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Wugn we reflect upon the wonderful events that; on this commenil

- tholast 1Q0'years, have conspired to promotethe _proéquﬁ&'&ﬂbgﬁi{esim 4

s'»- . 1oaggrandizethe Union, we can butadmire.the mysterious mannerin whishy~ - =
R the 1mperial goverhments of Europe-have, undesigné Yi‘r,@?ﬁ”?ﬁ‘dé’:"' &

the instraments of fostering our natidnal® growth.” 1 h‘bﬂgc&arﬁéﬁ‘ :

noglect with which the impetial government treated 1he English: calonfes, -

until’ they came to be important enough' to 'pluﬁdpf,f*ﬁ'd_éuﬁﬁalfj aid ¢

thé foundation of our practical sy"sfeix':-fo,frselﬁgo?erdmgﬂtﬁ;-ﬁl’g'f'r’iﬁ#_ ol

to: that hardy spirit ofindepén’d'enéé which, trained’ (o resistance in's .~ =

long series of increasing oppressions, became finally steorg-ehongh to, . | &

triumph.” ~“Only so0 many colonies, however, and so much territory as -

’ . conld combine in a strong confederation, were ‘emancipated,-: As thsea T
grew in magnitade, jealousy” and éupposed self-int¢tests- fndtceds R
.mperial governments of Europe {6 cling'tenatiously to their: remminiag =

. dependencies, until the United States were pre%a;ed toreceivé them, Eng- - --

. . land on the north; and France and Spain on the south, each held and.gon- '+~

- tinued to govern, with what succesa. their systems would permit, their -

"« | respective colonies. As, however, the government of the United States b -

e - camé consolidated, their population increased and their wants developed,

o circumstances compelled the European powers to cede just ‘80 mdeh”
. mnew ‘territory as ‘contributed to ourstrergth and imppghneet,éﬁlbf_

227 out adding any weakening element to our gystem. Preciself at, (aiom
ment when the possession of the delta of the Missiseippi -became "of firet -
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e b\ ‘importénce to our interntl quiet, was'Bonapar(e, compélled- fo abawdon-:

o . his darling idéa-of transatlantic colonies, an &eIfLouuxan‘at& :
8" ' . Btites, - N sconer had that fair. territory, Become Micorporated, “snd the -
-~ 'pressuye of the south upon Florida developed. the necessity. of  itw’ indee-
- poration; thix the feeble'and arrogant government of Spain was igduced_
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(o pa.rt with 'rt,Aaucvl“also to accept the dangerous cession of Texas, which,’
ta"the course of our national growth, became the means of a new -addition
‘to_the. national domain, bringing with it California and New-Mexico,

us sool as the further progress of the nation made such additions to its

e

- _““territory not only necessary but safe. The quasi occupation of Oregon
‘by.the English for a quarter of a century, prepared it for the reception of

~ ihe American settlers'ss soon as the advaoce of, civilization brought "1t
" within the reach of the hardy§ pioneers, Thus, on all sides, the hope
expressed by Jefferson in relation to the Mexican states—viz., that Spain
“would be ‘stroug ‘enough to hold them Yuntil the United States r?hould be
ready.tg embrace them, has been fulfilled. A new and mare important
movement is now at hand ; and the Jast and most_valuable of European
colonies. is about to be annexed to the  Model Republic.” Cuba, for
a ‘century, has been a prize on which the eyes of Europe have been fas-
teped; and which, perhaps, more than any other transatlantic possession,
“has in yeats gone by stimulated the cupidity of statesmen, The fact
. that the most despicable of all the European governments has contrived
fot only to hold it through all the convulsions of the present century,
‘but, as it were, to preserve and gradoally prepare it, by & systein of gross
oppression, (in which it is questionable whether folly or iniquity most pre-
dominates,) for delivery to the United States, precisely at the moment
‘when this country is fully prepared to receive it, and when _rival nations
of Europe have last the power, and perhaps the will, to object, certainly
‘deielopeslan over-ruling power in the destiny of natioas, to whicli it be-
-.comes, us to bow in reverence.
% Prom the moment when Charles V., having acquired almost boundless
" territory in the New World, and firmly consolidated his absolute power
in the defeat of the Castilians, thereby extinguishing all opposition to the
govereign will, the pational spirit of Spain seems to have been broken;
and while the inquigition exerted itself( to crush all energy and -indepen-
dence of mind, the nation sunk into a state of stupid-indifference. The
invasion by Napoleon aroused it partially, aud induced, in 1812, the for-

. tberkingdcm for fen years, her daughté? i;eihé-khiee yemgo)d att

",ement, that a secret marriage had existed between the
‘the promoted sentinel, since the death of Ferdinand. This marrj
- even if it ever existed, was required to be made valid by royal decree, which

hat tirpe.

