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' L Mr."UNDERWOOD, from the Coramitteé oh |Fmatiers whi¢h it would be more proper to delib-
FripAY, January 5, 1849. Claims, reported, without amendment, ! erate and act upon in execulive sessiop.  But in

The VICE PRESIDENT hid before the Senate
& communicention from the Searetary of War, en-
eloging the report of the Commissioner of Pen-
sions; which was referred to the Commitiee on
Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the
Benate a communication from the Secretary of
War, containing & report of the expenses of the
national armories for the year endlng June 30,
1848.

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the
Senate a communication from the Secretary of
‘War, enclosing a report of the expenditures from
the approprintions for contingencies of the depart-
ment during the year ending 30th June, 1848.

MEDMORIALS AND PETITIONS.

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of
Henry C. Miller and Philip W. Thompson, pray-
ing compensation for certain depredations commit-#|
ted by the Osage Indians on J:e Santa I¢ road;
which weas referred to the Committee on Indian

Affairs, . ]

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from a
number of colored persons of lndiana and other
States, praying that Government vessels may be
allowed to carry celored emigrants to Afsica, when |
such vessels are ordered thither; which was re- |
ferred to the Commiitee on the Judiciary.

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of citizens
of Ypsilanti, Michigan, asking for a reduction of
postage and free transmission of newspupers within
a certain distance; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Priscilla De-
catar Twiges, praying to be allowed a_portion of
prize money due her uncle, Stephen Decatur, on
account of the recapture of the frigate Philadel-
phia at Tripoli; which waa referred to the Com-
wittee on Naval Affaive, .

Mr. BORLAND preaented the petition of Joseph
Kerwin, late sergeant in the sixth United States
infanl.r{,, praying for an ingrehse of sion; which
was reierred-tothe; Committee on Fensiona,

Mr. . BORLAND: presented the petition of

Thomax and :Elizabeth Armstrong, praying com- ||

erty by the Creek In-

pénsation for losses o L
to the Committee on !

f pro
digns; -which - was: referre
Indinn Affairs; - -« .

My,  RUSK presented the petition of Samuel
Jones, surviving partner of the firm of E. P. Cal-
kins & Co., asliing the return of duties exacted
from him in te name of the Republic of Texas,
after her annc:itation o the United States; which
was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. BRIGHT presented papers in relation to
the claims of the heirs of Joshua Eddy, an officer
of the revolutionary army; which was referred to
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.

Mr. STURGEOQINV presented the petition of a
number of citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylva-
nia, praying the restoration of the tarifi of 1842;
which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. DICKINSON presented additional papers
in relation to the petition of merchants of New
York, praying for u return of duties on goods de-
lu:oyez{ by the great fire: which was refeired to
the Comuittee on-Finance.

Mr. WESTCOTT presented additional evidence
in relatjon to the claim.of Manuel X. Harmony;
which was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. DOWNS, leave was given to
withdraw the papera in the ¢ase of Peter Randon.

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, the papers in ||

relation to the claim of the legatees of Thomas J.
Anderson were taken from-the files of the Senate, |
and referred to the Commiitee on Foreign Rela- |
tions. ) :
REPORTS FROM COMMITTELS. I
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- |
mittee on Pensions, reparted a bill for the relief of :
William Barton and other surviving children of |
General William Barton; which was read .a first |
lime,
Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committes on
Claims, reparted, without amendment—
House Lill for the relief of the widow of Lieu-
tenant Rielard E. Cochran, deceaseds
+Houss bifl ‘for the’telief of A. €. Bryan and
othepsy. .. * " Ty e e ’
_-House bill for-the.relief of thelagal represenu -
tivaw of RobertFulton, dedsased
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' ¢harged therefrom. -

the relief of Theodore Qffutt.

Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit-
tee on' Military Affairs, made an adverse report on
the joint resolution explanatory of the act of June
2, 1848, entitled **An act to retund money for ex-
penses incurred, subsistence or transportation fur-
nighed, for the use of volunteers during the present
war, before being mustered a.d received into the
service of the United Siates,’” and asked 1o be dis-

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on
Claims, made an adverse report on the petition of
E. P, Calkins, of Galveston, Texas.

