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~Assaults upon the Spanish Consul, &c..
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10 deliver the letters addressed to parties in this
ot personally, if practicable, and to deposit the
others in the post office. It was soon made known

t the letters were in his possession, and many
of the parties to whom letters were directed called
at the Consul’s office and received them; but the
report got into circulation in course of the morn-
ipg thar the letters were improperly detained.at
the Consul’s office, instead of being deposited, as
gsual, in the post office, and even that the Consul
had refused to deliver them. Perhaps the rumor

ew out of a misconstruction of the conduct of
the Secretary, who had declined to deliver the let-
ters to any other than the parties to whom they
were addressed, when the parties themselves were
known to be in the city. It is proper to state,
that as he was informed of the misunderstanding
and ill-feeling which bad been occasioned, he im-
mediately deposited all the letters remaining in his
hands in the post office, and took a receipt for
them. 1 enclose a copy of the receipt, from which
it appears that the letters. were put into the post
o fice at 3} o’clock p. m.; but meanwhile the mis-
representations of the matter which had been cir-
culated had served to excite some animosity

inst the Cohsul.

About 2} o’clock p. m., an extra waa issued
from the office of La Union, which contained an
abstract of the news from Havana, preceded b
afew editorial remarks. It so happened that
was passing the office of La Union a few minutes
bafore three o’clock p. m., and bought at the
office a ooxy of the extra, which is herewith trans-
mitted. At that time the press was at work. All
was quiet in the neighborhood, and no apprehen-
gions seemed to be entertained of any disturbance,
It appears, however, that placards had been posted
up during the morning, of the 21at, threatening an
attack on the office of that journal the ensuing

'night. Perhaps the publication of the extra pre-
cipitated theattack; but, be this as it may, between
three and four o’clock p. m., and before the pub-
lic authorities expected or were prepared to resist
it, the attack was made, and all the presses and
other furniture of the office corpletely destroyed.
No violence or personal offence of any kind, so
far as I can learn, was offered toany of the people
employed about the establishment, and as soonas
the destruction of the office had been accomplished
the parties engaged in it dispersed. None of the
police a.pgm to have been present, and no arrests
were made; but it is believed that few, if any, of
the persons engaged in that business took part in
the gisturbances that afterwards occurred._ eat
and general excitement, however, was created b
it throughout the city. Shortly afterwardsa diﬂz-
culty occurred in cigar shop on the corner of St.
Charles and Gravier streets.

Tam inclined to believe that the affair wasrather
accidental than preconcerted, and that it was, in a

eat measure, induced by the folly of Gronzales

imself, the proprietor or attendant of the shop.
He is said to have been a very loyal subject of the
Queen of Spain, and in the habit of speaking very
freely and in strong language in relation to Cuban
affairs. His shop, however, was the resort of
many of that class of mén, quite numerous in this
city about that time, and known as ‘¢ Fillibusters.’’

They would call for * Fillibuster cigars,” and
Gonzales permitted himself to be irritated by it.
He had been cautioned in a friendly way-against
his. intemperate language &nd conduct on such
occasions, and advised not to involve himself in
an unnecessary quarrel. Quite an. scene,

owever, took place in his shop on the morning of
the 21st, and ix the evening of that day, between
four-and five g'clock, an attack was made-upon

his establishment;. but whether it was-induced b
the quarrel of the morning or by some new di.ﬂz
culty, I have not been able to learn. The police
promrtly interfered, and succeeded without much
trouble in éxpelling the assailants, and in closing
the deors of the shop, leaving Gonzales within.
But the crowd, which, in the feverish state of the
Public mind, had quickly collected in considerable
numbers, still lingered around the corner, and
several citizens addressed them, urging them to
respect the laws and preserve the peace. The
excitement appeared to subside, and the people
had already begun to disprese, when- Gonzales
removed the bars of one of the doors which had
been fastened- on the. ingide,-and came o"%épon
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the sidewalk in his shirt sleeves, with a knife in
his hand, and threatened to kill any one who
should attack him or his property. IYIe was im-
mediately assailed with stonesand brickbats, when
he rushed into the crowd, and began to cut right
and left, till he forced his way through and fled
towards the guard-house of the Second Munici-
pality. He was pursued by the mob, but fortu-
nately some policemen came out from the guard-
house and rescued him from his pursuers. The
attack upon his shop then recommenced, and all
its contents were bro};:en to pieces and thrown into
the street. In the midst of the confusion and ex-
citement thus renewed, a cry was raised for an
attack on the office of the Spanish Consul, and
the mob forthwith started off in that direction.
The Consul’s office i3 on Bourbon street, near
the corner of St. Louis'street, in the First Muni-
cipality. Hon. Joseph Genois, the Recorder of
the First Municipality, informs me that it was be-
tween five and six o’clock p. m. that he Jearned
that a mob from the Second Municipality was
threatening the Consul’s office, and that he imme-
diately repaired to the spot, accompanied by the
captain of the watch and one or two policemen.

