











wac similar to the first and needs little anelysis.

At the close of the meeting & parade,made up of various of-
ficials of the meeting and pert of the orowd that had attended
the meeting,was begun. Led by Shelton's band, who, by even the
most forceful oritics of the meetings was admitted as furnishing
good music, the parade marched ur Eroasdway to the Metropolitan
Housé where the crowd stopped snd called for Padre V1iJil., ViJjil,
whom Walker had sent as Minlster to the Unlted States from Nica-
ragua, stepped out on the balcony and nede a few remarks in Span-
ish that Osksmlth interpreted for the crowd. After thils, the
parade contlinued a short way up Zroadway and dispersed.21

" This was the last large popular meeting on “Walker's bensalf

that was held in New Xork until December. Osaksaith, who had be-

come one of the leaders of the %Walker cause in Hlew fork, turned

his activities to other channels.

It was Oaksmith's acquaintance with Hajor George Hall that
led him into his participation in recruiting for the Walker cause
in Ricarasgua. FEarlier in the year many difflculties had been en-
countered by the recrulting office in New Yoik. John HMcKeon,
the Distrioct Attorney of New York, had challenged the legality
of the recruiting methods and attempted to prosecute many of

those who were golilng to Nlcaragua to ald walker.zz Vanderbilt,

'91. Ttia.

22. 3croggs, op. clt., pp. 140-148,
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who had furnished transportation on hils ships for the recrults
that Hall sent, became dlgaffected when Walker turned the charter
of the Transit Company over to Charles Horgan and Cornellus G&r
rison. It took sBix weeks for Morgan and Garrison to get the ships
running agaln, and 1ln these slx weeks many valuable recrults were
lost to Walker.zs

It was at the time that Vanderbllt lost control of the tran-

8it to Morgan and Carrison that Vanderbilt called a conference

with Oaksmith. In this conference Vanderblilt offered Oazksmith a

position on his shlpping firm,if Oaksmith would aid him in ruln.

ing the W“alker regime in Nlicaragua and in restoring the transit

to Vanderbllt's control. Oaksmith refused to take up the offer,

as he had already committed himself to the uWalker cause. He felt

that by throwing in his lot with Walker he would obtain some
prominence and importance in the Nicaraguan government, and to
Oaksmith thlis was more of an inducement than the financial re-
muneration that Vanderbilt had~orfered.2§

Appleton Oaksmith continued his recrulting activities, how-
ever, and found that his principal aid to Hall was advising pros-
pective recruits of possibilities in Nicaragua. Hall had placed
much of his correspondeﬁcé in Oaksmith's hands, and Qaksmith

wrote to emligrants in Clncinnati and éermantoun, Ohio; Columpia,

23. Ibid., p. 153.

24. Oaksmith's daughter, Dorothy Agrillo, stated in an inter-
view on April 12, 1952, that Vanderbilt tried all sorts of in-
ducements to get her father to shift szides, but her father was
a man of honor and refused Vanderbilt's offer.
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Ylgelssippl; Worwich, Vermont; and Fortland, Malne. Other let-

ters went out to Porfsmouth. Virginia, and Chsrleston, South Caro-

lina.zs
_aaksmith'a main objective in writing these recrulte or pros=-

pective emigrants was to get them to act as agents for recruit-

ing in theilr respective cities. The men recruited from these
cltlies were zncouraged to choose officers of merit before they
left for Hew York. Thus, men could be obtained in groups from

the same locality, and they would be officered by men having the

resgect of the particular zroup that they commanded, Typlcal of

the letters written by Oaksmlth was one he sent %to ¥, D. Lenson

of Fortsmouth, Virglnia. Oaksmith wrote:

The laws of the United States will not permit the Agents of the
Nlcaraguan Government to recruit here, but I see no objection

to emigration. The next steamer leaves on the 24th inst., the
next on the 24th of July. If you could take with you a consider-
able body of emigrants, passage would be furnished you.Z26

Caksmith's recruiting activities were suspended temporarily,

however, when on June 24, 1855, 1n company wlth Major Hall, he

¢
’

left New York on the Orizaba for Nicaragua. Despite the existence

of a great many goods of war intended for walker27 and a number

I SRR Ay f i

25. Qaksmith received numerous letters requesting informa-
tion on Walker, possibilitles in Nicaragua, means of transporta-
tion, etc. See letters of May and June, 1856. Oaksmith Papers,
bD. U. L.

26. Appleton Oakemith to E. D. Denson, New York, June 14,
1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

27. Copy of goods sent on the Orlzaba, New York, June 24,
1856. ©Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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of filibusters aboard, a New York paper wrote:

The only persons known to have fillbustering tendencles that went
off with the steamer were, Major George Hall and Appleton Oak-
smith. . . . These gentlemen stood alone high up on the roof of
the hurricane deck and as the ship left the dock they waved their
handkerchiefs and smoked thelr segars [sic] in a perfect halo of
present satisfactlion and prospective glory.28

Both men obtained positions from Walker that certainly had pos-
sibllities of prospective glory. Oaksmith was endowed with the

imposing titles, Minister Plengpotentiary of Nicaragua to the

United States and Agent of the Nicaraguan Government. Hall was

appointed to the rather unenviable position of Commissary General
of the Nicaraguan Army. Hall remained in Nicaragua, but Caxsmith

returned to the United States and became the principal recruiting

and supply agent in the New York area.

There were two types of recruits who Jjoined “alker. The
first type could be classed as the adventurer, that individual z
who was eager for a fight and not afrald of death or trouble. In

general, this type of individual predomidated in the Walker ranks.

:
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One writer who Jolned the Walker cause 1n Nlcaragua has stated:
*"Those were the days when the ardor for adventure was hot in the
breasts of men.*'2? On the other hand, there was that group of

people, who, by hard work, industry, enterprise, and change in

i e g R TR S g

environment hoped to improve their station in llfe. Such was the

28. New York Herald, June 25, 1858.

29, James C. Jamison, ¥With Walker in Nicarsgua (Columbila,
Mo., 1909), p. 1l.
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group headed by Rudolph Knecht.

Knecht was the svokesman for a group of Swigs families who
wished to emigrate to Niecaragus., In the summer of 1856 he wrote
to Oakemith to put his own acheme on the table. He wlshed to be
given a tract of land sixteen miles square with a rallroad and
river 1n close proximity to this area. The city thzt was %o be
situated on this sixteen nile tract of land was to be called
"Hueva Helvetla.® Flfty families would for? the nucleus of the
settlement. These families would engage in weaving and sxbroider-
ing, but would attempt to foster sllkwora culture 1in their area
ag well. Knecht also hoped to manufacture his newly-lnvented air
cleaning macnlne that he malntalned could purify the alr in
shlp's holds, musty rooms, and factories. The Swiss famllles
would win title to thelr lsnd in Nlcarasgua by lndustry, hard
work, and enterprise. The prospective emlgrants had little money
and requested pascsage free from Havre to Nlcaragua on & ship to
be provided by Walker.so

Oaksmith was extremely interested in Knecht's scheme and
sought %Walker's permlssion to make arrangements to transport

these people to Nlcaragua.31

Halker's acqulescence was not forth-
coming, and the scheme came to naught. Yalker's feeling sbout

colonists of this type can best be understoocd from & statement

30. Rudolph Knecht to Appleton Oaksmith, trans. of letter,
Zurich, Switzerland, August 30, 1856, Oakemith Papers, D. U. L.

3l. Appleton Osksmith to ¥Willlam Walker, New York, Septemter
11, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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he made concerning the arrival of some poor German emlgrants
from New York in Septempber of 1856. "A very large proportlion of
them were Europeana of the poorest class, mostly Germans. . . .

These Hew York Volunteers, as they called themselves, had not

been in the country ten days before they began to desert in nule
bers."5? ‘alker was undouttedly afraid thet Xnecht and his group
would be men of thla stamp, and he pald no attention to Cak-
snitih's request.

The inecht proposal aptly demonstraztes that there was lnter-
est in YWalker in Zurope as well as in the Unlted 3tates. The in-
cident also polnts up the fzet that not all of “alker's men were
necescarily rouges or adventurers, but that some men were seeklng
more than Just & life of adventure under the "gray-eyed man of
destiny." Xnecht and the Swlas familles were a gond example of
the earnest hard working group who wished for something better in
1i7e ln Hlcaragua.

