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the blacks “jumped, cried, sang and laughed for joy.”
Fisher claimed that they were the first slaves formally set
free. He said it occurred in September 1861, long before
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was issued.'®

Fisher's account was largely substantiated by that of
Chaplain H. H. Moore. In a letter to John Speer, editor
of the Lawrence Republican, Moore told of the motives
and circumstances of individual slaves who came into
the camp, some of them bringing valuable mules and
wagons. “Our colored teamsters and servants act as so
many missionaries among their brethren,” he wrote,
“and induce a great many to come into camp. It cannot
be denied that some of our officers and soldiers take
great delight in this work, and that by personal effort
and otherwise, they do much towards carrying it on.
None but such as are decided in their wishes to obtain
freedom, are brought into camp.” Moore went on to say
that there were 218 fugitives, including several children,
forming a train a mile long. The train camped on Dry
Wood Creek for the night, when some members of the
party stole grain from a “traitor’s” cornfield and “killed
one of his cattle for beef.” The blacks became excited
when they sighted the distant hills and bluffs of Kansas.
When they crossed the line they gave “three hearty
cheers for Gen. Lane, the Liberator.”"*

After he returned to Washington, Lane told the
Senate of the success of his policies and actions in

Missouri and Arkansas. In a speech of May 15, 1862, he”

claimed that 4,000 fugitive slaves from Missouri and
Arkansas were then being fed in Kansas, and two months
later he said the number had increased to 6,400. In a
speech to the New York Emancipation League in June

he said that he had himself “aided 2,500 slaves to -

emigrate” during the year, and a month later he told the
Senate that at one time he had 1,200 blacks in his
brigade.*

Later in the Civil War several groups of contrabands
were brought from Arkansas to Leavenworth on steam-
boats. After the victory of the Federals at Helena,
Arkansas, on July 4, 1863, the camps were overrun with
blacks seeking freedom. Chaplain Fisher was ordered to
take control of large numbers of contrabands, who left
that port and neighboring ports in three steamboats,
and scatter them “throughout Missouri, Illinois, Iowa

18. Fisher, Gun and Gospel, 155-57.

19. Lawrence Republican, November 21, 1861.

20. Congressional Globe, 37th Cong., 2d sess, pt. 3, May 15, 1862,
p. 2149, pt. 4, July 10, 1862, p. 3235; Official Records of the War of the
Rebellion, ser. 1 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1881),
3:742-43; for Lane's New York speech, see Leavenworth Daily Conserva-
tive, June 12, 1862; Stephenson, Political Career of General James H. Lane,
127.

and Kansas, sending some of them as far as Ohio.”
Fisher said he had intended to go in charge of the
slaves on the Sam Gaty, but at the last minute decided
to go by rail instead to prepare for their reception at
Leavenworth. Unfortunately, the Sam Gaty was captured
by a band of guerrillas or bushwhackers at Napoleon,
Missouri. Nine black men were killed and seven black
women were shot, but none killed. The guerrillas
searched the boat for Chaplain Fisher and would not be
satisfied that he was not on board until they had killed
three white men in his stead. When the Sam Gaty arrived
at Leavenworth, hundreds of people assembled on the
levee to welcome the survivors. Fisher said that the
whole party of contrabands was promptly provided with
homes in good families.” Among other contrabands
who arrived by boat, one Lieutenant Colonel Bassett is
said to have returned to Kansas from a military cam-
paign in Arkansas with over six hundred black refugees
on board four steamboats.?

