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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 5 REPORT 
l No. 200. 

'. 

KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

2, 1856.-" Ordered, That it be refcnce! to t,hc Committec of Elections, and printed; 
and that leave bc gh'en to the minority of said committee to submit a report at any 
tim" within ten days, and to take additiona~ testimony; and when submitted, that the 

be referred to the Committee of Elections, and printed." 

Mr. HOWARD, &o~the Select Committee, made the following
'.. , . 


~ ', . 
 REPORT. 

JU.Ul\V"A""I OLIVER submitted the views of the minority, herewith 
printed.] 

Special Committee appointed to investigate the troubles in the Ter
of Kansas, having pe:lfoTmed the d¥ties required by the House, 

to submit the following report: 

A copy of the testimony has been made and arranged; not accord
to the order in which it was taken, but so as to present as clearly 

88 possible a consecutive history of events in the Territory from its 
organization to the 19th day of March, A. D. 1856. 

'fhis copy and the original, with copies of the census rolls and the 
poll-books of all the elections, are herewith submitted. 

Your committee deem it their duty to state, as briefly as possible, 
the principal facts proven before them. vVhen the act to organize the 

'. ry of Kansas was passed on the SOth of May, 1854, the greater 
of its eastern border was included in Indian reservations not 

for settlements, and there were but few white settlers in any 
cnn?t,;on of the Territory. Its Indian population was rapidly decreas

while many emigrants from different parts of our country were 
llanxiously waiting the extinction of the Indian title, and the establish

of a Territorial government, to seek new homes on its fertile 
It cannot be doubted that if its condition as a free Terri

had been left undisturbed by Congress, its settlement would 
been rapid, peaceful, and prosperous. Its climate, its soil, and 

access to the older settlements, would have made it the 
course for the tide of emigration constantly flowing to the 

est, and by this time it would have been admitted into the Union 
8 free State, without the least sectional excitement. If so organ

none but the kindest feelings could have existed between its 
-~---- and those of the adjoining State. Their mutual interests and 
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SQUATrER MEETrNGS .-B['Rl\ING OF OAnEY'S HOUSE, BY S. J. JONES.

RonJUNG OF REY. PARDON BUTLER.-RonnrNI; OF PJlILLIPS, AND HOMr

CCDl, OF CLAltK.-H(liI!ICfl)l; OF COLLr:\:s.-Sr;rZUHl:: OF BALLOT-DOX AT 

LEAVENWORTII, DECEMBER 15, 1855.-1HuRDER OF R. P. BROWN.

SUNDRY ARREST3.-ZrMMER:lIAN AT ATCHISON.-REEDElt'S LETTERS. 


JOHN A. -VVAKEFIELD called and sworn. 

I came into the Territory in July, 1854, from Iowa, and settled 

ahout six miles west of this on the California roa<l in the second dis

trict and have resided there ever since. We undertook to have squat

ter meetings to pass by-laws for the government of citizens in holding 

their claims. At those meetings we were met by the people of Mis

souri. A meeting held late in July or firflt of August, 1854, was or

ganized by electing myself president, and S. N. vVood secretary of the 

meeting, and it was held on Judge Miller's claim, on what was then 

called" Backbone Rielge." The first meeting proved a failure on ac

count of those men wishing to vote. We adjournell the meeting for 

a few days, I think for two clays. Vve came; the Missourians were 

there, and claim cd to take a part and did take a part in the meeting. 

The actual settlers were clissatisfied. with this and adjourned from 

Thursday to meet on the Saturday following. After the Missourians 
left the ground the citizens re-assembled on the same day, and then 
passed a code of by-laws for the government of claims and elected 
officers, what was termed a chief justice, a marshal, and a register of 
claims. Some few weeks after a notice was given of a new meeting, 

. at the same place, to adopt amendments to their by-laws. When we 
assembled in the morning, ott the ground, we founel between one and 
two hundred men there from Missouri. Myself being the presiding 
officer, I called the meeting to order. The Missourians presented 
themselves to vote. I then rose, made a slLOrt speech and told them 
t.hat none but actual settlers of the 'l'erritory would be allowed to vote 
at that meeting. 'rhe meeting then was addressed in a very lengthy 
and infiamatory speech by a man from the State of Missouri, of the 
name of Dunham, claiming that the Missourians had a right to vote 
at that meeting. He was followed in a short speech by a lVIr. Lyon, 
a citizen of the Territory. A Dr. Lykins, of Kansas city, then spoke, 
claiming the right to vote there. I then t.ook the privilege of respond
ing to Dr. Lykins myself, in a speech, denying the right of Missoll
rians to vote. 'l'his protlnced vcry great excit.emcnt. A man by the 
name of McGee, from near Westport, Missouri, ma(le gestures with 
his fist towards me, and cried out (;Beware what you are doing." At 
this time there was a great deal of shoving and pushing, and such 
excitement as appeared likely to lead to blows. A gentleman there, 
whose name I,cannot call to mind, but he claimed to be from Louisi
ana, sent me a note, that he wished to address the meeting. I then 
gave orders for them to open the way and let the gentleman come for-. 
ward, which, after some difficulty was done. He went on to make a I 
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.speech to quell the excitement, and recommended a committee of con

ference of the settlers and the Missourians to try tok ake a compro

mise. A resolut.ion was then adopted raising tl~at1o~~mittee of con

ference, which committee took the by-laws we had dopted at the first 

meeting < nd went out. They came back and rep ' rted the by-laws to 

the some amendmcnts to them, a d all Yoted, of both
Jllee~'{g with 
parties, for'its adoption, except some of the act luI settlers. A minor

ity reyort w~then made by the actual set.tle and was concurred in, 

.all voting for' t. 'l'hat was the end of the leetings concerning the 

rules and regu .ations for the government 0 claims. 


\, • JO N A. WAKEFIELD. 
LAWRENCE, K. \ lIfay 10,1856. 

Oonstitution of the ~awa1'e Squatt}?' Association, embracing all the 

laws passed by tlte dffferent Sqllo,lter 111eetings from June 10, to De

cember 2, 1854. 


Constitution of the Del~a e quatterAssocill.tion, upon thE) Dela
ware lands ceded to theUrl'it States, by the ·Delaware Indians, in 

the Territory of Kansas: 


ARTICLE 1. This associatio II be known by the name of the 

"Kansas Delaware ~quatter :As~.ation," and by such name shall be 

.able to hold a court for the rial II difficulties, growing out of the 

.settlemtl>nt of the public I nds 't'n said district, in regard to its 

occupancy. 

ARTICLE II. The office of the as 0 ·ation shall be a president and 

-two associate judges, a secretary, tr~'ls reI' and marshal, who shall 

be elected annually frol · among the act~ua settlers upon said lands. 


