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Replies
- “Voloe of Nicaragua.”

o the Editor of the New-York Daily Times:

Sm : 1 have observed, with much regret, 8 com-
munication signed * The Voice of Nicaragua,” in tho
colutons of your paper, in which that energolic writer
oxpatiates; in no mensured terms, upon the courso
pursued by cerlain partics in this City (whom he
designates ** steabont Commzodores”) in regard to
WaLkew's fillibuatering career in Nlearagua.  He
charges them with being the nuthors and cause of
‘the misfortunes and misery attending the persevering
attempts to gubjugate the people of Nicaragun by ex-
termination; their motive being the coveted profita
"arising from the transit route, excited by a spirit of
rivalry, ond the desire of each to monopolize tho
route, at any cost, even at the expense of the blood of
thelr fellow citizens, and to t'he total ruin of the poo-
Plo of that country. He charges them with ** placing
the mere chance of profit in one scale, and the lives of
8,400 human beings (fillibusters who have been sacri.
ficed) in the other, and, with o flip of the pen, the
chance goes down, and the blood ascends in-
the other scale, to ciy to Heaven for ven-
geance!” Ho next charges them, not collectively,
but - individually, with having ¢each in his
tain, ond in opposition to the others, aided and
ahetted WALKER in his career, making his personal
ambition and fatuity subservient to their hopes of
gain; with having carried freo in their stenmers the

theusands for their holocausts ;» with having * used
the telegraph for lying victories ;" with having ** cor- |

supted the sources through which our press draws
mmformation:” with having *¢‘desolated a generous
country (which had granted a right of transit through
#s territory)—rolied back the tide of American pro-
gress there for a dozen years;” and with having
“'pearly embroiled us in a great foreign war."

Now, there are grave and serfous chergeg, I ghould
‘be glnd if they could be rebutted, or oven extenuated,
I think the parties implicated ought to be heard, for
#ian duty they owe to their fellow-citizens in this
eountry, to their suffering fellow-creatures in Central

- America, and to humanity in general, to show juat
cauge (If any they can) why the verdiet of public
opinion against them sbould be reversed.

Many and bitter aro the tears which have been shed
by fond parents who havelost their bold, but erring
sond, on the blood-stained and pestilential fields of
Wiocaragua, whilst aiding the usurper in Lis demoniac
eareer of carnnge and plunder, ove bitter still are
ihe tenrseof the widows and fatherless children, bereft
of their support by thoso heartless speculators in
blood who enticed, csjoled, and led to destruction
many o noble heart worthy of a better fate in a better
oause. And this, too, on pretence of civilizing Cen-
tral America; but who have recklessly victimized
them ss blind instruments in an attempt to subjugate
by tyrunny, oppression, bloodshed, violation and
gpoliation, a country, the inhabitants of which had
proviously regarded the United Btates as their model
Sor jmitation in arts, sciences, legislation and liberty,
and who received every North American as a friend
and brother republican.

" But when your correspondent estimates the losa of
warnen's followers at five thousand four hundred
victims to pestilence, famine and the chancas of war,
why doeshenot pause to enumerate the losses suffered
ty the unfortunate natives of Nicaragua, and the sas-
yifices made by the brave and devoted Costa Ricans in
dofence of their country and their liberty? They,
too, are fellow-creatures, if not feslow-countrymen.

Has he not a word of commiseration for the peacea.
bly-inclined, the industrious and moral inhabitants
of Coata Rica, who, whilst resting their fondest as-
p{mﬁons upon the atars of the great North American
Union, were invaded by American fillibusters, with
the connivance, if not with the express sanction of
the American Government? I say * connivance,” for
it is evident that the United Btates Government could
s easily have put down enlistments for the fillibus-
tering expeditions to Central America, a8 it prevented
-and punished the less reprehensjble attempta to enlist
recruits for the Britieh Army. I repeat, *‘conniv-
ance,” for it is clear that the power which could, but
would not prevent, is justly chargeable not only with
acpnivance in the nefarious act of invasion and spolia-

#fon of & neigbboring and friendly country, but is

en)pable for the consequent bloodshed and misery

bich have ensued.

