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Letter from Captain J. Egbert Faraum c¢on-
eorning Oelomel Leckridge.
Nzw-YoBx, Tuesday, April 14, 1837,

- Tothe Editer of the New-York Datly Times:

Str: It is an awkward thing for a soldier to
sound his own praise, or to be forced into & position
where he foels it not only necossary but imperative that
he should defend himself from the asssults of one
who, neither as a soldier nor in social life he can re.
cognize, but one who, through the accident of asso-
clation, kas gained a motoriety that would seem to give
him claims to an authoritasive position. I allude to
Colonel 8. A. Loorsipan, of the Ban Juan River.

This man, this Colonel Looxmipgg, has seen fit to
use that little ¢t brief authority” which he has ns.
sumed, to nssnll me without the least shadow of a
juntiication, without the first particle of a right, and
at a time when be knows too well that distanes alone
shields him from the consequences of his dastardly
Laseness, I uke strong language, but the provoeation
ig stronger. I wish to make & refutation yof the
charges he brings against me, and at the same time
perthit my frionds and the public, by & briof state-
ment of facts concerning my complicity with M-
caraguan affaire, to judge between us,

1 went to Nicaragua for the first time in January,
1888, and, after an arduous campaign, was stricken
down with fever in the following June; 8o sovere was
my illness that Gen. C, C, HorNsBY, who then com-
manded the Occidental Department, insisted on my
roturning to the United States, giving me orders to
report at head-quarters so soon s I rocovered my
health, In acoordance with these orders I left Now-
York City on the 29th of January, per steamer Ttn-
nesgee, and, it not being possible to reach the head-
quarters of the army, I landed at San Juan d‘.’l !'«"Oﬂrea
assuming, at the same time, ay the only ¢ Line “°m'
cer present, tho temporary command of the ¢ re-
cruits” on board. At Punta ArenusI wag mot l_)y 8.
A. LOOKREIDGE, emigration ngcn(;' of the Republic of
Nicaragua, whe, having /iré arrived with a body of
recruits from New-Orleans, had nssm'ned com-m:md
of the River San Juan, He not holdmg raek in the
army, of coursv I could not report to him for duty,
and so I informed him, at the same time requesting
him to reliove me of the command I had assumed.
He said that ho was perfectly willing to comply
with my request; but requested of me in return
that, as & special favor, I would rotain the com,
mand until after the ‘battle of Serapiqui,

1 did go, and continued in the temporary charge of
tho Qompany, until after the reverse of our fortunes
at Castillo, J then proceceded on the Reseue t,

w!or lt.he purposs of meoting the” Tennsssce,
Bk6l we expected to receive those reln.
fiorwmont! YAtRoub which nothing mors ‘ootdd be
dono upon the river. The day of her arrival—she hav
ing failed us in our #Xpectations... Lockmingn informed

Lieutenant Colonel MoDoxaip M
G. B, HiLL and myself (tno o »jor Ertis, Colonel

cerd on the river, and, Mnm“::&y‘?&:”‘:ﬁn‘lom; offi-
without command) that he was about, pmcogd? cors
the river, I replied; as did the other genu:g up
that, a8 nothing could be done until the arrival of the
Texas, and as I had no command, that for the pur-
pose of preparing wy letters for the Uniteq Btates I
should remain at Greytown until that time, Ko ac-
knowledged the position I had tuken, and salq i was
% entirely immaterial.,” That evening we orossed
from Greytown to Punta Arenas, and found that
Looxriper had gone, and that he had not only taken
all the public stores with him, but had also taken the
baggage aud private stores, in fact everything that he
could lny his hands upon! The private stercs, on
which we had intended to mess during tane abssnce of
the boat, were just as much our individual
property, a8 the fact of having purchased them with
private purses could make them, Here, then, we
found ourselves (in company with ive or six officers
of the Recruits, who, disgusted, had refigned, and
whose resignations had been accepied,) without
money, without food, without blankets, 8ans . every-
thing ; no possible communieation with our friends,
and none but enemies, and poor onee at that, around
us. Inthis dilemma, we wore forced te strip our-
gselves and trust to the brackish water that backed
into the lagoons along the bauch, for its scanty sup.
Ply of clama and crabs, for food sufficient to-keep us
from absolute starvation, This continued for severanl
daye, when Col. Kinnay, the last man on earth whom
an officer of Gen. WALEKR'S army had a right tolook
to for aid of any kind, came forward and offered us
his heapitsBty, which we accepted, and were ren.
dered comfortable during the rest of our sojourn,
Had Locrrinaz done nothing more than this—
abandoning, without cause, officers who had every
claim upon him; or the army proper, no gentleman,
who had the least respect for himself, could ever
again cobperate with him ; and, to this conclusion,
we quickly arrived. Xnowing his incompetency forany
command, we, the commissioned officersy appointed
a committes to wait upon any officer of the Nicare
aguan Army who held a commission, for the purposs
of offering to the cldest in dats and rank, the com-
mand which Look81nex had sessumed without au-
thorlty, Col Don Carroe TuoMas, the former Bec.
retary of the Treasury of Niearagua, then present in
Greytown, waited upon us with his commissien of
‘* Colonel Efectivo,” (Colonel in the line,) dated Nov.
24, 1850, and consequently, ke ranking all others
pregent, we preffored him the command of the river,
He accepted it, and we notifed Lockripax, in writ.
ing, of our proceedings. He answered Col, TroXAS,
that, with all due respect to his rank, he would not
give up the commard, us'he was authorized by Gen,
WALEER to rotain it, Col. THoxAS asked to be shown
his autbority, but LocxeIpee maintaining hig posi-
tion, refused to show it, for the very good reason (oot
agsigned by L.) that at that fime, he did not possess
any. Inthe meanlime, we had enlisted &everal re.-
cruits, among them Col, KinnNey himself, who pub-
licly declared his willingness to shoulder a musket
wnder apy other man then LockeIDGE. The Texes
algo arrived with 140 men, accompanied by General
Hoeneny. Tohbim I immedistely reported for quty,
a3 ke had given me my furlough,
He exprocged great pleasure at seelng me, and I re-