It would be misleading to leave the impression that all
of the contrabands entered Kansas under the auspices
of Union military units. Many of them, perhaps the
greater number, came of their own volition, either
crossing along the land border or the approximately
seventy-five mile stretch of the Missouri River which
separates Missouri from Kansas. Writing in February
1862, the editor of the Atchison Freedom’s Champion
adoped an attitude of mock sympathy for Missouri
slaveowners whose property walked away, saying

The beloved darkies, the cherished possession of the
secesh, are constantly arriving in Kansas from Mis-
souri—they come singly, by pairs, and by dozens. ... We
acknowledge that it must be very trying to the feelings of
our Missouri brethren to have those which they have
brought up from infancy, or in whom they expended
large sums of money, to thus forsake them at the first
opportunity, and frequently not only take themselves
away, but also a valuable horse or mule. We repeat that
all this must be very trying, but all the consolation we
can give them is that “such are the fortunes of war,” and
we trust that hereafter they will learn wisdom and not
invest large sums of money in property of this descrip-
tion, for every day's experience only tends to convince
us that it is a very uncertain species of riches, and
although not taking *‘wings,” nevertheless frequenty
takes “legs” and is lost forever.®*

21. Fisher, Gun and Gospel, 164-69; Freedom’s Champion, Atchison,
April 4, 1863.

22. [J. B. McAfee), Official Military History of Kansas Regiments
During the War for the Suppression of the Great Rebellion (Leavenworth:
W. S. Burke, 1870), 61-63.

23. Freedom's Champion, February 8, 1862.
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Slaves even walked across the Missouri River to
freedom in Kansas when the ice was thick enough to
support their weight, as was reported to be the case in
February 1863 when contrabands in considerable num-
bers crossed over on the frozen river and enlisted in the
Union army.** A few reportedly swam across the river at
some peril to their lives, while others came on skiffs and
ferries. One group that arrived by ferry at Wyandotte
was said to consist of “poor, frightened half-starved
negroes...men and women with little children cling-
ing to them, and carrying all of their earthly possessions
in little bags or bundles, sometimes in red bandana
handkerchiefs.”?

The exodus continued at a rapid pace until the end
of hostilities. Writing from Glasgow, Missouri, to Gov.
Thomas Carney of Kansas, on August 24, 1863, B. W.
Lewis said that hardly a night passed but what from two
to a dozen slaves left their masters. Having incurred
heavy costs in policing his own slaves, Lewis proposed
“to sett [sic] all our Negroes free who may desire it and
put them on a Boat and pay their way to some point in
your State.” Those who preferred to stay, he said, would
be paid wages. Lewis asked the governor to advise him if
there would be any objection to his sending the slaves to
Kansas. Though Lewis’ proposal was no doubt unique,
it was symptomatic of the despair of Missouri slave-
holders regarding the viability of the peculiar institu-
tion. That the slave population of Missouri was seriously
eroded by the flight of blacks during the turmoil and
destruction of the Civil War can be demonstrated by
population statistics. In fact, only 73,81 1 slaves remained
in the state in 1863, as compared with 114,931 in 1860,
or a decline of thirty-five percent. The loss was probably
greater in a qualitative sense than the statistics indicate,
since the greater part of the fugitives were reportedly
able-bodied males and females capable of performing
heavy field labor.?®

I

The influx of contrabands was significant from the
standpoint of the numbers involved and their impact on
the economy and society of wartime Kansas. Table 1]
shows that the black population increased from 627 in
1860 t0 12,527 in 1865, or from 0.6 percent to 8.8 percent

24, W. M. Paxton, Annals of Platte County, Missouri (Kansas City:
Hudsen-Kimberly Publishing Co., 1897), 337-38.

25. Pearl W. Morgan, ed., History of Wyandotte County, Kansas and
Its People, 2 vols. (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1911), 1:232.

26. Records of the Governor's Office, Correspondence Files,
Administration of Gov. Thomas Carney, 1863-64, box 2.1, folder 14,
Archives Department, Kansas State Historical Society {hereafter cited
as KSHS]; Trexler, “Slavery in Missouri,” 206-7.

of the Kansas population. The influx may have been as
great as 15,000, since many black soldiers from Kansas
were out of the state when the census of 1865 was taken.
Although blacks came to Kansas in growing numbers
after the Civil War, and especially in the late 1870s and
early 1880s when the “Exodusters” arrived from the
South, the white population increased even more rapid-
ly. Thus, the blacks declined as a percentage of the total
population—to 4.7 in 1870, 4.3 in 1880, and 3.5 in both
1890 and 1900. In the twentieth century the black popu-
lation of Kansas increased from 3.5 percent of the total
in 1900 to 5.4 percent in 1980. It is therefore noteworthy
that the influx during the Civil War years raised the
black population of Kansas to its highest level in rela-
tion to whites and Indians.

