that if the reflce-
tion had cccurred to the legislative

_thought, that in this mode our citizens

could really contribute toward fitting out
such armed vessels or privateers against
a friendly power, almost as conveniently
a3 within our own ports, by taking advan-
tage of the numerous and various foreign
jurisdictions on the different islands at
short distances from our coasts, this prac-
tice, in view of the general purpose of the
probibition, would have been forbidden
as well as the actual fitting them out with-
In our ewn ports. But unfortunately for
this argument, we are able to oppose to it
the fact that the legislature was perfectly
attentive to the difference between such
fitting out in our own ports or within a
foreign jurisdiction ; because, in reference
0 the offence of such fitting out by our
own citizens against our own commerce,
(s grave offence, and a malum in se.)
the law does send its operation abroad, and
prohibits any parti¢ipation in such fitting
oat whether within our own or in foreign

porta.

5G6.

tained in the “military expedition” sec.
tion of the law, namely the words “ to de
carried on from thence,” (that is, from our
territory), it is conclusively clear that it
neither prohibits, nor means, ventares
nor desires to probibit, our citizens from
forming such expeditions elsewhere than
within our own jurisdiction ; from engag-
ing in them; from departing from our
shores for the purpose of engaging in them
abroad; or from sending-from our ports
whatever materials, armament, or equip-
ment they may think proper to send for
their use or bencfit. And it is clear too,
that this proceeds from no oversight, but
that the liberty thus left unrestricted is
one of the essential ideas of the general
policy and meaning of the law. And if
this is thus clear from the mere applica-. -
tion to this secfion of the plain analo :
derivable from the other sections of tﬁ
same law, how much more so is it, when
we give a proper attention to these preg- -
nant words just alluded to, and observe
the care with which the law 18 limited to
the case of military expeditions to e “ car-
ried on from"' our owcn shores against the
foreign-territory. This canonly mean,to -
be carried on as military expeditions from
onr shores, and necessarily involvesa pre-
vioue constitution or organization into &
military expedition within our territory.
Nothing short of that is forbidden, nor
thought nor intended to be forbidden.
Short of that, every thing is free and open
to the citizen,or to any number of our cit-
izens, acting always under responsibility
to God for motives, and to the enemy for
consequences ; and this not only actually
or accidentally, but designedly, and for
ample and excecllent reason; for the au-
thors of this law were very different men
from those who have lately attempted its
application; very different the times and
the spirit of the times.

For the birth of this law was in what-
may be termed still the revolutionary
epoch. The men of the revolution con-
ceived and created it in 1794 Tha
inemory of the revolution was yet fresh
and green. The glory of the many snd™ ¢
valuable foreign friends whose aid had so
largely contributed towsrds the achieve-
ment of our liberty and independence,
had not yvet faded into forgetfulness un~

- Even therefore without resting partic-

8tress on the significant words con- |pride of long prosperity.

der the influence of time, and the fa

One of tha
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last ideas that would have entered the
head or the heart of an American of that
day would have been that of legislating in-
to crime, conduct on the part of our own
oitizens in behalf of others, similar to that
for which our gratitude had so rccently
canonized such names as Lafayette, Kos-
ciusko, Steuben, Pulaski, and a kindred
host of minor prominence. To meddle
in the revolutionary attempts and strug-
gles of other oppressed peoples, suggest-
ed then no idea of wrong. It is cven
doubtful whether an effort to aid one suf-
fering under a tenfold worse tyranny
than we had just escaped from, would in
that day have been stigmatized as piracy,
plundering, buccancering or “ filibustier-
ing” So far were the men of that more

rimitive age of the republic, from the

Vhig commercial cniightenment of the
present better and nobler times !