A" handsonie private soldier, son of a’cigar pedlar named Manoz;  had..

.without any particular merit, except personal appearance, risen rapidis:
_throngh all the ‘grades of rank, until be had (ece{ifrped e'mﬁmi:ﬂ;ﬁﬁ;

body-guerd of the king, and become domesticated as a chief officer
palscer Soon after this appointment, the queen regent was seized :fgthu:z

. passion for adopting infants, whose similitude o the guardsman was wog.

derful. "The scandal of the palace at length compelled” the announce.
royal mother and
age,
wag accordingly promulgated October 11, 1844. Munoz, in thia respect

was more fortunate than his prototype, Godoy, who, by the crigpinal favor
of the queen of Charles VI, was, in a similar roanner, raised from the

** ranks to be dictator to the nation. g

~The young queen having now reached her 13th year, had &tfain’é:l
her ‘mejority ; and the ex-regent having become Duchess of Rianzares:
by pbtaming-that dukedom for the quondam sentinel, became anzions
about the matriage of her daughter. Louis Philippe, at the same time.
was unger ‘““exercise of mind”’ as to the settlement of his brood of dukés'
A strong affinity thus existed between the royal intriguers. For the citizen-
king to marry’one of his sons to the Queen of Spain would be too much for
his brother-sovereigns to swallow at one gulp ; but there lived sons of the
queen’s second uacle, Don Francisco—Don Carlos being driven into ex-
ile. Of these, the oldest, Don Francisco, had been educafed at g vol<
lege in Paris, amid the spies of his uncle, Louis Philippe, to.whom
they reported his personal habits and condition. Through these means,*
the respectable King of the French dacertained that hig marriage with
the Queen Isabella would ensure the condition in the law of Ferdinand
on which the succession would devolve on Louisa. Accordingly, the
marriage was brought about at the same time that the Duke of&iohtpémie;

was united to Louwsa. The result thus far has been the banizhment -of
the ex-regent from Spain, and the separation of Quesn Isabella from her
victimized husband. Tuking advantage of the troubles in Mexico, receatly
a oor_wspiracy was set on foot to restore a monarchical government to that
country, and place the Duke of Montpensier and his Spanish bride 3

the throne. It was ascertained, however, we hope satisfactorily, that
kings and queens cannot take root in the New World.

We have mentioned these incidents in the lives of the persons who rule
Spain, as indicative of the morality and wisdom which govern, their con-
duet, and as somewhat explanatory of the spirit which has governed the
colonies.

On the resignation of Charles VI., in 1808, the discontent of the
American colonies, engendered by a long serits of oppressions, burst
into insurrections, which, after a struggle of some fiteen years, bécamea
successful, partly through the intrigues of England. As we bave stated, .
the French entered Spain at the behest of the holy alliaace, in 1893, to
overturn the copstitution of the Cortez, and restore the ahsolate power

~of Ferdinand. Although that was a most barbarous outrage, Englagd -*
did not interfere, as she was secretly not ill-pleased at the trinmph of
absolutism. . Mr. Canning, howeser, in his bombastic cuaning, satished
the English nation for the course taken, by asserting, that even if Spain '
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mation of a constitution, by her ancient Cortez, newly convoked. This
‘constitution was set aside by the,pitiable Ferdinand, on his release in
. 1814. He was, howerver, compelled to restore it in 1820; but he again
-gbolished it, by the aid of the French army, which entered Spain as the °
instrument of the holy alliance in 1823, and absolutism continued until
after the death of Ferdinand, in 1833. This miserable Ferdinand had
married, in 1829, Maria Christina, sister to the present King of Naples, and
sister-in-law of Louis Philippe. In ten months after this marriage, was
born a daughter, Isabella; and sixteen months later, another daugh-
ter, Louisa Ferdinand. The Salic law, which was in operation, gave the
guccession of the crown of Spain to Don Carlos, uncle of the young
Tsabella; but by the influence of the queen, Ferdinand set aside this
faw, ‘and conferred the succession upon Isabella, with the queen as re-
gent: Louisa to succeed in case [sabella died without issue. This led
2 to a civil war, which finally resulted in the utter‘defeat of Don Carlos and
Eg his claims. The queen regent, however, as an element of success,
P, ‘was compelled to issue a decree adopting the copstitution of [812; and
"this constitution remains in force. How far the settlement of the succes- -
sion hastened the death of Ferdinand, will probably never be known.
’At-his death, howerer, the royal widow, 27 years old, becime regent of
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the: hands' of: Franés, it would not be the ** Spain with the In<

Jisa’ because, - said b8, I called the new world into existence, to

“the balance-of the old.”” - This egotistical flourish wes guccessful.,

. T¢.covgréd the ‘movement of the allies against constitational liberty in

' 8pec

;Sﬁmm,:ind at the- same time prepared the way for’ that intrighepin re-

it of Cuba, whichi the v‘iJg'\lance of the United States frastrated.®
he policy announced by the United States, as well against the premature
movement of the Congress of Panama, as the intrigues of England, was
conclusive for the time. The loss of the Mexican colonies was, how-e

