NICARAGUAN AFTAIRS,

Interesting Correspondenee Between General
Caznean and Senor Fexrer,

The History of Walker’s Expedition—
Execution of Salazar.

S
NEw-York, Saturday, Nov. 29, 1904,

My DEAR Str: Permit me to call your atten-
‘tion to tho anonymous statements which the enemies
of Nicaragua are circulating to prejudice our citizens
ngainst its policy and Government, and to discourage
omigrants from seccking homes on ita beautiful and
productive public domain. )

1 know, from personal observation, that the feading
statements of these irresponsiblo writers sre nnj}xﬂb
perversions of the true history and coudita'e_n Ot‘. Nmr
ragua. ‘Those who are at all conwersant svith its at-
fairs are Batisfied that tho policy of the actual Ge\:-
ernment is cminently progressive and broadly Amc?'
can, but, under such efiorts to mislead public Sf;rm-

,ment, these points may not bo fully understesd by

3 e
Bollf‘lreog mmxﬁ aud honarable part you havs taken
in tho public affairs of yeur couutry, no perzon hore
can be o competent as yourself to pl:lc.e the cause of
Nicaragua in its truo light, a'nd cqrtmn]y 210 gentle-
man is ontitled to higher congideration as reliablo au-

thority.
1 have the honor to

be very sincercly ;yours,
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU.
1iis Excellency Don FEXMIN FERRER,
DON FENMIN FDRRER'S REPLY.
New-Yorx, Saturday, Nov. 20,1856,
My DraR GeNERAL : 1futly respond to the ideus ex-
pressed in your note of this moruing, respecting cer-
tain anonymous individuals whose crimes and mis-

. conduct in Nicaragna had rendered it impossible for

them to remain in that country, and who are now vie-
dictively using the freodom of the American Press, to
present the policy and conditien of my Government
in the most false and odious cclors. Justice to my
country coustrains me to corroct these calumnies by &
simple statement of facts.

When Nicaragus separated <rom Spainin 1521 to
forth au integral portion of the Contral Americancon-
foderation, sho, like her sister States, had the misfor-
tune to fall into a centinuous chain of civil wars. For
thirty-four yoars these struggles wero incessantly
maintained by Gomestic factions, whoso private imter-
ests and ombitions made them deaf te reason und
blind to duty.

The country was distructed Dby the desperate con-
flict of rival cliques and sections, and where, astoo
often happened, the occupant of the Chair of State
was illegally displaced by his opponents, there was
no limit. to the proscription and cxtortien inflicted on
the fallen party by the vietors. Nicaragwa had suf-
fored from these causes to the last point ofenduraunce.
They had destroyed her wealth, ruined her resources,
Jdemoralized her industry, and produced such 2 chros
of conflicting rulers that no party remsined within
her limits capable of consolidating the peace of the
country on a steble and permancnt basis.

The tyrannical administration of President Caa.
A(0RRO had aroused a general movement of resistanco
under the able leadership of Don FraNciso CastiL-
1o¥. These Democrats boldly proclaimed their plan
of regenoration based on the rights of the people to
domestic peace and personal security ; and so well
was it responded to by the masses, thatin avery
short time they had possession of the whole country,
with the single cxception of .the city of Granada and
its preci'iuts. This city, however, was an important
exceptivn, from its fine position en Lake Nicaragua,
and its power to act upon the inter-ocean transit, as
well as the navigable communications with the in-
terior.

While Cmaxorro and his army were confined to
Granada, CABTILLON occupied Leon as the sead of the
Provisional Government ; but the bleeding country
remained as before, in a melancholy state of sufforing
and disorganization.

At this crigis the Democrats resolved to invite the

sons of the great Republic of the North to aid them
in subdulng their discords, and to create the nucleus
of & complete system of regeneration, However re.
Tactantly admitted, and however it may surprise
thoge who are ignorant of the ruinous confusion pro-
duced by a long period of civil dissensions, every cn-
lightened patriot will confess it had become necessary
to adopt very decided measures to wmrest the rapid
decadence of our unhappy county.
' Moved- by these exigencies President CasTiLLON,
supported by the advice and codperation of Don Max.
1ANO0 SALAZAR, General JERFZ, General JoSE (IUERRE-
1o, and othors of his old friends and counselors,
made propositions to General WiLLiaM WALKER to
adopt Nicaragua as his country and come $o her at
the head of a phalanx of brave Americans to assist in
reducing to order the factious disturbersof her peace,
A handsome premium of land, in addition to the
stated pay, was proposed to those voluntecrs who, on
1the conclusion of peace, should desire to remain as
cultivators of the soil,

The Democrats accepted them as brothers, the
children of & common mother—Republican Awerica
—and were ready to share with them the rich abun-
danco of their unoccupied. “erritory, if in the same
loyal spirit they would bLring the ecnterprise—the
capital, the inventive genius and the practical experi-
ence of the North, to develope the latent resources of
Nicaragua.

