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SOUU'S APPOINTllENT AND JOURNEY TO MADRID. 

Shortly a1'ter Frankl1n Pleroe beoame Preeldent. fi

erre Soulo (a Benat.or trOlll Lou181ana &1, the t.1mo) ... appoln~ 

.4 Mlni.ter 1,0 Spaln. Tbe former, 1n h18 lnaugural addr•••• 

ha4 deolarad that· hls .ould be a pol1cy 01' territorial expan
1 

aion, ud. U. aonth preoed1ng h18 ele~t1on¡ Buchanan had "rito

'en hl. atroqgly adv181ng tbe acqu181tlon of Cuba,2 lnt~a1,lQg 

\ha\ tbe -cholo. 01' 8u11,able m1n1.tera 1.0 8pa1n, Naples, Bng

1_4 and franoe _ould be exoeadlngly 1mportant 11 8uch a atep 

••re oontemplated·.3 In vlew oC the8e t~ota. the app01ntment 

ot Plena Soula 88emB 1.0 leave no doilbt as 1.0 the lntellded polloy 

01 the admln18tratlon In regard 1.0 Cuba tor, as Senator. Soule 

u4 expre888d h1s approval 01 Cuban annexatlon. 4 Indeed BUch 

.aa the aentlllent tbroughout tohe oountry. Tba .lave-holdera de

[. .1re4 \he annexat.lon ot the 1s1and becau8e they saVl ln har a 

potentlal alave state or several 01' thew¡ the aoamere1al lnter

••ta of the .hole country ahared that aent1ment beoau8e our 

trade wlth CUba _a8 hamperad by med1eval eustoms regulatolons, 

and • _081. obvloU8 11l-will on the part oC the prov1nolal 

otrl01al8 too_ar4a the AnBlo-Amer1eana. Thla attltude _aa u~ 

he14 by the Sppn1sh goverpmant &1. home wh1ch, enoouraged prob

ably by a 8enae oC Brlt18h support, presentad an unconol11

atory front 1.0 our demanda for redross. 

1. abodes, Hlst. u. S., vol. 1, p. 385. 
2. Curtls, L1fe o! iluchanan, vol. 11. p. 72. 
3. lb14• J P•. 73. 
4. Ap. Oong. Globe, 32nd. an4 3rd. Se88., p.llB. 
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l' la not hard to discover the reaaon tor this b1tter 

aDlualty. 'lhe yoke of Spaln lay heavy upon the ahouldera ot 

t.b. Cubana, .ho ln their perennial strugglea tor personal treedom, 

~4 \he bearty sympathy ot tbe cltlzens ot th8 Unlted State••

8,.. ot 'Lhe llore adventurous ef the 1atter undar the 1eaderahip 

.f euoh N"dent Cuban eympat.hlzere as !'opa and Crlt tenden, .ere 

wl11lng to atake thelr 1lvea in the battle tor Cuban 11berty. 

TJ:¡Q. ln August. 1851, 1m expeditlon ot flve hundred men 1e4 by 

LO,.••et sal1 troa New Orleana, deatlnad ter Cuba. Havlng 

lan4e4. they expeoted tlle na1.1ves to rlsa en masse egalnet thelr 

oppre8.0ra. D18app01nted ln thls, tbay were deteated and made 

pr180ners. Lopea 1&a8 garroted 801. Havana August 16, and a fetl 

ot hle oomrades .ere ahot. The othere were s8ntenoed 1.0 penal 

••rvl1.ude but were u1tlmate1y pardoned. Th18 aotlon on the 

part 01 Spain was 1.he oause of great resentwent ln the Unlted 

81,ates.5 

ThoUgh Preeldent Taylor, lnhls proolamatlon of 18496 

~4 4enounced thes8 tl11bu8terlng expedltlona ln no uncertaln 

teras, warning Amerloan partlclpante that how8ver dlre thelr 

ex\remlt18a as a. result ol thelr lnterference In ~uban affaire, 

'hey mlght expect no ald tr01l1 tllolr govern.ment, and Flllmore'1 

bAd leBued a s1ml18or proo1amation ln 1851,. the Spanlsh and Eu

ropeans ln general be1leved, or affeoted to believe that theee ' 

expeditlons were 1nstlgated by the Unlted Statea Goverruaent 

5. House Exec. Doc. No. 2, 32nd. Cong., 1st. Sess., pp. 3-4. 
6. Rlohardson, Messu.ges and Papera of tlle Presidents, vol. V, p.7.
7. Ibid., p. 111. 



w1t.h th. end ot aoqu1r1ng '-iuba. The United States, too, had 

not 10Pg before recogn1zed tbe independence of Spa1n's rebe111

oue oolonle., and, abetted by Eng1and, had prevented har !rom 

reooverlng them wlth the ald ot other European nat10na. 'l'he 

Plorida controversy hAd not tended to amellorate Span1sh-Amerl

oan n1a1.10ns. 

", Theae then were some o! the causes o! a strong, "-01

al an~081ty, oonstaatly emblttered anew by abort1ve, Bternly 

panl.he4 f111buster1ng exped1t1ons, and !rlctlon between our 

aaerobant.s engased ln the Cuban trade and tila customs off1c1al• 

• 1th llbom they oame in cont.~~ 

Preaident pOlk, 1n 1848, had endeavol·ed to settle -the 

,,""er by purchaa1ng the lslapd, but was met wl th a proud re

taeal. 8 Before thls the Unlted Stat8B had been content tbat. 

8paln ehould retain Cuba and Uaroy, 9 in 1153, pro!essed the aame 

sentt.ent, yet p011t1oal and eoonoroic influenoes after Polk1e 

orter .8em to have oaused the government to desire the anne~ 

,tlon.� or at. leaat the independence o! the l'earl of the Ant1llas. 

T~. in 1852, when Franoe and Great Br1taln proposad that th18 

oountry ehould JOin w1th the~ 1n a tr1part1te convont1on, guar

ant.eeing 1.0 Spa1n the possess10n o! ~uba and d1savowing any 1n

t.ent1on of aoqulr1ng tbe 1sland. tbe proposit1on was reJeoted 

by Everett, tho Secretary o! State. who, tbough disclaila1ng any 

presentde81re on our part oC tuklng ovar Cuba, lnt1mated that 

auoh m1ght be our po11cy in certaln contlngen01es.10 

8. HOuse Exec. Doo. No. 121, 32nd. Gor~., 1st. Seas., p.ti8
9. HOQse Exec. Doo. No. 93, 33rd. Cong., 2nd. Sess., p.3.
10. Wharton, Intel"'llat1onul Law D1gest, vol. 1, p. 562. 



Though there W&S a atrong annexatlon feellng ln the 

Unl\ed states tor dlvorsa reasons, tbere were dltterences 01 

oplnlon as to tbe manner of aoquls1tlon. Should we selz8 

~ba 11 Spaln refuaed to Bell or cede the ls1and, or should we, 

llav1n8 alded the natlvas to galn tllelr lndependence, proceed aa 

iD t.he Gase 01 Texaa? To somo the mere 1ndependence ot Cuba 
f 

f.t' 
"~ .� ... ·aooept,ab1e. On tbe other han4, Spaln Ielt that lt 

-ou14 be d18honorable, a sh&illetul surrender, to se11 har oo10ny 

aDd equally out 01 the questlon to grant lta lndependence. Be

814a. ther8 was reason to belleve that sba was under promlss to 

Gnat Drltaln an4 Franoa not to part wlth the ls1an4.1l In

4a.4·, 1t "as auggeate4 that a 11&1" would not be undeslrable \0 

Spaln lr &8 a result of lt abe mlgbt part wlth ber ·whlte ele

,.,. ,..-nte -ln a l8&IUler oonsonant \'11th her Bense 01 bonor. 

Alarmlng rumors were abroad throughout the Unlted 

8\&tes an4 oreated the greatest alarlll. (!ulte naturally ln the 

11ave-holdlng South. .kather than sea Cuba pass lnto the 

&ands ot the Unlted statea, Spaln, abetted by Great Brltaln. 

, _ou14 render sucha consullUllatlon undealrable by flood1ng the 
'::' , 

;~'	 leland wlth new1y lmported negroes and free1ng the slo.ves .1

ready th8re • The Atrlcanlzatlon of Cuba and tile emanolpa
•'.!� 

tlon 01 her s1aves were rogarded as a menaoe to the lnstltu

t10n 01 81avery ln thls oountry and to the safety 01 the rul

lng rae•• LOrd palmerston was so.1d to have declared tbat 1f 

t.he negro populü.tlon 01 Cuba. \Vere r·endered :free that fact would 

'oreate a 1Il0st pOVJox'1'ul element oí' rao1atancs to uny sollame for 

r 

11. Rouse Exeo. Doo. No. 93, 2nd. Sess., 33rd. Cong., p.75. 
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~ umexlng Cuba to the unlted statea Yíhere a1avery exlata.· 
:,iJ 

Suoh then was the atüte of affalra ln 1853 When Soule 

_ appolnted Mlnlater to Spa1n, the ehle! purpoae of h1s mls

.lon belng, apparently, tl~ acqulsltlon of Cuba. Tbat Soule's 

a.pPolnt.ment was met wlth dlsapproval abroad la putt1ng 1t m11d

lY~· '!'he nati J.i1n1ster had ln open Senate doolarad that tho 140~ 

a11ty of tbe aotlons o! the f1l1bustera, Crlttendan and Lopaz, 

... wortby of the pra1se !raely accordad to Lafayette and Kool-

v.skG. He lIIa8 oppoaed to the plan of purohaslllB Cuba as ot

tenslve to the prlde of Spanlards and Cubana allke. Cubana 

.ere sure to obta1n thelr lndependenoe oventuülly, and wo should 

.yaepathlze wlth them, because the 1nde'pend~nce Q! the lBl~ 

woul4 be as deslrable as alUlCucatlon. He ~as opposed to un-

Just a81zure, but, ·when the t1we oomeS na1tller the surges ot" 
.~ 

the 8ea, nor her forts, nor her CaIUlon. nor her garrotes, norL
f . 

.,:1 '\he adlota of her Gallanos wll1 sava bar trolA our Ul1ghty graap.·13 
;¡ .. 

SGob were the sentl111enta of tbe DeVJ 1Il1nlster. The IILondon 
.~ 

Tlme.- oall()d hls appolntment an extr~ordlnary oholoe and be

lleved 1\ would have been no Burprlse of tha Spwllsh govern

.ent absolutely refused to hold relütlons wlth one \..ho extolled 

nballlon agalnst Spe.1n, dlplomat10 precedenta belng Wdple to 

warrant such a oourse.14 The Spün1sh gove~ent exparlenoed 

lI10h alUloyanoe at h1s appo1ntment, wld 1ta organ. ln &1 oare!ul

1y preparad artlo1e, contended U¡at Soule ought not to be re

oelved.15 Bes1des, ho bad reaeon to bel10ve tlmt b1s reJect

12. Ap. Cong. Globe, 2nd. and 3rd. Sess., 32n4. Cong., p.llB.
13. Ibld. 
14. Rhodes, Hlst. u. S., Vol. 1, pp. 394-395. 
15. Ibld. 
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ion ha4 been urge4 upon the Span1sh court by the French ambas8

aAor Turgot, by the mother of the Empress Eugen1a, 111te ot Na

polaoA 111, and by the Austr1an and Uex1can m1n1sters as well, 

'& tla\\er1ng and dangerous coa11t1on ot enem1as sure1y.16 

Aa ir these pub110 utteranoes 1n regard to Cuba had 

noí been enough to mar tha suceasa ot 111s da11cate m1ss10n to a 

prou4, sens1tive, and already susv1e10uB nat10n. Soule on h1s 

.ay to Europa tactlassly rece1ved a del)utat10n 01 Cuban ax1las 

to who. he made a speoeh, assur1ng thell1 that when aman became 

• ain1ater he 41d not cease to be an Amer10an c1t1zen, and as 

euoh he had a r1aht to carry "Jherever he went the throbb 111gs 

ot that peopla that speak ou·t, sueh treJQ~ndous truths to tbe' 

\yrants ot tba old cont1nent.17 

In add1t1on to h1s undes1rablenesB at Madr1d becaus8 

ot his utterances on the Cuban quest10n 1n the Un1ted Stat8s 

S.nata and eslewhere, Soule Vlaa to be hwapored by personal en~ 

1I1t.1e. and preJud1ces. For 1natance, tho vel·Y lI1an w1tu lIIhom ha 

DJ8t carry on nogot1at1ona, the Span1s11 Seoretary of State Oal

4eron was an 8D8lI1Y of long atandlllg \'J1 th \,¡hol4 Soule had (IUar

rallad when the fomel" \IJas Splln1sh IUn1stor at \'Hio8h1ngton. l8 

Qn'h1a way to h1s post at ll~dr1d, says J.W.Foater, 19 11e 1ncu~ 

red the deep-seated hOst1l1ty 01' Lou1s-llapoleon, then very 1n

fluentlal 1n Span1sh afta1rs. l~ was not parm1tted to tarry 

, in France, but 'Jas requlrod to pass througb 1ta torr1tory under 

surve1llanca. lwwever,~a1llardet, a Ol08~ fr1end of Suulste 

4.preoates the notlon that Napoleoh cllOl·1abad u. grudgo aga1nat 

16. Rouse Exeo. Doo. No. 93, 33rd. Cong., 2nd. Sess., p.2l.
17, Harper's Magaz1ne, october, 1853, p.692.
18. Rho4ea, H1st. u. S., Vol. 11, p. 15. 
19. J. W. Foater, A Century of Amer1can D1plomacy. p. 342. 
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8oU1•• an4 deeoribes suoh a belle! on the latter'. part a8 on. 

ot tbe 4elu8ions 1.0 whlch genlus lB o!ten helr. He exp1a1ns 

~t a8 bav1ng baen caused by the deep preJud1ce, of Soule agalnst 

Ilapoleon, whlch was ewb1ttered by an Unhappy lnterv1ew ln IIhlch 

tbe Baperor dlsplayed a pltl!ul lack of tact, not oooas10ned by 

apl\e, but by pure lack of 1deas. 20 

Though tbe Unlted States Govarnment oould not rorese. 

the personal entangleMenta Wld anlmoa1t1es ln whlch 1ts neVJ m1n

~Bt.~ _a8 800n to be lnvolved, 1t ~as at least·~cqua••ted wtth 

~1~ prou4. 1ntractuble, and lmpuls1vo cllaracter, and aware or 

.uf. 1Iould be the probable sent1ll1ent ln spiú:n tDward an avowe4 

a4vooate or the ultlmata annexatlon or Cuba by the Unlted Statee, 

an4 ano opeo 8ytl1pathlzer wl th tho rovolutlanlsts 01' tbat ls1and. 

erad1t1n3 tIla goVel'tUllont w1th thla l.ill111L1UIll of lmowledga. Soule' s 

.ppolntmant, 1n vlO\v of tho stralned relutlona between Spaln 

and thls oountry, was an axtremely lnJudlclous one, or lr 1t 

wae duly oonslderad and dellberate tho government wust have 

..ant to rorce 3pa1n to oell or oede us Cuba or at laast to 

~ant har lnctependence.21 If we cons1der tha pro~lse of terr

itorlal expanslon 1n flaroe's lnaugural address, and hls adv~ 

oaoy later of armad protest agalnat Spaln's aot10n ln the Black 

l&lTlor afralr, we Gre oonstralned to thlnk that lf natlonal 

eentlment, after Soule's al)polntlllent, had not been dlvlded over 

t.h. Kansas-Nebraska measure, Plerco and bls cotarla would have 

aoqulred Cuba by oonquoBt. Antl-slavery sentl111ent prevented 

80.� Ga11lardet, L'Ar1stoorat1e en Awarlque p.316.
21.� Representatlve Glddlrags S8,ld ln the unlted Statos House ot� 

Representat1vos at the tl~e:-~It was well understood by &11� 
lntelllgent men that a. wl111dtal' to 1.110 COUl·t. otO lJadrld was� 
seleoted tor the very purpose 01' obt.a1n1~ Cuba by purchase� 
or o! lnvolvlng our natlon ln a war to open tIla \l/ay tor Ita� 
oonquest.- Ap. Cong. Globa, 33rd. Cang., 2nd. Ses~. p.32.� 

I 
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\bi8 oon8UJ1U1latlon whloh the Presldent, backed by the slave

hOlder. and Northern oomwerclal lnterests, would otherwlse haya 

brought about. Soulels mlss1on, than, would have terroinated 

wlth dlgnlty, wlth laurels parl~pD, had tbe war proved glorloua, 

and annexatlon a boon. But F'ate ruled otherw1se, and in view 

ot the uncertaln pOllcy \'dllch \,as to be p1rsued by the American 

Govarnment, l/e must agree \'Jl tb those of the contemporarles who 

dubbed tbe ohoice lnauspiclous, for Soule only plunged the natlon 

lnto-trouble w1thout belng able to persuade hls goverIW1ent to 

tollow a oourS8 vtllich mlght, at least, have tended to~ard tbe 

~terlal wel!are and permanont peace of the Un1ted States. 
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Havlng thus de8crlbad the untavorable c1rcumstanc8S 
, .',;,' .,~ ..� 

. ,� 

IIhlch: at1.ended tlle n&W JJlnlster l s appo1ntment, and Journay to 

hi8 post, let UB pass to a cons1deratlon ot b1s recept10n aft 
i , 

.~

:# . court and h1s carear thoroaftor. 
., 
,; 
¡ SODle time betore tllo date, Bet tor hls preaentatlon 

a~ oourt, SouIe prepured hls offlc1al uddress to tha (ueen, and 

aooordlng to cuotOlil sont u. draft of lt to tha l:l1nlstar ol Stata 
.t 
':.~ 

.. ter his oonsldero.tlon. It \-¡as a vory lJlthY.S~8ecll,~on'a.1A.;'~ 

.•11ghtly valled protests agalnst Fronch and Eng11sh lntarterence 
.; 

in 6panlsh-.1\mer1can relut10ns, and doprocat1ng S!w.n1sh alarm as 

to allegad Amer10un deslgns upor! Cuba. It also lntlmated tbat 

80ule would expeot the treatment duo to h1s rank as Illln1atGr ot 

a great nat10n. 

Wlth t.he pIea that the (~uoel1ls de11c-..ta oondltlon 

_o\\ld ronder the treaf.¡,u~nt ol such vielghty matteI'S, ln llar an
,.,~"
:4 ...r, extremaly burdonnoma, and that certuln remarks 11l1ght be 

ooft8\rUed &8 a d1spfLragEUl1ent 01' SplUUIS al11es, tbe Hlnlster ol 

81,&1.a, who w1th the reat ol tho Cablnet bad do11verated long 

upon the aubJect, very courtoously requested Soula to om1t thsse 

retar.ncas to controvers1al mattora. Havlng, ln compllance 

_1th th1s request, completely OIJlusculated 1118 addras6, Soule 

waa presentad t.o tIlo ':luoen, und dollvel'od u upeoclí of oI-nate 

bana~1tles to whlcll 8he responded l)ollteIy 1n k1nd.1 The queon 

aan1testad toward 111m "ma.rked attallt10n and courtesyli, and 

J. HQUse Exec. Uoo. No. 90, 33rd. Cong., 2nd. Sess., pp.12.13,l4.� 



rl.14 ..aures U8 tha~ the most amloable relatlona obtalned be

' ..en them tbroughout Soule's soJourn at Madr14.2 

The ne. m1nlster solvad th8 problem whlch had 80 

8S1'ated BUchanan, by appear1ng at court att1red 1n rlob1y 

embr014ered black velvet clothes. W1th a blaok ohapeau under 

l~	 1118 arm and a black dress sword at h1s slde, the m1n1ster, 

wl1,h bis blaokeyea, pala oomplexlon , and rayen looke thus 

atrlklngly aooentuated, resemblad rather the Master of Rav

ena Wo04 than BenJwnln Franlt11n Vihoso court costwae he had 

&dOp~ed.3 

,1 'In h1s ln1tle.l letter 4 1,0 Soule, July 23, 1853, the 

Sooretary of State Maroy declared tllat notb1ng would be done 

1,0 41sturb the preaent connoct1on of Cuba ~1th Spa1n unless 

the character of that conneotlon should be so ohanged as to 

¡,� att8c~ our present securlty. The Un1tod States VJould res1st 

_1, every hazard the transference of Cuba 1,0 any European natlon, 

and regret to aee Spa1n ca11 In tha a1d of another nat10n and 

ma1n1,aln har rule thero. Soule ~ias 1nstructed to a11ay the 

8usp101on that tha Unlted Stataa des1red the annaxat10n ot Cuba 

regarcUess ot Spa.n1sh rlgbts, and had or would t?ncourase t111

buater1ng by Ita c1tlzena. Marcy etated that undar certaln 

oond1t10ns, ~he Unlted Statas mlght be wl111ng to purobase Cuba, 

bUt thought that ow1ng to prom1sos mude to Great Br1ta1n and 

Franoe, and tor other reasona, tila aaparat10n ot Cuba. from Spa1n 

.ould be a work of vl01ence. It w1l1 be seen thut Maroy d1d 

not hold long to1bls jud101ous op1nlon, b~t afterward he1d 

e. 11e14, Uemorles of Many Men aJld Soma Woman, p. 79. 
3. Ib1d•• p.66. 

