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he had made tbis assertlon to Walker, on September 13 .. Maroy 

wrote to Oaksmlth. In th1s note the Secretar¡ ot Stc..te pertunc­

torl17 deolare(}: ~In Viev ot _.the pres8Dt cond1tlon ot polltlcal 

affalre ln Nloaragua" the Pres1dent ·has come to the conclus1on 

not te recelve "JOU as a dlplomat1c representatlve troro that State 

to the Government ef the Unlted States. M41 Oaksmlth added a 

postacrlpt te hls attempts at recegnltlon when he asked ato be 

informed ~hether the Govarnment oí the Unlted States has been ln­

fluenced to th1s determination by any conslderatlon of an obJec­

tiona~ e persona e rae er regar ng ~ .~rcy cur 1~l 1 ha t d1 Nvse1f."42 u tI 

replied that no explanatlon was necessary except to the Gevern­
43 

ment that had aalted to have hl:n reoelved. 'l'hls ended Oaksmlth l s 

dlplomatlc actlvltles. 

There vere several reseons tor Oaksmlth l s non-recognltlen. 

The attacks en Walker's reglme by the Central American dlplomata, 

Irlsarrl and I!o11na, have already been po1Dted out. Thelr at­

tacks pointed out that the ~1alke'r reglme vas not the ~ Jure gov-: 

ernment ln Nlcaragua, and for thls reason hls mlnlsters ehould 

not be recognized. These attaoks bave some signIficanoe ln de_ .. 

terJD1nlng wy Oaksm1th tal1-ed to be recelved. but tar more 1m­
I 

portant than any other factor ln causlng the 1'aI1ure 01' 1'111­

buster dlplomao¡ 1f8.S that recogn1 tion 01' Nicaragua under Wa1ker 

41. Nanning, gR.- ~•• IV. 86. 

42. Mannlng, 22. ~., IV, 572. 

43. Mannlng,~• .2.U,.; IV, 87. 
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was concerned with the Anglo-American power contllet over Cen­

t ra1 Americe. 

The ~ York ~ or Hay 18, 1856, gaye some ·lndlcatlon ot 

American teellng on Brltlsh encroaohment in Central Amerlea. It 

observed: 

F'or yeare the great aim of Brltish polley in Central Amerlca has 
been to obtain a oontrollinfi lnfluence ln al1 the Central Ameri­
can,3tates. Englandts aggresslon in tbat quarter has been 
steadily pursued, wlth the vlew of strengthenlng her polltical
power and brlnging undar her control the most aYailable routes 
to the Paclflc. She has robbed Hondur~s, intrigued ln Guatemala, 
intlamed the envy and ambition of Costa Rica, dictated to Nica­
ragua, setting up pretensiens te the ~osqulto Coest, and se17ing
the on11 Nlcaragua port on the Atlantic slde, and now ahe ls en­
deavoring by covert ~eans t~ crush the democratic party ln Nica_ 
ragua because tbat party has always expressed ita preterence tor 
the United States. 44 . 

As has alreaay been recounted, VIJ11 t s receptlon vas a result of 

American deslre to get revenge on the Britlsh tor rurnlshing the 

Costa Rleans wlth arme and ammunltlon. demonstrating tbat antag­

onlsm detinitely ex1eted ln Central Amerlea. The crampton af­

talr had aleo serTed to lnflame the Unlted 5tates,. as John Cramp­

ton, English Mlnlater to the Unlted States, .had been aecused oi 

recrultlng tor the drltlsh armles 1n the Unlted 5tates. 45 At tbe 

tlme Oaksmith was Beek1ng recognitlon. negotiatlons had begun be­

tween the Unlted Btates and Great Britaln to sett1e dltterences, 

prlnoipally over Central Amerlca. These negotlatlons vere. ot 

44. !!!! York 1!!!!!. MaY 16, 1856. 

