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tingency: They will ant prec.iselx ag youjsit
would act, or any other man wmight ect, withou

being censured so much, who should find that a
piratical vessel was about to seize his ship and
crew. You might blow up your powdér maga-
zine in such a case as that, without incurring the
censure of the world, Thatis all, in my opinion,
which the Spanish Government conternplates. If
they find that, from any quarter of this Union,
there is a piratical expedition set on foot, with a

view to take the island from them, and that there |

in a certainty that the island will be taken from
their possession and custody by that means, they
will blow up their powder magazine,

The Spanish Government has given us notice
of that for many years back. It has never been
concealed by them. They havedeclared overand
over again, more than ten” years ago, to the va-
rious gentiemen who occupiedrstations at the head
of the State Department, that if such a thing as
that should be done they would ruin the island,
;n{;h!r than permit us to take it in that manner.

ow, then, let the honorabie Senator understand
just precisely the difference between us. 1f he
brings proof forward for the purpose of showing

that, he only brings forward proof to show what |

i concede; but { deny, from the evidence before
me, that the honorable Senator can produce any
proof whittever to show that the Spanigh Govern-
ment, in thepresent condition of affairs, intenda to
emancipate the glaves in Cuba, or, to usé the hon-
orable Senator’s own language, that sucha scheme
as that is in progress of execution.

Mr. GWIN.  Mr. President, I did not hear the
remarks of the honorable Senator from Louisiana,
but if I understand them as commented ¢n by the
Senator from Delaware, he made a statement that
the Spanish Government has it in contemplution
to aet free the negroes in Cuba in the event of an
invasion of that island, or an insurrection on the
island.

Mr. CLAYTON. No, air; that was not his
statement.

Mr. GWIN. If itis denied that it is in eon-

templation by the Spanish Government to set the

negroes there free, in the event of an insurfection;
1 undertake to say that it can be readily estab-
tished.

Mr. CLAYTON. The honorable Senatar will
please not to understand me as denying any such
thing as that. [ have not said that,in the event of
an insurrection in the island,an insurrection which
should take the government of the country out of
the hands of Spain, her civil authoritiea in the
island might not proceed to this extremity., I
have not denied that; 1 have not said that would
not be done. What I have enid is, that the posi-
tiom taken by the honvrabte Senator from Louis:
iana, in my humble judgment, cannot be eubstan-
tiated, and that position is, that there ls, ut this
time, in progress of execution, & achemd to eman-
cipate the slaves in Cuba.

Mr. GWIN. For several years back, on iny
way to take my seat in thé Senate, I havé stopped
in Havana, and 1 was distinctly informed, and
garers were shown to me in which the threat was

eld out to the inhabitants of that island by the
authorities,<hat if they did attempt an insurrec-
tion, the negroes would be turned lonse upon
them. This has been known to be the policy of
that Government, and it has deterred ths inhabit-
ants of the island from resisting the oppression
under which they have been groaning for years.
They have been detetred by the apprehensgion that
their negroes would be turned loose upon them,
and armed for the purpode of a servile insurrec-
tion, in the event of a revolution in the island.
have not a solitary doubt that there is, and hae
been for years, a power teposed in the authorities
thare, by Spain, to fre¢ every negro on the island,
and arm them in case of & revolution,

Mr. BENJAMIN. [ suid before that T donot
wish to enter into the discussioh of thlg subject,
and [ am very loth to be drawn into saying any-
thing on a matter which I consider now to ge
properl, before the Gommittee on Foreign Rela-
tiona of Udgut 1 am surprised, sir, in
view.of tHe recpitidéylapments, in view of the
information whicli hamjyst reached us from Cuba,
that.a' gentlemap. oF the'experience of the Senator

from Y ni" anhesitatingly ex-

e assertions which have
yade -different Senatora upon
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Now, gir, those of us who dregware of thesys-
tem by which the Island of Cubais now governed
—those of us who are aware of the fact, that there
is not a single inhabitant of that island who is
ullowed to have a pointed knife in his family—
those of us who are aware of the system of es-,
pionage which now prevails in the island—th%
of us who are aware of the threats that have
been repeatedly made by the Captdin General
of the island, that at the first indication of an
attempt on the part of the people to recover their
freedom, their own slaves shall be armed agninst
them-~and those of us wlo have followed up
thege indications and these fucts, and who are
aware of the system, by which the registry of
slaves upon theisland ia condueted, and who have
looked at the Iate prociamation of the Captain Gen-
eral in relation to the registry, who can ses the
fact that that proclamation will produce a change
in the status of the black population of that island,
can by no possibility entertain a doubt of the
schemé which has been deliverately formed, and
which, I repeat, is now in progress of execution
upon the island.

