
[MS 921, 16: 11] 
[New Orleans] 1st ofFebruary [1851] 
[To: Ambrosio Jose Gonzales] 

Last night Dr. Sanders! (your guarantor) was here to see me, who manifested to be very 
surprised and distressed by your departure without his consent. He told me he would have to deliver 
today two thousand dollars because that is what the sheriff said yesterday, when not finding you, he 
went to look for him. To me this must be exaggerated; first because Sanders is not your guarantor 
to keep you in this city, but so that you appear in due time to be tried and 2nd because having I told 
Sigur when he came to tea, he told me that you had departed well and that Sanders should not worry 
about it. Anyway it is I am afraid that Dr., from what I have seen, is scared of anything, will send you 
when you least expect it a telegraphic despatch so that you return immediately, which despatch you 
should disregard, because I will be careful of telling you in particular to come or stay there in your 
labors which is convenient to all. 

I have just received the letters from the Ysabel; not one word about money in any except in 
the one ofM} who tells me that on the next steamer he will send me some news which could be very 
good ifhe was sure that all ofhis offers were accomplished, that the result will tell. He also tells me 
that finally the Cuban4 found a way of sending his pal in N.¥. the jewels and the duplicate of the 
3,000 dollars from Camagtiey, knowing from the last letters that he had not yet received the principal. 
We thus have an explanation for the trip ofNajasa,5 as I had sustained here with the doubts that you 
will remember. 

According to the other letters, I am going to tell you the curious and magnificent summary 
that I derive from two of the men, that we have there ready for the independence campaign, armed 
and committed, under the orders ofdifferent leaders and officials. 

In Havana and its suburbs including RegIa and Guanabacoa 5,800 
In the immediate area to a distance of five leagues 2,550 
In Vuelta de Abajo 3,000 
In Matanzas all cavalry 800 
From P[uerto] P[rincipe] to Cienfuegos .l..@ 

13,800 
I'm not aware ofanything from [Puerto] Principe to [Santiago de] Cuba so that I could add 

to the previous summary for not having received one letter from those parts; but you already know 
the previous news that I have ofthe brilliant state ofopinion in that land; ifwe also take into account 
the always increasing favorable disposition of the garrison, we should not doubt what the Yankee6 

tells me in his letter "My general, believe me, ifyou are able to give a blow upon your arrival, your 

1 New Orleans Physician A. 1. SalUlders. 

2 Attomey Laurent J. Sigur, editor of the New Orleans Delta. Narciso Lopez was living in his home. 

3 Venezuelan Consul in Havana Manuel Muftoz Castro, alias Catuche, the nephew of Narciso Lopez. 

4 Manuel Rodtiguez Mena. 

5 Pseudonym of Gaspar Betancourt Cisneros, editor of La Verdad in New York City. 

S John Sidney Thrasher, American living in Havana, editor of El Faro Industrial. 



march toward this city will be in triumph." 
Do not jump or get rattled with joy, work toward realizing the triumphant march, and write 

relentlessly from afar although it is burdensome everything characteristic of the motherland Cuba 
N[arciso] L[opez] 

M. says that the small pictures are plenty and that they run from hand to hand with enthusiasm 
and daring. 

[Envelope postmarked] New Orleans, La., Feb 1 
John Lama Esq. 7 

Savannah 
For D. German [pseudonym ofAmbrosio Jose Gonzales] 
The men are ready 

Translated and annotated by Antonio Rafael de la Cova. 

7 John Lama was a French merchant who migrated to Savannah in 1843. 
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