. .~ 
4. HOuse Exeo. Doc. No. 93, 33rd~ Cong., 2nd. Sess_, p.3 • 

" .¡ 
..~ 



UDaOlously t.o tbe idea t.hat the iBland mlgbt be purohased. The 

let.t.er fUrther lnformed Soule thut the Pres1dent, as t1l1n~8 

atood, llIou14 not aut.horlze hll1 to D18ke any offer 1,0 purchaae 

.. th18 .ould be ueless, and probably attended w1t11 1njur10u8 

_ffeot.a. lntormat1on W&S des1red t\8 t.o any arrangement wb10h mlgbt 

bava beeQ mada 81th Great Brltaln and Franee tor the mulntenanoe or 

8pa1n'e rule ln Cuba, and as t.o bow far they, or elther 1D1ght be 

a4vocatlng a change In the 1nternal oond1tlonB of the lsland, 

partlcularly 1n r8gard 1,0 the llaves, or tb.e present labor aY8t811. 

tbe d8s1rabll1ty 1.0 the Unlted statea of Cuban lndependenca was 

"� ••pbaalzed. Suoh an arrangement would be consonant wlth Spaln'8 

bonor, and benef101al 1.0 har oommerclally. At no dlatwlt perlod, 

CUba would rolease harBol!, or be releaaed wlyhow. Soule wae 

t.o1d 1,0 favor tilla vlew, but 1.0 be carel'ul not 1,0 arouee auspl

olon 01 s1nlster deslen on the part ot ULe Unlted Statea upon 

Cuba. '1'0 brlng about Cuban lndependence, the Unlted 5tates would 
.', 

f� be w1l11ng 1,0 contrlbute soruethlng uore oubstantlal than thelr 

good-w11l. Thls some1,blng could not be 81)6c1fled untl1 11. W&S more 

41stlnotly unders1,ood what would be requlred on th81r part 1,0 SO

cure t.hls oonsUJI1IQatlon. '!'here bad beon, ao yet, no redress by the/ 

8pani.h Governmen1, 01 1njuries 1,0 AlJ1erloan OODUileroe and elt1zens, 

lnflloted by 5pan18h ott1016l8 1n Cuba. Soula wo.a 1,0 remen

8Wat., and 1.0 persuade tho llome COV6nlment to Cra.nt 1.0 the 

. ~	 Oaptaln-Genaral 01 Bai& certa1n powers of r8dreas 1n order 1,ho.t 

coaplalnts mlght not meet w1th the delay, and cOllsetluent lrl"l

't.atlon wh1ch reCOUl'Se 1.0 d16to.nt l.ladrld 1nvolved. 'ro do aVJay 

w~th certa1n legal h1ndrancea to COli11iLoroe betVJeúll the 1,\'10 ooun

'1 
.~ .' 
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~Ie•••aroy polnted out t.he advlaabll1t.1 ol negot.lat.1Q8 a 00'"� 

.1'01&1 t.reatoy wbich would redound 1,0 the pro,perit.y ot both 

oounlrle. an4 inaure wutual go04 reellng. 

on Hovember 10, 1853, Soule addressed his .8oond let-

He represented tbe 5pan18h m1nistry as apt to 

f&11 &t. any moment. HoW8ver, sucb an event could 001, be con

.~~e4 as a oalamlty tor the United 5tates as the weak and tlm�

14 mlnds of ~eS8 officials untltted them 1,0 carry on proporly� 

~ lmportant negot1atlona pendlng between thelr oountry alld� 

hle. The Seoretary of 5tat8, Calderon, was ll1-1nellned 1,0� 

'favor any pol1cy whlch would bring about closer rele.tlone wlth 

the un1ted 8t3tes. Therefore he was opposed to the plan for 

a Qommerola1 treaty propos6d by llurey, und 1,0 any alterat10n or 

\he l$tions be1.wean our oonsul at Havana. and the Captain-Gen

eral ot Cuba. A crls1s in tha government was iDlpending, and 

all was in oontuslon. The Cortes l/as about 1,0 me et and noaa 

-1sl1t te8s wllat. the 140rnlng miBht brulg fortb. 

It. WAS but eeven days after the drawlng up of th18� 

letter tbat tbare oocurred the unfortunate due16 whlch rendar

84 more tense an already stralned situation. As has been� 

.tated, Soule had reason 1,0 believe that 111s reooptlon had� 

b.en opposed by t.be ¡"renoh lJllnlater Turgot, and by the Counte88� 

ot UQntlJo. Empress tugenle's mother. Turgot. an aristocrat, 

an4 a royallst, publioly arreoted towar4 Soule, 1110 p1ebelan and 

npub110an oompatr1ot, a contelJlptuous attttude, sluugglng bis 

8hou14ers when they chanced 1,0 maet and eubJeot1ng h1w 1,0 a thousan4 

6.� Tbe Atot.ache at Madr1d, p.112, ch. XVII.� 
'1814, Menaorles 01' llany r~;en und SOliJe ',Jomen, p.80.� 
Rho4e8, H1st. U. S., vol. 11, p. 13.� 
Gal11ardet, LIArlstooratle en 1.Jllol'i(j,ue, p .32.� 

5.� House Exeo. 000. No. 93, 2nd. Seas •• 33rd. Oong., p.15. 



petty 81ighta. Now Soule IJas not the W8.Il to brook sueh 

\reataent long. Hls senso of honor was most doliente, and 

his OOuragO impeccable. A thoroughbred man Of the world, 

an4 a del1ghttul companlon, yet hls dlsvosltlon waa extremely 

~l~able. His p~eJudlc1es and enmltloa were as deep

aeate4 as his aympatldes wero ardent and generous. 

HOwever he endurad thla atudled insolence .lth 8U~ 

pr181ng patlenee untll an lnsultlng rernark, conoern1ng 111s Vllre, 

aad, by the Duke or Alva, llapoleon' s brothor-1n-law. at a re

oeptlon g1ven by Turgot, provlded an excellent occaslon for set

. -t.llng acoounta wlth tbe superclll10ua ¡'~renoh ambassador. 

A fleroe but bloodlesB duel botweon the mlnlster's son, Novilla, 

and the otfondlng Duke ~an 8ucceeded by another between Soule 

As the lnsult had been protfered 

in the latter' s house, he \.0,8 hold acoountable by the f1ery 

touls1anlan Vlho bellevod the sllght to h~ve been de~~b8rately 

planned by Louls-Napoleon7, and assorted that ruMor had lt that 

the lnBult1ng rel4urk hud f7ítl/Bt prooeoded from Turgot' 8 11ps. 8 

Alva, howavar, had prOfessed entlre Ignorance of Ura. Soule's 

identlty at the time of hl0 unt'ortunate utteranoe,9 and an 0Y8

wltne88 corroboratas hia statomont.10 Ba that as lt may, Tur

got 1Ia8 forced to flght, and in the meeting wblcl1 ocourred. ha 

was cr~ppled tor lite. 

7. aál11ardet, L'Arlstoorat1e en Amorlque, p.~2. 
8. 'lhe At't.aohe In Madl·ld, V. 125. 
9. lbid., p. 123.� 
lO.Ibid., p. 121.� 



Tbe result of tbls rencontre was to turther laolat. 

the Allerlcan mln1ster and to bw.opor h1m Ir paaceful negoltao

f,ione were contemplated. An attAabe of the Germu.n legatlon 

at \be time, Informa UB tbat atter the dual, the Dlplomatlc 

Corpa, ln thelr anxlety to avold Soule, arrlved at a oertain 

court funot10n an !lour earll8I" than the appolnted tlme.ll 

Soule. hlasalf, ln a 1etter 12 w.rltten slx days arter the dual, 

48aorlbed hls posltlon as axceading1y delloate, not oruy be

cause o! the preJudlce agalnBt AmerlcanD In general, but be

oause of tbe unaaslnes3 VJhlch 1118 preaouce in EU1~o1Je, at that 

Junotlon, s.emed to glve tha 1I1"renoh r:wtocrat ll whe be1ng a11 

po.erfUl o.t Uadrld had tI"1ed to out short SOLlle' s oounlethere 

tbrough h1s al4bas~ador Turgot, -a valn anJ overbearlng liwn of or

41nary abll1ty.- The Cortes bad ll1et and been d18s01ved by 

the Queen who had beon dlspleased w1th tha dlsposlt1on shown 

;. . by the Senate to res1st the goverruaent's anarob1oa1 tendencles. 
¡ 

1, 

Tha Cab1net wlahad to reslgn, but Ule Queen had retused to per

mlt suoh actlon. There was tallt. ot dethronlng tlle prosent 

lIonaroh In favor of the Princesu er the Astur1as, on tha 

grounds that the oh11d to VJhich thu forUl8r \~a.s about to glve 

blrtb was 11laglt1mate. othera spoko of expel11ng the whole 

4ynaaty. ConfUs1on, d1aordor, and anacchy preva11ed ln every 

branoh of tha goverruaent. 

In the Department of ¡;'ore1gn Affa1re, the Unltad 

State8 were cordlally ha.tad. l<'l'ance and lireat Br1ta1n had 

11. The Attache 1n Madr1d. p. 142. 
12. Housa Exeo. 000. Ho. 93, 33:r·d. 00116., ~nd. tiG86_, p. 16 • 
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.008.484 In 118klng us odlou8 to 5paln. Indead, U18 lntlu

euoe ot \bese natlons was 80 gre~t tbat tbe government never 

aoved In any que8tlon oonoernlnc forelgrl affalra ~ltbout oon

.ultlng 81ther 01 thellh France had tbo Uppel" band, and v.as 

as l1uOh opposed as England to Cuba' s becollllng ours, and wou1d 

,. our anel3Y &1 long u she relllalned lUlder tbe 8way 01' the 

aun 11110 now holda the rod over he1" •• CAlr 1enlty had ln

dQoed Spaln to thlnk tba Unlted statea le88 strong than they 

rea11y Viere. 

Pezuela had reoently be~nlppolntüd Oaptaln-General 

.f Ouba• Soule regarded tbls oholoe as evldence of a datar

• 1D&tl~~\~; ..~# ,,:tAe pr;Lrt 01" 5paln, to ha8t~n la1éJ.ttel'"a ln CulJa. to� 
,";:'; ~'... . ... i.- "� 

a 4eolaiv, orieis, t'or 1.he neVl governor \Vas vlo1ontly preJu

41084 agalnet the ·Yankees,M and a man of great stubborness.� 

TboUSh already unl tlng ln h1s person tlLe authox'l ty ot' Captaln�

General, and g~lllDlander of naval foroee, be bad lnalsted on be�

1118 granted full dlocre'~p,p.to arras t. all Amerlcana _ not ex�

oeptlng the oonsul, ir there should ooour a 8econd eXpedltlon� 
, 

of ~e LOpez varlety. In the event of \"ar betweon ¡Joxlco 

an4 the Unlted Status, he VJas ~rantad tIla authorlty to ald the 

former 1n any way deell1ed ex,pedlent and l'ropel·. '¿h1s 1ütter 

,bit ot 1ntormatlon 886138 l'ather extravu.~ont. Spa1n would 

hard1y hava glven to the Governor of Cuba tlle prlvl1ega o! 4e

olaring \'lar, tor that 16 \'lhut th1a aUPIJOsed Ci..rte blunohe 

.ould hava 8.lllounted to. 

As rolodas remal"ka 13very justly 1i pe~oeful rolatlons 

13. Rhodes, H1at. u. ~. vol. ir. p. lG 



were oontemp1ate4, 50u18 ahou14 hava been removed troa th~t 

oountry upon the rece1pt oí th1s 1etter. 11. showed just how 

1apo881ble the 81tuatlon \lías. An en8DlY of the li'renoh w~n1ster 

ot P'orelgn Affaire, aa-has beon aald, and ot the al'llbassador of 

tbe all-powerful Frenen Emparor a8 well, Soule was 1n no posl

\lon to further the 1ntorests of hls o~n oountry throUgh peace

tul DleaJUl. 

Froll1 tbe Span1sh Cab1net, our 1I11n1ster met W1 tíl un

abated oppoo1tion. Tbus, when he ~a1n approaclled Calderon On 
, tbe 8ubJect ot grant1ng an extenslon of pOW81' 1.0 our consu1s 

at Havana in order that they 1I11g¡lt rwgotlate directly ~1 tb. th. 

O~pta1n-aeneral, the Span1al~ Secreta.ry ¡JI'oved o1wsolf 1nt"le.1bly 

obdurate. Tl~ propos1t1on 1.0 fac111tate cowmerc1al re1atlona 

by m88D8 ot a treaty met w1th the sümS fate. In turn, 

our envoy 1nformed Ca1deron that h1e govornment wou1d unbond

lngly combat any and every IU'rangEWlallt by wblch Sl'o.1n, v.lth 

Franoa, or Spa1n, w1tll Eng1and, or VJ1th thelll both, 81'1ou1d at

tampt 1.0 render Cuba in tho a11chteat dogres an 1nju¡wy or a 

~er to un. 'l'hough tho Spaniu.rd V¡as ev1dont1y lmpres~ad 

by th1s, Soule waa porsuadod that durlllg 111s 1ncuulboncy nothlng 

oould be hoped for by 1.118 Un1tad states 1'roll1 Spa1n -by w/¡J,y al 

DSsot1at1ons. u 14 
\ 

F1nd1ng the JJllnlstol· adwaant, Sou1e now scught to ad

vanee the 1ntoroste 01" ola country by cultlvatlng tIlo fl'lendsh1p 

01 tile C:ueen and the f.2ueen-DovJugex'. After 1.110 lntervlo\'oi \'~1 th 

Calderon, juat dOlJcribod, Uoulo v1s1t.ad t11e ~~uoun-lJlothtU'. 'l'b1a 

lady 11stened to h1s remarko COl1COl'üll1g S;ptl.nlah-A1lloricLll rela

14. House Exec. Doo. No. 93. 331'd. COlig., 2nd. Seas., lJ.23 
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tlona and Cuba wlth the most tlatterlng attentlon, 41sp1aylng a 

manner ot apprec1atlng and cons1derlng these matters altogether 

41fterent trom that oC the Cablnet and the rest of the govern

lng party generally. 15 

Soul.'s next dlspatch descr1bed a state of c11aot10 

41sor4er. remarkable even 1n nlnteentb oentary 8paln. 'lhe 

Oab1net was not supported by any polltloal party, but malntaln

e4 lta.lf by a pollcy of terrorlzatlon. Arbltrary exlle and 

t-prlaonaent were the punls1~ent8 meted out to 01t1zens by a 

apltetul and fearfUl goverllJJlent for petty or lmaglned offenoes 

asalnat 1tsel~. 1'he praua was gagge4, and the BWlk 01 San 

Fernando was deaC 1.0 governmental a~peQl for loans. Isaballa 

ba4 al,ready ··'f$88tell. bar lnooll16 fOl' the currant year. and tho us

uren ot Madrld 'Mere obdurate. 'l'he prloa oC t'ood bad doubled 

and the poor of the oapltal v.ora red at tila publlc oharge. Ru

aor hwl 1t t11at an bbsolute Illomu~chy \'las 1Jlanned. SUch l'an

demonium was favorable to rebell10n 1n 0uba and tbus opportune 

tor the Unltad ~tates. Indaed, tL 8eeluad unllkely tlw.t th1s 

event would be deferred lato!' than al-'l"lll{~. To be ablo 1.0 

taka advantage oC suoh an aU6}Jlc1oua OlJl¡Ol"tun.lty, tl1e A1!101-1oan 

1111nlstor should be prov1ded VJith the 1Jropex' a.utllo1'1zut1on wld 

lnstroot1ons. 

In splta of tho pl'6val11ng ooní'us1on, ~oule aucoeeded 

ln persuadlng Caldo~"on to cor161dvl' oul'taln cla1m6 01' Un1ted 

states elt1~enB pending in ka.d.r1d. ',l.'hooc t.Ul'ú tho l'of:>ul ts of 

abuses ~nd 1njul'leG 01' var10us l1utUL"Ol>. 

15. HOUB8 Exec. Doc. No. 93, 33l'd. CÚll{:... 2nd. :3esE.. p. 24. 



Mea ..arohed or reckl88sly t1red upon Vihile 1n Spa.nlab liater8. 

~rloan cltlzena hAve been arbltrarily lMprlsoned. lAW8 re

pealed wlthout proper warn1ng had occAa1oned serlous 10sse8 to 

AIlerioan merohanta. The resultlng negotlatlona were charaoter 

lat10. The Amerloan mlnlster ola1wlng 1ndemnlty ror lnjury 

\0 tbe oama.roe of bis nation, and reparat10n ror lnsulta to 

1'.� flag, .h1le Calderon lelsurely, 8Uav~ly, deniad the truth 

01 the taota presentad, or 1nterpretad tbe~ ln a ~anner favor

able to h18 own government.16 The monotonous exohange ot 

not.e., 1noidant to thl0 oontrovarsy, 1Il1ght bave proceaded in

4.tln1taly ba4 not an event auporvenod bosldos wb1ch all pre

yiQua aatters of dispute ~ero duarfed, al1d by raason of ~h1oh 

Soule was enabled to adopt ~D\vard Caldoron un attltude ot re

0I"1Il1nat1on, aooth1ng doubtle88 to h18 long-aurferlng prlda. 

TIlla new oonw-ovorsy 17 'Itas known as the Blaok VJarr10r 

Af'talr, ao-oalled af'ter cm Amerloan l4oro!lant st8W1ler the Blaok 

"arrior about v¡h1o}} 1Jla storm gathered. Th1s veasel pllad 

bet"een Uobl1o and !~o\v York. and stopped at U.avuna tor 1'a888n

sera \and 1lUL11 only, novar d1Bcharg1ng or reoolvlng a cargo 

there 1Jlougb. usually beur1llB ono deBtlnod tor au AMarloun port. 

Contra.ry to Cuban POI't rogulutlons, though aooordlJ16 to 0011

et,ant an known usage, 1t wa.s tho oustom to olear the Black 

Warrlor -in balla.st" tlle day bafore hel" arrlval. ~'h18 pro

16.� Rouse Exao. Doc. Ho. 93, Soss., 33rd. Co~. 
Oaldoron to Soule, p.27. 

M 1I ". p.28.�
SoUle to Caldoron, p.2~.
 

17.� vd. lbld. 
liaroy tu Soule, p.3D. 

• 11 u ,~.32. 



oedUre h&4 b••n w1nked at by off101ala _ho bad nevar requlre4. 

J:aeretofore. a detalled lIlanlfest 01 the .!l1p·. oargo though .he 

ba4 .&de th1rty-e1x voyages under s1m11ar cond1tlons. 11011

ever on tbe 28th. of Jo'ebruary, 1854, be1ng bound to New York 

troll.Nobl1e.• , Whe lIias stoppell".ln tha harbor of Havana by order 
o,," _. , 

ot tbe exchaquer tor an ~11eged v101atlon of tbe port regula

tlone. HAv1ng aaoertalned that the reason for thls detent10n 

.aa tbe fa1lure to deolare tlle cargo dest1nad for New York, the 

agent offered to rectlfy the man1fest ~lUlln the time legally 

provlded tor. Though he lMas ~ot1ng wlthln bis r1gbts, the 

prlv1lege waa denied 111m by tlle co11ector. 

Too 8g61lt w~a8 now nut1tle<.t that tlle oargo tUA.d been 

ael.84, and tbe oaptaln flned ln accordunce wlth the local Qua..,. 

t0l18 la••• Tho f1ne 1mposed and tbe vQlue of the ourgo 8e1zad 

aaounted to .1x thousand, W),d one hundred thou8wu.1 dollure re

apeotlvely. AV})8a.l, by the Awerioun consul to tha Ca~ta1n-

General, proved frultlesa. 

by a foroe otO laborera, proceoded to the vessel \';lth 11gbters. 

