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ERRIFID'GAS. EXPLOSION

House of L. M. Hubby, Esq.,»Blown-
to Atoms by the Explesion of Cas~
oline from* Blerce’s Patent Gen-

“erator- “Mr. , Hubby and. His. ..
L'Daugher Ella Bedly Injured--...
Mr. and Nrs Frank W, Hub-
by Slightly Hurt--Full' Par~

ticulars of the Exploslon.

—_—_——

(

Mr, LM, Hubby, Presldent of, the; Cloyer- |.

land; Qolumbus, Cinclunati and Indianapoily
Rallroad, and big daoghter, Miss; Elia ﬂubby;
aged 18 yenrs, were badly, it not’ istally, in-
jured, on Saturday- evenlog, by :the utter de-
‘molition ind burning of his beautiful residence
in Rast Oloveland, valued at.$40,000, from'a
terrific explolon of gusoline, prepared for
lighting the bilding Ly Blerce’s Putent Gen-
orator, Mr. and Mrs., Frank W, Hubby, ason
“and daughterinlaw of Mr, Hubby, and Mis
Tila, & daughter, were in a parlor at the front
part of the honse when the exploslon acenrred
and Mrs, L M. Hubby -snd “her husband’s
mother were in rooms immedintely in the rear
of that occupied by the young people, Mr, Hub--
by was jn the cellar, making an examination of
tho gas pipes, with alighted eandle, The house
was sltuated nearly half a mile. from the eity
limits,.in the t(iwn[ah}ppt East Cleyeland, on
the south side of- the Eaclid .avenue road, It
was of briek, “tivo storles' high, claborate in
architectural-dosign, and was fibished, both
externally and internally, in the most elegunt
manner. 1t was. sumptuously furnished
throughout, and was ju_all respects one of the
finest suburban residences of the city. It was |
nearly a year fu course of construction, and
being designed for & permrunent home, no ex-
pense had beer apared to rouder it a model of
comfort-and convenlence. The grounds sur-
rounding the housé, spacious and delightially
gltuated, were being luld.out and improved
with the utmost care and taste. " A stream of
water courses through the grounds, end o small
luke is formed by an artifleinl embankment,”
The family formerly Hved at 116 Lake stroct,
and only removed to their new. residence
about the first of January,Jast, - .

. Buch a bullding, of course, was incomplete
without gas, and, @8 the city pipes had not
been extended that far into the suburbs, Mr,
Hubby manufactured his own ges, nmaking
arrangements, however, in the mean, time, to
extond the clty pipe to his residence within a
fow days from the dnte of thé-explosion. The
city pipes already extend to Judge Bolton's
reside: ce, the second west ol M. Hubby, and

| from-tha effects of the accident,

"yaluable fufnit

‘greatest 10ss in property to Mrs, Frank Hubby'|

ere, the foll
bject of Bis"|

N

ntl ) tho care of Drs.
‘Weber ind Dellenbaugh, recelving all “the at- |
tention those dlstinguished medlcal gentlemen
con give, but it is 'p,o;ssi"pl'é{‘ tbd@ thelr, efforts']

especiglivongeance,  :
~ The patlents wre under'

miy prove:unavalling; particufarly in the case
of Miss Blla, who s still sufleing intensely

Tho fire was 80 fireco In its commencoment
that no, ¥ could quebel i The -clty fire’!
depurtment,responded ‘snd quenchied the
eharfed Yamaing, and a poilceman was ‘dotailed-
to-gtnrd tho place, as - eonsiderable plate and
other things of value were in the rulis, - Valu-
able keepeakes, splendid psintings, rich furnl-
ture, necessary clothing, momentdes of o ther
days, books, papers, everylhing passed ﬁx"al-v
most an instant's timo from the palpabie to
to.the impalpable; from form, besuty and use--
fulnoss to-ashes:and nothingness, * Ten thous,
and dollars - worth of usefal, ornamental and
ITE Wil BWEpPt bﬁtiof existence
tn.less time than' ir.Takes .to. wiite it The

was thet of her bridal trossean, which had been'’:
carefully laid awany since the mezﬁm-uble occa-
sion on which she became a wife, ‘iFortuxmtely
mostof her presents made on. that oceéasion
were ade of sllver, and for greater secirity
had been placed in a safe down town; and of
course escaped the general distruction,

“'he house of Mr, E. J. Estep was fired, but,
the flames were quenched before it sustained:
any serious damage..- Handreds -of person
visited the scene of the dismster on’ Sunday,
Ouly the near relatives sought admittance to
the rooms of the afilicted mml!yf which were,
in the house of Col, Doubleday, a son-in-law-of
Mr, Hubby, : .