Cakesmith's offliclal position as M¥inister Plenipotentiary from
Hicaragua to the United States made 1t necessary for him to cur-
tail some of his recrulting activities in lieu of the recent
Cranmpton affair, but he atill kept in touch with the various re-
crulting egents throughout the country. He corresponded with

/ Colonel Jack Allen, the principsl recruiter in the Kentucky-

Tennessee area, giving him promises of financial suprort to en-

32. ¥1lllam Walker, ¥ar in Nicaragua, p. 287.
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courage his work. He sent two agents into the Southwest to work

for Walker in that area34

and appolinted agents to work in lew Cr-
leans for recrults.>? He also continued to encourage thosge ine.
dividuals who were acting as seml-officlal agents 1n the smaller
cltles.

In August of 1856 Caksmith put forward a plan that offered
inducements to those who wished to emlgrate to Nicaragua. Its
operaticn wes simllar to a plan that had been in cperation 1in
New Orleans in 1855.36 The plan established a Nicaraguan mi;rz=-
tion Agency under the leadership of Alexander Lawrence., Its
princinal purpose was to present information %o the public on
prospects in Hicaragus. Osksmith had written to ¥Welker in early
August deploring the fact that few recruits could be obtalined be-
cauge of lack of information on Nicaraguan emigretion possibil-
ities.37 Thls plan, with its inducements, remedled the situation

somewhat, and on August 28 1t was announced in the New York news-

38
papers.

v o33, Appleton Qaksmith to Colonel Jack Allen, New York,
September 1, 1856, Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

34. Appleton Oskemith to Willlam Walker, New York, September
11, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U, L.

35. Appleton Oaksmith to Wllliam Walker, New York, September
23, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

36. ©Scroggs, op. cit., p. 139.

37. Appleton Oaksmith to ¥Willlam Walker, New York, August'7,
1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

38. New York Herald, August 28, 1856.
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This new zmigration Agency offered slingle men 250 acres of
land 1in Nlcaragua and familleg 35C acres. Those people who eml-
grated would have to turn pert of the land slloted to them over
to the agency tb bte used as capltal stock. Single men would turn
over cne hundred acreg, and familles would turn over two hundred
acres to the /gency. If the emigrants wlshed to be transported
on th: Transit Compzny's ships without‘p&yment of passagze, slngle
men weuld turn over aprroximately sixty-six acres and famillies
would hand over 133 acree to Morgan and Garrlson, On reaching
¥leceragus the Cclonization Director of that country would allot
the land.39 It 1s not surprlsing that the response tc thie rlan
was almost negligible, for & closer look at the scheme demon-
strates that 1f a family was transported to idlcaragua free of
cherge, 1t would recelve cnly seventeen of the original 250 acres
alloted to them. Thle seventeen acres hcd a gocd posseibllity of
oeln. tropical Jjungle and good for little or nothing. The Agency
Gld provide, however, a means of disseminating information to
those who wished to go to Nlcarsgue but who lacked the knowledge
of the proper individuals to see to ob:tain 1nf6rmatlon about that
country.

Reecrulting, in general, railed‘for a nunber of ressons., Most
apparent waa the lack of coordinstion between those who were try-

ing to eecure recruits, Qaksmith was appointed by %Walker to head

the recrulting system in the United States, but other indlvicduals

39. Emlgration Agreement, Joseph Fabens and Alexander Law-
rence, Jdew York, August IC, 1856. Osaksmith Papers, . I}, L.

R
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proceeded independently of him. For example, rerm{n Ferrer, the

Secretary of State for Nlcaragua, made an agreement with William

Cazneau of Texas that gave Cazneau the power to recruit one
40

thousand colonists for Nicaragua. After Cazneau had obtained

the one thousand colonists, he wrote to Oaksmith requesting in-

1 A gome-

formation as to how these people might be transported.4
what baffled Oaksmith replied that he would like to know particu-
lars on what Cazneau had been dolng before he arranged any trans-
portatlon.42 Cazneau refused to give the desired information eand

stated that he would proceed independently of Oaksmith.*>

Oak-
smith was very irate and reported the incident to Walker stating
that "this independent action caused my plans to go ascue [sic]
and awry."44

Factionalism existed in New Orleans also. Here it was the
problem of two recrulting agents who were unable to work together
and who gpent more time criticizing one another than in trying to

obtain recruits. Colonel John Jaques was chief recruiter in New

Orleans for the better part of 1858, but on September 28 Oaksmith

40. Scroggs, op. cit., p. 236.

41. Willlam Cazneau to Appleton Oaksmith, New York,
September 13, 1856. Oakemith Papers, D. U. L.

42. Appleton Oaksmith to William Cazneau, New York,
September 18, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, DU. U. L.

43. ¥Willilam Cazneau to Appleton Oaksmith, New York,
September 19, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U, L.

44, Appleton Oaksmith to William Walker, New York, September
22, 1856. Osaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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appointed a new agent, Plerre Mancosos, to take over the New Or-
leaﬂs office. Jaques immedlately protested to Osksmith concern-
ing his ouster and asked to be put on an equal besls with Man-
cosos a8 far as recrultiing power was eoncerned.45’ Both men ac--
cused each other of having spent too much money and of noet having
done thelr best to secure recruliz. After much bickering, they
finally compromised their differences and began to work to-
gether.46

zven after these dlfferences had been compromised, the two
men were not able to accomplish much., Mancosos was very pessimis-
tic. He wrote to Oaksmith: "The election engrosses the mind here,
and few will leave for Nlcaragua.”47 Jaques wrote that the fail-
ure to have ships to take the prospective recruits hampered his
activitles, and that many of the men he hsd procured returned
home when a ship failed to arrive in New Orleans to take them to
Nlcaragua.48

Another factor contributing toc the collapse of the recrulting
system was the 1nability of Walker to obtailn any military succes-

ses. Oaksmith wrote to Walker on September 11 stating that re-

45, John Jaques to Appleton Oaksmith, New Orleans, October
3, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. ]

46. John Jaques to Appleton Oaksmith, New Orleans, October
13, 1856. Ogksmith Papers, D. U. L.

47,  Plerre Mancosos to Appleton Oaksmith, New Orleans,
Cctober 13, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

48. John Jaques to Appleton Oaksmith, New Orleans, October
2, 1856. Osksmith Papers, D. U, L.
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crults could not be obtained because they held an unfavorable
view of his position in Hicaragua.49 The decree of September 22
establishing slavery in Nicaragua may have had some effect on the
Northern people who wished to escape the rigors of a hard winter
by going to Nicaragua. Oaksmith's inabllity to obtain recogni-
tion in Washington of the Walker regime was also a factor 1n
cutting the number of recruits that might be obtalned.

Newspaper accounts of Walker's tribulations can by no means

be discounted. Altunough the New York Herald and the New York Sun

generally favored Walker and presented glowing accounts of the
prospects in Nicaragua, such papers as the New York Tribune
palnted bleak pictures of the events occurring there. On Sep-
tember 2 1t stated: "Walker's own men were deserting on every
occasion, Sickness, poverty, death stare them in the face while
cholera and yellow fever are stesadlly thinning thelr ranks on all

sides.“so

How man; recruits Oaksmith sent from New York and New Orleans
while he was aldlng Hall and afterwards, wvhen he became head of
the recruiting system in the United States 1s>impossibla to de-
termine. The aramy thaf Walker had in Niceragua never numbered

51

more than 2,500, and 1t seems certain that Oaksmith sent no

more than one thousand on the ships of Morgan &nd Garrison. Oake

49. Appleton Omksmith to Willlam Walker, New York, September
11, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

50. New York Tribune, September 2, 18586.

51. Scroggs, op. cit., p. 305,
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smlith kept no officlal 1list of recruilts that he obtalned, as he
did not wish to be involved in an incident similar to the Cramp-
ton affair. Another difficulty that presented ltself wag that
the recruits could not be separated from those who were using the

trangslit. VWhen a recrult or emigrant saw that the prospects were
not good for Walker's success, he assimilated himself into the
regular passengers of the transit and proceeded to San Francisco,
New Orleans, or back to New York., Wlth better support and less
factionallsm, Oaksmith's system might well have worked to ¥Walker's

advantage.

