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be done effectively by reorganizing and increasing the navy.119 The
sooner we prepare against the contingencies which our rapid growth
and the jealousy of the European powers will bring about, the better
it will be for us." 120 But apart fron1 forwarding Sanders's letter to
the I~resident of the Swiss Confederation, Beln10nt's activities in
behal f of Young An1erica were confined to the despatch of high­
sounding den1ands to the Dutch governn1ent for the release of one
\Valter Gibson who had been ilnprisoned in Batavia on the charge of
exciting native chiefs to overthrow Dutch royal authority.121

To son1e extent Edwin de Leon, who as early as r845 had defined
the ain1S of Young America, executed son1e of its tenets in his official
capacity of diplon1atic agent in Egypt. His dealings with lVlehen1et
~c\li were high-handed,122 while his protection of An1erican ll1ission­
aries in Jaffa n1ust have been applauded by Young An1erica at home.

i\lthough the Secretary of State, l\1arcy, was not a friend of
Sanders, he was certainly son1ewhat influenced by the group to which
Sanders belonged. His circular to the effect that no foreigners be
en1ployed in diplon1atic chancelleries and advising diplon1atic agents
not to wear uni forn1s responded to a den1and of Young i\n1erica.123

l\Iarcy wrote to Buchanan that his course in dispensing with diplo­
l11atic uniforn1 had gained hin1 great popularity,124 but the An1erican
representatives in 'rurin, Paris, and \Tienna caIne out less gloriously /25
and had either to con1prol11ise with or surrender to I~uropean and
royal custon1.

\Vhen Douglas had failed of nOl11ination in r852, Young j\ll1erica
had been discouraged but not daunted. Now, however, with the
return of Sanders from his consular post, and the failure of the
group to exert any very in1portant influence on the government, there
was no longer any reason for n1aking pretenses, and Young j\n1erica
as a n10ven1ent died out. But Young An1erica, as a slogan, n1eant
son1ething long after the moven1ent, as such, was dead-its influence
was registered in the national self-consciousness.

119 A strong navy was a favorite idea with Young An1erica. See De1nocratic

Re'l'ie'uJ, July, 1852, " Our Mission-Diplon1acy and Navy".
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121 See Writings of August Bel111ont} passhn; Marcy to Belmont, Aug. 8, 1853.
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122 Edwin de Leon, Thirty Years of My Life on Three Continents (London,
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\ \?e have seen that y-'-oung l\nlerica had glorious ideals for the

future of the country, and a very anlbitious progranlnle for realizing
then1. \Tet the ideals were as vague as they were grand. \\rays and

nleans of applying the progranlnle, of extending aid to the republican
l11oveI11ents in Europe, \vere not definitely worked out, nor, apparently,
were the serious practical problenls that intervention would involve

ever squarely faced. It would not be expected, then, that such a

nl0venlent would rneet \vith any great degree of practical success.
partly because of its inherent weakness and partly because of sec­

tional opposition and that of established econonlic interests.

Thus the nlovelnent itsel f was a failure. \:et the fact that it
existed and flourished so strongly for a while is very significant.
On the one hand it shows that Young j-\rnerica's grand ideals really
expressed the feelings of I11any f\nlericans. Idealists like Enlerson

and \Y'hitI11an entertained the sanle essential ideals, though they
expressed thenl less crudely. It was probably nlore true of the
LTnited States than of the European countries that its people tended,

at that tinle, to have an exaggerated youthful faith in the glory of

their institutions. SOIne wished to gain still further glory through
territorial expansion and foreign trade. Others were especially
interested in encouraging deIllocracy abroad. How nlany of these
latter were aninlated by conlnlercial nlotives is a question. But such

people. idealists and I11aterialists alike, nlust have found their chief
aspirations expressed in the progranlnle of Young l\l11erica. On the

other hand, the fact that these already existing feelings found expres­
sion and SOI11e degree of organization and coherence in yToung

l\l11erica could not but have helped to crystallize and still further
develop then1. Thus, this nlovenlent, though it failed of practical

results, \vas significant. first. as a political gesture so vigorous as to
arouse alarnl in Europe. and. secondly, as a means of expressing and
developing a certain type of national self-consciousness.
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