ARTICLE III. The pI' sident, by virtue f is office, shall be chief jus

tice of the squatters' court; he shall p seat all meetings of the 

association, and be j dge of the first judic {l district. 


ARTICLE IV. The associate justices shalh e judges of and reside 

within the dif:ltrict, hich shall be assignccl tlh&n by the asspciation. 


ARTICLE V. The resident and associatejudg~s'l\hl111 each respectively 

be competent to y and determine all causes\ to. them submitted for 

trial. 


ARTICLE VI. r he said president and associate\ i\stices shall have 

power to appoi t their own clerks and sheriffs, ~'ij remove them at 

pleasure. 


ARTICLE VI . The said clerks and sherifts so app 

form all and ~ingular the duties, and be entitled to 

.compensatio~as the clerks and sheriffs would be for l\ke services in 

the district curts of the United States for Territories. 


A~TI~LE V II. The president shall preside at all mee~gs of the 

.aSSOClat1On. 


ARTICLE IX. The secretary shall keep a correct record of all the pro
oCeedings of the association' in a book kept /{or th1lt purpose, which 

:'(6haU be open ; for inspection at all times ~.li and in a book kept for the 
'purpose, keep It record of all claims which: shall be made in accordance 

H ..... 
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night, but I do not know certainly about that. I was up when they 
started, but did not go with them. There was a call for all who had 
guns to go, and I did not consider myself called upon to go, as I had 
no guns. I had two revolvers, but there were other reasons why some 
of 11 S did not go. I should think about fifteen went. I noticed them 
first particularly; they were on foot, and were armed with their guns, 
and some had revolvers and Imives, and one or two young men had 
small pistols . The understanding when they left was that they were 
<roing to rescue Sparks. Sparltfl had left, some fifteen minutes or half 
~n hour before they started [vI' him, for home. I think two of Mr. 
Sparks ' s sons and Mr. Tritt went with Sparks, when he left. I think 
1\1r. Sparks had a double-barrelled gun, but I do not think the rest 
were armed, though I am not positive about that. I do not know 
that any of the pro-slavery party were up there before the election 
was over, but two came up aftcr the election was over. J think there 
was no interruption by the pro-slavery party to the election while it 
was going on, except what I have stated about a party Ilaving come 
up near the polls, about thirty or forty in number, and their officer 
ordered them to charge, when some of our party went out, but they 
did not do so. 

To Mr. Sherman: 
The election was not held here, in Leavenworth city, because the 

.hn~iness men of this place were afraid if it was held here it would 
result in bloodshed and the destruction of property, and that was the 
O'eneral impress ion. It was feared that it would result in a general 
~iot. It was expected by the citizens that the opposing force would 
consist of citizens of this town and froIll Missouri . r 


'fo Mr. Oliver: 
I cannot say that I know of any :Missourians who tlneatenell to inA 

terfere with this election. 
.J. C, GREEN. 


LEAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., .!1fa,y lfi, 1856. 


DAVID Bnow~ called and sworn, 

I came into t.he Territory about the middle of September, 18[;4. 1. 

.am no relati on to Mr. R. P. Drown. I lived about three miles north·· 

west from here, in Salt Creek valley. R. P. Drown lived upon a 

claim west of me, adjoining mine, some GOO yards from where I lived, 

upon another man 's claim of the name of l\:IcCI'ea, and live<1. in the 

cabin of McCrea. I understood there was some parfnersllip in regard 

to the living on the claim . l\lr. Drown had a wife, and a little girl 

somo two and a half cars old livin O' with him. J was at the house 

some ree 01' our ours :tel' rown was )l'onght home. I was the 

first man who was sent for. About 12 o'clock at night a messenger 

C8.me to me to come to this place to get a doctor. I did not get any 

oue to go ont., uut. spoke to one, who promised t.o come. The one woo 


-' 
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for a time to tell them. They insisted, and I told them one portion 
of my business, which was to go and see a Mr. Dawson, a pro-slaver 
man to get some money he owed me. That did not seem to satisfy 
theI~ altogether, and they asked me if I was going to the elec tion to 
vote. I told them I thought probably I 'would go to the polls. I said 
I did not know whether I should vote or not. Two of them, who 
seemed to be the most forward of th em, separated-one taking my 
horse by the bridle, and the other went back in the grocery where I was 
stopped , some two mil es this side of Easton, where these Rangers were 
stationed . The one who went to the grocery was named McAleary, 
and th e oth er was named Hubbard. Hubbard flourished a little pistol 
around, which he said sometimes silenced abolitionists. Mr. Mc
Aleary, after he returned from the grocery, told me I could pass on, 
and I did so, and went to the election after having collected the money 
of Mr . Dawson, and then returned back a nd stopped with the Kickapoo 
Rangers, voluntarily, at the grocery. They inquired if! had been to 
the election. I told them I had. 'fheyasked me who were sitting as 
judgcs of the election. I told them I did not know them . '1'hey said 
they were going up to take the ballot-box. I told them they had not 
force enough to do that; that, ill the first place, there was 112 kallot
box i that the votin ~ was done in a man' s hat. '1ih cy said they would 
go and take the ha. I said t hey could not do that, for there were 
about sixt mcn there who I believed were able to and wonl<1 de" • 
t e )a ot- ox . t len e t t em an went lOme. '1'his MeAleary 
did most of the talking with me. I did not know this Hubbard , and 
may have mistaken nis name. I did not see Dunn that day. I 
shouln think this com an of Kicka 00 Ran ers consisted of about 
twent -five when I was sto e Olll out. len I carne back, I 
should think there were on ytwe ve or teen of them. On my return 
some of them appeared to be intoxicated, but none, I think, when I 
went out. 

After Brown died, I came t.o town to get a shroud and a coffin made, 
and on my way back I mflt this Dunn coming towards the town. 
Just after I got back to where Brown's body was, a man who was 
working for Merrill Smith came in, and said that a Mr. Harvey had 
sent him to forbid me or anyone else t(1uching the body till a cor
oner's inquest could be held over it. I therefore left him until that 
night at candle-lighting, when the same messenger came back and 
told me Mr. Harvey had declined acting in the matter, as he could 
not get enough to come with him. I then helped to dress the body, 
and it'was buried the next day. 

To Mr. Howard: 

I came from E as t Tennessee to Minnesota Territory, and then here. 
DAVID BROWN. 

LEAVENWORTH OITY, K . T., May 15,1856. 
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M. P. RrvELY calle<1 and sworn. 

