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NICARAGUA NEWS,

Rxyperiences of a Olell Rnulaoer ¥nder Gone
Walbor.
To the Editor of the Nng; York Duily Times:

Knowing the deen interest felt by the putdic at
tho presert time in twatters connocted with Micara-
yun and the movements and probasle succoss of
General WALKER, nnd farther, that your papor thug
far hns given to the public the earilest aud most no-
curnte intormation upon rhege mnatters, { nuve writ-
ton up »n account of my porsonal expericaces and
obtervationin N viragus, whizh I trust will proso
neceptablo to your coluwing, Tho major part of the
MTBIELED S WDponring 1n the public prints have pro~
treded from interested and prejadiced partles, somo
o‘f whoi Lever gaw Niewragua, and from goldiora of
Genorn] W ALEPR, wha, in thoir Zanl for hig interssrs

hava blioded thair “yed to the ronl tucts of the caBe,
or disafected soldlery who have not hesitated to puo
upon ths public the

wWost unyluy N )
fulechoody. lushing and awrocious

I Liwvo not been a soldier upd .
aitbough I bave seen *somo se;:cg??t:a})rvg;;klit
In the cupaolty 1 have filled in Nicaragus—that of
Civ:) Enginesr—I have had ﬂi;ﬁﬁm{;,mﬁf“ -

. _ y-of
familiurizing 1oyself with the couutry tn 4 jog fea-
turos and details, and thoroughly pstiag 1d.self g

to tho prefent position and resoureey of (tonoral
W arLker and tho probable dusting that awarts him oy
hia present strife for dominion over Nicaragua, What
I wish is more particularly to lay bofors your reudeyg.
some of ry experionces acd obsorvations a§ Civil En.
gineer, embrucing an acccunt of hostile nttacks made
upon the corps to which I was attachad, and our
srraits in consequence and ““ hair breadth *seapes” of
which no sccount has boon published. . The dotalls
of buttles fought in Nicarugua during my eojourg
there—although in Bomo of the latter battles a partici-
pant—I shali not cssay to give, ae they havs already
been publisbed in the TiMes with careful and extend,
ed—and X may add-correct minuteness, In sdditton
tom: own experiences, nll T wish to give is a brief
statement of General WALKER's present position in
Nic-ragua, the number and strength of big army—ths
pumber and efficloncy of the allied forces, aad the
probable crowning result of the presont struggle in
that country, :

Ilett New-York in December, 1855, and arrived in
8an Francigco in the month of June eucceeding., In
un Francisco I formed the nequatatance of Captain
BELL, who was getting up & company of recruits to go
Yo Nicaragui, Tbe Captain desired me to accompany
bim to Nicaragus, and promised a position for me in
the engineor corps, under the employ of the Govern-
ment. I accordingly cmbarked with him and his
company--the Iatter numbering sixty thras racrults—
on the Bth of August, on board the steamer Sierrn
Neeos a, for 8an Junn del Sur, 8t which place I arrived
on the 10th of the same month. In the courss of a
few duys I recelved an sppointment as an ussletant
in tho engincer department at Rivas, In this depart-
ment there were ten in all, five in the engineering
corps, and five in the haclenda departuient. Taep
were all young men, and ull gosd jolly fellows, The
baclendns which-thut dopartment were engaged to
gurvey, were som: twenty-five in all, rauglug from
100 to 1,000 acres, 'We wero locatod on the outskirts
of Rivas, at thv Melafao hacivnde. We remained in
quiet porsession of this haclende, pursuing unmo-
leated, our surveys about three weeks, Havingenoagh
toest, . tolerable shelter and tolerable beds, with
prompt puyment for our services, and a liking for
‘good jokesand good aguadiente, to say nothing of
“ the delicious climate, the time paseed very swift and
werry with ue, At thoend of three weeks a friendly
native informed us that a marsuding party of Cha-
moristas were intonding to attack us, We heeded
the warning by sndédling our horses and posting
a strorg guard, About.8 o'clock on the evening of the
day we received tho waming wo auddenly heard the
sound of loud and continued firicg.. Judging from
the direction iroma which the scund procceded we
concluded that it must be an attack on the Azua.
diente Mi)), a mile and a half distant from us, This
mi!l was a large huilding erectod for the manufacture
of sguadiente by CHAMORBE, the leader of the Chamo-
rista party. At t_his timga it wasin the possession of
.Gen, WaALKPR, under the immediate direction of
Mes 8. TErnsrock and Brrrs, who still continued the
manufacture thore of agundiente from which was sup-
plied sll the agundiente used in WALREZR's army,
‘From the number of shots fired we conpluded that
thero must bo & large attacking party, add prepared
ourselves at oncs to leave, Additional celerity was
given to our movements upon receiving saortly aftur-
wards the positive announcment from the maatedor
of the hacienda that a body of soldiers had assembled
in town and were inteuding to artack us. We jump-
ed into our eaddles and took, s it fortunatsly proved
aftcrovarde, the only street that was free from the ad-
vsneing enemy. Proceeding to the beach, some ten
miles below St George's landing, fiuding ourselces
unpursucd wo there encamped during the night.
Mennwhile, to put the attacking party on the wrong
scont, we Jeft two horses saddled on the haciendn
ainong the plantains to give the impression that they
nad been just left there and that we had taken our-

