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tingency: They will net preei~ely ali )"oullil., 
ft. .. i·ve.It into the dis~~eiIi!!,"N ow, sir, those of us .who. re IIware of theeys- Iten

tern by which the lslnnd ofCllba il now governed i 1'1 f. that the remark!' III 
-those ofue who are aware at Ihe fnct,thntthere I' £Iii!'! III Il louree ae my . 
is not a single inhabitant of thll.t island who is ,EOIl rana,,,i11 be caltlll 

would act, or any other man might IIct, without 
ueine: censured 80 much, who .hould lind that a 
piratical vessel waa ohout to seize hill. Rhip arid 
crew. You might blow up your powdtr maga· 
zine in such a caRe as that, without incurring the 
censure of the world. That is all, in my opinion, 
which lhe Spanish Government conteqljJhl.lu. If 
they lind that, from nny q'Jarter of this Union, 
there is a piraticnl expedition set on foot, with a 
view to take the island from tht-m, and that there 
ia a certainty that the island will be taken from 
their poeseuion I\nd custody by that means, they 
will blow lIJl th~ir powder magazine. 

The Spanish Government has given us notie. 
of that f',r many yeare back. It haa never been 
concealed by them. They havedeclnred overnnd 
over ~ain, more than ten feara ago~ to the Va· 
rloua e:entlemen who occupied-stations Il.tthll head 
of the Stale Department, that if such a thing aR 
that ahould be done they would ruin the island, 
ra.J,ln!r than permit us to take it in that manner. 
J'{ow, then, let the honorable Senator understand 
just preciaely the difference between ua. It he I 
'brings proof forward for the purpose of showing i 
that, he only brings forward proof to show what I 

I concede; but I deny, from the evidence before 
me, that the honorable Senator clln proeluce IIny 1 

proof whiltever to show that the SpaniRh Govern- , 
ment, in the.prest-nt condition of affairs, irlt~ndR to 
emnncipate the slaves in Cuba, or,to use the hon­
orable Senator's own language, that such a scheme 
as that is in progress of execution. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President,l did not hear Ihe 
remnrks of the honornbleSenatorfrom Louisiana, 
but if I understand them as commented on by the 
S~nator from D~laware, he made a statement thlll 
the Spanish Government has it in contempllltion 
to set free the nt-groes in Cuba in the event of an 
invasion of that island, or an insurrection on the 
ialnnd. 

Mr. CLAYTON. No, sir; that waa not his 
statemtnt. 

Mr. GWIN. If it is denied that it Is in r.on­
templation by the Spanish Government to set the 
'negroes there free, in the event of an in'IJrrection; I 

I undertake to eay that it can be readily estab-I 
Jished. 

Mr. CLAYTOi-l. The honorable Senator will 
plense not to understand me ne denying any such: 
thing ll.9 that. I have not said that, in the neht of: 
an insurreclion in the islllnd,an insurrection which 
should take the government or the country ollt"r 
the ha"ds of Spain, her civil authoritils in the 
island might not proceed to thie extremity. I 
have not denied that; I have not nid that would 
not be done. What I hue laitl is, thllt the posi­
tion- taken by the honorabtl! Senator from Louis. 
iRon, in my humble judgment, Cannot be lubstlln­
tiated, lind that poeltion ie, that there 18, lit this 
time, in progress of executton, II sehemllto eman­
cipate the slavee in Cuba. 