BILLS ON LEAVE.

Mr. BORLAND, pursuant to notice, asked and
obtained leave to introduce a bill to graut to the
State of Arkansas the Hot Spring reservation, in

that State, and for other purposes; which was read-

a first and second time, und referred to the Com-
mitiee on Publc lands

Mr. ATCHISON, pursuant to nolice, asked
and oblained leave 10 Introduce a bill granting to
the State of Missouri a right of way and a denation
of pubiic lands, for making a railroad from Lexing-
ton, on the Missouri river, to Ohio City, at the
mouth of the Ohio river, in suid State; which was
read a first and_second time, and referred to the
Committee on Public Lands,

Mr. DIX, pursuant to notice, asked and ob-
tained leave to introduce a bill te authorize an ap-
propriation fur removing the rocks at Hurl Gute
and the reefs in the harbor of New York; which
was read a first and second time, and referred to
the Commitiee on Commerce.

PURCHASE OF CUBA.

The following resolution, oftered by Mr, Mir-
LER, December 18, was taken up for considera-
tion:

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re-
quesed 1o inlonn the Scnate whether any and what tHego-
tasions or correspondence have taken place belween Lliis
Government and the Governnient of Spgain, or between any
persons acting under the direction or authonty of either
Government, 1 relalioy to the purchase of Cuba Ly the
United Stiates; and lhat he commsiicale (o the Senate
copies of such negotialions or correspondence, £0 fur n9 the
sne 1may be cointmunicated consisiently with the publie
interest. . .

Opriosition being manifested—

Mr. MILLER called for the yeas and nays on
the udoption of;lhe resolution, but the cull was not
sustained.

Mr. RUSK moved 10 lay the resolution on the

talile, but withdrew the motion.

Several Senarors called for the yeas and nays
on this motiomn.

Mr. MILLER rose to offer sofhe explanations
concerning the resolution; when= :

Mr, DICKINSON said the question was not
now debatabie, .

Mr. MILLER. -1 hope that the Senator who
moved to luy the resolution on the table will with-
draw his motion, in order to allow me an opportu-
nity to say a few words in explanation.

Mr. RUSK. I have no objections, so far as the
subject s under my control, to allow the gentleman
froin New Jersey to ofler any explanations he
may be pleased to make. For one, I do not be-
lieve that any such negoliations or correspondence
have been entered into by the two (Governments
named in the resolution; and the only authority
for entertaining any such belief, on the part of uny
one, is a few vague rumors which have been cir-
culated in some ot the newspapers.

Mr. MILLER. 1 would state to the Senate that
this resolution ig in the ordinary form of resolu-
tions of inquiry of this nature. ‘Ihe answer to the
resolution is submittted to the discretion of the
Presiient.  If he thinks it inconsistent with ‘the
public interest to give the'information asked for,
he may dechne to furnish it. .

When the resolution was called up a few days
since, the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BERRIEN]
suggested to the Senate that it was not strictly in
order to present a resqlution of this kind in open
Senate, but that it should be made the subject of
executtve session, Since thut time I have been
looking into the precedents of this kind, and I find
abundance of them, which authorized the present-
ation of this resolution in open Senate.

Resolutions requiring information from the Pres-
ident i regard Lo correspondence between this
Union and other nations might, perhaps, develop

a bill for,

-the cases of the negoliations between this Govein-

ment and Mexico, and in the negotiations with
regard to the annexation of Texas, und the nega-
tiations between this Government and Great Briw
ain in relation to the Territory of Qregon, resolu-
tions of this kind were oflered and recetved in open
Senate. Therefore the resolution is not subject to
any objection of that churacter.