Notonly did the blacks constitute a larger proportion
of the total population of Kansas; they were also highly
concentrated in certain towns and counties, as shown in
Table 2. Eight of the thirty-seven counties that were
enumerated in 1865, contained 77.5 percent of the black
population, and the three leading counties—Leaven-
worth, Douglas, and Wyandotte—contained 55.5 per-
cent of the blacks. Although it lacked a town of any
consequence, Wyandotte County had the third largest
black population in 1865, with nearly half as many
blacks as whites.”” The Kansas census of 1865 shows
that seven towns contained 37.6 percent of all blacks in
the state, and that four towns—Leavenworth, Lawrence,
Archison, and Fort Scott—contained 33.4 percent. There
was one black to every three whites in Fort Scott, a ratio
of one to four in Osawatomie, one to five in Leaven-
worth, Lawrence, and Mound City, and one to seven
in Atchison and Topeka. In the eight most populous
counties, females accounted for 52.3 percent and males
for 47.7 percent of all blacks in 1865. Itis significant that
four of the leading towns—Lawrence, Topeka, Mound
City, and Osawatomie—had been stations on the Under-
ground Railroad. More or less protection was afforded
the contrabands who came to Kansas by the Missouri
River, the Union military establishments at Fort Scott
and Fort Leavenworth, and the antislavery and aboli-

27. Recent excavation by archeological consultant Larry Schmits
and his firm, Environmental Systems Analysis, Inc.,, has revealed
anifacts from Quindaro, an abolitionist river port on the Missouri
River in Wyandotte County, Kansas. Founded in 1857 with help from
the New England Emigrant Aid Society, the town served as a major
port of entry for freed and escaped slaves and free-soil settlers. The
town grew rapidly to a population of about two thousand, but by 1862
was a ghost town. John Reynolds, assistant state archeologist with
the Kansas State Historical Society, who toured the site, said that
the findings were much more extensive and significant than most
expected. Kansas City Times, July 16, 1987, p. 10A.
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TABLE ]

GROWTH OF KANSAS POPULATION, 1860-1900,
DISTINGUISHING WHITES, BLACKS, AND INDIANS

RACE 1860 1865 1870 1880 1890 1900
White 106,390 127,261 346,377 952,155 1,376,619 1,416,319
Black 627 12,527 17,108 43,107 49,710 52,003
Indian and other races 189 382 914 834 1,679 2,173
Total Population 107,206 140,170 364,399 996,096 1,428,108 1,470,495
Percentage White 99.2 90.7 95.1 95.6 96.4 96.3
Percentage Black 0.6 8.8 4.7 4.3 35 35

Source: U.S. Censuses, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1890, 1900; Kansas 1865 MS. Census,
Vol. 10, Compendium of Statistics Reported to the Legislature,
Archives Department, Kansas State Historical Society

TABLE 2

BLACKS IN THE LEADING KANSAS TOWNS AND COUNTIES,
1865, COMPARED WITH THE TOTAL POPULATION

Blacks All Total Total
In Town Blacks In Town County
Population County Population Population

Leavenworth 2,455 3,374 15,409 24,256
(Leavenworth County)

Lawrence and North Lawrence 933 2,078 5,401 15,814
(Douglas County)

Wyandotte County 1,504 4,827

Atchison 613 8,909
(Atchison County)

Fort Scott 787 7,961
(Bourbon County)

Mound City 690 6,543
(Linn County)

Osawatomie 409
(Miami County)

Topeka
(Shawnee County)