was lighted for the first time, Baturday even-
ing, with city gas. )
The principal article used by Mr. Hubby in
the manufugture of his own gas wus gasoline.
The apparatus of the generator coneists ofa
‘gasoline  tank, air  receiver ahd @ .pump
operated by menns of Wwelghts., The air. js
forced through pipes Into the:gasoline, by
which 1t .becomes so impregnated. with the
inflammable propertics as to’ becomo gus.
Trom the tapk it is conduetéd - through the
house and is resdy for wusee.’ “"The 'tank
in _ whieh the gasollne was  kept was
placed outslde of the: building, and sévernl
feet distant. It was covered with carth
to u conslderable depth and only connected
with the houss by the necessary pipes. The
pump, air reservoir and other portions of the
apparatus, were plased in the busement of the
house immediately beneath the drawing.room,
ot the east side and near the front, A barrel of
gesoline was put in the tank on Friday. The
gas manunfactured in this manner s heavier
than air, and settles to the bottow of a-room.
On Saturdsy eveaing the light in the house was
very defective. | A short time -be‘ors tho ex-
plosion Mr, Habby sud his son visitod the cel-
lar-with & light, They did not stoop, snd
thus  bring the light ln contact. with- the
stratm of gas which atthat time doubticss
lay next to the floor,” They were there to roui-
edy the déiect in'the light. A steam pipe was
sttached to tbe gemeralor, whick scewed to
“qulcleen it, but’ the clleet wus only spusmodic,
Subsequently, Mr, Hubby rotired to the base-
ment, nlone, nt 716 P. 22, withalighted eandle,
und, while there, it ls supposed b le wered the
light, bringing it in contact with the settled
gus, as he has nob recovered sufficlently to
give the detall of his movements immeuiately
prior to the explosion. 'le entire bailding
was sliivered avd rent ns It by an earthquake,
from turret,to foundation stone, The floors
were blown upward, bresking laoto fragments
and descending with the debriy, consisting of &
chaotic mass of timbers, bricks, and articles
ot farpiture, all of which were immedlately
congumed by fre, Bricks were hurled through
tho air with great force, some being found two
houses distant. The spaclons and beautiinlly
laid out grounds were covered with timbers
from the wreck, Doors were wrenched from
thelr hinges, shivercd to atoms, and one was
hurled to the-edge of & stream, ffty teet dis.
tant. The koy stone of an arch oyer one of the
doors, welghing two or thres hutidred puudde;
was.driven out leaving the arch stunding, and
thrown o distance of fliteen or twenty feet,
TI'he doors leading to the rear of - the basement
and upper back rooms were closed, conflning
tho greatest force of the explosion to the lronl
part of the housey Wiat followed during the
few moments ubsequent to the explosion no
one can tell, Fraak found himself groping
about in the ruins at the bottom of the base-
fnent, almost befor be knew thatunything had
happened. His wife was soon alter discovered
by Mr. Estop near an openlog in the building
where, o few moments before, a window bad
been, calling for some one Lo take her-out.
How she got.there she docs not know, but sup-
poses she was blown therc. Miss Elln was
firat gocn by Mr. Kelley Bolton, who wus upon
the spot u fow minntes after, the first explo-
slon, and just in time te be uncomfortubly near
when o second explosion took place, Bhe np-
poared ut the window with her huir snd clothing
wrapped In flames, and luuped o the ground,
tsoniug the tery fiend into greater fiercences
as she dropped into the arms of Mr. Bolton,
Ho and Mr. Estop, who was presout about that
time, did all they could townrd quenching the
fire by using hate, coats, and whatever camo
most convenient. The shrielks ot tho poor girl

will ring In their oars torever. Mr. Listep.
rushed into the burning house for & blunket !
in which to wrap her to quench the flames, He
found that the ceiling hud fallen upon the bed
clothes in thé bed room, to which he resdily
made his way, sod ikabbe gould not.extracale

v

thom from the taass-of debris upon them, .
one |

Ho roshed out aond heard .80mo
call and turning discovered Mrs. Frank Hubby
a8 above stated, To release ber was but tho
work of a moment, and then ho furned his at-
{cnfion to the other members of the family.

" Bursting open a back ball door he ‘found the |:

grabdmother standing by 1t unipjured and
valoly trying some woy to undo the fusteuing.
8he says the Hrst.she knew of the aceident the’
celilng of her room begun to fall upon her, she
saw the walls rock and then heurd a report
mipgled with the crashing of gless, 8he knew
that something terrible had happened sad .in-:
stinétively sought the back stairs, down whieh
she rapidly sped, and so saved horsolf.- She
was burning a coul oil lamp tn:her room at the
time, snd the apartment did not tike fire quite |
ao quickly 86 did those into Whichl the gus plpes’
extonded, - TFor a- time ib.was. leared thatthe
wite of Mr, Hubby had been;burkid in the
ruins or killed outright by thei explosion, but
an extended search rovealed hér with her son-
in-law, Col, Doubleday’s family:safe and unin-
jured, with {he exception of & slight burn on
one of her-hands. How she got out ipon the
pround is a mystery to her, The first she re-
members she was runniog to -the Colonel's-se
fast a5 she could. LY

The injurles o tho fmily Witk two cxcop-
tions, sre very slight.. Frank Hubby “had one
Land burned quite-séverely butnet serlously,
The grandmother snd Mrs, Hubby escaped;’
the former unicathed, and'the latler with, as

‘has been stated, only & slight burn in the hand,
not oven serious enough 'to require more than
u temporary dressing. ~ Mra, Fraulk Hubby re-
vod.saveral bruises about-the body and’on
the hip, probably-caused by some of the fall~
ing brick or 4imbers, but her Injuries are not.
at nll sevore. Beyond & temporary lamencss;’
and  feellng of sorencss, sho Will be,all right
in & day or two, Mr, Hubby was badly burned
in tue face and hands and.inivarious places
about the-end, Kis injuries are very'sérious,
and Wil not only confine him'to the'houéo for
peversl weeks, and,perbaps, months, but will
leaye sgars that he Wil Garry with him to the
grave, ‘Miss Ellals the most badly fpjured
all.. Beawtifnl beyond o fanlt; kind and affa-
ple - without exception; with " dispoaition’
% :