T~ oaptaln bülrJg ordol'eu to dlaolUU'ge !lIs ClU'eO ¡'et"used t'lat

ly to oOJüply. 'l'horeupon tho l~toheD y.ore torced opon by arder 

Of the Ipunlsh ot'tic1ll.l, and 1118 JUan lJogun to rOlUove tllO CU1~~O 

'l'he oavtil.in thon ln:.lJ1od1ately lowered h1s 

GOlDre and abandonad tlle black tarx'lor to tbe Spau1sh a.utl~or1-

folos. 

At tho newo 01' th1D OCCU1"1'OnCO, th01'6 ".as consIderable 

Ind1gnutlon in o1't"101ul 01l:'CllH) üt ~.üshl~tcn. Litircy' s lettor 

to Soule. \'Jr1tten tIla day aftel' he lOLlrnad oí tbo lncldent sesma 



18 to haV8 bIen w.r1tten under stress oC muoh exoltement ond anger.

A .,ssase 19wae 88nt by the Presldent 1,0 the Uouae of Represent

ativas March 15th, statlnu that lndewnlty tor lnJu¡y 1,0 Amerl

oan oitlmens had been demanded of Spaln. Pieroe urged that 

Oongress shOU1~ provlda ln Duoh a lI1UJU1er tluat lr toe pendlng 

negot1atlons should tull, he mlght be In a posltlon 11,0 lnsure 

the observanoo oC our Just rlg11ta, 1,0 obtaln redrasa rOl' ln

Jur1es reoelved, and 1,0 vlndloate tbe honOl' 01' our rla8. 11 

liowever, the Northern represontt.\tlvee in COllgl'eSfJ as ~"e11 as 

thelr oonatltuenta wex'O ln gener~l too Bro~tly exero1sed over 

1,he Kansa.,-l;obraeka. leglalutlon 1,0 be oonQernud wuch OVal' 8uoh 

oontroversles VJlth Spaln over Cuban u.rf~lrB, w111\1l! lllUght leud 

'0 was and annoxutlon, elt1601' ol \;l1loh Wuu dlotuatet'ul 1,0 tbem. 

tb. tormer beoause thoy dld 001, oonslder theue lIlUttors the1r 

quarrel. 9r ut least of a auerlo1ently grlevQuo nuture; tlw 
.,-, 'lt _,� •••. ~ ~ . 

¡atter beoe.uae 11, meant ne\V' alo.ve tel"l"l tOl>y • 

. ,-' ~,; .t.f:\ilon wau thuu oont'lnod in genar~l to the 
& _. __ o • 

alv.very 1ntereota vJuose tioIlgel' und olu.mor for VJI;U' \'Jere nu.tuX'o.l.. 

lyo spurred on by the1r l0lll51ng fOl' Cuba Wld lJerlluIH) 1,0 by a 

8ympathy tor t11e nelgl1bel'1ng vUbU.llU. (;oJlgl"esB, thorofol'e, 

\ho\lBh resoundi1~ "1 th angry o¡)eeche~, rorJalnEJd 1nuotlvo. 

en !Jaral! 11th, UtU'oy Wl'ota 201,0 Soulo, fOl"\'JurdulG the 

n."u ot the Blaolt Vlarrlor eoizul'O, The outrage v-¡ould, ha 

thougbt oauce deep 1ndlgnat1on thl'OUglwut tbe oountl"Y. 11, \'Jta.8 

deecr1bed &;la tbo ¡¡¡out flUijl'¿:mt 01' tbo nUI~lOI'OU6 unredro6sod 

le.� 1l0US6 Exea. lJoo, No. 93, 2nd. Goas., 33I'd. Cúng., l.1IU'cy to 
Soule, }.>,30. 

19.� Ib1d., IJUl'OY te :Joule, 1) .32. 
20.� Ibid., p.30. 



WTong., perpe\rated by Spa1n upvn the Unlted states. uaroy 

.os quite sure that naither the govarlWlant nor the people of 

thls oountry lJould sUftel" the delay conaequent upon a dllatory 

and protraoted negotlütlon. 

By Marob 17th, the Secretary aent more defln1to ln

8txuotionsS1 to our m1nlatal", tbu Illutter havlng been fully de

bated by the Fresldent uud b1u oubinat. Sou1e WB.O told to 

present tbe stroll3 faatures oC the oase wlthout dlscu8s1ng lt, 

, < an4 W&8 dlrected to dewund thl"ae hundl'od tbousund dollars as 

lndelnn1ty for the owners oí' the Black ~Jarr1or. 'l'ha fresldent 

hoped, too, that Her Oatho11c i':a.Jesty '\'Jould vls1t wlth har 

dlspleasure the Cuban ot'1'lci.alb 'tillo llbVEol pórpEltl'<'lted the \¡l"Ong.· 

-Neltbel~ the vlews ot· tbiJB govenlll1ent·, r.Jarcy ¡·epeuteu, ti nOr 

the 88ntlmants ot' the country wlll vI'ook any avus10n or delay 

on the part of llar Catholl0 1..aJesty in u case ot' auoh flagrant 

wrollg.· Soule wa6 to get aü ebrly a reply us pruotiou,ble to 

b18 demande A opeolul lüessengeI' was eent Vii th tlle dePlJutch to 

l,{adrld Nld Y.as to wal t a l'et\sonable tlL!6 t'or the Slluniah govern...· 

l1en" la ane\'.er. A Vf;l'Y rey¡ days, Mt\l'cy lJelieved, \Jould. be suf.. 

flo1ent 1'01' tbut J)urpose. 

H1stol"ians, in glvülg an acoount ot' th16 e..!t'alr, usu

ally ODllt the latol' I'art of tilla document, w1l1oh BeelJIB at leaal, 

to soma extent to extenuate Sou1e l s e.ttitude in tila letter of 

Aprl1 11th in \'¡ü1ch 1.0 1l:i uuuo.ll~ ho1d to htwo eX<HJBded b1s ln

stxuot1ol'lo. Hoto th1s;- "It 16 eAf'octod thnt Slaün \'4111 be 

pl'cpax'ed \'Vhen yon bhull 1,I'Osollt tl.e dLi;;C~nd, to ul)!.r1:30 th1s 

21. llouae gxeo. l)oc. Ho. 93, 2n\1. Uoua., 33rd P Gong P' }> .32. 



80vernment of theoours8 ahe lntends to puraue ln thls matt.r¡ 

and tbat ooure. w1ll be e1thor a dlsavowal o! the aota of her 

ortlo1als ln Ouba, and an 1~mGd1ato tender oC satlsCaotlon or. 

tha 6.88umptlon o! the reapons1bl11ty of UIJhold1ng thell' oon

duot,' 11, waa te be 6sBumed that Spaln was acqua1nted 0.1

rea4y w1th the lacta. prompt r6dreGs ~ould be requ1red as 

evidenoe of a des11'a to mo.1ntu'1n fr1end1y relbtlons Vl1 th tilo 

Unlted statorJ. 

The massonger arr1ved wlth thla eeoond commun1oatlon 

on the 7th. of Apr1l, tbroa days after Soule's racelpt oC the 

prior one. OUr lI11n1131,ol" 1mrJed1utely 80Ueht u.n lnterv1eVl w1 th 

Calderon. 1I1a recluoat. \.au gL'n.ntud und en tho 8th 01' AI)r1l, he 

recounted "the hlstory 01' tho ino1dun·t, at lungth to the Spunlall 

seoreta,ry.22 'l.'his done, he let't \.i1th Co.1dol'ol1 u note 23 in 

Whlob wae lnt11l1ated tbe f'l'esldent ID hOl)O fOl' l'rompt ln.doun1fl

oatlon, and for the !J\1n1aiuaont. of tho CUb¡;;¡'h off101als 1nvolvod. 

Tbree days passad, and tba ~pnn1ah lal111utCl' \.11.\0 st111 unhaux'd froll. 

The ·Spanlards, thoUUh rarely 1n haf3t~ \'iOl'e lílore ptu"donabla 1n thle 

lnst.anoe. as 1,he day follo\wll~ tIla delA(\nd WiUB Sunday, u 

4ay" ot lDuoh 801emnlty tila \'iorld over. On tha nejet day baGan 

the oelebratlon oí Holy wJeel~, dUl"lng \/b1011 9uured saauon, 1t 

la no1, usual 1.0 1,ranaact any bua1noaa ut all in tllut couutry. 

Sou~. howaver was coní1dent of thd BUVtl01't Wld Wal'llk~ purfíose 

of bls governD1ent and of b16 oOlJlpatrlots. So ha eager1y 

ee1zed upon the f'raa1dent' s lntilüatlCill thut he Ox¡,cctad fI'01l1 
\

8paln ·an .1w4edlute tenuor ol a¡-.lotlaJi.~ot1ou,It and a dlsavowal 

22,'HoUBe Exec. Doc. No. 93, 2nd. Ses.;; •• 331'd. Co~., p.6a. 
!l3. Ib1d •• Soulo to Cu.lilll:C·041, ~.69. 



or '\!le aot. of har ott101a18, allenoe belng regarded &8 an aa

luaptlon ot ~e8ponB1b111t.y. Such sent1l1lent.s could not havo 

been lnserted In h1s lnatructlo~a tor nau3ht • He had been 
.~ ,� 

lnat.ruoted 1,0 present tha strong faatures of the oase. Wlt.h 

tbese oongenlal lnJunct10na 1n ~lnd, though he had been dlrect

.4 not 1,0 dlscU8S tho ouaa, hu for~ardod u oecond strongar and 

aore peremptory note on Aprl1 11th. Soula bara epec1fled 

tJ1at all ott101. conoerned 1n tlle Blaek Warr.~~ outrage must 
'. 

.~. :. 

be removed trolA Her MaJeaty' a serv1co, and demandad an lndol11-' 

nlt.y ot three llundred thousand dollara. Fallure 1,0 aocede t.o 

th8S8 requls1tlono would be ragardod by tha Un1ted Statea as 

.vid.noe 01 u. dlspos1t1on on tha ~pan1sh govarrul1ent's part to 

uphold tha 8.01,1011 ot 11, s oftlc.tals. 24. TIla Secratary of·the 

Legatlon who do11vdred th1s l1l~o6ütle, than poln~ou dramat10ally 

.~,;~:M~qt.lfk wh10h marked twelvo, lntl14utll\1 that ln two 4ayo 

at'tbat very bour 1,0 the J111nuta a responae 'Vould bo expeoted. 25 

Buoll a letter could not bu ignorad evon dur1ng Holy 

Oalderon had, or affaotad 1,0 haVlJ, a1raady wrltten a 

l"eply 1,0 Soule' s note of 1,h9 8th b~fore reca1V1rlti that oi 'tbe 

lltb. It 26 WBS now torwarded to ~he Amerlowl m1n1atar late 

in tbe evetl11ltl of tIla 11tb. '1'üo tolloVJ1ng day, another note 27 

.as reoalvad, 1n tl1a oOlllpoa1t1011 oí' \~h1ch tba othar .J11n1~tara 

are tbought 1,0 hava oollaborated. 2ti, 
Tu@ flrat el tllasa 1uttero, an answex" to Soulo's de

iaanda o! tlle 8tb, p1eaded 1,11a1.. hiOl'O tble VJEt.a neOtWOtLI"Y bot'ore Q, 

24.� Uouse Bxeo. l>oc. 110. 93, 2'l1d. Seae., 33rd. Cong. Soule 1,0
Calderon J p. r/O • 

25.� Ib1d. Cald~l"On to Uoul~ I JI. 'l:~. 
26.� lb1d. 11 11 11 J 1)' 71. 
27.� lbid. 11 11 11 ,p. 72. 
28.� Londan 'l'1meu, A1Jl"11 17th., ql1uted 1{JllJdt:H3 1 H1at. V.B. vol.lI. 

p.20. 



oomple~. ap4 authentlo lnveatlg~tion Of tha affAir in queetion 

oould be aade. ¡~re8pondins S9to this note, Soule refueed to 

ada1t ~at the 8panlah 80vel~ent was stlll w1thout oftlo1al 

data oonoernlng tb~ 8eizure o! Ule Blaok ~arrlor, and reiter

ated b18 demanda ot tbe 11th. 

Calderones seoond letter dated tha 12th. was reoelved 

by Soule in the morn1ns of tbe 13th. Wrltten, lt 1& said, at 

\he dlotatlon ot the 8panlsh Socretary's oolleagues who torced 

b1m to 81gn lt, thls mlss1ve has a herol0 ring. Though lt 

prom18ed that tha alleged outra¿e would be duly oonslderad when 

tull intoJ:1natlon "as reoelved, 1t lntlnuatod that 1t was not \11thln 

reason to expect a doololo1'1 ...hen only one party to tha dlslJuta 

bad boen heard trom. It W.lO sUg¡~~:3tad tbat Soule's lmperious 

demanda were based on un lncomprehens1ble deslre to exalte an 

••trangement, if not a qual",t'el. between t ..o frle4dly powers, 

,ather than on an lnterast ln obta1nlng redress tor pretended 

inJuries e 111e Unlted Statee Government ~as tD w~lt unti1 an 

lntel11gent and Just deo1810n oould be reaohed. Otherwlue 

the op.lnlon of tlla o1-.¡111zad ~orld would decide \4b088 at t1 tuda 

was Just. FurtharW01'e, tha govarnment ol Har l1ajesty wa. 

Joalous, 0.180, of bar deooruUl, and not accusto14ed to tha llar8h 

an4 l11parlou8 mannar in VJhlch tbia damand lw.d been made, e. man

nar whloh was not tbe most adequata for obat1nlng the deslred 

..loable 88ttlement. 

It le progabla Lhat bis a1nt11ng rabuke \'las made 

.1th a senal of 3rltlsh and l"rouoll SUPlJort, and 1n oonSEH11lenoe 



ot a ausseatlon by tho 141n1etero ol th08e nat1ono that Goulo 

had probably exceeded h1s lnetruotlons ln b1s.1etter oí tIle 

11th. 30 lIowever, 1t lo a100 aSllortod that those by whol4 

thle note was lnd1ted thou¿ht th~t Soule upon raoelv1l1G 11, 

would aak tor h1a pasaporte 31 ~ar was aor1ously oons1derad 

in Madrid, and 1t la c1tad as a a1neular vhenOl4anon that tor 

once al1 part10s seeUled to be as onfl 1n tho OUppOl·t 01' tha 

Oovernment's att1tude. 32 In the uvent of war, there was 11tt1e 

hopa of Oube.'a eaoap1ng from tho olutohos ot tna Amer1oana, 

but tho is1and wou1d be atoutly defonded and w1~n 1ta oapture 

was oeen to bo 1nev1tabla the S1UV8B would be fI'eed tCl f'1gh't 

tbe 1nvaders. Pr1vo.toora 110cnBed by SlJa1n ",'.ouId devb.tt1.tl.tü 

Amerlcan oommerce. 33 

On tho 13th, llilil\ed1ntoly after hav1ng rece1vad Cal

doran' s oOhu4un1cat1on of tho 12th, Soulo fI.ddJ:'asGed a response, 34 

in wh1ch ho repellad the lnslnuutlon th.at h1s govenlLiont \J8S 

aotuated by uny otber mot1vo thUll tha.t ot' seoklng JUBt10e 1n 

llak1ng 1te peremptory deumnd. ~uoh (1,11 1nnuondo \~as 111 vel'y 

bad taste on tilo pUl't of El. nat10n 'o.hose at'ch1vee were leudad 

\Vltll reolamat1ons teurlng on Cr1ovo.noea, f110Dt flagl'l\ut J \/111011 

had never boon earnostly attended 1,0. 

1118 the hope that llar r~aJesty's government would come 1,0 more 

conol1latory resolves b~rore 1t ~a8 too late. lIls reply to 

Iho<les. Host. U.a., vol. 11. Il.20.� 
London T1mes, Alll'11 20th, quotod fUlouas l 111L1t. U.S. vol.a,p.S1.�
The Attache ln ~adr1d, p.262.� 
Madrid cOI'resl)' London '¡'lmes I A}il'11 2lüt. alld ¡.1uy 10th.� 
Olayton' 8 npeech 111 l,;'8nato, lJey ~211d.
 
Quoted Rl1Ddea. H1st. U.S. vol. 11. p.33.� 
lIouae Exec. 1)00. Uo. 93, 2nu. SOSL\., 331'd. Goug., p. 74.� 
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'ht repeate4 p10a \bAt there waa A 1aok 01' authorltatlve data 

remalnecl the Bame. Calderonls anower JIU reghrde4 ae evldeno. 

ot a 4etermlnatlon not to oomp1y w1tb the demande 01' the Unlted 

Bt,at••• 

Soule now t\ddressed to Mal"oy a despatob, 3bdated Aprl1 

13th, In whlch be regretted hin t~11ul't~ to obtuin a "prompt and 

aatlsfactory resu1t 1.0 b1s dOltumdo,tl but tl"uoted that h1s couro. 

"ould Dleet w1th the approval of tbe goverrul&ent. 

The Span1sh gov~rIllUent, hav1ne adoptad 00 bold Wl at

t.ltude, l".ow felt tila neoeBslty oí s1.rengthenlng 1ta posltl0n. 

'l'berefol"o. w1th tila idea doubtloaa 01' ga1nlng England I S sup

port. a deor~e v¡as proolalwed \;hlch doolarad tba governoll1t11 1 s 

put'po'sa 'o! putting u dafiHito etol) 1.0 tho Bl~ve	 tl'ude, and 01' 

::s6more ef'feot1vely l"eL"Ulat1r~ tl¡(: aluves 1n Cuba. ¡,. reln

toroement of Blx thousand 801dlo1'e \,U3 eont to the luland 37. 

Anolent Spa1n had throVln dOlim heI" gb.untlet 1.0 1.he YOUhg l"alJub

110 ot' the New VJorld. lt relili;l,UH;)d to be seeh v..hothel" thG 

1atter in reta11e.tlon t'OI" t.llo ondlas6 1nsulta and lnjuI'les 

heaped upon bOl' by Gpaln ,¡ould rise 1n hcu' might, und cI'ushlng 

ber weaker thoUgh coutOLll-'tUOUl;> antagon1st, V~l'vst fl'úW he~.. , 

Cuba, t1J.e aouree ot ú.ll tilia controV~Jl·sy; "1' tanuo1l1ualy 

ollng1ng 1.0 a polloy ol ¡..eb,ce, ~ould cont111ue llar t'¡ruitleas 

negot1at1onll t'or tha lJUl'ohaso oi' tha 1alo.nd, and clulliox' va,1n

ly and ondleasly rox· 1~ef'an¡,t1on u1sdl.11n.l'ully delA.led. 

35.� House. Exec. Doo. 110. 93, 33rd. (;orl{;;. 2nJ. ;';esa., !J.68. 
36.� Landon 'l'lIllOS, 1"1)1'11 17th.) 'luot~d hhodes. bilit, U.S. vol. 11. 

p.22. 
37.� 1...ondon '¡'iL!en, ne.y 10th, qnoteü liL.OG¿8, llist. U.B., vol. ll,p. 

aloo HOUDO }~~t~c. Dou. 110. 9~, 2nu. ~6ak)., 3;)l'd. cong. p190. 



The delaya, lnvolved ln the transmlselon of the malla 

in thoee daya, were suoh that by the tlme that Soule'a acoount 01 

Me tallure in the Blaok \\arrlor matter reaobed ~~aehlnston, 

;:'� tlml and ooncern over oontroverslas naarer home lLad we~kened 

the publio lnterest ln that quarter. Besidos, the 6panlsh 

j:: had oraftlly rea.ased the vessel ln questlon, and her cargo 

as .111. 51w was now granted new and valuable prlvllege. 

an4 was already maki~~ har aooustomod tripa as ir nothlng had 

happened. 

NOw. aoule had 10ft but two courses open to his gov

ernment. It must elther lnslstently u~hold h1s de~and8, or 

rale. tltty thouau.nd volunteers. Tho Buggostlon, however, 

was allowed to drop, havlng ~ut wlth deolded opposltlon trom 

fleroe, Maroy, und oven 1'1'014 Davls. 

In tho� 1l1eanti1ile, tha Cablnet rel4alned un<leclded. 