Sir, we all know, or at least those of us who
have paid any attention to that suhject know,
that for a long series of years past, by feason of
the very heavy duties which have been imposad
upon the transfer of slaves from one proprietor to
another, these alaves have passed from hand to
hand by parol. The money has been given, and
the slave thus passed to a new owner. According
to a recent proclamation, every slave In the pos.
sesslon of an individual who cannnt show a regie-
tered title to him, is to be made free now upon the
spat.  If 1 am nat misinformed, nearly one fourth
of those Who are really slaves upon the island will
be made free, under the operationt of this procla-
mation. There, sit, is the very firat step towards
whut the Legislature of Louisiana has tetmed the
Africanization of the lsland of Cuba. Tliis is the

.last piece of information that has comé to us from

that island.

In addition to this, we have the statements made
by the hohorable Senator himself the other morn-
ing, in which he assured us thdt for a series of
E’enru past the black population of the island hue

een increasing in a rapid ratic, Now, every one
of these slaves in fact—not, | believe, slaves
legaily, according to the institutions ard laws of
Cuba, but slaves How in fact—idre to be set free.
All thoee wlio are actunlly slaves;, but who have
been passed from hand to hand, without the form-
ality of a notarial senl, will alao be pet free under
this proclamatisn in relation to registration. These
wlll form a body of black tfoops to assist the
S;I)an‘}sh troops agsinst the white population of the
inland.

My colleague, in the speech Whici he made a
short tiité ago, that aitracted so much dtténtion
in the country, demonstrated to the Senate that
the latention of the British Government—und it
had been fully shown in its correspondence and
nepotiations with the Spanish Government—is to
induce the latter Government to consider the blacks
and whites, upon the island,ns one common pop-
ulation, to Bé taken care of, end protected by one
commoh set of regulationd applicable to both
classes of the pdpulation.

1 shall not go further into this subject now; sir;
but 1 refer to these fucta for the purpose of show-
ing that this is not an idle apprehension, that it is
not one without foundation; and when the discus-
sion comea up I think we shall be able to shdw the
Sendtor suth facts and such proofs as will shake
even his well-formed conviction to the contraty,

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 tise to ask what is the
pending, u_estir,n}?

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, WeLLER
in the chair.) The question is on referring the
resolutions whith havé been presented by the Seq-
ator from Louisiana to the Committee on Fotéign
Relations.

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope the guestion will be
taken without further debate.* It will be much
better to have the debate come up on the report
of the Committee on Foreign Relationa.

Myr. DOUGLAS. 1 rise to express the hope
that this debate will not be continued. 1 do not
think that the discussion at this time, under the
circumstances, is calculated to lead to any valu-
able result. -

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, 1 said be-
fore, that I did not propose at this tims to go, ex-

L

1 Kppw that the remarks’ mae rom 8¢ distin-
iin R Bource as my hg le frie
auisiana, will be caleul

..from

ten%ely ifito the disc:lu'sigb of this subject; but

preskion upon the minds ofii
and as I do verily believeli ]
Lwill be erroneous, it is my |

It is my duty, so far as I have, light and

edge, to explain the ttansuct.im‘é {gehiich fthe
honorable Senator has referl:ng which he
think# are conclusive evidence ofa’ n now to

emuncipate the slaves in Cuba.

8ir, I do not stand here now—I have never stood
here or anywhere—as the apologist for theoppres-
siohs or exactions of the Spunish Government, or
itacorruptions. I know as much, perhaps, on that
#nbject as most gentlemen here; and whenever it
shatl become the interest of my country 1o expose
them, | will do it fully. 8ir, it is all important
that the Senate of the United Statesshould not be
misled on this subject; but that, when wedo strike,
we should strike justly, that we should not mis-
conceive either our own position or that of a for-
eign Government,

