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. COLOWEL MENRY T. TITUS, uzzi-uu
Jf.‘t. in 1867 (i) Colonal Henry Theodors 'l'itus arrived at JSand

!on;t, Ylorida, vhere lu founded the gity thnté-n to bear his name,
This event marked a significemt change in the 1ife of Colonel Titus.

Honry T. Titus was born in Tremton, New Jersey, on Februsry 13,
1822 (2). At the age ;f ltmtr-olcht. in August of 1850, Renry Titus -
achieved nation-wide notics vhen he joined th.i revolutionist Warciso
Lopez to form an expedition to help free Cubs from Spsnish control. Titus
was assigned tha zupcuibiiity of sulisting recruits in the Southern states
from a headquartars in ;!ucbmnlo. Florida,  (3)

A year later Lopes and some of his followers arrived in Cuba from
Kev Orleans on the ship Pamparo, The Pampero then ssiled to Jacksonville
to load the recruits, arms, lnd supplies. As Colone)l Titus trained his men
near Fornandina, word n..‘ received that Lopez and some of his men had been
captured and cxacutnq in Cuba. The Pamperc rushed back to Jecksonville
but was sasized by Pederal ships and men in Dunn's Lake, a tridbutary of the
St. John's River. Colonel Titus was arrested for violating the neutrality
laws of the United States. Je was later tried, but no evidence was found
of any puniahment.: k ‘ |

Follm&ng hic' releaase, Colonel Titus became & merchant fn Jacksonville,
It was during this time that Henry T. T{itus mesrried Evalina Hopkins, the

daughter cf the prominent conctal‘zdmtd Stephen Hopkine. On April 2, 1856,

the Jzcksonville Florida Republican announced that Colonel and Mrs, Titus
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,wers to l.amra tor Kansas nd stated that Coloml Titus' "adaptation by

ﬁonnee, as well a8 iy phyotul propections, for a frontier 11fe,
ur:m us in pr.auuu. for him a swceessful eareer ia that mew territory.”
" The Tituses 1.1-“ vith other mmm. 1a supperting. the pro-
lhv«y causs in huu It was net lnt htoro opon cﬂat with the
abozitioniatt ensued, -i the eatire mstion beseme inflamed over the situa-
tion. Colonel Titws' setivity ia "Bleeding Kansas" fs surrowsded vith con-
troversy. ‘Some uminr reports stated that Ti{tus was a coward, bur “rg,
Titus wrote that “,....Titus's bravery commends the admiration of every-
one——the snemy say they m sew such a meun." Colemel Titus was captured
'by the abolitionists and faced' the possidility of being executed; however,
he wvas released in a priscver emchamge. Not long after this event, peace
cane to Kansas, and in Dou.ﬁor 1856 Colenel Titus left the aveas.
The Kansas spisode is vividly reecalled in the sarly recollections
of Mary Evelina 'fitif. known to her family as Minmaie, the youigor daughter
of Henry and Evelins:
“Daddy was a Northern man and mever owned a slave i{n his
11fe, but he supoused the Souther cause and weat to Kamsas vith
a number of Southerm men, Mother weast also, sad they were ia
the thick of things there. I remember my father telling of
having John Browa's sons as prisomers and of feeling sorry for
them and letting them ride mules unbound upen their promise
not to try to escape, but the first a!;aei they got they were off.
Father was wounded by a mimnie ball, which came ’out Juet
before he died in large abecess., It was vhile he was in Kansas
his rheumatit eondition made ite first appearance, which finally

Jwes toveripple him and cause his death....." (4)
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The Waﬁdor lnffiln, as Titus was them called, 'nthorod a group of
mm Lo join the an'u- Ar-y wader the "rru“nt" of lls.mam, ‘William
ﬁnlhpr. The troopa n::tvol ia lxcltntun o !-ir-ry 4, 1!57.‘ All ascomts
1:41@12:4 that Colanal‘ritaa oh-und ne bravery ia his eommands in Nicaragua.
-'Oﬂiurcporf ‘stated that the Colemal i!n?‘nlhigg.gndlyaabout with a pistol,
fearing attack from his ewa men, s April Titus fled to San Prameisco.

Nothing 1s knows of Colomel Titws' asctivities frow late 1857 watil

the Civil War., Confederate records showed Titus wee peid for delivery of
supplies sind materiale during mest of the wer, In 1863 while captain of
the ship Charu, Colonel fituo waa captured on the Indisn River. Several
of his passengers were trying te evoid the Confederate conscript act.
What happened as a rasult of the ecapture is not kmowa. It is apparent,
however, that Colonsl Titus was a Confederate blockade-runner and that
he was familiar with the Indiam River area. .
A graphic account of ﬁ-nry and Evalina Tites' lives is found in the
record of the birthplases of their ghildrem:
 "Edvard Hopkins Titue \
Born in Savamnsh, Georgia
January 15, 183¢
Catherine Nowell Titus
Born in Jamaica, Loag Island
December 2, 1860
Mary Evelina Titue
Born in Jacksomville, Florida
April 29, 1862
Howell Titus
Born in Madison, Florida
August 11, 1865
lienry Theodors Titus, Jr.