- ever, a severe blow to Spain, and for once, in the lapse of centuries, &

~ gleam of wisdo i '
- able to Cuba. The Imperial Government, by adopting a liberal system,

m shone upon her councils, and the first effect was favof-

ning the ports of the island, and authorizing a representation of the
island in the Cortez, at once secured its dependence, and gave 8 new’
impulse to its prosperity. After lingering out a period of nearly three
‘centuries, in a sort of stagnation, it now started forward in the race of
improvement, with a rapidity not unlike what we bave seen in our own
_country, and which, under all the subsequent oppressions, is far from
‘being entirely suppressed. Under this salutary reform, Cuba, re:p_resented
by. those deputies in the Cortez, was governed by the same politigal laws
J'Spﬂin, and if her taxes were oppressive, she was at least represented,
and far'more capable by her great fertility of discharging them than were
the arrogant paupers of the Peéninsula. On the breaking out of the war
‘between Don Carlos and the highly respectable Queen-Regent with her

) quondam gnardsman, the finances of Spain fell into utter confusion, and
" to carry on war required fands. Don Carlos opened a loan in London for
- ¥880,000,000, 5 per cent. stock, in four series, of which the first series

" for’ $20,000,000, was mostly subcribed. The queen did better: she

had a chief in Cuba’ devoted to her interests, and drawing the revenues
of the island, she had the sinews of war that enabled her to teiumph.
Cubd was her main-stay. She could not, however, keep the cigar-
maker’s son in splendor, fight Don Carlos, and keep Madrid, without
squeezing Cuba rather more than its representation thought right; they
were therefore dismissed from the Cortez, in 1836, and sent home, by a
majority of thirteen votes. From that moment Cuba has been entirely at
the mercy of such persons as Madame Munoz judges most capable of

. * Paris, 2d January, 1826.

8ir,—In the manth of July last, 1 had the honor to etate to your Excellency, with
the nlmost frankness, 1he views of the President of the Uuited States in relation 1o
the Bpanish lslands of Cuba snd Porto Rico. 1 informed you that the United States
could not see, with indifference, those islands pessing from Spain to any other Euro-
pesn power; and that ibe United States desired no change in their political or com-
‘mercial condition, nor in the possession which Spain bad of them. Ia the conference
with which your Excellency bonored me on this day, 1 repeated the same sssurance,
and added, in a spirit of friendship, end with a view of guarding beforehand agsinst
any possible difficulties nu the subject which might arise, that my government could
1ot consent 10 the occapation of those islands by sny other European power than
-8pain, under any contingency whatever. :

- Having understood. your Excelleney to say that 1he policy of the United States, 28
dinoloseJ_,f by me, corresponded with those of His Majesty’s Government, 1 shall ot
fail to’communicate tbe information-to'the President, who will feel bappy in finding
the _two nations egreeing on a point of so muock importance to the-tranquillity of that
portion of the globe. 1 request your Ezcellency to accept, &c.,

: . . JAMES BROWN.

Ris Kxcellency Baros px Dixas, Minister of Foreign Affairs, &¢. &c.

[éeplem s

" = appointed as Captain-General, commands’ about 14,000° 7
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extracting ¢ , s Ilaiid, Which: tesit. e B
Itoly of & ceutry iniended for 3 paradive; cppronsed amit sorag de
by a systém of Algerine despotiem wnexmpled in-the. civilized world, = -

‘'extracting the largest revenue fro

.. {yetTsurrounded on all sides by the freest and most liberal

the world bas ever knowa. The creature of the Ymperial gémmw
- L4

and men, from old Spain; with this force he has hit ucceed e
weeding out all that had been done for the welfare o?ig?i:;:nd e’lelhm ’
the Junta de Fomento (Royal Association for Improvement,) f.'ormerxlu

“ composed of respectable merchants and wealthy planters, has 4
pruned of every healthy branch, and filled with the most anect tools of 2
unscrupulous power, while its power of discussing questions for the wet
fare o.f_tbe island has been almost altogether suppressed; the mi}jur\:
exercising unbridled and licentions power, to the jeopardy of the domicils
prc%ngrt'y,]ang e;e(r; lives of the Cubans. ! ’

e island of Cuba is possessed of a soil of unsar il

of a rmost salubrious climate, and yet, although orfgsii‘dxge;u{liré, ﬁ
covered portions of the new world, it is to this day the least known
internally, and is comparatively unsettled. The area of Eagland and
Walés, which contain now 20,000,000 of people, is 57,760 Eare miles.
The fsland of Cuba, including the Isle of Pinos, has an ar:i of 64975
gquare miles, and, afier three centuries of possessicn, contains less than
half a million white inhsbitants. The United States since 1794, has
mcregset_i 17,000,000 people, while Cuba has increased'bm o090 Oﬁo’amj
of this increase one-half has accrued since the modiﬁcau'o;x ofz the
government on the independence of the Mexican colonies. ~ The popa~
lation of the island is divided into three general heads, viz. : s}avespopﬁ'ee
blacks, and whites. The progress of these classes has been as follows :