Mr. GWIN. For 8evernl year. bilek, on my 
way 10 take my Beat in thl! Senate, I hav!i lItopped 
in Havana, anil I wae distim,tly inf'ormed,l\hd 
papen were Ihown to me in which the threat wns 
held Ollt to the Inhabitants of that island by the 
authorities,~hat if they did altemrtan insurrec­
tion, the negroes would be tUrned 10llse upon 
them. This has been known to be the f10licy of 
thnt Government, nnd it has deterred the inhabit­
ante of th. island from resisting the Cppression 
under whieh they have been groaning for years. 
They have been deterred by the apprehl!Mion that 
their n~groee would be tllrned 100S8 upon them, 
and armed fof the pUrpl18' of a servile insurrec­
tion, in the even t of a revolution in the il\land. 1 
have not a IIOlitary doubt that there i., and hilS 
been for yeftrs, a power repoled in the authorities 
th.rr, by Spain, to free ever), n'gro on the i.land, 
and arm them in case oj' a revolution. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I nid before that I donot 
wish to enter into the diliclllisioh of thla subject, 
nnd I am very loth to be drawn into uying any­
thing on a matter which I eonsider now 10 be 
properIYI".ft th.ll.lR\mittee on Foreign ~el!,,­
t,nns 0(" befit!!' Il~ 1 am surprised, Sir, III 
"iew..o( t "r~t,icl Wopmenta, in view of the 
infor~&ioll whte~ !'Mi'l!l.t ~eaClhed us from Cuba, 
that.a ~'Dtlem.lt.i"f1\t1iil'''''rience. o~ t~e Senator
from DeJ.war:1\ i'&Ij€"h;,,~\lnhesitatlllgly ex­
preue& hll disllft iI.I .Hertiona which have 
be.en r~l1.tedlJ1 ~fi .diff••nl Senators upon 
tlua door; ~l ",f,, •. ~..~.'.~(; , ,• .. ,". \. 
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allowed to have a pointed kni/'llin his family- ,prelllriolt IIpon the minds 'e; 
tho~e of us who are aware or the Rystem of !fe' land as I do verily beti.., .... .' .' n 
pionage which now pr.vails in the island-th • 
of us who are aWare of the threats that h.a e 
been repeatedly mnde by the Caplllin Genel'lll 
of the Island, that at the first indication ot an 
attempt on the part of the peopl~ to r~over their 
fre~d()m, their own slaves shall be armed against 
them-nnd those of us who have followed up 
these Indications and these fllctS, and who are 
IIware of the system, by which the reflstry of 
slnves upon the i811lnd is conducted, and Who ba.e 
looked at the.lftt. proclnmrUion of the Cnplain Gen­
eral in reilition to the registry, whll can see the 
fact thllt that proclnmation will \ltoduce a change 
in ths status of the black population of that island, 
can by no possibility entertain a tloubt of the 
scheme which hu been delioerately (ormed, nnd 
which, 1 tepeat, is how in progress ot e:tecution 
upon the island. 

Sir, we all know, or at least Ihose of us who 
have paid any aUentibn to that SUbject know. 
that for a long series of years plist, by reasOn of 
the ve,ry heavy duties which have been Imposed 
upon the transfer ofslaYes from one proprietor to 
another, these slavel hnve passed from hand to 
hand by parol. The money haa been ,i\'en, and 
the elate thus passed to a new owner. Aecording 
to a recent prochlrnation, every slave In the pili. 
session of an individual who carlnnt shew a regis­
tered title to him, ill to be mnde free now upon the 
apol. If i am not misinformed, nearly one fourth 
of thos. Who ars rnlly slaves upon the leland will 
be made free, under the operatiorl of this procla' 
mation. There, sit, is t\)e very 6r8t step to""ar~s 
what the Legislature of Louisiana hu termed the 
Africanlzation of the 1.ldnd of Cuba. 'this is the 

.Iaat pi.ce of information that has com8 to us from 
that island. 

In addition to this, we have theetatements made 
by the h6hcirable Senator himself the other morn­
ing, ill Which he assured us that ror a series of 
years pnet tha bll\ck popUlation at the island hlte 
ueen inc.reasill~ in a rapid rlltio. )\(ow, everyone 
of Ihese slavell in tuct-not, I believe, slaves 
legally. aeMrding to the institutions IIRd laws of 
Cuba, but slues hOW in fact-dre 10 be set frell. 
All thoee who are actllally slahsl but who hnve 
been l'a88ed from hand to hAIlII. ,¥ithout the fhrm­
.tllty of a not'lrinlselll, will also be let free under 
thia proclamation in relation to registration. 1'he~e 
wIll form a boily of black troops to assist the 
Spanish troop. against the white population oj'the 
ialalld. 