Agaiu: | congider that the subject-matter of this -
resolution is not of the ordinary character. This
matter of purchasing foreign rations, people, and
territories is not of the ordinary charucier of the
negotiations between nations. Hence | deemed it
proper to offer this resolution, for the purpose of
inforining the country whether any negotiations
of thmis kind have been carried on between this and -
the Spanish Government,

My impression at the time I offered the resolu-
tion was, und still iz, that if any such negotiniions
1l between the two uutions are in progrésa, the coun-
lry ought to be informed of the fact: the gountry
should know it Lefore the object of the negotia-
tions is consummated; and it was for this purpose-
that | presented the resolution,

Mr. RUSK. I wish simply to ask the honora-
ble Senator from New Jersey if he entertains any
suspicion that such negotintions or correspondence
are or have been in progress ?

Mr. MILLER. Since the honorable Senator
from Texas has propounded the quesiion, I must
say that | huve such suspicions, | lknow very well,
sir, tirat the pretty general impression of the coun-
try is, that something of the kind has been going
on, and my only object in oflering the resolution
was to elicit the truth, and quiet the public mind.

Mr. FOOTE. From the manuer in which this
subjeet has been introduced by the Senator from
New Jersey, 1 feel mysell authorized to propound
an inquiry 1o him, which he may answer or not,
at his pleasure and discretion. [ wish to know
whether, in the event of his ascertaining that any
correspondence or negotiations in reference to this
subject have actually taken place, he is prepared
to assume un atutude hoatiie 10 the annexation of
Cuba to this eountry, and whether he is or is not _
prepared to act upon the subjects [If he is not pre-
pared to act, then | think there is no nccessity for
this vesolution. If, however, the Senator from
New Jersey, in the event of such a correspondence
or negotiauun having actually occurred, or being
in progress, intends 1o throw obistacles in the wuy,
for the purpose of preventing it consummation,
there i3 sowe reason for his resolution; but if he
inlends to rematn inactive, and is resoived thut no
action shall follow afier the information shuli be
obtained, I must repeat that 1 sce not-the shghtest
reason whatever for the puséage of the resolution,

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 renew the motion to lay~
the resoiution on the table.

Mr. MILLER. I hope the homorable Senator
from New York will withdraw his motion for a
moment, in order thut [ nay reply to the question
of the Senator frun Mississippi.

Mr. DICKINSON. I will withdraw my mation
if the Senator trom New Jersey will renew itafier .
lie has made-his reply.

Mr. MILLER. [ would not like to renew the
motion to lay the resolution on the talle myself,
but { have vo doult athers will do it. I'he gentleo
man can renew it himself.

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 will withdraw iny mo-
 tion for the present. 3

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, perhaps it
would be wise in me Lo reserve my answer o the
question of the Senator from Mississippi till the
tacts of the case are laid before the country. . But
I huve,no desire to conceal my opinions or inten- | 4
tions in regard to this ‘matter. My own opinign
is'made up upon this subject, and 1 do not liesitate
to say that { shall be opposed to the annexation of
Cuba to this country at all times and wyder all cir-
cumstances. -

Mr. FOOTE. I would simply state, that if such
be the determination of the lionurable Senutor from
New Jersey, he will find himself in an awkward
position in lesr thin four months, for the PPresidept
elect is decidedly in favor of the annexation of . .
Cuba, and lias so declared himself, .

Mr. DICKINSON, re€wed his motion to lay
the resolution on the table, e

Mr. HALE calledfor the yeas and nays, which’
wers orderad, and resulted as follows: '
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Y I Y=~ ¥Vrsera  Atchizen, Athertan, Berrien, Bm‘lfntl,
Pradary, Lovose, Drekiason, Dongla., Onwns, Fdeb, 1 hr.«.
wora 1 Vitspure . Foote, Houston, aatee, Julindon ol
Lot o dnesy Kingg Mason, Rash, Bebastiang Tarney;
and Y e

NAY R—Mesre I ddwan, Benton, Clarke, Ciayton, Cor-
wn, Do of Mie aéhasetty Davieny Divy Hale, Hamding
Meten 1L Ahiter, Niles, Pearce, Phetps, Spruasee, Undér-
goid, Vphan, ming Westeote-19,

S thie resolunon was laid on the table.

