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wa~ similar ta the flrst and needs 11ttle analys1s. 

At the olose al the m.eet1ng EL parade) made up ot var1ou8 ot­

flelala of the meeting and part al the orovd that had attended 

the meetlng) vas begun. Led bY' Shelton' 8 band, who, by even the 

most tarceful orltlcs ol the meet1ngs vae admltted as turnlshing 

good musle, the parade marched u~ Broadway te the Metropelltan 

House where the crowd stopped and called tor Padre V1Jl1. V1Jl1, 

whom Wnlker had sent 8S Mlnlster to the Unlted Sta tes trom Nlc2­

ragua, stepped out on ~e balaoor and mañe a tew remarks ln Span­

lsh that Oaksmlth lnterpreted tor the orowd. Alter thls, the 

- ,. d d dl . 21parada contlnueu a short val up ciroa way nn . spersea. 

Thla was the last large popular meetlng on ~alker's benal! 

that vas held ln Nev York untl1 December. Oaksmlth, who had be­

come one et the leaders ot the Walker cause ln Ne. York, turned 

als activltles to other channels. 

It w.as OAksmlth's acqualntance wlth Majar George Hall that 

led h1Dl lnto h1s partlc1pation ln recrultlng tor the wallter cause 

ln Nicaragua. Earller ln the yeer mall1' dlrtlculties had been en­

countered by the recrultlng orfice ln Nev York. John KcKeon, 

the Dlstrlot Attorne1 ot Hew York, bad cha~lenged the legallt,. 

ol the recrultlng methods and attempted to proseoute man1 of 
22

those who were going to Nicaragua to aid Walker. Vanderbi1t, 

21. Ibid.-
22. 3crogga, 22,- clt., pp. 140-148. 
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who had furnlshed transportatlon on hls shlps fer the recrults 

tbat Hall sent, became disaffected when Walker turned the charter 

ot the Tranelt Company over to Charles Margan and Cornellu8 Gar­

s� rlson. 1\ took 81% weeke tor Morgan and Garr180n to get thesh1ps 

runnlng agaln, and ln these 81x weeks man1 valuable recrults were 

lost to Walker. 23 

It was at the time that Vanderbllt lost control of the tran­

sit to Morgan and Garrlson that Vanderbllt called a conference 

wl th Oaksm1th. In thls conference Vanderbll t otfered oakami th a 

'p0sition 00 hls shipplng flrm,lf Oaksm1 th would aid him ln ruin­

lng the ~;;alker reglme ln Nlcaragua and ln restoring tha tranal t 

to Vanderbl1t's control. Oakam1th ref'used to take up the affer, 

as he had already commltted hlmaal! to the ~lker cause. He felt 

that by throwlng in his lot wlth Walker he would obtain some 

prominence and importance ln the 'Nlcaraguan government. and to 

Oaksmith tbis vas more of an lnducement than the financial re­ :; 

muneratlon that Vanderbl1t hadotfered. 2~ 

App1eton Oaksmlth oontlnued bis recru1ting activltles, how­

ayer, and tound tbat his prinoipal a1d to Hall 'vas advls1ng pros­

pect1ve recru1ta of poss1b111tles ln Nicaragua. Hall bad placed 

much oí hls correspondence ln oaksmlth ' s bands, and Oaksm1th 

wrote to emigrante ln Clnc1nnatl and Germantown, Oh1o; Columbia, 

23. ~., p. 153. 

24. OakaDl1.th f s daughter, Dorothy Agrll1o, stated In an lnter­
vlew on Aprl1 12, 1952, that Vanderbl1t trled all sorta of' 1n­
ducements te get her tather to sh1tt Qldes, but her tather vas 
a man of honor and retused Vanderbllt l s otfer. 
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M1ss1ss1pp1; Nor~loh, Vermont; and ?ortland, Xalne. Other let­

tera� went out to Portsmouth, V1rginia, and ChDrleston, 90uth Caro­
2511na•. 

.Oakaa1th's maln obJectlve 1n wr1t1ng these recrulta or proa­

pectlve emigrante was to get them to act as agente tor recru1t­

lng ln thelr respective citles. The men recrUited from these 

cities were sncouraged to choose officers al merlt befare they 

1eft for New York. Thua, men could be obtalned ln groups írom 

the same loca11ty, and they .ould be officered by oen havlng the 

reapect of the partioular group that they commanded. Typ1cal of 

the letters wrltten by Oaksmith was one he sent to E. D. Deneon 

of Portsmouth, Virginia. Oaksmith wrote: 

The lave of the Unlted States vill not perm1t the Agents of the 
Nlcaraguan Government to recrult here, but 1 aee no objectlon 
to emlgration. 'l'he next steamer leaves on the 24th inst., the 
next on the 24th of July. If you could take with you a consider­
able body of emigrante, passage vould be furnished you.26 

Oakam1th's recruiting actlvlties wer~ suspended temporarl1y, 

hovever, when ?n June 24, 1855, in company V1tb Majar Hall, he 

1ett Hew York on the arizaba ter Nicaragua. Despite the existence 

ot a great many goode ot war lntended f-or walker27 and a number 

'f 
:~ 

25. Oaksmltb recelved numerous letters requ8eting informa-
lt 

tlon on Walker, posslbi11tles 1n Nicaragua, means ot transporta­
tlon, etc. See letters ot Hay and June, 1856. Oaksmith Papere,
D. U. L. 

26. Appleton Oakamith to E. D. Denson, Hew York, June 14, 
1856. Oakamith Papera, D. U~ L. 

27. COPl ot goods sent on the Orizaba, New York, June 24, 
1856. Oaksmith Papere, D. U. L. 

I 
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of filibustera aboard, a New York paper wrote: 

The on11 persons known to have fllibusterlng tendencies that went 
off with the steamer vere, MaJor George Hall and Appleton Oak­
amith. • •• fhese gentlemen stood alone high up on the root of 
the hurrt<cane deok aud as the ·shlp 1ett the dock they- vaved thelr 
handkerchiets and smoked their segars [slc] ln a pertect halo ot 
present satlstaotlon and prospeotlve glory.28 

Both men obtalned posltlons trom Walker that certalnly had pos­

s1bll1t1es of proepectlve glory. Oaksmlth was endowed with the 

lmposlng tltles, Minlster Plen~-potentlary of Nlcaragua to the 
. i 

Unlted states and Agent af the N1caraguan Government. Hall was 

appointed to the rather unenvlable posltlon el Commlssary General 

of the Nlcaraguan Army. Hall remalned ln Nicaragua, but ~aksmith 

returned to the Unlted 5tates and became the prlncipal recruiting 

and supply agent ln the New York area. 

There vere two tlpes et recruits who Jelned Walker. The 

flrst type could be claased as the adventurer, tbat lndividual 

who vas eager tor a flght and not afrald ot death or treub1e. In 

general, thls type of indlvidual predom1nated ln the Walker ranka. 

One wrlter vho Joined the Walker cause ln Nicaragua has stated: 

"Thoae were the ciaya when the ardor tor adventure was hot ln the 

w29breasts ot men. On the other hand, there vas that group of 

people, who, by hard work, lnduatry, enterprlse. and change ln . 
L 
!. 

environment hopedto lmprove their statlon ln lite. Such vas the 

28. ~ York Hera1d, June 25, 1856. 

29. James C. JaBllson, Wlth Walker 1n N1caragua (Columbla,
Me., 1909), p. 11. 
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group hended by Rudolph Knecht. 

Kneoht vas the 8!30ltesman tor a group al Sw1ss familles who 

wlshed to 8l1igrate to Nicaragua. In the suam:er ot 1856 he wrote 

te Oaksmlth to put h1s own acheme on the table.. He V1ehed te be 

given a tract et land slxteen m1les aquare W1 th a ral1road. and 

rlver ln close pro::clmlty to thls area. The c1t¡ th2.t \lúe to be 

31tuated on thls slxteen aile traot of land was to be callad 

U~ueva Helvetla. H Flft] familles wvuld farm the nucleus of the 

settlement. These families would engage in weaving and embrclder­

lng, but ~ould attempt to toster sllkworm culture ln thelr area 

as well. Knecht also hoped te manufacture his newly-lnvented a1r 

cleanlng machine that he malntained cauld purlfy the &ir ln 

shlp'g holds, must¡ reama, and factor1es. The 5w1sa fagl11es 

woulá wln tltle ta thelr land ln Nicaragua by lndustry, hard 

york, and enterprise. The prospectlve emigra.ntshad 11ttle money 

and requested passage tree troro Havre to raearagua. on a ship to 
30be prov1ded b1 Wa1ker. 

Oaksmi th val extreme11 1nterested 1n Knecht' s scheme and 

eought Walker's perm18810n to make arrangements to transpert 

theee peop1e to Nicaragua. 31 Walker' 8 acquleseenee vas not torth­

com1ng, and the echeme came to naught. Wa1ker' 8 teellng about 

colonllts ot thls type can best be understood from a statement 

30. Rudolph Kneoht to App1eton Oaksmlth, transe at letter, 
Zurlch, Swltzerland, August 30, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. 

31. Appleten oaksmlth to Wl11tam Walker, Hev York, September 
11, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 
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he made concernlnG the arrlval of some poor Gercan eml~ranta 

¡ trom Nev York ln September of 1856. "A very large proportlon ot 

them were Europeang ot the pooreat clasa, most17 GerlDans. • • •;ft !'\:. 

Tbea8 Me" York VoJ.unteers, as they called themselves, had not 

been ln the country ten days befare they began to desert ln num­

bers."32 :~lker was undouttedly arrald thet :'necht anu hls group 

woulu be men oi thls stamp, and he pald no attentlon to Oak­

smlth's request. 

The :(necht propasal aptly demonstrates that there 1IIas lnter­

est in T'ialker ln Europe as ve11 as ln the Un1ted States. '?:'he 1n­

oldent alBo polnte up the fe.ct thr:!t not a11 of ',falker t s men were 

necesEar11y rouges or adventurers, but that some men were aeeking 

more than Just alife 01" udventure under the Rgray_eyed men of 

destlny." Knecht and the 9w1ss famllies were a good example af 

the earnest hard worklng group who wlshed tar somethlng better in 

l1fe ln Nicaragua. 

Oaksmltb's offlclal posltlon as M1n~ster Plenipotentlary from 

N1caragua to the Un1ted States made lt necessary tor hlm to cur­

tall some 01" hls recrultlng actlv1t1es ln 11euof the recent 

Crampton attalr. cut he at1l1 kept ln touch w1th the varlous re­

cruitlng agents througbout the country. He oorresponded wlth 

~ Colonel Jack Al1en, the pr1ncipal recrulter ln the Kentucky­

Tenneesee area. g1 vlng hlm promlses of tinanoial support to en­

32. Wil1iam Walker, 1!.!.t. 1!l Nicaragua, p. 287. 
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courage h1s work. pe sent two agente lnto the Southwest to work 

tor Walker ln thatarea34 and appolnted agent s te work ln !'lew Or­

1eans tor recrults. 35 He a180 contlnued te encourage those in­
.' 

dlviduala who vere aotlngas seml-ottlolal agente in the smaller I 
cltiea. 

