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colony in Nicamg,ua.107 Kmncy himself was not adversc to a connection with Quitman. He

\advertizcd his Mosquito lands in Nicaragua as 3 haven for the South (mcamng Alabama,

Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas—according to his conception) in exchange for moncy.

o

. .Quitman gave varicd reasons supporting an expedition into Cuba in a drafted statement to

3 ~ Oxford Orgamzer edltor Benjamin F. Dill. One was racially-motivated; he feared the 1sland

R t .
‘would be” 0vcrrun by ”mongrcls “ “Spain under advice of England,” he said, “has determined

»

~ to africanize Cuba." He also wrote that “[Spain] is arming the black against the white.”

\

Other statements demonstrate his desire to protect Southern interests: “Her fatc is ours”;

" "Danger both to Cuba & ourselves imminent & can only be averted by revolution,” and “self

prcscrvation dcmands we should do something.” Nationalism provided another reason

.

Quitman wantcd to anncx Cuba ”Sympathy for an oppressed people,” he noted, “& duty to

’,

own awn country prompt me to aid a rcvolution with moncy arms & mcn, assocnated with

o
A )

: patnotic mcn ” Butgencrally speaking, Quitman did not dwell in abstractions. He was a man

'ﬂ e 4. “e

of action, not thou'ght. His last rationales arc rcsponscs to the Picrcc administration: "Public

‘ .
‘o

opinion, more po‘tcnt than the administration is with us,” and “the Govt from anti-slavery

tendcncm} is powcrlcss ” Quitman s intention was to protect thc Cuban pcople from both

. armcd blacks and Spam by aidmg them in scckmg mdcpcndcncc, thereby protecting

M
N\ '

-

slavcry

N . . ' ' X . ) . L. . 4 b
But if. Quitman was a man of action, he was also a man who inspired action in others.
Many men jumped at-the chance to join Quitman’s group, the Order of the Lone Star. One

supportcr wrote the gcncral that even though hc had always been a filibuster in theory, he

]

had s never bccn onc in practlcc because hc had never {ound a lcadcr who inspired him enough

_to. voluntccr He statcd that he would join only a mxssxon1 Quitman were lcading, for it proved

[

',-(

107. Wilham Thcophilus Brantlcy to Quitman Sclma, Alabama January 17, 1855, QPHU.

" .108.Henry L. Kinney to Quitman, San Juan del Norte, November 3, 1855 QPHU. Kinncy wrote,
"What Wllhmﬂ of dollars to La., Miss, Texas, & Ala. to have a new Republic cstablished to

. strenth litical institutions of thc South v
109.Initialed draft, Quitman to B. F. Dill, June 18, 1854, QPHU.
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‘ to be ”suici"(‘ial{,:’-' to assist in expeditions led by a Cuban or Spanish lcac_ic"r,' alluding to Lépez.

Another wrote to say that-“Quitman’s very lcadership gu>r\antch success. Many of the men

mtlmatlpns” about the Qu:tman cxpédmon bcforc he began at once outflttmg a corps of
1o . » . o .
. k . : .

... young fil'ihustcrs
Robcrt May/calls Quntman s plan to mvade Cubaa ”gcntlcmcn S cxpcdmon," yet states e

that thé voluntccrs composed “a. vxolcncc pronc group.” Although we know that many

Southcm gcntlcmcn could be also quite vnolcnt, many of Quntman s afhhatcs were not ..
. » ’ N\ e .
gcntlemcn but rcstlcss advcnturcrs, much llke thc motlcy group of Tcxas voluntccrs By far

RN

A’

the'most written support qutman rcccwcd was from Alabama Lou:sxana, and 'Dcxas m R

. ,y v e

¢ Colonel Ford from Tcxas wrotc' “1 will chccrfully conscnt to fo\low‘your lcad My anxncty is

St . / .

for the South I dcsnrc to sce the Slave Statcs m p0sscssmn of matcnal guarantces for the

N

~present sccurity of slavcry and for thc futurc cxpans]on of thc arca of slavc tcrntory - o L'; ‘ 4y
Another wantcd to join, cspccxally if thcrc wcrc a posslblhty he could obtam a officer’s

posmon 13 Onc Mobilian who scrvcd wn\fh Lépez desired to hght with Qultman for the - . 1
“"u N s ‘ ' ! \‘;'\\
1sland agam 14 Another wanted “to cxtcnd [to Cubal thc blcssmgs of thc hbcny we cmoy as -

. » RN o M B .., ,.' . A g AR
. . ' . . M . A o Lo

C e RS ‘o ¢ 4 . . : i AR

R ¢ toa " K TR
O HO Grccnc C. Chandlcr to qutman, Jackson, Mnssnssnppx, y 18, 1854; W D anfm to. Quntman K
S Mmdcn, Louisiana, Iuly 10, 1854; T. S. Anderson to qutmaﬁf Austm, Tcxas Apnl 24, 1854 QPHU

