LAST COMRADE OF LOPEZ.

A. A. Pomeroy's Story of a Cuban
Expedition. N
Troy (Pa. Correspondence of the New
York, Sun.

Augustus A, Pomeroy. the sevénty-year-

ofd eourt crver of thig town, is said to be

the jast Aurvivor of the last expedition
193 7o Cuba by Nasciso Lopez. Of an ad-
venturous spirit, he early became a wan-
derer, and when barely past his majority
tound himself in New Orleans on his way
averland o the newly discovered golid
Aslds of Californin. There his money
znve out, and with a companion, Harry
McDonald by name. he took up the trade
37 house painting, which he followed until
his Tove of adventure made him & member
o the expedition.

“Lapez.' said Mr. Pomeroy, “was not a
sap. He was born in Venezuela, and
IDr many Years was a general in the
Spantsh army performing service in Cuba.
i the course of time, by reason of his
popularity with the Cubans and his Amer-
ican orvigin, he fell into distavor with the
3panish authorities, and In the end was
removed from his post and dismissed
srom the army. That was in 1848, and,
smarting under the injustice done him.
na at once devoted himself to the cause
: Cuban ‘reedom. The first uprising
iznined by him came to nothing, owing to
ns treachety of a rieh Cuban. who,
arfraid of losing his property, gave (n-
rarmation of it to the authorities. Lopez
e his escape to the Unlted Btates, but
rany ©f his assoclates were arrested.
ra  Spanish captaln general treated
tnem with great lenlency, and they were
raleased after a briet imprisonment.
tUhen Lopez fled from the island he made
his way to New Orleans, Here he at once
it about the organization of an expedi-
tan, and although entirely without finan-
stal aid from Cuba. in less than two years
he succeeded, with funds furaished by
Lauislana planters. who were secretly,
apxfous 10 have the island annexed to
“the Unlited States lave-holdipz oot
eny, I ovganistn, ;ﬁxay . 35?63;
aht > . 3
:bgime%%ureole. The landing
~f this expedition, which was officered
partly by Americane, wos made at Cars
4enas. on the north enast, and although
wils place was fairly well garrisoned, no
apposition wag made and at the end of o
{eoe hours the governor of the place sur-
repdered.  But the native Cubans failed
to come to the support of Lopes. and
wrtar holding Cardenas for a day. he de-
tormined ta re-embark. intending to land
4t some other point on the island, This
plan fell throurh, owing to the pursuit
of ihe Creale by a Spanish warshlp and a
tack of discipline among the tnvaders. [n
the and the sxvedition dishanded at Key
Wast, and jta =hip and boats were confls-
cui-d by onr suthorities,

‘In no way disesuraged. Lopes return-
« e New Orleans, and immedlately sct
afaar plans far annther descent on the
Caban esast, My friend MeDonald and
I attonded <nmea of the meetings, and soon
aqdde up our minds to Join the expedition,
whieh, i ity final 2ehape, embraced A mot-
bey collsction of  Cubans, Hungarians,
tirpmans and Amerlcans,  Among  the
st wers many Kentuckians, and theas
had for a leader Colonel Will Crittenden,
pa’l ajnestion the bravest man | have
aver ¥nown. Lopez himselfl was then
abuut slxty vears old, with long halr and
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| lowing Leard, both snowy white: plere-

ing black eyes, and erect military bear-
ing, and of charming address. .

“No attempt was made to conceal the
plans of the oxpedition, and when it was
ready to sall it got away without delay.
or misadventure, On the night of August
3, 1881, the steamer Pampero, lefi her
dock at New Orteans, drifted out into the
Mississippl. and headed for the Gulf, On
board the Pompero were 48 men and a
good supply of arms and ammunition,
A flew days later we touched at Key
West, whers news was received that
there had been a fresh uprising In Cuba,
and that our coming waa eargerly awalt-
ed by the insurgents, and where we also
took on board a pllot for the remauinder
of the voyage., Varlous causes have been
glven for the speedy faflure of the ax-
pedition, but it was due in the main to
the treac¢hery of this pilot. He promised
L.apez to land him among friends, hut In-
stead gulded the Pampero to a part of
the island swarming with Spanish,