In August ef 1856 Oaksmlth put fer~rd a plan that oftered 

lnducements to these whe wished to emlgrate to Nicaragua. Its� 

eperat10n was sim1lar to a plan that had been ln operatlon ln� 

Ne~ lO Or' ~ in 185~.36 Th p1 ea t ·11sh d a ~11	 i:.Jll i ira­.... o.anw ... e ao ~1 caraguan~	 B.n e r 

tlon Agency under the leadershlp of Alexander Lawrence. Its 

prlnc1pal purpose was to present lnformatlon te the pub11c on� 

prospects ln Nlcaragua.. Oaksm.1 th had wrl tten to Walker ln early� 

August deplorlng the fact that few recru1ts could be obtalned be­

cause� ot lack of 1nformatlen on Nlcaraguan emlgratlon posslbl1­�
37�lt1ee. Thls plan. w1th its inducements, remedled the sltuatlon 

somewhat, ana on August 28 lt vas anneunced ln the New York neW8­
38� papere. 

vi 33. Appleton Oaksmith te Colonel Jack Allen, Nev York, 
September 1, 1858. ORksm1th Papera, D. U. L. 

34. Appleton Oaksmlth to Wl111am Walker, New York, 5eptember�
11, 1856. Oaksmlth Papere, D. U. L.� 

35. Appleton oaksmith to Wl11lam Walker, New York, September� 
23, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L.� 

36. Sereggs , ~. S!1., p. 139. 

37. App1eton Oaksm1tb to W111iam Wa1ker, New York, August 7,� 
1856. Oaksm1th Papera, D. U. L.� 

38. ~!2tt Herald, August 28, 1656. 
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Thls new ~m1gration Agency offered single men 250 acres ot 

1and ln Nicaragua and tawl11ea 350 acr~8. Those people ",ho em!­

grated would have to turn pert of the land alloted to them over 

to the agency to be used as capltal stock.. Single men llOuld turn 

over one hundred acres, and famllies would turn over tlL'O hundred 

acres te the Agency. Ir the emigrante wiahed te be traneported 

en th,:;; Trena! t Company' 6 ships wi thout' P8-yment ot pa.sss.ge, single 

m~n ~eul¿ turn over approxlmately slxty-s1x acres an~ fa~11ie& 

'l.'oulc. hane: oVer 133 acres to ;·lorgan and Garrlson. On reachlng 

Nlcsraguo the Cclonl~tlon Director of that country would allot 

the lGnd. 39 It 19 not surprls1ng that the resp~nse te thls plan 

\fa.s almost negl1g1ble, tor a closer look at the scheme uelnon­

strates th~t ir a fam1ly was transported to Nlcaragua free of 

cbLr~e, lt would recelve on11 sevfntEen of the original 350 acree 

alloted to them. Thls aeventeen acres ~d a gocd posslbl1lty ot 

beln.::; tropical Jungla ano eood tor 11ttle or noth1ng. The Agency 

dld provlde, however, a mean~ ot dlseem1natlng lntormatlon to 

those who wiahed to go to N1carague. but who lacked the knowledge 

of the proper 1001vlduals to see to obta1 n lnforms.tlon about tha t 

country. 

Recrultlng, ln t;eneral, tal1ed tor a nuaber ot reesone. Most 

apparent vas the lack of coordlnstlon between t!1ose who ~re try­

1ng to secure recrults. Oaksm1th was appolnted by Walker to head 

~he recrultlng system ln the Unlted States, but other lndlvl(]ua1s 

39. Emlgratlon Agreement, Joseph Fabena and Alexander Law­
rence, :Iew ::ork, Auguet 3C, 1856. Ordtsmith Pe.pers, D. /J. L. 
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proceeded lndependently 01 hlm. For example, iermín ¡errer, the 

Secretary 01 State tor Nlcaragua, made an agreement with Wll11am 

cazneau ot Texas that gave Cazneau the power te reoruitone 

thousand co1on1s~a tor Nlcaragua.40 At'ter·cazneau bad obtalned 

the one thouaand c01eDiste, he vrote to Oakamlth requeatlng ln­

lormatlon as to how these people might be transported. 41 A some­

what baff1ed 06ksml th rep11ed that he would 11ke to know partlcu­

1ara on what Cazneau had been dolng betore he arranged any trans­

portatlon.42 Cazneau retused to glve the deslred lnformatlon and 
. 43

stated that he would proceed lndependent1y ot Oaksmlth. Oak­

smlth vas very lrate and reported the lncldent to Wa1ker statlng 

that Rthls independent actlon caused my plana to go ascue [~1 

4.4
and awry."·· 

Factlona11sm existed ln New Or1eana a1so. Here lt was the 

problem ot t~o recrultlng agente vho were unable to work together 

and who spent more tlme crltlclzing one another than ln trylng to 

obtaln recrults. Colonel John Jaques vas chler recrulter ln Hev 

Orleans for the better part 01 1856, bu"t on September 28 0ak8.lJlltb 

40. Scrogga, 22. ~., p. 236. 

41. Wl111am Cazneau to App1eton Oaksmlth, New York, 
5eptember 13, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 

42. Appleton Oaksmlth to Wl11iam Caznea·u, Hev York, 
September 18, 1856. Qakam1th Papera, D. U. L. 

43. Wl111am Cazneau to App1eton Oaksalth, New York, 
September 19, 1856. oaksm1th Papera, D. U. L. 

44. App1eton Oaksmith to Wl111am wa1ker, Nev York, 5eptember 
22, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 
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appolnted a new agent, Plerre 14ancosoB, to take over the New Or­

leans ofr1ce. Jaques lmmedlate11 protested to Oakamith concern­

ing his ouster snd asked too be put on an equal basls V1th Man­

cosos aa tar as recrultlng power wa concerned ..45" Both'lIlen ao- " 
cused each other of havlng spent too much money and ot not havlng 

done thelr best to secure recrult~. Atter much blckerlng, they 

tlnally compromlsed thelr dlfferenees and began to work to­

gether.46 

Even a!ter these dltfereneea had been compromlsed, the two 

men vere not able to socomplish much. Mancosos was very pessimls­

tic. He wrote to Oakamlth: "The eleetlon engrosses the mlnd hare, 
47

and tew vill leave ter Nicaragua." Jaques wrote that the fa11­

ure to have shlps to take the prospectlve recrults hampered his 

activltles, and that many of the men he had procured returned 

home when a ship falled to arrlve ln New Orleans to take them te 
48

Nlcaragua. 

Another tactor contrlbutlng to the collapse al the reoru1tlng 

system vas the lnabll1ty ot"Valter to obtaln an1 ml1ltary suoees­

ses. Oaksmlth wrote to walker on September 11 statlng that re­

45. John Jaques to Appleton Oaksmith. Ney Orleana, Ootober 
3, 1856. Oaksm1th Papera. D. U. L. 

46. Jobn Jaquea te App1eton Oakam1th. New Orleana, October 
13, 1856. Oakamith Papera, D. U. L. 

47 •. Plerre Y..no0808 to Appleton OaksJl1th, Hev Orleana, 
October 13, 1856. Qaksm1th Papera, D. U. L. 

48. John Jaques te Appleton Oakam1 th, New Orleans, October 
2, 1856. Oakamlth Papera, D. U. L. 
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crults could not be obtalned because they held an unfavorable 
49view ot bis posltlon in Nicaragua. "'he decree ol September 22 

estab1ishing slavery ln Nicaragua JDaY baTe had 80me eftec't on the .~.
Northern peop1e who wlshed to escape the rigors ot a bard ,wlnter I 

~ 

by golng to Nlcaragua.' Oaksmith t S lnablli ty to obtain recogni­

t10n ln Washington ot the Walker reglme was a180 a factor in 

cuttlng the number Q~ recrults that m1gbt be obtalned .. 

Newspaper acceunts ef Walker'a trlbu1atlons can by no meana 

be d1scounted. Altnough the New York Heralq and the ~ York ~ 

general1y favored Wa1ker and presented glowlng accounts of the 

prospects ln Nicaragua, such papera as the ~ York Tribuna 

painted bleak plctures of the eYenta occurrlng there. On Sep­

tember 2 1t stated~ ·Walkerts own men were desertlng on every 

occaslon. Slckness, poverty, death atare them ln the face whl1e 

oholera and yellow tever are stead1l,. th1nning the1r ranks on all 

sldes • .,50 

How many recruits oak8m1tb sent tro~ New York and New Orleans 

whi1e he vas a1d1ng Hall ana, attervard8) when he became head of 

the recruiting syatem ln the Unlted States ls 
",

lmposslble to de­

termine. The army tbat Wa1ker had ln Nicaragua never nWD.bered 

more than 2.500,51 and 1t 8eems certaln tbat O&ksmith aent no 

more tban one thouaand on the shlps at Morgan and Garrlson. Oak­

49. App1eton OBksmith te Wl111am W&lker, Ne. York, September
11. 1856. O&kemith Papere, D. U. L. 

50. !!!~ Trlbune, September 2,1856. 

51. Scrogga,~. 2!!.• p. 305. 
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smith kept no ofllc1a1 11st 01' recru1ts that he obtalned, as he 

dld not wIsh to be lnvolved ln an lncldent slmUar to the Cramp­

ton attalr. Another dlf'!1cultl that presented 1tselt vas that 

the recru1ts could not be separated trom. those vho vere ua1ng the 

trans1t. When a recru1t or emigra.nt saw that tbe prospecta vere 

not good tor Walker'a euccess, he 8ssiml1ated himse1! lnto the 

regular passengers ol the translt and proceeded to San Franclsco, 

New Or1eana, or back to New York. W1th better support and 1ess 

factiona11sm, Oakamith's system m1ght ve11 have worked to Walker's 

advantage. 

In hls etrorte to procure supp1ies tor ~alker, oakemith was 

much more successtul than ln obtalnlng recru1ts. In 1855 a New 

York newspaper polnted to Oaksmith as a man who dealt extenslve1y 
52 

ln arma and ammunltlon, and th1s tact comblnad vl th bis knowl­

edge ot tradlng and shlpping made Oaksmith a 11ke1y procurer ot 

supp1ies for the Wa1ker cause. 

