





“Young America” S5

We have seen that Young America had glorious ideals for the
future of the country, and a very ambitious programme for realizing
them. Yet the ideals were as vague as they were grand. Ways and
means of applying the programme, of extending aid to the republican
movements in Europe, were not definitely worked out, nor, apparently,
were the serious practical problems that intervention would involve
ever squarely faced. It would not be expected, then, that such a
movement would meet with any great degree of practical success,
partly Decause of its inherent weakness and partly because of sec-
tional opposition and that of established economiic interests.

Thus the movement itself was a failure. Yet the fact that it
existed and flourished so strongly for a while is very significant.
On the one hand it shows that Young America’s grand ideals really
expressed the feelings of many Americans. Idealists like Emerson
and Whitman entertained the same essential ideals, though they
expressed them less crudely. It was probably more true of the
United States than of the European countries that its people tended,
at that time, to have an exaggerated youthful faith in the glory of
their institutions. Some wished to gain still further glory through
territorial expansion and foreign trade. Others were especially
interested in encouraging democracy abroad. How many of these
latter were animated by commercial motives is a question. But such
people, idealists and materialists alike, must have found their chief
aspirations expressed in the programme of Young America. On the
other hand, the fact that these already existing feelings found expres-
sion and some degree of organization and coherence in Young
America could not but have helped to crystallize and still further
develop them. Thus, this movement, though it failed of practical
results, was significant, first, as a political gesture so vigorous as to
arouse alarm in Europe, and, secondly, as a means of expressing and
developing a certain type of national self-consciousness.
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