Don TRINIDAD CAnANOs—then President of ITon.
duras and the friend of Nicaragua—fully participated
jn these views at that time, although he has since
changed his policy.

In obedience to his engagements, Gen. Warnkre
attended by fifty-six brave companions landed at
Brito, in July, 1855; and in union with a small body
of native troops, encountered at Rivas on the 20th of
the same month a force from Granada of three times
their number, After a desperate engagement, in
which the enemy suffered a heavy loss, Gen, WALKe:
marched to I.eon, there to concert with President
CasmiLLoN thelr future line of "operation. At this
critical momen’t Don MARIANO SALAZAR abandoned
his country and her cause and retired to Costa Rica
withhis whele family.

The other Democratic leaders manifested more con-
fidence in the futurc of Nicaragua, and Gen, JosE Ma-
2IA VALLE with his command accompanied Gen,
WALKER on hig returi to the Department of Rivas in
August, Gen. SANTO GUARDIOLA, an exile from Hon-
duras and the enemy of the Democrats, had tuaien
possession of Rivas, and threatened the frecdom of
the inter-ocean transit. Gen. WALKER marched,
threw himself upon the important post of La Virgin,
where he had nu ongagement with GuarDpIOLA, Which,
notwithstanding the superior force of the latter, ended
in his total rout, with the loss of t.vo hundred men,
After this victory Gen. WALKER crossed to SantJuan
del Sur, where the enemy never dared renew the
attack, '

General WaLkrer decided the drama by one bold
movement. Passing suddenly to La Virgin, he em-
barked his forces on board one of the Trausit steam
ers'on the 12th of October, and at daybresk on the
13th he had carried the Plaza of Granada by assault,

General CoreaL fell back on Masaya, and at the in-
stance of the citizens of Granada, the chiefs of the
two parties concluded a treaty of peace on the23d of
the same month, October.

The opposing lcaders, CuaMorRo and CASTILLON
had both died during this protracted struggle, and
this facilitated the formation of » new Government,
composed of men taken from all parties, with the
moderate Don PATRICIO RIVAS at its head.

renoral WALKER was unanimously confirmed by
both parties Commander-in-Chief of the entire mili-
tury force of Nicaragua, with contingent Exccutive
powers in the event of any interruption in the Provi-
sional Government, He had accepted rank and re-
sponsibility as the adopted son of Nicaragua, and
bad fully identified himself with her interests. Tlo
has proved himself brave, disereet, nud capable of
commard. The confidence reposed in him by Nicara-
gua ghould not surprise Americans, with the brilliant

ames of their own MonTGOMERY, STECBEN, and a
1108}2 Oflotl.w)- adopied uus of the Union, who stand

ustrions iiuster. arceiion by the sido of the
ne(‘f’e?m(:g;':lﬁ :n\;l;’ LLllélr‘ncq Minister of War under the
victed ofhigh trc':,xson ;)Lnl?x‘# (l!l:\‘s aft.cr he (;vas C()'Dd"'
confession, uud was exuvouted aeoprdi SI,)O? euﬁ?é}‘{.
law. cording to militury
Ay e S R M et ot
of Gen. WALKER, and he rcpaived - ), O] the triumph
Nicarugua thre’ho WS ‘Yt ar ‘t,l...'\ntuout del:_ly to

Y 1 as well received, und appointed

Governor, of the Westein Dcl’ﬂrtmcng’ ith the T

ofg}ngadlert-}(l}enoml. . with the rank
ALAZAR then presented his clui

money which he gadﬁadvnncclg ctlg xg{;: Igfsﬁ?l%(}xs (il(?\:i.

ernment gixteen months before Gen, WarLxen onmp
to the country, which, with phe additional o?nhitsmc;;‘ :

orbitant charges of intercst, amounted to $18,000,
This sum he cxacted from the inpoverished treasury
of Nicarague in the moments of her greatest distress,

These transactions passed under my own observa-
tion in mycapacity, and the fable of Don Marrino
SALAZAR'S pecuniary sacrifices in favor of Gen,
WarLker and the eaase, i8 a pure invention, like many
other statements which the enemies of my country ace
endeavoring to impose upon the American people.