selves to the bushes for concealment,

In the morning, for the purpose of learning what
had been donse by the marauding party, we procseded
to St, George for the purpose of gaining this informs-
tion. On nrriving about a quarter of s mile from the
landing, at & turn in the road, we met a party of lan-
cers, rome forty in number, They at once attempted
to surround us, and wero 50 sure of effacting their ob-
ject that they did not stop to ursling their guns from
their backs, Woe at once put for the beach and they
pusbed after us pell-moll. 8eeing that they were not
geing to get around us as easy as they supposed, they
ups upg their guns and commenced firing at us, but,
luckily, without effect.

wWeo directed our course down the beach towards
vrrgin Bay. Finding that the lancers wers fast gain-
{ng upon us, we were obliged to leavo our horses and
take to the woods, By the aid of the thick bushes we
mansged go effoctually to concesl ourselves that the
enemy were unable to find us, We lay in our oon-
conlment all night., Several times during the night
we henrd them near us, cursing at their ill luck {n
pot finding us, 'Wo expected cvery moment to be
discovered and captured. When morning arrived we
saw nothing, howover, of the enemy, and issued forth
trom our conconimont, and began to look up the river
for a suitable fording place, e met a native and in-
quired who had possession of Virgin Bay, In tho re-
ply of the native we mistook the Jpauish word amigo
(fricnd) fov epamigo, (enemy,) and sapposed, there.
for~, that Virgin was in the possession of the enemy.
At this time we knew that it was daily expected that
tho Costa Ricans would take possession of the Transit,

Owing to this facty and our mistakiog the reply of
tho native, we did not go to Virgin Buy but hesaded
about for the Half-way House, as it is called, located
about midway botween Virgin Bay and San Juan del
Sur. Onour arrival at the Half way House, we wore
informed that General llonnsgry, with the First In-
fantry, bad returned the morning previous to Virgin
Bay, and was then in poessession of tho town,

At tho Half-way House we wero regaled with the
sight and taste of foed, which our stomuachs relished
inwardly after afast of over fiftyhours. We rested hers
about eight hours, which we found vory comforting
after our woarisomé walk of over tweaty miles,
through thickbrusbwooed and cactus hedges, With our
feot irritated and swollon from the attacks of jiggers,
our clotbes and flesh torn by the sharp cactus thorns,
and, having bad no refreshing sleep or food during
the time mentioned, the condition in which we found
ouwrselves was very far from enviable or consoling.
Tor all this, howover, added to the loss of our horses
and surveying instruments, wo wore quite n jolly
party subsequent to our ropast, After resting our-
selves, wo sot out in good spirits for Virgin . Bay.
Upon arriving within about & mile and a half of the
town of Virgin, we observed ahoad of us gome hulf &
dozen natives with guns, From their appenrancs, we
supposed that wrong information had been given to
us, at the Half-way Housoe, a8 to Virgin being in pos-
scssion of Gonern! HoRrNsky, We took to the bushes
for concenlmont, and lay there all night. Iun tho
morning wo ospied a party of Americans cowming
along the road, and ascortained from them that the
original information imparfed to us at tho Walt-way
Houso was corract, and that Gen. Horngny was thon
in Virgin with a forco under his command. Upon
this information wo immedintoly went.to Virgin Bay,
where most of our surplus surveying instruments had
‘bheen previously loft. At Virgin wo found Gen.
Horngay, with about 150 mon, Wo wore furnished
with comfortable quarters, and in compliance with
instructions from the hoad of tho Hacionda departs
mént, entered wpon o sories of survoys We oontin-
ued theso surveys without interruption for two or
three .months, Tho provisions frnished us by tho
Government lackod tho vericty and ample quantity
and solidity of that we had beon accustomed to im
tho States, but stlll as wo were much botter suppliod
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than th regalar soldiers during mosat of thix time, wo

did not .nuch complain, Having complered our sur

woys beto Wwo were ordered ta report curselved at

Gen. WALxze's head.quarters at 8% Gaorg';'. W

remalned at tha latter place ustl Gen. WALRRR

Tooved his head quarters to Rivas Shortly aftar our

arrival at Rivas our engineericg sorp< i disbunded.