As has alread1 been recounted, Oaksmlth took an active part 

ln suppll1ng the Cuban f1libusters and nat10nallsts ln 1855. Goi­

cour!a had worked 010se11 with oaksmlth when he obtalned guns ana 

a_un1 t10n as cargo tor the .4l!e11! and the Magnol1a, and 1 t was 

to OaksJB1 th that Golcour!a turned ln March of 1856. Oaksmith 

had by th1s t1me set up his ovn sh1ppIng busIness and had eataD­

118hed hlmse1f a8 a reputable New York merchante The contacts 

tbat he had been lII&k1ng wlth var10us New York suppll houses and 

52. l!!!. York Herald. November 3, 1855. 
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arma dealers put Caksmlth ln a very tavorable pasltlon ta secure 

8upp11es tor Walker. 

Oaksm1th did not lmmedlatell answer Golcouría's request oi 

March 18 tor rifles and ammunitlon, but he dld take some etepa 

that made lt posslble tor hlm to obtain some supplles, tor 2!!. 

June 24, 1856, Oaksmi th shipped many valuab1e gooda aecara. the 

Orlzaca. Among the goods Caksmlth sent were: flve hundred per­

cU8alon muskets, one hundred Sharp's rifles, ene hundred anO. 

twenty tt.ousand cartridgee tor the muskets, flfty thouean¿ C!'1r­

trl~gas tor tne 5harp's rifles, as we1l as numerous other ar­

tlclee such as tifes, camp kettles, spoons, bread, bacon, ereck­
53ers, Bugar and corree. ~ny of these articles Oakemlth had 

procured in 1855 w1~~ the hope ot sendlng them to Cuba • 

.~hen Oa:r..sml th wae in Nicaragua tor ~"a1ker' s inaugure tlon as 

Presldent ln Jul¡ of 1856, many requisitlons tor goods needed by 

the var1.ol1s departmenta at the government vere placed 1n h1s 

hands. 'I'bese departments lncluded the'Q.uartermaster General'6 

Department, tae Ordnance Zepartment, and the Comm1ssary Depart­

ment whlch had been placed under MaJor Hal1 1 s eupervislon. Wa1ker 

had lnstructed that a11 requ181t1one be placed ln Qaksm1th's 

hands, and that he vas an autharlzed purchaser at arme and BUP­

54plles tor the ~lcaraguan government. These requls1tlons l1sted 

53. L1st at gaods shlpped on board the "Orl %aba,· New York, 
June 24, 1856. Oakamlth Papers, D. U. L. 

54. ?roclamatlon ot l/11l1am ~,1a1ker, Granada, July l?, 1856. 
Oakamlth Papera, D. U. L. 
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everythlng from mountaln howltzers and fiela plecea to brogans 

ana dungarees. 55 

Awaltlng Oaksmlth on bis arrlval ln New York aíter the ln­

8ugurat1on was an lnterestlng requls1tlonrrom the Quartermaster 

General's Offlce of the Nlo~raguan Army.56 It presented a 8ig-­

nlflcant commentary on the goods most needed by Walker and those 

goo~s most regarded as a necesslty by the Quartermaster General. 

The requ1sitlon I~rked ~ was the llst oí goods absolutely needed. 

The requlaltlon marked B was not qulte so important and so on 

down to fr. Guns and ammun1tlon were not on the &llst at GIl, 

but on the Q llst. The art1cles on the ! 11st include~ aucn 

thlngs as boots, h~ts. pants, ürawera, blankets, anü pota anu 

kettles of d1fferent types. Anvl1s, buttona, and account books 

were 00 the greatest demand 11st also. 5? 

Thls new llst awaitlng him ln New York and the requisltions 

placed in his hands ln Nicaragua requlred a great dea1 ot monel. 

Oaksmith vas bampered by lack oí tunda ~nd had to resort to oon­

traot~ credit, and promises oí a Nlcaraguan bond lssue to obtaln 

suppliea. The supplles he obtalned ln June and sent on the Orizaba 

vereprlncipally from a reserve stock that Oaksm1th had on hand 

55. Requisi tions ot the Nlcaraguan government, Granada, Jul1 
16, 1855. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. 

56. oaksml th had spent a rey daya in New Orleans and tiash­
lngton, and thuB he dld not reach Nev York until atter the req­
ulsltlons arrlved there. 

57. Quartermaster Gen~ral F. F. Flecher toAppleton Oakamith, 
Granada, JuIy 25, 1856. Oaksm1th Papers, D. U. L. 
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in the hope that they might be sent to Cuba, and he had l1ttle 

ditflculty ln procuring them. Desplte these later d1fflculties, 

caused by lack of monay. Oaksm1.th sh1pped 103 cases of goods on 
" 

board the' Texas 1n September. ando lnOctober he Bhipped, 146'C&sea 
58 

ot goods on the Tennessee. Oaksmith compla1ned to ~a1ker, hov­

ever, that he was getting all the supplles he could, but lack of 

money had made hlm somewhat "lcpotent" when lt came to the m&tter 
59 

af securing more of the baoly needed supplles. 

Soma aId vas glven to Oaksmith in procuring supplies by 

FrancIsco Alejandro Lainé, .a Cuban frlend of Go1cour!a, who ~orked 

for Wa1ker in the United States for sorne time before he 1eft ter 

.Nicaragua an June 24"!. ta1né' a princ1pal achi€vement was a con­

tract ter fIve thousand MInié barrelled rifles that ,h~~9~~lu~~~ 

wlth BenJamIn Perkins, ~. Woroea~e~=_~§~~c~usetts. manufacturar. 

Thecontraet prov1ded for the manufacture and shlpment of five 

thousand ol these r1fles. They were to be sent to Nicaragua on· 

or atter Oetober 20 and were to oost $17.?5 a piece. Financial 

arrangements lnoluded the neceseitl tor a Nicaraguan bond iseue. 60 

The contract i8 espeo1al1y s1gn1f1cant because the M1n1é rlfle 

"SS the newest thlng ln flrearm6. It vas more aeeurate and Dlore 

ef'fective than the ald muskets and Sharp's rifles that Oaksmlth 

S8. Recelpts al goods shlpped on the MTexas- and "Tennessee," 
September and October, New York. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 

59. Appletan Oaksm1th to Wl1l1am ~~lker, New York, September 
11, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 

60. Agreement betveen BenJamIn Perk1ns and Franc1sco A. 
Lainé, Worcester, June 23, 1856. Oaksmlth Pnpers, D. U. L. 

b 
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bad sent to Walker on the Orlzaba. The contract demonstrated that 

Walker and h1s agents rea11zed the lmportanoe 01' haY1ng the moat 

etrectIve arma to use ln the1r ~1ght ln NIcaragua. Untortunatel,. 

the rlnes vere never de11vered, a8 Perlt1ns vas unable to meet 

the de1ivary date. 51 It seems doubtful that Oaksmith could bave 
62 

met the stlpulated payment ln sn1 case. 

Lalné left New York lmmed1.ately atter he had concluded the 

agreement wlth Perltlns. He 1eft tor N1caragua on June 24, and 

when he reached that country, he became Alde-de-Camp to General 

Walker. When !:lls te110w Cuban, Golcour!a, had a tal11ng-out wlth 

Wa1ker ln September 01' 1856, Lalné dld not abandon the Wa1ker 

cause but chos8 to remaln ln Nlcaragua. .Almost 1mmediatell a1'ter 

he had made th1.s d8c1s100, he vas capturad by the Guatemalans dur­

.1ng a battle and shot, but not before he had uttered the tamous 
63_words: IMeo dle, but the1r 1deas rema1n.· 

Oakamith oontlnued to contraet tor 8uppllel as best he could, 

conslder1ng the tlnancial dlttlcul t1es 'vhlch taced hilD. A sup­

plement.ary agreement vas reaohed betveen James Devoe, an agent 

tor Perklns, and Appleton oaksmlth concerntng the M1nie rl1'les 

lnvolved ln La1né' a JUDe 23 contract. Plana were made to send 

61. Contract, James Devoe and Appleton Oaksm1. tb, Rew York, 
October 29, 1858. OAksmith Papera, D. U. L. 

62. As payment tor tbe r1nes va8 to oome trom the bond 18­�
sue and as the bonds had nOt been lsaued, the~ va. no mone7 to� 
P&Y tor the r1tles.� 

63. Soroggs, 2,2. ill.., p. 254. 
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2,120 iUnlé rifles to Nicaragua lnstead of the fi ve thousand that 
64had originally been contracted for by La1n~. Oaksmith also 

reached an agreement vith Hltchcock and Compan7 who consented to 

send t1ve hundred Sharp's r1fles, one thousand M1n1~ rifles, t1ve 

hundred Colt revolvers, tive thousand blouses, and tive hundred 

sabers to N1caragua. The total cost ai these articles amaunted 

to ~250,OOO, and the payment tor these again depended largelY on 

the proposed bond issue. 55 Th1s was the 1ast agreement that Oak­

amlth cancluded tor Walker betare his detection ln November. 

Oaksmith had little dit!icultl in contracting tor supplies, 

but lack af adec.uate financial support torced him to forlelt on 

his contraota, and thus Walker was depr1ved ot the much-needed 

aupp11ee. The only supplles that Oaksmith sent we~e those that 

he had obtained with h1s own ~ney or had on hand in his own 

shlpplng tirm. Attempta to get money trom triends ol Walker in 

the Un1ted States tor supplies talled miserably.66 Perhaps ade­

quate flnancial support m1ght have seen ·the tultillment ot the 

contracts tbat OakaDl1tb had made and the U1timate suceess ot the 

Wa1ker cause. Conslderlng the problems lnvolvea, Oaksmlth 8eema 

tobave done vell in procuring the supplles that he d1d. 

64. Agreement between James Devoe and Appleton Oakem1th, 
Nev York, Ootober 22, 1856. Oaksmith Papera, D. U. L. 

65. Agreement between Hitchcock and Company and Appleton
Oakemith, Hev York, October 29, 1856. 02.ksm1th Papers, D. U. L. 

66. See letter trom Charles Margan to Appleton Oakemith, 
Hew Y~rk, September 22, 1856. Oakemith Papera, D. U. L. 

------------------~.._---­
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As has been seen, flnances created a dellcate prob1em for 

Oaksmlth. The many contraots that had been macie tor guns and 
.'!!< 

f' ammun1.tlon needed money to baok them up. Vanderhl1t had ottered 

some aid ln March ot 1856, but at tbat tlme walker declded to 

turn the Aocessory Transl t Company charter over to Margan and 
67

Garrlson, thus servlng to a11enate Vanderbl1t. In August of 

1856, however, Golcour!a persuaded Vanderbl1t to advance ~100,OOO 

on the condltlon that Wa1ker return control ot the lsthmus shipplng 

11ne to Vanderbl1t. It Walker vas w1111ng to do thls, Vanderbl1t 

wou1d add $150,000 to the orlg1na1 $100,000 durlng the course of 

the ¡ear. 58 Walker retused to take the otfer and condemned C~l­

cour!a for taklng too much authorlty ln hls own hands. Walker 

declded to 1et 140rgan and Garrlson retaln control of the translt, 

ana thus Vanderbl1t 1118.8 allenated even more. The wl1y flnancler 

prepared to take h1 8 vengeance. 