CENSUS OF CUBA.

i Coloured Toial of G
Years, Whitex. Slaver, free. “olonr Sraad
1774 .. ... 96.440. .. ..... 44333 ... .. 30,847 ... ... N 5180 15620
1792...... 133.559. .. ... .. B4.590. ... ... 54.152. .. ... 138,742, ... 272,301
1817. ... .239,830....... 190145 ... .. 114,053, ... 3303 ... 553,033
1827, ..... 311,051, ..... 236,942 ... .. 106,494, ... .. 394436. ... 704,439
1841 ... .. 418201, ... 436.495.. ... 152,838 . .... 520,333, .. ..1,007.624
1846.... 9425767 .. .. .. 323.679...... 149,226.. .. .. 472,005 ... 893752

The slave population does oot naturally inctease, but is sustained by
a constantarrival of large importations from Africa, and these successive
importations are, for the most part, composed of the varions tribes which
enslaved each other at home, viz. : the Caraballis, Lucomees, Palas, Gangas
Mandingoes, Congos, Maquas, Quecsees, Breechees, and Minas, These
br!ng with them, from Aftica, all the animosity against each other which
originates in the savage wars waged eternally in that benighted region.
'I_‘h)s. is far from being a united class; and the ladsnos, or those somewhat
clvghzed by long residence, have little sympathy for the clumsy Bazales,
while the free colored have almost all obtained their freedom.by puoz-
chase, and are therefore the most intelligent end industrions, and their
rights, as a class, are far better protected.than in tha vorthern states of
the Uniop, as compared with the whites, with whom they would probably
sympathise, in case of revolution, and by whom they are not regarded
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ipelﬁiaﬁifé‘tm?xhe northern states. The populgiﬁi;:ﬁ -

. threq grestdivisions, of whom the most powerful are
iards, filling ul] posts of honor and profit in the.govern-

¢, the ‘army.and. the priésthood, and embracing many merghants, -

& pecond- elass 8 formed. of the creoles, who are planters, farmers,
- . andilawyers, and - scrupulously -excluded from the army, as well ‘as.all
" ¢ ‘givil offices; - The third class is formed of the free colored. = .. =
_ ».'The érecle population are the occupiers of the land, apd owne,rsgf
the slaves producing the wealth of the island The chief culture is
augar,c__coﬁ'ee,- and-tobacco. The export of the former article has in-
“‘creased from 40,000 Ibs. in 1800, to 156,000,000 Ibs. in 1827; 190,

. $13,825 Ibs. in 1833; 226,501,355 Ibs. in 1837, and 653,419,200 Ibs. in

1841.. When the government, in 1836, changed its policy in relation to
* the.island; rejected its delegation, and determined upon wringing as
~much money from it as possible, it became necessary to enhance the
pumber of the troops, to restrict the privileges of the tax-payers, and to
.stimulate the -vigilance of the government in every way calculated to
suppress the discontents which the increased burden would not fail to
produce. It is needless to enter into the detail of taxes. It may be
stated in few words, that to such a condition have affairs now reached,
- that the Cuban is taxed beyond the exactions imposed on the citizens of any
other known community; he is at the mercy of the military; he can
-neither write, read, nor speak upon political subjects; he cannot go a
'mile from his home, without purchasing a passport, and is liable, at any
-hour.of the day or night, on any pretence, to be removed from his family,
.and incarcerated in a dungeon, where his innocence of offence can only
_.be made manifest by the exhibition of large bribes; every action of his
life, the buying of a servant, the selling of house or land, the killing of
an ox, has its specific tax exacted with remorseless rigor. The aggre-
gate of thess impositions make up the sum of nearly %20,000,000
extorted from the planters per annum. From this sum is deducted the
.expenses of the Captain-General, his Spanish troops and officers em-
ployed i the extortion, with all the machinery of spies and police, and
the remainder is shipped to swell the coffers of the dessolute government
~at home. That Captain-General stands best with his government who

sends the largest sum to Madrid, no matter what may be the effect upon.

the Cubans.