I say again that I deny that my honorable friend
can show a tittle of evidence to justify the asser-
tion that Spain intends now to emancipate the
slaves in Cuba,and that such a scheme is tn prog-
ress of execution. Now is the time that the true
and just impression should go forth to the Amer-
ican people. Sir, there are those at the other end
of the avenue whose duty it is to investigate this
aubject, and who will be undera fearful responsi-
bility both to God and to their'country, if they
suffer & wrong opinion on this subject to go forth,
and the minds oF the American people to be poi-
soned with untruth in regard to it. 1 will do this
with the honorable Senator, knowing nothing, of
my own knowledge, of the opinions of the Sec-
rétary of State on this subject. 1 will risk the
whale issue upen the opinion he will give the Sen-
ate of the United States or the country about it.
If he will say to me, or to the Senate of the Uni-
 ted States, that he believes this story, 1 will yield
[ up my convictions. I do notbelieve that he credite
the story at all, and | cannot think that the Presi-
dent and the Cabinet credit it. They are the

yroper pereons to inveatigate the matter. They
‘mve ticne to do it, We here on thig floor can
make declarations which will inflame the public
mind. The pedple, suppoeing that we understand
the matter, will take our statements as correct,
when perhaps we are not so thoroughly acquaint-
ed with the subject 4s those gentlemen at the other
end of the avenue, whose duty it is to acquire
light and give it to the people. ~ I wish to wait for
them. 1 wish the State Department to give up all
its secréts upon this aubject, and with that very
view [ moved, in the Comugittee on Foreign Rela-
tiona, the resolution which my honorable friend,
the ani,rman., [Mr. Masok,] introduced yester-
day, andl which was adopted, calling on the State
Departiient for the information that will give us
ligﬁt on the subject.

With regard to the fact that slaves have in-
creased within a few years past in the Island of
Cuba, | explaiced the reason the day before
yestefday, in a short speech to the Senate. [
showed that pur own countrymen were the men
who had thus far Africanized Cuba, by building
slavers and sending them and selling them at
Havana, and navigating the vessels to the coast of
Africa,

I think my honorable friend is’mistaken in re-
gard to the numbera. 1 have not yet learned of
more than five thousand being imported there
within the last sixteen months, though there may
be, and probably there mre many more. [ have
been npprised of the cases of the veasels, called
the Jasper, the Silenas, the General'de Kalb,and
the Lady Buffolk, notorious ‘piratical slavers.
Thete are doubtless many others, but I cannot
believe that anything like a hundred thousand, or
one half, or-one fourth of that number has been
imported into Cuba. But here lies the mischief,
towards which the attention of the American Sen-
nte ought to be drawn. If we are ever to have
this island, and 1 have expressed the opinion and
entertaiped it for many years back, that it will one
day be ours, how I do not pretend to say, weare
deeply interested in having this business of intro-
ducing negroes nnd free negroes from Africa
stopped. 'Themoast effective. way of stopping it, is
by stopping the slave trade with'our own vessels.
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There is the placs to strike, T'hat is the spot at
which [ propose 1o strike; and desire Congread to
strike. . LN -.! 3

But, &ir, Lhe‘nn‘ft- brought from Africa’s
detpcted by thawve xmnnnl to which my honor-
able friend” hesi pllyded--b

the registries of the

true slavés, the xepl native-born slaves, on every||

estate. The police officers visil the estate, and,
by calling tha roll, and examining the negroes,
detect whetg\ I'there ars any recent importations,
If 50, they Aeclurd'them free, and they are Lound
to declare them free, under the treaties which
Spain has made with foreign Governments. Thep
I explained further, that they apprenticed these
slaves for one year, merely for the purpose of en-
abling these miserabla creatures to live, They
are unable to procure their own subsistence.
They are utterly ignorant. They cannot speak
a word of any Janguage in which they can be un-
derstood, and nobody can understand them.
They know not how to labor, and they would
starve if they were not apprenticed,

Well, for the purpose of preserving the existence
of these wretched beings, the local authorities in
Cuba have been compofled to apprentice them for
a year. Itis my opinion that, at this very moment,
these negroes are felt to_be a great evil by the
Spanish authorities jn Cuba, and they would
gladly get rid of them, but they cannat, They
would probably be very thankful to us if we would
take them away.

But, sir, my honorable friend, in the indylgence
of his imagination, tells us that he thinks these
negroes will be inlisted, and form a black eorps of
soldiers for the purpose of preventing any attack
made on the is an(r, or auy ingurrection in the
island. Now, sir, I would ask you, [Mr. WkL-
LER in the chair,] who have been somewhat of g
military man, and who have acquired some mili-
tary knowledge, to tell me what sort of soldiers
these would make?> They are wild negroes from
Africa, who have not been in the country a year,
Would they not make a splendid regiment! I
should like to know how you or anybady else
would proceed to drill them, and makethem stand
up in a fight.