One vay tar Wa1ker to ralae money, as la p1alnly lndlcated, 

was by a Nlcaraguan bond lssue. It vas, on thls bond lasue tbat 

most of the contracts made tor supplles depended. In June, when 

Lalné had englneered hls contract w1th Perklna, the flnancla1 

arrangements lnvo1.ved the lx>nd ls8ue. Tbe ln1tlal dovn 'pa1ment 

ot $5,000 _-as to be pald ln cash. The SWD ot $23,750 vas to be 

drawn ln lnsta11ments trom the Intendente General or Treasury of 

the Nlcaraguan government, the tlnal dratt payab1e ln elghteen 

67. Scroggs, 22. s1!., p. 219. 

68. Scroggs,.2,2. m., p. 221. 
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months. Most slgnlflcant, hovever, was the provlslon that over 

halt ot the payment for the rltles or $57,500 was to be pald ln 

Nlearaguan Bonda that would becose due ln tventr rears at an 1n­
69

terest·· rate ot seyen per cent per annum. Thls agreement 18 

adequate testlmonr to the lmportanee ot the lsauanee ot Nlcarag­

uan bonds by those laborlng tor Walker ln the Unlted 5tates. 

Desplte the lmportanee of the bond lasue, a tormal decree 

establishinb the basls·or the loan was not promulgated untll 

JuIy 22. It ia certaln that whlle oak:sml th vas ln Nlcaragua tor 

the inauguratlon et Walker, he advocated the bond lssue and pos­

slbly drew up the decree hlmsel!. He dlscussed the proposed bond 

lssue with 5oulé, Pllcher, and 5latter ln New Orleans on hls re­

turn to that clty late ln July. but these men vere reluctant to 
70 

aet as agente tor oakemith's plan ln New Orleans. As a matter 

of fact, these men went to Nicaragua to make their ovn arrange­

ments tor a bond leaue wlth Walker. They vere more Buecesatul 

tban ~kslJdth, tor the on17 Nlcaraguan bonds that were sold ln 
71

the Unlted States vere sold by these mene 

The bond leeue ot whleh OakBJD1. th vaa the negotlator had as 

lta avowed purpose nthe development ot the Repub11c ot Nicaragua, 

lta rlches and lta elementa,' but lte underlylng purpo8e vas te 

obtaln flnancial ald to carry out the war agalnst the Central 

69. Agreement between Franclsco Lalné and BenJamln Perklns, 
Worcester, June 23, 1856. Oaksmlth Papere, D. U. L. 

70. Appleton Oaksm1th to Wl111am Walker. Hew York, August 9, 
1856. oaksmith Papera, D. U. L. 

71., Scroggs, ~. ~., p. 210. 
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American Allies. The loan was to be tor ~2,OOO,000, and the bonds 

vere to be issued in various denominatlons. They vere to run tor 

twenty yeara wlth an 1nterest rate ot eeven per cent per annum 
',",1 

payable in lew York. SecurltT baoJtlng the bonda ·vas to be the 
i'1

credit of the N1caraguan government and plota ot land in Nicaragua 

to be divided among the bond boldere ir the bonds were not paid 

off in tbe twenty ¡ears that had been stlpulated. Oakemith, of 
72 course, was the negotiator ot the loan. 

When he returned to New York in September, Oaksm1th immediate­

11 began to seek the support of a reputab1e New York banking 

house to aid him in puttlng the loan forward. He requested an 
73

interviev wi th Duncan Sherman and Company bankers and received 

an affirmative reply to the request, although he ~e unable to 

meet with the orficers of the banking house be~au8e of dlplomat1c 

business ln washlngton. 74 Perhaps it vas the failure oí Caksmlth 

to meet wlth the bankers that caused the tailure of the bond 18­

sue. aore reasonable la the fact tba. t the W'alker atar was on the 

wane in Nicaragua. snd a favorable moment tor the lssuance of the 
i 

bonda never came. Oakam1th wrote to Walker as late as November 
I 

that "reputable caplta11ata" vere eonsldering the issuance ol the 

72. Loan Decree ot the Government ol N1caragua, Granada, 
JuJ.y 22, 1856.. Cake,m!th Papera, D. U. L. 

73. Appleton Oaksmlth to Duncan Sherman and Company, New 
..York, September 22, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. 
'¡o

"i¡ 

74. Appleton OakEmith to Dunce.n Sherman and Company, Hew ; \ 

York, 5eptember 22, 1856. Oaks1l1th Papere, D. U. L. .1 
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bonda, and that the bonde had already been engraved, but all he 
75 

needed was a favorable moment to put them on the market. That 

favorable moment never came. 

'rhe fa11ure ot tbe proposed bond lssue caused the 10880r" 

many supplles to Walker. Oaksmlth ~s torced te cancel tbe con­

tracta he had made W1th Devoe tor the lUnié rifles, and l,jitb 

Hitchcock and Company tor the rifles, ammunltion, and other sup­

plles. oaksmlth also incurred persor~l 11abl11ty when the oon­

tracts vere not met, tor he had glven hlspersonal promlae that 

the agreements would be kept. ~hen" the propasad bond lasue 
76

failed, lt plunged Oakamith lnto desperate f1nanc1al stra1ts. 

Jhlswas defln1"tely one of the causes tor Oakamith' s break wl th 

Wal~er ln November. 

Oaksmith dld attempt to recoup some of the losses he had 8uf­

rerea, ter on December 1, 1856, he made a ~l,OOO,OOO contl~ct 

with General Jose Antonio Mez, the Venezuelan caudillo, who W8S 

attempt!ng to reestabllsh himself ln t~t country. 3y thls con­

traot Oaksmith hoped to establ1sh a market tor the guna and am­

mun1tion orlg1nally lntended for Walker, and consequentlY, to 

make up tor the loases he had lncurred by lnvolvlng himsel! with 

Walker. 7? Thls vas not the end at the atar¡ of Nlcaraguan fi­

75. Appleton Oaksm1th te Wl111am Walker, Nev York, November 
22, 1856. Oaksmith Papera, D. U. L. 

76. !bid. 

77. Agreement between Appleton Oaksm1th and Jose Anton10 
Páez, Nev York, December 1, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 
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nances, at 1east as tar as Oakamith ~as concerned. 

In March. ot 1879 tbe 8enate Commlttee on Nlcaraguan Clalma 

vas organlzed to conslder clalma ot cltlzene et the Unlted States 

aga1nat the Nlcaraguan governmen't. Oakami th tr1ed to selze' thls . 

opportunlt1 to get back some at the money he had lost in bis ven­

ture ln 1856. On rmrch 17, 1879, he wrote to the Commlttee: 

The underslgned W&s appolnted agent of the Nlcaraguan Gov­
ernment ln tbe Unlted States, and ln that capaclty made 1arge 
engagements tor arma, ammunltlon, and supp1les tor that Govern­
ment tor none of whlch have payments ayer been made, an~ tor 
whlch the cltlzens of the Unlted states hold claims agalnst N1c­
aragua. The undersigned W8S a190 accredlted B Mlnister Plenipa­
tentIary from NIcaragua to the Unlted Stetes, but ln consequence
of hls belng a cltlzen of the Unlted States was net recelved in 
that capaclty although recognlzed as the Agent of that Repuh11c. 

There are clalms of cIt1zens of the Unlted Statee agalnst 
the Government of Nicaragua of whlch 1 have cognlzance as fol10wa, 
vlz. 

Under the R1vas adminlstratlon for over $100,000. 
Under the Wa1ker adminlstratlon tor over ~300,OCO. 

He continued that ln splte ot the fact that governments ln Nlca­

ragua alter W&lker' s tal1 ln 1857 had annul1ed the c1alma on the 

Walker reglme. the clalma were atll1 valld because the Walker gov­

ernment vas 0011 -de tacto ana de Jure Government ln Nlcaragua 

at tbat tlme.·?8 

Oaksmlth never recelved any remuneratlon ln 1879 for the 

fruita of his labor lD 1656. ela1ms such as the one put torward 

by James Devoe. who hoped to get e~me ~~alms payment on the basla 

of the unprof1table contracts he had made wltb the Wa1ker govern­

78. Appleton Oakamlth to the Honorable Commlttee on Nlcaraguan
Clalms, Hollywood, March 17, 1879. Oaksm1th Papers, D. U. L. 
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79ment fer arma and ammunltlen, may have caused the Senate com­

mlttee to become susplclous. and ultlmately to diea1low all of 

the c1alms put forward by thoae who vere assoclated wlth W&lker. 

Perhaps lt vas the lack 01 suata1ned work by the lawyera who vere 

retalned by Oaksmlth to prosecute the o1alms that ultlmate1y re­

sulted ln hls fallure to obtain sny clalm payment at 811. 80 In 

any event, after a year oí hope tbat he might get some flnancla1 

rel~bursement for his 1856 actlvlties, Oaksmlth wrote te Alex­

ander Lawrence in May, 1880, that it anytbing was to be done 
81

about the clalms, lt had to be done quickly or not at al1. 

Nothlng was done, however, and Oaksm1th recelved no payment on 

the claims that he had put fOMlard. 

At present wrltlng the clalms are st!ll belng sought. Oak­

emlth t s daughters, Dorothy and Geraldlne, are stl11 attemptlng 

to obtaln somethlng out 01" thelr father1a venture, but 11tt1e 

has been done to see that thelr clalms are put forward ln the 

most fa.vorable 11ght.82 

?9. A. Plke to James Devoe, New York, Aprl1 6, 1879. Oak­
smlth Papera, D. U. L. 

80. Appleton Oaksmith to Wl111am Arthur. Hollywood, February 
8, 1880. oaksmlth Papere. D. U. L. 

81. Appleton Oaksm1th to Alexander Lawrence. Hollywood, May
29, 1880. Oakamlth Papera, D. U. L. 

82. In a conversatlon wlth the two 'daughters on Apr11 12, 
1952, the wrlter learned that they are ati11 seeklng some set­
tlement trom the government on these c1alma, but the vrlter l s 
op1nlan la that the aleters are being -fleeced D by an uneth1ca1 
laW1er. 
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dy the m1ddle oí ~ovember of 1856 Oatem1th hed become d1s­

aatisfled vith the whole Walker affair. In N1caragua Walker met 

vlth llt.'~le 8uoce•• and,Dluch adver81t,.., Hlsbattles wlth.the,' 

CelltJ"&lrAaerloall'>Allle8: were lo.1Jlg.~.,one••..even tbough;:he .had. "'., 

torced thelD to w1 thdrav :trom Granada, the Jlicaraguan capital. On 

November ? the tranalt v.as cut b1 the Allles when they occupled 

San Juan del Sur, and 11ttle outslde ald could be rendered to 

Walker wben this vas aceompllshed. 