It is to be supposed that this horrible oppression ofa people, who,
being in constant communication with the United States, are fully alive
to the thraldom in which they languish, should for years have prompted

-them earnestly to look for an opportunity of redress. The blacks have
Jmore than once risen against their masters, but it was usual for the ne-
«groes, among whom no extended conspiracy can ever exist, to set fire to
the cane, and escape to the mountaing, where they were soon captured
by other blacks, and brought back in triumph. In 1842, howerer, one
of those. infamons agents'of which the English government makes use
in its-nefarious designs upon other nations, by the name of Turnbull,
was appointed British Consul at Havana. This person formed -the de-
-sign of uniting the blacks in an insurrection, slaughtering the whites,
and érectinj a government on the St. Domingo plan, of which, as was
proved legally afterwards, himself was to be the Provincial head. _The
cruelties that attended the suppression of this revolt were unpatalleled;

'+ “of the government; and the  addition; of new rigory hys Ta;

1844, 4 mqie;ﬁeht’éf}h@@{,{@ E;,{;’;ﬁw“ ’-‘f;! s
. Oueof the chief sources of profit o the capisin-gensist vg o
‘queen, has been_ the slave trade.. The fm'p"enal -Bener:

“>affected {o consider the imp i ' & a8
nsi nportation of blacks as. cestary o :
‘of the plantations. On the 2d of.J une, ‘;343;3%235,5“%5;3:;}’ i;ili?;g

“from hthg department- of state a royal order, issned o
arch, In consequence of a request from th’e Briti R
» Madrid, directing the general to appoint a wmmg;gi?mbazgaducm
ei's andfmelrcha;]ts of the island, who should be inst PN £ PEARS:
plan of a taw for the punishment of sach persons i R
_gm]ty of violating the slave trade treaties, peThebre‘:mrélg?#é’.e foand
is worthy of temark, and is as follows; *f Whereas, ttg ¢ R L1 ardee
xtsoupplementel.lry to that of [817; and whereas, bo‘b‘ha‘ve
prevent the trade in slaves, whose: i$ 56 et
oo aealth ves, whose lador s 5o nec
the order breathes a gimilar spirit of ecti 2
: : A protection {o t con 2.
ing the former condition of the island, whea it wa}.}eggpaéi:e‘éd thﬁunﬁt‘
blufzks were mere ]\abori;_jg machines, and the whiteg incapable of th}
vating a, tropical soil, w‘n.l} the present state of '.hingg ﬁ, which--clh?esg’
supposed machines are giving pretty significant proofs thag they are
and .mmen not without some notions of liberty, and in which tb{a i 112:;
and the whole population would gladly sacrifice the profit to be csz-:ihed
by any furtl_]er lmportation of blacks, to the care: for \their own rafet
even were it not as it is already certain, that the climate of Cuba is ¥
favorable to the natives of the Canaries and Spain, ag that of Va.ie::,ﬁ

for their object -
sjary {p the culfipm-

or Andalusia,

The ex-Qneen Regent herself, it is stated. is the ro-im
porting company which sends into Cuba 10,00(,) slaves pﬁ?&iﬂﬂf 518'5'9;1:-3]—
the profit is $250 each to the company and 850 each to they, Q_jt’,jgnw ;H.L
This trade has long been regarded by the Cubans with gread eﬁ;
earnest and univereal wish has frequently been expressed for jts a;b:ln gt
While, howeyer, It continues to be a source of profit'to the ini o
government, it will be forced upon the island. An atter t ‘: m‘q?;m
colonxse_ with Asiatic and Yucatan settlers, but this igpwa;s i
would interfere with the profits of slaves; and amdng’ other acts for th ;.
encouragement of those immigrants, is the following 1. e e

. “Afﬁic_'lc llth.——{'(l‘he colonist who disobeys the orders o

y refusing to work, or by refusing to fulfil any of his duti v
Witﬁ twelve Igshes inflicted with & cow-skin ; Zritb eighteee:':;,g,?;‘ ?@rﬁtﬁ
permt;-and if, notwithstandiag that he woald not do his doty, a chain M.L
put oa him, snd be shall be made to sleep 1a stocks.” ' )

f his superior, sither

Certainly a most pleasant and hospitable mode of tres(: '

The,"d,ifﬁycuhi‘ea which attend il)é)importation of es::gaf;"::c;aﬁr?m
recently_induced the Captain-General to sk of the Pretorial Andi o
whether the importation of negro slayes from Braxil would be a..ﬁ:dx-
of the treaties- of 1817 and 1835, and they replied tha jt would be no
vialation. The introduction of negroes holds out a political as well a3 o

© pecuniary. 4dvaatage, inasmuch ag that by. multiplication, the hopeles
'n\e_u of freeing themselves from the Imperial Governmeﬁt, ;ithﬂmﬁ