-He states that on his arrival he found the streets

filled with people, the doors of the office broken
open, and some seven or eight persons inside in
the act of breaking the furniture; that he made
his way into the office, and commanded the rioters
to desist from further violence; and that, with
some difficulty, he at length succeeded in inducing
them to withdraw without having done any serious
irtx)‘ury They possessed themselves, however,
of the Consul’s *‘sign,’” with which they ran off,
shouting and exulting, to the Lafayette square, in
the Second Municipality, where a public meeting
had: been called for that evening, and had already
b:fun to assemble, and there the sign was pub-
licly burnt. ’

0 arrest was made of any of the persons who
had been found in the office.” After the mob had
withdrawn, the doors were closed and nailed up.
No guard was placed over the office, but the police
Eeﬁred "tﬁr were called oﬁ‘h to other scenes 3&' di:gr—

er, without any. apprehension, aj eptly, that
the attack wor bgprenewed. ’ Vslthin nxyx hour
afterwards the rioters returned, forced their way
in into the office, without any interruption or
hindrance, destroyed all the furniture of the office,
threw the archives of the consulata into the street,
defaced the portraits of the Queen of Spain and of
the Captain General of Cuba, and tore the flag of
Spain (which they found in the office) into pieces.
| these outrages were committed upon the office
of the Consul without a.n{ interference on the part
of :the police, (none of whom appear to have been
present,) and without the apprehension, as yet, of
any of the offenders. er disturbances took
place during the night, and numerous arrests of
the rioters were made; but, so far as ] can leasn,
none of the persons concerned in the attack upon
the Consul’s office:have been taken or identified.
The yalue of the property destroyed at the Comr-
sul's office cannot bé very great. ~ The chief loss
is that of the archives. portion of them has
since been recovered; but I fear the greater part is
lost. The damage done. to the esrv:q:gert‘.y of indi-.
viduals cannot yet be ascertain certainty,

| but the estimates which I have heard for the value

of the pro destroyed in the Second Muniei-
pality at $10,000 to $20,000, and in the First Mu-
nicipality at $6,000 to $7,000. No personaiinjury.
‘wag suﬂ{red by the Conaul or any ore conneoted
‘with his office.” The story that he had fallen a vig-
tim to violence, or been compelled to fly fof safety
to the Eri-on, waa one of. those falsehoods which,
as his § .

bave been scattered through “the country with un-
heard-of profusion.: It may be, (though I do"not

myself believe it,)-that if he had fallen in the. way

of the rioters during the night of the 21at August,
he might have bieen in some danger; but, after the
excitement of that night was over,any notion that
his stay in New Orleans would have been attended
with personal danger is simpl{ ridiculous. - It is
worthy of remark that the only person who. suf-

| fered any injury whatéver at the hands of the mob

was Gonzales, who, in a great measure, was him-
self to blame for it. He has since been examined,
on the ‘complaint of* ope of the persons who wae
wounded by him, and he how stands comnmitted

xcellency the Sgdnish Minister observes, ||

for trial before the criminal court. The temper of
the mob was neither sanguinary, nor even strongl
vindictive, and after the attack upon the Consul’s
office all the subsequent mischief was committed
by parties the most of whom were recognized by
the police as common vagrants and thieves, who
probably had no other object in view than plun-
der. It is rumored also that among them were
some natives of Cuba, who took advantage of the
opportunity to instigate the rioters against their
fellow-countrymen of Old Spain. )

The riots doubtless are to be ascribed to the
exasperation excited by the news from Cuba. It
was asudden outbreak for which the public author-
ities were not rrepared, and which the citizensdid
not immediately rally to resist; but it is a signifi-
cant fact that in noinstance where the police made
the attempt, did they fail to check the rioters; that
in no case was any violent resistance opposed. to
them, nor was any effort even made to rescue
parties which they arrested. r

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser-
vant, , -E. A..BRADFORD.

Hon. Wx. S. Dernick,

Jcting Secretary of State.