- 111.UrBan, “The Ahortwc Quntman Fxhbusicnng Expcdmon"’ 180-1

112 John L. Ford toQu:tman Iuly 2, 1855 Qp:tman Papcrs, Umvcrsnty of Vu-glma quotcd in ]amcs
. Antebe lum Natchéz, 278. ' N J

113. Eugcne 'Qc Mauprat, New Orleans, Ian_uagycm 1855 QPHU. .. TR

- . 114.R. A. Harris, Mobx!e ‘January 3, 185§ QPHU. During the 1851, Lépcz cxpcdmon, Harns was © oo o
undér the command of C. R. Wheat, i Ncéw Orlcans lawyer and officer of the twq earlier Lépez . - “-'-. oG
. ©.'" missions. Urban, ”The Abortive Quitman Fdlbustcnng Expedition,” 180. Wheat wis a rab:d hhbuster
who wrote Quitman in Ianuary, 1854.that if the "PFriends ‘of Cuba” could donate'$200, 000.t0' General”

-

. ‘Carrajal on the Rio Grande, that the northern Mcxlcan states of Tamauhpas, Nucva Leon, and %, & X ;
_Coahuila would be revolutionized, ‘whéreupon the money would berefurncd to the Cubah fund. All "3 ™
"“available artillery and muritions of the revolutionized states would be sent to support Qunman R
"Cuban’ cxpcdmon C.R. that to Qultman, Ncw Orlcans Ianuary 30 1854 QPHU R, L Ao L
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“ca people to the oppressed & down-(\roddcn of other 1ands, and especially incited to 2 wish for
N \ ‘ v

‘action in behalf of our near neighbors of the island of Cuba.

nll5s

That so many Gulf Southerners were intcrested in Quitman’s proposed expedition was

(\ : - .
. . N ! R . Y °

aiso a reaCtion to thc rumor that slavery would be abolished in Cuba. The same fear that had

A

"so qurckly promptcd the anncxation of Texas in 1845 might well be able to wield the same.

krnd of motrvatlng influence among Gulf Southcrners, in ordcr that thcy mrght protect Cuba

agamst such an occurrence. A theatncal satlrc, Those 15,000 Fillibusters, acknowledged the

R ',. .

rumor in pcrformances before capacity-filled crowds in New Orlecans. In fact, one of the key

. actors in the play was General ****, a thlnly-drsgulscd Qurtman. Of the Gcncral an

-

advertrscmdnt sald “lhe is thc] commandcr-m chief of the 15,000, provided thcy raise the
Dzmes w116 |, In Natchcz, Robert P. Sargent wrote: “We havc a good deal of excitement now &
then in relatxon to Cuba, & I think thcrc is a ‘:'trong party of pamots mustcnng their x

; m0vcmcnts e ."' 17 Sargcnt was rcfcrrmg to thé. ncutralrty laws that forccd the Quitman
SR ‘ . . 7 T -,
planncrs into such sccrct corncrs. : ro : e

i [3
e

That s0 many Gulf Southerncrs were rccrurtcd for the Qurtman expedition was also a

show of support and farth in the Ccncral s Cubaagcnt—Fclrx Huston, commandcr'm-thlcf of

A
!

| the armlcs of thc Tcxas chdbln’E in- 1836 In his ofhcral Texas capacrty, he hclpcd raisc over
f.r £ ‘ . ;
$l00 000 for the revolutronary cffort. Aftcr 1836, hc movcd to Mrssrssmpr whcrc be came AR

: actlve in Dcmocratrc polmcs, and togcthcr wfth thman, Footc, chdcrson and Albcrt .
v ol . ¢, e . ' o
Gallatm Brown, Huston actrvcly pctmoncd for Mrssrssrppr support in Tcxgs annexatron Hc '

[ " . ~
. .

c .mpargned throughmrt the. Gulf rarsmg funds and rccrumng men for thc rsland mlSSIOh RN

i ] Hrs nephew was onc ‘gghosc cxccutcd by the Spamards wrth Cnttcndcn Onc Huston recrmt

' v K

- 115, C 'C*"Hdrnsby to, Qultman; New Orlcans, Dcccmbcr 13, 1864 QPHU. SRS L
116, Ditket, Slidell and, thé Community, 39; ”Thosc 15 000 Fdlrbustcrs'f’, advcrmcmcnt Iunc 16 L ey
_1854 Southcrn Frlnbustcr Collccnon, LSUA." -

R 17: E}obcrt Pcrcy‘Sargcnt toI Ru‘pcrt Paxton Narchcz, Iunc 1'3 1854, Robcrt Pcrcy Sargcnt Lcttcrs, T
‘ SU N I~ ‘ . T . ’ . . . . - v
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1852. Many Moblhans mtcrcstcd in ;ommg qutman wcre mtcrvncwcd by.Hesse. One of

H

. them, Wﬂllam Thcophnlus Brantlcy, wrote™ Qultman that the campangn would attract the

" support of "Ccntral Ala,” whcrc the "young men”’ of hls acquamtancc wcre of "a dtsposmon

» )]

favorable to thc vaumttlon and' ach\cvemcnt of the mdcpcndcncc of Cuba #118 That most of

Qu:tman s support camc from the Gulf South was also in part a'result of that reglon’s greater

"’ o A

| mtcrcst in acqumng slavc tcmtory in thc lowcr Gulf than in any othcr region of the South.