In Ne~ York, Oaksm1th was torced to c~ncel contracta whlch 

he had made tor guns and ammunltlon because of the lack of ade­

quate f1nanoial support. Lawrence had reslgned as head of the 

Nlcaraguan Emigratlon Agency ~nd was presslng Oakemith tor money 
83that vas due hlm. Morgan and Garr1aon had become lnvolved 1n 

a su1t over tbe Translt Company w1th Vanderbllt, and the f1nan­

cler vas finall, gettlng his revenge. Newapaper accounts ot 

"ialker' s exploits ln lUcaragWl vere less glowlng and ottentlmes 

very depressing.84 

On Noveaber 22 Oaksm1th wrote a letter to tfallter in 1Ihlch he . 

alred bis 1Dal11 grle'9'ances. It 18 hlghlj" lndlca~iY. ot "Oaksmltb t s 

111 teellng toward·Yal-ker aDd 81'te•. lo.e ln~loat1ol1 at the reaaons 

tor bis dropplng, hls aotl'tltlea 00- _lker t 8 behalt". '!'be le'tter 

to "alker stated tbat oakefD1 th bad done a great deal to rurther 

'é3.- Alexander'lAvrence to Appleton Oakamith, Hev York, No­
vellber 20, 1856. oak.amlth Papera, D. U. L. 

84•. See above, p. 85. 
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the Aalker cause. He had acquired cantidence tor the govern­

ment securltles, made a large number ot contraota tor badly 

needed� supplles, and had eecured three men trom a reputable bank­

'"� lng hauee as negot1a.tors tor the bond lssue. He had organl~ed a 

recrultlng system and had secured intluences t~~t would have as­

certalned hls aeceptanoe as Mlnister frem Nicaragua. !he letter 

a180 polnted out that he had put all of hls own money into the 

Walker cause and had 1ncurred twlce the amount he had put in from 

hls own pocket)( in debts a.nd bll1s to supp1y houaes. He re­

quested money from Walker and flnally wrote: 

No one� man or body of men aball wIth impunlty undertake to sully 
the fair record oí my conneotlon ....J1 th the cause of Nicaragua. If 
1 abandon lt 1 do so fairly and squarely and honorably--if oir­
cumstances should induce me to contlnue wlth lt, 1 shall lnslst 
upon the fullest Justlce beIng done to all my aetlons.85 

For al1� practIcal purposes, thls letter endad Oaksmith's connec­

tion wlth ~~lker. Although he appeared ln a mass meetIng in New 
86York on December 20 en tmlker's behalf,. his contract on Decem­

ber 1 with Páez torthe guns and ammunltion, that had been origi­

naIly lntended tor ~1alker, demonstrated hls d1sattectIon. 

Thus the walker movement lost one of its most avid eupport­

era. Oaksmith had worked as supply and recruitlng agent tor 

i'lalker. He had also worked as fInancier and diplomat, achlevlng 

some success. He had succeeded ln negotiatlng many contracta 

85. Applet,on Oaksmith to Wll11am Walker, New York, November 
22, 1856. oaksmith ~pers, D. U. L. 

86. ~ York Herald, December 20, 1856. 
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tor badIy needed supplies, desplte the fact that he had no money 

to work ."I1th and had to rely on cred1t, procises of a Nicaraguan 

bond lssue, and his personal recemmendatlon that the goods would 

be pald tor ln tulle He sent some recrults to Nicaragua, and al­

most secured recognltlon ter the Yalker reglwe in August of 
87

1856.

~bether Oa~smith was a suceess or fallure 15 not as signifl­

cant as the fact tr~t through the actlvltles of one man, a deep­

er lnslgb-t can. be ottained into the difficu.l t1es faced by "¡lll1cer 

suppcrters in the Unlted 5tates. 3y traclng Oaksmlth's actlvltles 

throu.:;;h the monthE ~Ihen he ldas workin¡; tor ':lalker in Ne'.i York 

and ~'!ashi!lf;tcn. a clearer p1cture of fl1iJ:uster xethods and tech­

niques c~n be gained. 

87. For a tull account of caksmith's dlplomatlc activitles 
see chapter V, pp.10l-121. 



Chapter V� 

A FILIBUSTER DIPLOMAT� 

8ince October of 1855, when walker landed in Nicaragua, fl1i­

buster diplomacy had but one alm--recognition of the new regime 

in Nicaragua by the Unlted States. Except for one brief moment 

this alm was never realized. At almost every JunctureJobstacles 

were placed ln the way of Nicaraguan diplomats which vere impos­

sible te surmount and over which these diplomats had no control. 

Nevertheless, the rutile and frustrating attempts ef walker's 

minlsters to secure recognltlon cast light on American poliey 

that vas far more lmportant than the mere attitude of the United 

8tates towards tillbuster, reglmes. Alao lmportant ls the fact 

that the tailure ol Walker' s dlplomacy vas decisive ln the ulti­

mate collapse of h1s plan for a Central American empire. 

Diplomats sent by Walker had to contend vith such thlngs as 

the opposltion of the Central American dlplomats, the Dallas­

Clarendon negotiations, and the contrivances ol many of the South 

[101] 
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Amerlcan countrles. The choice ot unrel1able, self-seek1ng, and 

more otten than not, lnexperlenced dlplomatl0 leaders aleo con­

trlbuted to the downfall ot lUcaragua I s attemp'ts to be recognlzed. 

lnab1l1t7 of Walker te achlev8 decls1ye a111tary victories over 

the Rlvas tactlon withln the eountry or oyer the Central American 

.A1l1es on Nlcaragua' s bordera, or to establ1sh a reg1me ln his 

country that vaa not on a precarlous tootlng contrlbuted greatly 

to the fallure ot ti11buster dlplomacy. Before eonslderlng Oak­

smlth's actlvltles as ~lker's Minl.ter to the Unlted States and 

before 88eking the reasons tor the tal1ure of tl11buster dlplom­

acy ln more detall, Nicaraguan-Amerlcan relations before Oak­

smlth's appo1ntment need some ana1ys18. 

V.hen W8.1ker landed in NIcaragua and accompllshed hls coup ~ 

malo over the Estrada or legltlmlst government in Nicaragua, the 

Unlted 5tates vas placed ln an anomalous posltlon. On the one 

hand the United States could not contlnue to recognlze the Es­

trada Government as the leglt1mate one, tor 1t -s no longer 

ln power and was oby1ously a -paper attaIr.*
1 

In 1ta ovn lnter­

est tbe UnIted 5tates vould haye been more lnollned to dlscon­

tlnue 1ta recogn1t1on ol the Estrada Government Mln1ater ln wash­

ington, Sellor Marcoleta. &s Wallter vas loolted upon by many as the 

representatlve ot Amerlcan lmperial lnterests ln Central Aaerica. 

On the other band to sever relatlons w1 th Estrada could be 1nter­

preted as meanlng that the ott1cial polic)" of the Un1ted States 

l.. Scroggs, 2.P.• .5.ll., p. 165. 
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was te encourage Walker. 
2 

No steps were taken by the Un1ted 

Statee tolohange the status guo •. Marco1eta remalned ln Washlng­

ton desplte the ta11, ln.tact, ot the government he represented, 
·, .. ,t·o. and the queatlon maBy people asked late ln 1855 and early ln 

1856 vas: From whom daea he rece1ve hls d1spatches and to whom 

daee he send hls13 

~lker vas not idle. In order te ereate an alternative gov­

ernment tor the lfnlted Btates ta recagnlze and ln the hope of 

changlng the status gua ln b1s favor, Walker sent a M1nlster to 

the Unlted Statea, a Mr. Parker Frenoh, wham one vrlter polnts 

aut "would haTe been wear1ng telonte str1pes it he had recelved 
4

hls Just dues.· French arrlved ln Washington ln December, 1855., 

request1ng a pre11m1nary 1nterv1ew w1th Secretary ol State Marcy 

befare he presented h1s oredent1als, obVious1y hoplng te make 

some klnd ol deal w1th Maroy.5 Maroy replled thBt untll such 

t1me as the peop1e ot N1caragua demonstrated thelr approval oí 

walker and h1s soheme, ·he could not see b1s vay clear to recelve 
6

French, and there vas no need tar a pre11Jl.1na17 co~erence. In 

2. Scroggs,~. s!!., pp. 165-166. 

3. Estrada had set up a government ln a remate dlstrlct ot 
Nlcaragua that he cla1med ta be the legal government. Perbaps
thls vas the gaTerlUllent to whom Marc01eta sent h1s dlspatohes. 

4. Scroggs, 2,2,. ,g!l., p. 166. 

5. Wll11aDl R. Mann1ng, D1plo_t1c Corres ndence ol the 
Un1ted States Intar-Amerlcan Atfairs l8~3~1--l~8~6~O~~1~2=-Yo~1S7,-wash-
1ngtan, 1934} , IV, 496-497. ­

6. Mannlng,.9.2. ill. , IV, 80 • 

..--._-------------------------­
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the meant1me, Marcoleta bad become more prom1nent than eVer. At 

a Whlte House reoeptlon on New Year's Day. 1856, he recelved a 

great deal oí attentlon trom the d1plomats that vere there, es­

peclall,. those mo wlahed to h1 t at -manl1'est destlny· as repre­

sentad by Walker ln Nlcaragua.? 

Untortunately tor Nlcaraguan dlplomacy and tor Freneh, l~lk­

era s m1nlster vas exposed as a rogue ot the :flret order. He was 

arrested tor torglng letters ot credlt on a western trlp ln 1850 

and tor duping several Texas merchanta w1th them. 
8 

Th1s boded 

111 tor sny attempt that m1ght be made tor recognltlon by French. 

Obvlously he had become od1eus to man)" et the American people. 

French wlthdrew his second request tor recognitlon on JanQary 18 

because ef h1s arrest, 9 but on February 5 he addressed Maray 

aga1n asking to be rece1ved. Aga1n he was retused.10 Thls was 

the last ot French's dlplomatlc actlvltles, and he went to Naw 

Orleans to enllst sympathy tor the Walker cause ln tbat clty. 

Wa1ker's ohoioe to rep1ace Frenoh vas Padre Agustín V1Jl1, 

a Nlcaraguan olerle who has been desorlbed as ·endolfed v1 th a 

splendld mamary and 1nte1lect, gracetUl de1ivery, unctuous, pene­

tratlng volee," and masslve ph181que.·ll On Ma1 14 he presented 

7. !!!. ~..§!!!!., January 3, 1856. 