[ENCLOSURES IN THE ABOVE DISPATCH
From Mr. Hunton to Hon. 4. D. Crossman
U. S. DistricT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE,
Nzw OrLeANs, September 8, 1851,

Sin : I have been i;r\strucled to :lllle::l:lte ar;min-
uiry in respect to the outrages to have
ge::y receml; committed upon the Spanish Consul
and other Spanish residents of this city, and to
report the facts of the case to the Department of

State, at Washington. . .

As I desire, in furtherance of the views of the
Grovernment, to obtain the most full and authentic
information, I beg leave to apply to you for such
a statement of the facts connected with the out-
rages referred to as it may bein your power to' fur-

ish.
m’1 am, very respectfully, 5our obedient servant,
-7 LOGAN HUNTON,

by E. A. Braprorp.
Mavorarry or New ORLEANS, E
September 18, 1851.

Sz : I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your communication of the 8th instant, in
which you desire.to obtain information ¢ relative
to the outrages alleged to hedve been recently com-
mitted upon the Spanish Consul and other Spanish
residents of this city,”” for the ¥urpose of reporting

the same to the Department of State at Washing-
ton. . .o

Hon. A. D. Crossman.

From Mr. Crossman to Mr. Hmuon.'

Confining myself strictly to the facts of thecase, -

I would state, in reply, that, at an early'hour on
the morning of the 21at ultimo, the steamship Em-
ire City arrived here, bringing the melancholy
intelligenceof the execution at Havana of a portion
of Crittenden’s command, . comprising fifty-ore
Ameriean citizens. This heart-rending news was
confirmed by the correspondents of the press of
this city, who at the same time accompanied their
narrative by a recital of the most revolting and
barbarous indignities: committed on the ies of
those unfortunate men ufter they had been shot.
These advices apread like wildfire thxon&h th_e city,
‘and afoused the entire community to the highest
pitch of excitement and-exasperation. . Notwith-
rltandin the universal sympathies of our popula-
tion, I &id not, however, for a moment app
that any outrage would have been committed on
‘persons or property, until about two o’clock, when
ascertained that some Wwritten placerds had been
stuck up, containing an inflammatory ap to
unite in destroying, during the night, the office of
‘La Union, the Spanish paper of this city. This
induced me at once to send for the Hon. Jogeph
Genois, Recorder of Municipality No. 1, for the
purpose of communicating with 'him on the sub- -
Ject; and, after consultation, we deemed it advise
able to call upon the Spanish Consul, with. the
object of uading him to use-all his influence .
with the editors of that paper to suspend its publi~ -
cation until the great excitement should have some-

what subgided. On reaching the office of t.lga

end -,
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“insgigator of this crimindl_invesion of Cuba, and
leader of the expedition,-was one.of her Majesty’s
subjects, who came to this country and abusedits
hospitality by inducing American citizens, mostly,
young and ill-informed persciis; to embark in is
cause and follow his utg;zdnrd There is good
reason to believe that but Tor his agency, and that
- of otber Spaniarde who had come to the country,
10 expedition against Cuba would ever have been
-sét on foot. ‘The policy of the United States is
the .policy of peace, until there.shall arise just
“cpuse of war. "Fhe eolonies of Spain are near to
our gwn -shores. Our commerce with them is
large and 4mportant, and the records of the diplo-
“matic ittercourse between the. two countries will
“whanifest to “her-Catholic Majesty®s Government
how sincerely and how steadily tite United States:
hus manifested the hope that no Political chan
might lead to a transfer of these colonies from her
Majesty’s Crown. If thereis one among the exist-
ing Governments of the civilized world which for
nFong course of years has di!{gmtly 8 t-to

Sﬁdn, it is_the
Government of the United States. INot only does
the correspondencebetween the two Governments
show this, but the same truth is established by
the history of the legislation of the country and
the geteral course of the Executive Government.
*1In this recent invasion Lopez and his fellow-sub-
Jects in the United States succeeded in deluding a
few hundred men, by a long-continued and_ sye-
tematic misrepresentation of the political condition
of tHe Island, and of the wishes of its inhabitants.

®And itis not for the purg&se of reviving unpleasant \

recollections that her Majesty’s Government is
reminded that it is not many years since the com-
‘merce of the United States suffered severely from
armed boats and vessels which feund refuge and
shelter in-the ports of the Spanish islands. These
violations of the law, these authors of gross
violence towards the citizens of this Republic,
were finally suppressed, not by any effort of the
Spanish authorities, but by the activity and vigi- |
lance of our Navy. This, however, was not:
accomplished but by the efforts.of several years,
nor uptil many valuable lives, as well as a vast
amount of property, had been lost. Among others,
Lieutenant Allen,avery valuableand distinguished
officer in the naval service of the United States,
was killed in an action with these banditt.