M yllolleague, iit the speech WhicH he plad. a 
short tUtlli ngo, that attracted so mudl titulntion 
in the llOlmtry, demonetrated to thl! Senate t.hat 
the ,Intention of the British Govetnment--dnd it 
hll. belln futly shown in ita cortespohdence lind 
ne/(otlntions with the Spanish Government-iB ,to 
Indllte the lallerGovernment toconsiderthe blacks 
nnd .-hites'j uplln the islnlld,ns one common pop­
ulation, to be taken cllre of, and p'~otected by one 
commoh set of rel?;ulations applicable to both 
clns8es of the "cipuilltion. 

I shall not go further into thIs sUbjett now; sir; 
but I refar to theee facta for the purpose of show­
ing that this is not an idle aPr'rehension, that it ie 
not one wirhout fountlntion; and when tile discus­
sion comes upi think we shall be able to ahdw the 
Sendtor sudi fllcts and such proofs as will ehake 
even his well·formed conviction 10 the contl'llty. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 tiee to uk wliat ia the 
pendin~,ljuestio'1? 

The PRESiDING OFFICER, (Mr. WRLLU 
in the chair.) The question is on ~ererring the 
reeolutions whieh have been presented by the Sell­
ator from Louisiana to th. Committee on Fot~lgn 
Relations. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Huution wHi be 
taken without further debate." It will be milch 
belter to hllve the debate come up on the report 
of the Commi~tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise to express the hope 
that this tlebate will not be continued. I do not 
think that the discussion at thie time, under the 
circumstances, il calculated to lead to any valu­
able result. ' 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. Pretlident, I said be­
ror., that I did not propo.. at thi. tim. to go,O:­

of this. Sti.b.1ect; .but 
from ~ distin. 
file rrie ...from

.\.!:n­

~ wilt be erroneous, it is my' 1lI:~'tv.III is my duty, ao far aa r have}}CI' 't1l()wl­
edge, to explain the transac!iqi-r! "~Jli'elir fth. 
honorable Benator haa referr" which he 

I think. are conclueive evidence 'O~a' n now to 
emanc:ipnte the slaVeR in Cubn. 

Sir,l do not stand here now-I hnv. never stood 
here or anywhere-as the apologist for theoppre,,­
SiOtl8 or exactions of the Bpllnish Government, or 
ila corruptione. I know as much, perhapa, on that 
8nhject ae most gentlemen here; and whenever it 
shall become the interest of my country to expose 
them, I will do it fully. Sir, it is all important 
that the Senate of the United States should not be 
misled on this subject; but that, when wedo strike, 
we should atrike justly, thnt we ehould not mis­
conceive either our own position or that ofa for­
eign Government. 

I say again that I deny that my honorable 'riend 
can ehow a tittle of evidence to justify the asser­
tion that Spain intends now to emnncirate the 
slaves in Culta, and that such a scheme is 111 prog­
ress of execution. Now iethe time that th .. true 
"nd just impression should go forth to the AmeT'­
ican people. Sir, there are those at the oth6 end 
of the uenue whoee duty it ie 10 investigate this 
subject, nnd who will be unden fearful responsi­
biliry both to God "nd to their' country, ir they 
Buffer a wrong 0Finion on thi!! IUbject to go fortli, 
and the minds 0 the American people to be poi­
ftOned with unlruth in regard to it. I will do thie 
with the honorable Senalor, knowing nothing, of 
my own knowledge, of the opinione of the Sec­
retary of State on this eubject. I will risk the 
whole issue upon the opinion he will give the Sen­Iate of the UOlted Stntes or the country about it. 

~ If he will say to me. or to the Senate of the Un i­
,ted States, that he b~lieves this -story, I will yiehl 
up my convictions. I do not believe that he credite 
the story at all, and I cannot think that the Presi­
dent IInll the Cabinet credit it. They are the 
Ilrol'er pereonl to inv~8tigate the malter. They
lave time to d., it. We here on thi. floor can 
make declarations which will inflame the public 
mind. 'rhe people, supposing that we understand 
the mauer, will tnke our etatemente as correct, 
whrn I'erhap.. w~ ltrr not eo thorou~hly aC'Junint­
ed with the luhject a8 those gentlemen at the other 
end of the avenue, whose duty it is to acquire 
light and give it to the people. I wish to wait for 
them. I Wish ths SUlts Department ~o give up all 
ite eecreta UpOrl thi••ubjeet, and with Ihat very 
view t moved, in the Com"uee on Foreign Rela­
tions, th. resolution whtch my honornble friend, 
t.he chai,rman" [Mr. Muok,l introduced yeeter­
day, ani! whleh was adopted, calling on the State 
Departmeht tor the information tllat will give us 
light on the eubject. 