8. Scroggs, .5UZ,. ~., p. 168. 

9. Manning, 2,2. ill·, IV, 503-504. 

10. Hannlng, 22,. ill.., IV, 81. 

11. Quoted ln Soroggs, F1l1bustera ~ Flnanoiers, p. 172. 



105 

hls credentla1s to l~roy and stated: 

M1 Government deslres to malntaln by dlplomatlc lntercours8 the 
gooa trlendsh1p that alvaya un1ted N1caragua to th1s great Repub­
11c on every ground, and eapeclal17 because the great hlghway be­
tween the tvo oceans .. tbat 18 equally 1ntereatlng to these Statea 
and to Nicaragua, ls embraced V1thln tbe borderaot the latter.12 

The next day V1Jll NaS reoelved, and ln hls message to Congress 

concernlng the reeognltlon P1eree explalned that recognlt1on was 

accorded ln order that satlstaetory arrangements mlght be made 

to keep the trans-lsthmlan highway open. Sinee 1t "las neeessary 

to keep the lnter-oceanl0 hlghway unobstruoted, recognltlon had 

to be extended to some government ln Nioaragua.As ;i!alker l s gov­

ernment was the on1y one ln exlstence, lt was the one that ~s 

reeognlzed. 13 

Reoogn1t1on produced diverse reaetion. The ~ York Tr1bune 

wrote: 

Th1s movement reflecta ored1t nelther on our Government nor 
lta Executlve head. It la d1ctated by the exigencles ot the 
candidate, not by the cODvlctlona ot thé Presldent or the re­
qulrementa ot pub11c duty. • •• It has been done too late tor 
Clnclnnat1--too soon tor Hiatory.14 

Another New York paper "rote ol recognl tlon ln a dlrrerent llght. 

12. Mannlng, 22- .2!l., IV, 527. 

13. Nlchols~ ~_ ~., p. 463. 

14. ~ York 'lrlbune~ .y '16, 1858~ 
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We hope that when Mr Marcoleta wrltes his tale oí' woe, he 
v111 begln by 1nforming the d1plomatle eorpe, and the drest oí' 
mank1nd w ot what Go'Yernaent In N1caragua he ws Mlnlster, when 
sb.oved out oí' the dlplomatlc olrole. and a1so vhat Government he 
ha. been repreaent1ng the laat 81x or e1ght months.15 

The explanatlons'of why Pieree extended recognltlon are 

varled. Scroggs polnt s out tbat the predomlnant reason tor 

Pieroels extenslon ot reeognlt1on was po11tlcal. Be11ev1ng that 

reoognitlon would be a strong factor ln securing his nominatlon 
16 

at C1nolnnatl ln June, Pleroe deoldad to recelve V1Jl1. An­

other exp1anatlon that has been put í'orward la that Plerce vas 

puahed lnto recognltlon by men sueh as Stephen A. Doug1as and 

A1exander Stephene and newapapers sueh as the New York Hera1d.17 

The most elgnltlcant reaeon tor VIJ11'e receptlon has oeen 

polnted out by Mary Wl1he1mlna Wl111ams who takes the posltlon 

that Pleree reeognlzed V1Jl1 as a eounter-move agalnst the Brlt­

lsh, who had eo1d two thousand muskets to Costa Rloa tor 1 te war 

on W81ker.18 In vlew oí' the Crampton attalr and the antagonlsm 

ex1stlng between Great Brltaln and the Unlt&d States ln May oí' 

1856, thls lnterpretatlon certaln1y bears great conslderatlon. 

The New York San sarcast1ca11,. obserYed' on May 10 tbat Lord 

elarancion ot the Br1tlsh Fore1gn Orrlce had glven bis tullest as­

suranoe ot 81Dlpath1 and had expreased varm approval ot the oon­

15 • !!!!.!2.!:!.!!!!!.. Ha1 16~ 1856. 

16. Sorogg8~ 22- 2!!., p. 173. 

17. Nlcho1s,.2J2.• .m., p. 462. 

18. Mary w. Wl11lams, Ang10-Amerlcan Isthmanlan DIQlomacy 
:],815-1915 (\lIashington, 1916), pp. 211-212. 
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centratlon of troops on the Nlcaraguan trontler. 19 Desplte the 

motives underlying P1erce's recognitlon, Vljll was receiYed, and 

tor the moment, Walker' B dlplomatlc alms had reaahed tultl11ment. 

In .p1te of reoogn1tlon, the.dlp1omatle water. were.troub1ed 

tor walkerJs Mln1ster, and the Padre encountered no 11ttle dlt­

flculty ln his new post. Irlsarrl, Guatemalan and 5alvadorlan 

Mlnlster to the Unlted States, and ~~llna. Costa Rlcan chargé 

d t atfalres 10 the United stetes, made strong protests to Marcy 

about VIJ11's reoognltlon. Irlsarrl protestad, among other 

things, that "1n the aot ot v-Talker and h1s rollowers, there 16 

hardlY to be seen the character of auxl11arles of a Nlcaraguan 

party, but slmp1y the che.racter and all the acts et usurpera whe 

baye abused the oontldenee of those who ealled them to thelr as­

slstance.-20 Mollna protested that recegnltlon saoctlened the 

crlm1nal acta of fillbusters ln Nlcaragua and lnduced them to 
21 perservere ln their 11legal enterprlse. Even Marcoleta, the 

22wdlplomat without a ceuntry,- reglstered a protest. Other 

Latln-Amerlcan diplomats lD Washlngton J01ned ln theae protests 

and vent 80 far as to draw up a treaty of alliance tbat would op­

pose Walker. i'hls treat1 was sent out to the variOUB Soutb Amer­

lean countr1es for ratltlcatlon. although 1t wa8 never put lnto 

19. !!!!! York ~. Hay lO, 1856. 

20. Mannlng, a· 2.ll., IV, 532. 

21. Mannlng, ~. ill..• IV, 535. 

22. Soroggs, 2:2.. g,U.., p. 175 •. 

- - ...... .".. "­~ ~- _
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23 
e~fect. 

V1J11 also met oppos1tlon trom the adm1nletratlon. Atter his 

receptlon. an attltude 
'. 

ot ~studled 
.... :. 

co1dneas-
" 

met 
• 

b1m on a11 aldea • 
• __ .k _.. • . 

V1Jl1 waa even ahunned by the Cathollc olerles ln the United _. 

8tates. and lt vas reported that an lncldellt wltb a Baltlmore 

pr1est caused hlm to be .dlsgraced, and ultlmately to g1ve up h1s 
24

Job as Nicaraguan Mlnister to the Unlted States. 

On June 23 V1Jll 1eft 1;!ash1ngton tor New York. The next day 

he Bet sal1 tor Nicaragua. The New York Herald wrate a tew weeKS 

1ater: 

It la understood that the Padre W111 not return to the Unlted 
5tates, ií he can help bimsel!. He 18 an eccleslastlc: his lite 
has heretofore been a qulet and studlous one, and he ls deslrous 
ot returning te h1s prlestly dutles. lnstead of attendlng to the 
excitlng dutles of a Minleter Plenlpotentlary at Washlngton.25 

Thls was the scene lnto which Oaksmith stepped ln August of 1856. 

Oaksmlth had 1ett New York on the sama boat as V1Jl1 ln June, 

1856. ~e had reached Nicaragua early ln J'uly in tlme to take 

part ln Waller' 8 inau.guratlon ln that month. Wh11e ln Nlcarasua 

he received the tltle, Min1ster Plen1potent1ary trom Nlcaragua to 

tbe United States and Spealal Agent 01 Nicaragua ln the Un1ted 

States, ando on Jull 16 left Nicaragua tor Ne. Orleane. He reached 

23. Serogge,~. ~., p. 175. 

24. !!!!!!2.!:!. Sun. June 19, 1856. 

25. ~~ Hera1d•. Jul1. 12, 1856. 
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that clty late in July and after spendlng several days there. de­

parted tar Washlngton. 

Oak.smlth arrlved-ln washlngton on August 2 and iDlmediatelY got 

ln touah wlth John Quitman, the ex-tl11buster, who was now eerv­

ing as a member af the Rouse of Representatives trom Mlssisslppl. 

Qultman, who had been lnformad ol Oaksmlth t s comlng, had arranged 

a canference with Pieree ter Auguat 3 te discUS8 the matter of 

Oaksmlth's reception. 
¡ 
The oonterence between the three men 

E;0ved to be unsucceseful as far as Oaksmith was concerned. He 

wrote abeut the conterence: ItThe Presldent's attltude deemed lt 
26 necessary to deter presentation et the credentials.* Leaving 

Qultman as his intercessor, Daksmith left tor New York to attend 

to his dutles as Special Agent f'or Nica.ragua. 

Befare his departure, oaksmith left with Qultman a memorandum 

setting forth s~ principal reasons and argumente tar hls recog­

nltlon. (1) V1J11 had been reeognlzed as the oft1c1a1 representa­

ti ve of Nl caragua ln the Un! t ed States. Tbl s reoognl tion had 

cOlle vh11e the Rlvas vas ln power. (2) The wallter government 

was the only legal adm1nJ.stratlon 1n Nicaragua .. 88 the RiTaS 

gavernment had fallen by fair and legal elect10n to Walker. (3) 

At the present t1llle, Walker"s goverlUlent vas the onl)" government 

·1n tact and ln lav.· (4) '!'he tact that the N1caraguan Govern­

Blent had reeognlzed Wheeler. Amer1can M.inister ln tha t country. 

placed relat10Ds between the Unlted States and Nicaragua on a 

26. Entry ln Official and Private Records ot the Legatlon af 
Nicaragua, Washington, August 5, 1856. Oaksmlth Papera, D. U. L. 
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frlendly basle in Nlcaragua t and there seemed to be no reason why 

these trlendly ~elat1ons could not be malntalned 1n toe Un.1ted 

States. (5) The Un1ted stateaha4 reoognlzed V1Jl1· a8 H1nlster 

t~ the Un1ted states, and noth1ng had been dona to change thls re­

1ationshlpt even arter the s?ll t betwe.en \:alkr,r and Hlvaa In iUc­

aragua. (6) 7he lntereste of the Unlted ~tates woulc be better 

served by Nlcaragua' s opposltlon to "Europea.n establishment ol 
'?:l

interests tind prlvlleges, part1cularly on the ~~squlto Coast. n 

;';slng these reasons to enforce h1s arguments, Q.uitm(~.n ar­

mnged severol conterences ,d tb Pierce tar the purpose of dls­

cusning oaksmith's recognltlon. Qu1tman's representatlons seem 

to bave boen succ8ssfu1, tor on August 13 he telegraphed oaksmlth 

to come to washington 1mmedlately to present h1a credentlals. 28 

Two daya latar they vere presented to .1aroy.29 

~en Oakemith presented them. be alBO inc~uded & letter to 

P1aree frolD *lJter. \\allter pre8W1lptuously vrote: ttGod grant a 

contlnuance ot happ1' harmony, between two s1ster Repub11os, 

11nked in the same cont1nental oauae. a30 Oaksm1th wrote almply 

tilat he wlshed to be intormed ot the tIme ot hls recept10n. oon­

27. Memorsndum, Appleton Oaksm1 th to John Qultman, '4shlng­
ton, August 5, 1856. Oaksm1th Papera, D. U. L. 

28. Entry ln ortlcls1 and Prlvate Records ot the Legatlon af 
N1caragua. Nev York, AugUBt 13. 1856. Oakamlth Papere. D. U. L. 