And, moreover, it should not be for-
gotten that. slightly restrictive upon the
freedom of the citizen as it was in fact,
in comparison with the applications into
which some in our day would fain stretch
and pervert it, eveg this law was not
passed without the greatest difficulty,
notwithstanding all the powerful influ-
ence of Washington and his first admin-
istration; notwithstanding the iusolent
and indecent excesses of conduct on the
part of the French Minister Genet, who
came here to wage open war against Eng-
land and Spain, from our shores and
ports; and notwithstanding the compara-
tive infant feebleness of our condition at
that period, which made the inaintenance
of the strictest neutrality so important an
object of our public policy. Kven as it
was, the law was strenuously resisted by
the Republican party, and got through
the Senatc only by the casting vote.
The casual loss of the vote of Mr. Gal-
latin to the Republican party, a short
time before its passage, alone saved the
bill from rejection. Some of its sections
were severely struggled over in debate,
and were successively stricken out and
reinserted. If it had been in any degree

citizen, there is every reason for the pre-

sumption that it could not have passed
at all.

further restrictive of the liberty of the

The libertics left, alone carried |
through the unpopularity of the interfer-
ence with those that were restricted. By
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the instance of this particular law than
even in others—well settled as is the gen-
cral rule of construction in favor of liberty
—areits friends entitled to insist upon the
strictest severity asninst the government,
the widest liberality of construction in
favour of the citizen, on every occasion
that may arise for any attempted applica-
tion of its prohibitions and penalties.

No better nor fairer rule of application,
indced could be taken, than to measure
its restrictions according to the facts of the
occasion which gave rise to it, the inisehief
it was designed to remedy. It was con-
fessedly against Genet and his operations
that it was levelled ; to arrest him and to
prevent them, that it was required and
adopted. Now, what Genet did was lit-
tle short of carrying on open, public, reg-
ular war within our territory, and by
means of its shelter and resources, agaiust
powers with which we were at peace, and
with whom it was deemed highly expedi-
cnt that we should remain at peace. e
recruited men, held public rendezvous,
with flag. drwin, and trumpet, fitted
out,armed and c¢ommissioned vessels, and
regularly commissioned officers for land
operations also, who embodied, organized,
drilled and marched their men through
our territory for military enterprizes.
All this was what Genet did, and claimed
and insisted upon the right to do. And
all thig, if allowed within our territory,
was plainly incompatible with any sort of
ncutrality between the belligerents of the
occasion. Such was the evil legisluted
against; such the acts forbidden. But
at the same time that a law was passed
adequate to the occasion (at first only as
a temporary measure, afterwards left as a
permanent statute), great care was observ-
cd to make it as little restrictive as possi-
ble upon the liberties of the citizens, i
regard to acts done outside of our territory
and jurisdiction ; or in regard to acts done
within our territory and jurisdiction, yeb
not of such a public, coniplete and une-
quivocal character as to involve the gov-
crniment in reasonable and necessary res:
ponsibility for them.

Aund this ¢ responsibility” does not
mean cxactly such as attaches to an abso-
lute government for the acts of it8 subjects,
| when those acts and their objects are such
as to have been necessarily known to the

stronger right and reason, therefore, in

government, and to have admitted of pre-
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vention or interruption if it had felt dis-
posed to arrest them. Governmental res-
ponsibility is a something materially dif-
ferent under different’ forms of govern-
ment and in different countries; very dif-
ferent in France, Russia, Austria, Naples,
Spain or Cuba, from governmental respon-
sibility for the acts of the citizen in the
United States, or even of the subject in
England; in any country, in a word
where personal rights are under the pro-
tection of law paramount to any despotic
will and pleasure of the head of the gov-
crnment, and where all restrictive or penal
grocccdin 8 against the citizen can only
e pursued in the regular forms and modes
established by law, as the sacred guards
and guaranties of liberty and rights. Un-
der the despotic system, whatever is known
to or reasonably suspected by the govern-
ment, and yet not arrested, is permitted
and sanctioned ; and such government is
fairly responsible for it to all parties con-
cerned, as well as to the general opinion of
the world. In a republic the casc is
wholly different. The personal frecdom
of the citizen and immunity from vexa-
tious intermeddling of public authorities
with his private pursuits of business or
pleasure, which is the atmosphére of civil
and political existence toa republican pee-
ple, cannot be infringed upon at eaprice, on
vague suspicion, or otherwise than by due
authority of law and on good evidence. e
may be penally prosccuted for infraction
oflaw,at the saine time that the government,
whatever suspicions may have existed of
such intended infraction, could have had
o possible means of interference in ad-
vance of commission. In such a case. to
claim the right of fastening responsibility
upon the government for not having pre-
veoted an act the preliminary stages of
which were in themselves either sccret or
else, if public, ucexceptionable and intan-
gible, and which ripened suddenly into
Ulegality ouly in its consummation, when
yond the reach of interference, would
simply absurd. To complain of it
would be nothing more nor less than to
Somplain of freedom instead of despot-
Bm being the principle of the institutions
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neither sanctioned nor could have preven-
ted, would be aggression on a mere pre-
text. To be sure, it would be a pretext
easily enough magnified into a good
enough casus be/li for practical purposes,
by a powerful despotic government against
a weak and helpless republican neighbor ;
and it might fare hardly with poor Swit-
zerland, under such circumstances, with a
Louis Napoleon standing above it on the
stream, and disposed to spring at its
throat on the ground of the muddying of
the water. Still, it would be a mere pre-
text; available, perhaps. agaivst weakness:
absurd against strength; aggressive and
wrongful in either case ; and certainly lit-
tle to be dreaded, from any quarter, by
the gigantic Democratic power and ener-
gy of our glorious young country and
people.