A1l this is not said for the purpose of making or
renewing complaints, either of the violation of
treaty obligations or of unjustifiable remissness

ainst the Governmentof Spain ar the authori-
ties of the islands. But it may be brought to the
notice of the Spanish Governmentas one of the
consequences which may sometimes flow from the
conduct of men disposed to sarry on criminal en-
terprises, and favored, in the execution of such
“enterprises, by the contiguity of the poasessions !
of the two Governments. The Spanish islands
lie near the coast of America,and the use of steam
has rendered the passige from one to the other
short; but while this facilitates the accomplish-
ment of the purposes of wrong-doers, on the other
band it augments the means of Government to
pursue, overtake, and disperse them, or bring them
to proper trial and punishment. In truth, steam

has greatly increased the proximity between Cuba ||

and the United Siates. e have become much
nearer neighbors than formerly, and the duty
which this new state of things devolves on both.
Governments is to keep a closer and stricter watch
on their subjects and citizens respectively, in order
that no violation of treaty obligations, and no in-
terruption of the peaceand amity existing hetween
the two Governments, may take place. And this
duty will be performed on the part of the United
States diligently and faithfully, in the true spirit
of treaties as well as in the proper execution of :
the laws. You are at liberty to communiecate |
these observations to the Government of her Cath-
olic Majesty. - e .

I have now to call your attention to another
subject of much interest. "We have learned that a
hundred and sixty-two of-the persons captured on
the Island of Cuba, as having constituted a part |
of Lopez’s forces, have been sent to Spain. %e |
have no official information respecting their tria) |
or sentence, or of their subsegquent destination, but |
it is generally reported that they have been or are |
to be sent to the mines. The Government of the |

United States has admitted. that 4hese violators,
both of the Jaw of nations and of the laws of their
own country, have no legal claim for ity protec-
tion. Yet they are men, and most of them igno-
rant or deluded men. It-cannot bedenied that
they are, as such, -objects of compassion; and -]
think I may say that severe punishment inflicted
on so mapy persons for an attempt which has
ended in a failure so signal, and for an offence
which, however grave, has already been expiated
-by the lives of a majority of those who participated
in it, might be regarded as incounsistent with feel-
ings of humanity and that generosity of sentiment
which may pot uhreasonably be.jooked for from

have been the sentiment | by the Cap-
tain Grenera] of Cuba, under the influence of which
L he pardorned several of the captives; and her Ma-
jesty’s Government may be assured . that this
wise and well-considered exercise of clemency and
mercy has produced the best effects in this coun-
try. He has said that in the executions ordered
by him he acted undera conviction of the absolyte

others from the performance of acts of similar
‘criminality. That example has been set by the
infliction of a punishment as -prompt as it was
awful, by the execution of fity persons. The
knowledge of their miserable fate has been earried
to every man in this country and spread all over
the world.

Is not this enoagh? Can example be made more
H terrific} Certainly an act of clemency on the part
_of the Spanish Government could not now be
thought a symptom of weakness. May not the
sword of justice be now sheathed without danger,
and the voice of Christian humanity be allowed to
be heard ? And even if the Spanish Government
can entertain no great feeling-of compassion for
these deluded and offending men themselves, is it
not highly just and proper to consider that they
have friends and families, distressed fathers and
mothers, weeping brothers and sisters, all of them
unoffending, and some of them most respectable
persons? Aﬂplionion bas been made for the inter-
position of the kind offices of this Government
from fathers whose sons—thoughtless young men,
seduced by the efforts of Lopez and his associates
—eloped from their own homes and joined the
e ition without the knowledge of their friends.
I am aware that, in regard to the results of the
Cuban invasion, all cause for sympathy and com-
passion is not on one side. Iam aware that a
general officer in her Majesty’s service was slain,
and that many Spanish soldiers and Spanish sub-
jecta lost their lives in defence of their Government
und of their own homes. But the President thinks
that it is wise to suffer oblivion to cover the past.
He is anxious for the removal of every cause
which might tend to keepalive ill-will between the
‘citizens and subjects of the two countries. So
long as these prisoners shall continue to be suffer-
ing a severe and lingering punishment in a forei
land, =0 long will efforts be constantly made E;
their friends to procure their release by appeals to
the good offices of their Government.” The tend-
ency of these applications can only be to keep
alive o very considerable irritation.” It is in con-
sideration of this, and from a strong wish for the
extinguishment of all feelings of that kind, that,
in the judgment of the Presdent, nothing would
be more useful than the granting of lier Majesty s

on to the residue of these prisoners, and suf-
fering them to return to their own homes.