29. Mannlng• .2l!. clt •• IV. 566. 

30. ~11l1aDl i'Jalker to Frankl1n P1erce. Granada. July 16, 1856. 
OaksliÜ th Pap¡re, r. U. L. 
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tldent that recognltlon would be aocorded hlm. 31 Maroy nelther 

accepted or retused Oaksmlth but 1eft the matter ln a state ot 

suspenslon. The two men conterred on Auguet 19,but agaln "noth­

lng waa deolded. Flnally. on August. 21, OaksmItb wrote requeat­

ing a definlte answer te hIs request ter recognltlon. Tbe time 

he had spent in Washington waltlng tor Marcy's reply had caused 

hlm a great deal or lnconvenlence, wrote Oaksmlth. and 111ness 
'>1 y 32in his famlly made lt neeessary tor him to leave tor •• ew -ork. 

The Secretary of State etil1 remained non-com~al. He stated 

that Plerce was not yet prepared to recelve hlm or to decIde as 

to the erricacy oi recognlzing ~klker's new Mlnlster. 33 

Oakam1th had become lndlgll2.nt oVer the delar in actlng on 

his credentlals. but he had the pereeptlen to see that lt wae the 

Brltish-Amerlcan negotlatlons over Central Amerlea that rea11y 

caused the delay. Proceedlng along a ditterent tack than he bad 

tolloved in prevlous notes, Daksmlth bluntly declared that N1c­

aragua would not reoognl~e anr treatIes made between torelgn gov­

ernments oVer terrltory whlch N1caragua clalmed. He further 

sta~ed tbat Nicaragua st111 beld ola1a to the controYers1al Mos­

qulto Coast tro. Cape Graolas a D10e to- the 80uthern bank ot the 

Colorado Rlver wlth Buen modltloat1one as could be decIded be­

tveen Nicaragua and Costa Rica. He aontlnued: -1 811 empovered 

31. Mannlng,~. ~._~ IV, 568., 

32. Hannlng. 2,2. 2!l., IV, 566-567. 

33. Mannlng. 2R,- ill.., 1". 567. 
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by my government to treat upon these questlons. and am led to be­

lelve (slc] that a tall snd dlstlnct understandlng or the posl­

tlone ot all partles 1n lnterest I vould lead to thelr apeedy, 
34amlcable and satlstaotory' settlement.· Oakllllth vas obV1ously 

hlttlng at .the rumore concernlng the Dallas-Clarendon negotlatlons 

and the incluslon oí a Honduran mln1ster ln the talks. but his at­

tempts to be lncluded ln the talka falled. Agaln. nothlng was 

done to clear up the questlon of Oaksmlth J s receptlon. 

rJhlle he was attemptlng to obtaln recognltlon. Oaksmlth also 

attempted to take charge of the Nlcaraguan Legatlon ln New York 

whlch had been dlrected by Jobn Helss slnce V1Jl1's departure. 

~ihen on September 1 oaksmlth asked the charg~ d t affalres to hand 

the legatlon over to hlm,35 Helss retused on severa1 grounds. He 

malntalned that he cou1d not turn the 1egatlon over to Oakemi th 

untl1 he bad been recognlzed. Aleo, the lnterests of Nlcaragua 

vould be Jeopardlzed by the suspenslon ot the 1egatlon before 

OaksJIll th W8S reoelved. He dld, however, state tbat he wou1d be 

glad to help 08ksalth prlvately or ottlcla1ly, and that the ar­

ehlves ot the 1ega'tlon vere open to hlm at a11 tlmes. 36 Helss' 

&S Jo1ned by Morgan~ oerr18on, Gazneau, and otheJ'" trlenda ot 

Walker ln the' Un1 ted' Stat•• ln the teellng that Oak.mlth should 

not be glvencontrol ot the legatlon untll he .as reaognlzed. 37 

34. Mannlng,,22. m.., IV, 570..571. 

35. AppletoD Osksmlth to John Helse, New York, September 1, 
1856. QakaDl1th Papere, D. U. L. 

36. Jobo Belss to App1eton Oaksm1th, New York, September 4, 
1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. 

37. Appleton Oaksmith to Wl11lam Wa1ker, Nev York, 3eptember 
9, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. 
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This vas undoubted11 the wisest course as Heles was the appointee 
;~.

'';\'� ol V1J 11 and the on1111nk wltb the Unltea statee government atter 

V1Jll bad.4epar'e4.
, "., .. -'� ,... .,.. , ~ -... . 

It ma1 baTe been Jealous1 tbat motlvated Heies to be hostl1~ 

towa.rd Oaksmlth. Late ln June a Rew York new8paper reported that 

Helse, Mthe shrewd, actlve* and practical go-ahead man." mlght 
38 soon be� appolnted ln V1Jll'e plaoe. Helss only' recelved the 

post oi� charg& ~tatta1re8, hewever, 2nd lt was Oakamlth whe ob­

tained the appolntment as Minlster trom N1caragua te the Unlted 

Statee. 

The atfair with Heiss and conoern over r~cognltlon caused 

Oaksmith 2 great deal et anx1ety. To add to these dlfflcult1es 

he received lntormat1on that the Rivas tactlon ln Nicaragua had 

declded te acoredit Irlsarrl as 1ta M1n1eter to the Unlted States~9 

Thls gave lrisarrl tbree ~euntrle8 to represent, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, and now Nicaragua. The neva ot Irlsarr1's belng ac­

credlted d1d not bother oakam1 ~h. He· oontldent1y vrote to Walker: 

11 am behind the scenes and watoh and d1rect eTer1th1ng," and 
40that the sendlng ot & ltR1v&a JIIlD' would cauae' him 11ttle concern.

The &8s8rt10n by OakBll1th tbat he vas beh1nd the acenes and 

could watch and dlrect 8Teryth1ng vas untounded. Ifwo days atter 

38. Ne" York Herald, June 28, 1856. 

39. Irlsarri va8 Dot ott1c1al17 accredl ted untl1 October 16, 
but Oaksmith heard ot the move in early 5eptember .. 

40. Appleton Oaksmlth to W111iam Walker, Ne" York. September 
11, 1856. oaksmitb Fapers, D. U. L. 
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he had made tbis assertlon to Walker, on September 13 .. Maroy 

wrote to Oaksmlth. In th1s note the Secretar¡ ot Stc..te pertunc­

torl17 deolare(}: ~In Viev ot _.the pres8Dt cond1tlon ot polltlcal 

affalre ln Nloaragua" the Pres1dent ·has come to the conclus1on 

not te recelve "JOU as a dlplomat1c representatlve troro that State 

to the Government ef the Unlted States. M41 Oaksmlth added a 

postacrlpt te hls attempts at recegnltlon when he asked ato be 

informed ~hether the Govarnment oí the Unlted States has been ln­

fluenced to th1s determination by any conslderatlon of an obJec­

tiona~ e persona e rae er regar ng ~ .~rcy cur 1~l 1 ha t d1 Nvse1f."42 u tI 

replied that no explanatlon was necessary except to the Gevern­
43 

ment that had aalted to have hl:n reoelved. 'l'hls ended Oaksmlth l s 

dlplomatlc actlvltles. 

There vere several reseons tor Oaksmlth l s non-recognltlen. 

The attacks en Walker's reglme by the Central American dlplomata, 

Irlsarrl and I!o11na, have already been po1Dted out. Thelr at­

tacks pointed out that the ~1alke'r reglme vas not the ~ Jure gov-: 

ernment ln Nlcaragua, and for thls reason hls mlnlsters ehould 

not be recognized. These attaoks bave some signIficanoe ln de_ .. 

terJD1nlng wy Oaksm1th tal1-ed to be recelved. but tar more 1m­
I 

portant than any other factor ln causlng the 1'aI1ure 01' 1'111­

buster dlplomao¡ 1f8.S that recogn1 tion 01' Nicaragua under Wa1ker 

41. Nanning, gR.- ~•• IV. 86. 

42. Mannlng, 22. ~., IV, 572. 

43. Mannlng,~• .2.U,.; IV, 87. 
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was concerned with the Anglo-American power contllet over Cen­

t ra1 Americe. 

The ~ York ~ or Hay 18, 1856, gaye some ·lndlcatlon ot 

American teellng on Brltlsh encroaohment in Central Amerlea. It 

observed: 

F'or yeare the great aim of Brltish polley in Central Amerlca has 
been to obtain a oontrollinfi lnfluence ln al1 the Central Ameri­
can,3tates. Englandts aggresslon in tbat quarter has been 
steadily pursued, wlth the vlew of strengthenlng her polltical
power and brlnging undar her control the most aYailable routes 
to the Paclflc. She has robbed Hondur~s, intrigued ln Guatemala, 
intlamed the envy and ambition of Costa Rica, dictated to Nica­
ragua, setting up pretensiens te the ~osqulto Coest, and se17ing
the on11 Nlcaragua port on the Atlantic slde, and now ahe ls en­
deavoring by covert ~eans t~ crush the democratic party ln Nica_ 
ragua because tbat party has always expressed ita preterence tor 
the United States. 44 . 

As has alreaay been recounted, VIJ11 t s receptlon vas a result of 

American deslre to get revenge on the Britlsh tor rurnlshing the 

Costa Rleans wlth arme and ammunltlon. demonstrating tbat antag­

onlsm detinitely ex1eted ln Central Amerlea. The crampton af­

talr had aleo serTed to lnflame the Unlted 5tates,. as John Cramp­

ton, English Mlnlater to the Unlted States, .had been aecused oi 

recrultlng tor the drltlsh armles 1n the Unlted 5tates. 45 At tbe 

tlme Oaksmith was Beek1ng recognitlon. negotiatlons had begun be­

tween the Unlted Btates and Great Britaln to sett1e dltterences, 

prlnoipally over Central Amerlca. These negotlatlons vere. ot 

44. !!!! York 1!!!!!. MaY 16, 1856. 

45. The best study of tbe Crampton aftair ls R1chard ~. Van 
Aletyne, NJohn F. Crampton, Consplrator or Dupe?M 1h! American 
H1storlcal Revlev, XLI (1936), 493-502. 
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oourse, the Dallas-Clarendon talks. 