.I reside at Salt creek , three mil es west of this place, and keep store 
there. I was near Easton on the 18th of January, 1856. I first saw 
Mr. R. P. Brown near Easton on that day, with a number of men with 
him, whose names I do not recollect . He was walking, but I do not 
:recollect whether by his wagon or not. As t.hat was some time ago, 
I do not recollect much that took place; not much took pl ace while I 
was there. Some men had him, but I don't know whether they were 
Kickapoo Rangers or not. They had him at E as ton, after they took 
him in Dawson's store, where ther kept h im. 1 t houg ht 1would be 
brought up here to testify III relatIOn to t he elections, and not in re
gard to any little difficulties that have occurred in the rrerritory. I 
did not come up here to give any testimony about anything bnt elec
tions . 

[Mr . Howard staten to the witness the object of the examination, 
and read to him t.he authority given to the committee by the House of 
Represen tati \'es. ] 

By Mr. Sherman: 
Q. Will true answers to questions as to what was done that day by 

the persons you have spoken of to R. P. Brown, tend to criminate you 
personally? 

A. Upon due reflection, I think they might in some slight deg ree. 

By Mr. Howard: 
Q. What persons were there of Mr. Brown 's party? 
A. I am acquainted with but one of them-a MI' . Adams, I think, a 

surveyor. The rest I do not kn ow, and don't think 'I should know 
any of them now , except a Mr. Green. There were some six others, I 
think, besides those two. 

Q. Did you see Brown's party before they got to Easton? 
A. I saw hill party, and suppose Brown was with them, though I 

did not see him, some five or six miles this side of Easton. 
They had a wagon with them , but I do not kn ow wh ether th ey had 

just gotout of it or not . A Frenchman named Jarcau , I think, was 
drivin g. When the wago ns met, I ihink there were of our party a 
man named Oapt. J ohn W. Martin , of Kickapoo ; a Mr. Gibson, who, 
I think, lived at Kickapoo at that time, but I don't know where he 
lives now, though I have seen him at Kickapoo and at Weston within 
the last three weeks. Oharles Dunn was not with us wh en the two 
parti es met, but joined us at Easton in the afternoon . A J"lr. D. A. 
N. Grover, now member of the council, and brother to the district at 
torney, was there. Mr. Sharp was there from Kickapoo. Dr . Harris, 
frpm near Kickapoo, was there. Mr. Adkins was there; I do not know 
h.s first name, nor where he lives. I think that is about all I can re
~ll~ct. I should think there were about twelve or fifteen of our art 
I thInk Brown s nartv conslste o ' -- - --- 

were on horseback, but 

ough they may h ave had. 
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us, and behind them as we came up. Gibson was of that party, but 
I do not recollect whether he was on horseback or on foot. So far as 
I recollect., there were not three wagons in our party; but I am not so 
confident as I was about there not being four, though I have no idea 
that there was that many in our party) and I do not recollect our hav
ing any four-horse or mille team. I am not positive that there were 
not f well ty men in 011 r art. 1'her8 ma' have been more than 
two \TO (II' 1 teell, ut t mt IS as near as can recol cct . I would not 
like to say, lIpon my oath, there wore 1I0t thirt.y ; but illY impression is 
that there were not. Mr. Sharp, who was with us at Easton, was on 
the grand jlll'Y when I was. 1'here might have been others of our 
party 0n that day on the grand jury, uut I recollect. of none but Sharp 
and myself. Deputy Marf/hal McMeekin sllmmoned us to serve on the 
grand jnry. I am not sure he was not at Easton that day. He lives 
in this oi t.y. I do not recollect whether t.lIe judges of the illegal elee· 
tion on the 17th of January last have been indicted or not. There 
has been some inquiry, I believe. 'There have been indietments 
found against those who acted as judges on the election of the adop
tion of t he Rtate constitution. ] know our utmost endeavors were made 
to find out who acted as judges and clerks on the 17th of January last, 

and at all the bogus elections held by the abolitionists here; but I do 
not recollect whether or not their names have ever been lound out. 
We were very anxious to find them out, as we thought they acted 
ille~all y. I am from Philadelphia to this TerritorY.."J}nd came out 
hel'(, in April, 18!'52. 1do no t know ot any llldIctments having been 
found against persons for political offences. 

'l'h('y killeu one of the pro-slavery men, and the pro-slavery men .. 
killed one of the others, and I thought it was about mutual. I am 
opposed to all these quarrels. 

M. P. RIVELY. 
LEAVENIYORTH CITY, K. T., May 15, 1856. 

GEORGE A. TAYLOR called :md sworn. 

I 

.~ 
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alive; and others, that they had rather not kill him. They appeared 
t o be angry with him because he was th e leader of our party. They 
complained of his being at the election, and th e leader of the party 
who came down the ni ght before to rescue Mr. Sparks . I heard no ' 
demand made for the ~oll-books, There was a party came up about 
sundo wn , but, 1 do not now what they came for . I have never seen 
my rifle since it was taken from me. It is fourteen miles, I think, 
from here to Easton. Mr. Sparks, I think, lives in the neighborhood 
of Easton. I do not know his full name. 

GEORGE A. TAYLOR. ' 
LEAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., May 15, 1856 . 

DR. JAMES DAVIS called and sworn. 

I came to this place about the 4th of April, 1855, and have resided 
here ever since . I was here last win ter, and attended the post mortem 
examination of Mr. R. P. Brown, when he was taken up from his 
grave for that purpose, in February or March last. His brother came 
here and requested that this examination should be made. When 
the body was taken up, I took part.icular pains to examine the wound. 
rt was in the left temple, severinO' the t emporal bone to t he len gth of 
_L~ nL.L ___~ ~ _ j ,.. L _ iI __ ~L~_ I !~IC~ iiL _ _ _____ _ 1 ___ ___ j _ __ ~ L£ 

JAMES DAVIS. : 
LEAVENWOltTH CITY, K . T., lIIay 16, 1856. 

Dr. J. G . PARI{ called and sworn. 
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instrutnent with which the blow was inflicted. So far as the fl esh 
was concerned , I should think the wound was made by a sharp-edged 
instrument, and the bone seemed to be broken in wider taan it was 

y., cut. From th e appearance of the wound and the appearance of the 


\ 
bone, it would seem to have been made by a hatchet, and the blow 

must have heen strllck from behind, or when the head was inclined 

downward~, The wound could have been made by a tomahawk or 

lath-hatchet. The wound was one that must have produced death, 

Rnd the onl y wonder is that the person should nave lived so long after 

he received it. 


I have been a practising physician far ten years past. This exami

nation was made some weeks after Brown's death. He was buried in 

the coldest weather we had. There was no decay in the body, except 

that we could rub up the outer cuticle of the skin with our fin gers; 

but the body was in sufficient state of preservation to allow UR to 

make a satisfactory examination. 


J. G. PARK. 
LEAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., May 17 , 1856. 

SA;'.!UEL F FERR call ed and sworn. 