Totals

Source: Kansas 1865 MS. Census.
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tionist sentiments of the townspeople and rural inhabi-
tants.®®

The “Black Brigade” was brought to Kansas chiefly
to supply much needed farm labor. As more and more
contrabands arrived in the state, many were dispersed
over the countryside and employed as rural wage
laborers. After several wagons loaded with contrabands
had passed through two of the border towns in Janu-
ary 1862, one editorial writer predicted that the coming
crop season would find “Kansas better provided with
free labor than any of the Western States.” Later in the
same year the editor of the Fort Scott Bulletin made a
tour of the Neosho River valley. He observed that
cultivated farms were springing up on all sides, and
“almost every farm was supplied with labor in the shape
of a good healthy thousand dollar Contraband, to do
the work while the husbands, fathers and brothers are
doing the fighting.”* Another journalist noted that
black labor, mostly that of fugitives from Missouri, was
largely responsible for producing the bountiful Kansas
harvest of 1863. He said that large quantities of labor
were needed to harvest the wheat, since very little
machinery was used on Kansas farms and the crop
needed to be taken off quickly once it had ripened.
Even Senator Lane was reported to have used contra-
bands to build a fence around his Douglas County farm
and to experiment with the growing of cotton with free
black labor.*

Whether or not the contrabands settled on farms or
in the towns depended upon several circumstances.
Relatively few arrived with sufficient wealth and experi-
ence to begin as farmers. The overwhelming majority
depended upon wage employment, and as the demand
for farm labor was to a large extent seasonal, the
contrabands’ chances of obtaining work was contingent
upon their arrival in Kansas during the crop season. If
they arrived in the winter months the towns were most
likely to supply the means of subsistence.

28. Kansas 1865 MS. Census, vol. 10, Compendium of Statistics
reported to the Legislature, Archives Department, KSHS. In a Report
of the Committee on Freedmen to the General Association of the
Congregational Churches of Kansas in June 1865, two ministers wrote,
“that there are not less than fifteen thousand freedmen in Kansas.
Most of them have become free since the commencement of the war.
Theyare most numerous in the eastern part of the State, especially in
and near the larger cities and villages.” The Congregational Record, 7
(June: 1865):13.

29. Osawatomie Herald, reprinted in the Conservative (daily), Leaven-
worthy, January 25, 1862; The Fort Scott Bulletin, November 29, 1862.

30. Leavenworth Daily Conservative, May 27, 1863; Stephenson,
Political Career of General James H. Lane, 132-33.

“Contrabands in large numbers are fleeing from
Missouri into Kansas and especially into Lawrence; 131
came into Lawrence in ten days, yesterday 27 had arrived
by 2 P.M.,” wrote John B. Wood of Lawrence to George L.
Stearns in Boston on November 19, 1861. Continuing,
he said, “thus far they have been taken care of, as the
farmers needed help.” He warned, however, that the
hundreds, if not thousands, who were employed in
harvesting the crops would soon be unemployed, and
they would gather in Lawrence for the inhabitants to
feed and clothe with the assistance of the “friends of
humanity at the East.” The contrabands came to Law-
rence by the scores and hundreds, according to Richard
Cordley. For a time their numbers and needs threatened
to overwhelm the inhabitants. “But they were strong
and industrious, and by a little effort work was found for
them, and very few, if any of them, became objects of
charity,” said Cordley.”

Recalling her girlhood experiences with the contra-
bands of Lawrence, Agnes Emery wrote that at the
beginning and through the years of the Civil War “a
veritable army of slaves drifted into Lawrence as if by
instinct, to a sort of haven.” She told of the contrabands
who worked for the Emery family on their hilltop farm
near Lawrence as follows:

“Old Mary” could get up a breakfast that we did not
know was possible. She could cook in such a manner as
to make food of many plants that we did not know
existed. “George” who lived in our barn was trustworthy
and devoted to our interests. We always felt perfectly
safe to know that he was near enough [to] protect us if
the need arose....Emily Taylor came two days each
week, for years and years, to do our laundry. She also
helped in sickness and in deaths. I well remember the
day she came to tell us of the death of President Lincoln.
Everyone in our family was depressed by the news.*?