-genceak 30 well ag the
GOvEvpment; bave fong,~ is

n the’ 2045 of "

reaty of: 1835 ia -

ructed to prepare tha - =

prosperity of the tsland, therefore,’ &ee.. Th—e«bfodj: o -



a8 g1°pay (e
00 -whites - pay $20,000,000 per ‘annum
arried: ‘opt~of the' we may wel
cfetili il'which permits such’an outlay: It 13,
ly whén aagar and coff¢e'command fair pricés thet the'estates™
| .eanmiford;it ‘at-othet ‘sensons they fall in arrear, and their bonds multi:
ly. in ‘the" hands. of-the“merchants. _These, although many of thém
Yoaniirds; héve thus become largely interested in the estates, and see
early, only nltimate ruln in the continued mal-administration of the

: uban, thus mercilessly fleeced, and kept id jeopardy of his life,
. .- i8.by no means free, sither from the infarmous espionage of the govern-
< "*'dent, or .from" the’ daggers. it puts in motion, even when he visita this
boasted - {and- of freedom. - Our hotels, watering-places, and theatrea,
swarta.with the emissaries of the despots; and the luckless Cuban who
* " allows to escape him a word in favor of the institutions he sees around,
. orsigh for the liberties of the people with whom he sojourns, prepares a
"~ dungson- for himself on his retorn, and beggary for his family from the
" confiscation of his estates. The infamous persons who have sought our
..: shores for refuge from the just punishment of crimes, lend themselves tothe
. inlquities of t vernment in hope of earning pardon for their offences.
The offices are gﬁed with the pimps and slaves of the infamous Chris-
tins and her paramour, while the cities of the United States are but too
" ofien..the scenes of their strocities. A late outrage upon the honor of
our flag, which has been forced upon the attention of government, affords
.an instance of- the abuse of oyr hospitality.
.~'The Cubans, in their naturel aspirations for liberty, have been checked
by the fact, that being deprived of arms by the government, they are placed
* on on& hand in danger of the insurrection of slaves forced upon them,
and on the other at the mercy of a foreign mercenary and licentious gol-
diery quartered among them. Under these circomstances they perceive
that their only chance of freedom ia foreign aid, in some-{orce, around
which they can rally, give expression to their opinions, and assert their
rights ‘in the government. They now pay $20,000,000 per annum to
theit oppressors. Iu litie more thgn two years that sum per annam suf-
ficed the United States to defray the expense of the conquest of Mexico.
The hardy character and indomitable enterprise marifested by the Am-
ericans’ in: that. war, pointed out at once the feasibility of employing a
sufficient force to disenthral Cuba, and to allow, henceforth, the wealth
of the island to accumulate within itself, to the enrichment of all classes.
Accordingly, au extensive organization was formed i Cuba and out of it.
In New-York'was established an able periodical, called * La Verdad,”
to advocata the cause of Caban freedom. Many of the articles inserted
_ in this paper‘were written in Havina, and some by Cubans who had be-.
come- citizens of the United States. Several persons accused of writ-
ing those articles were-arrested. in Cuba; among others, Mackin, Tolon
and Villaverde. - Tolon was condemned to death for having, 28 an- Ame- -
rican citizen, written® in the Unjted States, and published in New-York,
articlés in* favor of the freedom of his ndtive codntry.” Villaverde is'a
scholar, fall of the generous enthusiasm and patriotism natursl to a culti-
vated ‘mind. He 1s the organ of 2 formidable organization; extending

b

i

faland, we may well

“0 r

throughout theislands, 2nd‘embracing muny fespactalde ind mfldeatil f
- milies; whose object is to achievs the" ﬁd@f’ﬁéd&m}d’g{cag He ﬁg“:ﬁ
démmned ‘to-six yeurs irafisportation 15 Afrita, to weer shainy, although
othing could be proved but that he corresponded with Tk ! Hawks
confined ‘ia the gloomy “castle bf’Hafgﬁa;'}iﬁ-'the_-;aﬁé.dﬁnm;ﬁi&

3 T

sassinated, but was'réported’ to have committed suicide. - In hix lettora,

" written a short time before his death, he speaks of ohe Liarents ag hays -

- ing threatened to make away with him, if he did not cease his trajtorous
desigus of circulating La Verdad among the Spaniards, * Now -the

