[MS 921, 16:11]
No. 9
N[ew] O[rleans] March 28 [1851]

My esteemed D. German: 1 have read your letter of the 21, No. 12, that I should not answer,
because I should not spend the time but on important things and that they may be of use in our actual
situation and that of our committed friends in the island.

Najasa' should have informed you of the real circumstances and of my thoughts and
resolutions. I hope that you have proceeded according to those reports and with what I wrote you
at the same time. Not proceeding thus, my friend, all of your works, no matter how good they are,
will not be any good to us if the moment that I fear with more than enough reason arrives. We strive
here, with that motive, to be timely in the assistance if it is carried out, in spite of my opinion, the
pronunciamiento [military insurrection] in Cuba, and when a sudden departure would not be
necessary, always before the 20 of the next month, on which I have given my word pledging my
honor, to the leaders that we have in the island (who with their associates will be the ones to liberate
her, even though you may not want to see it that way here) with the idea that they stop the already
determined and even sworn to movement in which they gave me a part, and we will gain here some
more time to avoid with our departure the evils that are easily foreseen in such a pronunciamiento,
without a leader who has the respect of all, in a country so full of dangers because of its particular
conditions and for other considerations of great importance for the quick and complete triumph of
the revolution. Now you see that I cannot or should not fail on my promise, so I will keep it even if
I have to go alone. Fortunately we have done some tasks in this city which today almost give me the
security of having the means in which to leave whenever I want to. You, then, informed of this, and
knowing what has been done or what is left to do in N.Y. should tell me: If there is something to go
to in your theater of operations before the 20 of the next month, or if there is no possibility of having
anything ready in that time, so that I can resolve here the best for my purpose, which will be reduced
to finally doing what you went with eagerness to put into practice in that part of the Union before
anything.

I beg you not to lose time in answering me or in talking to me for now of anything not related
to the previous matter.

Yours as always
Nlarciso] Lopez
If General L.% does not believe that he should go with no less than 1,000 men, he should stay.

! Gaspar Betancourt Cisneros.

% General Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar.
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