I havc been a practising physician for five, and a consulting phy~ 
sician at the H ot and "Warm Springs, Virginia, for nearly three years. 
I now reside near Leavenworth city, and have been residing there 
since 1854. I was calle(1 upon to examine the body of Mr. R. P. i 
Brown on 11 Sunday, on an intensely cold day. On account of the .Icold I rather declined going, but promised, if the parties would bring 
the bo(ly near by my cabin, I would examine it, in connexion with 
any other physicia n they would call. They tried to make the arrange
ment, but they failed to do so, and they took it to the graveyard and 
buried it. Some time after that I was introduced to a gentleman of the 
name of Brown, who asked me to accompany Drs. Park and Davis , of 
this town , to examine the body of his brother. I went up to th e g rave a 
little before they had exhumed the body. After they had taken it up, 
I think I examined the body first. There was no decomposition. 
The body had been frozen stiff, and was about thawing then. I 

,, (.. __.... ""t -... - tl ( " ... ... _J that would have done no. 

one ot the e 'eljro,,;g ' another was u on the left tern Ie. 
I had heard, 

examined. only the head , where I found two wounds: one was a 
M- harm. over 

From what 
lac expectec to . n on y a epresslOn or a fracture of 

the skull pressing upon the brain i but on opening the lips of the 
wound to examine it., I introduced my fore· finger, its full length, to 
the base of th e brain ; I also ran it in fr ont and in rear of the brain, 
and up and down. I found lying upon th e brain the soft portion of 
the tem poral bone. I tried to pull it out with my finger, and conld 
not do it; and then [ introduced two fingers into the cavity at the 
same time. I did not get the bone out, because I could not manage 
my two fingers. I did not know Mr . Brown; I may have seen him. 
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This wound was caused by a sharp instrument. A hatchet could have 
caused such a wound, and was neceRsarily mortal. 

SAMUEL F. FEE.LEAVENWORTH CITY; K. T., May 17, 1856. 

NICK S;\UTH called aud sworn. 

I reside in Leavenworth city. I am acquainted with Eli Moore; 
he is now It deputy marshal or deputy sheriff of this county, and I 
have seen Ilim eng;aged ill the public service of writs, processes, &c. 
I was in the office of MI'. D. J . Johnson, an attorney in this city, when 
Captain Dunn and Eli Moore were present. This, I think, was about 
Ii. month ago, perhaps more or less . There were several other gentle
men present. The conversation turned upon the murder of Brown, 
last January. I observed that I had heard that Brown had been 
treated very brntally and outrageously by the members of the com
pany who took him, and said that I had heard he had been kicked in 
the face by some member of the company. After expressing dis
approbation and disgust myself, Captain Dunn remarked that he 
would give me a full history of the case, and then proceeded to do it; 
and before completing it, was called out. Mr. Moore said that he was 
there himself. 'rhe treatment of Brown was not denied by anyone; 
but I think Captain Dunn disapproved of the murder, alld stated that 
he had opposed it in council. Captain Dunn said Brown was killed 
with a hatch et, but did not say who had done it. Eli Moore did not 
say what. part he took in it, though he said he was there; but did 
not say whether he approved it 01' not. I do not think Moore was 
deputy sheriff or marshal when this murder took place. I never 
conversed with anyone but Captain Dunn, of those who witnessed it,
about this murder. 

NICK SMITH.LEAVENWORTII, K. 'r., May 16, 1856. 

EDWARD MOTTER called and sworn. 

I came to this Territory in November, 1855, and was residing at 
Easton in January last. On the 15th of January, 1856, an election. 
was to be held, but it wa.s put off until the 17th, on which day a body 
of men came in armed with a number of Sharpe's rifles. I do not know 
the men, but I understood them to be free-State men going to th 
election, and 05 or 70 in number I think. The election went on, the 
men standIng around With arms and voting. All were armed; I 
heard that some five or six had Sharpe's rifles, and saw one; others 
wele armed with revolvers and bowie-knives in any quantity. About 
10 o'clock a man named Brown came to Easton with eight or ten men 
all armed to the teeth. During the day nothing Occurred of any im
portance. About 6 o' clock in the evening Mr. Brown came down; I 
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houses are in sight. Of those fifteen or twent men who were at 
Dawson' s I know but our or ve: r. urgess, r. enne y, Mr. 
Kookogey, Mr. Cook , Mr. W oodward, and myself. }Ir. Cook lived 
about four or five miles from them, and got there about half an hour 
before he was shot. This fi htin" took lace between twel ve and one 
o'clock at night. Mr. 00 ( a cen t ere unng t e ay, an e t 
in the evening about eight o'clock, and then returned. 1 think the 
fight continued about ten or fifteen minutes. Along the first the 
firing was in volleys. The moon was shinin that ili ht. I cannot 
say whether they tried to It eac ot ler. ne a passed along my 
foot, cutting my boot. Mr. Richardson lived about two and a half 
miles above Easton. Sparks lived about south from Mr. Minard's 
house. There is no north and south road there. The Fort Riley 
road runs alon b Minard's and Dawson's hous s. I t hi nk by going 
across t e praIrie, par s cou ave save at east a quarter of a mile 
distance, and he did go home that way after the fight. Sparks was 
about half way between the creek and the head of the lane when I 
''Yas talking to him. After that I went up to where Mr. Brown was, 
and he called me a thieving, niggardly, cowardly son of a bitch, and 
ordered us to clear the lane, and of course we backed out. The lane 
was, I think, about one hundred and fifty ya,rds long. Sparks was 
standing at the fence when I talked with him; he had his gun with 
him. I did not hear him threaten to fire on anyone. Those from 
Dawson's store were standing around Sparks as if surrounding him. 
John Sparks, his son, was with him. I saw two or three guns among 
those who were surrounding him, but I do not' know as all wert; 
armed. Among them were Mr. Burgess, Mr. Kennedy, 1\11'. Kookogey] 
Mr. Cook, Mr. Woodward, and myself. There were about ten others, 
but I do not recollect them. I was standing at the head of the lane, 
on the way back to my office, when Brown got there with his party. 
Brown spoke first, and spoke to me, and called me a cowardly, thiev
ing, niggardly son of a bitch, and ordered us to leave the lane. The 
pro-slavery men then left, as Brown's party was twenty-five or thirty 
to ,our twelve or fifteen . Brown then went down the lane with his 
pa,rty ~nd got Sparks and his son, every man having his gun ready 
to fire; and went from the head of the lane towards Minard's before 
the firing commenced. Our men went on uJ) towards Dawson's store. 
The first shot was then fired from Brown's art towards our art 
a out mnety yar so. ne roa rom Ie ane e 0 mar s an 
the other led to the store. Brown's party took one road and ours took 
the other . The parties kept up the two roads until they got to be 
about ninety yards apart. I learned that Cook was shot shortly after 
the firing ceased. I took him to my room at Mr. Dawson'B~ 
and ut him on m· bed where he remamect until he died. I cannot 
say ow many men came own rom ickapoo and Leavenworth the 
I1.~x~ day] but I should think there were fifty or more. I was not pres
eqt '\Yhen Brown's party were released. Mr. Daw!lon'B house is about 
.' .. u dred ards from his store, anq. I was down ,there attendmg 

.. ~~ , ,f{. ,po ~ ~, e Jane ., have spoke~'of is ,pll;ck of the h011se and 
.8~~,t1i<~fthe ~t9re. , "Som!3 of our men aaHl One thmg and some another 
aQbubivpa~tltey 1f~re 'g<JiIlg to do with Brown. I do not remember 
ofbearing Captain Martin try to persuade his men not to kill Brown. 

