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COLONEL HENRY THEODORE TITUS

FOUIDER OF TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA
1865

Ae Jo Hannz in Chapter 12 of Florida's GOLDEN SANDS writes of

_Oole Titus as o pan of uncertain destiny. He was certainly a eoldier
of fortuns, ebout whonm controversy and conflict always gathsred.
HIS BACKGROUND.

A\zo\ T

I. The first of his femily in Americe was Robert Titus, born
in 1600 in Steo Catherino's Parish, Hertfordshire, England,

ebout thirty miles Northwest of London. Ho was a respocted
farmere

8 .00

He embarked from London, April 3, 1655, with his wife, Hannah,

n and their cons, Jokn end Edmund on the chip PHopewell®, come
mended by Oapte Bundocke Thaoy scliled on a land grant in what
is now Brooklins, Massachusetts, near Muddy Rivere Thoy later
roved to Woymouth, Xass.

In 1644, Robert, together wiih some forty families, moved 4o
Rehoboth, Mass. He was one of the founders of tho first Parish,

And was cormissioner for the court of Plymouth from Rehoboth,
1648 4o 16580

T.B Hewvet

In March 25, 1654, ho emizrated to Oyoter Bay, Long Islands

Wist.
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Content died in 1730, ago 87 Hic wife, Hannah's will
nade March 25, 1673, by Gove Andrus, is on file in the
offica of the Olerk of the Court _of Appesls, Albany, He Yo

CONTENT TITUS, their son, born Mar. 28, 1645, settled in
Newtoun, Long Island (now Elmhuret), 1672, and died there

in 1730, age 87. He married Elizabeth Moore, daughter of
John Moore, of Newtown, wvhose wife was Margaret Howell,
daughor of Edward Howell, oxe of the foundors of SoudhHampton,
Le Io Oapte Titus was active in Church and State. He was
Captain in tho war against the Indians. He was en Elder in
the Presbyterian Church when he passed. away. He was buried

in the ancient burial ground of Elmrurct, Le Ie

His third son was John Timothy.

JOHN TIMOTHY, born Nowarlt, Ne Je.
. Rebecca Died, Hopewell, 1754

" i1l proved 1llelel768

Moved to Hopeweoll Townohip, Ne. Je. before 1722.
Thelr socond pon was Androws.

ANDREY, born Hopewell, or ncar Tituoville, N. J. died 1806
- Me Hannah Burrows
born, Hopewell, Ne J. 3=-26-1735, died Hopewell,
daughtor of Stephan Burrows (Burrcugha) Sr. of Thomes Sr., of
Edward, of Long Island,

Thelr first son was Jolm.

JOHN, born near Titusville, N. J., died Jan. 28, 1826
ne Sarah Marshan, daughter of Henry Marshan,
born. Jan. 27, 1734, Huntordon, N. J., died Nov. 5,181%,
Maidenhcad, now Laurenville, N. J. Son of Andrew, baptized,
Aug. 6, 1706, Will made Moy 10, 1791, Inventory June 29, 1791,
and wife, Francine Anderson, 1714 - 1795.

Andrew wae the son of Henry Marchon, 1678 « Septe 1736,
died at Maidenhead, N. Je¢ His large gravestone is in Laurance ville

. The femily were from Qoen, Prance. Fathor and son came to America

with his eldeat son Henrd age 13, in 1689, and roturned to France,
Never heard from. The son was & weaver, grew up in Newton, L. I

John Titus son was Theodore.
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THEODORE TITUS, born Octe 6, 1794, Trenton, Ne Je
diod, Jon. 1885, Wilkesbarre, Pao
married, ’Da‘hhcrfme gli_.c}:. Houoll, 1
of Ellioty Hozokian™, Daniol Howell)
born Nove 12, 1798, died, 1843

He was a farmor, had 300-400 acres in Trenton, aleo a grist mill,
end e browory. He ownod 30-40 slaves to whonm ho offered thelr
freedon vhen he left Treanton, which they refusod. His home, later
‘robulld; dbecewe tho State Asylum of New Jerosoy.

Ho removed to y/ilkesbarre, and is buried thores.
Their firot child aa&-eg}y—aea.was Henry Thoodores

HENRY THEODORE TITUS wao beyn in Trenmton, New Jersay Febe. 13,1822,
and died jin Titusville, Florida, Auge 7, 1881.

A. J. Nanma statos his birth wes 1815. Thoe Titus Bible eays 1822,
He was broughd up in Trenton, and later, VWilkesbarre, Pa. where
his fathor was e proninent oitizen, and was abls to got his son
into Weot Point, but not to keep him there. Henry Theodorse, Jre
gays his father wes at West Point for a tino. He elso seorved in
the Pemnpylvanta Militia, -

Henna describes Titus as a handsomo, commanding rountaln of a
man in physique, in words, and in action.

The Adrien, Michigan, Timaos and Expediter of Feb, 1, 1851, sayo
Titue vas on Lake Superior, and was later with Promont in
Celifornia. Hanna does not confirm this.

It seems he was on the Texaso cattle tralls for a tims. There is &
- Titus Qounty in that Statos It is in the Pine Belt of Northeast
Texao, named for Androw J. Titus, orcsted in 1846 from Bowie Co.
Andrew Jackson Titus was born in Ruthsrford Co., Tennecsgee in 823,
con of Jamos Titus, born in Pennoylvenis during the Revolution,
moving to Tennesses in 1800, end to Texas in 1839.

S8ee: Theo Hendbook of Texas, published by the State Historical Commission.
’ o7, 1890, ' ’

Ve do not know whon our Titus came to Floridafﬁ In Marca, 1852 hemaried

-at Darlen, Georgia, Mary Evelina Dufour Hopkins, daughter of a pro=

minent plantor, active in politios and in militery affairs. She was

born at St. Mary's Georgia, 1832, deughtor of Edward Stevens Hopkins

who eecttled in Jacksonville, in 1853. Ho becare a prominent merchant,

was Mayor for two terms and ran for Governor, losing.