Besides helping the contrabands secure a livelihood,
Lawrence citizens made a concerted effort to teach
the newcomers to read and write. While the children
attended the public schools, adults were encouraged to
join classes after working hours. S. N. Simpson, who
started the first Sunday bsc}goo] in Lawren_c_g\ in 1855,
established a night school for contrabands which met
five or six nights a week for two hours in the court-
house. Classes were taught by a corps of volunteer
teachers who were described as women and men of

31. John B. Wood to George L. Stearns, November 19, 1861, Papers
of George Luther Stearns and Mary Elizabeth Stearns, Manuscripts
Department, KSHS; Cordley, Pioneer Days in Kansas, 137-38.

32. Agnes Emery, Reminiscences of Early Lawrence (Lawrence: 1954),
20-21.



40

Kansas History

culture, character, and consecration. About one hun-
dred adults, entirely ignorant of their letters, applied
themselves earnestly to the simple lessons given in the
spelling books. Study and recitation were interspersed
with the singing of familiar hymns. In the course of a few
weeks several of the blacks were able to read with some
fluency and were ready to commence with figures.”

The contrabands who came to Lawrence were a
church-going people. Cordley said that a Sunday school
was organized and Sunday evening services were con-
ducted for them at the Congregational Church. They
outgrew this facility, and, about one year after their
arrival, the new Freedmen’s Church was dedicated on
September 28, 1862. It was described as “a fine comfort-
able brick Church,” believed to be the first one ever
erected in the United States for fugitive slaves. Cordley
said the church was “filled with an attentive congrega-
tion of ‘freedmen’—all lately from bondage, and all
neatly dressed as a result of their short experience of
free labor.”*

After the difficult period of first arrival when white
paternalism was most conspicuous in the adjustment to
freedom, the contrabands encountered racial hostility
and reacted by drawing on their own latent but slender
resources in an effort to build a viable black community.
Agnes Emery recalled that the freedmen did their share
in becoming good citizens. “They were kind to each
other in times of illness and misfortune, their demands
were few, they were strong, eager, and willing to work,
and soon made themselves useful in the community.”
After meeting in white churches and then in the
inter-denominational Freedmen’s Church, the blacks
“divided into various ecclesiastical camps” with their
own preachers. They met together to celebrate such
anniversaries as the Fourth of July, slave emancipation
in the British West Indies, and, beginning in 1864,
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. In 1864 the black
women of Lawrence organized the Ladies Refugee Aid
Society to collect food, clothing, and money to assist
freedmen who had fallen on hard times.”®

33. Lawrence Republican, January 2, 1862; Cordley, Pioneer Days in
Kansas, 138-44; Cordley, History of Lawrence, 182-85.

34. Lawrence Republican, October 9, 1862; Cordley, Pioneer Days in
Kansas, 144-49.

35. Emery, Reminiscences of Early Lawrence, 20; Cordley, Pioneer Days

. in Kansas, 145; Lawrence Republican, July 20, August 7, 1862; Kansas

Daily Tribune, Lawrence, December 25, 1863; Kathe Schick, “Lawrence
Black Communiry” (unpublished manuscript, Watkins Community
Museum, Lawrence), Chapters 1 and 12, cited by Marilyn Dell Brady,

_ “Kansas Federation of Colored Women'’s Clubs, 1900-1930," Kansas

History 9 (Spring 1986): 19-30.