“'On the evening of the elghth day after
leaving New Orleans we offected a land-
ing at Playtas, a small coast hamlet, to
the west of Havana. but so near (¢ {hat
city that the captain general found it an
sasy mattar. to concentrute a foree of
4,000 moldiers to oppoese us. For the mo-
ment we were Ignorant of our where-
abouts. and Lopez. as he stepped ashore,

tell upon his knees and kisred the earth, |

saylng: ‘Nuerida Cuba'—Beloved Cuba!
The men, as they came ashore, found
temporary shelter In a group of sheds
near the water front, but we& had landed
only a part of our ammunition and bag-
gage, when a Spanish warship steamed
up from the east and began an attack,
in the face of which the Pamperc hagtily
put to mea, and we saw her no more.
Meanwhile; Lopez, with about 200 of his
men, had started inland, marching to-
_ward Las Pozas, a small village twelve
miles: away. McDonald and I went as
members of his uard.
- EAden and a detachment of 118
men were left behind aa a rear guard,
and it was not until long after that we
learned the full atory of their unhappy
fate. Crittenden’s first move afier we
parted company with him was to seek
the shelter of some deserted bulldings
about & mile and a halt from the shore
and out of'range of the Spanish gunboat.
o IR A S R
—ar e X! ally vy & fdrce of 500
Spbnia Critténden afd his men, taking
advantage .of the chaparral; fought with
stubbern valor, and when they finally fel)
back, left 30 men dead on the field. They
retreated to a deserted buflding, intending
to mnke a second stand there, but seeing
the hopelessness of thelr position, finally
rerolved to get out of the island as best
they could.’ Accordingly, CTrittenden sent
out scouts to the ecast and the west to
gather in all the boats they could fnd.
Flfteen beats were got together after
long seurching, and In these, scantily pro-
visioned, they set sall for tho Florida
corst. They had not gone far, however,
before they wers overhauled by the
Spanish steamer Habanero, and compeil-
ed to surrander, They were landed at Ha-
vana, ind, bravely admitting that they
were Hlfbusters, were iried by drumhead
courtmartial and xentenced to be shot,
‘This sentence was executed on the Punta,
the opey parade ground opposite Morro
Castle, nn the morning of August 15, 1850
Crittenden oxhorted his men to ha brave
and die ke heroes, telling them they
were laying down their lives for liberty
and sowing seed of which the fulure
would reap the frult. When ordered to
kneel by hla executioners, he refused to
do 8¢, proudly declaring: “We Kentuck-
jans kneel to no one but God!” And so,
erect and ®miling, he met death like the
lion-hearted hero that he was.

“"General Lopez had reached s jlace
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called Murillo, when we were mer and
charged upon by a large body of the ene-
my. Although we finally drove the Span-
tards off with & loss of about 20 mih, wa
ourselvea .lost 35 men kiiled and g8 many
wounded, Thess wounded men we were
compelied to leava behind when we con=
thwd our march toward Las Pozas, and
they were all murdered by the Spaniards.
On ‘August 24, while jn camp at Las Frias
we were attacked by 1,300 Spanish troops
and, aithough outnumbersd six to one, ine
dicted heavy loss upon, and, in the end,
drove off our aseallants. But up to this
time not a single Cuban had come to our

. aid, and after another Night at Las Pozas,

General Topes, seeing the hopelessness of
the strugzie, called a councll of war,
and tearfully informing us thal we wers
no longer bound to follow his broken for-
tunes, urged us to seek safety by scat-
tering in the mountains until ws could
fird some way to get back to the United
States. Then, bidding ua farewcil, he
stiuck on with & handful of tollowers in-
to the hills. There he wandered, evading
arrest, until one morning, while at break-
tast in the house of one of his sympathis-
ers, he was surprised and captured.
Paken t6 Havana, he was sentenced as &
criminal to the garrote and executed on
tive parade ground at Morro Castls. .

_SOME PAST FILIBUSTERIN
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wnate enocugh not o get o Cuba. The cupe-
gition touched nt Key Woet and took on sev-
€ral bundred Cuban patriots. Disorganization
scemed to rule from the firm. Wine was
plontiful. The officers wero in & continual
state of disagreement about comunand. False
reparts wers sent to Lopes and be was in-
duerd to land, 1t i3 supposed, just whers the
Spaniards wanted him, He left Criltenden
with & small command a few miles from Ha-
vooa and pushed on to the Interior. Critten-
der was zoon caprured: Lopez’ command was
scattered cod ho fled to the mouataing, swhere
ke was cepturcd. Lopez was garrotted acd
Crittenden shot.