In his efforts to procure supplies for %alker, Oaksmith was

much more successful than in obtaining recruits. In 1855 a New

York newspaper pointed to Oaksmith 28 a man who deaslt extensively

52
in armg and ammunition, and this fact combined with his knowl-

edge of trading and shipping made Oaksmlth a likely procurer of

supplies for the ¥Walker cause,

As has aslready been recounted, Osksmith took an active part
in supplying the Cuban fillbusters and nationalists in 1855. Gol-
courfa had worked closely with Oaksmith when h; obtained guns and
ammunition as cargo for the Amells and the Magnolia, and it was
to Oaksmith that Goicourfa turned in March of 1856. Oaksmith
had by this time set up his own shipping business and had estab-
lished himself as a reputable New York merchant. The contacts
that he had been making with various New York supply houses and

52. New York Herald, November 3, 1855.
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arms dealers put Caksmith in a very faverable posltlion to secure

aupplies for Valker,
OCakemith did not immediately answer Golcourfa‘'s request of

Harch 18 for rifles and ammunition, but he did take some gteps
that made 1t possible for him to obtain some supplles, for on
June 24, 1856, Osksmitn shipped many valusble gcoods atoard the

prlzaba. Among the goods Ceksmith sent were: five hundred per-
cusslon muskets, one hundred Sharp's rifles, one hundreé and
twenty thousand cartridges for the muskets, flfty thoueand car-
tricges féf the Sharp's rifles, as well as numerous other ar-
ticles such as flfes, camp kettles, spoona, bread, bacon, cerack-

53

ers, sugar and coffee, Meny of these articles Cakemith had

procurec in 1855 with the hope of gsending them to Cuba,

~hen Qaxsxzith was in Nlcaragua for Walker's inauguration as
Pregldent in July of 1856, many requlsitions for goods needed by
the various departments of ihe government were placed in hls
hands. These departments included the Quartermaster General's
Department, the Ordnance Lepartment, and the Commissary Depart-
ment winlch had been placed under Major Hall'g»euperviaion. walker
had instructed that all requisitions be placed in Oaksmith's
hande, and that he was an authorized purchaser of srme and sup-

54

plies for the llcaraguan government. These requisitions listed

53. List of goods shipped on board the "Crizaba,® New York,
June 24, 1888. Oakgmith Zapers, D. U, L.

54. Proclamation of Willlazm Walker, Granada, July 17, 1858.
Caksmith Papers, D, U, L.
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everything from mountain howitzers and fleld pieces to trogans

and dungarees.ss

Awalting Caksmith cn his arrival in New York after the ine

auguration was an interesting requisitlion from the Quartermaster
General's Office of the Nicsraguan Army.sa It presented a sizg-
nificant commentary on the goods most needed by Walker and those
gocls most regarded as a necessity by the Quartermaster General.
The requisition Marked A was the list of goods absolutely needed.
The requisition merked 3 was not qulte so important and so on
down to G. Guns and ammunitlion were not on the A list at all,
but on the £ 1list,., 7The articles on the A 1ist included sucn
things as boots, hats, pants, drawers, blanxets, &nd pots and
kettles of different types. Anvils, buttons, ané account DoOXs
were on the greatest demand llst also.s7
This new list awaliting him in New York and the requisitions
placed in his hands in Nicaragua required a great deal of money.
Oakemith was hampered by lack of funds and had to resort to con-
tract, credit, and promises of a Nicaraguan bond issue to obtain

supplies. The supplies he obtalned in June and sent on the QOrizaba
were principally from & reserve gtock that Oasksmith had on hand

55. Requisitions of the Nicaraguan government, Granada, July
16, 1855. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

56. Oaksmlith had spent & few days in New Orleans and Wash-
ington, and thus he did not reach New York untll after the req-
ulsitions arrived there.

57. Quartermaster Gencral F. F. Flscher to Appleton Oaksmith,
Gransda, Julx 25, 1856. Osksmith Papers, D. U. L.




39
in the hope that they might be sent to Cuba, and he hzd little
Gifficulty in procuring them. Despite these later difficultles,
caused by ;ack of money, Oaksmith shipped 103 cases of goods on
board thevégggg in September, and in October he shipped 146 cases

of goods on the Tennessee.58 Oaksmith complained to “alker, how-
ever, that he was getting all the supplies he could, but lack of

money had msde him somewhat "impotent™ when it came to the matter
of securing more of the badly needed supplies.s9

Some ald was glven to Oaksmlth in procuring supplies by

Franclgsco Alejandro Lainé, a Cuban friend of Colcourfa, who worked

for Walker in the United States for some time before he left for

Nicasrgzgua on June 24, lainé's principal achlevement wes & cOn-

tract for five thousand Minié barrelled rifles that he concluded

with Benjamin Perkins, a YWorcester, Massachusetts, manufacturer.

The contraect provided for the manufacture and shipment of five
thousand of these rifles. They were tc be sent to Nicaragua on-

or after Cctober 20 and were to cost £17.25 a piece. Flnancial

v

arrangements included the neceseity for a Nicaraguan bond 1seue.6°

s
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The contract is especlally significant becauge the Minié rifle

ey
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was the neweest thlng in flre arms. It was more accurate and more

effective than the old muskets and Sharp's rifles that Oaksmith

58. Recelpts of goods shipped on the “Texas" and “Tennessee, "
September and October, New York. Osksmith Papers, D. U, L.

59. Appleton Osksmith to William “elker, New York, September
11, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

PO - -

60. Agreement between Benjamin Perkins and Franclsco A.
lainé, “orcester, June 23, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U, L,
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had sent to Walker on the Orizaba. The contract demonstrated that
Walker and his agents realized the lamportance of having the most
effective arms to use in thelr fight in Nicaragua. Unfortunately
the rifles were never delivered, as Perkins was unable to meet
the delivery date.5] It seems doubtful that Oaksmith could have
met the stipulated payment in any case.62

Lainé left New York immediately after he had concluded the
agreement with Perkins. He left for Nicaragua on June 24, and

when he reached that country, he became Alde-~de-Camp to General
Walker. When his fellow Cuban, Goicourfa, had a falling-out with

Walker in September of 1856, Lainé did not abandon the Walker

cauge but chose to remaln in Nicaragua. Almost immediately after

he had made this declsion, he was captured by the Guatemalans dur-

iny a battle and shot, but not before he had uttered the famous
63

wordg: "Men die, but their ldeas remain."

Cakamith contlinued to contract for supplles as best he could,
considering the financial difficulties which faced him. A sup-
plementary agreement was reached between Jamep Devoe, an agent
for Perkins, and Appleton Oaksmith concerning;the Kinié rifles

involved in Lainé's June 23 contract. Plans were made to send

6l. Contrect, James Devoe and Appleton Oaksmith, New York,
October 29, 1858. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

62. As payment for the rifles was to come from the bond is-
sue and as the bonds had not been issued, there was nc money to
pay for the rifles.

63. Soroggs, op. cit., p. 254.
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2,120 #inlé rifles to Nicaragua instead of the five thousand that
had originelly been contracted for by Lainé.64 Oaksmith also
reached an agreement with Hitchcock and Company who consented to
send five hundred Sharp's rifles, one thousand Minié rifles, five
hundred Colt revolvers, flve thousand blouses, and five hundred
sabers to Nicaeragua. The total cost of these articles amounted
to ¢250,000, and the payment for these again depended largely on

the proposed bond 1ssue.65

Thls was the last agreement that Oak-
smlth concluded for Walker before hls defection 1ln November.
Qaksmith had little difficulty in contracting for supplies,
but lack of adecuate financial support forced him to forfeit on
his contracts, and thus Walker was deprived of the much-needed
supplles. The only suppllies that Oaksmith sent were those that
he had obtained with his own money or had on hand in his own
shipping firm. Attempts to get money from friends of %Walker in
the Unlted States for suppllies failled mlserably.66 Perhaps ade-
quate financial support might have seen -the fulfillment of the
contracts that Oaksmith had made and the ultimate success of the

Walker cause. Consldering the problems lnvolféd, Oaksmith seems

to have done well in procuring the supplles that he did.