->

RESOLUTIONS.

Me. DOWNS presor ted -t following resolu-
tion: w hich wax econstdered and agiced tos

levo rod, J'hat al) memmids pentions, or other pager-,
reterred 10 the enannintees of the Senate at the inst session,
and remcaning betre them at i3 cdosc,y be recommitted to
he e comnntlre. . .

Mr. BELL submiued the fvllowingTresolution;
which was agreed to:

Reco'red, ‘That the memnnala and all ather papers or
malters redi reed to the Comnaittee on Ludian Affirs at the
Tast geeaing of Congrorsy qud winell wers wot reported an by
the comnmitiee, be now reco nmtted b eail connndttee,

Me. JONES submitted the fullowing resolution;
which wavtonsidered and agreed to:

Revaivel, Fhot thie Commtier on Pensions be instrneted |
ain e nio e evpetluney of auereasing the pension of [
Toe W Gatlith, of latva, o0 neeount of the foss of lus
ekt ar e winlt an e service of Lis country ay Churo-
Drcoy in Mexien.

A bill from the House of Representatives to
awend an et supplementary to an aet for the ad-
missian of the States of lowa and Florida into the
Union, wus read 8 first and second time, and re-
ferred 1o the Committee on the Judiciary. :

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved that the
Senate proceed to the considerntion of the private
calendar; but before the question was put—

On maotion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded '
to the consideration of Executive busihess; after
which the doors were reapened, and [

The Scnate adjourned ull Monday. . ‘

IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Fripav, Januvary 5, 1849.
The Journal of yesterday was'read nnd approved.

Mr. ROCKW ELL, of Connecticut, moved that ||
the House resolve nself mto Committee of the |!
Wihole on the state of die Union.

Mr. BOYDEN, from the Committee on Elec- !

tians, submitted the views af the mmovity of said |/
conunitice un the claims of Mr. Huney H. Siprey
t0 a scat upon the floar of the House, as a delegate
from the Terrivary of Wisconsing which was faid -
upott the table, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. ROCKWELL then renewed hig motion to ;
g0 inio commitire, N

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, aaid that the ve- {1
port of the < Globe,” in reeording the procecdings
of the House on the bill making appropriations 0
supply certuin deficiencies in appropriations, re-
porled Lim as having voted in favor ofstriking out
the provisa in relaion to the employment of &
messenger in the office of the Sergeant-nt-nrms,
This was o mistuke: he had poted against seriking
out; and he degired that if the error appeared on
the Journal, it might Ha corrected. .

“The SPEAKER said, that it the vole of the
gentleman had been incorrecdy recorded, the Jour-
nal would be corrected,

The question then recurred on the motion of
Mr. RocxweLy to go into Committee of the W hole
on the state of the Union.

Mr. LIGOXN +aid, he presumed that the object
of the gentleman from Counecticut, |Mr, Rock-
wELL,] 1 the raouon he had subnntted, was to
proceed with the consideration af the bill {o pro-
vide for the eswublishment of a board of commis-
sioneis to metile private claims. e (Mr. L.)
hoped that the House would not proeeed to the
cansideration of that bill, ‘Thisdry was that which
was known to lhe rules as abjection day, when
many claims mizht be dieposed of. Ele hoped the
Houge would proceed to the consideration of the
private ¢dendor. .

Mr. ROCKW ELL said it was well kniown thnt
he hud always been in favor of giving 10 private
claimants the henefitof those days which had been
sel apurt by the rules for the considerntion of their
cnses; but it ko happened that the bill w_ provide
for the estnblishment of & board of comniiagioners™
to settle private claims must be. disposed of to-duy
and to-morrow, or upon soine other private-billday,
or He apprchended that it coyly not bo disposed of

apall. 1t would by recoilceted by gontlenen, that,

by a vole of the House, the Committee of Ways
and Means hud procured the adoplion of a rule
giving priority to all the appropriation bills. Un-
dervthise clrcumstances, it was nccegsury that the
bill should Le considered att his time. e must
therefore adbere to his motion.