Born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
_tugust 2, 1867



l

e ﬂfot Livtm Titwe '
o Boras in Titweville, Ylevride
ST Novesber 23, 1060

e . "Theodore ﬂhi ) ' ' T

, . Bora 1ia' Tieveville, nmu
©T T oatober 29, 1871 |
| L oo SR !
sl - Rlerre Soule Titwe ’ ~
B Boru ia Titwevills, Mm
Auguet 1‘, 1!7)" (S)

m moves from one goo;upluc area te swother hint st the ;rut adventure

%

of the Tituses. | ‘

After''the Civil Var Colomel Titus returned to his wife and family.
He was now severely afflicted with muscular rheumatisas and in order to help
his condition determined to move to a warmar climate., Perhaps he rememberad
ths Indian River vit.y its warm ¢limate and great besuty and decided to re-
turn to this vicinity to 11«. Misnie Titus related the events of 1865 to
1867: }

 “ra 1865 (I wes thres years old at the time) my fether and

-Attm and we children wade the first trip dowm frem New York

onthc_!__ngwmmthmmd&oeuuum«

runser., The tmmduntm. and wve hed um-up.

For many years at lew tide the remains of tha ship's hull

could be seen; a fow yoars age the commons wers salvaged and

now adorn tha Fort Pierce park, supposedly the cammons from a

pirate ship, but in reality the only part of the old Indian

River ever to reach dry land. They were encrusted with barnacles

and rust, but a mute reminder ;s days of yore when the South

sought to break the blockade and when the company's dream of a

forture tc be made in 'oysters and green tﬁ'i:th‘ wvas buried in the sea.

After reaching land at Fort Capron (Fort Pierce) they
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(Solousll T{tus and Judge Payme) ihxilt & cannery to can oysters,
m turtle, _O_t_g_o_to be sold ia the north, To finish vhat

might be left of father's dreem, the eamnery cewght fire sad went
wp in smoke, leaving ou: some Oems and w machinery to attest

to his vision of M-ﬁ Wty. The w comgpy they
vere insured vith Mhd also, 90 the nutm vas & tctnl. loss.

While there, vaiting for my father to become vell enough
to travel, I have a vivid recellession, though caly thres years
0ld, of seeing the Indisas driving their hogs in for us to buy.

It seems that the squaws 4id this, aad I dom't knov hov it alvays
seemed tc happen at swndown. The men would eome {n the dining
room vhile ve were eating and sit dowm on the tadle., They would
eat anything my mm gave them, dut tluiz" sannars left much to
be desired. I was very afraid of them.

Farly in 1867 wve jJourneyed wp the Mm River to Jacksonville
on the sailing vgucl. Live Yankee. lbqrslm on beds of green pal-
netto fans covered with bdlamkets and under mosquito dars. Father
left the femily in Nev York and returmed to m«. The eold of
the north vas not good for his rhewsstism; the varmth sad sumshine
of Florida attracted him. JNeo was a great sufferer by thea ....c..0

My mother owmed & trast of land ot whet vas then Sand Point,
nov Titusville, Father eomceived the ides of foundisg & town aad
opetiing that part of the esestry. . Inm yours (early 1869) the
r;nily Joined him. Ve m 20 lask of,’ um fervo m-w

 friends in Hev York vho came to spemd the vimters and to hunt and

fish as well as enjoy the .oclimate. Lord and lady Pa.rxtr,‘fr'qh

" Engldnd were smong .tl;:'.“ﬁ.;terl."\ (6).

< o i 0



% (¢l point Colonel Titus' 1ife changed. He was determined to

W14 & 4ty Of significance in & lend he ceme o love. There is some
indioation that he mu his land with ea "iros band"; however, he vas
alvays the first to fight for the improvement smd the betterment of his

mm Titus' nooumlou sontaia un-m of some of the aceom-
plishments of her father, Oolomel Titws:

“Father established & 'mule teem' to eonnest Titwsville
with the. 8¢t. Jahnrilihuhmthﬂu
mocitotowmmhuhhm This vas a
great help... Ne also mm1~c s mai) mtc vhich was
miodoam T™he rewte by saildoat from Deytoma to
Jupiter vas hnml onee & veek,

He had a mashine to make shingles sad also sll kinds of fancy
canss, sups and sauoers, sad epkins rings owt of native wood,
Ligvum Vitas, ofsb wood, palmetto, smd blask mangrove vere among
the woods used. |

Daddy gave esployment %0 mmny in slearing out the land snd
laying cut the town bduildings. He wvas almr of M&; 'rit-\"'illo
still has vide streets waieh he beswtified vith shede trees and
shrubs, bdringing io hibdisews amd other plamts." (T)