64. Agreement between James Devoe and Appleton Oakemith,
New York, October 22, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

65. Agreement between Hitchcock and Company and Appleton
Oaksmith, New York, October 29, 1858. Osksmith Papers, D, U. L.

66. ©See letter from Charles Morgan to Appleton Oaksmith,
New York, September 22, 18568. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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Age has been seen, finances created a delicate problem for
Oaksmith. The many contracts that had been made for guns and
ammunition needed money to back them up. Vanderbilt had offered

some 81d in March of 1856, but at that time Walker decided to

turn the Accessory Transit Company charter over to HMorgan and
Garrison, thus serving to alienate Vanderbilt.67 In August of
1856, however, Golicourfa persuaded Vanderbilt to advance $100,0CO
on the condltion that Walker return control of the isthmus shipplng
line to Vanderbilt. If Walker was willing to do thls, Vanderbilt
would add #150,000 to the original $100,000 during the course of

68 Walker refuaed to take the offer and condemned Goi-

the year,
courfa for taking too much authority in his own hands. Walker
declded to let lorgan and Garrison retain control of the transit,
anG thus Vanderbilt was alienated even more. The wily financler
prepared to take his vengeance., |

One way for Walker to railse money, as ls plainly indicated,
was by a Nicaraguan bond issue. It was on this bond issue that
most of the contracts made for supplies depended. In June, when
Lainé had engineered his contract with Perkins, the financial
arrangements involved the btond lasue. The initial down payment
of $5,000 was to be paid in cash. The sum of $23,750 was to be

drawn in installments from the Intendente General or Treasury of

the Nicaraguan government, the final draft payable in eighteen

67. Scroggs, op. cit., p. 219.
68. Scroggs, op. eit., p. 221.
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months. Most significant, however, was the provision that over

half of the payment for the rifles or $57,50C was to be paid in

Nlcaraguan Bonds that would become due in twenty years at an in-

terest rate of seven per cent per annum.eg This agreement is
adequate testimony to the importance of the lssuance of Nicarag-
uan bonds by those laboring for Walker in the United States.

Despite the lmportance of the bond issue, a formal decree
establishing the basls of the loan was not promulgated until
July 22. It is certain that whlle Ozksmith was 1ln Nlcaragua for
the inaugurstion of Walker, he advocated the bond lssue and pos-
8lbly Grew up the decree himself. He discussed the proposed bond
issue with Soulé, Pilcher, and Slatter in New Orleans on hls re-
turn to that city late in July, but these men were reluctant to
act ss agents for Oaksmith's plan in New Orleana.70 Ag & matter
of fact, these men went to Nicaragua to make their'own arrange-
ments for a bond issue with Walker. They were more succesaful
than Oaksmith, for the only Nicaraguan bonds that were sold in
the United States were sold by theae men.7l '

The bond 1ssue of which Oaksmith was the negotiator had as
its avowed purpose "the development of the Republic of Nicaragua,
1ts riches and 1ts elements," but 1ts underlying purpose was to

obtain flnanclal ald to carry out the war against the Central

69. Agreement between Francisco Lainé and Benjamin Perkins,
Worcester, June 23, 1856, OCaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

70. Appleton Oaksmith to Willlam Walker, New York, August 9,
1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

71.. Seroggs, op. cit., p. 210.

e
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American Allies. The loan wag to be for 42,000,000, and the bonds
were 1o be issued in varlous denominations. They were to run for -

twenty years with an interest rate of seven per cent per annum

payable 1n New York. Securlty backing the bonds was to be the
credit of the Nicaraguan government and plots of land in Nicaragua
to be divided among the bond holders if the bonds were not pald
off in the twenty years that had been stipulated. Oaksmith, of
course, was the negotiator of the loan.72

When he returned to New York in September, Oaksmith immedlate-
ly began to seek the support of & reputable New York banking
house to aid him in putting the loan forward. He requested an
interview with Duncan Shermsn and Company bankers73 and recelved
an sffirmative reply to the request, although he was unable to
meet with the officers of the banking house bezsuse of diplomatic
business 1n waahington.74 Perhaps it waa the faillure of Caksmith
to meet with the bankers that caused the fallure of the bond is-
sue. Mdore ressonable l1s the fact that the Walker star was on the
wane in Nlcaragua, and a favorable moment for the issuance of the
bonda never came. Oaksmith wrote to Walker as late as November

that "reputable caplitallists" were consldering the issuance of the ﬁ

72. Loan Decree of the Government of Nicaragua, Granada, “
July 22, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L. :

73. Appleton Osksmith to Duncan Sherman and Compaeny, New
York, September 22, 1856. Oaksmith Pspers, D. U. L.

74. Appleton OCskemlth to Duncen Shermen and Company, New
York, September 22, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D, U. L.
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bonds, and that the bonds had already been engraved, but all he
75

needed was a favorable moment to put them on the market. That

favoradble moment never came,

The fallure of the proposed bond lssue caused the loss of "
many supplies to ¥Walker. Oaksmlith was forced to cancel the con-
tracts he had made with Devoe for the Minié rifles, and with
Hitchcock and Company for the rifles, ammunitlon, and other sup-
plies. Oaksmith also incurred perscnal liabllity when the con-
tracts were not met, for he had given hlis personal promlse that

the agreements would be kept. 4hen the proposed bond issue

7
failed, 1t plunged Qaksmith into desperate financial straits. 6

This was definltely one of the causges for Caksmith's breax with

Walker in Novemder,

Oaksmith did attempt to recoup some of the losses nhe had suf-
fered, for on December 1, 1358, he made a §1,000,000 contract
with General Jose Antonio Pdez, the Venezuelan cesudillo, who was
attempting to reestablish himself in that country. 3y this con-
tract Oakxgmith hoped to establish a market for the guns and am-
munition originally intended for Walker, and consequently, to
make up for the losses he had lncurred by involving himself with

walker.77 This ﬁas not the end of the story of Nicaraguan fil-

75. Appleton Oaksmith to William Walker, New York, November
22, 1856, Osaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

76. Ibid.

77. Agreement between Appleton Oaksmith and Jose Antonilo
Pdez, New York, December 1, 1856. OQaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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nances, at least as far as Oaksmith was concerned.

In March of 1879 the Senate Committee on Nicaraguan Claims

)

wda organized to consider claims of citlzens of the United States

against the Nlcaraguan government. Oakemith tried to seize this
opportunity to get back some of the money he had lost in his ven-

ture in 1856. On March 17, 1879, he wrote to the Coumittee:

The undersigned was appointed agent of the Nicaraguan Gove
ernment in the Unlted States, and in that capaclty made large
engagements for arms, ammunition, and supplies for that Govern-
ment for none of which have payments ever been made, and for
which the citlizens of the United States hold claims against HNic-
aragua. The undersigned was also accredited a2 Minlster Plenlpo-
tentiary from Nicaragua to the United States, but 1n consequence
of his belng a citlizen of the United States was not received in
that capaclity although recognized as the Agent of that Republlec.

There are clalms of citizens of the United States against
the Government of Nicaragua of which I have cognizance as follows,
viz.

Under the Rivas administration for over $100,0C0.

Under the “alker administration for cver 9300C,000.

He continued that in spite of the fact that governments in Nica-
ragua after Walker's fall in 1857 had annulled the clalms on the
Walxer regime, the claims were still valld because the Walker gov-
ernment was only "de facto and de Jure Government in Nicaragua
at that time.'78 |
Cakamith never received any remuneratlon in 1879 for the
fruits of his labor in 1856. Clalms such as the one put forward
by James Devoe, who hoped to get some ~lsims payment on the basls
of the unprofitable contractes he had made with the Walker govern-

78. Appleton Oaksmith to the Honorable Committee on Nicaraguan
Claims, Hollywood, March 17, 1879. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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ment for arms and ammunition,79 may have caused the Senate con-
mittee to become suspicious, and ultimately to disallow 8ll of
the claims put forward by those who were assoclated with Walker.
Perhaps it was the lack of sustained work by the lawyeras who were
retained by Oaksmith to prosecute the clalms that ultimately re-

80 In

sulted in his failure to obtain any clalm payment at all.
any event, after a year of hope that he might get some financilal
relabursement for his 1856 activities, Oaksmith wrote to Alex-
ander Lawrence in May, 1830, that if anything was to be done
about the claims, it had to be done gulickly or not at all.81
Nothing was done, however, and Oaksmith recelved no payment on
the claims that he had put forward.

