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DHE Guiteras family of Rhode Island (which lineage
# was transplanted from Spain by way of Cuba) was
long notably distinguished in Spain befure the removal
of a scion thereof to the Island of Cuba, in which latter
vicinity it maintained without diminution the honor of
its ancestry, and removing thence to the United States,
in unbroken continuity has flourished in excellence in
that land of its adoption.

I

DON MATEO GUITERAS, sun of Don Juan Guitéras, ancestor of
the Rhode Island linc, was a native of Canet Le Mar, Spain. He died in
Spain. His son, Don Mateo Guitéras, married Dofla Maria De Molins.
(See De Molins.) Their son, Ramdn, of whom further,

111

RAMON GUITERAS was born at Canet Le Mar, Spain, in 1775, and
removed in early manhood to Cuba, where he engaged in mercantile pur-
suits; he acquired extensive lands, which he devoted largely to the cultiva-
tion of coffee, and had his residence at Matanzas, on that Island. He was
onc of the Spanish settlers of noble ancestry resident in Cuba, who, before
the internecine disturbances grew formidable in Cuba, removed thence and
helped to augment the prosperity of the region; he acquired a fortune of
considcrable proportivns, but his allegiance to Spain, the country of his
birth and ancestors, was of unbroken continuance. He returned to Spain
with his threc young suns, Ramoén, Juan, and Pedro José, and after residing
in Barcclona for several years returned to Cuba, where his sons, Antonio
and Euscbio, and his daughter, Gertrudis Isabelle, were born.

He married, in Spain, prior to his removal to Cuba, Dofia Gertrudis
Font, born at Canct Le Mar, in 1779. She accompanied her husband to
Cuba. Her mother, before her marriage, was Dofia Maria Xiques.

The Font coat-of-arms is as follows:

Arms—Azure, a fountain composed of a basin standing in another basin,
spouting four jets of water, all argent. (Catalonia, Spain.)
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Their children were:

1. Ramdn, of whom further.

Juan, born 1812, died 1831.

3. Pedro José, born in Matanzas, Cuba, May 17, 1814, died in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, February 3, 189o. He was a literary man
and distinguished historian. He worked to better the condition
and education of the women of Cuba, a matter little attended
to in his time. He married Gener.

4. Antonia, born in Matanzas, Cuba, June 20, 1819, died in Spain at
the age of about eighty. He was educated in his native place
and at a college in Paris; although he was educated in the law,
he devoted himself to teaching and he became one of the most
distinguished educators in Cuba; he was a noted writer, a
translator of Latin works, and president of a boys’ college in
Matanzas. He married Teresa Gener, and they were the
parents of thirteen children, six of whom are now living.

Gertrudis Isabelle, born in Matanzas, Cuba, in 1821,

Eusebio, born in Matanzas, Cuba, March 5, 1823, died in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, December 24, 1893. He dedicated his atten-
tion to literary studies and to Spanish and foreign classics. He
was once imprisoned because of the expression of his liberal
ideas. Ilc was a great cducator and his college, which he and
his brother directed, contributed greatly towards Cuban cul-
ture. He wrote several books. He founded the literary center
in Matanzas known as “El Liceo.” He won a gold medal in
1861 for his “Romance Cubano.” He left various translations
of classics, works of study, Cuban life, poetry, etc. He mar
ried Gener.

L)

e

v

RAMON GUITERAS was born at Matanzas, Cuba, August 4, 1811.
‘When his parents returned to Spain, their young son, Ramén, then four
years of age, accompanied them, but later returned to Cuba, where his
preliminary education was obtained. This he subsequently completed by
extensive study during his travels in Europe, when he found a considerable
and enjoyable opportunity for the employment of his rare and unusual
versatility in foreign languages; his travels were marked by a visit to the
country of his ancestors, Spain, where, at Barcelona, he resided for four
years. From his father, Ramén Guiteras received a considerable inherit-
ance, which afforded him full scope for the life of a gentleman and a scholar,
for which, both by ancestry and nature, he was endowed and qualified.
Before his death, he disposcd of the greater portion of his father’s Cuban
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property, having previously removed to Bristol, Rhode Island, where he
established his permanent domicile. He died February 13, 1873.

He married, at Bristol, Rhode Island, September 27, 1853, Elizabeth
Manchester Wardwell, daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Manchester)
Wardwell. (See Wardwell VI.)