escape of Villaverde, in connection with the turnkey, created the atmost. - -

sonxiety in the breast of the captain-general to get Rey ag-;iin into his
power, in the hope that, by the aid of torture, he could force from him
the whole secret of the organization. Forthis parpose he put ‘his
sgents on the alert.” The Spanish consul at New.Orleans; a person-of
great hauteur, is a friend and eleve of Munoz, the paramour of thé ex-
Queen Regent, and is crawling into the confidencs of the government
by the unscrupulous zeal with which he does that which is reqaired of
him. An agent of this counsul is Sjguor Fulgencio Llorente, a poet, -
politician, and intriguer, who seeks to repait his decayed fortanes b;
zealous intrigues in behalf of the Cuban anthorities, and is the sam®e
who threatened poor Manchin with the dagger. "Connected with Lior-
ente, is'another agent named Ayala, & Cuban, who, sixteen years sgo,
slew his own cousin on the highway, and escaped the garote by flying to
New-Orleans. He has property in Cuba, and the greatreward he locks {oz-
ward to for his efforts in behalf of the consul, ia his pardon, and per-
mission to return to Cuba. These two arch-conspirators undertake to
bunt up Rey, and either by force or seduction, induce him o return to ~
Havana, so that he may expose the parties who aided the escape of tha
prisoners. These intriguants decoy Rey from the protection of the
friends of his brother refugee, ultimately force him on hoard a vessel.
and traosport him to Cuba. The absoluteignotance of the poor mm,.
key of all that relates to the popular movernent, foiled the captain‘gene-
ral. The investigation held at New-Orleans has, howerer, revesled to
the public the existence of a state of things in that city, in connectien

* Savawraw, Aprir 19, 1843
My Dear T. & = :
At last] am resting under the wings of the American Eagle, )
,}lt may be thut you wre already upprised of my miracaicus escape from the prison
of Havana, where, as s man guilty of high treason, and sccused of & capital crime by
the District Attorney (Fiscal) § was lalely watched with the greatast diligence. 1 see -
myeell freo. inthe land of liberty; und I can hardly believe what I soe and tonch. -
First, be it known to ynuthat tho District Attorney (Fiscal) had- accured Moand me
of a eapital crime, and that the Conucil decreed ten years’ txmgmﬁoa tnst you,
emned to !:ulh)..;.ba‘

. (three of the members being of opinion that you should be coo
.2gainst M. and me six years’ transportation. I succeeded in escapimg 1wo days sfier
" the Qouncil"of War met, that 18 1o say. the 3Tst of March, inthe pifhts- Sites
Yhen I have received no intelligence from Harana, and I do not know yet whethér the
Ogrmin—(}enéral has approved or di-approved the sentences. Howeser, I believe ha
will approvethem, aud that the uufortunate M. who remained in chains in the Caxtls
of the Pinta, will be sent o Alricn, to bear the torments of the iroa. hand that con-
d}r};m bim. Unfortunats youth! CigiLo Vivtaveeos. -

anothér Erisoger senténced as a fraudulent bankrupt. Phése two prisoders. -
bi e turnkey, Rey, to-let them out, and es€ape’ with them to New- -
“Orleads. Villaverde, however, landed at Apalachicola® ‘Machid wis 25~ -
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aystety of under-hand acting has been fully brought
b Consut atid thé Cagtain-General of Cubse; under

emely offenmive to.our national honor. - AVhile these events

whick the objevt was unkrown. The Execative Governmeat availed it-
walf ‘of tlis ydgue ramors to issue thé-Tollowing pfoclamation, as a sort
el b ¢ PROCLAMATION,

*.éiTheré is reason to betievs that an armed expedition is about to be fitted out in the
'Ukiited Bistes, with sa intention to invade the Island of Cuba, or some of the pro-
‘winbes of Mexibo. - The best information which the exscutive has been nble to obuain

- poluts to the Island of Caba as the object of this expedition. It is tho duty of the

fovernment o’ observe the faith of Llreaties, and to prevent any aggression by our

%mupon the territories of {risadly nations. I bave therefore thought it uoccnea?
#nd proper to ssne this Proclamation,to wata all citizens of the United Btates who shall
Sembect themeslves with an enterprise so grosely in violation of oar laws and our treaty
ehligations, that they will thereby subjectihemaelves to the heavy peaalties denounced
gainst them by our acts of Congress, and will forfeit their clsim to the protoction of

pir &dantry, No sach persons must exﬁcct tho interferenco of this government, in

st extremitien they may be reduced in con-

séqueuce of their conduct.  Ap enterprise o invade the territories of a friendly nation,
et on foot- and prosecuted withia the limits of the Usited Btates, is in the highest
degres oriminal, 23 tendiug to endanger the peace and compromit the honor of this

. ‘Batidm? amd, therefors, T exhort all good citizens, as they regard our nationul reputation
" "_ag they respect their own laws, and tho laws of pations—as they valuo the bleesiu[gx
1

of-posice and the wekare of their country—wdiscountenanceandiprevent, by all lawfa
means; any such enterprisa; and I call npon every officor of this goverument, civil or

+militacy, to ase 81l efforts fiu hia power to arrest for trial and pomishment, every such

offénder against the laws providiag for the performauce of car sacred obligations to

friendly powers. .

“Giyen under my band tho eleventh day of August, in the year of our Lord une thoa-
ssud_eight hundred &nd forty-nine ; and the seventy-fourth of the Independence of
the Uunited Sintee. Z. TAYLOR.

» #J. M. Crirrox, Becretary of State.”