45. The best study of tbe Crampton aftair ls R1chard ~. Van 
Aletyne, NJohn F. Crampton, Consplrator or Dupe?M 1h! American 
H1storlcal Revlev, XLI (1936), 493-502. 
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oourse, the Dallas-Clarendon talks. 

In order to clarl1'y the lssuea 1nvolved ln these talks, it 

18 neces8ary ,to. sketoh br~,f'ly.,hov tbe antagonlstlc sltuat10n 

e'Yolved ln Central AIler1~•. In 1848. Great Brltaln bad seized the 

Nlcaraguan port ot San Juan del Norte and had establlshed a pro­

teotorate over the Mosqulto Indlans along wbat had formerly been 

the coastllne oí Nlcaragua. Ostenslbly, the protectorate vas es­

tabllshed to protect the MOsqu1to k1ng trom the N1caraguans, but 

ln reallty the Brltlsh hoped to galo oontrol of the eastern ter­

m1n~s of the proposed Nlcaraguan oanal. The quest10n 01' the Bay 

lslanda and Bellze (Brlt1sh Honduras) and the Br1tlsh r1ght to 

these possesslons also vas ra1sed after the Brlt1sh had estab­

11shed them as a crown colony. !he Unlted States, ln 11eu of 

the ¡>lonroe Doctrlne, was opposed to Br1tlsh encroachment ln the 

Central Amerlcan area, although its attltude t01ll8.rd the Brlt1sh 
46 

vas, trom a broad polnt 01 viev, concl11atory. To settle these 

problema ln Central Amer1ca. the Clayton-Bulver treaty ot 1850 

vas slgned. 

The provls1ons ot the treatl proved to beamb1guou8 and open 

to dltterent lnterpretatlons. The treaty read tbat nelther ooun­

try vas to occupY, colonlze, or exerelse dom1n10n over an7 part 

01' Central Amerloa. C1ayton, the Amerlcan negot1ator, interpretad 

the proy1s1on as be1ng retroact1ve. Thls wou1d mean tbat the 

Br1tlsh would haye to glye up a11 ot tbelr protectorates and 

46. Perklns,!m_.!Ul., p. 19'7. 
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colonles ln the area. On the other hana, Bulwer, the Brl tlsh ne­

gotlator, dld not lnterpret the proV1s1on as belng retroactive, 

mak1ng lt unnecessary to g1ve up the proteotorate. 47 Even arter 

the algnlng of the treaty.dlttlcultlea st111 exlsted ln the Cen­

tral Amerlcan cockp1t. 

Further evente ln the area after 1850 bad served to sharpen 

the dltferences of the Un1ted States and Great Br1taln. In 1854, 

Greytown, the new name tor the N1caraguan port of San Juan del 

Norte, was bombarded by an Amerlcan sh1p, agaln helghtenlng the 

tenelon betveen the two countrles. ~~lkerle entry into Nlcaragua 

in 1855 was another event that servad to strain relatlone between 

the United States snd Great BrItain in the Central Amerlcan area. 

It became apparent that some sort ot agreement W8S necessary oon­

cernlng the area. 

To iron out these dlftlcultles, negotlatlons vere begun be­

tween George Dallas, Aaerlc~n Mlnlster ln London. and Lord C1ar­

endon ot the Brltlsh Forelgn Ottlce. The tbree prlnc-lpal ls8ues 

vere the rlght ol Great Brltaln to Belize. to the Bar 1s1anda off 

the coast ot Honduras, and to the proteotorate over the Mosquito 
48coaat. The Un1 ted State. vas wi111ng to recognlze the rlght ot 

Great Brltaln te Bellze. The Un1ted 8tatea va. a1so V1111ng te 

let Honduras and Great Brltaln settle the Say Islands lssue. A 

47. Rlchard Van Alstyne. -SntI ah Dlplomacy and the Clayton­
Bulwer Treaty, 1850-1860,· I!!!. Journal 2!. Modern Hlstory, XI 
(1939), 154-157. 