counted to him the * story of our wronga" Expect.
ing, ae ke expected, and indeed had every yight ¢o ex-
pect, that he would take the command, I prepared to
go up the river with him, when, lo! and behold !
Major Barowin, who had arrived, +i4 Pancxsa, from
head. quarters a few days previous, served upon him
an order from thence, displacing bim, and resognizing
Col. 8. A. LockRIDGE 88 commander of the 8an.Juan
River! As it is sltghtly unusual for a Qenersl to.take
service under & Colonel, of course Gen. HORNERY Té-
fused to have anything to do with- the affuird thers,
snd declared bis intention of *returning thither,
whence he came ;" but he, a few hours subsequgitly,
informed Col. Looxringx that he should sssend the
river a8 & mere looker-en—whioh he did. Gen; Bénne-
BY, recognizing the respect due to ourselves, vouched
for ug t0 the ofcers of the ship in regard to our pase
sage home, and, mors sorry to leave thanave wounld
have beento stay,-—with a doosut manin comreand,—
we left Greytown for Aspinwall ; there 1earniug that it
wan impossible to reach the head quarters of the army,
we took the only altermative left us, and at home
we have arrived. My intention has becn to essay
the frat opportunity that presented itselt for the

purpose of joining Gen, WALKESR, and that purpose
is :gly deferred, not given up, by loarninﬁ thata man
He

who never did command me, has first s¢d me,
and then preferred charges nst me, -
me with ‘t Intemperance® Well, suppose I were to
admit, (which I do 0t do, by any means,) that at
Greytown, on neutral ground, outside of duty, fresh
from salt pork, hard bread, knes.desp mud, and sn
almoet mutinous army; I did indulge & little too
freely, and do not care £o fall back upon the actions of
others, ad a precedent for my great crime ! Is it at all
probable, that in an 8rmy composed of such materi-
uls as is the army of Nicarsgus, there conld befound,
eondemnation. from any board of officers, were the
faet even half-tray correctly reported? I appeal to
every officer and soldier of the army, who knows me,
here in this City, and elsewhers, if it was ever
charged ; if it was ever shown that I eves wag intox.
icated while on duty, or, more than two or thres
times at most, while in command of a Compaay ?
Col. LocxRinGe charges e with ¢ conduct unbesem-
ing an officer and & gentleman." You who yesd this,
will find bis only grounds for auch a charge,—to wit,
the above related attempt to substitute an oficer,
and a capable man, in the place of one notorious)
ignorant of eval;y detail of military science, n -
ously ignorant of everything else but manual laber:
to)vex aring, coarse, insolent, and not noforiossly
TAve,
Gen.’ C. R, WexAT, than whom & nobler soldier does
.pot live, as well as Cols. Looxriper and AxpEnrsox,
have each testified to my conduct at this battle of
Berapiqui, else, I doubt not, another charge would
have been made against me, That I did my d\_:%
and that I was fortunate, or unfortunate enecagh -
lose the only men who wore killed in that fight,” Gol.
Loorringn has testified to, but be must have learned
1t ftom hearsay, a8 to n:grcertain' Imowledge he-bime
‘self was not under fire through the entire fight.- To:
Gen, WarAr, Col. AnpgrsoN, Col. Titve and Major
DovunLawa¥, LOOKBIDGE may ascribo every psrticle of
credit that he Aags- gained, or is hkel;twsun,’ for
planning the opsrations on the river. It wsethrough
either the negligence or culpable ignorance of Locx-
Binax, that Col. Trrus retired from Castillo, ¥have
the word of Gen, Wagar for it, that Col. Tires is a8
brave a man ns ever trod on Nicaragua soil, I have
the assertion of Cal, Looxsipex for it, *that
to receive reinforoeruents, Col. Tixvs deemed it pru-
dent to tetire,' and did so orderly, and without the
loss of o man."! JYhave my own observations for it
that not one of the resent calumniators of Col. Trrus
dared to wag their tongues to his discredit ynttl after
he was gafe (for them) upon ms{‘oum o Rivas.
In conslusipn T would remark, thal I know it will
be hard to prejudice Gern 'WALEER or HENNINGEKE
t me, they know me; butIam slsg certain
at no stone will be left unturned to effect that ob-
Ject, and should my detractors succeed in the efforly
I shall bo truly concerned, My sympathbies bave ever
been with the cause, and for its support Ihave periled
hea'th and life, and given that period of a young
man's life, most valvatle to him, It would bea son;yt
recompense, when glory is the only pay, and a beli
In the justice of the cause the motive, wero X to
be %ondemned' cfglr r:lﬁésiig IYnglorimam ;ﬁm% under
uch aman as Colonel 8, A. LOOKRY ,
auch a J. EGBERT FARNLH.“
P. §.-Inhurriedly making the above statemen
I neglocted s voryy lmlportsnt fact in connh%cufé‘-
Col, LocERIDGS was the lagr man I ssw ovor ithe side
of the ship 7Zezas, sud noither to Colonoele HALL gr
MaoDoNaLD, Major ELLi8 or myself, diddl}° °'°"“31
word or sign, intimate his approval, or '“p’f"‘éol.
of the course wa had pursued. ~ As in the cage o ¢
Trrus, bo awnited £ive dxl)"‘g to become as ol red
certain departure, befors be dares put an indiguity
upon us. The date of the order, and the ge&ampue
of the Texas, will prove thia. o 8 L