At present writing the clalms are still belng sought. Oake
emith's daughters, Dorothy and Geraldine, are still attempting
to obtain something out of thelr father's venture, but little
has been done to see that thelr clalims are put forward 1n the

most favorable light.ez

79. A. Pike to James Devoe, New York, April 8, 1879, Osak-
smith Papers, D. U. L.

80. Appleton Oaksmith to William Arthur, Hollywood, February
8, 1880. Osaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

8l. Appleton Oaksmith to Alexander Lawrence, Hollywood, May
29, 1880. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

82. In a conversation with the two ‘daughters on April 12,
1952, the writer learned that they are still seeklng some set-
tlement from the government on these claims, but the writer's
opinion 1s that the sisters are being "fleeced® by an unethical
lawyer.
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3¥ the middle of Hovember of 1836 Qaksmith had become dis-
satisfied with the whole Walker affeir. In Niceragua ¥alker met
with 1ittle success and much adversity. Hls battles with the
cenfrnlaAnerioan;&llianxvare loaing;ones.waven.thongh;hpAhad@i :

forced them to withdraw from Granada, the Hicaragusn capitsl. On

November 7 the translt was cut by the Allles when they occupled
San Juan del Sur, and little outasidse aild could be rendered to
walker when ﬁhis was accomplished.

In New York, Qaksmith was forced to concel contracts which
he had made for guns and ammunition because of the lack of ade-
quate financisl support. Lawrence had resizned as head of the
Nlcarzguan EZmigration Agency znd was pressing Oaksmith for money
that was due him.33 Horgan and Garrison had become involved in :
a sult over the Transit Company with Vanderbillt, and the finzan-
cler waa finally gettingz hls revenge. Newspaper accounts of
Walker's exploits in Nlcaragua were leas glowing and oftentines
very depresaing.84

On November 22 Qaksaith wrote a lettef to Walker in which he
alred his many grievances, It 1s highly indicative of ODaksmith's
111 feellng toward Vvalker and gives. some 1ndication of the reasons
for hle dropping his actlivities on Walker's dbehalf. The letter

to Walker stated that Oakemith had done a great deal to further

" 83. Alexander Lawrence to Appleton Caksmith, New York, No- .
venber 20, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U, L. _ i

SA,VNSee above, p. 85. | | | g
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the Walker cause. He had acqulred confldence for the govern-
ment securitles, made a large number of contracts for badly
needed aupplies, and had secured three men from a reputable bank-
ing house as negotiators for the bond issue. He had organized a
recrulting system and had secured influences that would have as-
certalned hils acceptance as dinister from Nicaragua. The letter
also polinted cut that he had put all of hls own money into the
Walker cause and had lncurred twice the amount he hed put in from
hls own pockety In debts and bills to supply houses. He re-
guested money from Walker and finazlly wrote:
No one man or body of men shall wlith impunity undertake to sully
the falr record of my connection with the cause of Nicaragua. If
I abandon 1t I do so fairly and squarely andé honorably--.if cir-
cumstances should induce me to continue with it, I chall inslst
upon the fullest Justice being done to all my actions.85
For all prectical purposes, thls letter ended Caksmith's connec-
tion with Walker. Although he appeared in a mass meeting in New
York on December 20 on Walker's behalf,?s his contract on Decem-
ber 1 with Pdez for the guns and ammunition, that had been origi-
nally intended for Walker, demonstrated hls dlsaffectlon.

Thus the Yalker movement lost one of 1ts most avld support-
ers. Oaksmith had worked as supply and recrulting agent for
Walker. He had also worked as financler and déiplomat, achleving

some success. He had succeeded 1n negotliating many contracts

85. Appleton Osksmith to William ¥alker, New York, November
22, 1856. Oakemith Pepers, D. U. L.

86. BRew York Herald, Tecember 20, 1858.
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for badly needed suprlies, desplte the fact that he had no money

to work with and had to rely on credit, promises of a Nicaraguan

bond lssue, and his personal recommendation that the goods would

be peld for in full. He sent sone recrults to Nicaragua, and al-
most secured recognition for the %alker reglme in August of
1856.87

Yhether Cassmith was & success or fallure 1s not ag signifi-
cant as the fact that through the sctlivities of one man, a Geep-
er insight cen be ottained into the difficultles faced by “alker
supperters in the United States. 3y tracing Oaksmith's activitles
throu_n tle month: when he was working for Walker in HNew York
and “eshingten, a clearer plcture of filltuster methods and {ech-

nigues can be gealned,

87. For a full account of Ceksmith's diplomatic activities
see chapter V, pp.l1l0l.121.




Chapter V
A FILIBUSTER DIPLOMAT

Since October of 1855, when ¥alker landed in Nicaragus, fili-
buster diplomacy had but one aim--recognltlon of the new regime
in Nicaragua by the Unlited States. Except for one brief moment
this aim was never realized. At almost every Juncture,obstacles
were placed in the way of Nicaraguan diplomats which were impos-
sible to surmount and over which these diplomats had no control.
Nevertheless, the futile and frustrating attempts of ¥Walker's
ministers to secure recognition cast light on American policy
that was far more ilmportant than the mere étﬁitude of the Unlited
States towards filibuster regimes. Also important 1s the fact

that the fallure of Walker's diplomacy was decisive in the ulti-

mate collapse of his plan for a Central Amerlican empire.

Diplomats sent by Walker had to contend with such things as
the opposition of the Central American diplomats, the Dallas-

Clarendon negotiations, and the contrivances of many of the South

[101]
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American countries. The choice of unrellable, self-seeking, and
more often than not, inexperlenced diplomatic leaders also con-
tributed to the downfall of Nicaragua's attempts to be recognized.
Inability of Walker to achleve declsive military victorles over
the Rlvas faction within the country or over the Central American
Allies on Nicaragua's borders, or to establlish a regime in his
country that was not on a precarious footing contributed greatly
to the failure of fillbuster diplomacy. Before considering Oak-
smith's activitles as Walker's Minlster to the United States and
before seeking the reasons for the fallure of fillbuster dlplom-
acy in more detall, Nicaragusn-Amerlcan relations before Oask-

smith's appolntment need some analysis.

When Walker landed in Nlcarasgua and accomplished his coup de
main over the Estrada or legitimist government in Nicaragua, the
United States was placed 1n an anomalous posgition. On the one
hand the Unlited States could not continue to recognize the Es-
trada Government as the legitimate one, for 1t was no longer
in power and was obviously a ‘“paper affalr."} In its own inter-
est the United 3States would have been more inclined to discon-
tinue its recognition of the Estrada Government Minlater 1n VWash-
ington, Sefior Harcoleta, as Walker was looked upon by many as the
repregentative of American imperial interests in Central America.
On the other hand to sever relatlions with Estrada could be inter-
preted as meaning that the official policy of the United States

1. Seroggs, op. cit., p. 155,
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was to encourage walker.z No steps were taken by the United
States toohange the status gquo.  Marcoleta remained in Washing-
ton desplte the fall, in fact, of the government he represented,
and the question many people asked late in 1855 and early in
1856 was: From whom does he recelve his dilspastches and to whom
does he send his?

Walker was not idle. In order to create an alternative gov-
ernment for the Unlted States to recognlze and in the hope of
changing the status guo in hig favor, Walker sent a Minlster to
the Unlted States, a Mr. Parker French, whom one writer points
out "wyould have been wearing felon's stripes 1if he had recelived
his Just dues.“4 French arrived in wWashington in December, 1855,
requesting a preliminary intervliew with Secretary of State #arcy
before he presented his credentials, obviously hoping to make

some kind of deal with Marcy.s

Marcy replied that until such
time as the people of Nicaragua demonstrated their approval of
Walker and hls scheme, he could not see¢ his way clear to recelve

6
French, and there was no need for a preliminary conference. In

2. BScroggs, op. clt., pp. 165-166.

3. Estrada had set up a government 1n a remote district of
Nlicaragua that he claimed to be the legal government. Perhaps
this was the government to whom Marcoleta sent his dlispatches.

4. Scroggs, op. cit., p. 166.

5. Willlam R. Manning, Diplomatic Correspondence of the
United States Inter-Americen Affairs 1831-1860 (12 vols., Yash-

ington, 1934), IV, 496-497.