38. Speechos and wrltllL38 of T.L. CllllB14au,PP' 375-376, 
quoted� Hhodes. H1st. U,'s., vol. 11, p.z3. 
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80Ul., oonfldently39 awalt1ng orders to aek tor h18 passport, 

expeotlng at any moment a deo1~ratlon of ~ar, was 1aft to b1te 

hl1 nalle In a mortltylng and vexat10uB suspense. Davls and 

OUlhlng were urg1ng that he be sustained 40 but fleroe, belng 

in 4oubt, determlned to a\~ait fUl·tber news trom Madrid. A 

ne. Spaln8h m1nlster \'las eX}Jeoted at Wasb1ngton. Some set

tlement mlght be reached through h1m. 

The oountry o.t larga VJas rather aoourate1y 1ntomad, 

In a genaral \'.ay, as to tha real atata ot afta1rs tor the A

.erloan Journals oop1ed from the aLondon T1mes- whose corres

pondent at Madrid waa kept posted by tha Brltlsh Wllbaaaador. 

Th18 oft10tal as the roprasena*a1ve ot a valuabla a1~and ad

v18er, wae naturally famll1ar wlth tba Illaln fuota of the oon

troveray. It WtJ,S w1dely known, theretore, that Soulo bad 

~ade 1mperlouB demands \'Ihlo11 had been r1atly refused. Ru

mor had lt tbat he had overstepped bla 1nstruot1ona.4l 

The Amer10tUl paople, of OOUl'SS, allgnad tbemaelves ln 

th18 matter aooordlng to thell' sYblpathlea a.nd lnteJ:euts. 1'hua 

the Nortbern and bordar states were 0p}Joued to susta1n!ng 

Soule and there VJas oven. a feellng of alUusewant at h1s pl1ght. 

The Ilave-holdlng 1nterests, on the l~d, more 1mpetuous and 

botheaded perhapB, and ballevlng t.hat tha tlme to aoqul:L'e Cuba 

.aa at hand Viere as lns1stent that our Illlnlstar be upheld. 

39. Fleld, Idemorles 01 IJany Man, etc., p.S4.
40. He. YOrk T1mas, May lOtb, quoted Rhodes, Hlst. U.S., vol. 11, 

p. 24.
41. Rhodes, Ulst. u.S., vol. 11, p.20. 



~l~ ae.lre tor the aoqu181tlon ot ~uba wa8 not a wholly 

••1til11 one. The South really sympathUed wlth tha dls

gruntle4 Oubana whose propaganda was porpetually ~reched 

uaoSl8 thom by Cuban oxlles. They reared moreover tbat tho 

l11an4 mlght be oonverted lnto a aaoond Santo Domlngo, and 

tbQ8, from ita nearnesB, lnto a constant menace to thelr . ' p.aoe. It 18 tba tendency 01 Amerloan hlatorlans to dub 

'his toar a. ona lnstllled by wlre-pulllng Soutbe¡'n polltl

olana who lmposed upon thelr gulllble brethe~n. 

HOwever Palmerston 42was sald to have lavored some such 

8oheae, and thero 'las a wldespread anxlety on tbat soore. That 

tbe admlnlstratlon was not lnsuluted trom the common apprehen
·.~. 

810n 18 to be sean froUl Uarcyls correspondenoe wl tb ~oule ln. 

Wbioh there occurs trequent questlohlng as to conteml)leted 

ohanges ln the servlle system ot Cuba. That an emanolp

atlon of the .laves and a subsequent transter or tbe govem

.ent to them Ylere lntended bad bean emphatloally denlad by 

'he Oaptaln-oeneral 01 Cuba, 43and the Engllsh ¡"ore1sn Seore

'U"J' 44 has a8 8trongly l"epellad tila suspiolon current ln the 

Unlted states, that h1s govenuaent would abet sueh a proJeot. 

Yet the rumor perslsted. 

Tbe slave holdlng lnter~sts no~ brought po••rful 

pr••aure to bear upon Pleroe ln bebalt 01 Soule and war, when 

'hey learned 01 h18 demanda and Spalnls deflant response. 46 

48. Ap. Cong. Globe! 2nd. Sess., 32nd. Gong., p.118.
43. Deoree 01 Capt-aen. Uay 3rd. Ne" ••rk Times, May 16th, 

quo'ed Rbodes, Hlat. U.S., vol. 11, p.25. 
44.. Buobanan to Marey, Nov. 1, l8ti3, ,!uoted lihodas, Hlst. U.S. 

vol. 2, p.25.
44.-Buohanan to Uaroy, Nove. 12, 1853, wss. state Dept. Aroblves 

• !. Meb. 17, 1654,· • • •
quo'edRh04es, Hlet. U.S., vol.II, p.26.

45. RhOd8., H1st. U.S., vol. 11, p.28. 



¡.ttoraon Davil 46, lt le eald, ~as \be leader ot thle move

.ent, and the Journal lmo\\n ae the Wasblngton Unlon Vias 1te 

organ. Thls n.wepapor advoaated an lmmedlate dealaratlon of t ¡ 
war it Spaln retusad satlstaotlon Cor the selzure oC tha . 

B1aok Warrior. 47 Later4Slt oont14antly announoad that the 

adal.liono! Cuba was lnevltable ·ln the aouree of thlok-coro

1l'18 eventa.· 

On lIay 20th. tUl lmpend1IlB revolutlon 1n Cuba \'¡as an

nounoe4. , 4i Qult~an,bO lt was rumored had gathered a goodly tr~op 

ot tilibustere tor the lnvas10n oC the Island. At this perio4 

\he oountry was dlvlded and wrought up tb tever heat over the 

!Ansa8-Nebraeka leglolatlon¡ However the bll1 had paseed . 
I 

"'be House and the elavery pa~ty was trlumphant. Rumors were ¡ 
'1 

tourrent ln the Nortb tbat Cuba was to be aoqulred reekless ot� .t 
j 

1 
\ 
¡oons.quenee, 51 and that the a~linlstration had purposely ar� !
,1 

ranaed lIlattere as to make a VJar wlth Spain a11110st lnevltbbl••62� ! 
t 

il 
~ 

Thlngs thUs Cor el wbl1e seemed very brlght for the annexatlon

late. They were howevoI', doomed to dlsappolntraent. !Pieroe hesltated to ndopt a oourse whlah VJould lead ; 

to war betore the oppositlon oC Uaroy, the antlolpated attl- f 
~ 

46.� Rh04ea, Hlst. u.s., vol. 11, p.28.
41.� I'aablngton Union, May 11th, 'luoted Hhodee Hiet. U.S.vole 11. Ip.2i.
48, Ibid. (oited by N.Y. Tlmes llay l5th)quoted Rhodeo 11lst. u.a. 

VOl. 11, p.29.
4'. Ne. York Timee, Hay 20th, quoted Rb04os, Hist. U.S. vol. 11, 

p. 20. 
60.� N.Y,Trlbuna, June 10th, quoted lUlodes, Blst. U.S. vol. 11, 

p.se.
51.� A4dreee ot flva N.Y. Representatlves, N.Y. Tlmes, May 29 

quoted RIlodes, Hlst. U.S., vol. 11, V.IO. 
N,y.Tilles, Jun.2,4.uoted ~odeB, Hlst. U.S.,vol. 11, p.30. 
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'ud. or the aaJorlty 1n Oongreso, and tbe a011d dlsapprova1 In 

1.he H~rtJ1 whloh vl••e4 w1th apvrohen81on tbe growth ot s1ave-. 

40a'l power as man1fested 1n the recent otrugg1e over the Kan

eaipRe'_ka bl1l. By June 1st, the Pres14ent had üS8uwe4 a 

4.rinl\. attltu~. A new proc1amat1on was lssued aga1nst 

flllbuatering. Qu1tman wus a~estod and torced 1,0 g1ve bond 

~hat he .ou14 observe the neutra11ty 1afta tor nlne ~onth8. 

The war t14e had reoeded and Soule, 1,0 hla 1ntensa Chaarln, 

.aa ;I.et,1. atranded b1gb and d1"Y 1,0 the infln!te glae 01' 111s 

enemle. 801, Madr1d and at home. 

Rho4es aaserts that the B1aok Warr10r oontrovaray 

_ould have been a Vlt1tul cause tor ~ar, but he torgets, per
•

llapa, that th1s waa only t11e oulll1lnat1ng outrage 1n a lons 

.erles of unrederesed inJur1es wrought upon the United states 

by Spal!1Ih ot1'101als. Any one 01' these, almoat, m1ght have 

been a oause or war, 1nvolving as they did lnsult 1,0 OUl' flag 

an4 rank ~nJustlce 1,0 our olt1zena. 

At Madr1d, ~oule ~as lwpQt1ently awa1t1ng news trom 

h18 gov.rnment. 11, VJü8 not un1,11 1,be 18th. of AIJr11 1,hat 

Calderon, bavlng placad Soulets letter before t11e oounel1 ot 

aln18tere and the ~ueen, answered 11.. 53 J~ 1noldenta1ly 

rebuke4 Soule tor barshness of languug8, and re1tera.id 1,be 

014 o1alm that Her UIlJestyts governmen1, hud not yat, but bOl)ec1 

800n 1,0 obta1n au1,llent10 informatlon as to the Black \Jarr1or 

a'lzure. UDwever, ho had 10arned that t11e vessel had been 

4e11yered to har captalu. 'lhla sat1stuc1,ory ten41natlon 

53. House Ex.c. Uoo. No. 93, 2nd. Sess •• 33rd. Oong., p.'15. 



whi,Oh r ••oved the ..In Brl.vanoe ••emed 1,0 hlm ~o Jue\11y 8paln'8 

3udloS.0U8 delay In deoldlng upon a oourSQ 01 aotlon. In re

'pone. to the oharge 01 dl1utorlness in decidlng other 01alm8 

aado a¡alnst lt by Unlted stutes oitl~ens, Ca1deron retorted 

\ha\ elml1ar re1~tlons exlsted between tba Unlted 6tates govern

"en\ and Spanlsl1 8ubJoots. 

on tbe 20th, Sou1e replled. b4repeatlng tbat tlle pl'.

tense 01 not having surrlolent data at tilla late day ~as e~ulv

alent to a dental of redresB, and tllat he had represented lt as 

8uob to hls governmant. 'l'he an·8.llt>elJlent, Ulade between the Ha

vana authorltles and tha O\'JUers of tba Blaok \'Jarrl0r, 1n no vJay, 

mltlgated tho lrwult to the Unlted statos. SDule olted eloven 

oa8e, ln whlel>. Al.'lorloan voosels had boen \"J~ntonly rlred upon, 

oar~oes unjustly selzed, cltlzens arbltrarlly arrestad, eto., 

anel a1l fJltllout the sllghtest ropa1'l~tlon. Soule proved elear

1y that tha aole evldonoe citod by Calderon ln a charge 01 Slm

llar lnJu6tloe on tho part o! hiD goverruaent V/as unt'ounded. 

Four days after \':~rl tlng th1s note, Soul~ received 

trom Uaroy a eonfldehtla1 4eSl)&to11 borne bya apeatal biessan__ 

ger, Oo~on8l Cumner. 'l'bls letter b5was dated Al>rll 3rd, and 

bad \hererore been wl'ltten bofore tllo n(lws 01 tbe Blaok VJarrlor 

••lzuro waa recalvad by Soule. aoule was thereby glven tull 

po".r to enter lnto a oonventlon tor tba !Iurohaae Q1 Cuba. He 

wae 1,0 .&ka use of tbls authorizat1on 11' olroul:lBtances \'~ere fa

vorab1e. Tbe mannar otO oonductlng thla nauotlatlon \."0 10ft 

Who1ly 1,0 Soule'u dlooret1on. U' dlraot ¡Jurohase ware 1lJl

54. ¡IDuso Exeo. Doo. 110. 93, 2nd. Seoo., $~l·d. cong., p."7.
55. Ibld., p.80. 
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po••lble, 8paln mlght be lnduoed 1,0 oonsent 1,0 the lndependenoe 

01 Ouba. '1'0 thls arraDBe148nt the Cubans must be a party. nea-. 
potl0 rule prevented tbe a8so01o.tlon of nat1vas 1,0 aCc8pt troID, 

or olrer termB 1,0 Spa1n. 11' thlB strictnesa wore l'elaxad 1,0 

peralt 8uoh aSBoo1utlon, the Un1ted statee would readlly ooun

t,eftanoe an4 ald lte aftorts 1,0 l'elease the lsland 1'rom depend

enoe on Spaln. 

In response56 1,0 th1s Soule wrote on May 3rd, 1ntorm

ln¡ h18 ohlet that the d1ff1oultlos, pending between tho two 

oountr1ee, prevonted 111m from apllroaol11ng any person 1n author1

t,y or wlth intluenoa in tbú govon'Ullent' 3 aounolls, touch1ng so 

delloate a subJect. Howovar t ha thousht tbat dovoloI;lil~nts 

_ould be 8uoh tha.t ln the elld tila very beat 0FPortun1ty VJould 

be aftorded tor br1nu1ng tba 'luost1on toaa f~lr test. 1urn

ln¡ 1,0 the topia nearest h1s hoart, Soule declared that Spaln 

,needod 1,0 be taught that th~re \lJas a 11ullt 1,0 our endunmce • 

He urged that she be c1ven -a Bood leeson- th18 time. It 

.as beoause Spaln be11eved that VJO \¡cre not sarlous 1n our de

mande \hat 8he had decl1ned aoming at once to a def1nlte re

80lve "lth referenoe to the Blaok War.t'lor affaire 

The slOlVness of Congreee to act ulJon tila Pres1dent's 

message 01' Uaroh l5tfi ubetted tilla beller and emboldened her. 

Noth1ng but a display 01' deterwlnat10n could wake her urwend. 

The government, though lt atl1l vleaded that lt lacked Buffl

olent data, bad yet ample lnfonl1utlon to blind ü.nd pervert the 

consc1enoe of tbe Span1eh poople in l'eLard to the lIlost rfJcent 

56. lIouse Exeo. Doc., 110. 93, 2nd. Seae., 33rd. Coug., p.82. 



oontroV8ray. It was the Oab1net's wlBh to make lt appear 

t.bat Soule'a aotlon 11a4 be.n dlaavowed by 111s govenuaent. 80 

ln tJ1e ofl101al joumal, the 'Heraldo·, there had been 1nserted 

• ver:¡ garbled aocount 01 the whola trana~ctlon. The ürtlcle 

oonoluded w1th the st'-l.t8ll1ont tlu~t tha Corowlttee on Fora1gn Re

latlons at Washlngton oontinued to be mute on the BUbJect ol 

the Presldent's massage. 

To oountaraot 57 thllJ, Soule had sought to bave pr1nt.

.4 ln a 1000.1 nowepaper the ne\'l8 that Colonol CUUlner 01 the 

Unlted statea Army had Just urrlvod on a aecret w\d apeolul 

m18s10n, wlth despatohee 01' the Ul'eatoot l14portünoe tor tbe 

Amorloan mlnlstel·. rJhereUl)on tIle oanDor ordered that tilla 

notloe be strlokan out. Sou10 haá auocoodod howover ln hav

lng pub11ehed ln tho Dame Joul~nal tIlo letter of Charlee 'l'yna &; 

Oo., oonolsneoa 01 tho D1acl; VJarriox', 1n VJhl0h \'J:.16 glvon an nc

oount oC tlle aelzure of the1r vasoel. 1J.'helr vare10n \Jas, ot 

oouroe, roproBented as lntorostod llnd therutora unrellü.ble. 

Four daya aCter tIla vreoedlnc letter was wrltten, our 

1111nlster reoelvod trola Oa1dol°on, \iho had JUfJt rooelved the Q,U

thent10 lnCormat1on BO long expocted, "tha off'lclnl Havana ver

sion oC the controvorsy. 58 Tho Amer1can olall:l tbut un at

tempt had been ma4e to al ter tha Dlack VJarrlor' a lllanlCeut viltb

ln tho legal perlod wao flatly donled. Tho revenue court hado 

ordered the eelzure o! tIlo curti0 and that tb& capta1n be flnad. 

The oonslgnee, though oOnfO~j61n~ hla elorox', had lil.euded 19nor

57. 1~u8e Exeo. Doc. No. 93, 2nd. Seas., 3~rd. Cong., p.83.
68. Ibld., p.85. 



ano. 01' t,he law and had app.al.el to the Superln1.endent,-General 

for ole~enoy. The lat~er ordered the matter to be renewed betore 

tbe 8uperlor oourt. Th18 trlbunal had thereupon reoogn1zeel 

\h8 f1ne and Se1ZU1", as legal. 1l0W8ver the tiuperlntendent,

General klndly reduoad the tlne proposeel from tan thouBand to 

.tx t,houaand do1lars. Havlng depos1tad thls euro, the oon

8lgnee reoe1ved bls vessel. Indeed ln the t~neS8 ot thelr 

heart,s, tbe mln18try had granted 1,0 tbe Blaok \'larl'lor oerta1n 
'1 

prlvllege8 fonaerly granted only to tha Engllsh Royal Mal1 Coa

pany. J'urt.hermore, upon requeat ot the oonalgnee, the l¿ueen 

had relDlt,ted the flne. '¡'he property hav1ng been ratul"ned, 

there .as no rea80n for the lJitoYlJ1eht of an lndel4nlty. Hor 

oould tlle Unlted sta,tos governJJ1ent 01a,1lJ1 tbat lnsult had baen 

Oftered her flag, t'OI" a lU.arobant veaeel 18 aUbJeot to the pen

alt18s w1110b the t'lsou,l regulütloíw eatabl18h. 

Tbe 141n1ster noVJ ¡.¡rooe<Jded to pay 111s reSI)eots 1.0 

Soule tor ü1s pere14ptory demanda, aor1d language and offenslve 

40ubts as 1,0 the slnoerlty of llar MaJestyls goverD1l1ent. 'l'he 

Plres1dent was censurad for hls unfr1endly haste and pezuala, 

,he Oaptaln-General was not only upll~ld, but pra1sed. 

The Spa1nlar, havlng thUs apparently oarrled the day, 

elthel' ln a sp1r1t ot oOiilplaceut condescens 10n, 01' more ,lJrobab

1y wlth the notlon that 11, would not do 1,0 llnpose too gree.tly 

on Amerlcan 10ng-suft'erlllg, not1t'led Soule on the awae day t)9 

thu.t al1 dü. tll oouaernl11\S oontroveruloa bet\'J6dl1 tl1e two natlons, 

59. HOUllCt ¡':xeo. Uoo., No. 93, 2nd. ~eaB., 33rd. Gong., p, 90 



other \han the Blaok Warrlor dispute, had been gathered ünd an 

early reply \0 Amerloan olal!!ls ul1ght be eX!J8oted. 

The Spanlsh goverlUllent thus, thought yla1d1ng somBwha1. 

in taot, reoedt)d not a Jot ln prlnolplo frOfil 1,118 !)081t10n 11, 

hac1 s\ubborn1y hald frolll the beg1nn1ng. Its OOnOe88!OnS were 

aade condesoendlngly dlreotly 1,0 tlw aeerleved part1as, appar

ently not beoause of tbe lnterCeSQ10n ot the Unltad Stütes 

whloh were thu8 praotioa11y ignorad. 

In trans~lttlng thaa6 daapatohes on Uay 10th 1,0 Maroy 

Soule 810&1,84 60 that he had oontented hlbleel! wltb. mere1y aok

nowledgina their reoe1pt and etu.ting that their oontenta VJou1d 

be luedlately transwltted 1,0 1118 goverlUlent. 

QUr minlater, belI~ 131,111 wi thout oflloial ul>jJroval 

or condeanatlon trom h1u governlllul~t, began 1,0 1·1nd lAla already 

strained poeition 1ntoleru.1Jle. 'lIbo Sptl.nlah UOV~u'nJ¡lúnt liJas 

reve111ng in ita ant1c11.,ated tl'l.U&11pll. Soule avaltel! moat a1lX

10uely the aotlon of Concress. Ha could nct thlnk of re

ta,lnlng a post froID whence ho VJould huye 1,0 beho1d 1,118 oontampt

uous lnsolanoo whloh bis dlscOlllflturo und thut oC h1s govern

ment would ba sure 1,0 provOke.61 Again on June 10th 62 in 

tranamltt1na two oC Caldel'on' 6 notas, ho spoke of b1s 10ng1na 

to be rellevad from the ·torturing an.xlaty" under whlo11 h~ lu;\d 

labored far soma tiIJ10 pU.Dt on n.ooount oí' OUI' atra1nad rolat1ons 

with Spain and of tba IHl.rt whitÜl 11, \'H'¡'S BUP.tOSO<\ ha hau ,1'1ayo11 

601 Houae Exeo. Doo. Uo. 93, 2nd. Sasa. J 331'd. C,;ong., p .64. 
61. Ibid., Soulo to ~uroy, p.90. 
62. Ibld. J Soule 1,0 r:iiJ.rcy, !,.91. 



in l»r1nglng lIlatters to a. orlela. • Ha had seen f'req'lent lntl

aa~lone ln Amerloan papara that a dleorepanoy exlnted betwe6n 

hlm and his sovenwent. He llttordly bellovod these, but ahould 

t.~re be the least foundatlon tor theul, hu re(!uasted Maroy 1,0 

present his reolgnatlon t.o the f'realdont lmmedlately. Hie, he 

oontlnued, \nuot be a olear and \'~oll daflned }Josltlon f"'l' be 

oou1d not bear to have lt cloudad \'Jith doubta, Ilor even exbar

aeoad by the slishteat healto.tlon. 

