‘A STEAMBOAT CAPTAIF FAPERIENCE
IN-. NICARAGUA, '

et -

His Acconnt of the Capture of the Lake

. Boats—Sylvanus M. spencer has a Letter

from Commodore V.oderbilis

Captain Buskrs, recen-ly, in command of ona

of the ““Iake boata™ in Nic.mgus, cumo on by tho
Tennesace, Flo went our to Nicarsguain day, 1855,
and served on tho river sud lake toats in the capacity
of deck hond, mate and capain.  Ho confesses hime
self much in love with Nicneagea ard its tode of lifo,
and would eagerly lenve iu the naxh steamer, could
ho procure Huitable arnp nyment from & responsible
source. Ho is darkly emnro+ned, us all aro who lin-
gor long s far South, snd Jooks ag robust and healthy
28 1 hod carrior. In his view, no oane need suffor from
the oholers, fever, or anythivg else in Nicaragua, if
they but repeol the advauces of asguadionte and othoer
stimulating liquord,
_All tho delicacies of Lhe table can ba had in protusoe
abundance, if you only trunsfer an equivaleat {n hard
casi—a commodity, by *be way, supposed to Ule
alightly scarce just now in Gen. WaALker's crmp, and
hence the reputed predowinance there of salt beef and
hard bisouit,

Captain Bunrer took command of the La Firgin,
one of the two lake gteamers, in July last, and had
<chargs of herup to the 27t of December, when she
was captured by the Cos'n Ricnns uuder SreNCER.
The La Virgin, as origioal y buile, was a small ocein
atenmahip, and was sub-equoutly altered to fit her for
tho navigation of Lake Nicarsyun. The distance bo-
tween the mouth of the Sau Juun River and Virgin
Bay—about §0 miles—she usually accomplished in
#ight or nivp hours; the Sww C4-los, tho only other
1ake ateamer, being mush Lgtiter in draft, and greatly
hier superior in 8p od, gen-r.ly pertormed it in about
six hours, During the rairy sewson, which comnmences
in April, luating five or 51< monthy, the lake is for tho
most part ckim ¢ but freguentdy, at ovher periods of
the yorr, violunt winda 8woop ucross it, raising waves
on which the bonrts danve lik- eggshells, Tho Firgin
and Carlos had no srate rooms or regular berth ac-
commodations, though tihey were accwstoraed to steart
off immediztely on the arrival of tho transit paesen-
gors, by duy or night : cots, Lhewever, wore fitted up
on occasion, nud farnisbed epportunity for roposo to
afow, Tho San Carles 1814 boat of H00 nr 600 tons
burden, nbout 185 feer long, and was built in Wil-
mington, Delawars : she is u fuir I>oking craft, not
mulike our North Liver stewmboats in appearsnce,
with a singls smoke stack nna paddlo wheels.

{ The two luke atosmers could by nuvigated a dig-
tance of aome 80 miles down the §wm Juan River, to
tbo Toro Iinpids, and usd to roccive tho through
pnssengers at that point trom the river boats plying
below. Cnptain Bexkre rulates that he arrived at
the Tovo Eapida with his steamer, the I gin, on hig
last Leip dow tho Sau Juan, anout the middle of Do,
camber, snd found there the nmall river boat J. Hog-
den, which took off bis paseengers and froight and
conveyad them to Castilly, returning tho noxt day
with arms snd ammuai ioa for General WALRER,
“This military equipwent, which was atill on board
- tho Vivgin whon taken by tho enemy, Ceptain Bew.
e saya, consisted of two twuivo pound mountain
howitzera : 480 Minid muskets; 100,000 rounds of
cartridge, shells, &e. In adeition there wero somo
thirty demijobns of liquor, und about as many boxes
of clarct,

The littio steamer J. Hogden lay nlongside the Vir-
Fin undfl the #Tth of Decembyr, when a canoo came
up the 1tvor (gent by the Costa Ricans as it after-
wards nppeared) | hiinging information that Mr,
Scoat, Apent of Morcax & :ons, was at Castillo
with feight for the liko steamer. The Hoglen
stoamed vp n8 soon as posaible, and put dowm tho
giver in pursuance of this intelligonce. Abhout 12
o'clock: 0a'tho same day she way observed returning
by thoso of the Virgin, wto howover detected noth-
ing suspicious eirber in ber movements or appoar-
ance, unti! sho aporosched nerer, whon Capt. Buax-
F= statea that ho saw SyLvanus Al SPENGER—B DOY-
tion of wheso his‘ory hus already been set ferth in
the Trutzr—etanding on tho ceck of the Hogder, As
soon a8 the little steawer wus mocred alongside the
Virgin,some 200 Costs Rizans «ho had becn con-
coeled on the Hogden began to form on bowed Cupt,
Burrzn's veescl, honded by Srescen.