4 Hear it, ye Senators—hear thia trath divine—
" Pe who allows oppression, shares the erime.”

1o there a condcientious man in this, our great and
glérious Republic, or Europe, who would acquit the
Jate Administration from & charge of blame and
moral responsibility ?

3¢ the Steamboat Commodores’ be guilty, on the
showing of your correspondent, and by the vordict of
o great majority of the people of these United States,
is not the Government equally culpable? Ig nota
man particeps ertminls who, having the power to
prevent a murder, stands by and allows it to be per-
petrated? How much more responsibility must at-
tach to our late Executiva for the erimes,.the spolia.
tions, the bloodshed which have marked the ruthless,
recklcss career of the fillibusters {n Nicaragua! Their
own sufferings from pestilence and famine, ag well as
by bullet and bagonet, and the sufferings they have
1inflicted by the infection of the cholera upon the brave
Costa Ricans, whose only offence is traceable to a
gallant determination to defend, like the Bwiss, their
mountain homes and thelr liberty from foreign inva-
slon,

Itrust, nay, Isam confident, that a more just and
humane policy will animate our present Executive in
regard to this phase of the Contral American ques-
tion. 'We can civilize the people of thosas countries
by the peaceful and profitable intercourss arising
from commercial relations, which now appeer t
tend slmost exclusively to this country. :

Let the bond of mutual interest bind us together,

n
&

rather than we should encourage, sanction or allow, |

guch reckless, unchristian, impelitic and criminal ox,
peditiona to sail from our ports; or, if they should
gucceed, by deception and perjury, in evading the
laws, let us entreat our Government to take meas-
wures, by means of oyr naval forces on the Atlantic
and Pacific coasta of Central America, to prevent
armed men and munitions of war from being landed

from American vesdols.

To allege that WALkER is President of Nicaragua
ishut a sgauow and false pretext for the samblance of
iegulity, with which his friends seek to justify, if pos-
sible, ti:e advent of the .fillibuaters in Nicaragua.
WALXER never was elected by the suffrages of the na-
tives of that country. The alleged votes by ballot
were falso, and hig ina tion a firce. Nor could
any but s native be elevated to that dignity by the
Constitution and laws of the country, Heo usurped
the Presidential chair. He commsnds and governs
(f he still lives) the limited space occupied by the
melancholy remnant of bis followers; whilst the Ro-

ublic still continues to acknowledgo the same Prosi-
sent R1vAs who was recognized by Presidont Pxrror,

For theso reasons, added to the fact of the Transit
route by the river Ban Juan and Lake Nicaragua, from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, belng once more in the
~ hands of an Americon Company, unconnected with
the Bteamboat Commodores, who ropaid the confi-
dence of the Central Americans with ingratitude,
trenchery and injustice, I am induced to hope thata
new era of prosperity is dawning upon those coun-
tries ; that our Government will shield the nativos
from invasion and spoliation whilst it protects the ac-
quired rights of our peacenble speculators; and that
a8 thosge countries are alrendy opened to industrious
forelgnors who uey wish to settle amidst the natives

10 gather their minernl and agricultural riches, that

othermeans than the rifie will be adopted to civilize,

christiamize, nnd Amerioanize, Central America,

. Ieubscribe myself, .
TIE VOICE OF COSTA RICA.

e ——
Gen. Walker’s Posftion and Col. Lockridge’s
Success—A Reply to the ¢ Voice of Nica=~
ragag.’
New-YORrx, Tuesday, March 17, 1837,
T'o the Editor of the New-York Daily Times:

Tn your edition of this date, I notice an article
from “*The Voice of Nicaragua,” and having been for
5 number of years o resident of that State, in which
«¢The Voice ™ informs the public that the ** American
is unable to resist the influence of plague, postilence
and famine,” and though their horrors may have un-
conseiously weakened my powers of observation, still
they are yet of sufficient strength to note the extraor-
dinary geographical knowledge of Nicaragus, and the
Jbappy feculty of jumping at conclustons in its affairs,
pc'g,qessed by him who assumes to beitg ¢ Voiee,”
J've o doubt but thathe is, for woare told that *¢ the
tonguo 8 an unruly rempor," and Nicaragua's must

. Lave becowme exceedingly unmanageable, when he al-
Jows it to describe the localily of the “ Rapids of
Machuca® a9 being & few miics above thoso of ¢ Cas.