The occupations of 624 blacks in Douglas County
are shown in the 1865 census, of which 349 lived in
Lawrence and North Lawrence, and 275 in rural parts
of the county. Soldiering was the leading occupation of
the blacks in Lawrence and North Lawrence, where 95
were so designated. Following behind the soldiers were
85 day laborers. Of the 92 female workers, 49 were
domestics, 27 were employed at washing and ironing
or as washerwomen, 7 worked as housekeepers, 6 as
servants, and 3 as cooks. In all, some 270 blacks or
four-fifths of the town total, were unskilled laborers.
The other one-fifth consisted of skilled and semiskilled
workers. There were 23 teamsters, 8 blacksmiths, 6
porters, 4 barbers, 3 hostlers, 3 woodcutters, 2 stone-
masons, 2 draymen, 2 rock quarriers, and one each
of distiller, saloonkeeper, miner, harnessmaker, brick
moulder, coachman, carpenter, shoemaker, printer, and
preacher.*®

The high ratio of rural to urban black workers, or
44.0 percent of all workers, may possibly be explained
by the fact that the census was taken on May 1, 1865,
when much farm labor was needed. There were 145
blacks designated as farmers, 59 as laborers or day
laborers, and 31 as farm laborers. Although these occu-
pations are not defined clearly, it seems reasonable to
assume that almost all of the blacks so designated per-
formed agricultural wége labor. Thirteen other farmers
and one other farm laborer were residents in Lawrence
and North Lawrence. The remaining rural males con-
sisted of 10 teamsters, 6 soldiers, 4 brickmakers, and one
each of porter, blacksmith, and schoolteacher. The rural
females consisted of 9 domestics, 5 servants, 1 washer-
woman, and 1 employed at washing and ironing.*’

As the oldest town in Kansas, Leavenworth and the
nearby federal fort by the same name was the largest
population center in Kansas in 1865. Its growth was
largely a result of its steamboat and overland wagon
transport facilities and its place as a mobilization and
supply center. The towns of Atchison and Leavenworth
were first settled primarily by Missourians whose sympa-
thies were proslavery. By 1858, however, Leavenworth
had a free-state majority and the town hosted a state
convention that adopted a radical antislavery constitu-
tion, which, although nominally approved by popular
vote, was defeated by the U.S. Congress. Within months
of the outbreak of the Civil War, Leavenworth had
become a cosmopolitan town with inhabitants from all
quarters of the Union and refugees and fugitives from
the rebel states. A soldier from Wisconsin wrote home

36. Kansas 1865 MS. Census, Vol. 3, Douglas County.
37. Ibid.
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This night scene entitled “Negroes Leaving Their Home" illustrated Harper's 1864 announcement that “hundreds of thousands of poor,
outraged creatures are coming weekly into the Union lines at all points in the field.”

in February 1862, saying, “The city is full of ‘contra-
bands,’ alias runaway negroes from Missouri; of whom
it is said there are a thousand in the neighborhood.—
They are of all ages and characters, pious Uncle Toms
and half-ape Topseys.”* Five months later, in an edi-
torial’ entitled “Our Colored Population,” the black
population of Leavenworth was estimated at fifteen
hundred, almost all of whom were newcomers and the
great majority fugitive slaves from Missouri. These
people, with scarcely a single exception, had arrived at
Leavenworth “wholly destitute of the means of living.”
As they came in large numbers, and many of them in
mid-winter, suffering among them was inevitable.*

38. iLeavenworth Daily Conservative, February 7, 1862.

39. Ibid., July 8, 1862. For the autobiography of Henry Clay Bruce,
a slave who escaped from his master in Brunswick, Missouri, and,
together with his intended wife, came to Leavenworth, Kansas, and
lived there for some years, see H. C. Bruce, The New Man: Twenty-Nine
Years a Slave. Twenty-Nine Years a Free Man (York, Pa.: P. Anstadt and
Sons, 1895; reprinted New York, 1969); The author is indebted to
William Lewin for calling his attention to this book.