TITUS'S PART INTHE LOPEZ CUBAN ATTEMPT TO FREE CUBA.

The OOionel made his first appearénoo in recorded history,

according to Ae J+ Hanna, in his Florida's Golden Sends, in August,

1850. At thirty-five he was called from ?hiladelphia to New Yorlk,

to moet the Revolutionist Naf&ao Lopez who was thon recruting men %o
mostly Southerners for an expedition to help free Quba, then controlled
by Spaine. General Lopsz engeged Titus_io reoruit men in the Jackeonw

4

ville arcae.

In late July, 1851, Titus wes notificd that in August Lopez
with a party on the Pampifg would sale from New Orleans. They landed
in Cubaes Thoy landed end were executed as piratoese.

Meanvhile the Pempura arrived at the mouth of tha Ste John's
where sho was fired on by & U.Se cutter, but allowed the Pampura to
proceed. Titus ﬁaa able to unload the carge of ermunitions and stores.
A year later he sold them to the U. 8. to be used in the expeoted
Seminole campalgne . -

Thoere was & trial in St. Augustine in October, 185l. Here were
many Cuban sympathizers. Witnesses and Qolonel Titus were vague. He
.atated he thought he was on a pleasure e;pedition. The Pampurs was
s0ld. Nothing done to Titus.

In the spring of 1852 Titus supplied the State of Florida with
forage, quartermaster's sufpliee, ordnence stores and ausfenoe stores

for the Militia, then busy with the Seminoles.



In 1853 in the Jacksonville, Floridé News, Titus announced as

& dealer in groceries, provisions, liquors, tinvare, hardware, furniture
end cigars.

The Florida Republican of Jacksonville, on April 2, 1856:

Colonel Titus stated that he waes leaving for Kenoes, nemarking #that his
adaption by oxperience, as well as by physical proportion for a
frontier 1life, warrant usc in predicting for him a suocessful career

in thet new territory." Mrs. Titus went with him.




THE KANSAS WAR

The struggle in Kensas began in 1854 when the U. S Senate
permitted Kanses to declde for itself whether ¢0 be a freo or a
slave state.

The Abolitioniets from tho Northeast and the men from tha
South poured in. Oolomel Titus arrived in Km;iaaa about April 1, 1856,
with soms 1,000 Ploridians and Goorglana, determined to support the
Pro=clavery causce |

On May 20th about 700 of 4thom attacked Lawrence, Ke.nsaé. The
town wes wrecked. Titus was said to declare: "If I ever coums here
again I will kill every demned abolitionist in it." Later Revenge
reached Qolonel Titus, he continued as Y"Oolonel of the Seoond Reglment
of the Firct Brigade of the Southern Divielion of the Kenses Militia.”

Mrs. Titus wrote her father: "I have had to flee from my home
20 save my. life. We were surrounded by 500 Abolitioniste, the houso
destroyed, our all takeg. There were only ton men then in the house.
They fought two hours, Six csnnon ball were fired into tho house. Titus
was shot in the breast. The bell still remains. Hie right thumb was shot
i;ff’, there were othor slight wounds, everything, including ry dresses, wss
stolen. Tituvs 'loat his hat and hie shoes, His men were all wounded.
Like a lion Titus leaped upon the foe.h I escaped from the cellar, Titua
fell. ¥ith him, sixteen pz;isionera wero talten, His cabin "Fort Titus®

wao l;umsd. Titus and his mon were taken to Lavwrence. John Brown and
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other abolltlionlsts dewand that they bo hanged. Ooolog heads
prevailed. Prisioners wero exchanged. Titus's sword which hoe had
lost in ths battle has been preserved in the Kansas State Museunm.

Titus reported in early November in the Jacksonville Plorida
Republican. P0f the cowardly end disgrecefull attack on my house
when I was robbed of money, household furnishings, snd other valuebles
to the amount of §12,000, I was shot in three places, my house was
burned. I was thrown into an uncovercd wagon, dripping with bloed,
and dragged through the blazing sun to Lawrenco, the great den of
thieves.?

Peace came to Kensas wibh the removal of the pro-slavery
Governor. The new Governor appointed Titus, on September 15th, a
special aildesdo=carnp.

Oolonol Titus left Kensas in Deccember, 1856.

It was sald the more beligerent men sought other exciting fields.
¥illiam Wolltor offered free passage from New Orleens to the Nicaraguan
Armye About ono hundred "Border Ruffianc® es Titus and his men were
now oalled, in December, started down the Mieslissippi for New Orlans.
There a New York Times reporter sew them and wrote "I hover sew s finer
lot of filibusters.®

fitua refused to serve under enother commender. He was commissioned
to capture an old fort which in 1790, Lord Nelson had captured from the
Spanish. An etteck was repulsed, Titus was criticized for his conduct.
Later, efter some insulting remarks eabout Queen Victoris, the éritiah
imprisoncd him. He called on the American Counsul for help, who told him

that filibusters had no rights as oltizens. Titus . now let ocut a torrent




of personal sbuse end insult, and was taken a prisioner on a U. 8.
Man-of«flar. Reoleased, Titus went to Panema. From here ho rejoined
Walker. Later ho reached San Frencisco. Noéhing was heard of Titus
until the carly days of the Oivil var.

In the Union Records of the Oivil War, it was reported on
October 11, 1852 that Colonol Titus, an ablo soldicr, had orossed tho
Saint Jolms River near its mouth and had gone to Tallshasseo. It was
suposaed ho hoped to got arms for fortifying :(:some point on ths Florida
Ee.st Coaste

Four months later he was captured on the IndienRiver, _than 4tho
Captain of tho CHARM. Aboard were a orew of four and sevea pa;seengere,
five of whom it was rcported were trying to escape to Nassau from the
Oonfoderate consoript not. What happened to Titus was not on the record.