“iillo,” on the €an Juan River. Iamafraid her old
eucipy Y Aguadiente " must have been making a re-

.ccnt transit over thie member of her mouth, when
ske permitsitto proslaim the ¢ Tauro Rapids as be-
wog 5 point of great natural strength.” Al this may
e so, Jtwill not dofor Ke-—9uce the recipiout o,

to the Communication of the

Nicaragua's hospitality, (no famine about it, either,),
—to dispute the verncity of its * Voice:” yet I must

8ay, that when I left her soil, only a month siace, the

Machuca rapids were a long twelve miles balow the

*Costillo,” and T'll guarantee thabif the * Voice "

had to foot it through the thicketa from Machuca to

Castillo, ne I did once, he would swear it was a hun-

dred.

The intention which * the Voice” attributes to the
Costa Ricans, of placing s gunbattery at the Tauro,
is vory probable; and im Iy opinfon of their judg-
ment in such matters, wo mny expect to find them
attempting to defend the wealest spot on tho river—
a8 the Tauro cerlainly is. The stream at thal peint
is 80 very wide as to form the long extent of shoal
water which custom hag incorrectly termed a rapid,
The banks are so very low on both sides a8 to require
entthworks of gome importande to resist an assault
from a party landing below for such purpose.

* % The Voice" states that the news recently received
from San Juan came through *fillibuster agents,”
This may be so, But when we find this ropresenta-
tive of Nicarngua rambling sbout in such a funny
manner, on the banks of her principal stream, surely
great allowance should be granted him, when, in hig
wanderings, he leaves his own soil. Therefore (with
a due deference to his veracity still in view) I pre-
sume he was aware that the purser of the Eaglish
steamer Trent is not a confirmed fillibuster, nor is the
editor of the Aspinwall Courier noted for his logal at-
tachment to WarLker and his cause.

But enough of this. Let me add something for the
edification of * The Voice,” in the hope that hereafter
its tone may be improved.

#-The steamer Texas on Feb, 12 wag at San Juan del
Norte, Teady at 8 A, M, for sea, but on the even-
ing previous, a courier came down the river from Col
LocKRIDGE, asking that the Tozas might be detained
until 2 P. M. of the 12th, as he was about to attack
the position of the cnemy at Serapiqui, and conze-
quently desired to forward accounts of the result.
The Texas waited until 3 P. 3., and left without any
further intelligence. At 6 P. L, same day, dispatches
came from LoOKRIDGE. Serapiqui was in his posses-
gion: also o large quantity of rifles, ammunition,
provisions, clothing (‘¢ The Voice™ to the contrary
notwithstanding) and dispatches which Gen. Mora
had sent down that day, to be forwardad into Costa
Rica by the Serapiqui, (the most expeditious route,)
and in which he begged for immediate reinforcoments
and represented his position as very critical, These 1
documents were written some time after ths battle of
Bt, George, and they show conclusively that engage-
ments must have taken placo to change so suddenly
the tenor of his dispatches.

On the 18th the Rescue came to San Juan, bringing
an account of LOOERIDGE'S ascent up the river to Cas-
tillo, where he drove the enemy from their barricade
on tho road below tbe fort. The steamers Seoff and
Mackuca were lying at the foot of the rapids—the

latter on firo, LockRiner's mon made a rush for the
Scott, ¢(which had not yet commenced to burn,) ecut
her fastenings, and the strong current soen carried
her out of harm’s way.