48. WI111ams, gJ!,. ~., pp. 226-227. 
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Honduran dlplomat, Herrán, Jolned the dlsou9s1ons for thIs pur­

pose, and thus on11' one problem real11 reulned. 'l'bat vall the 

questIon ot tbe MosquIto proteotorate, and lta aolutlon dld not 

appear dltflcult.4~ 

Desplte the relativ8 esee with whicb a settlement over the 

1-1osqu1to coast mIght be obtalned, W&lker t s presence ln .NIcaragua 

placed s great deal ot pressure on the Unlted 8tates g~vernment. 

Ir the Unlted 5tates rendered ofilcla1 recognltlon or gave of­

tlcial support to the walker oause, 1 t would be a demonstratlon 

of bad falth on the part 01" tbe Ull1ted States. It woUld also 

anow a deslre of the government to change the status guo ln 

Central Amerlea. Th1 B ln turn would maka the Brlt lsn more re­

luctant to glTe up thelr alalm on the Mosquito C08st, whlch they 

seemed ver¡ wl111ng to re11nquish. It vas ln thls sort ol dlp.. 

10matlc cl1mate tbat OAksm1 tb ws attellptlng to secure recog­

nltlon. 

Oakelll1th clearly understood wbr. he. had no suceeS8 ln obtalo­

lng recognltlon. On 5eptember 11 he notltled F.raín Ferrer, IUc­

araguan 8eoretar7 ot State, that -dellcate negotlatlons- de1ayed 

recognltlQn.50 On Septeaber23 atter he had been retused by 

Marcy. oakam1th wrote to Walker tbat negotlatlons between the 

49. WUllaJll8 aaserte that the Brltlsh w1ahed to be rld ot 
tbe troublesome Mosqulto TerrltorJ tor they vere on f11ma, 
Juridlcal ground ln obtalnlng the proteotorate ln the tlrst place. 
Vll11ams• .2,2. ~., p. 219. 

50. Appleton Clak8111th to Ferm!n Ferrer. Nev York, September 
11, 1856. Oaltsm1th ,Papera, D.. U. L. 
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Unlted 8tates and .Great Brltaln bad delaYed his receptlon. oak­

sDl1th gave other r.asons tor h1s not be1ng rece~ved. He maln­
•

talned tbat the Preaident1al campaignand the adJournment ot Con­

gresa combined wlth the bad neva ooll1ng out ot Nicaragua caused 

14arcy not tO'reoe1ve him. He emphaslzed, how8ver. that 1t was 

the Dallae-Clarendon talks that really oontributed to his non­
51

reoognitlofJ. 

¡t 18 sutt101ent to state that the Da11as-Clarendon ta1ks, 

ultlmately resultlng ln the Dallas-Clarendon Convention, never 

vere put lnto ettect, as the Conventlon vas deteated by the 

Un1ted States Senate ln 185? The taot remalns that these ne­

gotiatlons were golng on while Oaksmlth was attemptlng to secure 

recognltlon. Consequently, Dakamlth tal1ed 100 be recognlzed and 

to realize the alm ot Nlcaraguan dlplomacy. 

OaltsmJ.th was very 1rate over h1s tallure 100 obtaln reeog­

n1tlon.· The atl,l1oe ot his tb1nk1ng. 18 very vell 111ustra1oed ln 

a letter he vrote 100 walker ln Ootober. He advocated violent 

actlon against Honduras as the onJ.l' wa1" 100 obta1n a Jus't s8101o1e­

ment over boundar1' d18p'11oes wlth tha10 eoun1ory. He looked upon 

the agreement that had been made betveen Honduras and Great Brlt­

'áln and 10bat had been u.ne1oloDed by 10be Unlted States as -DIOre 
. , 

detrimenta1 to the intereste ot the Unlted Sta tes than 10bat abor­

1olon whlch they chrlstened ~Cla1ton and Bulver.'- Reallz1ng tha10 

Amer1can aequiesoenee in 10he Brlt1sh-Honduran agreement vas, ln 

51. Appleton OaksmI1oh to Wll~lam walker, Nev York, September 
23, 1856. Oaksmlth Papers, D. U. L. 
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ettect, a slap ln the tace te Walker and hls alma ln Nlcaragua, 