'l'hls same daspatch daaol'lbed tIle trlumphant boastlng 

ot the 8panlsh presa alld 1ta dlsparagelllent of the ¡\mol'loan gov

ernment.. Aooompanylng lt were, as has besn 8ald, two notas 

frolD Oalderon, ln the flrst 63 ~f YJhl0h b.o fulfll1ed his promlse 

of &nawerlng 0.11 oí tbe Amerloan 01al1118 in the 8ppnlsh ~rchive8. 

He deeorlbed SOUle of thoso uo settled, othern ~s stl11 :pendlng 

owing 1,0 the faot that eaoh govenuaent l.i.t'A 1te 0\'111 )1l8,rmer of 

lnterpretlng lntel'natlonal lU\J; oth.ol'a utll1 had been rel'tu:'red 

1.0 the tr1bunals oi tbe stute \11 th cOl1Üeliuont dalay"s. Of 

eleven dist1nct c~sen at luBue (ulmotit uny one 01' whlch would· 

bnve been oons1dered grounds fOl' lnatallt and ~te.&:'n l'apl'16lil by 

Ens1and, for ln.stahca) ~va1n udllll tted 1te 11ab111 ty in only two,' 

not, lndeed, aa yet lJl'ov1ulnG a ju~t. settlement 01' thosa. but 

promlaing that 6uch uo"t,iOll 1i11ght ba ti.J.l..en 1n tha neal' Í'uture. 

ay June 1st. Caldaron informad 64 Soulu that one of 

tllese tvJO oases llad baen sottlod 1n a ),Wlllt;¡l" tllat II1Ui;;t be sat

lsfaot,ory to Ahierloan llotlons 01' JUBtloo. '1'111s had boen a 

oaosa oi tlagrant 1njustlce to A~el'1ouIl lüel'chb.uta. HoWeVel', 

63. HOUSQ E;xoo. Doo. Ua. US, 2nd.. :';etJ~. 33rd. Uong., p.~2, 
64, Ibid., p. 103. 



0a14eron ¡oe¡arded the Juatloe ot thelr olalms as doub1.tul. Tlle 
Jil"
I 

favorable deo181on, ther~tore, \'JD.S oonsidered &S a klndly oon

oeaslon trom Har MtlJeaty. It la to be notad that F;ng118h 

lubJeots, and somo ot thosa 01' tbo LOW Oountr1es as well, \lJare 

lnvolve4 aleo. In aolmov/ledglug 66 tho recelpt ot tbe Span18h 

Jlln18ter's luulOUnCe14ont, Soule oould not l1elp po1nting out that 

lt Yla,. tortunate tor tlla A1;lerloans lnvolvod tbat, tllere had been 

1ll8l18hJRen and Uollandars 1ntaloeated 1n tila sall1e wattt:Jr \Vh1oh 

taot had oauead tba preaent onlluhtened reaolu't,lon or ODolderon 

atter fA delay of nlno yeax'u. He "las auro that his govenuilont 

.ould appreole.te th1s evldence ot' tl"lendshlp. 

on Juno 16th 66 1t wll.a alIDounoad to Soulo that llel· 

Na3e.'\y ba4 been plea.eod to COIIUllunl that Araglo-Amerloan vea

.ela be oonslderad rUl tlle IJenlnaula and u,dJqcent ls1undu tLS 

natlonal onea, as r0t;arded tho duties 01' port und navlgat1on, 

in reolproolty tor wbat \'ll5 vraotlood \'Jl tI. tho 6l'"-u1lJh vcsselo 

trom tb~ 8Wlle plaoea 1n the Un1tod Gtateo. ',L'llUU \'las tilo ellO.. 

ond ot 1.heae oontrovol'sles arl"aI~ed. In trwlOlJll t t1ll0 t111a 

nows 97 Soule del~lorad. the fhot tbut hE) llcl.d not l.~a yot 100co1ved 

tlle s11ghtes1. lntl111utlon as to hO\'í h10 COlll'OO 1n tha Black \'Iar

r10r matter was l'o3,\rde ll by tllO Cablnet. 'j.'he IUHía bloOUebt 
\ 
r . 
,� by tila trans-J\tlantlc l!lu,11lJ \'jas not On(H)Ul°a¡J1ILg, au\.t rondal'ed
'¡ , 
¡� 

h1e pos1tlon so l,;ainful und do11oaLo thi..l.1. he cDuld not thlnl';. of 

hold1ng on to 11. llluob l0l1G01". 'l'bo 11J1pr~I:.H;1vll u.t l,iludr1d ~UB 
I 

that there \H~a dlaool'd bfit.\'J~).:ll tIlo lilin1etor Uoud his goVel"lW0nt� ,1/I 

¡Iland tllu.t tho lattel' to Gat out 01' :1. ta d1f1"1cnl ty \i/1"L14 ~;pu1n'	 1' 

6ti. House Exeo. Doo. Uo. 93 a 2nd. ~oaB.a 3~"rJ.. ÜOl1{!;., 1>.104.� '. ~ 
"66. Ib1d., ~.l05.	 . 
.!67. Ibld., ~oule to Maroy, p.105.� í 



wou14 dieavo. h1s aot8. The hesltanoy of Congr~as 1.0 tollo. 

tbe polloy outllned by the Presldent ln hls message had lnJured 

our reputatlon tor oharacter. 

Keenly oonsolou8 of hls anomalous I~s1tlon, Soule 

vote 68aga1n wlth 80l1e bltterness 1.0 lnform Maroy of the 1111

pre8810n produoed In Madrld by the Pres1dent'8 prool~atlon a

galnat fll1bustera, and by the announced departure fro~ the 

t1ni1.ed 8t8te8 oí C0lW418810noro lnatruoted 1.0 ¡'aoonolle a.nd ad-

Just the dlfferenoes 8xlst1ne betweon Spaln and b1s government. 

The t1re1. wae oonslderad a8 an 1~poorlt1oal mannar of masklng 

n.farlous de81Gna upon Cuba¡ tha 1att8r, 381d Soule, la vlew 

ae an ao1, ot oondese.na10n 1.0 tIlls oountry (Spaln) exempllfylng 

what power a grovalllng dlplomaoy ~ay 81.111 obtaln evan wltll 

tbo.e .b08e pr1da 11. 18 1.0 1101d lt moat ln oontempt. '1'h9 ex

ultan't. op1nlon at U~4r1d t'Jas thu.t Sou1a wou1d bo 8llor1floed 1.0 

\be vlndlot1ve ex1genoles of a hau[;nty o~ar11la for havlng of

tended 11.8 prlde whl1e act1nc by tho expresa ordars find under 

tbe oomm18s1on of h1s c;overrunent. 

At length, Soule reoe1ved frol.} \iaahlngton 1.1''10 das

patohes. Tbe tlrst 69, da.tad JUDa 22nd, wus a lenethy reply 

to Oaldaron l 8 responsa 1.0 the B1t\01; \'J[~rrlor clt.\lms. Marcy 

.'atad thereln tb~.t t11e l4attal-, su tar 0.0 pecun1u.ry lnl\oMn1ty 

.as ooncerned, had beon alterad by tha relo3so 01' the vesse,~, 

bu1. the wrong and 1nsult to the nat10n rema1nad. Tha \'¡hole . 

caee was rev1ewed 1n all 11.0 pha~o~. TIlo Cubnn o!f1c1als I 

oonduot wao rego.rded UtS 1116í~a1, ~;.rbl trary und ln3ul t1nu; 1.0 

68. Houee Exeo. 1)00. No. 93, 2nd SI380., :33rd. GO~e, p.107. 
69. Ibid., Mal'cy to Soule, l)e lOH. 



the Un1te4 State8. Spaln .0.8 duly oensurad tor havlng up

held them. The Presldent regarded Calderonas an8wer as hlgh

1y unsatlstactory. but was um¡1l11xu to resort to any extreme 

.,asures untll a sole~ afpeul to S~pln had been mada ln order 

to adJuet all qU6Btlons at lssua. and to provlda for peucetul 

re1atlons ln tha 1·uture. Soule. thúr8for~, "as uot expacted 

at present to te.ke any furthaI' atlps in tha Black ~..arrl01" con

troversy. 

Tho other letter 70 \¡hlch accompa.nled thls despatch 

.as oonfldentlal. 'l'he l)lan oC l4aklIlti a t'lnal and 80lemn 

appoal was outllned ,at greatar le~tlh Tha Pres1dent pro

poaed to aBsoclbt~ wlth SO,ula ItWCl Otl4Gl" of our lúOS'lo dlstln

gulshed cltlzens· in tlle e:XO¡)utlon of tlüB unusual 1íl18S1011. 

The 48spatcu l1eld El. 111'106 ot' aolaco foi' our chagl'1nad lJlnioter. 

In lt the frealdont \'~aa rapl'eDentad as belrl¿ aatlofied \'Jltü tue 

aplrlte4 manner 1n wblch Soula llad per1'o.l:'luod tha dutlí:JU of 1118 

'alaslon. Tbough denled the p~"lvl1e0a oí dlucu8s1ng tIla Dlack 

Warrlor matter, he \~aa at llburt.y to l'eaJ tllü t'lrnt dOCUluEmt 1..0 

tbe Spanlsh mlnlater. 

aeforo tbeDo dOCUlúontu l'euchac.1 ¡~adl'ld, lWIJ01·"t.La.nt 0

venta had fo1lo\Jod obch otbel' 1n 'lu1ok Ducceoalou. A l'evol\1

tlon had takOIl plaoa uur1r~ \~111ch ~culE.t lluu o111vull'oualy offor

ad h1s Legat10n un un aoylwi1 to the hated '!ueun-1l1otllOl' Ghl'la

t1na. 71 Ca.ldel'on unll h1s oolleugu8u lw.d J.'ealgnoü OIL tIla 16th 

of July Wlli fleu. 12 Anoth~r ulalctl'"Y 11tul fallon l:1nd the 

70. Houae Bxeu. Doo. UO. 93, 2nu. ¡jouu •• 33:r.'d. ~onG" !J.ll? 
71. Fleld, tieJaol'1~D of flany Men! etc., lh91. 
72. The A'1ituche in :'.l,c.dr1tl, 1>,309. 
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pr•••' II1Jl1ster ot state W&s Senor faoheoo. en the 2nd ot 

AUSQ8t, 11, ••s announoed that pezuela, the Oap~..a-G.neral ot 

Ouba '18, under .1I.ose adm1n18tratlon the Black narr10r outrage 

wa8 perpetrated, had been dlsmlssed and de la Concha appo1nted 

1,0 8uoceed h11J1. In eftect lng tL1s cha.nge, tbe goverrul18nt llad 

taun oooaBlon tD pralse the retlr1ng ott1clal tOl' h1s zeal and 

loyalty. Soule thDUght that the SpWl10h m1n1stry had by th18 

aotlon dellberately burned thelr brldges beh1nd them, fOl' no.,

h~••yer etrongly the Amer1can gOV61'1'UIlent m1ght prot8st, Soule I 8 

4e.and rOl" the rewoval ot all the off'101a18 lnvclved in tIle re

oent oontroversy could not be cOlllpl1ed w1th. Hav1ng oalled 

Paoheoo's at.tent.10n 1,0 th1s, he waR most solemnly asaured t11at 

\he d1smlssal was 1n no \lIay connected wlth the assulllI)t1on of 

an unoompromls1ng att1tude tOViax'da tIla Unlted states. 74 

At about the sf:\IIle t1Jr1a that the changa In 1111nlstry 

took plaoe, Soule'a fall1n¿ hetilth DOI!lpelled hlm to seek 1'86t 

,in the Pyrenees. '.L1heret·ore, bavl11g takon leave 01' the 12ueen, 

aooompan1ed by b1s sacrettiry, U.J. F'erry, be oallad upon tba 

n•• r41n1ster 01' 6tbote. '¡'h81'e ensued between Soule and paObeoo 

a oonversatlon75 "111ch was t.t\ken down In \'Jr1t.1ng by P61Ty, alld 

t,ranaaltted 1,0 Wash1ngton. OUr ll11n1ster took oouas1on to 1"0

itera" his formar statoment t.hat. the Unlted states government 

••s tar from sat1et'led YJ1th Calderonls reply 1n retal'once 1.0 

\be Blaok ~arr10r'8 selzure. lndeed, the ijpanish goveruJlunit'8 

oourse was looked upon as an ag~ravatlcn 01' the or1clnal causa 

ot oomplalnt. Soule aleo expl',o8sed tha bd11et" tb~t 1116 gov

73. The Attache 1n Madrid, p. 345.� 
1•• nou8e.Exeo.Doo.Uo.93,2nd Seas. ,3~~rd.Cong., Soula to r.!arcy,p.118�
15. Ib1d., p. 120. 



ernaent would regard 8paln's act10n ln remov1ng Pezuela a8 de

plorable. It wll1 be remembered tbat Maroy, unuer date o! 

Jun. SSnd, had sent Soule a ~asterly re1utat1on ot Spaln's po

eitlon ln the Blaok Warrlor matter, w1th the perm18s1on that 

he mlgbt read lt to tbe SPfáAsh w1nlster or glve h1m a copy,76 
,.. ' . 

HG••ver, tbougb Paoheoo lnslstently begged tor such a presen

tatlon of the Amer1can v1ewpo1nt, Soule tbought that mere ewpty 

protestatlons to glve b1s goverrunentls aot1ons a color of tall"

neIs would be the result aOand that lf thls arra1r wer~ kept pend

lng lt mlght be used as a lever in ne~otlatlng tor the purchase 

ot OUblh71 There1'ore be contentad h1msal! wlth express1ng to 

faoheoo 1n broad tatua thu ad1aln1:Jtrat1on'e utt1tuda. 

\'Jhan tho neW8 of tbe Span1ah revolut1on, Just ra!erred 

tro, wt.s learned 1n tho Un1ted titate~, the hOp6~ of tlie f'.nnexr.

tlon1ats !lared up anew. Tha \:asll1ngtcn ·Un1on" urgad thu.t 

a t." m1l11ons oC money be IJlaced 1n tbe hande 01' tha exccutlvo 

tor use durlng the receBS ln 1,110 Span1sh-euban relatlons, 78 

The Pr••1dent sent a epeolal 1ll8SSag8 to 1,116 Senate 1ntlmat1ng 

l.hat euoh aot10n would bo in harL10ny "~lth lila OWI¡ aent1wenti. 

The penate Comm1tto6 on Foreign Helat10lW howaver, beOUUS6 of 

the ebortnes8 ot the oo~ing reoess, refusad to ceco~~end 6üy 

prov!.lonal leg1elatlon. '19 In splte of tilla r&.11ut'o, tlle 

a~lnlfJtre.tlon stl11 ehorlahod 1,110 hope 1,hat Cuba .al{;ht be 110

76.� ·HOUS6 Exao. Doa. No. 93, 2nd Desa., 33rcl. Cl)rlJ., Uu.4"oy to 
Soule, p.l18,

'17. lbid., Soulo to murcy, p. 133. 
78, Waeh, Unlon, Jul.30(clted by tl.y.'!'lU1e~) lluOted Hhouou l 111flt. 

u.s., vol. 11, p.30.
79.� Rhodes, Hlat. u.s., vol, 11, p.38. 
60.� House bao. Doc. 110. 9:~, 2nd Sess., 331'd. Cong •• Soule to 

llaroy, p. 120. 



quire4 by VurQhaso &s'may ~e sean by Maroy's letter 01 August 
.' ::~ "', 

111.h.'� . ". 

By August 16th, tila govez'llIJlent at Wash1ngton had a

bandoned 1ts 1dea of send1J~ an oxtraord1nary com~1.B1on to 

8paln. Maroy took oooas1on, 1n tranaw1tt111G tb1s neYJ6 by 

Oolonol'S1oltles, to depreoute the not10n tbat the abandonad 

plan m1ght llave walTanted tho 1nferenoe tlll~t Soule hü.d not 

fa1thfully and o.bly done li1s duty aun g1ven sat1sfu.ct1on to 

h1s government. rndead, he wu.s to hava been plaoad at tilo 

head oí the proposad cOlI&II11ss1on 1t' there had been any gnLda.

t10n at 8011. Maroy nnnounced thot tl!o fresldent I a oftort 

to have our exeout1vo clothad ~lth udd1t1onal powor 1n roforcnce 

! tu our Spanlsh relatlon13 ho.d fe.11od, but hle V1EH'¡S au to Cub" 

I"Omalnod unchansad. In thls as 1n othar I¡latters, tha o.dolrt,lon 

ot a proper couree was 10ft to Soulo1a dlsoret1on. 'Elle Sec

,retary thougbt, that the chan~e 1n :il1n1stry would ba benef101al 

1,0 the Unlted statae aa tilo new Saorotary of Foro1gn Affa1rs 

would be unhampered by porsonal oons1darut1ons 1n a !Urther 

diBou881on of the B1aok \Jarrlor ino1dont. IlOWeVal" a1noe Span

lsh affaire \'Jero 1n such ú trana1tOl"'y atato, 1t Viould not be 

••11 to presa any demande u¡)on 1t. 81 

Thua tho Blaclt. \'a~rr10r oontrovor6Y, wbloh u1ght huya 

proolpl1,ated a bloody war, \',as (;111owod to a1n!;. 1uto ObSOUl'tty. 
~. . 

11, oeased to be a vital lssue. Dotore the advent of thls 

dispute, soul0 had boon ver'Y conf1dont l..hat ha would auccaed 

81.� UOUS8 Exea. Doc. No. 93, 2nd S<388., 33I'd.• OOI~.J t:o.ruy to 
Soulo, p. 117. 



in h18 etfor1, to negotlate tor the purohaae ot CUba. He 'e1ft 

oonvlnoed that he had brought the lnr1uent1al eX-(lueen Chrls

tlna 1,0 his vis.s.OS He once oontidad 1,0 Fie1d h1s bellot 

that with rlve bundred thousand dollars ol secret servloa llloney 

rol' loane 1,0 lndlgent memb~rs ol tl1e Conat1tuent Cortas tIla 

great oona~t10n oould be brougbt about. 'l'hereafter, how

ayer, hi8 entbuslasm for purohaslng Cuba waned. 

The gov8r'IlJIlant t (} ao1,lon 1n tIlla matter dlspppo1nted 

blm. He expreBsed b.1mBalf ae greatly a.g~rleved beoe.ua8 Merey 

bad not baoked bis lmpor1ous del!landa, altllougll that offlo1al 

hAd preeorlbed them. 83 At thls Voln1" 11, la VJe1l 1,0 conelder 

Juat hOl'; truu wao tIlla olaL1l of Boula's, Just lllentioned. 1)1d 

.aroy's lnstruot10ns Juatlfy SouIe'e ao1,1on in 1,11e B1uok ~arrl

or at'rall"? Uost h1stol'lans anS\'J01' thls in 1,he negu.t1vo. 11, 

le regardad aa a gro:'Lt blundel.', un Lmdao1ouo U.S5\.Usl,Ptlon of un

wan:Qtod authorlty. 1.01, ua look lnto ttL6 lllattel', 'J.'he \¡Jbo1e 

queot ion hlfl\;6S on ttarcy I a le t tOlo Of l.tarch 17, 1854, lnstruot

Ing Soul. to demand 1ndamnl1,y and rep~r~t1on for tila selzure 

ot ih.1111-fated v:eosel 1n questlon, OUr 1I1inlster \'J6.8 olear-
I ;, . .'~-~ ..... 

iy 'cM4:thereln to aeSWlle tlu..t Spa,ln was already preparad to 

aBe.er bis demanda, Jdarcy 1nslsted,.too, upon hasta, nay 

that 2m 1mmedl9,te tender of satlsfaot1on and a OOlllplete dla

~ avowal or her offlc1al&' &ot10n be umde. A very few days 
, ~. 