They had, evidently, set firc to the Machuea, think-
ing it” would soon extend to the Scotf. Agto the
boats being smeared with tar and resin, I can only
say that of the former article there had been but one
barrel in the country for months, and that wasat
Punta Arenas after the event described. 8o also with
the reein ; the last importation was used in tho pro-
cess of binding the copper pipes, &c., when engines
were placdd in the Rescue, at Punta Arenas, -

A small foros of the enemy occupied the fort,
which is not larlge enough to hold many, and which
every resident of the country knows is perched ona
high and very steep bill. Through the side ruuning
into the river the rallroad was cut, and such s slice
taken off, that one hundred men could stand uprifht
on the road, entirely out of sight of those in the fort
above, and affording every opportunity to mine under
the hill. In the rear, not two hundred yards distant,
is o hill coutxtletaly commanding this fort, ¢ la Sera-
piqui, with the earthworks still standing which the
English, urder LockE; threw up, and with the small-

_pleces mounted on

boat gups, were able to render the place too warm for
the Spantards, although the latter had five large brass
the walls,
The steamer Scolt was taken in good conditien,
with the exception that one of her engines had a
broken side valve. A new one was being made at Pun-
ta Arenas to replace it. No cannon-shot reached her.,
Her wood-work was only geathed with rifle shota.
The Scott and Wheeler were the twe best boats on
the river, The latter was at firat supposad to have
been blown up by the Costa Ricans, but is ascertained
to have been the ono sunk below 8erapiqui ; and when
she is raised, o matter easily accom ﬁs cd, the most
valuable of the steamers wiﬁ he ready for use,
The Morgun was gomg over the Castillo Rapids when
the Regcuc come in sight below. The Bidw.r, o long
time ago, was towed up tho Serapiqui in a disabled
condition by the enemy.
If ¢ The Voice's" Costa Rican veterans (I expect he
ig one himself—and if he ian't, he ought to be) have
any strong desire to return to Hipps' Puint from their
excurgion in the woods at Serapiqui, they will meet atb
that place a good receplion—a noisy one, at least, 1
« The Voice" knew Col. LockrInge, he would never
have any fears of hig leaving his work uudone, nor as
to his capabilities of carrying out contracts for clear-
ing a dozen such rivers,

No! No! Mr,  Voicg," if yourfriends only left for
a tramp in the woods, intending soon te return, surely
such veterans would have taken with them at least
their blankets, for, T suppose you know, Nicaragus is
& leetle damp, now snd then—rains occasionally,
used to when I wns thore—their pantaloons too: the,
must need them, Perhaps all such things slippe
their memories. . ]
As I happen to bave run over the Castillo Rapids,
in the dead,of night, in this saro aud when
she had nof as much power s8 she has now, I would
not be surprised to learn that Col. Lookzainge did the
same identical thing, And the Costa Rican, sleeping
quietly on board the lake steamer, ot mnchor off
Virgin Bay, or under Ometepe's lee, must not be sur-

rised if, on some fine, quiet nightﬁxe findg the little

escue close alongside, peppering hissides with threo
or four brass pieces. ight make ** The Voice "
grow rather faint, but might all be done, neverthelesa,

As to WALKER's position on the Traneit, I have only
to say that the problem can be solved by the simple
rule of three, for if Warkee, with less than 800 men,
has twice defeated and dispersed two armies of 8,000.
men in fortified cities, bow long willit take hiw to
defeat a force 1,500 strong, with the advantage, this
time, 0" -eing himsclf in the fortress? ‘

WAL acan leave HENNINGSEN in Rivas with 200
men, (bis defence at Granada proves this,) and no

 force the enemy can bring could drive him out, The

balance of bis force ) can be ranged over the whole

Department, gathe forage of all kinls, If the
enonn purm;e,gtheyrg}lgvo oo 4 50 with their fall force,

and all WALKER ssks i8 to get them in the open field,

where no churches or houses offer shelter, and when

this does take placo, the veternn Gean, Cawas will

have another opportunltg to t:i the bottom and
spoed of his horse, as ho did at_the lagt fight on the

transit rosd, when he and hig forco wore driven

through 8an Juan del Sur on the full run, he himself
only escaping from WALKER'S rangers by being bet.

tor mounted.

WaLKER oannot be starved out of the Department
while he holds the city of Rivas, The enemy Wwi
soon ascertain this and will be corapelled to do some-
thing., If they bosieeo HENNINGSEN while WALKER 16
outside, the latter then fulls upon their rear, and
again an open fight is at hand.

Rivas ond its vicinity, according to the last ac-
counts, wag very heplthy : few men have died from
sickness since the headquarters of the'srmy have
been located there, Those who have died were near-
ly all present at the siege of Granada, and suffered
from fta offects.