Yo knrow Titus was head of tho Florida Provision Oo. in 1861 and
1862 whon ha sold to the Army sﬁoh supplies es salt beeof, pork, bacon
end cornmeal, as woll as the sorvices of teams end thoir drivers. On
April 20, 1862, for ¢wo mules, thres wagons, one ocart and eight harnesses,
Titus wes paid $5,400, ‘ -

It is said Titus did some running of the blockade on the Indien
River. The inlets betweon Mosgquito Inlet and Indian River Inlet were
‘useless unless for vory small oreft, but tho Endeavor went, ocotton usuelly

L]

going out and needt;ad goods coming in, going on to the Saint Johns end
middle Florida, '

Qolonel Titus had married et Darien, Georgla, in 1852, Mary Evelina
Buroixr Hopkins, b. St. Marys Ga. 1832, of Gen. Edward Stéveno Hopkins

and Mery Evelina Dufour, she born 1814, died 1840, daughter of Louis Dufour



end Maria M. Ponce., The first Titus child, Edward, was born in
Savannsh, Gae Jane 1859. fThere is no furthor montion of him. A
daughter, Kete Howell Titus was born, Jamaica, Long Islend, in 1860,
died in Titusville, Fla. in 1884,

A socond deughter, Mery Evelina (Minniﬂe) was born, Jacksonvizlle,
Fla. April 1, 1862. A son, Houwell, was born‘ in Madison, Fla. in 18635
At thet time many from East Florida had t.ake; refuge during the war.
The third son, Henry Theodore, Jr. was born in Wilkesbarre, pa. in
his grandfathsr!s homo, He, Theodore, died during that year. Other

sons, making six in all, were born in Titusville, Florida.

The Mariner's }useum of Newport News, Virginia, writes on
September 3, 1858, to the Compiloer:

UAcoording to our records®™ The INDIAN RIVER formerly U.S.Se
CLYDE, formerly British steamor NEPTUNE, was lost on the
Florida coest in 1865. She was & padcio steamsr of 302
tons; 199x19x9. The records of the New York Custom House
show she was conveyed Nove 16, 1865 by N. J. Hemmill to
New York & Indien River Preserving Oo. (¥).

The Lytle List shys she was & blockade runner captured Juno 14,
1863, became the U.S.S. Jlydo, July 25, 1863, and wes. documented as

INDIAN RIVER, Nove 1865, No date for hor loss in 1865.%

The following is from a lotter by Col. Titus's son, Judge Henry
to Titus, of Doytona Beach, Fla., to the compiler, in October, 1940,

| fpuring the CGivil ¥ar e corporation in New York of whish
the first Henry T. Titus was part owner, ran cotton through
the blcokade.

in
In 1867/the large steamer CLYDE owned by this company, my fathar
had his family aboard, taking them to Florida. $he vessel was
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wre wrecked on & bar at Indian River Inlet on Nov. 5, 1867."

Young Tituo, then four monthe old, was carried ashore in
a olotheo-baasket.

Oolonel Titus was looking for the olosest place of navigation
to the St. Johns River, which was where they settled at Titusville.
Here, he built his hotel, and later grubsioked nearly everyone who
cams to that part of the country.

At the time the family came, thero were four or five families
within a radius of 100 miles. Thoy wero tho Stones at Sebastion,
Capt. Mileo, C. Burnham at Canaveral, end tho Dummitis, on Merriti
Island, south of the Hawlover,

Ocloncl Titus hired e teachoer for his childron eix months of
each year. Among themwas Mrs. Parkinson (her .}msband vas & brother of
the grendfathsr of the present John R. Parkinson of Daytona Boach, a
prominent lawyer.) a Mr. LeBaron a;nd a Mlos yWateon of en English family
who sottled ten mileos above Titusvillo.

HenryTe Titus, of Daytona Boaéh, in his Reminiscences of old Dayiona

stated )

"Nove 5, 1866 we vere wrecked et Fort Pierce. I was brought
ashore in a clotheswbasket, my bed for nearly all of the next
year. Fethor wanted to settle at a navigation point he had
picked at what lonow Titusville. I%¢ woos woods but he and a

fow others from the wreck settled there. The town vas named
after him,
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Father brought cargoes of froight to Titusville in wegons
and it went on by boat to Daytone and points south. On the
trip back of the wagons, oitrus, pineapples went northe

A man on horseback ocarried the mail .three times weckly. Father
was pootraster.

The big twoepule hack carried five poosengers. The price ves
$50.00 for each trip. Thros brothers, Bobby, Buddy end Gardner
Hardee came. Gardner drove the hack most of the tims for §$20.00
end board, six months of tho year. The rest of the time he
worked at Rockledgo on some land ho had bought. He developed
ons of tho show places, end is now "Senator Hardee.”

After 1883 boate ran from Daytons to Titusvilleo. Everyone on
the rivoer had a dock, andthe boeat stopped at each one. The
Haulover was ocut about 1873 and finished in 1881, The firet
wae several miles from ths present ons.

CAME LIFZ IN FLORIDA, 1876, By O. H. BALLECK, states;
River fares: p. 254
Jeckoonville, to Volusia $7.00
to Blue Springs 8.00
To Entorprise and
Mellonville 9.00
to Lake Harris . 12,00
to Salt Lake 14,00
Selt Lake to Sand Point, Indian River 5000

Mre. Halleck continues:

"Sand Point is the prinoipal plsce on the Indian River, and
.about the only part the visitors see « he is so tired and worn
out that he goes no further.

Sand Point is nearly ten miles below the Haulover. Tho passage
there is only seven foot wlde in one places
Hotel at Sandpoint sald to be well managed. §3.00 paor day.
Other placos are $1.50.