Sir, 1 lament, I lament deeply, that the impres-
sion has gone abroad, and from such distinguished
sources, that this evil is in progress of execution.
May we not wait until our own Government
until the President has spoken on the subject? f
shall now close what I have to say to-day, with
the reretition of the expression, that 1 am willing
to yield up the whole subject if you will show me
that the American Secretary of State, or any other
man who ever was in that office, acting under the
high responsibalities of that position, will say to
the Senate and the world, tﬂat he believes this
!u;\? of the emancipagjon of the slaves in Cuba,

r. SEWARD. r. President, when this
subject was introduced to the Senate twp or three
weeks since, by the honorable Senator from Lou-
isiana, [Mr. unzu.a]l thought a very general
desire was manifested by all parties to have it
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations
upembarrassed by discussion previous to its ref-
erence; though the consent given to the reference,
without protest, would convey the idea that the
Senate generally admitted there was grave cause
for such an inquiry. But since that time other
resolutions of inquiry have been introduced upon
the subject, and led to more or lesy debate; and
to-day the resolutions of the State of Louisiang
have been presented to us. I certainly agree with
the honorable Benator from Louisiana, [l{drr. Bex.
samiyN,] that the most appropriate time to discuss
the matter will be when the committee shall have
made a report.

The discussion of this subject by those who
entertain apprehensions for the peace of the coun-
try, going out from this place without opposition,
except so far as it was made by the Senator from
Delaware, is calculated to produce very serious
effects. [t produces alarm in merun!i?; circles,
certainly premature and unnecessary now, even if
it be not without sufficient cause. “There is no
neceesity for Senators to give way to their imagin-
ations, until the grounds for their fears have been
exhibited by the Committee on Foreign Relations |
or the Executive authority. |

For one, whenevar a crisis in Cuba may come,
1 shall be prepared to meet it; but itis impossible
for me to ses that the circumstances alluded to b
the honorable Sanator from Louisiana form an;

TIIITTI mmItmimroonmnnna

fround for np‘;rehendin that a crisis is at hand.
do not now look merely at the facts relied upon
by the Senator from Louisiana; but [ look at the
condition of Spaiun, at the condition of the United
States, and of the Furopean nations, and | see
nothing tp warrant any such npprehension. For
raelves, we have a claim unsettled against
g!.in; and we are expecting the answer of the
Spanish Government to that ¢laim. 'We are ex-
pecting the arrival of an afficer prepared tp treat
an thatsubject and on all aubjecis whatever. Why
ghould Spain, deriving 31,600,000 income from
Cuba, desire to renpunce it? Why should she
bury ip the pcean her colony in America, the last
relic of the New World given to her by Colum-
bus? Her exigencies are as great now as in former
times, Then, it is supposeﬁ that the British Gor-
ernment is concerned in this movement. Sir, |
sntertain no doubt that it may be safely said that
if Grest Britain occupies any pogition in regard
to this question now, it is a position which in-
clines her to prevent the extremities which are
dreaded by the honorable Senators from Loui-
siapa, Engaged in a war which is almost certain
to become a continental war in Europe, which is
to be a short war only in the case that Austria and
Prussia ghall join their atandards to those of Great
Britain and France, and which is to be an interm-
inable war, a ruinous and disastrous war, in the
other event, it seems to me that Great Britain is
ow under honds ta keep the peace with aup
averpment on this question. | see na reason,
therefore, to Impair the confidence of the commer-
cial part of the community,and spreed over them
the dread of evils which may nevey come.

1 hope, then, that this question may rest in
tranquillity for the present.” It atrikes me that it
is calculated to produce apprehensiong in this
country in relation to our claims on Spaip, on
Europe, and on the nations of the world; for we
know, and the world knows, that this is regarded
by some as the favored time to sirike at the in-
terests of Spain in Cyha, and gt the interests of
Great Britain.

If this question is one of the rising of the in-
habitants of Cuba to assert their liberty, that ia
one thing. | shall desire ta kuow from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, when they dg report
on this sybject, on what ground, and to what ex-
tent they propose to intervene. If they prapope
to exert the influence of this countr;, as it has
heretafore been exerted, in favor of efforts far
constitutional freedom, that will be one queation;
but if they propose to control, interfere with, or
direct, or supervise, the local majters of Cuba,
then, for one, | am decidedly against any suc}i
intervention. [ have no dougt that the general
popular sentiment, and any action that mgy be
adopted on this subject, will turn upon the ques-
tion whether what is proposed is a simple and
mora) influence felt, and necessary and justly ex-
cited in favor of freedom, or an aitempted regu-
lation and control of the Government of Spain in
Cuba, in its lawful exerclse of a right to melio-
rate the conditjon of its people.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I mave to postpone all prior
orderg——

Mze. MASON, Let the resolutiona be reforred.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WeLLkn
in the chair.) If there he no objection the resolu-
tions will be referred to the Committes on Foreign
Relations,

Thers was no objection.