That our treaty obligatians forbid any armed expedition ta he fitted
out within our borders against nations with which ‘we are at peace, is
undoubtedly the case; but the assurnption that armed citizens are going
to march against some particular state with which we are at peace, is a
most absurd stretch of power. That American citizens have the full
and uodoubted right to enter into the service of any foreign nation, has
frequently been asserted, and acted upon. Our gallant officers entered
freely into the service of the Texans, when struggling for independence,
and the Texans loaned money, bought arms, and procured aid among us,
as did also Ddn Carlos, in London, when he attempted to seize the
crown of Spain. Hundreds of similar instances present themselves,
affording precedents that justify the eatering into the service of the
Cubaps, ‘against their ruthless oppressors” The practicability of the
enterprize is"unquestionable. A force of 3 to 4,000 Americans, landed
in- Cuba, in the winter months, would have to contend with perhaps
14,000 Spaniards, divided in small garrisons, throughout the island,'
each at the mercy of the people, if those people have a sufficient rally-

. ing point. Sixty days probably would suffice to place a provisional gov-

ernment at the head of affairs, declare the independence of the. island,

-w{s'."fér{ the immediate, jnterference .

&jt’e_hd%_,h@hly?dangéroua to the peace of the commuuity~  _.- %

extt ;
dérdloping themselyes, it; tranbpired that a number of armed.‘men, -
ious; parts, of theUnioa, were preparing for some expeditioniof’ . -
.. “'people, and to afford places for_the reward of t

“orgenize. ita-revenues, and bid defia
Irfact;.it'is questionable whether: that
unsupported. by the ‘revenues of the' island
Jawer credit than Spain.. Its finances a
and’its. impoverizhed - people little dispased to
*¢ “the ‘maintenance of a control over arr island; th

A a2 i
»gerved only to feed the debauncheries of rulers,ndigg‘: to-the-
ke cotrupt edeves of the

__€x-Queen Regent.
views of France towards trans-atlantio possessions

despotism that crushes it. In the views of.En
years have wrought an immense change. In th
smancipate the slaves. * That she at one time sought rin. the. al 2,
n he K t,'in-the:
tion of the Cuban negroes, to raise the value‘ofg“ﬁé’i owﬁ?’aflmm '
colonies on the ruins of that island, may be trde, . But she abindoned
the scheme, aud in reducing the duties on slave-gromw: T2

The chawfed agpect - of Eu% h“ﬂt&eéthaé
" sympathies of that people would hail - the release oi; aé‘:g:hemﬁzi‘m‘ :
lund, the lart-twenty ©
has ‘ruined her own West-India colonies, by pn;ingggs?goo&%%ﬁ:?

ap'fdibid : -. yol .

=

the necessity her people had for the labor of the ‘slaves of Cuba and = =

Brazil. The progressof free-trade principles has i i R

Eomf ug;m trans-atlantic- colonies, and shepia ha]ﬂ-inmthn loostned. Ber
er leeble grasp upon Canada. At suchs moment, she wonld hareli
esire to meddle with Cuba. It has been stated that th:‘ggfeﬁ;i;tﬂg

Madrid, foreseeing the impossibility of much longer holding controhof - ‘

the island, manifested a desire to get what they ¢ ~by-selling it.to
England for £20,000,000. But sghe will fail'o};: ﬁldcggt:::::g‘i%go'
debt of England is already more than her people will. much Jo ermbt
mit to, and was raised to its present amount by paying £20 O{)ongoo ‘say -
£100,000,000, in emancipation of her West-India slaves, in’ ]83'5 -q,lﬁic}{ :
sum was utterly thrown away. To give £20,000,000 more for Cuba, -
would wvolve a further outlay of £20,000,000 to emancipate the slayes 5
say an expenditure of 8200,000,000, and to no purpose, since the rep: a_,i
of the navigation laws, and the modification of the ’ta:iﬂ's, would as
effectually throw all the trade of Cuba, as.an. English proﬁncé’ into'the
hands of the United States, and perbaps more surely than if she re-
malljnead mﬁepgnﬂdent with her own lawa. -

. vnder the influence of annexation, the property of th

immediately equalise with that of similar g:ogert§ in th: ggﬁz?!sstf;l;}
and the sugar plantations of Louisiana would find, insthe hith‘erto’un-'
touched soil of Cuba, the means of underselling the world in sugaf :
while the capacity of Cuba to purchase and consume the beef, hg:ai,
flour, and other supplies of the Westera states, wou}d'de*relépehitsalfz
In an almost limitless degree. The 820,000,000 now drawn from the

- island, asnually, for remittances toMadrid, accumolating in the island
a3 a capital in the employment of it3 free industry, wonld draw desirable -
settlers from all nations t6 avail thernselves of its limitless advantages,  *

clined to _ré.lin;}ﬁ’inh'-}; -t