Briefly then, to sum up the conclusions
to which we have pretty clearly arrived,
what this much and loosely talked of
“ Neutyality Law” forbids and allows,
may be thus fairly stated:

It forbids the fitting out of armed ves-
sels within our ports to cruise against & |
friendly power, or the angmentation of
the force of such; but it does no¢ forbid
the preparation and despatching to other
places, beyond our territory, of zny or all
materials for armament or equipment, to
be there so employed.

It forbids the aceeptance and ezerciss
within our territory, of commissions from
one of two belligerents to serve againsg
the other, (being a friendly power) ; but it
does mot forbid the acceptance of such
commissions within our territory, and de-
parture from our shores for the purpose
of their exercise elscwhere.

It forbids the culisting of men within our
territory for the service of one of two bel-
ligerents against the other. (being a friend-
ly power.) or the engaging of them to go
abroad for the purpose of xo enlisting ; but
it does not furﬁid any man or men from
going beyond our jurisdiction voluntsrily,
himself, for the purpose of so eulisting,
nor does it forbifau_\' rson who may be
disposed to furnish facilities for that par-
pose, from doing so to any extent thoughs

of the country in question. To attack
that country—England. or the Uwited |
Btates, for ‘instance—on the ground of
'UCh_ provocation, growing out of the acts
of individuals which the govcmmeutf

proper, whetber by paying the

and maiuteusnce of those thus 1rous
of goiug for that purpose, or by furnishing
sbi}.m or rtenmers for their conveysnce

t forbids the formstion of > military
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expeditions” within our territory, to be
“ earried on from thence” against that of
a friendly power; but (at the same time
that it do{aspzot i;xdicatg any definition to
that vague and loose expression.) it does
ot forbid our assisting in forming such
ugxpeditions” tobe “carried on” from othér
territory or jurisdiction than that of the
United States.

It does not forbid the purchase or pre-
paration, within our territory, of equip-
ments, armaments, munitions of war, &c.,
to any extent that may be thought proper,
designed to aid in the formation of such a
“military expedition” elsewhere than with-
in our own jurisdiction ; nor the despatch-
ing of such cfiects from our ports for that
purpose, with or without.a public declara-
tion of- the points of destination.

It does not forbid any contributions of
money or other resources and aids for that
purpose; nor any services rendered in
despatching abroad any kind of mate-
rials likely to be uscful in the formation
of such “military expeditions.”

It does not for{id either our citizens or
others from going a¥foad to any foreign
jurisdiction, singly or in any numbers
they may choose, there to participate in
the formation of any such expedition; nor
does it restrain the perfect liberty enjoy-
ed by any person whose sympathies may
dispose him thereto, of extending to oth-
ers, desirous of going out of the country
with snch views, every facility or as-
sistance convenient for that purpose, such
as maintenance, conveyance, &c.