Sand Point owes ell its present prosperity to Gol. H. Te Titus.
The town is only noteworty az a point of the errival snd dew
Ferturs for more interesting points on the rivere!
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‘Tho Uolonel, eboard the OLYDE, bound for Sand Point, loocated
in an area on the Indian River, ownod by the Florida i’_rovision Oompany .
It was in Southern Volusia County, t;mcl hade few settlers already in
the area. It was at the head of navigation of the Indien River, and
only a fow miles from the head wators of the St. Johns Rivere A town
hors wes certain to grow. He plarmed to bulld a Hotel, The Titus House,
frams, square, only two storice at firot, with one story wings on each
slde reaching to the strest., Washington.

Thero was e saloon stocked with the finest liquors. It wee the
£inost, andtho only publioc house South of St. Augustine, This river
area had becomo kmown for the fineot fiching end hunting. Here wao one
of the great flywways of Amerloa for Duck. The table provided fish and
oysters, bear, venison, wild turkey, also.

The Go.lonel provided transportation from the 8t. Johns. Travelers
came dowm the St. Johns to Enterprise. Then e haok carrying ten loft
et 6 A.M., otopping halfevay at Maytowm, reaching the Titus House in tha
early ovening. Thore was neil veekly and after Titus bocame Postmaoter
in 1873, it was eddresced to Titusvills. When tho J.T. and K«W.ReRe, now
tho Atlantic Qoast Line reachcd Enterprise, & branch line ran to

Titusville, and the coastal area had an outlet to the Norih.
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As agent and attorney for the Florida Provision Co., and
for the consideration of the sum of Two Hundred Dollars
paid by Mary E. Titus, of the County of Duval, and the
State of Florida, a parcel of land lying on the Indian
River, the Lot 1 of Section 16, Township 22 South, of
Range 34 East - 75 and 52-hundreds Acros, lying and being
in the Qounty of Volusia in the said State of Florida,
and in feo simple.
Signed in the Oity of Jacksonville, on the 4th day of Juns,
A+Ds 1868,
Franois P. Solhi
Agent and Attorney for
Florida Provisions Company

Yitnesss

C. Hopkins

F. N. Hopkins -

Recorded on the 8th day of July, A. D. 1863

Volusia County, Fla, Records Book B. P. 90, DeLand
Record of deed to Mrs. Mary E. Titus, June 10, 1868.

Captain Miles Burnham, the keoper of Canaveral Light, and Douglas

Durmett, of the Dummett Plantatlon, were the other big men of the aroa.

The Titus children following Henry Theodore Titus, born Yilkesbarre,

Pa. August 2, 1865 in his grandfother's homo, were born in the Titus

House, in Florida.

VIII.

VIII.

YIII.

Eilet Livingston, Later Elliot, born Titusville, Fla. Nov. 26, 1869;
Theodore, born Titusville, Oot. 23, 1871. Died Thomasville, Ga.
July 4, 1959, A prominent lewyer there for 50 years. karried
Frances éanora Hopkins, 1873 = 1939,

Piere Soule, born Aug. 16, 1873, died Los Angeles, Oalif.

Aug. 30, 1956. He was a railroad Engineer on the Florida East
Coast Ry. and other lines. Married May 13, 1892, Hopkinsville, Kye

Margaret Frances Martin, 1873 -« 1903,
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- In 1871 Bishop Young of the Diocese mede & visitation. He
vieited st. Marks Epiacopal‘church in Palatka, then almost twenty
yoars old, |

He caﬁe via the St. Johns to Enterﬁrise and then overlond to
Titusville. He held sorvices in the hotel dining roou.

In 1877 theRov. Williem He Qarter, who cams to Daytona that year
4o esatablish the Epiécopal Church on ths EastLOOast, aleo visitod
Titusvillc.

St Gabriels Church, Titusville, was built in 1883. It also
served as a oschool bullding. Tho Titus family gave tho cite. The
Qourt House lot acroos the sireet was alco their gift. Other sitos

woreo glven for other churches and sochoolse

Colonol Titus was long confined to a wheel chalr, spending long
hours on the front porch,'a groat talker full of 42ll tales, he enter-
tained his many guests with acoounts of his travels and hic exploits.
¥hen thero were no vieitors ho was on guard with e rifle acrose his kneses
protecting his property, ernd Veshington Avenus. His son eaysit wse note
e riflo, but o long braided rawhite whip, wuch ae he hod used in his
youth on the cattls tralls of Texan. Chickens, dogs, pigs and picake

.annias learned to pees with caution.

One of his sons has sald: "Father was hard on us boys. I left
home as soon as I could.“.

The CQolonel died in 1881, sge 59 years. Hs had carried two bullets |

slnce his past in the Keneas Ware
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Later the hotel, in other lands was enlarged and named the Dixie.
It wao still thore in 19560, but is now gone.
A grendoon, Edward Rutledge Eneey, is the only Titus relative

nov living on Merritt'!s Island,

DEVELOPMENT OF BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

When the United Statcs took over Florida in 1821, East Florida
becawe Ste. Johns Qounty. In 1828 Mosquito County wes taken from St.
Johns, It reached from ths southern part of St. Johns to the northern
border of Lske Okeechoboe, part of Mosquite became Orange, and part
of O;‘ango becams Volusia County in 1854, The southorn part bocame
St. Lucle in 1858 with a popuiation that year of 139.

Brevard was taken from northern St. Lucie in 1856. In 1860 it
had e population of 246, end reached for 120 miles along the Indien
Rivor. )}any ocattlcmen were on the oast side of the county. The first

Oounty Seat was pleced by them at Lake View, in the woods near Kissimmee,

s i

eons 40 miles beyong Lake Winder.,

Ada Costs Williems states this in her very fine history of Breverd
and St. Lucie Counties, Among the cattlemen were Hendrye and Qarltons,
théy being emong hor forebears. 'Lak.e View wae in the prairie so for fronm
the Indian River, and inaccesssble 1o the boatmen of the Cosste.