Issue:

1. Gertrude Elizabeth, now residing in Bristol, Rhode Island.
2. Ramdn, of whom further.

v

DR. RAMON GUITERAS, son of Ramén and Elizabeth Manchester
(Wardwell) Guiteras, was born at Bristol, Rhode Island, August 17, 1858,
He passed his boyhood years in his native town, and his preparatory educa-
tion was obtained in the schools of that place; he later prepared for his col-
legiate studies at Mowry and Goff’s English and Classical School, in Provi-
dence, and thereafter entering Harvard University, completed the classical
course. Of the various learned professions open to his selection, none
appealed more strongly to Dr. Guiteras than that of medicine and surgery;
and for the fulfillment of the purposes of his life career he matriculated at
the Harvard Medical School and, completing the course there, was gradu-
ated with the degree of M. D. in 1883. During his college course Dr. Gui-
teras had developed a marked capability for the intricate problems involved
in his chosen field, and after his graduation he voyaged to Europe to obtain
the benefit of its various great centers of knowledge in medical science. He
studied at Vienna for eighteen months, and thereafter was at Berlin for
six months of study under its most eminent surgeons.

Thereafter, Dr. Guiteras returned to the United States, and became
resident in New York City. One of the first acts of his career, after his
establishment there, was to take the naval medical examination for the post
of assistant surgeon, one of the severest in the service, and in which he
joined merely as a personal experimental test of his ability and knowledge.
He passed with the highest honors of his class and was given an appoint-
ment at once, from which, however, he immediately resigned. In order to
obtain a variety of practical experience, he then entered the Charity Hos-
pital on Blackwell’s Island, and from that connection, in the diversified
opportunities there afforded him, derived the greatest advantages.

Dr. Guiteras began the active private practice of his profession in the
city of New York. Specializing on surgery, his skill, judgment and extended
knowledge soon made his name widely and favorably known, and his sery-
ices were eagerly sought by the leading institutions of medical learning in
the East. He accepted a professorship in the Post-Graduate Medical School,
and occupied that chair for a number of years. His skill in surgery and his
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demonstrated ability to cope with the difficult problems that confront the
medical practitioner had given him eminence in his profession, and he was
soon acknowledged as one of the leading physicians and surgcons of the
Metropolis. Witha practice large and extended, he also enjoyed the highest
approbation and recognition among the foremost of his fellow-practitioners
in the profession; his labors and attention to his chosen work were as inde-
fatigable as his mind was trained and skilled; and by his investigations and
experimental work in surgery and medicine, he conferred incalculable bene-
fits upon this most profound and most important branch of world knowledge.

In addition to the engrossing labors of his active practice, Dr. Guiteras
found opportunity to enrich the literature of his profession with two vol-
umes which, on the suhjects therein treated, have been received both nation
ally and internationally as authoritics, and of these one has been translated
into several foreign languages. Dcath intervened before he conld complete
an additional volume which, like those preceding from his pen, displayed
markedly the profound knowledge and erudite attainments of the author.

Dr. Guiteras mage frequent trips to Eurupe and also to Cuba, in which
latter, as the place of birth of his father, he always retained an abiding inter-
est, lovking to its welfare and upbuilding. He amassed much valuable and
accurate information as to the real conditions on the island, both politically
and socially, and also from the medical standpoint; and his eminence as an
authority upon affairs there led the Government of the United States to
entrust him with scveral secret missions pertaining to Cuba. Among these
was the trip, which he undertook at the request of President Wilson, in 1917,
comprising an effort to ascertain, for the benefit of the leaders of the Nation,
the real viewpoint of the people of Cuba in relation to the war in Europe.
On his return to America, Di. Guiteras made public the results of his inves-
tigations. ITe wasalso a member of various important government advisory
boards, and perhaps no one in his profession did more than he, after the
plunging of Europe into war, in devoting the resvurces of his skill and
knowledge to the benefit of the war's tull of wounded and suffering.

Among the various associations of medical learning, of which he was a
member, were the Society of Genito-Urinary Surgeons; the Rhode Island
Medical Society; the Spanish-American and Latin-American Medical As-
sociation (of which he was president) ; and the American Urological Associ
ation. For many years he was sccrctary of the Pan American Medical Con-
gress; was a member of the American Medical Association, and of the State
and County Medical associations of New York; of the New York Academy
of Medicine; of the New York Urological Society ; and a fellow of the Amer-
ican C nllege of Surzcry He was also visiting surgcon of the Post-Graduate
and C Iting surgeon and director of the French
Hospital, as well as bemg for a time one of its aperating surgeons; and con-
sulting surgeon of the City Hospital. In addition, he filled the chair of
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Professor of Venercal and Genito-Urinary Surgery of the New York Post-
Graduate Medical School. He also gave his services to the Italian Hospital
in New York, and the Italian Government, in recognition thereof, conferred
upon him a gold medal,

Dr. Guiteras, like the late President Roosevelt, found his greatest relax-
ation from arduous labors in the out-of-doors life; he was a fine shot and
ardent hunter; and in his pursuit of big game had journeyed as far as
Africa and other distant portions of the globe.

The life of this great scientist was brought to a close on December 13,
1917, when the world lost one of its most profound thinkers and humani-
tarian benefactors. Dr. Guitcras was unmarried.
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