None of these acts are forbidden by
the Neutrality Law, whether by its letter,
or in view of its purpose and policy.
None of these acts are such as govern-
ment in any country of even moderately
free institutions and habits, can be fairly
held responsible for, and the protection
of the governmental responsibility is all
that is meant by these Neutrality Laws,
with as little infringment as possible on
the private liberties of the citizen. For
none of these acts thus enumerated as
left free, could any foreign government,
whether the Young Nero of Austria or the
worse thin modern Tiberius of Naples, Ni-
cholas or Solouque, Antonellior Christina
(the capitalist of Flores's attempted ex-
. pedition in 1847, for the re-establishment
of monarchy in the republic of Ecuador,)
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to account, because none of their acts are
such, within our territory and jurisdiction,
as in themselves to go beyond that freedom
of trade, personal motion and disposal of
property, which our government, from the
nature of men and things, could not pos-
sibly restrain if it would, and which it
cannot be expected indeed to be particu-
larly desirous of restraining if it could.
If they should threaten us with war in
consequence of such unrestrained pro-
ceedings of. our citizens, insympathy and
concurrence with their subjects resident
as political refugees among us, it would be
wrongful, aggressive war on their part;,—in
regard to which all we need say is, in the
first place, that the danger of any such
aggression from them, on such a ground,
is infinitesimally minute;-in tho second
place, that it rather behoves them so to
govern their oppressed people as to prevent
reason or motive for such proceedings,
which will certainly never -be attempted
without strong provocation, and without
that probability of success founded only
on the known existence of a general spirit
of revolutionary discontent among their
subjects;—and in the third place, wo ! wo!
to them and their system if they should
attack us on such a pretextand in such a
quarrei! .
The law in question is then, after all,
on the whole, a good. enough law as it
stands, provided it is not perverted a.nd
stretched into applications wholly foreign
to its proper sense, by abuse of the exec-
utive power. It, in fact, prohibits nothmg
more than it was perfectly. right an
necessary to prohibit, namely, the fitting
out of armed vessels, or the formation of
organized military expeditions, embodied
as such, within the limits of the United
States; and it prohibits these because
they are acts of public war-making of a

nature to be necessarily known to the
government, to be unequivocal, tangible
and complete in themselves, and, there-
fore, such ‘as to make tbe government
fairly responsible for them;—in other

truly to compromise our “ neutrality.”
It is not that the law contcmplates the
fitting out of such armed vessel, or the
formation of such military cxpedition, 83
being an act criminal or wrong in itself
On the contrary, it might be in itself

justly or reasonably call our government

eminently meritorious and noble. Need

words, because they are such as indeed *
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we allude to Thragybulus and to Pelopi-
das, who succeeded, to Miranda and
to Mina, who failed ? Its character would

- depend on its motive, object, and circum-

stances. All that the law means is that
it shall not be done within our terri-
tory,—within the limits of jurisdiction
to which our public, governmental re-
sponsibility would attach. Beyond our
territory, beyond those limits, it neither
takes, nor from the necessity of the case
could take, cognizance of the acts of
our citizens in reference to such mili-
tary affairs, and as little, beyond those
limits, could it be reasonably held respon-
sible for them. And, of course, when
any such proceeding is in contemplation,
to be carricd into effect elsewhere than
within the scope of our laws and respon-
gibility of our government, it would be
plainly absurd to suppose that this law
does, or that any law could, restrict the
perfect right of a8 many persons as may
think proper to depart, unarmed, unor-
ganized, uncommissioned, unenlisted, from
our shores to that contemplated foreign
point, for the formation of a military
exé)edition, there to observe, see, hear,
judge and act for themselves, and to take
art in it if they so elect, free to abstain
if such should be their choice:  Equally
absurd would it be to attempt to restrict
the commercial freedom of sending to
such a foreign port any description of
property or goods, whether adapted for
the purposes of military or naval equip-
ment or not.

We therefore say to our republican
brethren of other and less happy lands:
Be not misled by the false constructions
and applications of this much misinter-
preted Neutrality Law of the United
States; and do not suppose that it either
has any such meaning, or can have any
such operation, as to prevent your friends
and brethren amoug us from rendering
you at least a great deal of valuable suc-
cor and support, in effective practical
modes, as well as such cheer as you may
draw from our sympathy and encourage-
ment.  When you find a refuge among us
from the tyranny which drives you from
your homes, we do not, as the price of
our shelter, require you to forget your
own oppressed and bleeding country, and
to hold back your hands from all exer-
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woes, and restoring or giving her that free-
dom whichis the natural right divine of men
and nations. You are free to do, here on
our soil, consecrated to freedom by a
successful revolution against a compara-
tively mild oppression, all that you may
find possible toward that end, (within
the reasonable limits above explained),
not only in combination with your breth-
ren at home, but in concert with such
fricnds as you may find on our shores,
able and willing to lend you a sympathy
more active and practical than that of '
mere sentiment and rhetoric. All the
individual aid, in money or other useful
means, which the merit of your cause, or
the force of your pleading, can elicit from
our citizens, you are free to seek and to -
receive. Qur workshops are as free to
you as to the agents of your oppressors,
for the purchase of any or all descriptions
of arms, equipments and supplies. You -
are at liberty to buy Colt’s revolvers ag -
well as your tyrants. You have the same .
right in regard to any of the thouxands -
upon thousands of vessels whose keelsvex
our waters, to buy or employ them for