Compared with Lawrence, Leavenworth had a more
formal and extensive organization to provide for the
contrabands’ welfare. On February 5, 1862, some of the
town’s white leaders met with their black counterparts at
the First Colored Baptist Church to “take into consider-
ation measures for the amelioration of the condition of
the colored people of Kansas.” Prominent white leaders
in attendance were Col. Daniel R. Anthony, Dr. R. C.
Anderson, and Richard J. Hinton. The black com-
munity was represented by the Rev. Robert Caldwell
of the Baptist church, Lewis-Overton; a teacher in a
black school, and Capt. William D. Mathews, a free
mulatto military officer. Several months later, Charles H.
Langston, a free mulatto schoolteacher,became a promi-
nent leader in the black community. Hinton, a promi-
nent journalist and abolitionist, had interviewed John
Brown and his chief aide, John Henrie Kagi, during
their stay in Kansas in 1858. At the Leavenworth meet-
ing Hinton presented a plan of organization for the
Kansas Emancipation League, which was approved.
Anthony was elected president, Dr. Anderson, treasurer,
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Hinton, chief secretary, Overton and Caldwell, mem-
bers of the executive committee, and Mathews, superin-
tendent of contrabands. Dr. Anderson told the audience
of the origin of the scheme for sending an agent East to
lay before the public the condition of the contrabands
and to solicit aid. Before the meeting adjourned, a com-
mittee submitted a skeleton constitution and by-laws
which were adopted.®

The Kansas Emancipation League's second meeting
was held on February 10, 1862. After the minutes of the
preceding meeting and the formal constitution and by-

kidnapping which occur daily in this city.” This matter
was taken into consideration by a committee that was
directed to work with police and military officials to
provide protection to the black residents of Leaven-
worth and the state of Kansas. The object of the league,
it was agreed, should be to “assist all efforts to destroy
slavery, but more especially to take supervision and
control of the contraband element so freely coming to
our State.” Furthermore, it was “the object of the League
to encourage industry, education and morality among
these people, to find them employment and thus make

them a benefit and not a burden to the State which
shelters them.” As superintendent of contrabands, Cap-
tain Mathews was instructed “to take charge and pro-
vide for their temporary wants and in every way look
after their interests.”*!

laws were read and approved, Richard Hinton “brought
to the attention of the League the constant attempts at

40. Leavenworth Daily Conservative, February 8, 1862; Richard Warch
and Jonathan F. Fanton, eds, Great Lives Observed: John Brown
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1973), 41, 53-56: Quarles, The

Negro in the Civil War, 126-28. 41. Leavenworth Daily Conservative, February 12, 1862.
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1TO THE ,
FRIENDS OF IMPARTIAL FIREEDOM.
Ovr nam: indicates th> purpos2 of E;gnniz ition.  The hour has past for elaborate argumer

it in regard to that cnormous
erime whose results arc visible in civil strife. War teaches in such startling language that none not Wilfully blind cun fuil to '"‘:"g
its import—that Union is imposible and Froedoin s myth while Slavery exists. Liberty deals with Human, and not alone wit
National life. In it is no geography—no race—no color,—May is more than all. We seck resuits o-Aly. Therefore, and primarily
we work to overthrow Slavery, remove evil effcts from the nation, and cspecially to elevate the victit® into self-respecting men ond
wom>n. This, then, is onr spcial work. It lies at our door and waits for our hands.

Kansas was honored in b:iny the instrument whereby this continental tide of despotisim was first A
Slavery must, by its o.vn laws, calminate in forc:. A teritory large as u continent was saved, and a . People educated iuto the con-
viction that there can bz no peacz withont justice.  Oat of Kansas cam: Harper’s Ferry—the sacrilic ial culminution of the century.
in whose esp:eial gr.ndeur our common humanity is glorificd. It is the glory and triumph of our Stte that her citizens have et
th death of those who dic for man. T'he Nation sces how the key-note— FReepox—which our gran ! prelude struck so gloriously.
.uns with cver-incraasing sudlimity through the varying chords of that maguificent symphony of sorr®¥ and gladness, sacrifice uud
triumph, the centurics have prepared for thes: hours.  This strife is but the drift of the agds. It cay? O0ly cease when recognizinz
the Futherbood of God and the Brotherhood of Man—the Union shall arise, disenlhrnlled—redeeme(“i_""“mph“m_cmbody"’3 n
its national life the equal rights of Man.