H. Rep. 200-64* 
I 
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I know Mr. Gibson, and saw him there that day. I judge he was 
armed. I did not see him with any arms until after Brown's patty 
were taken. I was in the room where they were, and asked Bro~n 
some questions. I asked Brown if he was the leader of the aH 
the night before , e sal e was. as {e 1m I e a no een 
doing wrong. He said he had. I judge he meant that he was viola
ting the laws of the Territory by supporting a legislature not recog
nised by the governor, and in supporting an election which was illegal. 
I do not know what else he meant. He must have had reference to 
the firing, also, upon our men. He was not a citizen of Easton. I 
cannot say what he referred to, but I thought that must have been 
what he referred to. I did not specify what I meant when I asked 
him if he had been doing wrong. I heard others specify to him 
what they meant. I think Dr. Harris talked with him about the 
election . Captain Martin was also in the room, and asked Brown 
the same questions I did. Mr. Rively was in the room. I never 
heard Mr. Gibson say anything about who wounded Brown . Mc
Nish lives in Easton, and was there. I did not see Brown after he 
was wounded. I was in the store at the time and did not go out at 
all. I heard some noise and hallooing outside, but not much, as the 
most of the men had gone off'. Brown was out of the store at the 
time. I do not know whether he had been taken out of the room 
where he was, or had gone out himself. He had been in a room 
adjoining the store, and I think was takenilitilere for protection. 
it • LL_I __ L_ L _ 1 _. :1 _ lE ~ 1 .... ... -.. L .,.. ....... l! _~~ 


By Mr. Oliver: 
I heard Mr. Brown say to men who asked him, that he came out 

there to vote, and I know he did vote. They said they brought their 
arms to protect the election. I did not hear any of Brown's party say 
that day that there were no laws in the Territory . All the difficulties 
that happened that day grew out of that election. I think if Mr. 
Sparks had not come down by the grocery, there would have been no 
difficulty. I think there were about fifteen of the pro-slavery party 
at the grocery, and about sixty or seventy free-soil men at Mr. Mi
nard's house. I don't recollect of hearing Mr. Brown say at any time 
that he had come to this Territory to make this a free State. 

By Mr. Howard: 
Some drunken men of the pro-slavery party did say something 

about going to take the ballot-box, and they were so drunk I don't 
think they could have carried the box if it weighed six pounds. 

By Mr. Oliver: 

I heard no sober ma.n of our party saying anything about taking 
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~e -~allot;bo~ unti~~~~e1fh~i~_~1j. ~, to :ep~a~p'p (iond ·· there had been 
~nslderablesw~aring¥-~ .~f ' ' f ~".;'~ ' ~ "'.«(- ""-",' /. 
•"'l l , ~ < . , . " 
. By Mr. Howard: 
After the excitement began to grow pretty high, liquor might have 

had some effect, but I think it commenced from the effects of the elec
tion and men coming there to vote with arms. . 

The ball which hit Mr. Cook was probably about a quarter or a half 
ounce, I should think, though I did not see it. I should think it was 
a rifle-ball, that run about seventy or eighty to the pound. 

E. S. MOTTER, M. D. 
, LEAVENWORTH, K. T., Ma'!l16, 1856. 

i 	 STEPHEN SPARKS called and sworn. 

I came to the Territory in October, 1854, from Platte county, Mis
souri, where I had been living since 1845. An election was caJIed to 
be held on Tuesday, the 15th of January, A. D. 1856, at Easton; 
and upon learning a rumor that prevailed through the neighborhood 
that Kickapoo Rangers were collecting in force to prevent the election, 
it was postponed until the Thursday following, the 17th. On the 
evening before that day I went up to Easton. The polls were opened 
bout noon' everything was quiet then; but we saw a company at 
anesviile, talf a mile or a mile from us, passing on horses once in a 

while on a bluff there, and several persons came in and complained of 
being insulted by them, and were stopped by them. 

Among others my son, Moses Sparks, was halted, also Mr. Pen
nock, and some two or three with them were stopped, and their guns 
taken out of their sleds or wagons. From a bluff near the polls we 
could see the party. It passed on so uritil a little before sundown. 
They came over into Easton across the creek, and stopped at a 

rocery near Dawson's. About dusk, between thirty-five and forty-five 
men, as near as I could guess, came up towards Minard's, where the 
election was held. I heard some one of the crowd, who appeared to 
be the leader, say, « Charge on them, God-damn them, I aint afraid!" 
About this time our men had nearly formed themselves from the door 
to the road. Upon seeing our force they halted, and returned with
outfurther difficulty. Some time after a note was sent to the house 
where we were, from them. The note was directed to me and Mr . 
Minard, and had no name to it. After looking at it, we concluded to 
give no answer until some one would put his name to it. Another 
note was sent by a messenger with Dr. Motter's name signed to it. 
Mr. McAlear then came u and Kookogey with him to reason with 
us an sal It wou e etter or us to ive u Hie ballot-box or It 