the conveyance of such effects to what-
ever places of foreign jurisdiction youm
may choose as convenient for the purpo-
ees natural to your position; purposes -
whicli command our heartiest commenda-
tion and good wishes. In similar manner
may they be lawfully as well as honora-
bly employed for the conveyance of brave
and devoted men whom you may find dis~
poscd to assist you in any cause worthy of *
their sympathy, as passengers to any points
of foreign jurisdiction which you may
select for the purpose of there forming,
unmolested, your patriotic liberating ;.Lni
itary expeditions. Thisgasmeof mutualsue-
cor and support must uot be left to the des-
pots of the earth alone. While Crar and
Kaiser, King, Pope and President, mutu- -
ally render it, or stand avowedly ready to
render it to each other. against the several
subject peoples of cach and all, here, at -
least, there shall be at least some slight -
counteraction, and republicans will sa

port republicans, and the children of sue-
cessful revolution will help their brethren
in akindred cause—repaying thus, in small
part, their own debt of olden gratitude
for essential succor received” by them-
selves from abroad in the hour of their

tion for redressing her wrongs and her

own sorc need. This msy not, perhapas,
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,be wholly satisfactory to your govern-
ments, who would doubtless prefer to
extend their restrictive police power over
you to our territory as well a8 their own,
and to make our government their instru-
ment for that purpose, under the plea of
the maintenance of peace and fricndship,
and through the facilitics of the vague
language of “neutrality laws,” cte. But
their gratification is not our supreme
law,—at least it is not the supreme law
of the Democracy of this country,—and
we care little for their displeasure, or for
their unreasonable complaints. The or-
dinary and legal liberties of our citizens,
or other residents among us, shall not be
subjected to restriction within our terri-
tory, because it may be believed, or known,
that beyond the limits of our jurisdiction
and responsibility they may contemplate,
at their own hazard and on their own
conscience, procecdings calculated to aid

our revolutionary hopes and cfforts.
iet your governments do the best they
can for themselves and for each other,
with their cruisers on the sea and their
armies on the shorgsto guard their evil
power against whatever dangers may thus
menace it. The time, perhaps, is not
distant, when we shall collectively, as a
nation and 2 great power of the earth, on
sea and on land, and through the strong
voice of our government, forbid their thus
interfering in each other's support against
the republican aspirations of their re-
spective peoples. But though that time
may not, perhaps, have quite yet arrived.
at least tEey shall not intrude, with all
their insolent espionage and arbitrary
suspiciousness, upon our territory, under

- cover of perverted and misapplied laws

. of our own, to restrain the freedom of
trade, industry and locomotion of our
citizens who may desire to go forth abroad,
in private ¢apacity and on private respon-
sibility, to form under other jurisdiction
aay such organizations, military or peace-
ful, a8 they may choose to form for your
assistance and support. God help every
good and worthy cause of democratic

revolution for national liberty and inde-
~ pendence! God bless all who participate
in, befriend or aid them! The applause
of sympathizing Libprty and Democracy
be theirs, despite the habitual abuse of
tyranny and its tools. Praise and not

The Neutrality Law.

tion—shall be their meed, at least among
us; and the full benefit shall be theirs of
all the protection and rights secured to
them under a liberal administration of
our laws, an administration of them in
accordance with the general spirit of our
institutions, as with our national sen-
timent, character, origin and aspira-
tion.

Such is the language of Amcrican De-
mocracy to the Patriots of other lands;
such its spirit, feeling and will ; and har-
monious therewith must necessarily be
its action through all its agencics or
organs of cxpression, whether in the
democratic press, on the judicial bench, in
the jury box, in the halls of legislation, or
in the still higher places of administra-
tive authority.