B . .

~ oy

"The U. S govcrﬁmcnt was mtcnt on prcventmg an9 fnlxbustcrmg actmty from even

formmg In Ncw Orlcans, Iudgc Campbcll .of the U S Cn'cunt Court callct‘l in qutman

'Thrashcr, andaDr. A. L Saundcrs to compcl thcm to obscrvc "the laws of thc Umtcd

tu oo .

Statcs cspccnally an act‘ commonly callcd thc Ncutrahty law” for a pcnod -of nine mont-hs,

N

: relcaSmg thcm on’ bOnds of $3 600. Thrashcr and Qultman agrced to do so, but only undcr

'.V-

‘protest. Qultman rcfuscd to comply voluntanl \ vncwmg it as "an unconstltutlonal illegal
y

o

and arbltmry cxcrc:sc of power.” i Hc thcrcforc was jailed tcmporanly by the U. S Marshal. 119

.’ Ultnmatély, tho CXpCdlthﬂ was abortcd bccausc of financial d:fflcultlcs and the strict

N pohcy of thc fcdcral govcrnmcnt toward thc f1hbhstcrs In carly 1855, Quntman wrote a

o 'actton ”'20 Ohc Alabama supportcr lamcntcd that "thc tlmcs are cxtrcmcly tlght as rcgards

. mOncy mattcrs and gcncral dlStl’CSS prcvalls w12l MlSSlSSlppl anotht:r rcgrctfully stated

’r’,\

that "thcrc is also at thls tnmc, more dnfflculty in ralsmg ‘moncey, than Thave ever bcforc

known smcc 1 havc bccn in the stato n122 1y addltlon New Orleans was rcportcdly m thc
T "'. ':'::."v".. N ‘4, "[' ‘-"A .' . ) R N )
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118 thham Thcophnlus Bnmtlcy to Qultman Sclma Alabama Ianuary 17, 1855; Fchx Hustén to -
Quttman ‘April 8; 1854, Mobile; QPHU. Hcsse was'a fmancnal agent in Moblle for William Walker’s

" . second attempt at ,Nlcaragua IR

! 19,Ncw Orlcans DaJIy chayune, Iuly 4,'1854. ‘

120 C. AL Lamar to Quntman "New Orleans, ]anuary 5, 1855 QPHU Another plausible
explanatnon is given'by C: 1. Fayssouxl who wrotc in a private npte: “Genl Quitman, G H Smith, -
Thatchcr P Harra Picket and many othcrs, consulted U.S. authoritics were informed they would not
* . be perm:ttcd to lcave U.S.—then.aban oncd the cffort.” Fayssoux Collcction, 1852, QPH U
-121.Wiliam Thcophilus Brantlcy toQ itman, Sclma, Alabama, January 17, 1855, QPHU
425.:W|lham S. L(mglcy to qutman,] ckson, Ianuary 13, 1855, QPHU.
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mxdst of a f@cxal slowdown in carly 1854 123 The Umtcd Statcs, after thc Lépez

embarrassmem was dctcmuned to nip future in the bud hlxbustcrmg movements by

“

' .

tlghtcnmgenforcem,cnt of thc ncutrality laws . . SR Lo

»
. . . “ . ! '!p

<

o Those fmanclers, howevcr nevcr saw'a return on theu mvcstmcnt, for on Apnl 30 1855,

-
<

thman resigned from hns posmon as hcad of the Ordcr of thic Lonc Star. Quitman decided

.’
« v

4

to dlsmantlc the preparatxons for an expcdatmn because of mcctmgs with the chrce che
LY ~ ;‘»

admimstratnon, thc fcdcral governmcnt s.suceess at, threatenmg cnforccmcnt of the ncntrallty

\ ¢ '

- lawe, and the iack of. enough money 124 Sdently, m the background thman s hhbusters fell

by thc waysldc qulckly upon hcarmg of his rcsngnatlon from thc cffort. Financicrs Wcrc lefe.

holdmg thc bag, for most of the money thcy had donatcd had bccn convcrtcd into munitions,

.
‘o

eqmpment hardly uscful toamcrchant or plantcr Lo v;". oo
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12.3 Urban, ”Thc Abortive: Qultman Fllnbustcnng Expcditlon, " 186. )
124.C. Stanlcy Urban, "The Ahortwc Qultman Fllnbustermg Expcdmon 1853-1855," IMH XVIII
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