6. Hanning, op. cit., IV, 80.
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the meantime, Marcoleta had become more prominent than ever. At
a White House reception on New Year's Day, 1856, he recelved a

great deal of attention rroﬁ the dipiouats'that were there, es-

peclally those who wished to hit at "manifest deétlny’ &8 repre-
sented by Walker in Nicaragua.7
Unfortunately for Nicaraguan diplomacy and for French, %Walk-
er's minlster was exposed as a rogue of the first order. He was
arrested for forging letters of credit on a western trip in 1850
and for duping several Texas merchants wlth T.hem.8 This boded
111 for any attempt that might be made for recognltion by French.
Obviously he had become odiocus to many of the American people.
French withdrew his second request for recognition on January 18
because of his arreet,g but on February 5 he addressed Marcy
again askling to be recelved. Again he was rerused.lo This was
the last of French's diplomatic activities, and he went to New
Orleans to enlist sympathy for the Walker cause in that city.
Walker's choice to replace French was Padre Agustf{n Vijil,
a Nlicaraguan clerlc who has been described as "endowed with a
splendid memory and lntellect, graceful delivery, unctuous, pene-

trating voice, and masslive physlque.'ll On May 14 he presented

7. New York Sun, January 3, 18586.
8. Scroggs, op. cit., p. 168.
9. Manning, op. cit., IV, 503-504.
10. Manning, op. cit., IV, 81.
'11. Quoted in Soroggs, Filibusters and Flnanciers, p. 172.
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his credentials to Harcy and stated:
- My Government desires to maintain by diplomatic intercourse the
good friendship that always united Nicaragus to this great Repub-
lic on every ground, and especlally because the great highway be-
tween the two oceans, that 13 equally interesting to these States
and to Nicaragua, 1s embraced within the borders of the latter.l2
The next day ViJil was received, and in his message to Congress
concerning the recognition Pierce explained that recognition was
accoried in order that satisfactory arrangements might be made
to keep the trans-isthmian highway open. Since it was necessary
to keep the inter-oceanic highway unobstructed, recognition had
to be extended to some government in Nicaragua. As ¥Yalker's gove
ernment was the only one 1n existence, 1t was the one that was

recognized.l3

Recognition produced diverse reaction. The New York Tribune

wrote:

This movement reflects coredit neither on our Government nor
its Executive head. It 1s dictated by the exigenclies of the
candidate, not by the convictions of the President or the re-
quirements of public duty. . . . It has been done too late for
Cincinnati-~-too soon for History.l4

Another New York paper wrote of recognition in a different light.

12. Manning, op. cit., IV, 527.
13. Nichols, op. cit., p. 463.

14. New York Pribune, May 16, 1856.




106

We hope that when Mr Marcoleta wrltes hls tale of woe, he
will begin by informing the diplomatic corps, and the "rest of
mankind® of what Government in Nicaragua he was Mlnister, when
shoved out of the diplomatic circle; and also what Government he
has been representing the last alx or eight months.l5

The explanations of why Plerce extended recognition are
varied. Secroggs points out that the predominant reason for
Pierce's extension of recognition was political, Belleving that
recognition would be & strong factor in securing his nomination
at Cincinnatl in June, Plerce decided to receive ViJil.l6 An-
other explanation that has been put forward 1s that Plerce was
pushed into recognitlion by men such as Stephen A, Dougles and
Alexander Stephens and newspapers such as the New York Hex‘alc‘i.]"7

The most significant reason for Vij11's reception has been
polnted out by #Mary Wilhelmina ¥illliams who takes the position
that Plerce recognized Vijll as a counter-move ;gainst the Brit-
ish, who had sold two thousand muskets to Costa Rica for its war

on !s:alker.l8

In view of the Crampton affair and the antagonism
existing between Great Britain and the United States in May of
1856, this interpretation certainly bears great conslderation,

The New York Sun sarcastically observed on May 10 that Lord

Clarendon of the British Foreign Office had given his fullest as-

surance of sympathy and had expressed warm approval of the con-

15. XNew York Sun, May 16, 1856.
16. Soroggs, op. cit., p. 173.
{ 17. Nichols, op. elt., p. 462.

18. Mary W, Williams, Anglo-American lIsthmanien Diplomacy
1815-1915 (Washington, 1916), pp. 211-212.
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19 Legplte the

centration of troops on the Hicaraguan frontler.
motives underlying Plerce's recognition, V1ijll was received, and
for the moment, Walker's diplomatic aims had reasched fulfillment.
In spite of recognition, the diplomatic waters were. troubled
for Walker's Minister, and the Padre encountered no little 4if-.
ficulty in his new post. Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadorian

Minister to the United States, and Molinz, Costa Rlcan chargé

d'affaires 1n the United 3tates, made strong protests to Harcy

about Vijil'se recognition. Irisarrl protested, among other
things, that "in the act of ¥alker and his followers, there 1is
hardly to be seen the character of auxillarles of a Nicaraguan
party, but simply the character and all the acts of usurpers who
have abused the confldence of those who called them to thelr as-
s1stance.®?® Molina protested that recognition sanctioned the
criminal acts of filibusters in Nicaragua and induced them to
perservere 1n their illegsal enterprise.zl Even Marcoleta, the
*diplomat without a country,® registered a proteat.22 Other
Latin-American diplomats in Waghington Jjolned in these protests
and went so far as to draw up a treaty of alllance that would op-
pose Walker. Thls treaty was sent out to the various South Amer-

ican countries for ratification, although it was never put lnto

19. New York Sun, May 10, 1856.
20. HManning, op. cit., IV, 532,
21. Manning, op. cit., IV, 535.

22. Soroggs, op. cit., p. 175.
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effect.ZS

Vijil also met oppoeltion from the administration. After his
reception, an attitude of "studied coldngqsf met him on all sldes.
Vijil wag even shunned by the Catholic clerics in the United
States, and it was reported that an incident with a Baltimore
priest caused hix to be disgraced, and ultimately to give up his
Job as Nlcaraguan Minister to the United States.z4

On June 23 ViJll left VYashington for New York., The next day

he set sail for Nicaragua. The New York Herald wrote a few weexs

later:

It 18 understood that the Padre will not return to the United
States, if he can help himself. He 1s an ecclesiastic: his 1ife
has heretofore been a quiet and studlous one, and he is desirous
of returning to his priestly dutles, instead of attending to the
exciting dutles of a Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington.Z5

This was the scene into which Oaksmith stepped 1n August of 1856,

Caksmith had left New York on the same boat as ViJ1l in June,

1856. He had reached Nicaragua early in July in time to take

part in Walker's inauguration in that month. W%hile in Nicaragua

he received the title, Minister Plenipotentl&ry from Nlcérngua to
the United States and Special Agent of Nicaragus in the United
States, and on July 16 left licaragua for New Orleans. He reached

23. Scroggs, op. git., p. 175.
24, New York Sun, June 19, 1856.

25. BHNew York Herald, July 12, 1856.
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that city late in July and after spending several days there, de-
parted for Washington.

Oaksmith arrived -ln Washington on August 2 and immedlately got

in touch with John Quitman, the ex-filibuster, who was now serv-

ing as a member of the House of Representatives from Mlssissippl.

Quitmaen, who had been informed of Oaksmith's comling, had arranged

a conference with Plerce for August 3 to dlscuss the matter of

Osksmith's rqugtion. The conference between the three men

proved to te unsuccessful as far as Oaksmith was concerned, iHe

wrote about the conference: "The President's attitude deemed 1t
necegsary to defer presentatlon of the credentials.”zs Leaving

Guitmsan as hls lntercessor, Oaksmith left for New York to attend

to his dutles as Specisl Agent for Hicarsgus.

Before hls departure, Oaksmith left with Quitman a memorandum
setting forth six principal reasons and arguments for his recog-
nition., (1) Vijil had been recognized as the official representa-
tive of Nicaraguas in the United States. This recognition had
come-while the Rivas was in power. (2) The Walker government
was the only legal administration in Nicaragua, as the Rlvas
government had fallen by fair and legal electlon to Walker. (3)
At the present time, Walker's government was the only government
*in fact and in law.® (4) The fact that the Nicaraguan Govern-
ment had recognized Wheeler, American Minigter in that country,
placed reletions betwsen the United States and Nicaragua on 2

26. Entry 1in Offlcial snd Private Records of the Legation of
Nicaragua, Washington, August 5, 1856. OQaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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friendly besgls 1n Nicaragua, &ndéd there seemed to be no reason why
thege friendly Pelatlions could not be malatalned in the United
States. (5) The United SBtatea had recogﬁized Vijil as ¥inister -
to the United States, and nothing had been done to change this re-
latlonship, even sfter the split betwesn "Blkesr and Rivas in iic-
aragua. (8) The interests of the United States woulé be better
served by Nicarsgua's opposlition to "European establishment of
interests and privileges, particularly on the Mosquito Coast."27

Lsing these reasons to enforce his arguments, Jwultmen ar-
ranged aeveral conferences with Plerce for the purpose of dise

cussing Oaksmith's recognition. Quitman's representatlons seem

to have been successful, for on August 13 he telegrephed Oakgmith
28

%0 come to ¥Washington immedlately to present his credentiels.
29

Two days later they were presented to Marcy.
When Qaksmith presented them, he alzo included a letter to
Plerce from Walker. Yslker presumptuously wrote: “God grant a
continuance of happy harmony, between two slster Reputlics,
linked in the same continental cause.">C Oaksmith wrote slimply

that he wished to be informed of the time of his reception, con-

27. Memorsndum, Appleton Oaksmith to John Quitman, washing-
ton, August 5, 1858, Oaksmith Papers, D, U. L.

28. Entry in Offici=l and Private Records of the Legation of
Nicaragua, New York, August 13, 1256, Oaksmith Pepers, . U. L,

29. x&nﬂlng, 22‘. 0150' Iv. 566.