Those who were pardoned by the Captain-Gen-
eral of Cuba appear to have been among the most
prominent and well-informed members of the ex-
pedition. The friendless are left to their fate, al-
though less culpable, as being less informed of
their duties and obligations. 1t seems invidious
and unjust to make distinctions of this kind. You
say that the existing belief in Spain is, that the
result of the expedition has strengthened the hands
of the Spanish Government, and given new secu-
Nty 1o 1ts possession of the Island. A similar
sentiment prevails, to some extent, here.

We are not apprised of the disposition which
may have been made of the prisoners who, you
mtate,"in your Nq. 62, had arrived at Vigo. In
answer to your inquiry as to whether, in any
event, and to what extent, assistance in clothing,,
or other necesseries, might be furnished to suc

g To D..M.'Bnn'i»wu:_'n,.l?_.lq,‘&,c. :

the sovereign of-'a ‘great fiation, This seems to-

necessity of setting an example which might deter |

as might need and apply for the same on account
of the United States; | have to remark thaf it iy

expected thut none of the needy among the prison-
ers will be allowed to suffer for want of the neces.
saries of life.
that their wants are provided far. -

An application will-be minde to Congress for
an appropriation towards defraying any expenses

wl;i may thereby be o;ﬁlsioned. o .
am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient wer-
Sant, T P, ANTEL, WEBSTER.

-Intervention of Great Britain and Frusee.

o o Memerandum. - RN
"Mr. Crampton, at'an interview with Mr. Crit-
tenden, at the Department of State, on the 27th of .-
September, 1851, stated that he had beén directed .

by her Majesty’s Government to say to the Uni-
ted Stiates Secretary of State that her Majesty’s

You will accordingly take care .

Government had learned with great regret thar &

expeditions have agnin been pre
o?lzhe United Stat:?;or an atp
belonging to a sovereign at peace with the United
States and in friendly relations with her Majesty.
Her Majeaty’s Government” do not douht that
the Government of the United States will use all
possible diligence o prevent and punish proceed-
ings which are in violation both of the laws of the
United States and of the law of nations, and her
Mujesty’s Government are persuaded that such

mieasures, if taken in time, will accomplish their *

object.

.. But her Majesty’s Government deem it due to
the frunkness which ought to characterize the in-
tercourse between the two Governments, to state
to that of the United States that her Majesty’s
sh“ijps of war on the West India stations will have
ordersto prevent by force any adventurers of any
nation from landing with hostile intent upon the
Island of Cuba.

At another interview, held at the same Depart-
ment on the 6th of October, Mr. Crittenden replied
verbally to Mr. Crampton as follows:

I am instructed by the President to express his
regret that such orders as those mentioned in the
dispatch from Lord Palmerston should have been
deemed necessary and proper by the Britiash Gov-
ernment,

So far as they have reference to lawless and un-

authorized expeditions against the Island of Cuba, -

apprehended from citizens of the United States, it
is ol_llly necessary to say that such expeditions are
forbidden by the laws of this Republic, and that
its Government is able and determined to execute
those laws: Evasions of thén may occur, in spite
of the utmost vigilance and energy; such instances
are comomon to the laws of all countries, Itisonly
by stealth and by favor of rare and accidental
tircumstances that any such expeditions can es-
cape from our shores; none of sufficient force or
magnitude to create any serious apprehension for
“the_safety of Cuba, and certainly none against
which Spain herself is notabundantly able to pro-
tect that Island,

The Government, of the United States, always
determined, in perfect good faith, to maintain its
neutral relations, and perform all its national ob-
ligations, condemns as strongly as the British Gov-
ernment the lawlens enterprises against which the
orders in question appear to be directed, and the
Government of the United States, equally with the
British Government, desires their prevention or
suppression, .

ut, just and desirable as that end may be, the
President could not witness without concern nny
attempt to accomplish such an object by means
which might eventually lead to encroachments on
the rights of the people of the United Siates. .

The Presidentisof opinion that,sofar asrelates
to this Republic and its citizens, such an interfer-
ence a8 would result from the execution of these
orders, if admitted to be rightful in themselves,
would nevertheless be practically injurious in its
consequences, and do moré harm than good.
Their execution would be the exercise of a sort of
police over the seas in our immediate vicinity,
covered as they are with our ships and our citi-

zens, and it would involve, moreover, to some ex-
tent, the exercise of & jurisdiction to determine

red in the ports *
upon a territory,
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