Mr. KAUFMAN rose ta inquire of the Speaker
whather a motion to go into Commiues of the
Wlinle gn the private enlendar, if' it shouald now be

submitted by him, would not have preference over ||

a ntion to go into Commiuee of the Whole on
the state of the Union ?

Connecticul, ;Mr. RockweLy,] because this day
wus set apart for Lhs consideration of privale bills.

Mr. KAUFMAN. Then I make the motion,
and lope it will Le agreed to.

Mr. ROCKWELL hoped that the gentleman
from Texas [Mr, Kaurman] would consent that
the question shiould be first taken on the motion
which he (Mr, R.) had subtiitted,

Mr. KAUFMAN did not assent.

So the question was stated by the Speaker to be
on the motinn thal the House resolve itsetf into
Committee of ths Whole for the purpose of pro-
ceeding to the congideration of the private culen-

ar,

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose and said, that
e had understood from one of the proprietors of
the ** Globe ™ that the copy of the vote which had
been furnished to that puper, on his (Mr. J.’s}
amendinent yesterday submitied 1w the Washing- |

. ton, Genrgeltdwir, dnd Alexundria stenmboat com- -

pany bill, in relation to the linbility of individual
stockholders, gave the eagregate vote as 94 in the
aflirmative and 87 in the negutive.

bHe merely wished to cull the auention of the
Spenker and of the Cletk to the puint, so that arf
examination migit be made by the Clerk, and the
true state of fucts be usacertained; so that if there
was any mistake on the Journal, it might be cor-

l'ected. . . -
KER waid the Clerk would state the

The SPEA
vote as recorded on thé Jourpal, . .

The CLerk read as follows: * Eiglty-nine in
the atfirmative, ninety-onw in the negutve,” =

[This is the vote whnounced by the SrEAKER
yesterday; and as set forth in the < Globe of this

- morniog. ]

The nuestion then ogrin recurred on the motion
of Mr, ifavrsan, that the House resolve iwell !
intn Committes of the Wlole on the private eal-
endar. ,

‘Tdlters (Messrs. Cranoman and Kavrnan) were
wppoimed,

And the questton was tuken and decided in the |
negative—nyes 47, hoes 74. ;

So the Iouse refused to go into Comntitice Ofi
the Whole on the privaw calendar. |

And the guestioh then recurred antd was taken |
on the motion of Mr. Reckwerr, and devided in
the affirmative,  ~

BOARD TO SETTLE PRIVATE CLAIMSE.

So the Ilousc resolved itself into Committee of
the Whole on the smite of the Union, (Mr. Binr,
of South Cayoliya, iy the chair,)

The CHAJRMAN stated the first business be-
fore the cominittee to be the bill, heretofure under
consideration, to provide for the establishment of
a hoard of commissioners to settle private claima,

Mr. STRONG was chtitled to the flobr.

Mr. GOGGIN rose and suid that lie did rot
wish to interfere with the business befure the
commitiec. Ile supposed thut the bill designated
by the chairman wan regularly before it.  But he
desired to be inforined whether it would hein order
far him 10 move te pustpotie the consitlerntion of
that ball, with a view td take up the bill to regulate
the rates of postage?

The CETAIRVMAN thought not, he said.

Mr. STRONG then took the floory and ad-
dressed the comntitiee during the greater part of
the alloued hour. . '

He snid it was a matter of some regret to him
that he hasd not made the observations he pro-
posed to suhmip to the committee on the day on
which this bill had first been, brought up for con-
sideration. |t wus not hig intention then, nor did
e propore now, to enter very niuch ut large Mto
the discusaion.  [e had yielded on o former day

committes, that an adjournment should take place;
and he feared that, by so doing, he had led gen-
ticmeit to edhent feom him a mord particular in-
vestigution of the provisione of the bill than he felt
disposed to bestow upon them,
le confessed that he felt a deep intercst in the
fate of this bull. It proposed a remedy for an evil,
! the existence of which was universally admitted. -
It was not often that s much unanimity of senti-
ment was found in this Hall, as had been exhib-
ited in the opinion, that the present mode of set-

i . ting private claiins against the Government of tha

The SPEAKER answered, that the motion to |
go into Committee of the Whole would have the i
preference over the motion of the gentleman from ||

United States was utlerly inadequate for the pur-
pose designed to be accomplished—that it was
alike unjust to individuals and unjust to the Gov-
ernment.