.OUId be sUff101ent; a rel)ly \Va.s expeo1,ed as early t46 Vr~ot1

oable. Now VJhat do thaa6 eXla'esslc.lls lu!l1y? What aloe a. 

82. Fleld, Memoz'les oC l.!a.ny 1Jan. etc •• Ih82, 
83. Ibid" p. 96. 



Furtbermora. Spaln was not to ba permltted te 

praotloe her usuul evas1en. Her a.ns\. 01- mus t b El eltba r b. 

protter ot satletaotion or un assumptlon of resjionslbl11ty 

~., 

·,� foz- the acts of búr otflo1als. Sucll "las tlla dl1ell1lJla. proposad 

~n the Seoretarytc letter. HO\'JeV61' Soula \"ias to present the 

otrong feat.uree ot' the cueo on! y • 110 raunt hO\ dlsCUS8 lt. 

Boule waltad three days tor an W'lS\iel' a.t'tel' maklng bis f'lrst ft 

and mllder dema.nd, thon he presentad to Calderon tilo alterna

t"ve prescrlbed by hll3 chler, only, beBidos Illu.king tbe 01al111 

for lndernnlty, he dOlll8,ndod the.t tIla of1"10i8,J.s oonoóx'nod by 

dlomlsfJE)d. (tbe uaual 1l1anner 01' oxvx'eslJlng tho dlsavo\'Jt\l ex

pactad by the Uni tod Statau govcl'rl1l1ont). 

that theae demanda bü compllad v:i tI! ln í'ol'ty-e1Cht hOUl'S. 

Are flve daye a lJvery fow daya ll ? It 1l1UY be sall1 tbat ~oule 

\Vas not expected to cl1acuoü tho oaBo, thcll \'.hy theaa l"úCO/llluOn

datlons for hasta, why thas6 lJ~111llot,ju tlu'aata? Can lt bo 

that lJarcy \'lUS \'Jl11lng that the fiór.J Soula, 1ntex"})ret1ng amb1g

uoue lnstruot1ona uccox'dln.g tCJ h1u O\'Jl~ btmt, ul¡(juld 1I1ake WU1'

11ke demanda wh1ch, U" unauccoBsful, 141U;bt J.¡~ l'e 1,ud1uted'¡ 

Soul•• !limsoli'. oonuttlJltly ass(;u·tuu tht1.t he had Lut obüyed ol'dars, 

and Llal"OY naval' contradloted thls. n&y 1)ra1sad hllü 1u 'tllO lT~U:J.. 

ldent's nalIlC t'ox' ble 6!)lendld couuuot li.nd eX!JreSf;eu 110:.roe's 

entlre satlstactlon V.1.th h10 I)l'OoúdU,i.'tl. 01' coursc, 1t I¡lUat 

be reIll814bered here tht:l.t Soule V.as u. t'l¡.:;ut'e in national lJoll

tlos Who mlght hot be \t¡u,ntonly ofí'vnd..;)d. 

perhapa. 

by ltaroy that tIlo go\'enwont would llave beeu pert"aotly 131\1.10

tle4 ir the demanda wade bad succeaded. Ir suob had be\.Jn the 

oaa8. Soule would have been ha11ed ae a hero, Havlne falled, 

. II 



be Wa8 allowed to seem a pltlful bluaterer, the perpetrator of a 

glgantl0 'Amer1oan bluf!, 11 a. x"ole whloh Mu.roy had, perbaps, 1n

\ended that he should ~lay. 

;i 



111 

THE OSTEND MANIFESTO 

w~ have already Been how the admln1stratlon abandonad 

1'. projeot or sendlng to Madrld an extraordlnary oomm1sslon to 

••t~le a11 oontroversles pendine bet~een Spaln and the Un1ted 

Stat8., and 1,0 aS8ure peaoe for the future. No rea80n ~as as. 

elgned ror the aot1on, but the plan ~~s 8uooeeded by another oí 

.ven greater or1g1nallty. Marby was st11l anxloua 1,0 purohas8 

Ouba. The Presldent had v1rtua11y promlsed 1,0 do th1s, and 

~e Soutb ~a8 insistent. 11, waa st1ll thought that 8pa1n 

mlght be persuade~ 1,0 part wlth the ls1and lf a suttlo1ently 

large eum were offered tmd England and France B;nould g1ve the1r 

ooneent. Thln.k1n~ tharatora that I rl1Uoh 1n16ht bo done at Lon

don anA parls 1,0 promct~ d1rectly tho ureat obJoct in vlow, or 

at least to cleur away 1.tl}Jodl111enLs to 1ts Dllccessflll conaUlIUlla,

·tlon,· Maroy broaohad to Soulo a plan of aotlon unprecadented 

1n tha annal~ of Amorican d1plOlllaoy. uUndar tIlo clrcul':l

stancee l 1t aeomad des1rabla thi..~t thore should be a full and 

tree lnterchange of views 11etwaon Soule and h1s colleai!:ues of 

Franoe and Great Brita1n in ordor tbat tlley JaiCht roaoh an 

agreement 1n reterence 1,0 tIle General obJeot. lt \Vas there

rore 8usseeted that tlley lIlaot (\8 soon as 1}oss1ble at s01l1a oon

ven1ent polnt to consult togethor and oompare op1n10na as to 

What mlght'be adv1sabla, und to adopt measures tor perf~ot oon

oert of aot10n in a1d of tIlo nCijot1atiúns oí the IUn1ster 0.1, 

Madrid. 11' thla proposit1on WGru rt.¡3reo.ble to Süula, ha 

"as 1,0 OOJlW1unicuta wit,h h1s oollearuea 1.0 dü~ld~ u1ion the 



pla08 an4 date ot thelr meet1ng. At'ter tila otlnrerenoe had 

beon held, the p8rtlclp~ts ~ere expected to lmpart to thelr 

gove:rruaent whatever opinlon or I)1an 01 aotlon 1,11ey IIllgbt have 

asreed upon. 1 

liben tbla despatch reac11ed Soule, he \Olas s1,1l1 reou, 
" 

" peratlng in the Pyrenees. lw lm~odlatlly 801, out tor ParlB. 

Arrlv1ng there on tha 20th of Septomber, he oo~unloatad wl1,h 

h111 oolleaguea. UpYJards ot' twe1ve days now elapsed before 

1,hey agreed upon a placa ot' Meet1ng, but Ostend, in Belg1u1l1, 

vas a1, last f1xed upan. There the three Mlnlsters, Soule, 

~chanan and Mason, met on the 9th of Ootober and wont 1nto 

e)..,81on dur1ne throo conaeout1ve do.ya. 'rbay 'tlleu. udJ ourn

e4 to Alx la Chape1le , \'lhOl'a Doulo rOll1u.inad \'i1th hía 001

leagues from tila 12th to tha 1úth 1nolusivo, prOpu.l·ll'l,'~ notos 

for the despatoh \ih1ch \'JaS to be fOl'\'lUru;¡d to \JaahluGton. 
" 

In tranarJltt!nc üIUl account o f' bis pre11m1né<.IOY pro

~edul·e to JJaroy, Ooule tool~ OOCUDlon 'to ralll..~l¡;: raol\nl~ly 

that lt \Vas of lnfin1t0 DiJ.tls1'ac1.1on to hlmsolí', and would 

be surely to Haroy that tIla !lIOl:jt cOl"dla.l h(;.!"WOIlY had lllU.rked 

the proareas of thllll' labo:cu u,nd tlw.t thor13 \Juuld not be a 

s1ngle op1nion expresoad by tila confa.ronce r..hlcü d1d not oon

vey the unan1mouB sant1ulaI1t of all the Conful'aru.2 On 

Oo1,ober 18th, tha 1i11n1stera buving oocl!)11al1 tho rosul t:;s of 

tbelr dellberat10nu Ul. u X'orulíll dclEj!J~tch, oi¿uGU tiw docu

mont a.nd fOl'wal'J.úd 1t to L~al'()y. 

On 'Lhelll du!'1n~ 'Lhls ¡¡orlau ¡¡.a~ tu:cnJu tlw oalolUl¡l 

1. Rouse ~xec. Doc. No. 93, 2nd. :";oaa., 33rd. Cong., p. 12-1. 
2. Ibid, p. 125. 



1~8h' of publ101ty. Europaan governwente watohed tpem anx10ua

11� and the preas 01 the Un1ted State8' waxed cur10us and susplclous, 

Abroa4 the wildest rumors wera clroulated. Soule was reportad 

~o b. 1n le~G~e ~1th the Red Republloana 3 and to h~V8 expresa.d, 

on one oooaJOD' a w1s11 fOX" tIla inventlon 01 a steam guillotine 

Wb'oh m1ght 8waep off 0.11 the roy~l 1~ad8 of Europa at a s1ngle 

blowl 4 Noth1ng defin1te was kI10wn as to the or1g1n nor oven 

as 1,0 the preo1se natura and obJeot 01 tha maeting untl1 Maroh 

15th, 1855 (more tha.n four months latar) when the dooumunt 

1n queation with tha diplomat1c corrospondenoo \,h1ch preceded 

1t, we¡"e transm1tted to the liouas by Pieroe 1n oOla1Jl1anc~ with 

a reaolut1on enactad by tha.t body. HO\'~ever, 1t \,¡tlS Gonurally 

suspeoted perv10usly thut tbe Cont'orenoo hao to do \/1 th terrlto

r1al expo.nslon and part1oulelr1y \'11 th Cuba. 5 

The docwl1ent, 1tasl!", 6 aftan~ards known as iha Ostand 

Man1festo. was truly as unique a8 tha cont"erence \Vh1ch produced 

it. Thare bad been a full and unreserved fnterchange oí' v10wa 

an4 aentlments, tl1e il1n1stel'S be~an, VJhlcb bad resul ted in a oor

d1al o01nc1denoe of op1nlon oU the grave and 1raportant aUbJeota 

subm1tted f01" their corwlderat1on. An ilamed1ate and eaxnest et-

fort should be made to puchaae Cuba ut any pr1oe, not exceed1na 

a oerta1n maxlmwn.7 'l'he PI"oposa1 should be made to the Suprema 

Oone'ltuent Cortes about to aS6emble at Wadrid. OUr ~rooeed1ngB 

3,� vc1. Curtis, L1fe of' Buchanau, vol. I1, p. 136. 
4.� Ga111ardet. I,IA1~1stoOI"at1e tsn ¡~ll!el'1'lue, JI. 319. 
5.� vd. d1acuna1un in. tha !louso ol' H~I¡l'<'HlontHtivoo, 2nd S,)(1s.j 

33rd. Cone., vol. 30,(p. 9) 
6.� liouse r~xec" Voc. tia. ~3, 2ud.:Jl;isa., 33l'd GOIli;;., 1)' 11:.'/.
7.� $120,000,000. 



.hOuld be open. trarik, and publl0. Spaln'& v1tal 1nteresta, 

&8 wel1 a8 the Un1ted states', ".ere 1nvolved 1n tlle purohas8 

ot the 181and, and Buch be1ng the OUBO, the wlnlstara d1d not 

antlo1pate fallure unless foro1gn powera ahould 1ntel~elle. A 

d,ta1104 aocount uaB than glven of why the Bale should prove 

ae benotlclul to botll countrleo ~6 1ta delay would be dangeroU8 

an4 unprot1table. l!avlng sot f'OI"tn tb18 v1e," of the 81tuution 

a8 atrongly as poss1ble~ho docuwent proceeded 1,0 a oone1dera

tlon of' wbat sould be done by the Unl"Led Stataa 1n case 01' a 

retusal. OUr past h1story tOl'bade thut VJO Bhould 6c-iull'e Cuba 

wlthout the coneent ot Spa1n ulleas just1fled by the preem1nent 

law of solf-1Jrouel'Vbt1c,n. lienea, aftol' we should ht~ve ot'fered 

Spaln a pr1ca tar in exoeBU 01' tha I)r.a~or.t value of the 1alll.nd. 

it would thon bo tlme 1,0 cons1l1or \i;hetllul' Cuba in tbo peosas.lon 

ot Spaln oer1ously endangcrod our 1nterne,l peu.co, and tilo ox1st

,noo ot our cherls110d Unlan? Should this (-!uost1on be an~v;er

ed 'in tbe affirJilatlvo, then by evol'y lU\J, human fmd divino, \',6 

whould be Just1f1ed 1n \'.Irestl1~ 1t froJ¡l Spa1n. TIla rerOI"t con

" t1nuod, 'Wo forbeu.r to ente!"' 1nto tIla (lUaatlCJll \~hether tIla ln:"OS

ent oondltioll of tho iuland \,¡ould ju4tlí'y Buull a mUét.BUre", but 

note what preoedes tIl1a expreos1on: • Indeed the Un10n can nevazo 

enJoy re~o8e, nor posaaDs 1~11able ~eourlty aB lon~ as Cubu 18 

not E'mbr'"dcod w1thln 1te boundéJ.r1es ... and • Ita 1mliled1ute e.cquis1

tion by our Goven1Jllent 10 of 1)l;~rat10unt 11J1J01"tuncett, und agaln, 

'Considorat1ons ox1st '.;;hich ren·.ler dolay iu tIlo aC~lulsltlon of 

tho ls1und oxcdodlngl:,/ \h:IJ1L~ijroUti to ttla Unitod Gtat3sn • li\.1r

tbormore, ·Tho systom 01' lIJlI.l10L':'Lt1on f.l.nlt labor' lutolyor~émlv.ad 



wS.thln 11.8, l1mit8, anc;\ tbe tynmny und o).>Jtre861on v.hlCh, ol~u.ot.r


S•• 11.8 luodlate rulara. tbl't)aten un lusurreotlon at every wo�

~.nt whlcn rna)' ;result 1n c11ra1'ul OO1l136"!UtinCea 1,0 t11e Amer1cun� 

f.ople. Cuba has tbue beoollu;t 1,0 ua o.l& lnol'e~s111b 4aI1061'� 

apd a per.nent cause ol b.nxlety &ioud alal'hh 11� 

11. waa not neoessary 1,0 furtbel' 'enter lnto� 

t~. questlon ~hether th~ presI1et oond1tlon ~Jou1d Justlfy' se1zure� 

ot Ouba 1r Spa1n refuaed 1,0 sell 11,. 11, had praot1ca11y been� 

. -.ne••red already ln t11e bft1ruw.tlve. Cuba rnuet be iJ\lI'ohased 

w. shou1d be recreaat 1,0 our duty, unworthy of our� 

sal1ant forefathers and aomwlt basa treaaon aga1nst our posterlty� 

ehould we penalt Cuba 1,0 te Atrlo~nlz~d w)d booowo a Gocond Santo� 
'~ 

Dom1nao, w1th 0.11 lts attendUont horrOI'S 1,0 ·t.he white l'aoca, anJ� 

8\1tter tbe flamae 1,0 extend to our O\IH no lGliLJo;¡;'lJ~~ ahores t udrlous

1y 1,0 endanger or aatuo.lly 1,0 OOlU1Ui¡10 tho fu1r fubrl0 oí OUl' natlon� 
lnto 

Q'lr mlnlaters though ret"ra,ln1n,s t"l'OlJl ·Gnttn·'~Wthe" quet;t1ou l 

tboUght that tbe course an(l ourront of OVtllrta "',u'e rS{Jldly tendlng 

towarda such a catastropha. 'l'ho Blaak r;arr1or aft"lr v.as polnted 

1,0 al evldence o! tIla " pOGs1bl11tleu of th13 llrEh3ent !ll'rangeda~~:couo 

mente 11, was the flrm bollo!' of tho 1Il1nlstera that tha cel3s1on� 

Of Ouba to 1,119 Unlted st¡;¡,tes wl th atl1JulatloIlS al! benoficia1� 

1,0 Spa.1n a.s those OU13J'HJted waa tho only effúotlvu l,ay OI settllng� 

a11 paat dlft'erenoa3 anu uecurll\& lJOUOO for thu futlll'e.� 

Tbe ostond doculIlcnt 113 sountwhat ~\Wbl":'uous if I'ead wl thout 

a oertaln eCl~tlny. TIla aantbwnt 'luoLad 1u. the f1nal sentence of 

the preced1rv..; ¡:,ara{!;raph 5CuUlS to j nlilc:.:.t e u. lUsl'osi tj on. en tl1e part 

ot t.he oonfeI'ors te r ....vo!' str(ln~zl~¡, nuy OX(~1'4S1\ie1y, u. poucol'u1 

oeBslon by purohaae. But, as has baen ¡I01ntad out, tlH:l GOIH;:rlll 



OOft01U810n drawn trom the other propos1t1ona set tortu 18 

that the ta1lure 01 peu,oetul parsuasluu Ii1Uat be 1"ollowed 

by war. Ir tila lntorl'ratut1on uh1ch has be n ln(t1C¡~ted 

be 8ooepted, tha w8an1ng 3ee1:15 plé.l.ln. tipa,ln lJluat aell 

ue Cuba or yleld 1t to our euper1oI' 1l11Uht beoaus~ OU1' 

aatety wan endangored by 11tH' poaacsalon oí' tha ls1and. 

Soule, blmeal!, B8<3US 1,0 have t'eured -last tha Jolnt dea

'.':'~' patoh be lil1s1nterpretod. 'l'harefore on the 20th t?t Oot

ober, he sent 1,0 l::aroy, on !l1s, Ol.'m 8QQeunt, a sort of: key 
, 

1,0 the Bomawhat enlgmat10 reporte 8 There1n ~oule expreased 

a doubt as 1,0 whether tho language of 't.lla ~\¡anlf'esto would be 

tound 8xpl101t cllough, hut tlut"Jtod that 1t would ba 8Ut'

tlo1ently froe frofa aI:G'1au1ty as to loave no doubt Uf; to 
~... . 

11,8 real Illean1nc;., Cuba, ho ooutinuad, Must bú OU1'U c4l1d 

tbe matter muut bo put 1.0 the teut 111auod1uto1Y. 

, lndloat.1ona sealll to encouraee the húpo thf.l.t VJfd ltl1C;ht. achleve 

our goal peaoat'ully, but, 1í' Vle lilllUt hava l'eOOUl'aa to arUl8,,· 
then thl0 was tha auuplo1ous 1110lflOht.� 

Europa wore engaged in a stupenuoua 6t~lgGl~. He1thel"� 

Englo.nd or ¡"ranoo \Jc/uld be liküly to lntel'fero \'41 th ua.� 

the lead1ng up1r1t 1n the cOlilposl tion of tila other. lo'1eld, 

an attache of tha l"ranoh 1ogutll!11 at the tihle, t~al,f) u~ ..tha.t 

hls 11I1pl·asslon wut] tho.t Uoulo hall Jr"'Wll U!) the U(}üul:lonL mld 

that BUchanan lU:4d rov1uou i t. 9 rt lf5 prulJalJlu "Lhat 1n. 

a. House Exeo. JJOC. Hu. ~i>, 2m! Sesa., 33cd. (.long., p. 126. 
9. Fle1d, UellloI'lGS ot Hu.~.lY ¡'.leu hnü SOhlt} \'¡OlJh:Hl, 1)' Uu. 



uralng h1a ~wo oolle8L~es 1.0 subscribe 1.0 suoh radloal proposal. 

Soule mU8t havo used the presldontlal wnbltlon oC botb the men aa 

a levar. Buohanan 1ndeed MioS already oonvlncod tbat tilo 418

'\lnotlon oC havlng brouuht abClut the a01lu1s1tlon oC Cuba YIQuld 

b. a srea' &S8et ot an asv1rant tor Ule fre81denoy. Masan was 

an ardent slaveI~-wan and thus would be even more oaslly per

auaded to &888nt to the sentlments of the doou.ent ln questlon. 