With regard to the fact that slaves haYe in­
creased within a few ye&rl pMt in the Island ol 
Cuba, I explail:led tha UaRon the day before 
yesterday, in a short speeeh to the Benate. I 
showed that our own countrymen were the men 
who had thus far Africanized Cuba, by building 
elavelll and undillg thel'/l and sellin~ them at 
Huana,and nAvigating til. veeseh to ib. eoaat. of 
AfriCll. 

I think my honorable friend ia~mistnken in re­
gard to the number.. I have not yet learned of 
more than 6Ye thousand being imported there 
within the laet aixteen months, though there may 
13e, and probably there ar' many more. I have 
been apprl.ed of the eae•• of the veasels, called 
the J!IIper, the Bilenas, the Generlll de Kalb, and 
the Lady auffolk, notoriou. 'piratical slavers. 
'rher. are doubtleae many others, but I cannot 
belie.e that anything like a hundred thousand, or 
one halt, or· on. fourth ot that number hn8 been 
imported into ,Cuba. But here lies the mischief, 
to..ard~"'hiell the allention of the Ameriean Sen­
lit. ou~t to lit drawn. If we are ever to have 
thia island, and I have esprl!8sed the opinion and 
entertaijled it for many year. back, that it will one 
day be ourl~ how I do not pretend to say, we are 
deeply intereetell in havinc thill bulline.. of inlro­
dueing negrOetl aDd free 'negrtNtl' from Africa 
stopped. The mOlt deCLive-way of.atopping it, i. 
by Sk>ppinc &Ia.8Iaye ,,.. wi&la 'Gur own ullseis. 
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strike. " . >", 'il"':' by Ihe Senator from Louisiana; but I look at the 
BUI,~, the "-cr- brourht from Afrle~ are condition of Spain, at the condition of the United 

detlCted by &b.,.", O1_n. to which my honor· Statll, and of the European nations, alld I.e. 
able friBlld hd;~i1ed-by the regi.tries of the notbing tll warrant allY sueh apprehension. For 
trne slaY~, the ~I Dative·born slaves, on every· ,AlIr.elvlls, we have a claim unsettled against 
eatate. The pollee olfleers vi3ilthe estate, and, 
by calling t~; roll, and ell;amining tb, negroes, 
detect whethllt'thtre art lilly renent importations. 
If ~oJ. they lIecrlll·chhem free, and they are "'ound 
to declare them free, under the treaties which 
Spain has mllde with foreign Governments Then 

. . " 
I explallled further, that they apprenticed these 
slaves for one year, merely for the purpose of en· 
aLling these miser"bla creat,ures to live•. They 
are unable to pr.ocurfl theIr own Subsl8tenoe. 
They are utterly Ignom~t. ~hey cannol speak 
a word of any Illnguage III whIch they lllln b. un· 
derstood, and noLody can UlldeUYllld them. 
They know not how to labor, and they would 
starve if they were not apprenticecl. 

Well, for lhe purpolle of preserving the uiatenee 
of these wretched beings, the local authoritiea in 
Cuba have been compelled to apprentice them for 
a yenr. It i8 my opinion thllt,at thi. very moment, 
these negroes are felt to be a gr,,,t e"ll by the 
Spanish authorities in Cuba, anll they would 
gladly get rid of them, but they CllIlnol, They 
would probably be very thankful to U8 if we would 
take them away, 

But, sir, my honorable friend, in the indlllgen~e 
of his im~iDatioD, tells us that he thinks theae 
negroes Will be inlisted, and form a block corps of 
soldiers for the purpose of preventing any attack 