In 1879 the southern part of Volusia wes taken and added to
northern Brevard, the boundary being betwoon Oak Hill end Shilohe This
area was the Sand Polint District. It insluded Dummitt Grove, which

dates back to 1840, A light houso had been built on South Merritt
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Island at Cape Caneveral. Sand Point was six miles from Salt Lake
and tho St. Jolms, which had its source some miles further South.
. There wasa post office at Send Point as early ss 1858. It
was discontinued in June 1860. Then mail arrived weckly. It was
restored April 1, 1868 and discontinued in October 1869, restored
in June 1870. Then mail camo thres timtwgekly, ’ooming from Entere
prise., Dally mail begon with the railroad in 1887. There was a
‘bfanch line to Enterprise Junction on the J. Te & K« W. Ry

Tho Sand Point Post Office becams tho Titusville Post Office
in 1873 vwi‘bh Colonel Titus a3 Postmaster.

In an oarlior dey Sand Point was the North Post Office of the
four on Indian River. The mell cams by boat and ite arrival depended

on the wind,




ST GABRIEL''8S EPISOCOPAL CHURGCH

TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA

8t. Gebriel's Episcopal Church in 'i‘itunville, Floride, wae built
in 1887 end dedicated a yesr later. In the early life of the ocity,
prior to 1887, the Rev. S. B. Carpenter journeyed up and down the
Indian River holding services for the various families,

Due to the tremendous growth of the North Brevard ares, the
original church was enlarged in 1961. The beauty of the church was
retained by extending the sides of the churoh and moving the alter
forward. Great care was taken to match the ege-old pine and pews and
to plase properly the magnificent windows.

In the early 1900's all the previous church records were destroyed
by fire. 8Since that date, St. Gebriel’s has had eleven priests. The
Rev, Charles H. Bascom was rector of the church at three different times
for a total of approximastely eighteen years. The present rector is the
Reve. Charles H. Dormen.

Many of the early families of Titusville contributed much teo
St. Gebriel's Churche. The wife of the city's founder, Mary Titus,

deeded the property for the church to the mission on Ceveber 12, 1896.

From: Titusville's Early History
1967




COL .

ITNRY GTROTORE T
TENRY TERODORE TITUS

Ae Jo ¥amna, in his book, FLORIDA GOLDEN SANDS, writes
of hinm a3 2 man of uncertain destiny.

%o went to Xensas in 1856 with ebout 1000 mon from
Florida end Georgla, ez Qolomel ¢f tho Sccond Reglmerd
of tho PFirst Brigade of tho Southorm Divisioa of tho’
Kansas pilitis. |

A bloody war followed. Ho lefi leaving his zword and
vith two bullcts in hls body,

¥eott he wond on ths expediticn o “Nicaragun, whoro ho
¢id not do very welke '

Turing tho War he supplizd the South with provisions

and did some blockade rumning, according to a regorsd

Zrem the Merinors Muscum of Nowpori Nows, Vas Ho was
tboard the former Ue Seo S. OLYDE, lost on the Florida
Coast in 1865, which ho had acquircd in mid-Novembor

o tho New Yovrk and Indian River Presorving Xo.

Ho thon fouadod Titusvillo, Florida

.
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COL, HENRY THEODORE TITUS3

Ae Jo Hanna, in his book, FLORIDA GOLDEN SAND3, writes
of him as a man of uncertain destiny,

He went to lanses in 1856 with ebout 1000 mon from
Florida end Goorgia, as (olconcl of tho Second Rogiment
of the First Brigade of tho Southora Diviasion of the
Kanoas iilitia.

A bloody war followed. He left leaving his sword and
with two builoto in his body.

Next ho went on the expedition to 'Nicaragua, where he
did not do very wolle

During tho War ho supplied the South with provisions

and did some blockade running, according to a report

from the lariners lMuscum of Ncwport Nows, Vae. Ho was
aboard the foroior Ue Se Se. CLYDS, lost on the Florida
Ocast in 1865, which ho had aoquired in mid-November

ac the New York and Indian River Presorving Xo.

Ho thon founded Titusville, Florida
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Cols Titus built the "Titus House® in tropical style. It was a
large frame building with a long one story wing on each side that
formed three sides of a equare. Within these there was a garden and
a8 fountain. Theo wingsloter became part of the Dixie Hotel. Rates
were £3.00 per day.

The end room in one wing was reserved for Captein Mills C.
Burnham, long the keeper of the Canaveral Lighthouse, who, with
Titus and Dummit, governed the area

The Dixie Hotel which succeeded the Titus House, wes destroyed
in the 1960'e.

This place owes all its present prosperty to the indefatigable
energy of its proprietor Col. H. T. Titue, Titusville is only note-
worthy as a point of the arrival and departure for more interesting
points on the river.

THE POST OFFICE

There was a post office at Sand Foint as early as 1858. It was
discontinued in June 1860. Then mail arrived weekly. It was restored
April 1, 1868, and discontinued in October, 1869, then restored in
June, 1870, Then mail came three times weekly, coming from Enterprise.
Daily mail began with the Railroad in 1887. This was a branch line
to Enterprise Junction on the J T & X W Rys

The Sand Point Post Office became the Titusville Post Office
in 1873 with Col. Titus as as Postmaster.