80th .ere bea1des px'obably soothe4 and lullo4 by ltS tortuous, 

suar4ed language, and IJersu&ded by the \'J1nnlng, U8z:'etl0 e10-.. 

queno. of Soule. 1nd.8d 8uoh S08ms surely to bave baen tbe 

oa8e w1th Ma.on, at least, tor he atterwards ~arned F1eld 

agalnst Soule's wlles. 11. oalled the latter a ·pert'eot blrd

oba_t~.and t.~red he "ould ·absorb- Fleld. He \Vas not d18
. ., ..... j' ". 

plea••4 a' Uaroy's reJeotlon ot the pr1no1ples set forth ln 

the Manltesto, and upon learnlng of Soule's explwnatory 1et

~.r ot the 20th, 11e \,;a8 exoeod1naly pertul'bed. An attaok of 

apoplexy followed \4Jhlch evantually resu~tar ln !lladeath. Soule, 

hia8alf, later havl~ tlrot expressed the op1nlon that advocaoy 

ot tha annexatlon 01' Cuba ~ould be lnd10pensable 1.0 an aspl

rant for nomlnatlon as presldentlal oandldate by tlle noxt Demo

oratio oonvention, lronloa11y reJllarked 1.0 }l'leld that 1t \'Jould 

never 40 tor Buohanan and 1.1ason 1.0 dlsavow tlle sentllIlents ex

frasled ln the Ostend Manlresto for then lt would be 8uPI~sed 

that he ·had twlsted thel4 around 111s flnger.- 10 

Havl~ thUB aucoeeded ln bav1na 1118 O\'Jl1 sent1lUents 

8ubsorlbed to by suoll lnfluentlul and r·epreaenta.t1ve o1tlzena, 

10 F18l4, Memorles of :.lany Líen o.nd ~Ol!le \.01l1en, p. 98. 



loul. a.alted NaroY'a reply with muoh hope tor the tinal 

auooe8a ot his deslgna. ~he latter's answer oame 1,0 hlm as a 

1.hun4erbolt trolA a blue aky. After hav1na bad 11, read 1,0 hlm 

by Fleld, he sald, -Maroy oould never h~va glven uttaranoe to 

auoh vl••a. 1 am overwhelmed.- Havlng peraae~ l.t o~8tul.. 

17, our alnlater exolalmed. 'Uy amazement 18 wlthout llmlt. 1 

01 one t1l1nc only 1 am oarta.ln, and thtlt 18 
'.� '\ha" tua 18 the lrreaponslble work of 11.r. M~rcy. The Prea

i4ent oan n.lthar bavo insplrad 01' aano1,loned 11,. • He aleo 

expre.eed hlmsel! as 8gcr1eved at Maroy tor not h~ving support

.4 hll1l in the Blaok \.arrlor mattar. although tbe aeoretary
·1· 

ha4 pr.8oribedtha oourae of actlon which he bad adopted. In

.~ 4184 he .aa 80 dl.$runtled at thla 18.1,881, rebutl that be wleh

.4 1,0 l.ave tbe lega.lon &1. onoe ln Fleld l 8 oharse whlle he 

3ourneye4 1,0 Washlngton ln quest of a per80nal eXplanatlon 01 

Karoy'. reply. Fleld bowever refuaed 1.0 a88ent 1,0 thls reque.t. ll 

The letter 12 Yihlo11 8urprlscd and dlsmayed our aln

l.ter eo was nothlng more or leas than an utter re!)udiatlon ot 

"h, alternatlva proposad by tha Ostend oonteranoe. and a.n 

lnjunotlon 1,0 oont1nue negot.lations for tha !Jurohase of tba 

leland lt tha 8panlards ln power were well dlsposed. Soule 

.a. 1,0 oontlnue protestlng agalnst Spaln1 a monotonoua refu8al 

1,0 grant us satlafact10n tor the 1nsulta aha had heaped upon 

OUl" na1,lon. Maroy pretended to believe tbat the oonferenoe 

had not lntendad 1,0 coerce Spaln lnto a oasalon 01 Cuba 11 

11. Flald. Memorlea ot !!lany ílen und Some v~omen. p. 97. 
12. House Exeoutive 110C. 110, 93. 2nd. Sess. 331"d. Cong •• p. 134. 



purobaae wero lmposalble, and olted In support of hls 1ronl0 

in"'.rprot,atlon tJle expresslons: - Ir Spa1n should reruse tbese 

propositlona of the United 6ta1,88. then t11e (lUest1on \'Jl11 aria8, 

'I~\ ought 1,0. be 1,he courS8 ol the Amerioan Government under 

auoh o1roums1.anoes'-, ana then, -After we ahal1 haya ofrerad 

Spaln a prloe for Cuba lar beyond 11,8 preaant value and 1t ....'l~ .. hav. been reruaed, 1t w111 then be t111&e to oons1der t,he 
i.,·.·.. .._ 

qu••1.1on, I Doo. Cuba in the possesslon ot' Spain sar10usly en

clqer our lnternal peaoe and tba existenoe of our oherlshod Unlon?'

~ The fre.ldent, Uaroy oontinued, oonourred ln thls view. To 

'\ "SU' tha1. s81zure ahould follow a refusal 1.0 sell would lmply 

t \ba' i1. was neo8ssi1.a1.ed by se1f-preservatlon, and that Spaln 

~ ba4, rotuled reparation for past ofrenoes and seourlty for the 

f\¡1.ure, He th8n prooeeded to 8how tba1, fallare to aoquire 

Ou'a .ould not imperl1 1,he exis1,enoe of our governmen1., and 

\bat Spain'. at1.itua•. to~ardB our demande for redreaB waa more 

favorable than In 1.he paste l~wever, Ir Spaln l s pOBaes810n 

.r Ouba over threatened the .üfety of 1,he U~lon. the orlal. 

_ou14 be .et, no doubt, by 1,he dallbera1,e and deolsiva aotlon 

ot the Amerloan people. peralstenoe by Spain in an attitude 

or d.tlano. towards Amerioan demanda tor redresa "Jould l1k8

-ie. re.ult ln the employment 01' foroe. 

In tha same despatoh, Marcy took 18Bue VJltb Soul, 

a. ho had in b18 le1,ter 01' 1,he 27th, t'or not havlng presen1,ed 

1.0 1.he Spanlsb Mlnlster hls oarefully drawn-up pro1,est agalns1, 

Spaln l 8 prooedure in the mutter ot' 1,he Blaok \;arrior. The 

Sooretary ol s1,ata furtllar stated 1,h~t tha honorable rel40val 

01 ott1oers conoemed ln the selzure of 1,ha1, vassel ~ould not 



'e oonai4ered a h1ndrano~ 1,0 the settlement of the d1spute ln 

Ti•• of the off101a1 atatement ot the Mlnlster of For.1gn Af~ 

r~r. that theae ott101a1s had not been removed tor the l~rpose 

Of eya4ing our demanda tor redress. TheS8 lAight be punlsbed 

In N&O'\ber ",ay wh11e those reJlalning 1n tbe s8rvl08 of the 

'paQ~'h Goyernment should be dle1l188a4. Should Spaln thU8 

«,••VO. tbelr aotlon and offer full lndemnlty tor the 10ss and 

injuries suttere4 by Amerloan oltlzens ln the prevlous1y men

'lone4 attair, the Unlted States would aoeept sueh reparat10n. 

O\her oase8 requ1rlng redress were to be pressed. Tbe 

.,..\.!P~.l.h had proposed that a11 disputes pendlng bjtween thelr 

"", oountry and the Unlted Stat8s be settled by a m1xed oommlss1on. 

li 80u1e tla8 lnstruoted to reJeot tbis proposltlon beoaus8 some of 

'he olall1s involved lIIex'e of suoh a natura thu.t thelr arbltrament , 
! ; 

... not oonslstent with natlonal honor. Maroy ooneluded 

with the 01d damand thut the Captaln-General el Cuba be ewpow

.red 1,0 communioate d1reotly witb the Unlted 5tates government
I 

in tbe aatter or redreaslne wrongs suffored by Amer10an oltlzens 

a" the bands of Cuban ott101801s. The ettaot of thls 

4••pateh was 1,0 ~ut Soule practloally ln the sama posltion he 

oooupled llD11ledla'tely alter the Bl800k \JarrloI' flasoo. Ue 

was no turther advanged. ~ who h80d hoped to pose in Madr1d 

as an avenglna Angel. olothed ln the power and maJeaty of t~e. 
h. 

Aaerloan Republle, round hls most eber1Blled porpos1tlone re
~I 

l.' t:.1 

Jeoted and hlmsel! cowpellod to swallow what ~.a.s very near a. 

rebuke. 11, was lntolerable tor u mun of b1s tewpar. Tlle 

418appo1ntment was too great. l~ ~ust lsava tha hataful 

8paA18h oap1tal, the aeone 01' so many bltter mort1tloatlons • 

• i\ 



'ailing 1,0 lnduoe Fleld 1,0 t.ake temporary oharge Of 111s lega•.lo~ 

Wbl1e helnvestlgated ~Jas111ngton'S 1nexpl1oable 0.1,1,1 tuda 1n .:1;¡~ 
aon, Sou1e, who dlstrusted h1s own seoretary too tllorough1y to 

intrust t.he legatlon 1,0 111m, determ1nad 1,0 res1gn. Theretore 

on Deoember 17th, he sent Uaroy h1s formal res1gnat.10n. 13 In 

80 401ng, Soule wrote: ·Your despatcb of the 13th leav1ng me no 

alternatlve but that of oont.1nulng he.1n 1anguld 11llpotenoe or 

~rrenderlng the trust wb1011, ~lth the d1ft1oultles thrown in the 

••y 01 ita exeoutlon. 1 should strlve in va1n 1,0 dlsoharge eltber 

.~~ the ••t!.staot~on of the govenunent or 1,0 my O\'Jn ored1t, you 

.111 not be surprlsed 0.1, the course V/hlch a senae of d1gn1ty has 

oo.pelled me 1,0 adopt.- In v1ew of 0.11 th1s be begged 1,0 be re... 

lleved by tbe end ot the t011o\J1ng January. 

The charge as 1,0 ·l&Ul8uid 114potanoe· \'las not (!u1te cor

reot. He had been t.olu 1,0 press Amer10un o1alms tor reparatlon, 

~d Maroy had pro~18ed tho.t foroe would be used 1f Spa1n proved 

obdurate, but for h1m the ao(!u1s1t10n ot Ouba 'las the oentral, nay 

'\he 80le objeot of 111s m18s10n. Ua hud learned 1,110.1, 1ts purahase 

_a out.pt the quest10n. lIls proposlt10n 1,0 adopt stronger mea.n8 upon 

.Moh he had basad b1s dearest hopes hud been scuthlngly reJeoted. 

Theretore he lost a11 1nterest 1n h1s nerve-rackl1~ post, be11ev

lng rl8htly t.hat he m1ght do more 1,0 accomp11sh b1s dreaJll by pull

~ng wlres in Wash1ngton. 

Deoember 23rd, Soule \.808 able 1,0 state w1t11 mal1010us de

11ght 1n a despatoh 14 1,0 ¡..tarcy that the M1n1ster of Fore1gn Af

fairs had 1n tha Cortea U\'Jl th an empbaa1s fuI of s1gnl!1oanoy re

13. Houe9 Exeo. Doo. Uo. 93, 2nd Deas., 33n\ ~o~., 11. 140. 
14. Ib1d., p. 141. 



repellad the 8Uspiclon tbat the government mlght be 41spoaed 1.0 

pan. wlth 11. (Cuba), by daclaring t11at, in 1ts Judgmant 1.0 part 

With CUba would be 1.0 part wlth tha na1.ional honor, • • Tbe 

dtoJaratlon-, Soule continuad, -W80S coverad with tha trantic 

applau.e Or the as.lstanca ln 1.110 galltu'les, and raoelvad the 

apontan.oua and un41vidad eanotion ot the hou8a,' 

'TbUs wua disposed or, 'conoluded Soule, -ln a ,ingle 

••••10n ot that grave body, the Cortes, what of hope tha United 

8tat8s mlght st1ll retaln of brlnglng their dirticultlea witb 

\bla oountry to a peacaable and triendly adJustment tbrough tha _ 

o•••lon to them ,.r that island.

By January ~\A¡.Soule ~aa gettlng l~pa\lent 1.0 be ott. 
• ... , .... L. .• 

HI reportad 15 1.0 ~oy tba.t the present rulara sho\'4ed no more ln

~lthatlon to attend 1.0 our Just deWWlds than thelr F~dece880r8, 

I.,belr oOlllpunotlon- hBd not been awa.kened 'by tha 800roll1118 argu

Mnt.- Whloh our 1l1nl&ter had be~n lnetruoted 1.0 place ln tbelr . 

~48 nor bad they besn moved by tha Blgn1rlo~nt. suggestlona ot 

\he Pl'e.ldent'a message. They dlaregtU'ded botb and d14 not .ven 

41.turb thams81v8s 1.0 resort 1.0 th~ usubl ·sott words and empty 

proteatatlons U • Soula lougod to be off frola a oourt '..bera -.0 

llt'lo respeot ls pald 1.0 our cow¡try tmd wlloro the opln1on .nter

'\ained ot our wea1wnsa 1& a oCJI18tant enoourugel.l1011t to off'al' U8 

treah and lnd1geat1ble dlaguste,· 

Though Soule spoke \'11 tb 8uoh oonfldenoa reglu·ding the 

lntl'8otabll1ty of tha Spanlsh l.llnlater. he adwltted that sln08 

th. 4ay whan he had 1eft ~1tb th<;¡,t offlolul u oopy of uarcy's por

't,.8~, he had not reoeived ti. word frOll1 11i111 oonoernlne tlla uttltuda 

15. HOuse Exeo, Doo. No. 93, 2nd 6ess •• 33rd. Cong. p. 141. 



or ~r MaJ••tJ1s sover~ent toward the Unlted states, our en

voy declared 1& hls lntent10n not 1.0 leaya h1s post unt11 he had 

l.arned In a free oonferenoe wlth the Span1sh H1nlster Juat 

what was 1,0 be expeoted tor the futura. 

on t,he 13th 01 January, Soule h~Y1ng been suuuuonad by 

'he Spanlsh Mlnlster o! Fore1gn Affa1ro. had an 1nterv1ew w1th 

t ~ ;Latter &1, wh1ch he brought ll1attera 1.0 a cris18. Be took 

,: oooa810n :1.0 Bpeak of the del10ate relatlons preva111ng between 

" thelr respeotlve oountrles and oí the danserous sltuu.t1on whl011 

1,:
i 

alght 4eyalop 1r the pend11l(3 diff1eultles \~ere not specd11y retll

:¡. .4i84. Tbe Bpanish offl01al assured h1w of 1.116 good d181Jos1t10n 

1;,' ot hls government tov¡ard the Un1ted states. and p01nted out 1,0 

~ Soule th&t apa1n had done all that oould be expeoted 01 her by 

otterlll8 1.0 submlt all oontl'ovel'o1eo 1.0 u. m1xed arbltration oom

al••lon. OUr mln1uter raltor~ted that sueh a proposltlon ~puld 

no' be aooeptable beoaus6 mout of the u~ttera at lasue dld not 

t lnvolv. 41ayutabla faota ol' pr1no1ples of doubtful lmport. l. 

oil.4.." ~~~::~t".8tl1110ny of the Unlted Sto.toa wlXlety to r ••Oya all 

oauees tor tuture d1sagreelllents. th81l' 1nstl1uoes 1.0 havo Spa.1n elA

po.er the Captaln-Genera1 of Cuba ~1th a cortuln 1at1tude 1n doa1

108 41reot1y w1th tbe Un1ted states GOVOrrUilent thus uv01d1l10 the 

,b1tterne8s oausad by protraotad negotlat10na w1th d1atant Spaln. 

11I I"eterred aleo 1.0 b1s govel~llmentlB 1neff'ectual efforts 1.0 par

~a4e Her IJaJe8t.y l s 1.0 Jo1n 1t in an attampt to give effloacy 1.0 

\he enforoel!!ent. of the 22nu ul·tlclo 01' tho troaty 01' 1795 whereby 

the two oountrlos had u~I'eel1 to L;1vc tho1r Iuut.ual OOlllllloroe 8011 

the oxtells1on ami favor r;1:1011 the ú.dvuntu.~a 01' both nat lona lule;ht 

16. House Exeo_ Uoo. No. 93, 2nd Seas., 33rd. Cong •• p. 142. 



requlre • He deo1ared rurther that 11, WAS t1me that hls govern

••nt ehou1d know detlnltely what .ere Spa1n l s 1ntentlons. ~ 

a4verted 1,0 hls pp••r1eeenasa ln tha faoe or SpaáiBh preJudlce 

wb10h had para1yzed hls wovewents. In vlew of 8011 th1s he averr

e4 'ha' lt wltb1n tha enaulng rortnlght he had 1101, recolvod suoh 

lntll1latlonn as mlght v/U,rrant the hope or a speedy changa 1n 8paln t s 

_t,t1tude he .ou1d return home ln oI'dar 1,0 mak.e a personal report 1,0 

the Presldent. 17 

Let U8 note in p80aalng 1,h8ot tiLls lnterv1ew w80a he1d on 

~e 13th of January. 80nd th80t Soule h80d al1'eady on the 17th or 

Deoember 8ent in hls reslgnat10n and boked to ba rel1vved by tbe 

.n4 ot January. H1s u1t1wltwa 1.0 tha Spanls11 'Un1ste!' ~¡as 

tbereroro llero1y a ruse whereby he Dl1ght bave obtained sOlllethlng, 

bu' .hloh, a1, any re.te, perwltteu hlW 1.0 retire wltl'l BOUle show or 

4l.sn1ty. However 1,he 5pan18h ortlolal was not 1,0 be lntlmldated. 

Pel'bap. he had lnslde 1ntormatlon. Be tha1, as 11. Ulay, by Janu

Dr1 28th he had no1, c0DU4un1oateli a 81ug1e 1ine 1,0 Sou1e, oon••

quently the 1atter, 1,h& speolt1ed tortnlght havlng expirad, ln

tlted a note18 1,0 the Ulniatel' of l"orelgn Affall'. 1n "Jhloh he 

rehear.84 h18 intorvi.w or tne 13Ul, and. In aocordance wlth hls 

tbreat a.ud tor hls pasaporte He desired a180 tha1, an hour 

bl appointed &1, whioh he llliC11t pay his 10.81, respecta to the 

Que.n. 

In rep1ylng19 to tilla note, 1,he J.11nister mainta1ned 

h18 former attituda, eXp1alnJ.r~ 1,ht\t 1n all Spaln 1 0 ~ota, held 

reprehensible by tlle Uni ted titu.tu~, alle had adhelred 't,o a oourse 

17. HOU8. Exeo. 000. No. 93, 2nd Seas" 33rd. Cong., , 142. 
18. Ibld., p. 144. 
19. Ibld. 



., rl¡14 3ult,loe. she 414 not oona1der that 1,118 honor o! the 

Un1t,e4 5tates had been jeopard1ze4. For these reasons, and 

'eaAUle a11 these d1sputes h1nged on a d1rterenoe 1n the 1n

terpret,at1on 01 lnternat10na1 1aw, he 1ns1sted tbat Spa1n's aug

geat10n ot resort1ng 1,0 an urb1tratlon trlbunal was very reason

abl.. He rejootad the propos1t10n regard1ng the Capta1n-Gan

eral beoausa suoh aot10n y¡ouId be un 111egul delogat10n of the 

aOyare18n power belong1n¿ to the Supremo GovonUllent of the State. 

Ae 1,0 the commero1al conventlon, 5paln d1d not reCuse 1,0 carry 

out th. 22nd. artlole, but reservad Ule rlght 1,0 aPVIy lt 1n ao

oor4 w1th har own Marcant1le 1nteraste. The M1n1atar fUI'thar 

atated that he had n.o otilAr cOUUllunlou.t1ons 1,0 wako 1,0 tIle Un1ted 

states. Howaver as 11, m1ght be lnferred from Soulo's note that 

he was leav1ng be06Use ol not rooe1vlng any oomwun1oat10n dur1ng 

the epeo1fled fortn1ght, 1,0 avo1d 0.11 141sunderstand1ngs, he had 

-rltt8n th1s response. In oompllanoo wlth SouIe1a request, he 

appo1nte4 the hour and the day tor h16 flMl aud1enoo "l1,h the 

Queen and enolosad b1s passport. Tl10re was noth1ng els8 tor 

Soule 1,0 40, but 1,0 leave. Conselluently, at bal! pas1, e1ght 

o'olook or February 1st, be took leave oC lier MaJesty and left 

in the ovon11lB of tbo follo.1ng day tor \~a81l1ngton,20 oloslng 

tbua an ep1sod. unparalalled 1n the anuala of Amor1oan 41plomacy. 