~inl and we are, expecting the allswer of the 
Spanish Government to th, al j:lllim. We are ell:. 
pecting the Drrivlli of nn offiur prepnred tn treat 
ii, n t,hatsubjecI and on all /IuLj~e,s whatever. Why
IlhQuld Spain. deriving eI,UQO,OOO income from 
Cuh" desire to renounce itl Why should .he

"! 'h ..
bUff 111 the "cean er colo~y tn Amerl~, the last 
reho of the New World given to her by Colum· 
~qsl Her nig~n~ies are aa great now ~s, i!1 former 
tlmn. ~hen, It ts SUP,POBt~ that the Ilntlah ~ov. 
crnme~t III concerned I~ thla movement..Sir, I 
entertam JlO doubt that It may be eafely Bald that 
if Great aritain occupies Dny position in regard 
to this <]ueation now, it is a position which in­
clinea Iier to prevent the extremities which are ,moving the amendm,nt ia obvious. I dill npt 

made on the island, or auy illsurrflction in the I I hop" then, thlll this questipn lOlly rest in 
island. Now, Ilir, I would ask you, [Mr. WEL- I trllnquillity for the present. It etrikea me that it 

dreaded by the honllrable Senl\tQrll frol\l Loui. 
,iapa. E,lIgaged in a wnr which Is, almost certain 
to become il continentlll war in Europe, which is 
to be a short Wnr only in the case that Au.tria and 
P,russia shal!joln theirstllndards to those of Great 
Qritain and ';"rance,and which is to be an interm­
inable war, a ruinous and diaastrous Wal, in tbe 
oth,r event, it seems to me thllt Great 8ritain is 
now \ll1der bon~s to keep the pellC\! with our 
Go¥e~l1ment on thi8 question. l lIee no reason, 
therefore, III impair the confidence llf the commer. 
cial part of the community ,and spreo.d pver them 
the drelld Ilf evils which lOlly nllver cQme. 

L~R i,n the chair,] wbo hllve been .•o!llewhat of ~ 
mlhtnry mlln, anil who have acqUired Bome milt· 
tary knowledge, to tell me what sort of ~oldiers 
these would make? They are wild negroeo /'rom 
Africa, who have not been in the .eount~y a year, 
Would they not make a splendid regiment! I 
should like to know how you or anyLody else 
wo~ld proceed to drill them, and make them stand 
up m a fight. 

Sir, I lament, I lament deeply, that the impree­
sion has gone abmad, and from such di.tinguished 
sources, thaI thia evil is in progresl ohll;ecution. 
May' we not wait until our own GovernmentJ
untll the President hlUl spoken on the s\lbjectl J 
shall now close what I have to BlIy to-day, with 
the repetition of the upre88ion, that Illrn willing 
to yield up the whole subject if you will.how me 
that the American Secretary r>fState, or any other 
man who ever was in .hat ollice, acting runder the 
high responsibilities of that position, 1lWI say to 
the Senate anc! the world, that he believes this 
story of the emanci~n orthe slaves In Cuba. 

Mr. SEWARD.- JIIIr. President, when this 
subject was introduced to the Senate two or three 
Y'~eks since, by the honorable Senator from Lou· 
ISlana, [Mr. SLlDELL,ll thought a very general 
desire was manifeBte4 by all parties to have it 
ref'rred to the Committee on Foreign RelationB 
utlembarras..d by diacussion previous to its ref­
erence; though the consent given to the reference, 
without protest, would eonYey the idea. that the 
Senate generallyadmilted there wu grave cause 
for BUch an inquir:r. But since Ihat time other 
resolutio.ns of inqUIry have been intmduced DpOn 
the subject, and led to more llr le.t debate; and 
to-day the resolutions of the State of Louieian. 
have l)een presellteclto ue. I certainly agree with 
the honorable Benator from Louisiana, [Mr. BEN-
JUliN,] that the mo.t appropriate time to diacuss 
the matler will be when the committee shall have 
made a report. 