NEBRASKA AND KANSAS.

Mr. DOUGLAS. [ mave to postpone all prior
orders for the purpose of having tﬂa Nebraska
and Kansas bill read a second time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hill will
now have ita gecond reading,

It waw accordingly read a second time by its
title: 5* A bill to organize the Territorles of Ne-
braeka and Kansas.”

The PREBIDING OFFICER. The bill is
naw under consideration as in Committee of the
Whole.

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1have no desire to engage
in any debate upgn the bill. 1t is sufficient to
state that it iy pucisely the bill which passed the
Senate some time ago, with the exception of the
amendment adopted upon the motion of the Sen-
ator from Delaware, [Mr. Crarron.] [t being
the Senate bill, with that isolated exception, it
Presents no new issue, na new question, and I
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thereford ask that the Senate may procesd Lo vote

upon it.
pThe PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthere be no
proposition to amend, the bill will be reported to
the Senate,
Mr. PEARCE, [ desire to renew the amend-
ment which was offered by my friend from Dela-
ware, when the Senate bill was under our conaid-
eration. ltis to amend the proviso which ja in
the fifth section, as follows: -
Frovided, ‘That the right of sufiruge and of holding ofica
ahall ba exercised only by citizens of the United Blates,
and those who have dec)ared on oath their intention to be-
come such, and shall have iaken an oath to support the
Conitilylion of theé United States, and the provielons of
this ac1,'t
—by striking out the words;
¢ And those who shall have declared on oath their inten-
tion to bacome such, and shall have taken an oath to sup-
rt the Uonstitution of the United States, and the provis-
ons of this act.”
Mr, PEARCE, Mr. President, my object in
moving the amendment is obvious. "I did npt
hear the debate in the Senate on the night when
the amendment of the Senator from Delaware
was adapted; but I take It for iranted that the
reason for that amendment was the conviction, on
the part of the majority of the Senate, that the
elective franchise should be conferred, within
the Terpitories, upon citizens of the United States
only. For my own part, I cannat conceive any
reason why this privilege, which peculiarly be-
longs to citizenship, should be extended to those
who are not citizens. It is a part of political sov-
ereignty. It seems to me to be the essential duty
of a citizen, but of no ane else, to exercise that
power, [tigat war with the pringiples of all gov-
ernment, it seems to me, to confer upon those who
are not citizens, the power to control the Govern-
ment through the right of suffrage. That right
belongs only to those who are members of the
body-polltic, and no foreigner can be so until he
has, by naturalization, entered into the compact
which constitutes him one of the political com-
munity.
1 ndymit that the legislation of the country has
been somewhat irregular in this particular. I
know that that irregularity dates from a very
early period of our history. I know, for example,
that in the ordinance of 1787, which organized the
Northwest Terrltory, we provided that when there
were five thousand male inhabitants over twenty-
oue years of age, they should have a legislative

overnment, and that the right of suffrage should

¢ committed to those who were citizens of one
of the United States, and had certain property
qualifications, or to those who had resided two
yeara in the district and had certain larger prop-
erty qualifications. But there was a manifest
reason for that which does not apply now. At
that time we had no Federal Government, no
Constitution of the United States. * There was no
such thing as a citizen of the United States. The
right was confined to the citizena of one of the
United States; and it was manifeat that, as there
was ng general power under the Confederation to
constitute citizens of the United States, a man
might have resided in the Territory for an indefi-
nite period without acquiring citizenship in the
Territory by virtue of any law of naturalization.
The only citizens then known to the law were
citizens of the respective States of the Confedera-
tion. Well, sir, inasmuch as 2 man who resided
in that Territory for any length of time couidf not
thereby become a citizen of the United States,
and there was no power to make him such, it
seemed to be somewhat reasonable that the right
of voting should be given, in that case, to all the
residents in the Territory under the condition
prescribed by the ordinance which supposed them

to be assimilated in interest and feeling with those

who were citizens of one of the United States; a
frechold to the amount of filty acres, and a resi-
dence in the district of two years, I think, was
the requisition in this case. :

That provision was successively extended to
the different Territories organized outof the North-
western Territory. It wag e ded, I helieve,
also, to the Territories southwest of the Ohio, not
in preciue terms, in totidem verbis, but lg'nicnaml
provision, that the inkhbitints-of the Soanthwest-
ern Territory shauld b entitled to all the righta,
libertiss, and advantages which;, by the ordinance,
were glyen to those inthe Northwestern Territo:ﬁr.
Some’ similar p;oviuion was introduced into the
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