In our April number, we cxhibited the
attempted application of this same “ Ncu-
trality Law,” by the present administra-
tion, to two specific cases of fact, the one
at New Orleans, growing out of Gen
Lopez’s ¢ Creole™ expedition to Cardcnas,
and the othier at New York, rowing out
of the attempted, but arrestcg, departure
of the ¢ Cleopatra” from that port, under
circumstances which we necd not again
restate. The facts in the former of those
cases certainly went much further, in ap-
proach to a resemblance to a violation of
the law, than in the latter. In the
former, the whole thing had been done, con-
summated; and there stood the result—
namely, the expedition which had landed
as a full-blooded military cxpedition at
Cardenas—to reflect back the light of its
testimony as to the purpose and character
of the preparations for the same which
had taken place within the United States;
whereas, in the latter casc, frustration, pre-
vention, had interposed, so that nothing had
in fact been done, beyond preparations
for acts whose imputed illegality could ex-
ist only in the contingent and uncertain fa-
ture.
three trials at New Orleans, the jury
stood eleven to one for aequittal,—that is

was no violation of this “ Neutrality
Law " in the proved and undenied facts
of that case, broad and strong as those

jfacts certainly were. Not less strong

were those of the Smith and Ogden cases
in New York, in 1806, growing out of the

.obloquy—encouragement, not persecu-

closely similar Miranda expedition to the

Nevertheless, on the last of the

to say, in favor of the position that there*

- impossible it was,

’

‘aiming, in concert with

Mt—we are; an
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‘Spanish Main; while in both those cases '

the verdict was that of acquittal

In our former article we showed how
and must always be,
for prosecuting officers to obtain conyic-
tions under this law, on those or similar
facts, from intelligent and clear-headed
juries,* limiting our attention then to the
consideration of the particular terms of
the sixth section (the section under which
the indictments were laid), rather than
directing it to the general spirit and poli-
¢y of the whole law. This latter higher
and wider field of examination was re-
served for the Yresent article. We greatly
deceive ourselves if we have not suffi-
ciently vindicated the law from the false
and narrow construction which extreme
anti-democratic bigotry of political opin-
lon and temper have attempted to give it,
and rescued it from the base uses to which
some of the fitting agents of the present
sdministration have sought to pervert it.

One only point remains, on which a few
words should be bestowed before conclu-
ding, in order to show the fair and full
aEplication, to these late Cuba cases, of
the more enlarged view of the eneral
#pirit of the Neutrality Law, which we
bave now presented ;—that is’to say, to
show that the Cuban patriot refugees,
their friends at
home, at a republican revolution for inde-
pendcnce as well as liberty, were perfectly
Justifiable in seeking such assistance ag
could be rendered them in the United
Btates ; and that, when they did 80, their
case addressed itsclf powerfully to the
sympathy of their friends in thig country,
Placing their cause on the highest ground
of merit and claims, so0 as to entitle them
to all that could be done for their succour

® Bince the date of that article the government
bu_uugzuned 2 similar defeat before a jury of
Ohlo,. in its attempt to convict Captain Robinson
of a violation of the sixth section o the Neatrality

aw, for alleged participation in preparations for
A “ Cuban expedition.” Not informed of the de-
tails of the trial, we are oot able to compare the

ts and circamstances of this case with those of
the New Orleans and New York cases. The gen-
eral result, however, was the same, namely, vir.
tual acqaittal by disagreement and discharge of
the jary. The edministration have now tested the

w before soathern, northern, and western juries.
ztonly remains for it to get up anm indictment

down east,” and when it sball bave boxed the
tompass of its zealous obsequionsness to Nr. Cal.
‘ﬂ'pn aad the Captain General, perhaps it will be
Satisfied. I it is—ang indeed, whether it is or
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and support, within the restrictions of the
law ; of the law liberally, republicanly
democratically unde a8 contradis
tinguished from the Austrian or R -
more- Webster- Whig. interpretation of it,
—expressions which are weil entitled to
a place in the next editica of Crabb’s
Synonyms.

We shall not waste words to prove the
universal desire of the Cubane—that is .
to say, the native or “ Creole” Cubans—
for emancipation from Spain and the
Spaniards.  Few letters, pablic or pri-
vate, are written from the island by the
numerous travellers who visit it, which -
do not bear this testimony. As little ei-
ther is it worth while to prove the atro-
cious character of the tyraany by which -
the island is governed, plundered and ep. -
chained. The system is avowedly a mil- .-
itary autocracy.~ Spanish colonial dom.
ination has always and everywhere been
proverbially corrupt and cruel, bloody
and extortionate ; and it seems to have
culminated or concentrated itself in Cu.
ba, the last foot-hold of ils once magni-
ficent American empire. .