Nor was it herc alone that the voice of condem-
_nation against the cxisting system had been heard.
The language of complaint’ had come up to this
Cupitol from all partsot the country; and they were
aften reproached for the injustice they were doing
to the Government, gnd to those having meritori-
ous claims upon theGlovernment, who had a right
w demand an early hearing, and a speedy adjudi-
cation of their claims, -

It was undoubtedly true that the grounds of
complaint in respect to the present system were,
very different.  Some there were who complained
of 1L us being substantially a denial to meritprious
citizens of their right to recover what was jusily
their due; and not only a denial of that, and a
withholding of their dues, but as being a refusal
to permit them to be heard- before the enly tribu-
nal known to the Constitution and the laws of the
country for the adjustment of these claims.

Thcre were others who complained of the sys-
\ tem ag being the means of permitting unfounded

. ¢luims against the Government.to be prosecuted

1o n successful terimination; and they were told that
maay frauds had been perpetrated on the treasury
ol the nation.

There could be no doubt that both these causes
of ¢omplaint existed. There could be no doubt’
that they were well founded; and what was more,
that the cause of complaint was increasing from
year to year. In the early hictory of the Govern-
ent, the claims presented against it were, com-
paratively apeaking, but few in number. They
were about onewixth of those which were now
presented from year to year; and even whilst the
number was thus small, the tribunal was never
flited for their adjudication. Yes-the evil was not
80 universally fult as it was at the present time.. |

But it was to be remembered,: that .from the,

>ut » ]
foandution of the Government to-this hour, these
i claims hud been growing in number- and in mag-
mitnde,  They had kept cven pace with the popus
lation and wealth of the country; and as our popus,
Intion &t this umé was about six times ae Jarge as -
|1t wes at the date of the adoption of the Constitu~
tinn of the United Stated, so were these ¢glaims in
number about six times ds many aa were presented -
bt the time the Codatituuon went intp operation.
Many of theso.claims, beyond doubt, wers just,
No man'in thls Hodse would hezard his reputae
tion by the asecrtion thut all of them were ill-
founded, Bome of them certninly were merito-
rivus. 'They were such av, if they were mado by
one citizen against another, wonld, by universal
sentiment, be declured fit subjects for specdy set-
tlement and early adjudiention. They wers not
lees just because they were made against the Gove
ernment, ind rot ugainst individuals. They were
ot the less due to the citizen than they would be
it his c¢lnim had been ngatat a fellow-citizen, and |
not against the Government. And yet many of
these claims had Leen upon the calendar for the .

| period of ten, fifteen, or twenty years, and were

no nearer to adjudication now than they were on
the first gday on which they had Geen presented.

- Now, if it were in the paower of Congress to de-
vise nuy sysiem which wouald give 10 these meri-
torious clatmunts an earlier hearing; if' it were in
the power ot Congress to devise a aystem by which
those claims could be adjudicated at an earlier da
than that at which they esuld now be adjudicated,
he usked whether a refusal to do #0 wina not taunta-
mount g & demal of justice? 1t was more: it was,
in muuy‘cm.ws, a, denial of an express consiity-
tional night.  Thete were many cases—somo ha
himself knew, apd he doubted not thero were
many—where private property had been impressed.,

td' what appanred Lo be, the manifest desire of the

—taken for pubhia use.  Now, the Canssitiian afs
the Unued Buyios, 1a avof.ita provisied hed Ay
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