" 	 wou turn out worse. e conc u e lere wou e no I ell y. 
This was late at night, and I proposed that I would go home, and 
started home with my .son and nephew. My road was through Easton. 
Snow was on the ground, and that was the only broken way to my 
house, and it is the road I always go. When getting near Dawson's 
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store, I saw several men, and heard several say, rc God damn hini, 
there he is," and called old man Sparks, and said they had got me 
now. 'rhere was a great deal of talk, and the men had been d~ink
ing. I walked on and came near the store-door; several men t~reat
ened me very heavy, and demanded that I should surrender. They 
were then all round me, some in front and some br.hind, and on each 
side. I kept on until where the road turned off between the store and 
the grocery. They demanded that I should go in and drink with 
them, but I refused. My son wanted me to surrender, but I spoke to 
him low, and told him to keep near me and close by my side. We 
then turned south from Easton towards home. The company then 
fell back and gathered as if in consultation, so that I got severa,l rods 
ahead of them. They then burst loose with a good many threats and 
cursings , and followed me . I kept on at my usual pace, and kept the 
boys close by me. They again stopped to consult, and then the crowd 
came on and made a heavy charge on me, and their common expres
sions was, God-damn him, shoot him! kill him! damned abolition
ist! There were then two guns fired. Upon this I turned ancllev
elled my gun, but my son dissuaded me and I did not fire, but started 
on again, and was then near Dawson's house. I turned into the lane 
leading to his house, and part of the crowd formed a line across the 
lane, so that I could get neither way, and were making 
My son and nephew, at my suggestion , got into a corner of the 
fence-a rail fence, staked and ridered. We were there at bay, and 
were pre_p_llcred to make the best defence we could. I reasoned with 
them, and said there were plenty of my old ~eighbors in Platte 
county with them; that I knew I would not surrender to a drunken 
mob. Benjamin Foster then fetched his fist in my shoulder, and said, 
God-damn you, I could or would smash you. I then told him to stand 
back, and told him if he laid his hands again on me he would re~ret 
it. They demanded our general surrender, and that we should go 
back to the grocery. They had guns, pistols, &c., and presented 
them at me, and told me to march or they would shoot me. I told 
them to shoot. No gun was fired there. I said th_~y must shoot IIlf , 
as I would not ive u to a drunken mob. David Large then took 

o 0 my son 's gun an eman e t at e should give it up. He 
refused, and in their struggling I presented mine, and told him to let 
go. He did so. They then, with threats, hallooed several time~ ; -and 
we remained in that osition some fifteen minutes until R. P. Brow 
came an rescue me. 

At the time they fi red, as I spoke of, the man who was riding my 
horse went back to Minard's and gave the word. I had no idea 
of this. The first I saw of Brown he was near by, and his party afoot, 
stretchecl across the road, and ihquired if I was there. I answered 
that I ,vas. He told me to march to him. I started and was about 
half way when Sam. Burgess caught hold of my shoulder. I told him 
to let me go, and prepared for defence, and he did let me go. He 
marched forward around me, and my son and nephew also came into 
the ring. Brown told his men to march back, and all did so, friend 
and fQe going together in a crowd, I being in the centre. Then we 
went to the forks of the road; there the other party took the s~raight-
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forward road, and we, with Brown's party, turned to the 110ft. About 
forty or fifty yards, Brown urged me to walk in, as they were going 
to shoot. This he told me three times distinctly. The last time, I 
told him I would obey him. He was marching backwards looking 
towards the other crowd, conversing with them not to fire, and told them 
that if they did, he would return the fire. When we were about sixt 
or eighty yards off, the fire was opened upon us. The first fire was 
from the northwest of their crowd. I am sure they fired first, as I 
saw the fire distinctly. Then Brown ordered a fire in return, and 
both parties fired, and a great many guns were fired. The men were 
scattered in Indian file, and the fire was kept up for some time . My son 
was wounded and knocked clown, within six or eight feet of me, at 
the second fire, but he raised again and fired. He was wounded in 
the arm and head slightly. We finally marched back to Minard ' s. 
1 staid there all night, and started home before breakfast. About 
3 o'clock in the afternoon I heard of Brown's capture, and that Mi
nard was also taken, and that they were to be hung. I never saw 
Brown afterwards. 
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I do not think I went from 
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was. I saw John Moore and his brother in the crowd that surrounded 
me in the lane. There was one man laid his hand on my shoulder 
and s~id he would or could thrash me, and a great many harsh threats 
were made against me. I do not know how many men staid at ::VIi
nard's that night. I remained there that night until 12 o'clock, in 
consequence of the threats made against the ballot-box. I did request 
a large number to stay, when reports were brought to meof what was 
said down town. After staying there a while I concluded that I would 
go home, as I thought the mob had gone away or would go away, and 
there would be no difficulty. 

STEPHEN SPARKS. 
LEAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., May 22,1856. 

JOHN WILPLEY called and sworn. 

To Mr. Scott: 

Cross-examined by Mr. Howard: 
I did not vote that day, because I did not want to vote; I staid 

there merely to see the people, and see what was done. I was down 
in town when Brown came down and made those threats. Brown had 
two men with him whom I did not know, and stood in front of Daw
sonrs store when he said this. There were some fifteen men at the 

re-Dr. Motter, Mr. Kookogev the t wo Messrs. Rose, Mr. Pnce, 
and others I do not now recollect. i'his was, I should think, about, or a 
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little before, sundown. I think they had liquor to sell at Dawson's 
store . I do not know whether the men with Brown came down with 
him, but they went away with him. Brown said he and his company 
had sixty-eight shots ready. I supposed his company were up to Mr. 
Minard's. I do not know who came with Brown to the election. He 
said he had sixteen shot himself, and he showed them. Nobody spoke 
a word to him, but he did all the talking. I do not think Brown was 
drunk then. 

To Mr. Scott: 
These twelve or fifteen men at the store where Brown made these 

threats, I do not know whether they were all pro-slavery men or not; 
I think they were mostly, though one or two that I knew were not. 
I do not know whether any of those twelve or fifteen men, except my
self, had been up to the place of voting or not; I do not recollect of 
having seen any of them up there. No difficulty had occurred at the 
place of voting before I left for home, and I do not think any pro
slavery men were there when I left. When I left the place of voting 
the free-State party were putting out armed guards. I had stopped 
there a time, after Brown made his threats, while I was on my way 
home. 

JOHN WILPLEY. · 
LEAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., May 29, 1856. 

S. J. KOOKOGEY called and sworn. 

To Mr. Scott: 
I was clerking for Dawson, at Easton, at the time the free-State 

party had an election at Minard's, the 17th of January, 1856. The 
election was said to have been appointed for the 15th, and was post
poned till the 17th, but I do not know for what reason. I saw a 
number of men there that day that I never saw hefore or since. All 
the men who came there to vote were armed. I do not know of any 
pro-slavery men who came to that election; and at night, when I 
went u to Minard's with his wife who was down town I saw some 
seven y or eig 1 y men III e room ere; 1 was a ou en o'clock at 
night. I was quite well acquainted with nearly all the persons in 
that neighborhood, as they traded where I was clerking. I saw but 
three men in th e room that I reco nised; the rest appeared to be 
s rangers 0 me. recogmse ames omstock, a Mr. Davis, and old 
Mr. Sparks. There might have been others I knew, but I did not 
notice them. I was not challenged by sentinels when I went · up to 
the house, though I saw some about a hundred yards from the house. 
After I came back to the store, I went up aJ:?:ain to see Mr. Minard, as 
I had just received notice from General Whitfield that Dawson had 
been appointed postmaster at Easton. Mr. McLear went u~ with me 
and went into the house, while I stopped outside and talke with Mr. 
Minard, who had Just come out about the post office. We walked 
back to the door, and old man Sparks rushed out very much excited; 