The. discuBBion of this subject by those who 
entertalllapprehenaiona for the lIeaee of the coun­
try, going out from this place WIthout opposition, 
except so far as it Wllll made by the Senator from 
Delaware, is ealculll1ed 10 produce very serioua 
e6'ocl:" It produces alarm in lllercantile circles, 
c:ertamly premature and .unnecessary now, even if 
It be not without sufticlent cause. There is no 
~.ity f<,lr Senator. to gin way to their imagin­
atl0!1e.,uottl the «roand~ for their fear. have been 
exhIbIted by ~a C(lmllllltee on Foreign Relations 
or the EXlt:ullye'autiaonty". I ' 

For ooe, when."., a en". in Cult. may come, 
I shall be prepued &0 me. it; but It ie impo.aiblll 
for me to se. thaJ tb,c1rcumsta,,_ .lIudfd to by 
the honorable Beaator (rOIll Louieiana (OI'll1, any 

18 l:lIlcul~led to .produce appr~henai!,nll II! this 
country m relatlM to our Claims on Spain, on 
Europe, and on the nations of the world; for we 
know, and thllworld knows, thllt this ill regarded 
by 80m, a8 th~ (llvored time to Btrik.t: at the in­
tereelll Qf SP!11D In Cllba, lind lit t/le mterests of 
Great pritam. ' 

I~ this question is one of the ris.ing of the in­
habitants ot' Cuba to usert their I,berty, thll,l ie 
one tiling. l shall desirlltQ ku01ll (rpm the Com­
mitlllll on Foreign Relations, when they dQ report 
on thls'alllJject, on what I:round, lind to what ell:-
Illnt they propoall to intervene. If they propo"e 
to exerl tlie mftuenoe of this country,aB it has 
heretotor. been ex,r~ed in favor Qf efforte for 
con.titutiollld freedom, tbat will b~ PI]Il queetion; 
but if they propose to control, interfere with, or 
direct, or ,upervise, the 10C!t1 malters of Cub., 
then, for one, 1 am decidedly againsl any such 
intervention. I have no dOl1l>t that the gen,rlll 
popular sentiment, lind any action that mq,y bl~ 
lidopted on thill eubject, will turn upon the ques­
tion whether Whll~ IS proposed is II simple and 
morll\ in/luenne felt, and necesallry and justly ex· 
cited in favor of freedom. or an attempted regu­
lation and control of the Goyernment of Spain In 
Cuba, in Its lawful exercise of a right to melio­
rate the condition llf its people. 

Mr. DOUG.LAS. I move to postpoll' all prior 
ordere--

Mr. MASQN. L.t therlllolutionB be referred. 
The PRESIDING OFlt lCiR, (Mr. WULltll ' in the chair.) If there be no objection the resolu­

tions Will be referred to theColJlmittee on Foreign 
Rslatione. 

Ther. was no objection. 
. 

.!'iEBRASKA AND KANSAS. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to postpone IlI1 prior 

orders for th! purpose of havl.ng the Nebraska 
and I(llnBllS bill read a seeond I'me. 

The PRESIDING OFFIC&R. The bill will 
now have ite .erend r,ading, 

It wal IlccDrdjn~ly read a 8scpnd tillle by its 
title: ,. A bill to orl:anize the Territories of Ne­
hraska and KlInsas." 

The l'Rm~IDING OFFICER. The bill is 
OIlW under ~onsideration as in Committee of the 
Whol~. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have 110 desire to engage 
io any deba,lt "pQn the bill. It is sufficient to 
etate that iti, pr,cisely the bill which passed the 
Senllte 80ma time ago, with the exception of tlte 
amendment ~tlopled upon the motion of the Sen. 
ator from D.I~War" [Mr. CLAYTON.] H bein!l' 
the Senate bill r willi that illQllited el\:cllptioll, II 
Pfe't:,!lIl no new i.su., nQ ntw question, and I 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
proposition to amend, the bill will be reported to 
the Senate. 