The disbandment was ordered bDiciuse Geooral

3 occagion to hruig oursorvices into

Xﬁ&?&aig ?uv(fm, waid hacsiidr, A8 KO XD by our

Pprevious experience, {t, @u8 daagerons r ns o, X-

nd surveys into the couu';'y frowm the lisoility of ut-

arauding partics

hfﬁ;’;ﬁ?pﬁ to menciou haro *hat npan our retnra to

®ivag wo Jenroed from the mon.ador of tna hiclenda

e had previously oceupind and o atunatily vaca-

“.od, that the sound of our lurces’ hiwofs hud senrcely

iieé away before the haciendn # coamplataly g1

4 ounded with n force of ahour theee hundeed hacge.

e, These horgamen tonk reu ntriots lm;dmi- th the

+ jolends, completely blocknding them, and had

71 not been for our good f.rrune io chooding

%¢ hit upon the other atrcet a8 our aveaus

¢foscape, we should nngnestionubly have beea cap-

durad and butchered, Wa were told that their spscial
¢bject was.to waylsy nnd slangh-or ns. supposwg
fhat in our capaciry us enginesrs nnder WaALKR, we
ayore not bnly hiz moar important abettors in the
eroction of barricades and forrifi-atious. hit that we
wrere also giving uway the laads of rhe conalry fio
goldiers and others emigraring ruee, dusseqaentro
the disbanding of the enginerr cor.B rhers was aoth.
Ing spocial to induce me fo contimi- my sojourn in

Nicaragua, My rssouintes i che corps, aithout &
single exception, as ulsn mysolf. sar nriglves about,
getting away as aoon »a possiule W fonnil “nis not-
50 easily offscted ns we frnuained, fFin WALKER ¥a3
not bmi:wm‘d in letting us koowx &t ho considersd
%ii8 claims upon our services had nar tanmn ired. Laa
Jarge arrcors remaining at thiu tiena nnpaid to ui for
our fervices ag anpinesra, with the diseovsry of thy
Lnét that thers was no likelihood of their being squared
ap, formed an {nducswent ®ith @k ko woud farraer
engagoment in the rervice of & wnu who counld no:

ay promptly. The {nanlity to pay wo kuew arose

rom his means haviog been cripoled. fuig.0uch ag wo
were all paid up promptly at ticae.  For mysolf { felt
2o inclination to enter WaLkke's aray, and did nat
slthongh, before gotting my passport acd lewwing
‘Rivas, I fought as volunteer iu two o« three engage.
ments. 1got my passport oo tou 2d of Iast Warch,
and left Rivas on the eame day for 3 Jusa dAst 3ur
Yepving the Iatter place in the sreamer Sier-a Nevada
for Panama, on 1y raturn ag:iin ro ay frieads aud
oy pstive State, Some of my f:lo# vaginaers. 1 ge
fortubatain getting passporrs, skill rem4in in Nica.
ragus. One, who.e disgust und darlug and reiched &
corresponding atti-ude, trind dsisction and wus suc-
ce

@on. Wargen had at Rivas, whea I loft thero, 81
wifective fighting roen, snd 180 wick aud woundad,
Half of the Iatter, in cnse of emergency, wero avie to
bear arms, His cavalry nnwbired @4 men, There

was abundance ofarwms nnd amm.mition,and in cass of
& failure of the lutter, u large au;.,plf of sattpetre,
charoon] snd other ipgredienta and sil tho facilities
Taquisite for the mauufactare of ganpowdor. Tna

ory comprired threv six-pounders, cue Spanish
six-pounder, one 8panish funr-poundsr, two twelve-
pound howitzers, and four six-inch mort.rs,
A stenma engine and machwnery for the mnna.
facture of srmamen’s of wur was put in
the mrsenal department a fr-o diays hefore I left,
8o that there will be no difficilry 1o keoplu% up an ad
cquate luppl{vo! canuon, g:ox. nalls, &c., for any ad
tions Gen. WALKRU uy hwva to his predent com-
mond. As]came away they had commanced making
2123 inch mortar., Tne force under Col. LookRtpar,
on the river, was roported ut Rivas a3 being botweon
1000 and 1560 men. T i# Laro 8stisfed @as an nve.rea-
timate, and that the actusl number of affizlent men un-
der Colonel LooxRIp~E dass nos oxceed 600 amen.