The Os1,end meet1n6, eng1noered as 1t was w1th so muoh 

parada and flour1sh of trul4pets, 21 was, as has been prev10usly 

po1nted out, the oooas1on for creu.t exo1tewent here and abroad. In 

Burope 11, competed w1th tho Gr1Llean \1lU' newa 1n OOWblWllUnc; 1)Ubl1c 

20. Hous. Ex.c. Uoo. No. 93, 2nd otUUh, ;;:ird. Coug., p. 142. 
21. Representut1ve Washburn. AV. Cong. Globo, 2nd Seaa. 33rd. Cong. 

p. 10. 



a~~ention. uany art101es .ere wr1tten 1n tho JJournale of vari

OUI oountrles Itrongly oondemn1ng tho oonferenoe, and denounclng 

a8 tilibuater1ng oertaln letters and addx'esaes whicb had.been 

publ1sbed abroad as Ule ~ork of our foreign representatives. as 
SUOh publ1oat1ona ware attr1butod ln partioular 1,0 Sou1e, and his 

OOnduot� and publ10 utterances wera olasses as very objeotlonable 

and fl11busterlng. On hls return Jounley 1,0 Madr1d, he bad been 

~	 4e1.alned by 1,he Frenob govorlUllont, but \Vas released n1th tUl apology 

upon 1,he demand of our state uepartment.23 'J.'hls 1ncldent stimu':" 

la\ed publi0 lntereet ane\'J so thai. Grey24 \'Jas ablo to stute 1n the 

HoUl8 of Represen1,u.tiveu that no L16111ber of that j>rgan1zatlon could 

pass 1,brough h1e d18tr10t lJithout belng lnterroguted about the ob

Jeat of the conterenoe. üUrloslty ~as almost genúral from une 
F.end of th8� oountry 1,0 tho othor. 2o

So 11, was no 6urprlso whan 1.:1'. SolIera 1ntroducad in the 

1~u8e ot Representatlvas a res01ut1on oa111ng rol' 1nrormat1on re

sar4ing the Ost8nd Confel'onoe and tlle d1plomat1c oorreSfondence .': ' 
. , 

" 
whloh preoeded 11,. Thera had baon no off1c1al statollwnt on that 

loore. Suoh 1nformat1on qs "UD 1,0 be had trow the new6p~pers 

1.4 peop1e� 1,0 ballevo that a meot1ng ho.d beoa hald by somo of our 

mlnistera at Ostond, \'J1 th somo !JU1'1JOS0 01' torrl'tol'1al aggru.ndlze-

Ilent, probC'b1y w1tll l"el'arenca 1,0 CUbb. FOl' tho rest 1t \Vas 

thOUght that Soulo \Vas tha ril1g1eader. 11, was not knO\Ul p08i

~iY.'Y' whethar tila m1nisters bad been ol'dored 1,0 hold tIl1s oon

terence by tbe govenU!lent, 01' bad ucted u.t tha aug[:;8st1on oí' 1,he 

Spanlah M1n1uter. 1Jr. Bayly oi tho OouLl1ttee on l"oro1gn .t\.ffalra 

22. Representativo GI'E)Y, Jl.p. GOllb. Globe. 2nd. Soas., 33rd. Cong. 
p. 10. 

sa. Free. Mesoagtl, 'i\p. voug. Globe, 2nd. :Jasa., 3~5rd Gong. p. 1. 
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••• no' aura 8uch a aeetlng had aotually taken plaoe. However, 

Soul. wa8 dlatrusted at home on acoount of h1s rorelGn blrth and 

tlli~u.terlng eyapatb1es, abroad beoause oí b1s revolutlo~ary an

teoedenta and tendenoles. He Y¡as reputed to be tlle movlrig spl

rlt in thls atralr. Ir the obJeot oí the mmet1ng were unox

.fl'-'lned, Congre8smen thought, wo haould lnour the bad reel1ng and 

~dl.trust oí tor.ign powers. ~e should be auspeoted oí a dlapo

'" .1tlon to aggrand1ze OUI' natlon at the expense of our nelghbors. 
. , 

1,'d088 not eeem to have ocoured to the proponente of th1s reso

lutlon that the revelat10n oí' this lnt'orulU.t1on 141C;ht in 1tsel! 
-

reault 1n war, but lt probably4d ooour to the1l1 that in vlew or 

the ohanged publl0 8ent1ment, \ha 8xposa ~ould dlsoredlt tbe ad

ll1nlstrat10n. F'urthelO, 1t would Illake the purchas6 of Cuba al

aoat lmpOS81ble by lntUrlat1ng Spa.1n. Bealdae, Lr. Sollers ar

tirmed tbe day of seoret dlplomaoy to havo gona byl '¡'he oountry 

.hould be 1ett to Judge or the propriety 01' 1wpro~rlety or the 

8overnment's aouree. Enough members ~vvroved the resolut1on to 

a.cure 1t8 adoptlon and the requ1red doouments were transmltted 

by the presldent, ~uroh 3rd. l8bG. 26 Maroy, we are told, was 

opposeeS to g1ving tbe lnt"onuat1 011 , bud so weloe several promlneJl,t ' 

S••tors • On the other he.nd, the Span1sh ell~as8Y 8ecrat1y work-
: 

•« among the Representut1vas rOl' tila paseago of Sollersls re8olu

tlon. belng eura that Amer10an 8y~patby would be tha1rs ir the 

doouments were publ1s11ed, 27 and so 1t proved 1n faot. A M~ve 

26. Houae Exec. Doc. No. 93, 2nd Sess., 331°d. Cong. p. l. 
27. Dally Delta, lf4ash. corres'pondence, Meh. 9, 1850. 



or 1n41snatlon · •••pt over the oountry. '¡'he Ne. york Evenlng 

, PoI" se branded the UAnl!esto as weak ln 1te r.asonlnga And attro

oloua in 1te recommendatlons. The Tr1bune32 desor1bed lt aa 'the 

Manit••to or tbe brlgands,· As JUlode8 p01nts out 1ts reü,eon1ng8 

.-re ••peola11y lndlgeat1ble to the ~rleved opponents of the 

Kanaa8-Nebraaka 8111. They who were bltterly op~osed to slavery 

.ere a8ke4 to oooperate ln offerlrl.t..~ ona lwndred and twenty ml1l1on 

4011ars to 8paln ln order to prevant the ~anclpatlon ot CUban 

llave. an4 to add one or several slave atutes to the Un10n. Ir 
purcbas. tAlled, l1ves rouat be sDorlfload ln addltlon to gOld,29 

The republloana volcad thelr lndl~n3tlon 1n thalX' party platform 

,r."'lat mllhereln the }.[~anlresto Ml.S donounced as EL 8hlghwayman's 

plea that mlght maltas rlght ••30 '1'11e DGlI100l"a.tlc platfoms ot 

1656 and 1860 d1d not opeU1y defend 1t, but the lattor tavored 

the aoquls1tlon ot Cuba by honorable und juat Itleans at the eur11

est practlcable mOll1ent, and Buohanull \'Jas the DeUlooratl0 Oan(;U,p.ate 

ln 156. 31 

In EurOlje the docwJlont 1I1at wl th general d1aapvroval. 

'l'he London Times wh1ch, U6 ca. Brl t1ah neVJBp~pel", could hard1y hay.• 

questloned the mora11ty oC the prol}Oaed se lzure, wondered at the 

publlclty vlh10h the plan had beul1 G1ven. Henca ttle exc1wnatlon;

·The dlplomaoy ot the Un1ted stutes la cert~1nly a very elngular 

p¡"otesslon. • It furthar atated th~t 5uch u. l'o11cy 1f advocated 

by ona of tho gre~t Europe~l countr108wou14 set tbe whola oontl

28. M&roh 6th, 1856, (luoted Hhodes, li18t. U.S. vol. 11, p.43 
29. Hhodea, lUst. U.5. vol. 11, V. 'l~. . 
~O. berloan Politloa1 Hlat., aohrwton!,~.oodburn 1820-76, p. 131. 
31. ¡bid, p. 138. 
38. March 8th, 1856, quoted «hodes, Ii1st. U.S. vol. 11, p. 43. 



• 

Mil' 1n a blue ¡ or U' serlouely entertalned by the Unlted atat•• 

government would Just1ty ti. deolaratlon or war. Suoh another 

U"gwDent had be.n usad by HUS81a in the eighteanth oentury to vln

410a\. har tnterteranoe in foland. 33 Tbe preced11~ was tha t~. 

ot oonservat1va Buropean o~1nlon as to tha ~anlfesto. Revolu

tlonlsts, oddly anougb, 11kew1so denounoed ~oule fOlO 1l~v1na 8~.4 
, ·~Ú~·.:,:.." 

tbe paper aa reore~t 1,0 \lla eXpeotutlons v~blohthey had' rorsned" 

ngard1ng h1m. Thay llad hoped tor the Unlted Statas's a1d ln 

revolutlonlz1ng Spal11, ln retpn fOI' whlo11 CUba w~s 1.0 be all,wed 

1.0 out har lot \Vltb 1.118 ne\'i SPWlloh� Hepubllc, or wlth tho Amer1

oan� as ahe chose. 'Ehl0 ~an1resto was basad, tht:JY oht.ll'csd, on a� 

34�purely oe1t'lo11 Amer10an standpolnt. 

Tlle Doouwellt, tben, wvt \'11 th \'Ioll-nlgh g\lnarul d1sap

proval. 11. found but few ohtuulJlot1u excavt 1n the rW\KD 

of tha cxtrame Dlavory party. ',¿,'hUI'e \'lao very llttle dlt't"f:trenca 

Of oplnlon as to lta proper 1ntar~retutlon. 'l'ha I'Jew Orleans 

tt.Da1ly Delta8 and tila Naw York ·'l'r1bune· botb understood that 11. 

\Vas advooated that Spa1n be offarod tha altarnb.tlve of sel11ng ua 

Cuba or codlng 1t 1.0 our supoI'lo1' lalght. BtOforts V¡61'e ll1aCla to 

pal116,te 1t llowüver. 11.11 advoc~~te of Bucl1anan's aleotlon polnt""!' 

84 out that 1.110 dootrln.e onuno1ated lnthe l.ianlfesto \)806 not a 

••ltlsh party stratago!4, flor evldonca 01' were t111bustar1ng oupld

1ty, but a oont1nu~tlon oi" the pollcy advaoated by \¡hlg stateamen 

In the past, and by tIla P1úrcd adlJllnlutl"atlou. Evarett, 1t \'las 

attimad, had stated that OUl' lntodlooats 1I11C11t juatU'y an üBsu.wptlon. 

33. Rho4as, Hlst. U.S., vol. 11, p. 41. 
34. Curt1s, Lira of Duol...anall, vol. 11, p. li>61 



on ou part, 01 4ollinlon ovar Cuba, Tl¡18 wa. 14ont.loa1 w11th 10he 

Manir.I1oo'. doo1or1ne of selr-preservatlon, The 8~e wrlter fu~ 

~her ln41Qated' that the publloat1on 01 the document had r ••u1te4 

at 'he 'lae In a oeosat10n of fl1lbuBterlng attempts agalnst Cuba, 

ancl, on the other hand, of acta 01 IlBgre.slon by Cuban authorltles 
35 upon our oomaeroe an4 cltlzans, 

" Tha10 benoflc1a1 r08ult was ut best only tewporary. Who 

oan te11 what might huve hu~pened 11 tLa 1nJunctlons of the Manl

r.eto had been obeyod? A wu.r "J1th Spa1n, resultlne ln tlle ao

qu111t10n 01 CUba, mlght hava resultad In ~ kn1t~'ng 01 North and 

South. 11th the advent of a fr1and11er splr1t, 1nduced 

by coamon patr10tlsm, ttw1r quarrol ml~lt have becn mended and the 

01v1l Dar ~verted. On the otber h&nd, 1t m1Ght have prec1p1tated 

that cont11ct. Yet~rs of unoas1nas8. causad by 1nsurraot10na ln 

\he 1810 "and culm1nnted by tlle Ua1ne d1saster and a ere~l.t IJar, 

mlght hava been avertod, pex"hapo. ami tne oourso 01' our dast1ny ohange4 

out mlght not Franco and England hl:..ve 1ntervened 1111tll d1saetrous 

resulta to our youne repub11o? 

Uodem 111etor1ans huye held up the1r hande ln horror at 

the 1mmorallty 01 the pro}josod se1zure, W1d de¡iOBed th~;.t tha lJub

110 senee of Juat10e wh10h nO\J preVt.1ls \Vould haya 1us1atad upon 

the reoall ot ths mln1stare. OUr ovm t1mes huyo boheld such a 

.••1zure executed \V1 th llJll)U1l1 ty wu1d tha l:i.1JPlaus8 01' hones"t. man. 

Internatlonal morals aro more or leas olaut1c • 

• ho would haya bebeld \'J1th Bcrur~ulou8 l!uuk1uea tho Bol~uro frOLl 

Spa1n ot a fea.l"lu1ly tllBCOvoI'nod 1ulund, a e1'8i.l.t burdeu to har, 

anc1 a conatant manaca to our }loaoo 01 1Jl111d, oountenanoed VJlth 

35. CUrtiD, Lire of Buohanan, vol. 11, p. 136. 



·quanial\y ~ Budten emanolpatlon oC Southern alav88 whl0h meant 

bankrUp\oy tor tIla South, an eternl:l.l s8paok tor thell' own ooun

'ryaen, nay tor the WllOlo natlon, wlthout nearly a proportlonate 

tnonaae In the well-be1ng ot the negro• 
. 

\Ya1viDg however the qU8st10n of the IUOrallty of theaot. 

1.nIotar as Spaln l s rlghts were conoomed, 11, 1& nearly oortaln 

'ha" the nativas as a vJhole dld not wlsh thelr Is1and 1.0 pa.e 

,� into our banda. ¡Jo have sean that tbey dld not como 1,0 the 

ald of fl11bustera. On tha other band, we read, when the Govern-

or-aeneral Concha publlo1y proola1wed martlal la_. and callad 

tor volunt.ere to realst an eX~eoted lnvaslon of fl11busters, 

FeblUary 18th, 1855, there 'las grei.:tt entlluslasm among thc CI).bans 

'.� present apd tJl0 creat Ol'O\'id ruahed fOI·\Jtl.rd as one 14Wl to offel' 

thelr aervlc6s. 36 11. nae1l18 1nevlt~~bl\:j th~t there cun be no 

aympathy betwaen '~10 and Spt\hish Amer10ans as natlonu. 'fhat 

8elf-preservatlon dld 1101, rOllu1re tIla lJUUled1ute sE:lzuro of Cuba 18 

proved by hlstory. As ti m111tary buse in the handa oí the w~a}.t,Span18h 

nat,1on, 1t oonstltuted no Llona.C;G, w1d tLfJ tOl' 1ts I1u.aslrlt.;; ln.to 

other hands, the Uaha.ll1as untl Jw:uulcl;I, \',,01'8 ulroady in tho lJOBSesa1on 

of England und ware ullúoat tU) 1nllJOl"tant strQteclcally. Furtl1er

more, 1n the face 01' Eng110h and French opvoa1 tion, Bo1~ura y:ould 

have be~n lmpo11t10 at tb,at stugo of OUt· dovo1oplJlout. In \1'1e\'1 

ot \beso tacts, lt 1a dlff10ult to adm1t tha exped1encv' of sucb an 

aot a1, that UJJ1e t1"01l1 o. nat101lal 1J01nt 01" v1oVJ. l,lor tha slavorY, 

faotlon, ao has beul1 delJlOnU triJotlHi, 1 t \\ollld h;.¡,vo be0H tAo dls'Llnct 

boon, but, \'fe thl11.k. only tel,lliorarl1y 1u. tho ta.o. of a gl'ow1nc pub

110 88ntlll1ent agu,1nst thu 1natltutlon. of slavory. 

36. New� Orleana Da1ly D~lta, Fab. 19th, 1655. 



l' .ould be dltr1cul1, 1,0 prove, however, that Soule an4 

hl~ ooll.agues dld not believe the 4anger to haya been very real, 

~d i.r ,~,y 414, glven taith, 1n the wl111~~e88 or the natlves, 

an4 in '9'le. or Spa1n l s mlsgovernment and lnsolent outrases upon 

••rloan ooueroe, lt wou14 bardly be talr to 01aS8 tbelr .ugg...... 

t..'~n...a ••••nt.ltLlly 11lWloral, e.ny moro than 1,0 condellm a. et.ate'. 

~~lon When lt deprives a orl.~nal mother ot har ohl1d to save 

I~,fro~ oruel treatment and 1,0 provent 11,8 uprearlng in a ~anner 

o";¡oula\ed 1,0 make 1t a 8courge to 8oo1ety. \~e ulUst reL1ember,
l'
'. 

"turtbermore. in Justloa 1,0 Soula1a wisdom, 1,hat Cuba \Vas afterwards 
l. 

" 

a .ource of lnoessant anxlety 1,0 our governwant "~~arly halt a 

oentury and 11nally the oocaslon for a. bloody \Vas with tlíe eRtaí)

11shment of a striot ;protectol"uto OVul" tilo ln1unl1 as ,\, oll!.1a)(. A 

nnexatlon ln 1855 would lu:.va moaf1t tho eavlr~ of thouaunds o! Ou

ball l1v6a and tIla pravantlon of in!' 11lite 6ufferll\';. It VAJuld 

hava boen an act o! huuw.nity. 

For Soule, tho w:mex<.;.tlo11 oI Culm throu--=h hlf:1 ucency 

Yiou:ld havo mount I~uch. He could not a:)1,1:I;'o to tb~ pn~;.;¡1denoy 

on account of h10 toro101 bh·th, hut llo \jould havo bo~n l...1ea.sod 

1.0 fi;;uro as a PUI'ty amI nut1unul 11~l'o, to bu u 1l1al;,(;;x' ot' f'rcnl

danta. In ,hlltl, \10 bc11cvo, \~ao i.Á 3uul thll'sty 1'01" l... oWGl' and 

glory, 11a \'las na-turully. too, ,~ l;'uu1ou1 auOLlL 1'<.l.111oula, \'lith 

a "love tor conflict. Hel"a \JUS an údventure whlch 6ulted h1a natura Ü 

thoroughly. There \,¡as ln h1l¡l, too, wo bellove, a roul lovo 

for tba Southla.nd \1h1c.:h ltad lJh,.. d~ LiM WQ'lt ho \;~O. lnfluonood 

1.00&, he ooveted Cuba and aocepted tha ul1ss1on to l.ladí:ld ut oon

81derable pOI"BOnal ouorl1'lca '0:1' no othdl' l'e¡;u:.cn than te aohleve 



~-------------
ita oGsslon.a? 11, lB oarta!n thut ba deslred the torclb1e &81.

ure of the 1a1and. lila bu.sty l'8oignat1on ~fter Maroy'a ¡·aJeo

tlon ot the amb1guoU8 manlfasto provea 11,. l~orallty 1n sela

uro? POrlah tbe thougbtl lila vivid 1m~1natlon, fel~ent8d 1n 

t.he pnerous Bunllght ot the fJldl, had mapped out tor tbe Unlted 

S'\atel, a glorlouB o.pott1eshlp 1WIl0ng th~ nat10ns w1th fret'ldo1l1 as 

the goapel.38 He plotured tho Cubans as yearnlng 1,0 oaat off 

the galllng yoke or despotlQ 6paln. 1,0 partlo1pate 1n our glorl

0\1' '"adom. At 1,1\0 suo timo, \'Jo roal aure. nelther he nor 

hls oompanlons 10s1, &1ght ot what unnexat10n would ~8un 1,0 tho 

Demooratl0 party, alo.vodol:l and tbelilsolv~s. 

His proJeot reJocted, and genorally branded as lnfamous. 

Soule oeaood 1.0 be a largo t'lgurCl 1n natlonal po11t1ca. liB had 

111,'\18 lnfluenoe ln tbe oouno11a 01' too nat10n tlu1'1ng lluolHman's 

admlnlstratlon. Tho luttor \~t1fJ not w:u~1ous to x'ooull 1,1'1e 08ten4 

1noldent. 11, waa tho tondency to maL.e Soule the scupe-goat. 

Hle protracted absenoe abl"oe.d llt1d \'Jeakoned l!la grl1J on U16 po

l1tlcal levers. A oorta1n d1struot ~as wanlfost 1n var10us clr

olee. Hls predloaments abroad llad contrlbuted to mal-.e h1m rldl

culoUB 1n the ayes oí a natlon 1,0 \'mou 1.0 be ridiouloua 18 a sln. 

All 1,hls tended 1,0 tha dw1ndllnc 01' Soule in national llUpDrtanoe. 

¡na actlvlty WélS therea!ter oonfinad to looal and sect10nal 1'QU8S. 

1I1e enthu81asm tor the extreme \'Jas 4Wilpened. Soule I 8 doparture trom 

the oourt of Uadr1d marka el turn1rl¿:; l,olnt in h1u cürear. 

37. Now Orlenns Times, ~la.rüh 30th, 1870. 
36. Speeoh by Soule ln Sonata, ¡~u.rch 12th, 1802, La. Book, p. 137. 
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