The London T¥mes has within a recent
period expressed astonishment that such
a 8ystem of government could exist in the
bresent century; and even the Courer
and Enquirer of New York, (“ quid pl-
7a dicam ?") after having sent one of the
gentlemen of its editorial staff on a vist
last winter to the island, unwrote on
the Ist of December last, much of what
many papers of its stamp had been say-
ing for a couple of years past, when it
made the following pregnant admission
of the manifcst character of the Spanish
government in Cuba: “ There is, among
all the shocking evidences of tyrannical
rule which abound in Cuba, none which
so offends the eye, which grates so noise- .
somely on the ear of an American, ag -
that presented by the chaixgangs, as they
go clanking through the streets, morning
and evening, chained in pairs, under a
guard of soldiers.” o
Well, there are the poor Cubans, shat
up in a long and narrowislaud, with no
chance of escape, except in rare single in-
stances of good fortune, ik case of fsilure
in any attempt against the government ;
—with a well disciplined army of 20,000
troops, a considerable nuuber of cruisers

d 80 is the American people.

by sail and steam, and pewerful fortifica-




tions in the possession of the government;
—with such a proportion of numbers be-
tiween the troops and the people, that it
has been fairly calculated that' for every
* five grown white Creole men, there is a
P .bayonet at their breasts —with a total
destitution of fire-arms, as well a8 of fa-
miliarity with their use ;i—with a consider-

‘. able population, moreover, of “old Span-

iards” or Peninsulars, who are as ready
aa the troops to support the government,
and who are freely armed and organized
under its orders ;—with an outnumbering
population of slaves, most of whom are of
recent importation, from warlike African
tribes, and whom the government threat-
ens always to free an !
Saint Domingo on a larger scale, if the
Creoles dare to make any formidable
movement ;—with laws which prevent the
owning of even a kitchen-knife with other
than & rounded point ;—with police per-
mission required for even such an as-
sembly as a socisl dinner or an even-
_ ing danca;—with no possibility of five
- persons, not kno o be staunch friends
of Spain, meeti together twice in
suoccession without danger;—with no
possibility of travelling from one point
to another, even to go from town to coun-
try estate a few miles distant, without
police permit;—with a sleepless and sus-
picious vigilance on the part of the gov-
ernment, watching every man not known
to be safe and reliable;—with a Damo-
-oles sword known by every Cuban to hang
suspended by a hair over his head, and
with the knowledge tbat he may be at
any moment suspected by the government,
snatched away from his family, consigned
to a prison, where he may languish for an
indefinite period, without being allowed
even a word with his jailer, banished for
life from the island, despatched to Spain,
there to reside under police surveillance
atsome inland point, or handed over to the
- ‘tender mercies of the comision militar
or court martial, a tribunal once occa-
sional, now permanent and regular in
Cuba, and a court, not of zrial, but of
summary condemnatim, according to the
simple will and pleasure of the Captain-
General

In such a state of things as this, what
wonder that effective combination for in-
surrection should be impossible in Cuba,

o Aa) _,',
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arm for another

bitter as may be_the people's hatred of
their tyranny and ' tyrants?—And’ that
when the plan for rising of Lopes and his
friends, in 1848, had been frustrated by

remataro’ discovery, and he .and his.
Friends had been compelled to escape from
the island, the only way in which he could
return to raise the liberating flag was by
drawing from' the neighbouring United
States the materials for an expedition to
land in Cuba for that purpose? This is
what he did. Large amounts of money
were sent him from the island, or furnish-
ed by Cubans in the United States, tobe
so applied,—even, to some extent, the
women of Cuba, of all classes and ages,
sending him their jewelry to be converted
into arms, He found some friends in
the United States, too, who knowing
Cuba well, and knowing his noble nature
and purposes, sympathized warmly and
actively with him and his plans, and con-
tributed material aid to increase the forcs
with which he should make his landing,
resolved as he was at all' hazard to make

the attempt. Hisplan was to-send ma-
terials out of the United States, to 3
secret foreign point, at which he should
form his expedition. In all this there
was no violation, either of the letter or of
the real spirit. and meaning of the Neu-
trality Law; though nnhagypily the men
at present in power, whether from a na-
tural whig anti-democratic construction
of the law, or with conscious perversion
and abuse of its provisions, made it the
ground of a fierce opposition to all his
efforts, and cut up root and branch his
best concerted schemes. J¢ s to that op-
position, so conducted, dlegal, but wrex
sistible, tyrannical but successful, that
the fate of that nodle old soldier and po-
triot, and of his gallant companwons,
and the prolonged slavery of Cuba to
Spain, are mainly to be ascribed.