~ 

, w 
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and said" Here is this damned McLear up here; Minard, let's kill 
~ him," or hang him, I forget which. Minard went into the house, 

and at the same time Sgarks recognised me, and asked what I WM 
doing up there . I told im I thought I had a right to go anywhere
I chose. He asked me if I did not know these were very ticklish 
times. I told him I did not know of any difficulty anywhere. He 
took me one side and endeavored to et me into a olitical discussion 
detaining me some ten or fifteen mlllutes onger t an wan te to 
stay. I told him we were so far apart on the slavery question, there 
was no use in our talking about it. I then went back to the store, 
leaving McLear at the house. I met Mr. Samuel Bllrgess at the store, 
and told him that McLear was at Minard ' s, and he had better go up 
and see about it. We had some talk as to what we should do about 
McLear, and while we were talking McLear came down, saying that 
he had been released. Everything appeared then to be quieting 
down. The first time I saw Mr. Brown in m life was that da be
fore the store, a ou sun own. e a two men with him, and sal 
that they had come there to have an election} and to vote, and would 
not be molested, as they were armed for resistance. He remarked 
that he was prepared, and said if we did not believe it he would show 
us, and then he threw open his coat, and I saw one or two pistols on 
him. No one had spoken to him then. That is all the remark I 
heard him make, as I was called off in the store. At night, after 
McLear and myself had been at Minard's and returned to the store, 

r, Brown marched down with ten or twelve armed men, and the party: , • threw the muzzles of their guns down, and he said" We act upon the ' 

'tf':l d 
, . , ., . defensive." "Ve told him to come on, and he should not be molested. ., All the men in the grocery then came out, and Brown 's pnrty went 

into the grocery. .He called for something to drink all round, and 
got a jug of liquor and a fiddle. They then came out of the grocery, 
and Brown commenced a conversation with Dr. Motters and m self. 
He said he had seen one al ot- ox taken, an e wou e 0

damned if he would see another taken unless they went over his dead 
body. We told him we had no such idea; and that even if we had 
had, it was then too late. Brown and his men then left, and went 
off leisurely towards Minard's. In an hO\lr or so after that, while I 
waR nearly asleep, old man Sparks came along in front of Dr. Mot
ter's office, leading his horse, with a crowd of men about him, and 
turned around the store towards Dawson's house, two or three men 

. ~ walking aloug talking to him, one of whom he was Dot on good terms 
.~ with; the main crowd was walking along behind. He turned into a 

" lane near Dawson's house, and when he had got down the lane about 
fifteen steps he stopped, but whether of his own accord, or because the 
men made him stop, I do not know. I was sitting about ten steps 
from Sparks, and heard some talking to him, condemning his course. 
While they were talking to him, I heard some noise behind me, and 
looked around and saw Mr. Brown and a party coming along. Some 
of his men seemed disposed not to come, and he was saying to them, 
" God damn you, come along." When he got to the entrance of the 
lane, they levelled their guns, and Brown said, "You God damned 
lousy, pro-slavery sons of bitches, we demand old man Sparks." We 
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then turned and walked up to his party. He told us to march on be
fore his party, and we refused. We then came along together towards 
Dawson's store. "When we got about a hundred and fifty yards from 
the lane, there was a road that turned off to Minard's from the one 
that led to Dawson's store; we separated; the free-State Mrty, who 
had old man S arks in the middle of their crowd turned 0 towards 

mar s, w 11 ewe ept on to t e store. Dr. Motter and myself were 
some five or six steps from our main party, and were talking. After 
they turned off, and had got some ten or fifteen steps, some one in the 
free-State party fired a pistol, which I considered was rather in exul- ' 
tation of their having got old man Sparks, and not intended to be 
fired at our party. There was then a general firing on both sides, 
and then the free-State party broke and ran, some behind some houses, 
and some behind the bank of a creek there. The principal portion of 
our party got behind Dawson's store. Several of our party had no 
guns at all, while the others had double-barrelled guns and rifles; 
but I do not think more than fifteen or eighteen of our party had 
arms. The firing, I think, lasted some minute or a minute and a 
half, not longer. I saw a man fall in front of the grocer 
heard some one cry out, "Cook is shot." Mr. Comstock and myself, 
I think, were the only men behmd Dawson's store then, while the 
rest of our men ran over to the grocery, some thirty yards from the 
store, where Cook was shot. We then came out from behind the 
store, and as we stepped out some man on the free-State side fired at 
us twice, striking the fence near us, and then they ran away from be
hind the house where they were. I then went into the store and got 
some blankets, and took Mr. Cook down to Dawson's house. When I 
came back, everything was still and quiet, and I saw no men of either 
side. I heard that the free-State men were goiI;lg to stay that night 
at Minard's. I went to bed. The next morning I saw Mr. Brown 
and his party-some six or seven of them-start for Leavenworth. I 
think that, if it had not been for Mr. Sparks and Mr. Brown, there 
would have been no difficulty at all. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Howard: 
When I went up to Minard's with McLear, it was about eleven 

o'clock at nig-ht. 
S. J. KOOKOGEY. 

LEAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., May 29, 1856. 

ESSENETH SPARKS called and aworn. 

My husband's name is Stephen Sparks. We live on the other side 
of Stranger creek, about twelve miles from this place, and four miles 
south of Easton. My husband and son were arrested, as they told 
me, on the mght of the 17th of January last, by the Missourians and 
Kickapoo Rangers, and they were rescued by R. P. Brown, and others.' 
I know that they came home from some conflict by their wounds. M 
son was grazed by shots on his head and arm 
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In the evening of the next day, about 3 o'clock, a part,y of from 10 
to 18, a right smart company of men, came to our house and inquired 
for Mr. Sparks, my husband. At the time they were coming, Fran
cis Browning was at the house. He had just rode up, and asked two 
men who were going along the road to help him rescue Brown. One 
of them said he could not go. The other said he did not know how 
soon it might be his case, and took the harness off his horse, and one 
of the guns which the man had, and rode off with him. '1'his man 
was Francis Browning; the name of the other who went with him 
was Richard Houcks. 

Just as they started, two men rode up and called for Mr. Sparks.( ' 
I told them he was out on business. They said they had private 
business with him. 

Just then, Mr . Browning seeing a party of horsemen on a little rise, 
coming from Dawson's, turned back and asked these two men what it 
meant. They said "they did not know; there was a great excite
ment at Dawson's, they had heard, but they had not been there." 
They then gave the sign by firing two pistols in the air, and motion
ing to the party with their hands. The party then came riding on as 
fast as they could, shouting. When they came up, they all joined in 
pursuit of Browning and Houcks, shouting "kill them," "kill 
them," "kill the damned abolitionists," and firing upon them; but 
they divided, one going one way, round the hill, and the other the 
other way, and escaped. 