30, william wWalker to Franklin Plerce, Granada, July 15, 1856.
Oaksmith Psp:rrag, I, U. L,
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fldent that recognitlon would be accorded nim, >t Harey nelither
accepted or refused Oaksmith but left the matter in a state of
suspension. The two men conferred on August 19, but again noth-
ing was declded. Filnally, on Augnstazi, Oaksmith wrote request-
ing a definlte answer to hls request for recognition. The time
he had spent in Washington waltlng for Harcy's reply had caused
him a great deal of inconvenlience, wrote Oaksmith, and i1llness
in his family made 1t necessary for him to leave for dew Zork.32
The Secretary of State stlll remalined non.committel. He stated
that Plerce was not yet prepared to recelve him or to declde as
to the efficacy of recognizling Wzlker's new 'I=H.r11.-~.=st:er.3:5

Ogkgmlth had become indignent over the delay in acting on
his credentials, but he had the perception to see that it was the
British~American negotiations over Central America that really
caused the delay. PFroceeding along a different tack than he had
followed in previous notes, Osksmith bluntly declared that Hle-
arague would not recognize any treaties made between foreign gov-
ernments over territory which Nicaragua claimed. He further
stated thﬁt Nicaragua still held clalm to th§ controverslial Mos-
quito Coast from Cape Graciss a Dioe to the southern bank of the
Colorado River with such modifications as could be decided be-

tween Nicaragua and Costa Rica. He continued: "] am empowered

31. Manning, op. cit., IV, 568.
32. Manning, op. cit., 1V, 566-567.
33. Manning, op. cit., I¥, 567.
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by my government to treat upon these questions, and am led to be~
lelve [gic] that a full and distinct understanding of the posi-
tiona of all partlies in interest, would leed to their speedy,
amicable and satisfactory settlement.'34 Oaksmith was obviously
hitting at the rumors concernlng the Dallas-Clarendon negotlatlions
end the inclusion of a Honduran minister in the talks, but his at-
tempts to be included in the talke falled. Again, nothilng was
done to cleai up the guestion of Oaksmith's reception.

While he was attempting to cbtain recognition, Caksmith also
attempted to take charge of the Nicaragusn Legation 1in New York
which had been directed by John Heiss since Vijil's departure.
When on September 1 Oakemith asked the chargé d‘'affaires to hand

the legation over to him,35 Helss refused on several grounds. He
maintained that he could not turn the legation over to Oaksmith
until he had been recognized. Also, the intereste of Nlcaragua
would be jeopardized by the suspension of the legation before
Oaksmith was received, He did, howeveir, state that he would be
glad to help Oakamith privately or officlally, and that the ar-

36 Helss -

chives of the legation were open to him at all times.
was Jjoined by Morgan, Garrison, Gazneau, and other friends of
Walker in the United States in the feeling that Oakemith should

not be given control of the legation until he was recognizad.37

34. Manning, op. git., IV, 570-571.

35. Appleton Oaksmith to John Helsgs, New York, September 1,
1856. Osaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

36. John Helss to Appleton Osksmith, New York, September 4,
1856, Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.

37. Appleton Oaksmith to William Walker, New York, September
9, 1356. Qasksmith Pepers, D. U, L.
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This was undoubtedly the wisest course as Helsgs was the eappointee

of ViJil and the only link with the United States government after
ViJil had departed.

It may have been Jealousy that motivated Heiss to be hostile
toward Caksmith. Late in June a New York newspaper reported that
Helss, "the shrewd, active, and practical go-ahead man," might
soon be appointed in Vijil's place.38 Helss only recelived the

post of chargd d'affaires, however, and it was Oakemith who ob-

tained the appointament as Minlster from Nicaragua to the United
States.

The affair with Helss and concern over recoghltion caused
Caksmith 2 great deal of anxiety. To add to these difficulties
he received information that the Rivas faction in Nicaragua had
decided to accredit Iriearri as 1te Minister to the United Statesoo
This gave Irisarri three countries to represent, E1 Salvador,
Guatemala, and now Nlcaragua. The news of Irisarri's being ac-
credited did not bother Oaksmith. He confidently wrote to Walker:

“I am behind the scenes and watch and direct everything," and
40

that the sending of a "Rivas man" would cause him little concern.
The assertion by Caksmith that he was behind the scenes and
could watch and direct everything was unfounded. Two days after

38. New York Herald, June 28, 1856.

39. Irisarri was not officlally accredited until October 16,
but Oaksmith heard of the move in early September.

40, Appleton Oaksmith to ﬁlliiam ¥alker, New York, September ‘
11, 1656. Osksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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he had made this asgertion to Walker, on September 13, Marcy
wrbte to Ozksmith. In this note the Secretary of State perfunc-
torily declared: “In view of the present condition of political
affairs in Nicaragus, the President has come to the conelusion
not to recelve you as a diplomatic representative from that State
to the Government of the United States."*l Oaksmith added a
postscript to his attempts at recognition when he asked "to be
inforaed whether the Government of the Unlted States has been in-
fluenced to this determination by any concsideration of an objec-
tionatle personal character regarding myself.“42‘ darcy curtly
replied that no explanation was necessary except to the Govern-
ment that had asked to have him recelved.43 Thls ended OCaksmith's
diplomatic activities.

There wére gseveral reasons for Osksmith'es non-recognition.
The attacks on YWalker's regime by the Central American diplomats,
Irigarri and Molina, have already been pointed out. Their at-
tacks pointed out that the ¥alker regime was not the de Jure gov-
- ernment 1n Nicaragua, and for this reason hls ministers chould
not be recognlzed. These attecks have some Qigniricance in de- -
termihing wvhy Oakamith failed to be received, but far more i
portant than any okher factor in causing the fzilure of fill-

buster diplomacy was that recognition of Nicaragus under Walker

41. Hanning, op. cit., IV, 86.
42. Manning, op. c¢it., 1V, 572.

43. mnning’ _0_2. clt.' IV. 87.
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waga concerned wlith the Anglo-Americen power conflict over Cen-
tral Amerilca.

The New York Sun of May 18, 1856, gave some indication of

American feeling on British encroachment in Central America. It

observed:

For years the great aim of British policy in Central America has
been to obtain a controlling influence in all the Central Ameri-
can. 3tates. Fngland's aggression in that quarter hes been
steedlly pursued, with the view of strengthening her political
power and bringling under her control the most avellable routes
to the Pacific. She hss robbed Hondurss, intrigued in Custemszla,
inflamed the envy and ambltion of Costa Rica, dictated to Nica-
ragua, setting up pretensions to the Mosquito Coest, and seiring
the only Nicaragua port on the Atlantic side, and now she ig en-
Geavering by covert neans to crush the democratic party in Nica-
ragua beceuse that party has always expressed its preference for
the United States.44

As has already been recounted, ViJil's reception was a result of
American deslire to get revenge on the British for furnlshing the
Cogsta Ricans with arms and ammunition, demonstrating that antag-
onlism definitely existed in Central America. The Crampton af-.
fair had also served to inflame the Uﬂited States, as John Cramp-
ton, knglish HMinlister to the United States, had been accused of
recruiting for the dritish armies in the United State8.45 At the
tlme Oaksmith was seeking recognition, negotiations had begun be-
tween the United States and Great Britaln to seitle differences,

principally over Central America. These negotiations were, of

44, Yew York Sun, May 16, 1858.