OAksmlth angrl1y vrote that lf the Un1ted statee dld agree te a 

tlnaJ. settlell8l1t oC the Central Amerlcan questlonJ the1 would be. 

turnlng the1r back on the Monroe Doctrine, puttlng an 1nseparable 

barrler between themselves and Americans ln Nicaragua, and eettlng 

tinal bcundar1es . to the natural expanslon ot her people. In a 

last word, he wrote: -Ir neeessary tor self-preservatlon, Nlca­
52

should conquer the states whlch oppoee lt. M Thls lastragua 

statement ot Oaksmlth on forelgn paller te11 on deat ears. for 

Walker vas hepelessly locked ln a llte and death etruggle wlth 

the Central Amerlcan aIlles and the R1vaa factlon wlthln Nlca­

ragua. 

The 111-suceess of the Wa1ker torces caused presa reactlon 

to be antagcnlstlc toward the Nlcaraguan cause. Very few news­

~pers gave Caksm1th's refusa1 by I.rcy an1 pub11c1t1 at al1, 

but the ~ York Da11t Tlmes obeerved: 

APPLETON OAI:SKI'lH has not been recel Yed though appolnted
regularly te succeed VIJ11 and relleve Hels8. But why not? 1 
baYe been unable to obtaln an7 satlsfaction theretor. Certalnl7 
no oftlcial step has been taken to w1thdraw PIERCE'S reoognitlon 
ot the Nloaragua GoverIlllent. lI17 then not reoelve OAKSMITH?53 

In October OaksJl1th wa8 rep1aoed bY' J'erm!n Ferrar. the for­

mer Secretar¡ ot atate tor Nloaragua. but Ferrer neTer presented 

« 

52. Appleton Oaksmlth to Wl111am Walker. Nev York, October 
13. 1856. Oaksmith Papera, D. U. L. 

53. ~ York Da11l Times, NoTember 29, 1856. 
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1� credentlals. and he accompllshed nathlng tor T"alker dlplamatlcal­

1y...'; I
In any� case. the actlV1t1ea ot Appleton Oaksmlth as a t111­[~ 

buster d1plomat glve an lndlcatlon ol tbe dlZtlcult1es that 

Walker's mlnlsters taced. More slgniflcant ls that through an 

analysls at tha affarts ot Oaksmlth to obtaln recagnltlon, a 

olearer ploture ot the .~glo-Amerlcan power oontllct in Central 

Amer1ca can be secured. Flnally, the fa1lure ot N1caraguan d1­

plomacy can be po1nted to as one explanatlon at why the Valker 

scheme� tor a Central Amer1can emp1re falled • 

• 
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BIBLIOGRAPBICAL NOTE� 

Tbe principal written aourees. printed and manuscrlpt. have 

been lncluded in the bibllography, but one ot the writer's most 

lmportant sourees of lntormatlon was conversatlons and lntervlews 

~lth those who had some knowledge of App1eton Oaksmlth. The most 

va1uab1e conversatlons were eonducted on Deeember 13, 1951, wlth 

Geraldine Oaksmith, and on Aprl1 12 and 13, 1952, ln Brooklyn, 

New York, wlth Dorothy Agrillo and Geraldlne Oaksmith. Other 

helptul intervlews were earrled on with Captaln l. J. Barney ot 

Manstield P~rk. North Caro11na. and Leslle Dav1s oi Beaufort, 

North Carolina. W1thout the lntormatlon offered by these peop1e, 

IDaoy int1mate tacts about OakIUl1~ts 111'e could not have been as­

oerta1ned. Recognlt1on ahould be glven to them as an lmportant 

aouree ot lntormatlon. 
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