To this point we shall endeavor to do
justice on some future occasion. To enter
upon it now would be a departure from
the particular subject which it has been
our present purpose to elucidate; a pur
pose which we trust bas been fulfilled, to
the satisfaction of all our other readers,
except perhaps those few, of the Austrian
political school, whom we a8 little car,
as we could hope, on such a subjeot t0
please or to convince.

VANITY versus

Marcarer Fereer Ossort should have
been by nature a woman among men, but
bg intellect she was a man among wo’mcn.
Whether in her case the latter will pass
current as value for the former on the
great 'Change of human nature, we will
not take on us to decide; but we would
say, that, whatever chance it might have
had of such a consummation has been ma-
terially diminished by the partics who
were selected to collect, write, and edit
her memoirs. Not that anything can be
taken from intellect where it exists, but
much may be added to it which will les-
sen its value, even as a superfluity of
clothing will deform the appearance of
man, though the man is still the same, or
18 the attachment of a few weights will
drag down and sink the most buoyant
piece of cork, the cork being still the
fame, oniy that it is obscured.
. These volumes detract much from our
idea of Margaret Fuller; and we are
certain there is no admirer of her high
talents and brilliant capacities but will
feel wearied and disgusted with the over-
weening vanity, inordinate ambition, and
apricious characteristies which those
ks treasure up to her account. We
deem it anything but worthy or character-
1stic of the friendship (which the cditors
of her memoirs profess to have had for
the living), and love for the memory
of their dead « Margaret,” to parade
throughout the greater portion of two
Yolumes _her idiosyncratic weaknesses
ad egotism ; and we more object to the
exercise of the same faculties in the per-
*ons of, and as regards those editors them-
wlves. e heartily wish those volumes
®uld exchange places with their subject,
ad that she were here to defend and

Vanity versus Philosophy.
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party under considcration had

of the intention of her frielt)xedcsn”a?l:z
tli]e publls(}i:ing of the memoirs before us,
always and ever excepting Leich Hunt’;
Life of Byron and L};maﬁ-tine’g autgg;os-
gr:EIE)l}’zxcalL“fConﬂdences."

¢ “ Life” should have been wri

and edited by more mere mortal m:;nttl::.g
Messrs. Emerson, Channing, and their
friends, account themselves. ~ A readable
and worthy volame might have been far.
nished by the hands of more prictical”
and less transcendental philosophers.
They should not have intruded on the
public three-fourths of the correspon-
dence printed, very much of which is in
the style of thonght and phraseology of
those New England lights, and the only
point of which scems to be the adalation
of the writer and recciver of each letter.
Things of such small interest to the world
will be forgotten by it, and the temporary
notoriety such may gain by pablication,
will only the miore hastily and inevitsbly
drag whatever else of good there may be
mixed up with them to a more immediste
oblivion. We say all this because those
parties boast of being the friends and in-
tellectual lovers of Madame Fuller Qs
soli. But if thci were, they should have
nore regard for her character as a ¢ phi-
losopher” than for any self-glorification,
and should not have printed what, while
it only %raiscs them or herself, also ruins
her in the estimation of all common-sense
readers. For ourselves, who do not pro-
fess any such adoration, but who respect
and admire the ability while we condemn
the vain glory. and who fecl proud of her
as an Amcrican writer, while we blush to
sec how her iutellectual womanhood was

wve herself from her fricnds. Samuel
tlfem used to say that he would take
 life of any person who intended to
¥nte his; and indeed, we do not remem-
T & case in which such an act could be
Perpetrated with more justification, if the
- VoL xxx. — %o v 2

overcome in carly life by vanity. and af-
terwards by the acquaintanceship and
superficial halo of philesophy of sandry
Boston writers—we can but say, that as
we suppose the letters and journals are
authentic, they reveal Margaret Fuller:
and however disgusting their perusal may