45. The best study of the Crambton affair 1s Richard YW, Van
Alstyne, "John F. Crampton, Conepirator or Dupe?" The American
Historical Review, XLI (1936), 493-502.




116
course, the Dallas-Clarendon talks.

In order to clarify the 1ssues involved in these talks, it
1s necegsary to sketch briefly .how the antagonlstic situation
evolved in Central America. In 1848 Great Britain had seized the
Nicaraguan port of San Juan del Norte and had establlshed a pro-
tectorate over the Mosquito Indians along what had formerly been
the coastline of Nicaragua. Ostensibly, the protectorate was es-
tablished to protect the Mosqulito king from the Nlcaraguans, but
in reality the British hoped to gain control of the eastern ter-
minus of the proposed Nicaragusn canal. The question of the Bay
Islands and Belize {British Honduras) and the British right to
these possessions also was ralsed after the British had estab-
lished‘them ag a crown colony. The United States, in lieu of
the Monroe Doctrine, was opposed to British encroachment in the
Central American area, although its attitude toward the British
wag, from a broad point of view, conciliatory.46 To settle these
problems in Central America, the Claytbn.Bulwer treaty of 1850
was signed. )

The provisions of the treaty proved to be ambiguous and open
to different interpretations. The treaty read that neither coun-
try was to occupy, colonize, or exercise dominlion over any part
of Central America. Clayton, the American negotiator, interpreted
the provision as being retroactive. This would mean that the

British would have to give up all of their protectorates and

46. Perkins, op. cit., p. 197.
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colonies in tﬁe area. On the other hanid, Bulwer, the British ne-
gotiator, did not interpret the provislon as being retroactive,
making 1t unnecessary to giie ap the~proteotorate.47 Even after
the signing of the treaty, difficulties still existed in the Cen-
tral American cockpit.

Further events in the area after 1850 had gserved to sharpen
the differences of the United States and Great Britain. In 1854,
Greytown, the new name for the Nicaraguan port of San Juan del
Norte, was bombarded by an American ship, again heightening the
tension between the two countries. Yalker's entry into Nlicaragus
in 1855 was another event that served to strain relations between
the Unlted States and Great Britalin in the Central American area.
It became apparent that some sort of agreement was necessary con-
cerning the area.

To iron out these difficulties, negotlations were begun be-
tween George Dallas, Americ&n Minister in London, and Lord Clar-
endon of the British Foreign Office. The three principal 1ssues
were the right of Great Britain to Bellize, to the Bay Islands off
the coast of Honduras, and to the protectorate over the Mosquito

coast.48

The United States was willing to recognize the right of
Great Britain to Bellize. The United States was also willing to

let Honduras and Great Britain settle the Bay Islande issue. A

47. Richard Van Alstyne, "British Diplomacy and the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty, 1850-1860," The Journal of Modern History, XI
(1939), 154-157. -

48. Williams, op. cit., pp. 226-227,
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Honduran diplomat, Herrdn, joined the discussions for this pur-
pose, and thus only one problem really remained. That was the
question of the Mosqulto prétectorate. and its solution did not
appear difficult.%®

Despite the relative ease with which a settlement over the
lMosqulito coast might be obtained, Walker's presence in Nicaragua
Placed a great deal of pressure on the Unlted States government.
If the United States rendered officlal recognition or gave of-
ficlal support to the Walker cause, 1t would be a demonstration
of bad faith on the part of the United States. It would also
show & deslre of the government to change the status quo in
Central America. This in turn would make the British more re-
luctant to glve up thelr claim on the Mosquito coast, which they
seemed very willlng to relinquish. It was in this sort of dip-
lomatlc climate that Oaksmith was attempting to secure recog-
nition.

Oaksmith clearly understood why he had no success 1n obtain-
ing recognition. On September 11 he notified Fermin Ferrer, Nic-
araguan Secretary of State, that “delicate negotliations® delayed

50

recognition. On September 23 after he had been refused by

Marcy, Oaksmith wrote to Walker that negotlations between the

49, VWilllams asserts that the Britlsh wished to be rid of
the troublesome Mosquito Territory for they were on flimsy
Juridical ground in obtalnlng the protectorate in the first place.
Williams, op. cit., p. 219.

50. Appleton Oeksmith to Fermin Ferrer, New York, September
11, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U, L.
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United States and Great Britain had delayed hls reception. 0Oak-
smith gave other reasons for his not being received. He main-
tain;d that the Presidential campalign and the adjournment of Con-
gress combined with the bad news coming out of Nlcaraéua caused
Marcy not to recelve him, Hé emphasized, however, that it was
the Dallas~Clarendon talks that really contributed to his non-
recOgnition.51

It is sufflclent to state that the Dallas-Clarendon talks,
ultimately resulting in the Dallaé-CIarendon Convention, never
were put into effect, as the Convention was defeated by the
United States Senate in 1857. The fact remains that these ne-
gotlatlions were golng on while Oaksmith was attempting to secure
recognition. Consequently, Oeksmith falled to be recognized and
to realize the aim of Nicaraguan diplomacy.

Qakamith wasg very irate over his failure {0 obtaln recog-
nitlion. - The state of his thinking 18 very well 1llustrated in
a letter he wrote to ¥Walker in Octobex. He advocated violent
action againat Honduree as the only way to obtain.a Just settle-
ment over boundary digputes with that country. He looked upon
the agreement that had been made between Honduras and Great Brit-
2in and that had been sanctioned by the United States as "more
detrimental to the interests of the United States than that abor-
tion which they phrlstened 'Clayton and Bulwer.'® Realizing that

American acquliescence in the British-Honduran agreement was, in

51. Appleton Oaksmith to Willlam Walker, New York, September
23, 1856. Oaksmith Papers, D. U. L.
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effect, a glap in the face to Walker and hls aims in Nlcaraguse,
Cakemith angrily wrote that 1f the Unlted States dld agree to a
final settlement of the Central American guestion,they would be.

turning their back on the Monroe Doctrine, putting sn inseparable
barrier between themselves and Americans in Nicaragua, and getting
fing} bcundaries to the natural expansion of her people. In e
last word, he wrote: *If necessary for self-preservation, Nica-
ragua should congquer the states which oppose 1t."52 This last
statement of Caksmith on foreign policy fell on deaf ears, for
Walker was hopelesgsly locked in a life and death struggle with

the Central American allles and the Hivae faction within Nlca-
ragua.

The ill-success of the Walker forces caused press reaction
to be antagonistic toward the Nicaraguan cause. Very few news-
papers gave Caksmith's refusal by Marcy any publicity at sall,
but the New York Daily Times obeserved:

APPLETON OAKSMITH has not been recelved though appointed
regularly to succeed V1Jil and relleve Helss. But why not? I
have been unable to obtain any satisfaction therefor. Certainly
no official step has been taken to withdraw PIERCE'S recognition
of the Nicaragua Government. Why then not receive OAKSMITH?53

In October Osksmith was replaced by Fermfn Ferrer, the for-

mer Secretary of State for Nicaragua, but Ferrer never presented

S52. Appleton Oaksmith to Willlam Walker, New York, October
12, 1856. OCaksmith Papers, D. U, L.

53. New York Daily Times, November 29, 1856.
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credentials, and he accomplished nothing for “Walker diplomatical-
1y. .

In any case, the activities of Appieton Caksmith as a fill-

buster diplomat give an indlication of the difficulties that
Walker's ministers faced. Hore signiflcant l1ls that through an
analysis of the efforts of Caksmith to obtain recognition, &
clearer picture of the Anglo-American power conflict in Central
America can be secured. Flnally, the rgilure of Nicaraguan di-
pPlomacy can be pointed to as one explanation of why the Velker

scheme for z Central American emplre falled.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

The principal written gources, printed and manuscript, have
been included in the bibliography, but one of the writer'!s most
important sources of information was conversations and interviews
with those who had some knowledge of Appleton Qaksmith. The most
valuable conversations were conducted on December 13, 1951, with
Ceraldine Oaksmith, and on April 12 and 13, 1952, in Brooklyn,
New York, with Dorothy Agrillo and Geraldine Oaksmith., Other
helpful interviews were carried on with Captain I. J. Barney of
Managfield Park, North Carolina, and Leelie Davis of Beaufort,
North Carolina. Wlthout the information offered by these people,
many intimate facts about Oaksmith's life could not have been as-
certained. Recognitlon should be given to them as an important

source of informstion.
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