In 1670 the Titus Houss wvas sompleted. It was "...built in vhat
nay be called the tropieal style-—a large maim duilding with $wo lomg
wings, all one story high, forming three sides of a square neatly laid
out in & garden, and vith the rooms opéuing off the wide versndas 1ike a
rov of houses in a ¢ity bleck. The tadble at omce convinces the Qut

that he .ig in a tropical regiom, the meats being principally oysters, gl‘c.
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f1en izt 5 steaks, otg:, Vith many strange and familiar fruits ead
©  vegetab2il an1 tropteal, and fresh....." (8)- '
‘ghe’#itus House beoame the “hub of sosial aetivity” for the Ini:
River aréa. If the unm room 414 not appeal, Titus' smple saloon vould.
Ginlt' cane from mum of miles %0 webﬁo th fine liquars, hlpor‘ttd
wines, ml “ales. m ulocn was evém MM vith & dilliard table.
Colonel Titus entertained msny pn-inm people at the Titus House.
One guest, vho' stayed i the Titws Towse in 1073, later vrote of the
Colonel:
"noeium'm reveges of illmess, we could écuzxy
note that he hed besa & mam of vonderful propertions and splendid
appearance. As h related seme incidents of adventurous eereers,

" his dark eyes flashed, and Shis, sssoeiated vith & cholse seles-
tion of vituperstive adjectives, disclosed vhat manner of man he
mist have been. During our stay of several deys the natives
vhispered mystericusly that the General's (sic) daily habit in-
cluded several hours of sitting on his veranda with a loaded rifle
across his lap waiting to locate one or more of his local enemies, .
vho might carelessly invade the territory eovered dy tfso reange of
his gun. Ve found Mim a fime o0ld mt).ua, however, interesting
and hospitable; and, morecver, the brand of his 1iquor drove awvay
the remembrance of our lomg discredited swpply." (9)

A somevhat differest plotwre of Colomel Titws' persomality and
appearance !s found i{n the words of his deughter, Mimnie:
"Ha vas very handsome amd commending im sppearsmes, with dark
brown eyes 'and hair, standiag well over si:: foot in height and

weliliing two hundred and fifty pomdn.w very graceful and




L aanrk-cMen either heted or leved him; many hated him without
X ta'iscse, He suffered dut 4id met sowplain. Me would sey, 'God
| havo . mercy on Wy ml.f Nie eharecter “m vae sush that
he-carried om daily ... vhem lesser mes would have given up." (10)
In 2873 the neme of the Post: Office ves &w to mmﬁno.;
Clark Rioe gives this account of the changing of the name from Send Point:
"He (cipzaia Rict) and a Mr. Titus that came about the same time wanted

fodutha-:plmnm. 50 they agreed that the vinner at a game of
dominces should have the name, Rieeville if Rice wom, and Titusville if
Titus von. The result we kaov, for Titusville it 1s." (11)

Colonel Titus worked d{ligemtly to have the Comnty Seat located in
Titusville. Kis dresm was realized on Octoder 7, 1879, vhen & vote vas
taken to relocats the con'ty Beat. The voting totals were: for Eau Callie,
35; for Rockledge, 39; and for Titwsville, 135.

Titusville grev end prospered wader the lesdership of Colonel Titus,

In 1880 there were sppreximstely $wo hundred people living im the town.
Titus made many improvemeats in the streets and lendsecape. Ne vas constant
in the defense of his town. . |

On August 3, 1881, Colomel Titws wrote in the Florids Dispateh,
"Titusville is the ...grend eenter of all trade emd will so comtinue to be, .
No slanderocus article from aay irresponsible persom vill change or alter
its deatiny. Her motto s 'to live sad let live.' "

Four days later Colomel Neary T. Titus died. These vords sppeared
in the Titusville Star, "Died at his residence in this place on Sunday
morning, August Tth, Colonel Henry Titus, after prolonged illness,” The
Titus heritage lives oa.,in the eity. vhich bears his name. (12)
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where is no hﬁn&tin sseomnt of Colomel Titus' arrival at

rwe Smd Poht; m. the eminent hiltorhu L. C. cmrm and

«¥N. T, Cash, as nn as several other hhtoriuu. cpocltr that

. Titus founded m:umm in 1867, Mary Titus Mnecy's recollec-

» N,tiona amort

(2)

(3)

(%)

()

(6)
(1)
(8)

(9)
(10)

(1)

(12)

From & memorial windov given by Evalina Titus to St. Gabriel's

- Rpiscopal Chureh, Titusville.

T.aa indebted to Alfred Jackson Hanna and Xathryn Abbey Hanna's
Florida's Oglden Sands for auch of the historioal information
about Colonel Titus' 1ife.

Farly resclleetions of Mery (Minnie) Titus Ensey, younger
daughter of Golomel Titws, as told te her deughter, Fedors
Insey Orey.

Geneclogy of Colomel and Mrs. Titus' ehildren cempiled by
Recollections of Mimmie Titus

Recollections of Mimaie Titws Busey

George M. Barbour, mnm?mmb Invalide, spd

Bettlers, 1882,

George B. Christien, My lost Millioms, 1926,

Recollections of Minnie Titus Ensey

Anne Pearl Leomard Newman, Stories of Early Life Along
Boautiful }_x_t_(!_i_gg River, 1953.

Much of the information about Colonel Titus was“ secured from

the Titusvilla Star-Adwvocate.
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