Gen. WALRFRE's whole force, therefore, wnen U lefo
was about 1,500 nuen, all told. 4s for the sympathy
of the native population, ir ia unquudhionedy that it
hag very materially diminisred towards Gen, WaL
xra Binca the burning of Greuada, owing to
the unnecessary dostruorion of proporty at
¢hat time, Eveuts may occur to turn their
sympathy towards (euveral Warkse again It
ja certain that the nllied forces cannot count
on their aid further than ohat results from thoir
erprosyment into their service. Tau rotal allied
forces in the field did not coun. «over 3,000 men when
X left—hnlf of whom wara a5 8t. George snd the other
half on the river, By a statement brought by a cour-
or to San Juan del Surj & foew hours pravious to the
departure of the steamer Sierra Nevada. this force
hnﬁ' been diminished about 500 men in an atrack upon
Rivas. As for the armg and ammunitiva at the com-
mand of the allieg, I ¢can make no positive statement,
1 can 88y this, howuver, that a major part of them do
not know how to use theiwr arms no the best advant.
age, and that* a force of fresh men undor Geueral
WALERR of one.fifth their number would serve com-

lstely to rout them in an open engagernent,

' have stated that I was ac Rivas. General Wat-
xER's headquarters, sorue four months befors leaving
Nicaragua, I never enjoyed better health in my hfe
$han'during my stay there, on this a8 also the previ-
oug ceenaion refurred to.  Rivus is situnted oaa fine
;;ieco of table Iand, and from ity elvvited position

eo from the siclmess to which those living in towns
on the low lands are exposed, Tue houses at Rivas
are mostly one-story high, and built of ndobes, manu-
factured from straw and clay. Those of ang praren-
pions have spacious courts, and are saparately forrifi.
od with extended barricades. General WaLReR oc3u-

ies tho houee formerly occupled hy President Moza.

t is nearly in the centrs of the town.and commande the
hest view of the place, Gen. WaLKkeRis very atfable
to the men under his charge, privates as well ag officers.
fPhe soldiers are dnlled tw.ce a day and generally un-
der bis peraonal supervicion. Only on one occasion
+while I was at Rivus did the General make a formal

ech to his soldiers, Thera was no special oceasion -
calling for the speech, only that ne was apparently
neized with a huwor to speak, and did so. Hsaassured
Yis men that their prospects for the futire wore in his
view eminently encouraging. That they would utti-
rastely vanquish their enemies ne pronounced sure,
and that they would let fling the Nicaragua flag from
+the walls of 8sn Jose and Gustarasla, it @is only
mecessary to be firm in the cause jn which they had
embarked, and wait a fitting time to strike their
blows. He alluded to the occasional desertions, and
attributed it to the fact that rhe men had not enouth
fighting to do to suit thera, He promised that he
would give them plenty of activa service when the
proper time came, He also told »hem that, ke should
Boon bein receipt of all the additional recruits he
wneeded apd an unfailing supply of provisions, and
Iast, but not least, plenty of funds to keep them
promptly paid, .

Altogether, the army at Rivas were in the best of
mpirits when I left, and, excepting a faw who wars
disaffected, expressed a dutermination to stick by
General WarLkrr. The latter and his cfficers wers
full of enthusiusm and hope, The unly essunrial draw-
back was s alight fulling off in the aupp? of provia-
jons snd clothing, bur this was expected to be only
tomporary, The certainty of a **good time comiag,"
-was undoubted, and it was lookest for to arrive speed-
jly, when they would have ull they wanted—men,
money, provisions, and sll the needed sinews of an
offencive war, to vanquish at once their enemies, and
©ostablish themselves glorious victors over a most glo-
rious country. B‘“’&fd up with this expectancy, the
gmore enthusiastic officers and privates I parced with
there, were enjoying themselves and their camp life
hugely ; there were drills aud martial rusic to keep
4he bl’;:od gtirring und give a spur to ambition: there
wvas music and dsncing for pastime; jolly stories and
jolly songs; quiet surolls and quiet reading, and
crownmg sil superb days with a cloudless sky, the
umperature none too wurm, and noane too cold, but a
glorious medium diffusing exultant comfort and
spirits, and such nights, cool, buimy, and inducing to
refreshing repoce,

No intended engagement against the allied forces
by Gen. WALKER'S army wag wlked of before ) came
away. Gen. WALKER i3 wuiting the arrival of an ad-
dition to hia forces, before he intends making any de-
cisive move, His plan of future oporntions I was told
s already marked out, and that the same will be
carried into execution ne 8oon 48 he pets the neadad
.mmeans and men, His immediare advirers have only
been apprifed of this plan. Individually, [ huve great
faith in WaALKER, and tbink he is bound to succeed.
3vhile he fights his battlea under u golden sky I pre.
for, however, to fight my **lifo battle™ uader & sky
wwhere there is more of clouds and less of strife and
Amcertainty. I am moat respectfully yours, &e,,

THEQOORE €. STRYKER,