But honor brings duties. Onc there is about us now. 1t was truc for Misoari in '54,—that
could not remain Slave. It is now truc for Kansas—tbat Missouri a Slave State, Kansas cannot rea ™ h
our border the beacon-light to the oppreasad, and the nzcassitics of the war have brouzht—soeking 1#102rty and suppliants for pro-
tection—thousands of unfortunate victims from bondage itsell. They are among us with all the perso®3! evils and misfortanes of a
system wich has ciabruted them. They arc to bz lifted out of the slough, made manly.and.useful, g through all the opportuni-
tics which this revolution brings, valuable to tlic nation, to the State, and to themselve:,  Common bu.MANity, if nothing else, would
forbid refusing that refuge they seck in Kansas

We hav.: thus thrown amang us nearly four thonaand ““contrabands” They throng our towns, th €Y 8¢ found throughout onr
bord:r counties. Fortunately for them they come at a tim2 when our farms and workshops are denudt_’d.‘)f labor.  Jur young men
are fizhting for the Union, E‘armcr, mechanic, laborer, und professipnal man alike are scrving Liberty, ‘:“ the armed ran Hence
it is that this influx of a populution, ordinarily no ways desirable, has ben productive of benefit to ,to¢ State. Our next harvest
wiil l:)u larger through their lubor. This would have been moce generally true, bad there baen from thE ©neet an intelligent supervi-
sion by an organization’such as we propose.

Friexps :—This is the sp cia! Eorm find to do. It is a practical question. We may difforf 88 t:;dte“l? and methods of
attacking Slavery ; as to measures to be used in preventing evils which some perceive likely to grow 7 31CCER ¢ :g%?bé:s'?fm"
Ao, - The vexed question of «* What shall we do with the negro ?” ma{ b to some of us wo questlonf, 7 i "o ion of thi

2 of primary importance; we may have been colonizationist or anti-colocizationist ; for or against emi™ =" ™ P

stayed. Horce we learnt that

P’.'.nnszu a Frez State, Missouri
1ain Free. Events have made

Organized early in 1862 at Leavenworth, the interracial Kansas Emancipation League gave aid and encouragement to the contrabands
who were arriving in growing numbers.
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black males. Beginning in October 1863, the Kansas
State Colored Convention met annually in the leading
cities to debate and act upon such issues as equal
suffrage, the right to serve in the state militia, the right
of trial by a jury of political equals, and the abolition of
discriminatory practices by the proprietors of stages,
railroad cars, barber shops, hotels, saloons, and other
public institutions.**

In the face of an overpowering Negrophobic white
majority, the blacks of Kansas turned more and more to
their own cultural heritage, to their schools, churches,
lodges, mutual aid societies, and the celebration of
anniversaries that marked their progress from slavery to
freedom. One such celebration was the emancipation

54. Ibid., July 10, 21, August 22, September 13, October 11,
December 24, 1863, January 15, February 4, 10, 1864, October 20, 1866;
Thomas C. Cox, Blacks in Topeka, Kansas 1865-1915: A Social History
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1982), 16-35.

of the slaves in the British West Indies on August 1, 1834.
On August 1, 1864, the black community of Leavenworth
and vicinity began their celebration of West Indian
emancipation with a procession headed by the Colored
Battery of Capt. William D. Mathews, followed by the
Sabbath schools, and the Suffrage Club. Not less than
two thousand people met at Fackler’s Grove where a
fine dinner, interesting speeches, and splendid music
were enjoyed.*

It is ironic that when the U.S. Supreme Court came
to consider race discrimination a century after Kansas
Territory had been a staging ground for civil war on the
issue of chattel slavery, it was a case brought by a black
Kansan against the school board in the state's capital
city that overturned court-enforced segregation and
ushered in the Civil Rights Movement. KH

55. Leavenworth Daily Conservative, July 31, August 2, 1864.