In order to clarl1'y the lssuea 1nvolved ln these talks, it 

18 neces8ary ,to. sketoh br~,f'ly.,hov tbe antagonlstlc sltuat10n 

e'Yolved ln Central AIler1~•. In 1848. Great Brltaln bad seized the 

Nlcaraguan port ot San Juan del Norte and had establlshed a pro­

teotorate over the Mosqulto Indlans along wbat had formerly been 

the coastllne oí Nlcaragua. Ostenslbly, the protectorate vas es­

tabllshed to protect the MOsqu1to k1ng trom the N1caraguans, but 

ln reallty the Brltlsh hoped to galo oontrol of the eastern ter­

m1n~s of the proposed Nlcaraguan oanal. The quest10n 01' the Bay 

lslanda and Bellze (Brlt1sh Honduras) and the Br1tlsh r1ght to 

these possesslons also vas ra1sed after the Brlt1sh had estab­

11shed them as a crown colony. !he Unlted States, ln 11eu of 

the ¡>lonroe Doctrlne, was opposed to Br1tlsh encroachment ln the 

Central Amerlcan area, although its attltude t01ll8.rd the Brlt1sh 
46 

vas, trom a broad polnt 01 viev, concl11atory. To settle these 

problema ln Central Amer1ca. the Clayton-Bulver treaty ot 1850 

vas slgned. 

The provls1ons ot the treatl proved to beamb1guou8 and open 

to dltterent lnterpretatlons. The treaty read tbat nelther ooun­

try vas to occupY, colonlze, or exerelse dom1n10n over an7 part 

01' Central Amerloa. C1ayton, the Amerlcan negot1ator, interpretad 

the proy1s1on as be1ng retroact1ve. Thls wou1d mean tbat the 

Br1tlsh would haye to glye up a11 ot tbelr protectorates and 

46. Perklns,!m_.!Ul., p. 19'7. 
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colonles ln the area. On the other hana, Bulwer, the Brl tlsh ne­

gotlator, dld not lnterpret the proV1s1on as belng retroactive, 

mak1ng lt unnecessary to g1ve up the proteotorate. 47 Even arter 

the algnlng of the treaty.dlttlcultlea st111 exlsted ln the Cen­

tral Amerlcan cockp1t. 

Further evente ln the area after 1850 bad served to sharpen 

the dltferences of the Un1ted States and Great Br1taln. In 1854, 

Greytown, the new name tor the N1caraguan port of San Juan del 

Norte, was bombarded by an Amerlcan sh1p, agaln helghtenlng the 

tenelon betveen the two countrles. ~~lkerle entry into Nlcaragua 

in 1855 was another event that servad to strain relatlone between 

the United States snd Great BrItain in the Central Amerlcan area. 

It became apparent that some sort ot agreement W8S necessary oon­

cernlng the area. 

To iron out these dlftlcultles, negotlatlons vere begun be­

tween George Dallas, Aaerlc~n Mlnlster ln London. and Lord C1ar­

endon ot the Brltlsh Forelgn Ottlce. The tbree prlnc-lpal ls8ues 

vere the rlght ol Great Brltaln to Belize. to the Bar 1s1anda off 

the coast ot Honduras, and to the proteotorate over the Mosquito 
48coaat. The Un1 ted State. vas wi111ng to recognlze the rlght ot 

Great Brltaln te Bellze. The Un1ted 8tatea va. a1so V1111ng te 

let Honduras and Great Brltaln settle the Say Islands lssue. A 

47. Rlchard Van Alstyne. -SntI ah Dlplomacy and the Clayton­
Bulwer Treaty, 1850-1860,· I!!!. Journal 2!. Modern Hlstory, XI 
(1939), 154-157. 

48. WI111ams, gJ!,. ~., pp. 226-227. 
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Honduran dlplomat, Herrán, Jolned the dlsou9s1ons for thIs pur­

pose, and thus on11' one problem real11 reulned. 'l'bat vall the 

questIon ot tbe MosquIto proteotorate, and lta aolutlon dld not 

appear dltflcult.4~ 

Desplte the relativ8 esee with whicb a settlement over the 

1-1osqu1to coast mIght be obtalned, W&lker t s presence ln .NIcaragua 

placed s great deal ot pressure on the Unlted 8tates g~vernment. 

Ir the Unlted 5tates rendered ofilcla1 recognltlon or gave of­

tlcial support to the walker oause, 1 t would be a demonstratlon 

of bad falth on the part 01" tbe Ull1ted States. It woUld also 

anow a deslre of the government to change the status guo ln 

Central Amerlea. Th1 B ln turn would maka the Brlt lsn more re­

luctant to glTe up thelr alalm on the Mosquito C08st, whlch they 

seemed ver¡ wl111ng to re11nquish. It vas ln thls sort ol dlp.. 

10matlc cl1mate tbat OAksm1 tb ws attellptlng to secure recog­

nltlon. 

Oakelll1th clearly understood wbr. he. had no suceeS8 ln obtalo­

lng recognltlon. On 5eptember 11 he notltled F.raín Ferrer, IUc­

araguan 8eoretar7 ot State, that -dellcate negotlatlons- de1ayed 

recognltlQn.50 On Septeaber23 atter he had been retused by 

Marcy. oakam1th wrote to Walker tbat negotlatlons between the 

49. WUllaJll8 aaserte that the Brltlsh w1ahed to be rld ot 
tbe troublesome Mosqulto TerrltorJ tor they vere on f11ma, 
Juridlcal ground ln obtalnlng the proteotorate ln the tlrst place. 
Vll11ams• .2,2. ~., p. 219. 

50. Appleton Clak8111th to Ferm!n Ferrer. Nev York, September 
11, 1856. Oaltsm1th ,Papera, D.. U. L. 
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Unlted 8tates and .Great Brltaln bad delaYed his receptlon. oak­

sDl1th gave other r.asons tor h1s not be1ng rece~ved. He maln­
•

talned tbat the Preaident1al campaignand the adJournment ot Con­

gresa combined wlth the bad neva ooll1ng out ot Nicaragua caused 

14arcy not tO'reoe1ve him. He emphaslzed, how8ver. that 1t was 

the Dallae-Clarendon talks that really oontributed to his non­
51

reoognitlofJ. 

¡t 18 sutt101ent to state that the Da11as-Clarendon ta1ks, 

ultlmately resultlng ln the Dallas-Clarendon Convention, never 

vere put lnto ettect, as the Conventlon vas deteated by the 

Un1ted States Senate ln 185? The taot remalns that these ne­

gotiatlons were golng on while Oaksmlth was attemptlng to secure 

recognltlon. Consequently, Dakamlth tal1ed 100 be recognlzed and 

to realize the alm ot Nlcaraguan dlplomacy. 

OaltsmJ.th was very 1rate over h1s tallure 100 obtaln reeog­

n1tlon.· The atl,l1oe ot his tb1nk1ng. 18 very vell 111ustra1oed ln 

a letter he vrote 100 walker ln Ootober. He advocated violent 

actlon against Honduras as the onJ.l' wa1" 100 obta1n a Jus't s8101o1e­

ment over boundar1' d18p'11oes wlth tha10 eoun1ory. He looked upon 

the agreement that had been made betveen Honduras and Great Brlt­

'áln and 10bat had been u.ne1oloDed by 10be Unlted States as -DIOre 
. , 

detrimenta1 to the intereste ot the Unlted Sta tes than 10bat abor­

1olon whlch they chrlstened ~Cla1ton and Bulver.'- Reallz1ng tha10 

Amer1can aequiesoenee in 10he Brlt1sh-Honduran agreement vas, ln 

51. Appleton OaksmI1oh to Wll~lam walker, Nev York, September 
23, 1856. Oaksmlth Papers, D. U. L. 
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ettect, a slap ln the tace te Walker and hls alma ln Nlcaragua, 

OAksmlth angrl1y vrote that lf the Un1ted statee dld agree te a 

tlnaJ. settlell8l1t oC the Central Amerlcan questlonJ the1 would be. 

turnlng the1r back on the Monroe Doctrine, puttlng an 1nseparable 

barrler between themselves and Americans ln Nicaragua, and eettlng 

tinal bcundar1es . to the natural expanslon ot her people. In a 

last word, he wrote: -Ir neeessary tor self-preservatlon, Nlca­
52

should conquer the states whlch oppoee lt. M Thls lastragua 

statement ot Oaksmlth on forelgn paller te11 on deat ears. for 

Walker vas hepelessly locked ln a llte and death etruggle wlth 

the Central Amerlcan aIlles and the R1vaa factlon wlthln Nlca­

ragua. 

The 111-suceess of the Wa1ker torces caused presa reactlon 

to be antagcnlstlc toward the Nlcaraguan cause. Very few news­

~pers gave Caksm1th's refusa1 by I.rcy an1 pub11c1t1 at al1, 

but the ~ York Da11t Tlmes obeerved: 

APPLETON OAI:SKI'lH has not been recel Yed though appolnted
regularly te succeed VIJ11 and relleve Hels8. But why not? 1 
baYe been unable to obtaln an7 satlsfaction theretor. Certalnl7 
no oftlcial step has been taken to w1thdraw PIERCE'S reoognitlon 
ot the Nloaragua GoverIlllent. lI17 then not reoelve OAKSMITH?53 

In October OaksJl1th wa8 rep1aoed bY' J'erm!n Ferrar. the for­

mer Secretar¡ ot atate tor Nloaragua. but Ferrer neTer presented 

« 

52. Appleton Oaksmlth to Wl111am Walker. Nev York, October 
13. 1856. Oaksmith Papera, D. U. L. 

53. ~ York Da11l Times, NoTember 29, 1856. 

-�



121 

-�

1� credentlals. and he accompllshed nathlng tor T"alker dlplamatlcal­

1y...'; I
In any� case. the actlV1t1ea ot Appleton Oaksmlth as a t111­[~ 

buster d1plomat glve an lndlcatlon ol tbe dlZtlcult1es that 

Walker's mlnlsters taced. More slgniflcant ls that through an 

analysls at tha affarts ot Oaksmlth to obtaln recagnltlon, a 

olearer ploture ot the .~glo-Amerlcan power oontllct in Central 

Amer1ca can be secured. Flnally, the fa1lure ot N1caraguan d1­

plomacy can be po1nted to as one explanatlon at why the Valker 

scheme� tor a Central Amer1can emp1re falled • 

• 
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BIBLIOGRAPBICAL NOTE� 

Tbe principal written aourees. printed and manuscrlpt. have 

been lncluded in the bibllography, but one ot the writer's most 

lmportant sourees of lntormatlon was conversatlons and lntervlews 

~lth those who had some knowledge of App1eton Oaksmlth. The most 

va1uab1e conversatlons were eonducted on Deeember 13, 1951, wlth 

Geraldine Oaksmith, and on Aprl1 12 and 13, 1952, ln Brooklyn, 

New York, wlth Dorothy Agrillo and Geraldlne Oaksmith. Other 

helptul intervlews were earrled on with Captaln l. J. Barney ot 

Manstield P~rk. North Caro11na. and Leslle Dav1s oi Beaufort, 

North Carolina. W1thout the lntormatlon offered by these peop1e, 

IDaoy int1mate tacts about OakIUl1~ts 111'e could not have been as­

oerta1ned. Recognlt1on ahould be glven to them as an lmportant 

aouree ot lntormatlon. 
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