Mr. I'EARCE. I desire to renew the amsnd· 
ment which was offered by my frisnd f'rom Dela­
ware, when the Senate bill was under our eonaid· 
eration. It i. to amend th' proviso which is in 
the fifth section,lUI follow.: ~ 

J'roultJ,,,, 'rhailloo rillolof IUlI'rB«O "n,dor boldin, ornee 
sl'all b. exercised only by clUno. or the Unlled lllat.., 
and tbol. who bavo deolared on oalh Ihelr Ioleolloll to be- -1,come luch, aod Ihall have laken lin oath iii IUpPOr! Ibe
ConolilqUon of 1M United Blal.', and lbe provl.lon. of
 
this ael,"
 
-by atrlking oul the words:
 

"And ,bole who Ihall have declared on otlh tboirlnlen­
lion to beeo... Iu~h, aod Ih.n have liken an oalh to IUP' 
port ths Olloltituuon of tbo United BIII8I, and Ihe provi.. 
Ion. of this acl." 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Presiucnt, my object in 

: hear the debate in the Senate on the night when 
: the amendment of the Senator from Delawar. 
wu adopted; but I take It for granted that the 
reuon for thllt amendment was the conviction, on 
the port of the majority of the Senate, that thlt 
elech'" francbi~e .hould be conferrecl, within 
the Territories, \lpon citizena of the Unired States 
only. Fpr my own parI, I cannot conceive any 
reason why tilia privilege, whic:h peculiarly Le-
longs to citizen.hlp, should be extended to tho.. 
who are not citizena. It i. a part of politieal sov­
ereignty. It seems to me to be the IIsential duty
of II cltlzlIn, but of no line else, to exercise that 
power, It i. a,t war with the prim,iples of all gov· 
erliment, it lIeems to me,toconferupon those who 
are not citi;ens/ the.power til control the Gov~rn­
/TIent thlollgh tile nght of suffrage. That nght 
belongs only to those who are memberB of the 
body-politic, and no foreigner can be so until he 
has! Ly natu,ralizati<!n, entered into th~. compact 
which constitutes him one of the pohtlcal eom­
munity. 

I admit that th~ legislati~n of !he co~ntry hu
 
been somewhat Irregular m thiS particular. I
 
know lhat that irregularit)" uates from a very
 
early period of our hilltory. I know, for example,
 
that in the ordinance of 1787, which organized the
 
NorthWllIIt Territory, we provided that when there
 
were live thoueand male inhabitants over twenty­

one y,uS of age, they should have a legielativi
 
government, and thllt the right ofsuffrace should
 
be committed to those who were citizens of on.
 
of the United States, nnd had certain property
 
qualifications, or to those who had reSided two
 
year. in the district and had certain larger prop­

erty qualilications. B'bt there was a manife.t
 
rea80n for that which doe. not apply now. At
 
that time we had no Federal Government, no
 
Constitution of the United States .• There WIl8 no
 
such thing as a citizen of the United Statea. The
 
right was confined to the citizens of one of the
 
United States; and it WlI8 manifest that, as there
 
was no general power under the Confederation to
 
constitute citizens of the United States, a man
 
might have resided in the Territory for lin indefi­
nite period without acquiring ciuzenship in the
 
Territory br virtue of any law of naturalizalion.
 
The only cltizells then known to the law were
 
citizens of the respective States of the Confedera­
tion. Well, sir, Illasmuch as II man who resided
 
in thllt Territory for any len~th of time eotKl! not
 
thereby become a citizen or the United Statell,
 
and there was no power to make him euch, it
 
seemed to be somewhat reasonable that the right
 
of voting should be given, in that CllBe, to all the
 
re.idents in the Territory under the condition
 

I prescribed by the ordinance which suppo.ed them
 
to be aSllimilatecl in interest Dnd feeling with thos.­

who were citizens of one of the United States; a
 
freehold to the amount of finy acres, and a reei­


I dence in the district of two yearll, I think, Willi 
the requisition in this cnse. . 

Thllt provision waR successively ell:tended to 
the different Territories oQ(anized outllfthe North­
weotern Territory. It was; e~ded,;f' believe, 
alsn, to the Territories southw8slpt the Ohio, not 
in prelll•• tenns, in lolidllfll wri,iI, but by a pneral 
proviaion, that the irilllJ.bitll6tta·(If the Southwest­
ern Terrilory altoultU,. eniitled to all the rightll, 
Iibertl.s,llnd ,dvanlBr.es Which:, by the ordinance, 
were ginn to those inthll Northwntern Territory. 
Some aimil.r p~ovision was introducecl into the .' • 

'. ~" 
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