Rerr wa

yplcal fgure,
BELWEET 3

7 2 and_had been T
e Fg% 200 86CG00 |n More quels than any man
of Bis age, Delore leaving New Urleans this

ad been advised of thelr certdin
dugtruction by Gen. Joe alne, of Oregon, who
was afterwards candidate for Vice President
with Dreckinridge. He was en bls way from
California, and in thorough sympathy with
the movement. Whea those who were left be-
hind heard of the loss of thelr leaders, they
attacked the Spanish Consul's otfice and sev.
eral Spanisrds were killed, who wers after-
wirds mald for by the United States. Mc.
Donald and all the Americans e 3
‘den and Rerr, wers cen pain, whare they
SCNGred  miserably 1nh prison until relessed
during Fiimore's administration,
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This was Lopez' third expedition, [n 184
he landed from La Belle Creole and re-em-
barked and escaped after a brief engagemens,
having with bhim mcst of the officers who
served ou his last expedition,

_The history of scme pest mc:m b:ptl; .,
& view to ths seguisitl bs_bave &
pecuilar interest just no:.? “While sich -
mepts have necessarily ipvolved.cetain re-
Iations with Cubans sscking freedom mnd i’
depandence, cur relstions with that question
‘both officlal and on the part of advestur

‘splrits, have had steadlly in view acquisition.

Spain has been officially notified of our wil.
liogners to buy the lsiand, Tt bas been fily
advised that when Us occupancy ceased“the,
United Stotes regarded themesives Hpafo's
successor. Lying just off our coasia, too lm."
portant commercially to be aliowed to pass
into otber hands, or to be mizuwed and abused
by Incompetenit native &ftempts &t govern-
ment, Cuba would bave besn ours leag 2go
but for the civil war and the yeers eince of
occupation with purcly domestic isauew,
_The tostinct which forced American mtates-
.mansbip te acquire the Mississippi 1o the
meuth, the great Louisiana territory, ta ac-
quire %lorida, Toxas and the wast territory
gained from Mexico, has never neglectéd
~Cuabd., It8 ¢ommand of thE GUH of 'Mékio
,and of all ways to and from any canal across
“the istbmus make it casential to our com-
merclal future. B e

One of ths striking expeditions to Cuba was
.that io which Loper and Crittenden lost thelr
itves in 1851 A member of that exped X
& prominent citigen of Naskville, furnishes
me with o few Iscts about the movement.

¢ #-student in Mississippl, e went to-
riy joloed Ed Mo
with iy Droiber Ch~
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33 5 watting transpos-
tation, under the lesdersbip of Lopes, &
Spanish officer, and Crittehden, of Kentucky,
& son of the Kentucky statesman. Lopez had
had a brilliant career as & Spanish officer
abroad and fu the Carlist war {n Spain. He
left Spsin and its givil service bscause of
refussi of the Cortes to admit Cuban repre-.
seutatives. IHe {s described by my informant
&8 2 noble-leoking man, with a benevolent
face, lurge and powerfully bullt and looking
maore like & fine looking Tenness¢esn thap a
Sprnisrd. Abgut 3,000 men were collected and
farmed jute three regiments, with Plickett, of
.{entucky: Bob Wheat—efter Colonsl of iho
Louisiana “Tigers”—and Bell, of Misaissippf]
onej In_the command was apt.

oW of M4, Jelersoh Davia One
ol the Licutenent-Ucl 3  wha
served afterwards on Gen. Breckinridge's
tafl, known afterwards os “Desdly-Smooth
Lopez, Crittenden, Victor Kerr and McDonald
left on the steamor Pampero for Cubs, leav~
ing Tickett to foilow. My informent was for-

© Amerlean map-nf-war e would prvecos

The next American, after Crittenden, to at.
tampt tbe liberation of Cuba was Geu. Jor-
dan, rormerly of Beauregard’s saff. Ho waged
war for several years with varylog success
and final collapse of the whole movement
under the Spanish leadership of Campos,

In 1£72 Capt. Joseph Fry, commanding the
Virginius, was captured by a Spanish gun.
boat and suffered death,” with §3 of his men,
chiely Americans. Fry was a man of splen-
£id bearing and nohle charscter. He was
brave, upright and pere. I knew Fry at Wil-
mingten, N. €. Dut for the Umely (nterven.
tion of Capt. Sir Lambert Loraine, of tho
British maa-of-war, “Nigbe,” ninety-thirce
more Americans would have gufleced desth,
To Burriel's unsatislactory reply, Capt Lo-
ralpe apnounced tbat in the akrence of an
Amer-

fcsn cltizens, and he dld,

These are a few hasty notss of Cuban ex.
peCitions during f(ty years, In the main they
wer conducted by men whe afterwards becamo
distinguished 1 war and besame prominent
businoes men after the civil war. Maay of
ibem wero advanturers, of course, but it is
the adverturous who ploneer great move.
ments. These Then merely gnve expression

" to e sound American judgment that an tsland,

eo valunble, so §mportent, 86 nocessary to
complolo enjoyment of our own, snd so racked
and ruined and made an ulcer 2nd an cresore
by Spain, must belorg to the United States,

The l=ss we have to do with regmamuffip
Cuban Juntas, Tepresenting raggamulln Cu-
bses, a riff-raft of aswgro, Bbalf-breed and
Spaniard, the better.
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