With the cessation of these internal discords, peace
was rostored te Nicaragua, but the other Govern-
ments of Central Amorica saw, with joalousy and (dis-
may, that the new and vigorous elewonts which had
produced it wvould remain, to consolidate and sus-
tain tbe public prospority., The demagogues who,in
contempt of popular rights, had ruled the counbry as
if it were their own private patrimony, fcm'?d the ex-
ample would spread to the other States, 'and cost
thom theloss of their power., To avoid this, they
leagued together in o savage war on Nicaragua and
her adopted citizens,

The troops of Gesta Rica, under President Mora,
wore the first to invado our territory. They soized
the Tsthimus transit, and entrenghing themselves in
the neighboring city of Rivas, committed ¢very enor-
ity of murder, rapine and conflagration on the de-

fonceless inhabitants, not even sparing the persons |

‘and property of neutral foreigners.

Mistory will declare how hravely tho Costa Ricans |

were repulsed by Genseral WALKER, aud how inglori-

ously President Mora retreated from Rivas, icaving |
his dead unburied, and hig wounded at the mncrcy of

our soldiers,

It is also a matter of history that he wantonly sacri- |

ficed at La Vigen the property and lives of an Ameri-
can citizen, nlthougn they were under the protection
ot the flag of the United States.

When San 8alvador and Guatemala conspired to as-
sail the peace and independence of Niearagua, SArL-
AZAR had the military command »f Leon, and, then,
for the second time, he deserted the cause of his
country at the hour of her greatest danger. Don

PaTrico Rivas bacame involved in this treason by an |

unworthy sentiment of disappointed ambition. e
had observed the growing disposition of the intelli-
gent citizens of Nicaragua to call General WALKER to
the supreme oxecutive power, as the man most com-
setent to direct the ship of State through the storm
crisis of regeneration. To prevent this he united wit,
Sanazar and other factionists in placing the capital
city of Leon in the power of the hostile army which
they had invited within ti:cir lithits to devour the re-
sources of the country and dictate laws to the people
of Nicaragua.

By a most singular gnterposition of Providence,
SAavLAzAR was arrested in the Bay of Fongeca, while
on his way to San Salvador to obtain reinforcements
for the invading army. Documents that fully proved
his treason were captured with him, and he suffered
in Granada the just penalty of his crime.

Let those who condemn the present Government
of Nicaragua decide which have the best claimon
public confidence: those who have faithfully labored
to secure her domestic tranquillity and developument,
and who have valiantly defended her goil and sover-
eignty from forcign invaders—or those who have in-
stigated her enemies to attack these precious rights
with fire and sword.

Nicaragua has triumphantly resisted the tyrannical i

protensions of the other Isthmus States, and ig pre-
pared to sustain.the mest friendly relations with all
other nations, and particularly with those great com-
mercial powers who are so deeply interegted in the
security and independence of her invaluable inter-
oceanic highway. Already a treaty has heen celebrated
with the United States, which, in assuring to your
citizens“the most abselute freedom and security of

person and property, frecly opens to their enterprise

all the magnificent natural resources of our counfry,
and an unbounded ficld of wealth yet to be developed
for the advantage of both Republies.

The masses of Nicaragua, wearied with the losses
and exhaustion of a third of a century of civil wars,

accepl. with satisfaction the policy of the Governmont |

which their suffrages have placed in power, They
perceive in it the elements of stability and advance-
ment which they so much desive, and for which most
of their neighbors sigh in vain. The industrial classes
begin to breathe freely, under a systeun which relieves
them from forced military service, and gives them
space and liberty to cultivate their fortile soil, work
their rich mines, and take a more active part in the
trade and navigation that naturanlly belong to their
favorable position. «A liberal plan of colonization has
beon adopted, and emigration is turning towards the
fertile and healthy region bordering on our beautiful
lakes, Within a year many hundred (perhaps it will
be more correct to say many thousand) familics will
settle upon the public domain, and their skill, capital,
and industry, will give new life and impulse to the
productive encrgies pf the country.

Nicarngua has’ estalJished her policy on the great
principles of American progress, and those only are
enemies who either cannot comprehend them, or have
views in opposition to those interests. -

If she has calumniators on both sides of the Atlan-
tic, she is only in the same condition with the States
of the North and their revolutionary fouunders, and
like them, she must await with patience the more im-
partial verdict of the future.

With distinguished marks of consideration and re-
spect, I remain, Sir, your most obedient scivant,

TERMIN FERRER.

To ITon, WiLn1aM L, CAZNTAT, ‘