Coply Braspn was now addressed by Sponcrr and
Informed ¢hat the six river boats below were in thé
hands of tho Cogta Ricans, apd that of courrs ho
would sce the necepsity of yielding up nis ebcamer
without resistauce,

Coaptain Bosxee, havicg only & mate and ton or
twelve decke hands wirh him, was obliged to submit,
The enamy at once piteted into the demijouns and
bhoxes of clarot, a3 well as what provisiens wero ou
hoprd, to the great dawage and loss of the Commis
garigt of tha ¥ Liberating Avmny.” The arms and
ammunition were subsequently placed in the hold o
the Firgit, in such o manner ag to be oasily exploded,
if in dangcr of rescue,

On the geme dey of the eapture, SpENorn returned
dovm tho river in the Hogden, with ten or twelva mon,
Tor the purpose of bringing un Genernl MogRa, of the
Costs Riean forces, but cume back on the 20th with:
out him. Captain BuNksr was thon orderod toge
steam up on the Férgin, and head for Fort Sin Carlos,
at the mouth of the San Juan, with 8reNcee and his
men on beard, On approacring within u sbort dis-
tance of San Curlos, 60 men wore landed in boats,
with instructions to guin a position 88 ncar the works
a8 poasible, to be ready to actin case the ruzz adopt-
cd for tho Captain of the garrison should fail.

The ¥iryin then proceoded to a point opposito the
fort nrd biew her whistle, which was answered bya
correspording signal from the garrison, and soon
Capt. Creeer came off in u boat with three or four
men, to get his papers, letters, &c. Of courso he was
detained after coming on board, and, as he had but
fiftecn etfcctivo men on shorg, thought it prudent to
gurrender the fort. All of Braxcrr'a forco was now
put on shore, with tho exception of a dozsn men, and
ho returned with thom down the river on the ¥Firgtn,
and afterwards returned with Gen. Moea acd about
A80 men, making the gnrrigon to number not far from

On tas 2d of Janunry the lake stenmer San Carlos
arrived at Fort San Carlos, from Virgin Bay, wich the
‘Transit paseengers, and was immediately taken pos
aession of by o rusc similar to that practiced in the
<ase of the Virgn, The passengers erere subsequent-
1y sent to Greytown without nnnecessary delay or in-
.conveplence. The two luke steamers are understood
to0 bave been employed, since their capture, in plyiug
‘between Vifgin Bay aud the Toro Rapids, conveying
men, ammunition, and provisions to the sllied forcos,
which, at the date of our last advices, were in tho
vicinity of Rivag, At the Turo Ruapids the stesmers
Wirgin and Carlos procurs wood for fuel. When Cap-
dain Bewsor lefy, thoro were at that point about 400
cords of wood roady cut, lying at a distarce of from
2 hundred yards to a quosrier of o nzile from the shoro,
spexorz Informed Captain Boxgen that ho should
procurc catile ard have it all hauled to the shors
rendy at hend for use. ‘

Of the siz river stoamboats seized by the encmy,
-only two, the J. W. Sceit snd Morgan, were in n ger,
wiceable condition. One had been biown up by tho
Costa Ricens, and one or two had sunl, Captain

. ‘BuNkE gays thatnone of the river houts can pass tho
«Castillo rapids nt this season, with tho oxcoption of
tho ater:.viheel hoat called the Regeue, and now in
poraession of Col. Lockeroer and forces. The Rescus
ig of To tons burthen, ard hug an engine of 350 horao.
power, intended for a much larger boat ; her whools
are about eighteen foat in dinmeter, ond it is belioved
she can run over any of the rapids without difficulty.
Af, then, Col. Locksipes and his mcn were abls to
carry a)l beforo them at Port Sqrapiqui, where thelast
intelligerce left them, they could ensily ngeend the
river to San Carlos, The Rogcue i3 largo enough to
carry 200 raen,

" Capt, Bunkrg informs us that ho had frequent op-

portunitiey of secing and conversing with Svrnvanus
M, SrenceR. This individual, it appears, was for o
time in the employ of Mr. S8cotT, agont of Morcan &

Hows, and was finally diecharged, mtuch to his disgatis.

faction. ¥lo then came on to New-Yorkin the Fall of

1556, and called on Commodore VANDERBILT, to whom

ho portrayod in brilliant colors the golden opportunity

then presented, of capturing the lake and river boats

The Commodore listensd with complaisance, and ia

wue time digpatched him with instructions to San

Jose, the capital of Costa Rica, vi¢ Panama. Iere he

conforrad with the officers of that Government, end

Ing witk the expedition down the San Juan Rivor, and

zhe sugponsion of transit travel.

Captoin Bungzr stetes that he read the lotter of
Cummodora Yaxoreniny, avthorizing 8Sraxcsn to
Tepreacnt kim in codporating with the Costa Ricans,
:}nd thet s liberul rorsureration was stipulated there-
i, After tho lnke and river bosts had been oaptur-

ed, ﬁ‘i'micmz told Captein Drsxes that kis oreend

1::; m:;: dnnf, end t'n(ziab o wea frst going to San

VOB, whones he would procend oY ;

Bebbuonn Lo Ly yuv’al m[t)scb‘.."d thx?(}‘;f;,? Yore, It i