If the ¢ Voice ' remalns still unsatisfied as to the
truth of LOOKEIDGR'S 8uccess, or WarLker's ability to
majntain his position, let him keep quiet, uniil about
the 19th inst., wheh the Tenncssec’s arrival will solve
my RULE OF THREE.

——
Another Answer.to the Yolce of Nicaragua

PurLADELPHIA, Tuesday, Muarch 17, 18537,
To’the Edttor of the New-York Daily Timeg:

Sir: Though absent from my books and ‘memo-
randa, and having but a few hours to refute a slander
that has probably been for weeks in concoction, I can-
not let a post pass with & rejoinder to the gross mis.
statements and ignorance which your corresponfent,
signing bimeself ‘¢ The Voice of Nicaragua,™ has ¢x-
bibited in his last incendiary appeal, published ip
your paper of this date.

It is clear to nny one who has ever visited Nicara-
gua, that the writer of this ** Voice™ if speaking, not
from personal observation, but on the report of
othere—who are probadly the fountains from which
the malice that jfilters through Lis pen {3 drawn.
It would be absurd to deny that there is'some truth
in theso effusions—just enough to leaven the whole
nass of falsehood, and make it pass current amongst
those who know no better; but when he describes
the Johun Ogden as & ‘¢ mere flat-bottomed szow—top
heavy and drawing only 18 inches of water," any one
who has the least acquaintarce with the subject
treated of will know that he i8 writing of what he hae
never seen. The John Ogden is really one of the finest
stenmers on the river, and draws at least four feet of

ater; It ‘would not be prudent, o a general tisng,
w . .

to croes the Lakoe in her—but not anything like such
a desperate adventure of despairing men 88 your cor-
respondent would make out. During the Summer
wonths of tke ycar, she would be as safe on the Lake
as any of your Fall River floating pulaces on the
Bound. .

I would point out other mistakes as gross as this,
but his charges agninst the ¢ three steamboat Com-
modores,” ¢8 he calls them, are of more importance §
and it fo to the wholly baseless and vindictive char-
acter of these I would call your attention.

In all bis former . lettors against WALKEE, ho mado
at least some show of facts and documents to support
what purporzed to be his argument., But here we
have the bald assertion of an auonymous scribbler on
one ride, and the character of our moat respectable,
wealthy and enterprising merchants on tho othor.
8hall we believe that such gentlemen as CiARLES
Morain, Cornrrivs Vawpeenirt, E. K GARRIBON,
and Mr, (GRORGE Law, have actually been the promo-
ters of the deplorable scenos that have taken place in
Nicaragua, and all from no higher motive thana paltry
demire to injure each other, or advance the price o
tbe stocks in which they were respectively interested
The folly of entertaining such a suspizion ig all the
refutation it required. ’ :

_ Your correspondent, *The Vize,” may have had
—and doubtless had—some treacherous information
of WALKER'S real condition when he wrots the letters
that appeared some four or, five months ago over the
same signature, and which would have been of no im-
portance whatever, but for the answers which gentle-
men of great influence and position on WALKER'S side
saw fit to make to them. But now, when heattempts
to invade the quiet sanctily of commercial speeula-
tion, and wishes it to be understood that he knows
t¢ the sscret history of thic atock-jobbing in American
blood,” snd bholds out n threat that that history, if
published, would implicate these gentlomen—as one
who has boon familiar with all the transactionsfrom
their inception, I hurl back the foul slanderin his
teeth, and dare him to bring forward a single fact or
circumstance to show that either Messrs. VANDER-
BILT, MORGAN or LAw ever infringed the neutrality,
or took any part whatevor in the struggle by which
their interests have suffered—except it was criminal
in them to have done their best for peuce and the best
interests of humanity.

Ag “The Voice" does not give his name, though
repeatedly chalienged, he cannot call on mo for mine,
but I inclose my card for your private information
and assuranco, Meantime, whenever ¢ The Voice"
givos his name to the public, you are at liberty to
publish mine; but until then, let me remain your
obedient servant, IMPARTIAL,