In an earlier day, Sand Point was the northernmost Post Office
of the four on Indian River. The mail came by boat and its arrival
depended on the wind.
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Novombor 5, 1866, we wore ghipwrocked at Ft. Plorcs. I was
brought ashore in a clothes bao}:et, ny bod for nearly ell of the next year.
Pather wvanted to settlo at & mavigation point emd picied what is now Tituoe
ville. It waao vo;\da bug he and a few oathors from the uhip’mok settlod
there. The town vas naoced Titusville after him., It is only 6 miles fro= :
the St. Jchns. TFathor raa & passenger, froight and mail lins to Eiaterpriso
vhere the big boats brought thoir cargoes. Fathar brought m;.ght to Tituce
villo in wagong and 4t wont on by boat to Iaytonn or couth. The back trip

»f the wagounn, citrus and pineapplen went north. A min on horsebdack carried

the mail thres timos wookly. The 'bi*g 2 mulo hagk carried 5 possengors, $50.

for cach trip. Three brothors, Bobby, Buddy and Gardnor Eardee cazs. Gardnor
drove tho hadc moat of ths timo for $20. and board, P ranthg of ths year.

The rost of tho tirxs ho vorked at Rockledgoe on seme land ho had beught. Hso
developcd eno of the show places; nov is "Senator® Hardea.

Aftor 1883, trade boats ran from Daytona to Titusville. ZIveryoro

on ths river had & dock and thy bosts otoppod at each ond. The Eaulover woas

cut about 1878 snd finiched in 1881, It was gevoral milos Zrom tho prooent

ona.

Honry T. Titus in *Rcainiocomces of 014 Dgytonaf,
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Dear lirs. Hebel: b/i ‘\

- Your lstter to my fether, Juige Titus, was rocoind gsome dqa
muﬂI have boen intending to send you what little information we cam
ORI zivc you , for some days but have beem busy. :

I At the time you mention that Bishop !cung uum Sand Point
T father was only four years ¢old and he doesn't remember mmything about
- it. He says ha remembers the first Episcopal Church was bulilt at 'l'i.tuﬂillo
: 13 1.885-—84 -and that it was used as s eomhinlﬁm school -nd church. .., f

' Hctclduaaboutthatimﬂtmhomlﬁymddandtw
miom cams to his father's hotel and acked that six cens of beer be

sont to their rooa and how horrified he was that thsy would ask for beer

udhia father told him that it was all ight—— they were Catholic priests.

My grendfather, T.Titus, was born in Trenton, H.J. 18 Dorviw
' 1820. He married lary Evcli::x}opm's, vho was bora at Deering, -Gaorgia,

the daughter of Cen, Edw. Hopkins and <valina Defos. They had eight

" children in this arder: Edward, Katlie, Liznie, Howell, Heary, Elliott,

""_‘”' 1 VA |

-My-father] Henry T. Titus {Jjumior) was bora 1557 at ‘:i::ui‘éa‘ﬁ'i —

Duriry the Civil War a corporation in Bew York of which the
st Denry T. Titus was part omear, rea cotton through the blockade.
1837 in the lerge steamship Clyds oxmaed by this company, my grand-
Mbadhi.af‘anﬂytbcrdtaﬁngthntoﬁoridn« The ship wag
cked on & bar at Indian River Inlet on Hyvember 5th., 1867. Iy
ther then fiw® months old wes carried ashore in a clothesbaasket.

s father was looking for the closest place of navigation to the St.Jodns

m, which was whare they settlod - Titusville. Crandfather built
o kotal and laier om grub-staked nearly everyone who came to that part
of the eowntry. A4t the time the family came there there were four ar
five other families within a radius of 100 mllea:t The Stones at
Cebastizn, Capt. illes O. Burnmham at Canaveral. The Dumitts - whose
Dramitt grove ia otill well lmown. e does not remember the other familiea.
Grandfathar Titus hired a teoacher for § months cach year. Armong the
cnes Dz2d remembers were a lirs, Parkinson (her husband was brother of the
present Johm Parkinsom's grandfather) a lr. Ledarron and a Miss Watten,
of an Inglish fzuily settled 10 miles above Titusville.

Mrs. Ceo. F. Duzoy (my father's sister, Himnie) lives at
Tropic, Morida and as she 1s a littls older ohe night possibly remawber
more about the carly Church.  She 1s an excellont correspondent, cr was
+t & fow years ago, wnd might be able to give you a little more information

o
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‘_& ‘ i sbout the early cays.

g ' I have anjayed some of your stories of ths early days ia

s ‘? Yolusia Comty wilch were in Fitzqercld's paper and will look forward %9,
oy the opportmly of reading axything oloe you may wriie.

. ; s 4
Vave toulzy yours— /¢, p P ; gy ) 1,«-.-;»*.-3*"\,.,‘..
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. Page VI

Notes on the Carpsnter Family

rour of their children were born in England but Abigail was born in
weymouth, Mass. April 9, 4643. William and his wife (and probably the
four children born in England) came to Amerxco in 1633 on tho ship Bevis.

Abigail Cnrpcntor Titus. See T:tua Genanloqxcnl gecord Genorthon 1I.
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1Exp1anac.r: footnote ~ seé Page 1 Of text.

Rehoboth, meaning, v*The LoOord hath made room for us,* wag originally a
part of Seekonk, Rhode Island. gsubsequently Rehoboth, and Rehoboth North
Furchase., later Attleboro, became a4 part of Massachusetts.

o
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- THE. TITUS FAMILY OF TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA

This branch of the family can be but remotely related to the New Hampshire
Tituses, but because (ol. Henry Theodora Titus had such an interesting and s o-
eadventurous career, and because it appears from the statement of the late
Edmand D. Titus, as quoted by “Judge" Henry Titus, of Daytona, they des-
conded from Robert Titus, this sketch is included in the appendix. It is
compi led and condensed from a letter and notes written by P, H. T. Une
fortunately some of his notes relating to dates and details have been lost.

