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Keith Read Collection, The University ofGeorgia, Athens. Narciso Lopez to Ambrosio Gonzales. 

N. Orleans, 2 of July of 1851 
Dear D. G.ll reply to your letter of the 23 last No.1 that 1 have just received. In it and by 

what Villaverde2 had read me ofanother one that he also received from you, I see that you have given 
too much importance to the madness and chicanery of J. M. Hz. 3 and the fools who sustain, that is 
who believe they are upholders ofhis fantastic flag: they are only six or seven that they themselves 
have done us the favor of declaring themselves hindrances and leaving us more expeditious. The 
tricksters and the fools have always been a great remora in all types of enterprises, and remora by 
its nature very laborious to eliminate. Although they have tried to give themselves importance by 
vociferating that they are in agreement and correspondence with you and other distinguished Cubans, 
I was careful to let our compatriots and friends here know, exactly the same as you, giving way to 
your indignation, as you now say in your letters; in the end I have looked at this matter in such a way, 
that 1 thought that I should not say a word about it to anyone. 

As I considered you already out ofalembics and refineries, and like I, strong and healthy, to 
undertake the campaign again, is why I told you, and repeated for you to start on your way here. 
Upon giving you such an order, Hernandez and his madness were to me in another world. I was only 
motivated by the interest of the Cuban cause, believing, I repeat; that there would not be the great 
physical impediment that exists,4 after so many days of calm and even of immobility and that you 
would begin your march immediately, I gave the orders there that I believed opportune. Leaving these 
aside, dedicate yourself to reestablishing your health using the time so that you can take part in the 
fight that will occur, at least departing with the second push, if that does not happen, you can be sure 
I will have the same sentiment as that caused by the impossibility found by the other Z. of following 
me now. To the bathsSthen, Mr. D.G., and without thinking in anything else until you receive my next 
letter in which I will manifest what I will want you to do from there. 

When I left you I told you of my resolution that absolutely no one would have further 
intervention in the labors that I would again renew to carry out the enterprise, than those which I 
would directly give to carry out my definite orders, I am surprised then by what you say that you 
wrote to O'S.6 You tell him "that if he had not received orders from me of remitting to me what was 
left after the sale ofthe steamer, to send it to you to help me with a force in those States,7 according 
to your agreement with me before we departed. II My friend, there has not been such an agreement 
nor have I ever thought about that because before that there are other things ofgreater interest, but 

1 Don Gennan was the codename for Ambrosio Jose Gonzales. 

2 Chilo Villaverde. 

3 Jose Manuel Hernandez. fonner Cuban Junta member, who landed with the Lopez expedition in Cardenas. 
Cuba. on 19 May 1850. 

" Ambrosio Jose Gonzales was laid up in coastal Georgia after contracting malaria. 

15 Gonzales went to the baths at White Sulphw- Springs, W. V. 

, John Louis O'Sullivan. 

7 Georgia and Florida. 



even when there had been, are you not aware that with such orders, without my knowledge in our 
actual circumstances ofparticular disorganization, it would suffice to start an uproar ofunconvincing 
and offalse postures that the devil himself would be unable to fix afterward. Such error has had no 
small part in the recent failure and nothing more wise than to accept the experience, if it does not fit 
the axiom that he who leads should create everything to be able to communicate. I therefore 
recommend to you, with anticipation, that you absolutely unite to carry out that which I will entrust 
you, as I have already said, because I cannot rely on your services to depart with me due to the bad 
state of your health. I know that you will say that I am one who sets precepts as you have told me 
on another occasion; but that does not matter to me; I am an old soldier accustomed to command, 
I sincerely like you, and as I know your beautiful qualities of the heart and of the head I infinitely 
lament more a certain small defect that I have spoken to you about many times and which you still 
do not want to correct, so I will continue with my preceptorial subject with you by which I will give 
you a clear proof of my friendship and of my affection, and in consequence I will conclude this 
paragraph recommending that you never forget that he who aspires to command well, it is precise that 
he start learning to strictly obey without allowing for interpretations. 

If you have kept copy of the letter I am answering and look with consideration at the two 
concluding paragraphs, I believe that you will answer them yourself recognizing in one the total lack 
of all good principle in circumstances such as ours, and in the other, an unjust unfounded 
apprehension that denaturalizes my character and does you little favor. My friend, I have in you all 
the confidence that would inspire anyone who knows you as I do, your unblemished honor, and in 
regards to me, I believe that no one with good sense will be able to consider me, not even disposed 
to the miserable vice that you believe to have found in me. 

I conclude by saying that I need that the brother have the men ready as I have ordered him, 
in the manner which I have told him, and that Titus8 do the same with those he is with; that which [... ] 
will be also [tom] in a reserved place and easy to take without great loss of time and that the rest of 
the effects, armament and munitions, be also ready in the same place to be also embarked as they 
should go with us and return to Savannah where the steamer will return to conduct the second 
departure. Especially without losing an hour's time you should find me and send here in the same 
manner, a trustworthy pilot who will conduct me with the steamer to the place where I should find 
everything prepared to fill my object, which place you will tell me with every possible detail, also, in 
the letter that the same pilot will bring me. No more or less than this, and I assure you that everything 
will come out just right. Forget for a moment, ifyou can, your ailments or make the brother act so 
that everything will be done as I have said and as quickly as possible and later heal yourself with great 
care so that you can go to support your friend from the heart 

N[arciso] L[opez] 
Villaverde will go there real soon with my complete instructions, I only hope to know that 

I can count on 4,000 dollars that I still need. 

Translated and annotated by Antonio Rafael de la Cova. 

e Henry Theodore Titus. 
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