The party of horsemen then returned and stopped before the door, 
and held council for a few moments, and one man said, "Capt. Dunn, 
give orders:" and the man he spoke to gave orders. He said, "Now 
we will take the house; shoot down Capt. Sparks at sigh t." 

I then told them I had an afflicted son, and that anything that ex
cited him threw him into spasms right at once; and that 1\:11'. Sparks, 
and all but him, were away from home. When I stepped to the door 
and looked in, I saw Captain Dunn, with a six-shooter presented at 
my son's breast. I did not hear the question asked, but I heard my 
son's answer-" I am on the Lord's side, and if you want to kill me, 
kill me; I am not afraid to die." Dunn then left him and turned to 
my little son, about twel ve years old, and put the pistol to his breast, 
and asked him where his father's Sharpe's rifle was, and my son told 
him he had none. Dunn asked him where those guns were, pointing 
to the racks, and told him if he did not tell the truth he would kill 
him, and my son told him the men-folks generally took care of the 
guns. 

When they came out, I asked Captain Dunn, "-'What does all this 
mean ?" He answered that they had" taken the law into their own 
hands, and they intended to use it." 

McAleer, who formerly lived here in Leavenworth, was one of the 
party, and one of the Scotts, from Missouri, and some said there were 
t"l0 of them there. One John Dunn, a brother of the captain, was 
there. I heard the name of Dunn from others, but the Scotts and 
McAleer I know myself. The Scotts were raised within a mile or so 
of!where we lived, in Platte county, Missouri. The party then left. 

Late in February, eight 'men came to the house. Two men came 
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up first, and the others followed to the house on foot, in the afternoon, 
and asked for Mr. Sparks, and left the following paper with me: : .. 

To Stephen Sparks: 	 ! 

" The undersigned, as you are aware, are citizens of this neighbor
hood. lUany of us have come here wit.h our families, intending to 
make Kansas our permanent home. It is onr interest and desire that 
peace and good-will prevail among us; and whatever may conduce 
to this desirable end, will meet our hearty approval. 

"The local excitements that have occurred in this vicinity have 
been principally attributed to you, and, we believe, justly. You have 
figured in them conspicuously, and in the affair at Easton more rep
rehensible than ever. 

"Believing, therefore, that your further residence among us is in
compatible with the peace and welfare of this community, we advise 
you to leave as soon as you can conveniently do so. 

" 	Joseph Thomas John Moore 
Abner Foster H. E. Kennedy 
Reuben Sutton George W. Brown 
Lark Farrell William Gill 
Geo. W. Browning James Foster 
Wrn. McLain Simon B. Pankake 
Carom Norvell C. H. Allen 
Augustine White R. P. Briggs 
Matthew A. Register W. Z. Thompson 
John 1\1. White O. S. Allen 
Thomas Hickman Morgan Wright 
Benjamin Foster Edward McClain 
Joseph Moore C. C. Harrison 
Joseph Moran Wesley Davidson 
Andrew J. Scott Edward M. Kennedy 
Samuel Burgess Andrew J. Davis 
John C. Scott John W. Burgess 
John Burgess James Norvell 
Joseph L. McAleer Joseph Grey." 

Only one of the siu:ners is an actual resident in the nei 
Most or tllem are l\.Ick:a 00 !tan ers and MISSOUrIans. vne 01 the 
two who first came to t e door sal - IS name was ennedy, from Al
abama; the other, I think, emigrated from Missouri to Kansas. I 
asked him what he had against Mr. Sparks. He said he had nothing 
against him, but he was too influential in his party, and they intended 
to break it down. He told me to tell Mr. Sparks to leave by the 10th 
of March, or abide the consequences. 

A night or two before the 10th of March, four men came into the 
house about 10 o'clock, and searched for Mr. Sparks, but did not find 
him. They a~ked for the '; notice to leave," and if I had given it to 
Mr. Sparks, and made many threats, and charged us to leave at that 
time, and said that if he was there they would cut him in pieces. 

her 

E~SENETH + SPARKS. 
mark. 
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BENJAMINH: BROOK testifies:.
"! 	 ,J I 'f 

To Mr. Sherman: 
I was taken into custody at the first term of the dis~rict court, in 

Doniphan county, in spring of 1856. I was summoned as a juror to 
attend the first term of the court; I did not understand which, the 
grand or petit jury. I fell on the --- of thc petit jury. The 
first two days of the term, I was unwell and could not attend. On 
Friday, the fifth day of the term, while I was in attendance upon the 
court, I was arrested on a bill of indictment for sitting as a judge of 
the election at which Reeder was said to have been elected to Con
gress. They brought me before the court and arraigned me before 
the bar for trial, as I understood it. The indictment was quashed. 
Tht' judge ordered the clerk to quash the indictment and hold me in 
custody. I got my attorney to g~t me out on bai I to go home that 
night, that I m'ght appear next morning. I gave bail to appear next 
morning. The next morning I appeared, and my attorney got it laid 
over until the next term in August, and I was let off until the next 
term, on the same bail I had given before. This was for acting a~ 
judge of the election on the 9th of October, 1855. 

B. H. DROOle 
LEAVENWORTH CITY, May 23, 1856. 

BENJAMIN HARDING testifies: 

I act.ed as judge of the election upon the adoption of the State 
constitution, held on the 15th December, 1855. I think I was not 
arrested, indicted, or imprisoned for that; but I was arrested and 
imprisoned upon the charge of serving as judge of an el~ction on the 
9th of October, 1855; but I did not serve on that day. The indict
ment was found by the grand jury which sn.t at Whitehead; Judge 
Lecompte, I have understood, presiding. I was indicted, and some 
months afterwards arrested. I was confined because I declined to 
give bail, and was kept in custody for eight days, and then I gave 
bail and was discharged from custody. The indictment is still pend
ing. An attachment was also served upon me at the same time, 
which I understood to be for contempt of court in failing to appear when 
summoned as a juror. Bail was also required for my appearance on 
that charge; at the same time I gave bail on the other charge. The 
amount of the bail for the attachment was $200, and for the indict
ment $500. 

[The question was overruled, Major Oliver dissenting.] 
Question. Why did you fail to serve as a juror? 
[The question was overruled, Major Oliver dissenting.] 
Question. Why did you refuse to give bail under the indictment 

and under the attachment? 
[The question was overruled, Major Oliver dissenting.] 

B. HARDING. 
LEAVE~WORTf{ CITY, K. T., lIfay 24, 1856. 