In 4924, P. H. T. had occasion to meet numerous members of the bench and
bar of Southwest Georgia, all of whom commented on his striking resemblance
to a Judge Theodora;&“%us of Thomasville, Ga., formerly of Titusville,
Plorida. In 1915, Ne'Mmet a banker in St. Augustine, Florida, formerly of
-Titusville, who, at: first, was none too friendly. He was a former political
opponent of Judge Theodore Titus, who, he said, was then Maver of
Thomasville. He.said the resemblance was so pronounced that it was hard

for nim to believe thnt he was not daalinq with one of his fomer poli-
tical foas: . - i p : - S
In 4944 P. H. T. visited Titusville and learned that not one of the family
ramgined there. However, he contacted a Mr. Pritchard who was a hardware:
merchant and one of the oldest inhabitanta. As he recalled, Col. Hemnry
Thecdore Titus first came to the little East Coast fishing village, that is
now Titusville, either during the lattar days of the War between the States
OF not long after the end of the war. He was a vary active man of dominate
ing personality and quite a promoter. He had led a hard and adventurous
life, ‘and according to Mr. Pritchard's memory, he was an “old man in 41880.%
For many years before his death hae was confined to a wheel chair, but was
ail aver town in hin ¢hair propelled by his negro body-servant.

S e
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‘*ﬁfritua Family of ritn.vtllc.-rlorids(concznnoc)

'He ruled the entiro.camﬁunfty with an iron hand. He had six sons and two

‘j_dauqhtorn. He owned a large part of Titusville which was formerly merely
“"a fishing village known as Sandy Point. Col. Titus was the first to see

- the possibilities of orange ¢growing in that section of Florida and pro-

ceoeded to develop that industry on a large scale. He did a great deal to

" “promote and build Titusville and developed it into a fruit shipping port.
Y His sons were a group of aggressive individualists, several of whom were
f‘lawyera and active in politics. . Mr. Pritchard spoke most highly of two of
.. the younger sons, Judge Theodore Titus, then of Thomasville, Ga., and Henry
Wfﬂymitua-thﬂn of Daytona, Florida, who, he said, was not a lawyer, but was

. also known as “Judge,* presumably from having acted as a lay magistrate.

A

:'vgrack of him.

: 'ﬁo also paid e%pecgaz tribute to ‘the two daughters, Kate and Minnie,_the
P )

.-latter, (Mrs. was. then living in Florida and occasionally visite
Tituavxlle. Mr. Pritchard said that although the old Colonel and some of

. the boys were aggressive individualists, they were all "quality folks”. He ri'.;“

“‘gave the names of the sons as follows: Edward, £XLieT; Howell, Henry,

§Bta::’~-ea¢ Th'OdOrQ.dhad'fL&anA‘[

Mr. Pritchard thought that at that time, (1944}, the first three sons named

"above were deceasead. Ro said that Pierre went West and he had loat all

3 - 2,

‘ifTho following dnf P.'H. T. cdiled upon "Judge® Henry Titué. He wae\a large,

‘fholo, hearty and hospitabie man, apparentiy in his sixiiws. He had retived

‘>city. He had a very chaming wife apparently considerably younger. Pre-—

. sent also was his daughter, mra. Moore, apparently about twenty-seven yvears

" ald, and of extraordinary beauty. Her little son, six years old, was a

N muko more than sketchy notes of fnmxly hiatory.

s

- handsome child. His mother was a brunette, the boy a blond. One of the

" 'sJudgets" soas, James Titus, a man about thirty, called. Ha was a mountain . .t

"of a man in breadth, height, ond weight, .rather dark with Titus fectures.
He had a pleasing personality. 8o much time was consumed’ in introductions,
.atcetera, that the dinmner hour was approaching beforo it was poeaible to

P. H. 7T. had plunned a further interviaw the followan day, but was un-

~ " from business. He lived in a beauti ful home in an attractive section of the ]

- expectedly called to Jacksonville on business. Part of his notes were lost,

but the following, which mqy not be accurato in detaxl, woro dictatad from
hxa memory. ’ e , . ST : .

FEN

Cbxcnol Henry TNaodore Titus was, accord;nq to hia son, a4 west Poxnter.

“x? As a young man he organized and ran mule trains from Madison, Florida,

“*{or Georgia)}, to El Paso, Texas. He commanded two or three of these ax-

1‘ped1tiona. The Titus Trail in Texas was named after him.. Ch“one pxpedi-( .
. tion one of his brotharn vas killad’b? Indiann.~CEﬁﬁJ1):;ij‘;:‘;f : ‘ ;}

cclonel Titns aluo accomnnniad william wakor, 'Tho Blnaustad Man of

" Destiny,* of Nashville, Tannoase, on.one of hia famous fi{libustering ox-
poditions to Nicaragua, where, with three hundred daredevils, he con-
quorad and ruled the country for about two years. When, with the help of
Cnstn Rica, Jglker was overthxovn, Colonel Titus wan anmong those capturaed,

1nclvd‘ng hia frisnd, Coi. Crittandon. crittondon was exacutod. According f*“

€

-
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*

ritus Family of Titusville, Florida(continued 2)

to legend, when before the firing squad he was told to face the wall and
kneel, he made this oft quoted reply, “I never turn my back on an enemy
nor kneel except to my God." Thus he was shot facing his executioners.
Titus escaped.

Col. Titus was an officer in the Confederate Armmy. Later he was a block-
ade runner. "“Judge" Henry told many interesting tales of his father's
adventures in running the blockade. The implication was that Sandy Point,
later Titusville, was one of his ports of refuge. After the war he

founded a small boat line operating in coast-wise trade out of Titusville.
He then developed orange growing in the Titusville section.

The Colonel married the daughter of General, Hopkins of Georgia.

*Judge”" Titus stated that his father at one time owned a great deal of

land on Long Island, N. Y. but he did not understand that he originally
came from Long Island. He thought that the family came from near Trenton,
N. J. At one time his father was interested in coal mining in Pennsylvania
near Wilkes Barre. He understood that his father traded the Long Island
land for a large tract of Florida land where town of Green Cove Springs is

located.
madd Lo

"Judge"” Henry said that he, (thre—yeungest—een), had not had the educational
advantages of the others and had had to make his own future by way of many
occupations. He moved to Daytona when the town was small and engaged in
various enterprizes. He was Mayor of the city for several terms and later,
as the city grew, and adopted a commission form of government, he was a
member of the Commission. He acquired a small moving picture theater,
later owned several in Daytona and other East Coast towns, and sold them
out in the boom days of the late twenties. Since that time, except for
” some political activities and a little real estate operating, he has been
retired from business. )

He knew little about his ancestry, except that they came from New Jersey.
(Note: The towns of Titusville and Hopewell, New Jersey, were founded by
descendants of Robert Titus from Long Island). He remembered that he had
always understood there was Dutch blood in his ancestry, but, he did not
know whether it came from the paternal side of his family or from some
maternal line.

Just as p. H. T. was leaving, however, he remarked that he had formerly
had a complete record of his genealogy which had been lost, and that it
was furnished him by a member of his line, Mr. Edmund p. Titus, a former
Editor of the New York World. Edmund D. Titus was a descendant of Robert,
and spent years of research in America-and England on Titus genealogy.
It would therefore appear quite definitely that the Titusville Tituses -
are descendants of Rébert.



Colonel Henfy T. Titus

Controverss ompletely surrounds our founder, Col.
Tltus, beginning with the date of his birth. Col. Henry
T. Titus was born on February 13, 1823, in Trenton.
New Jersey. according to the inscription on his tomb-
stone In Lat.wange Cemetery. However, the date 1822
Is found vn one of the beautiful stained-glass memorial
windows in St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church. Still another
source gives the year of his birth as 1815.

Col. Titus has been called a soldier of fortune by
some and a national character by others. Concerning
his adventures before the founding of Titusville we
find that he had opposed John Brown of abolition
fame In the days of Bleeding Kansas (1854). The
Colonel was reputed 1o be in favor of slavery. He
served with Eari Willlam Walker in Nicaragua (1854-
1860) as Walker's Adjutant. He also served as an
Adjutant General in Pennsylvania and acquired the
title of Colonel which he used from then on.

Henry Titus married Mary Hopkins, daughter of
Edward Hopkins, a wealthy and prominent planter
of Darien. Georgia. Mr. Hopkins moved to Jacksonville,
Florida, In 1853. There he had an active political
career, serving as a member of the legislature. as
Mayor and collector of customs for that city He
also had an unsuccessful try for Governorship. Our
Hopkins Avenue was named in honor ot Mary Hopkins
Titus.

As the actual date of his birth varies, so also do
the stories concerning Titus’ arrival here. One story
holds that “Titusville was settlied by and named for
L‘aptain Henry Titus, who came with his familv to
that site in the 70's.”” *‘In 1870, Henry T Tiltus,”
another story relates, ‘““was forced to land here because
he was shipwrecked.'’ Still another asks. - Why did
Col. Tltus select here?’' hinting at mvstery.

Much has been written about (ol Titus and many
of the tates are uncomplimentary. Despite this, the
Colonel appears to have had a good side 10 his vharac-
ter He donated generous areas of land for our vhurches
and for civic use. To his credit, the land «n which
St. Gabriel’'s Episcopal Church and the ¢ ourthouse
are built were given by the Colonel.

It was principaily due to Titus' efforts on bhehalf
of his community that Titusville became the «ounty
seat in I880. (Another source states that 1879 is the
correct date for this event.)

Col. and Mrs. Titus operated the Titus House. Legend
claims that he would sit on the balcony of the Titus
House with a gun across his lap. However, one person
says, “l never knew of him taking a shot at
anyone.”’

Dr. Holmes wrote: *‘In the winter of 1874 and 1875,
1 went. to Titusville. Its name had just been changed
from Sand Point. Much of the mail still was addressed
to Sand Point. Col. Titus himself was postmaster and
had had the name changed to Titusville. While there
were only a few people, some did not want it named
after him. The principal part of the town was near
to the north of the City Wharf (Main Street). Col.
Titus owned a hack that met boats at Salt lLake
and Lake Harneyv .’

He also wrote, “He had rheumatism and neuritis

which necessitated that the Colonel be confined to
a wheel chair much of the time. He was a public
spirited man, and always striving to improve the town
named after him.”

Col. Titus built the “Titus House’ in tropical style.
It consisted of a large maln building with two long
wings, all one-story, that formed three sides of a
square. Within the walls was a garden. These long
wings later became part of the Dixie Hotel. Rates
in 1875 were $3 a day.

Col. Titus and his wife kept an excellent hotel build-
ing in the two one-story sections. The southeast corner
of one wing was aiways kept ready for Captain Mills
O. Burnham, lighthouse keeper of Canaveral. He fre-
quently visited Titusville in his famous sailboat, the
“Osceola’. It was quite an event when the Captain
arrived with his jolly crew.

Col. Titus gave the land on which our county build-
ings stand. but stipulated they be used only for county
or public purposes. In this way he sought to firmly
anchor the county seat in Titusvllle.

It was considered his crowning achievement for the
community to be made the counly seat of Brevard
County in 1880.

The Tituses had two pretty daughters, Kate and
Minnie, and six sons. Minnie later married George
Ensey and resided at Tropic'’ on a beautiful place
appropriately known as **Two Rivers’’ situated between
the Indian and Banana Rivers.

Compliments Of

QUALITY GOURT
OF TITUSVYILLE

Swimming Pool - TV
Air-Condition - Phones

Steam Rooms

Restaurant - lounge

112 Units

CFREE ADFANCE RESERVATIONS™

QUALITY COURT [OTEL OF TITUSVILLE

3810 S US Hwy 1 267-9111

......................
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The §WORD of COL. H,T TITUS
which he took to X\NSAS in 1856

Iong in the KANS#AS STATE NUSEUM

This cory oot-:ined in 1909



